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the i6th of Agril 1772, after a profperous voyage, we reached the.Cape of 
Good Hope, and we arrived fafely in the road of Table Bay, dropped our anchor, 
fired ofir guns, and, with mutual joy, congratulated each other. 

Immediately on our arrival, the fuperinlendant over the fhips came to us from the 
town, accompansd by a furgeon ; the former to fetch off the letters and papers for the 
Company, and the latter to get information with refpeft to the number of people that 
had died during the voyage, and of thofe that were ftill indifpofed. The number of 
the latter was now not very great, but that of the former amounted to a hundred and 
fifteen, of which, ten died before we left the Texel,* and tWo had unfortunately fallen 
overboard. The other fhips in our company fuffered a ftill greater mortality, viz. the 
Hoencoop one hundred and fifty-eight in all, of whom one hundred and thirty-fix died 
while we were in the Texel. The William V. loft in all two hundred and thirty men, 
and the Jonge San^uel, of Zeeland, onf*hundred and three. • • 

We were hardlyVome to an anchor, before a crowd of black flaves and Chinefe 
came in their fmall boats to fell and barter, for clothes and other goods, frefh meat, 
vegetables, and fruit}, all of which our crew were eager to procure. * 

• Extrafted from hii Travels 1795, 4 
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2 ' ‘ tiiunbebg’s account of the cape of good hope. 

In the road we found, among others, a Swediih Ihip, which had ai'iived but a fliort 
time before at this fouthernmolt point of Africa, and had brought my friend, ProfelTor 
Sparrman. 

On* the 17th, I went with the captain-on Ihorc, and took a lodging at M. Hendrik 
Fehrfen’s houfe. 

Being fafely arrived at the Cape of Good Hope, iny full care was to wait on the 
lieutenant-governor, Baron Joachim von Plettenberg, and tlte other gentlemen of the 
regency, to whom I was recommended, in order to deliver to them the letters 1 had 
biought with me. And as the rcfpedable and univerfally-beloved veteran, Governor 
Tulbagh, had, in confequence of age and gout, on the 1 rih of AugulL in the preced¬ 
ing year, exchanged this life for a better, I delivered the leiters direfted for him 10 
Baron Plettenberg, who received me with the gi-eateft^ kiiulners, and promifed to aflill 
me in my defign of travelling into the interior part of the country, during the term of 
my relidence in that quarter of tlie globe. • 

Whereas in my native country, to the northwai'd of the equator, the moll, delight¬ 
ful of the feafons, fpring, was now approaching j here, to the fouth of the line, winter 
was Healing upon us, fo that 1 could not as yet, or for feveral months to come, travel 
to any advantage through the interior parts of the country, but muH wait till the be¬ 
ginning of September. The intervening months 1 employed in informing rnyfelf of tlie 
internal economy and inllitutions of the Company, and examined the plants and ani¬ 
mals in the environs of the town, and in the neighbouring mountains, making alfo 
fliort excurfions into the country, which I was in hopes of penetrating deeper into 
afterwards, and of viewing it with a curious and obferving eye. 

The Cape of Good Hope is the extreme point of Africa, and of the Old World, to 
the fouthward, and is probably the molt capital promontory in the whole world. 

Bartholomew Diaz, a Portuguefe, w'as the firfl who difeovered this promontory in 1487, 
and King Emanuel gave it the name of the Cape of Good Hope. Vafeo de Gama vifited 
it next in 1497, by order of the fame monarch. According to the obfervalions of M. 
de la Caille, it is fituated in latitude 33** 35^ S. and in longitude 35° 2' E. 

The fliips that anchor in Table Bay, in a confiderable extenfive road, arc fomewhat 
above a mile dillant from the town. 

The day aftc- our arrival our fick men were taken to the hofpital, attended by the 
furgeon's mate; and afterw-ards the foldlers, under the conduct ol their commanding- 
officer, who was to ferve in the capacity of ferjeant after his arrival on ftore. 

'Hie town is very regularly built, from the more along^the declivity formed by iHc 
Table Mountains, and its llreets cut the quarters at *right angles, the whole being 
bounded at the back part by Table Mountain ('I’affelberg), to the ^’eltward by Lion 
Mountain (Leuweberg), and towards the eaft, in fome meal'ure, by the Devil’s Moun¬ 
tain (Duyvellberg). So that it is moll open towards the fouthern and eaftern fides. 

In difembarking, one is. not inepmmoded here by the /hutting of toll-gates, or by 
cullom houfe officers, 'fhe town has neither walls nor gates, and yet enjoys a perfect 
fecurity in a land of favages. 

The’ houfes arc all of brick, whitc-walhed, and one, feldom two, but very rarely 
three llori(,*s high, and covered in, for the mqli part, with flat roofs of brick-work, or 
a kind ol grafs indigenous to this country (rejiio teSlorum), laid iffion very lowTrame 
work. On account of the violence of the winds that prevail here,'the roofs cannot be 
tiled over, nor raifed higher. The houfe of the lieutenant-governor, and the Company’s 
warelioufe, were tlie only houfes that were three Itories high. / 

'Hie domeflics here do not confllt of Europeans, but of black or tawny flaves from 
Malabar, Madagafcar, or other parts of India. Thefe, in general, fpeak either broken 
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Portuguefe, os elfe ihe Malabar, feldoni the Dutch language, and learn various trades, 
by wliich they bring their mafters confiderable profit, elpecially fucR as are taylors, 
carpenters, bricklayers, or cooks. I'he flaves are let out by the month, week, or day, 
during which term they are to earn for their nfafters a certain fixed Aim per diem. The 
male llaves wear their owm hair, upon which they let a great value, wrapped up in a 
twilled handkerchief like a turban, and the females wreath up their hair and Ax it on 
their heads with a large pin, Trowl'ers cohllitute the other part of their drefs ; imd, 
as a token of their fervile condition, they alw'ays go barefoot, and without a hat. 

Previous to the company’s fitting down to meals, either dinner or fupper, a female Have 
brings a wafh-hand baf'oiuand towel, to wafh their hands, which is alfo done on the 
ccynpany’s rifing from table. In the houfes of the wealthy, every one of the company 
has a flave behind his chair to wait on him. The flave has frequently a large palm leaf 
in his hand, by way of a fan, to drive away the flies, which are as troublefbme here as 
they are in Sweden. 

As well within as without the town, neat and excellent gardens are laid out, both 
for fruit and culinary vegetables, being wittered by the ftreams that run down from the 
mountains. Among thefe, that extenAve and beautiful garden belonging to the com¬ 
pany diAinguifhes itfcif, like an old oak amidA a thicket of bufhes. It is from thefe 
gardens that the ftranger, on his arrival, meets with his Arfl refrefhments ; and from 
their fuperfluous fto^k the Dutch and other (hips are fupplied with ftores for their voy¬ 
age. The garden-feeds muA be brought every year frefli from Holland, as they other- 
wife, alnioll.all, degenerate in time, excepting the feeds of cauliAowers, which are 
brought to great perfeftion here, and, on that account, exported from hence to Hol¬ 
land, where they gradually degenerate. 

Apples, pears, and other European fruits, are mellower and riper, but have not that 
Aavour which they have in Europe, neither will they keep long. Nor are the peaches 
produced here equal in goodnefs to thofe of the fouth of Europe. They are fometimes 
tlried like pears, with or w'ithout ItonPs. 

The trees imported from Europe, fuch as oak (jqucrcus robur), the white poplar 
{pOputus iilbii'), and others, Aied their leaves in the winter, as they^o in their native 
places, whereas the African trees do not part with theirs. It is not long, however, be¬ 
fore,* they recover their leaves again. I'his circumftance is Angular enough: Arft, be- 
caufe the cold here in wtnter is not more fevere than it is in Sweden in the autumn j 
and, in »iie fecond place, becaufe they Ihed their leaves to the fouthward of the equa¬ 
tor at the very time that they put them forth to the northward of it. The lime-trees 
(filia Europaa) do. not thsive well, on account of the violent wands that rage here; 
and the faine may be faid*of the hazel (corylus avellana'), cherry-tree {prunus ccrafui), 
goofeberry-tree {ribes fp'oJTularta ct uva crifpa\ currant-tree (ribes rubrum ct nigrum)^ 
all of which degenerate, and leldom yield any fruit. 

The myrtle {tnyrtus coihniunit) grows to the height 4*f a tree^ though its Hern is neither 
thick nor ItiA, noi dot's it tiirow^ our many branches. E’or this reafon it feems to be 
proper, and indeed. Is Irequenily ufed, for forming high hedges, in a country fubjefl. 
to violent \ nid a5 its fupple Aem bends^to the ftorin. 

The fool i! I lie m|)ui'tain, or the hills round the town, conAAed of a ped Aame-coloured 
clay , w'hi; \- pi.': cc<\l>orn the water’s running down the ctacks, and tinging the earth 
with us at td, ' irged wuh ferruginous particles. Higher up on the hills, lie fcattered 
W'iihout i'l der dora s of all Azes, that have been rolled down from the mountains. 

/le or.g fthci i viA*ted M. Auge, the gardener, who has mademany^, and thofe very 
long, cxi lUia"IS into the interior part of the country, and has collefted all the plants 
and inlet";'., v fv, K fhe late Governor Tulbagh fent to Europe to Limiacus, and to the 
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Profeffors Bunnapn and Van Royen. And as he ftill continued his jourReys yearly into 
the country, he fold to ftrangers, as well herbals as birds and infefts. It Ws of him 
that M. Grubb, and the direftor of the bank in Sweden, purchafed that fine collection 
of plants, which was afterwards prefentefi to ProfelTor Bergius, and fo well defcribed 
by this latter gfentleman in his book of the Flanta Capenfes. M. Auge’s knowledge of 
botany was not very confiderable, nor did his collections in general extend much far¬ 
ther than to the great and the beautiful; but, in the meantime, we are almoft folely 
indebted to him for all the difcoveries which have been made fince the days of Her- 
mannus, Oldenlandus, and Hartogius, in this part of Africa. 

The citadel is fituated on the fea-fhore, below the city to tbe eaftward, and is fur- 
founded with high wails and deep ditches ; there is room enough in it for the governor, 
though he never lives there, as well as for the major, the other officers, and the foldiers. 
At fun-fet the great gate is fhut, when all the foldiers, that have not leave of abfence, 
are fummoned by beat of drum, and their names called over in each company. The 
little gate is kept open till ten o’clock, when the foldiers, who arc abfent, without hav¬ 
ing previoufly obtained leave of abfence for thf night, are fummoned by a bell, and their 
names are called over; the gate is after this not to be opened till the morning, except in 
cafe of neceflity, fuch as to fetch a midwife. A furgeon always fleeps in the cafllc. 

The firft thing a foldier mult provide himfelf with, is his own uniform ; this he re¬ 
ceives of the company, but mult ferve to the amount of its value^ Every third year 
the Company orders a number of new uniforms to be made for the ufe of the militia, 
and at no other time. If it Ihould fo happen, that the quantity ready-made ffiould not 
fuffice for recruits that arrive during this interval, they mult for fome time do their 
duty in their own clothes, and frequently in the jackets of the Zcelvcrkoopers, or kid¬ 
nappers, who have fent them thither. 

Soldiers, who have received in Holland what is called a bill of tranfport, receive no 
pay till they have ferved to the full value of it. This takes at leall a year and a half, 
or more j during which time they only receive £f little fubfiftence-money and fcrvice- 
money. What more they may want for fubfillence and clothes, they mull earn by 
any trade that they may happen to have learned, or by doing duty for the others on 
their leifure days. A foldier who has learned a good trade, may earn half a dollar a 
day, ai\d pays to him that does duty for him four fchellings. They have alfo an opp9r- 
tunity of making fomething by walhing for others. A foldier trtay indeed obtain double 
fubfiftence-money ; but then, two guilders per month are deduded from his pay, for 
what they term fubfidy-money. 

The foldiers go upon guard every other or every thircl day, and cpnfequently have a 
day or two to themfclves. The fame guard continues for twenty-four hours together, and 
confifts in the fmaller polls of a corporal and three men ; but in the greater, of a ferjeant 
and twelve men. When a man has been upon guard two hours, he is relieved, and ex¬ 
empt from duty, till four hours more are expired, when he goes upon guard again. 

A foldier is obliged to ferve five years, exclufive of the time taken up in the voyage, 
during which term he is not at liberty to return home; but by the favour of the offi¬ 
cers, confiderable dedudions may be made from this term, infomuch, that fornetimes a 
foldier refurns by the fame Ihip that brought fiim. Sometimes a Ijpldier is alfo meta- 
morphofed into a failor for this purpofe. ' ^ 

When his agreement is at an end., he may either return home or renew it j if he 
chbofes the latter, which is generally done for three years at firft, his pay is increafed 
two guilders moi'e per month ; this term being expired, he may engage for two years 
more, and then receives a frelh augmentation of two guilders per month j but in cafe 
of his continuing in the fervice after that term, his pay is augmented no more, unlefs, 
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indeed, heis'advanced. A foldier, if he has received any education, may be advanced 
to be a corporal, ferjeant, or officer, to be an affiflant in a faftory, of to be furgeon, if 
he has learned that art in Europe. 

. There are feveral means by which a foldief may be releafed from the obligation of 
doing duty. * The Tnofl; common way is by what they call a furlough in this cafe he 
. is exempt from all duty, and at full liberty to get his livelihood in what manner foever 
he is able, or by any trade that he may have learned. For this he pays four dollars 
per month, and to the adjutant of the company one ffiilling, in which cafe he receives 
his monthly pay. Of the,men belonging to the garrifon, there were now about one 
hundred and fifty that* had furloughs. The profits of the furloughs are diftributed 
among that part of the garrifon th;it does duty, and are called fervice-money; a foldier 
receives eight or nine, a corporttl twelve, and a ferjeant fixteen fliillings; the remainder 
is divided between the offifers. The furlough money is to be paid duly, the laft day 
of every month, into the hands of the chaplain, whole duty it is to receive it. In time 
of war thefe furloughs are not given, but every one muft thep do duty. The governor 
takes from among the foldiers as maijy as he choofes, to work gratis for him; the 
major takes four and twenty or more; the fifeal two, the book-keeper one, and fo on. 
Thefe then are either to work for the above-mentioned gentlemen, or to pay them their 
furlough money. The greater number there is taken of thefe men, the heavier does 
the duty fall upoi> the reft of the foldiers. • 

The foldiers receive their pay of the lieutenant of the company every four months; 
which for this reafon is called the good month. 

If any perfon in the town or country wifhes for a foldier, either as a teacher for his 
children, or to work in his Ihop, he may get one by the means juft indicated; but if 
fuch foldier has taken up a bill of tranfport in Holland, this muft now be repaid to the 
value of about eighty dollars, for which the fellow muft ferve till it is paid oft'; if in the 
mean time he Ihould die, the lofs will be on the fide of the tradefman. 

Sailors may in the fame manne? take out furloughs, by paying to the purfer eight 
dollars per month. 

• A perfect immunity from fervice, as well as erafure from the pt^mafter’s books, may 
indeed be alfo obtained ; but on no other confideration than that of being held difqua- 

* lifted for the company’s fervice. ' 

There are others, called Lichten, who neither do duty, nor have any furlouglis, nor re- 
ceive'any pay, aifo are alwiiys at their full liberty in time of peace; but when once they 
enter into the forvice again, jhey muft ferve their five years out, for which they agreed. 

Prayers are read in the citadel every morning and evening by a chaplain. On Sun¬ 
day a fentinel is placed before the church-door, but within the church-door a foldier 
would fcarcely be tolerated. 

Before the citadel, in a large convenient place, are laid the wine and water-cafks that 
come from the fhips to be repaired; as likewife«a great quantity of planks and fpars.' 
In order to prevent any thing from being ftolen, a fentinel is placed here in the night¬ 
time. This poft is not unprofitable, when the foldier happens to catch a young fellow 
engaged in clofe converfation with fooie female friend; in which cafe he muft*nniko the 
foldier a compliment of a few dollars to avoid being taken into cuftody, aijd difeovered, 
or, at all events,\incommoded and difturbed in his menus plaifirs. 

If a foldier falls fick, he is taken to the hofpital, where he has medicines and his diet 
gratis, till he recov^jrs, but he receives no pay, except his fhare of the furlough-money. 
Yet, if his difeafe is of a venereal nature, even this is withheld fr®m him. if he does 
not choofe to go to the hofpital, he is at liberty to go elfcwhere, though then he is 
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obliged to pay his own phyfician, his attendants, and other neceflary exp^n^es, out of 
his own purfe, but receives his pay and fubfiftence-money. 

Chimneys are not uf'ed in this country, nor are they wanted; and to ftoves they are 
utter ftrangers. Yet 1 have known a family or two that had a fire-place in their hall, 
though rather for pleafure than for any other occafion they had for it. • The ladies 
have generally live coals in a kind of covered chaffing-difli or ftove, which in winter¬ 
time they fet on the ground under their clothes to warm them. 

The cold is feverelf in the months of Auguft or September, efpecially on mornings 
and evenings, when it rains or blows hard. The wind feels very piercing on account 
of the thin clothing that is worn here. The winter at the Cape refembles the months 
of,Auguft, SeptemW, and Odober in Sweden. 

The mothers in this country feldom put their children out to nurfe, but fuckle them 
themfelves, for which reafon they have, in general, eafier labours. 

. There are a few families who have defcended from Blacks in the female line, for three 
generations back. The fit;;!!; generation, proceeding from an European who is married 
to a tawny flave that has been made free, remains tawny, but approaching to a white 
complexion; but the children of the third generation, mixed with Europeans, become 
quite white, and are often remarkably beautiful. 

The flave-houfe of the Company is adjacent to the garden, and contains a great 
number of llavcs, who work in the garden and on buildings, carry, burdens from the 
fhips, &c. Thofe that are fick here have a furgeon to attend them. The Company 
brings the greateft part of its flaves from Madagafcar, whereas private perfons bu) 
their’s of the officers belonging to the ffiips, as well Dutch as French, that are on their 
return home from the Eaft Indies, feldom of the Englifh, and never of the Swediffi. 

Before the fhips weigh anchor, all the convalefcents are fcleded out from the hofpital, 
and diftributed on board the fhips. 

The officers of the fhips, during their ftay here, fell to great advantage feveral European 
commodities, fuch as wine, ale, tobacco-pipes, coarft and fine hardw'are, clothes, flioes, 
glafs, and houfehold furniture; the European hams, beef, faufages, tongues, herrings, 
flock-fifh, falmon, and cheefe, with feme other articles, were alfo in great rcquefl. 

Whereas the foreign fhips, that flop here, lie in the roads a fhort time only to take- 
in provifions, and then refume their voyage, the Dutch fhips are obliged to flop a great 
while, in order to take the convalefcents on board, who after all c8me thither in a very 
indifferent flate of health. The Dutch have alfo occafion^ for a greater number of 
failors to work their fhips than other nations, as their rigging is made after the old 
fafhion, with large blocl« and thick cordage, heavy and clumfy in every refpeft. 

The Company’s garden is always open to the public. It is nine bundled and ninety- 
fix paces long, two hundred and fixty one broad, and has forty-four quarters, which 
are feparated from each other by hedges, confifling, for the mofl part, of oaks or bays 
{laurus nobilh\ feveral yards in height. I obferved here, that a roycna villofa, that 
grew befide one of thefe oaks, had fairly perforated one of its branches through the 
very trunk of the oak, in which it now grew like a parafitic plant. In like manner I 
obferved in another garden, in which a feat had been fixed between two trees, that the 
bark of one f^f the trees had grown over the feat, like a fungus (boletus), and held it 
fafl. In the menagerie were feveral rare and uncommon animals, and particularly great 
numbers of birds. 

Male and female flaves, though belonging to different maflers, frequently cohabit 
together,, by permiffion of their owners, in which cafe the children always become the 
property of him who is the owner of the female flave. Though the man, that cohabits 

with 
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with the woman flave, be a freed man, or even a European, ftill their offspring are 
flaves. So ‘that the bonds of wedlock among flaves are but loofejy co ntrafted, and 
eafily broken through. A mafter has the right of chaftifing his flaves with a whip, but 
has no power over their lives, as this belpngs to the magiftrate. If a flave is too. 
leverely treated by his mafter, he may complain to’the fifcal; and if it then appears that 
he has been ill ufed, the owner is made to pay a confiderable fine. If a flave lifts up his 
. hand againft his mafter or miftrefs, or any white man, he is punifhable with death. 

A flave can give no evidence ; nor has he the power of bearing, much lefs of living 
in his poffelfion, any kind of fire-arms : by tlicfe means the flaves, who always greatly 
exceed the Europeans in number, are kept unarmed. As foon as a flave is enfranchifed, 
he wears flioes, ftockiiigs, and a hat, as a mark of his freedom. 

• In the months of April, May, and June, when the ftiips lie in the road, the nafal 
officers frequently put up at audion fuch commodities as they wifh to difpofe of at this 
place; for this they pay five per cent, to the fifcal, who receives five dollars for every 
cheit brought on fliore, for which five guilders only were paid in Holland. All Euro¬ 
pean merchandizes are fold here at thirty, fifty, and one hundred per cent, profit. 

The winter months are reckoned here from the middle of May till the middle of 
Auguft, during which times ftiips muft not enter Table-Bay, on account of the ftorray 
north-wefterly winds that prevail then, and might drive them on Ihore ; but they are 
obliged to anchor in Falfe-Bay. • , 

Ratans, fplit veTy thin and faftened together with firings, fo as to roll up eafily, are 
much ufed here for window-blinds. They are alfo employed for making balkets, bot¬ 
toms or beds, and feats of chairs. 

The thick bamboo canes, though hollow, are very ftrong. 'I’hey are ufed for 
making the fidcs of ladders, and as perches to carry burdens on ; of* the more young 
and flendor ftems are made fences, to fet up on the tops of walls and of wooden pales. 

'I'he feed-vell'els of the filver-tree {jirotea argentea) ferve as fuel} the rejiio dichototnus 
(Bcfem riet) for brooms. , 

Kukumakranka {getbyllis) is the name given to the legumen or pod of a plant, that 
grew at this time among the fand-hills near the town, without either leaves or flowers. 
’This pod was of the length of one's finger, fomewhat wider at top’than at bottom, had 
a pleafant fmell, and was held in great efteem by the ladies. The finell of it refembled 
*<n fome meafure that <af ftrawberries, and filled the whole room. • 

On j^he clay-hills near the fhore before the citadel, 1 obferved people digging up the 
earth, which was mixed with a great many fea-fhells, and putting it into balkets. This 
they walhed till nothing but rfie fhells remained. In like manner I faw them carefully 
gather the larg^ fhe!l§ thrown up by the fca on the (reach, and lay them up in large 
heaps to dry. Thefe fhells they burn to lime for bu.lding. For this purpofe they 
make a pile of billet and bufti-wood, within which the fhells are laid and burned. 

In Robben Ifland a great quantity of ftiells are colleded, and made into lime for the * 
Company's fervice, % the criminals exiled there. * In the* whole country there is no 
other lime to be found, nor any mountains containing either chalk or lime-ftone. 

Poets are faid to be born fo ; but the Dutch here, and indeed all over tiie Eaft- 
Indies, may be faid to be born merchants; for in cafe the father does not trade, but 
carries on fome hilndicraft bufinefs, hi»wife, daughter, or fon muft ; and tfiis is always 
done in,a particular way of their own, and often without any regular fyftem. There" 
is fcarce one regular merchant to be found; but every body carries on trade, and 
keeps a certain fpecias of goods only, at a certain time of the year, \^y which he endea¬ 
vours to gain the moft he can. 

Two 
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Two winds in particular prevail here throughout the year, and are frequently very 
violent, viz. the fouth-eaft wind in the fummer, and the north-weft in winter. When 
the eaft or fouth-eaft wind begins to blow, it drives the clouds againft the mountains, 
and away over them, which occafions a, kind of drizzling rain up in thofe regions; 
the clouds are afterwards difperfed bebow the fummit of the mountain ; and when the 
clouds are carried off, the wind may continue indeed, but then it is always accompanied 
with fine dry weather. 

The town has but one Calviniftical church, which is tolerably large and handfome. 
The Lutherans have not hitherto been able to obtain permiflion to ercdft one, though 
their number here is very large : the Calviniftical church is ferved by two clergymen, 
who live in the town, and are well paid. ■ 

The hofpital is ill fituated, and much out of repair, infomuch that a new one will 
ftiortly be erefted on a more extenfive and convenient plan. The patients here are not 
remarkably well taken care of, on account of the fmall portion of medical (kill poflefled 
by the perfon who fuperintcnds the hofpital; though the company fparcs for no ex- 
penfe with regard to them. I was informed, that the company pays two hundred du- 
catoons per annum, or fomething more than fix hundred guilders, for the article of 
almonds only, for the patients, of which, perhaps, they do not get one. Every half 
year the moiety of this fum is paid down, an exad calculation having been previoufly 
made, how many t{?oufands of almonds may be had for that money, according to the 
then current price. So that the fum is always the fame, though the quantity of almonds 
varies with the price ; and the patients always receive the fame quantity, that is, little 
or nothing. For every one in the hofpital, that goes through a courfe of mercurial 
fridion for the venereal difeafe, the furgeon receives eight dollars; and the patient muft 
pay two dollars for his medicines, as it is not thought proper that he ftiould be cured 
of this difeafe gratis. 

Several ftreets in the town are adorned with canals filled with the water that comes 
from the fuperimpending mountains; but the bringing of the water, by means of 
■wooden pipes, from the fame mountains down to the great bridge in the harbour, at 
the fide of the citadel, where the Ihips unload, is of greater importance ; as the Ihips’ 
boats may conveniently lay along-fide of it, and fill their calks with the pureft water. 

The fmall-pox and mealies are the moll fatal diftempers here j for the prevention of 
which they make the fame provifions, as is done in other places againft the plague. 
Confequently, as foon as a Ihip has anchored in the road, a furgeon is fent on board 
of it, to examine whether any body in the Ihip is at that vme infeQed, or during the 
voyage has been infefted with either of thefe difeafes. In the latter cafe, no one from 
the Ihip is fuffered to come on fhore ; but the commander is advifed to‘go to fome other 
place with the veffel; which, in the mean-time, is furnilhed with whatever it may Hand 
in need of. When at any time the fmall-pox is carried thither, every one flies in hafte 
to the interior parts of the country. This infedious diforder, 1 obferved, and fome 
French Ihips, which they t‘ook for ‘enemies, were the only things that at this junfture 
could infpire thele rich farmers and burghers with fear, and make them Ihift their 
quarterc. They were not yet become rational enough to adopt inoculation. In 1713, the 
fmall-pox was brought here by a Danilh Ihip, when it made a dreadful havoc among the 
Europeans as well as Hottentots, only three houfes having efcaped. "Rie Hottentots died 
in fuch multitudes, that their bodies lay in the fields and highways uhburied. 

In 1755, this diforder appeared for the fecond timej and in 1767, in April, for 
the third and laft prae, being in like manner brought by a Danilh Ihip. I'he laft time 
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the meafles prevailed in thefe parts, they were the more deftruftivc, as the furgeons 
fent out by* the governor, from ignorance of the difeafe, treated it |)erverfely. It is 
much to be lamented, that the account given of the medical praftitioners of the Cape 
for fome time part, Ihould fo exaftly tally wiA that tranfmitted to us by Karmpfer, in 
his Ammnit. E^ot. Fafcic. 3. p. 534 & 535, of the furgeons in the Eaft todies. 

The town is adorned with three large fquares ; in one of thefe Hands the Proteftant 
church ; it likewife has a fountain in it* which fumilhes the inhabitants of the town with 
water j in the other is the town-hall j and the third is lately laid out for the convenience 
of the country people who bring their goods to market, and in this is to be built the 
watch-houfe for the fire-meif. 

On the fhore itfelf feveral batteries of dilFerent fizes are erefted for the defence of 
the city. The citadel is intended to proted them as well againfl internal as foreign 
enemies, but the batteries more particularly againft the Ihips of a foreign power ; and 
in fad, thefe can do no more execution in the road than the citadel poflibly can do. 
There were now, though in rather an indifferent ftate of repair, the Great Battery, 
the Little Battery, the New Battery, the Bones, and the Line-Guard. 

In the beginning of July, I made a day’s excurfion to Mount Paarl, in company 
with Dr. Le Sueur, who was fent for to fee a patient that had been ill of a fever, and 
had now fuch a weaknefs in his joints and ligaments, that he could not lift his hands 
to his mouthy and his knee-pans were fo loofe, that‘he had loft toe ufe of his legs 
likewife. Dr. Le Sheur was a native of the Cape, but had ftudied in Holland, and 
taken his degrees at Groningen. 

In many places the roads were interfeded by large rivers, which were now fo fwelled 
by the heavy rains, that the water almoft came into the carriage, the current being at 
the fame time very ftrong. 

The land in thefe parts was very poor, being merely loofe fand, under which lay 
the folid rock, confifting of brown ferrugihous clumps, compofed of clay, vitriolic 
acid, and ftate. In thefe meagre pltins, neverthelefs, Phylicas, Ericas, anci Proteas 
grew in abundance. 

At PaT’’! the cold is felt more fenfibly in the mornings and eyenings than at the 
Cape, and the hoar-froft frequently damages the vegetables in the gardens. The 
eaflerly winds are faid to be very powerful here, and in fummer-time to blow the 
grains of wheat out of toe ear. • 

Buttq' is churned every day in the fummer, and every other day, or every third 
day, in the winter. They ilfually pour hike-warm water into the churn, in order that 
the milk may coagulate the bdter. 

The houfes aro generally fituated at the foot of the mountains, from whence water 
runs down to them. The want of water in other places, and the confequcnr poverty 
of the foil, muft be confidered as the reafon why this country, fo excellent in other 
refpefts, cannot be very clofely inhabited. The African fqil is intrin/ically meagre j 
but its fertility, which is fo much cried up by many, muft be aferibed to the excellence 
of the climate; for thofe fpots where water and a little mould are to be found, and 
which confequently are capable of cultivation, produce a rich harveft of corn, ddlicious 
fruits, and excellent wines. The chief object of the farmer, when chufing^ fpot for 
his abode, is to fin^ an earthy foil in the vicinity of water. 

Every peafant builds his own houfe, fometimes of bricks, fometimes only of clay, 
lime, and fand. Every one of them poffeffes a great number of horfes, oxen, cows, 
ftieep, goats, ducks, and geeft, which in the day-time are'driven out on the .hills, 
and tended by a flavc, and driven home again at fun-fet. At night all thefe animals 
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fleep in the open air, each fpecies feparately, in a place fenced in by a mud wall. 
This is faid to be very detrimental to the wool of the Iheep (the ovis laiicauda). It 
was pleafant in the higheft degree to fee the lambkins, which are kept while they are 
young in the houfe, go in the evenings' to meet their mothers on their return home. 
As foon as they heard the voice of their dams at a great diftance, the little hungry 
creatures began to cry out and run towards them; but if they could not fee their 
mothers diftindly, they would immediately run back again. When their dams approach 
ftili nearer, their cries increafed, and the lambs run full fpced to meet them, and fol¬ 
lowed them home again. The wool of thefe African Ihecp, which have large tails, is 
none of the belt, and is not empl yed either in the manufafturing of cloth or for any 
jother important purpofe, much Id's is it exported. M. Hemming, however, had, a 
few years before, a piece of cloth woven from it large enough to make a complete 
fuit of clothes. 

I frequently obferved the fhin-bones of fheep ufed, both'in town and country, either 
for fetting round the trees in the flreets, or I'or dividing the parterres in the flower- 
gardens, where they had a very pretty efl'eCf, tlie end of the ginglymus articulation 
being placed uppermoft. 

Wolves were caught by an eafy and ingenious method : a fquare or oblong houfe was 
erefted, either of brick or only of clay, of the height of fix feet or more, without 
any other covering than a few wooden bars. In the front a low opening is left with 
a trap-door before it. In the houfe is laid a bait, tied to a rope that is faflened to a 
peg. This peg is brought through the low'er part of the back wall, and Ifuck into a 
piece of wood which hangs dowm the wall on the outfide; to the upper part of this 
piece of wood is fixed another rope that pafles over the top of the houle, and is faflened 
to the trap-door, which it thus keeps fufpended over the aperture. The wolf having 
entered the houfe, pulls the bait, and at the fame time pulls out the peg from the 
piece of wood, when the trap-door falls down, and makes the wnlf prifoner. 

The ftyle of building in the country, among people in good circumftances, is 
nearly fimilar to that in town, viz. firft, there is a hall at the entrance of the houfe, 
and before this is ^ long gallery ; on each fide of the hall is a room ; and on one fide 
of the gallery is the kitchen, and on the other a bed-chamber. People of inferior 
circumftances had a gallery, w’ith a chamber on each fide of it, and the kitchen be¬ 
hind. ■ The poorer fort had huts of clay, with doors and windows almoft pervious to 
the weather. 

I'he water that runs down the mountains to the farms that lie below them is fre¬ 
quently condufled by art to different places, fuch as to artificial fountains, or to gar¬ 
dens, for the purpofe of watering them in time of drought, cr to fifti-ponds to fupply 
them with water. 

Such waters as accumulated in the plains below the mountains, and formed rivulets, 
which at times were fo deep in certain places, as to make ferries or boats ncceffary 
for palling them, the farmers rendered ufeful to themfelves, by damming them up, in 
order to make them overflow their vineyards planted on their banks ; when the water, 
gently running off from them, manured the foil and rendered it fertile. 

The vineyards near Paarl flourilhed amazingly, and vines were fecn here fifty years 
old. A vine was faid to bear fo early as the 'fecond year after it,was planted, but to 
yield a full vintage in the third. All the vines here were kept low, in order to make 
them produce large clufters. 

In this place a church was erefled and provided <irith a Calvinift minifter and a 
clerk. Divine fervice, however, is not performed every Sunday; but when the 
lo minifter 
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minifter is go^e on a journey, Tick, or otherwife hindered, the clerk reads to the con* 
gregation fcWne portion of the Bible. • 

' The farmers, or colonifts, all through the country are, as well as the inhabitants of 
the city, all burghers, and are confequently obliged to be always in readinefs, in cafe 
of a war, to .defend their country. For this purpofe they are divided into companies, 
and certain perfons among them appointed their officers. 

• On the fudden approach of danger from any enemy, the whole body of the inha¬ 
bitants may be fummoned by the firing of guns and hoifting of flags. For this pibr- 
pofe cannons are planted at proper intervals, and at the fide of each Hands a flag-ftaff', 
to give fignals in cafe of the approach of an enemy, or of any great, fleet belonging 
to a foreign power. In fuch cafe, feven guns are fired from the Lion’s Head. The, 
c^non on the banks of Zour Rjvier is next difcharged, which is repeated by another 
placed at a greater diftance, then by a third, and fo on ; the flag being always hoifted 
before the firing of the gun* by which means the alarm is foon given throughout the 
w'hole country. , 

As an antidote againft the bite of ferpents, the blood of the turtle was much cried 
up, which, on account of this extraordintiry virtue, the inhabitants dry in the form of 
fmall fcales or membranes, and carry about them when they travel in this country, 
which fwarms with this moft noxious vermin. Whenever any one is wounded by a 
ferpent, he takes a couple of pinches of the dried bldod internally*nd applies a little 
of it to the wound. * 

Surgeons, apothecaries, and others, when they cannot find in this country the ufual 
and genuine inedicinal plants, look for others that fomewhat refemble them, either in 
their flowers, leaves, fmell, or general habit, and then give them the fame names. 
I'he phyfician, who hears this quid pro quo mentioned, muft not let it’puzzle or mif- 
lead him. 

The leaves of the calla Mthiopica, a plant which grew even in the ditches about the 
gardens near the Cape, were faid t# ferve for food for the (Yzer-varken or) por¬ 
cupines. 

'i'he rc. t of the arSiopus cchinatus, which grew both near the Cape and in other 
places, was of a foft texture, and contained a very whqe and pure gum, which was 
ufed in the form of a decoftion, as an excellent purifier of the blood, and likewife as 
a remedy in the gonorrhoea. • 

'I’hc ^oot of the byronia Africana ferved the country-people for an emetic; infufed 
in wine or brandy it proves A excellent purge, efpeciaily if a piece of bread be eaten 
after it. ^ * . 

I’he geranium Ifu'ullatum^ a fragrant plant, was ufed as an emollient, inclofed in 
fmall bags. 

Of the leaves of the barbonia cordata the country-people made tea. 

The moniinia acris, though it is of a very acrid nature, was faid to be eaten by the 
Ihccp. 

The Hottentots eat the fruit of the braheium Jlellatum^ a large fhrub that grows near 
brooks and rivulets, called Wilde Caftanien (wild chefnuts), and foraetimes ufed by the 
country-people inftead of coffee: the olitfide rind being taken off, the fruit js fteeped 
in water to depriv^ it of its bitternefs«j it is then boiled, roaftedj and ground like 
coffee. , 

The gout and dropfy were common difeafes in this country, proceeding‘from the 
great quantities of wine that was drank, and the very varying and cold winds. 

c 2 The 
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The fields were by no means fo thickly covered with grafs here as they |re in Europe, 
where the grafs-turf, with its great variety of flowers, forms the moft beautiful carpet; 
but the grafs grew very thin, fltewing the bare fand between the blades, fo that onjp 
could not with any pleafure lie dowji ondt to reft one’s felf. 

The barley,, after it had attained to a confiderable height, wtls mp,wed' once or 
oftener, and given to the horfes as fodder. It was faid, that it might be cut in the 
month of Auguft, when in the ear. I frequently faw bundles of it brought to town 
in this ftate to market. The barley in this country is cultivated chiefly for the ufe of 
horfes; a few bundles of it being cut every evening, after the horfes are come in from 
grafs, and laid in the ftablc, or clfe out in the yard, where thefe animals are tied up, 
for their night-provender. 

Beer is never brewed in the country, where the people, when thirfty, drink water, 
tea, coffee, or wine; but a brewery has been eftabliflied near Cape I'own. I’lie C'ape 
beer, however, is never remarkably good, but generates wind in the ftomach, ami 
foon turns four. This ip the reafon why they are obliged to import their beer from 
Europe; the Dutch, Danifli, and Englilh beer, which they fometimes drink in fmail 
quantities at their meals, being held in particular efteem. 

The vineyards muft be dug every year, and the ground turned, yet without difturb- 
ing the vines. In manuring them, the old earth is dug away from around the vines, 
and fo that a hole rs left in which the manure is laid. If a vine dies, a branch of an 
adjoining vine is bent down into the hole, where it foon ftrikes root, and is afterwards 
cut oft' at the top. 

A widow at the Paarl had three Hottentots in her fervice; they {poke with much 
delicacy and foftnefs, clacking lightly and rapidly with their longues both belore and 
while they pronounced their words. Their complexion was brown, but by no means 
inclining to black, being more like that of a fun-burnt European. The apparent 
brownnefs of their complexions, in fad, proceeded more from the great quauiity ol 
ftinking greafe with which they befmeared themfelves than from nature. 'I’hc girls 
were loud of fmoking tobacco, which they did with a pipe fo Ihort, that the bowl of 
it came clofe to their lips. Their hair is of a fingular nature, being quite black, and 
twilled up together like fliort wool, fo as to refemble the nap upon frieze, the inter- 
ftices between each lock being quite bare. 

On my return to the Cape, I fiiw, towards the end of Junej- a body of Hottentots, 
men, women, and children, to the number of nine tmd fifty, brought up about o;u 
hundred and fifty miles from the interior part of the country, where tliey had com¬ 
mitted various ads of violence againft the colonifts. They had been taken by a 
Hottentot captain, of the name of Kees, in the cleft of a mountain, where they liai! 
concealed and fortified themfelves againft a party of peafants and foldicrs ordered out 
againft them, and had for a long time defended themfelves, by rolling large ftonei; 
down upon their enemies. In two villages they had carried off' the cattle, killed ih.e 
inhabitants, plundered the houfes, and taken poffeflion of feveral fire-arms. They 
did not deny their crimes, but afl'erted that they aded fo in their own defence, the 
Europeans making every year frefli encroachments upon their lands and pofleflions, 
and forcing them continually farther up into the country, whence they were driven 
back again by the 'other Hottentots, or elfe killtid. 'I'hel'e Hottentots were Bolliieftnen, 
of a dark brown complexion, fome of w hom were naked, wearing only a bgnd round 
their waifts, which covered the pudenda before. Others wore, hanging loofe over 
their Ihoulders, a fheep’s fkin, the ends of which fcarcely met before, the upper part 
going, like a calalh, over the head. The women had their little ones hanging behind 
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on their flwjulders; and girls eleven or twelve years of age had already children. 
'J’hc womMi were adorned with ear-rings, and broad rings of metal found their wrifts. 
f^l’heir mouths and cheekbones were very prominent, fo that they bore the ftrongeft 
rcfemblance imaginable to apes. After thefa Hottentots had been confined for fome 
time at the Cape, they loft their colour, and became almoft white. 

On the 28th of June, the Javanefe here celebrated their new-year. For this pur- 
pole they hud decorated an apartment in a houfe with carpets, that covered the ceil¬ 
ing, walls, and floor. At Ibme diftance from the fartheft wall an altar was r^ifed, 
frcmi the middle' of which a pillar rofe up to the ceiling, covered with narrow flips of 
gilt paper and filk alternuRtly; from above, downw'ards, ran a kind of lace between 
the projefting edges. At the bafe of this pillar were placed bottles with nofegays 
*ftuck in them. Before the i^ltar lay a cufliion, and on this a large book. The 
women, who were all Handing or fitting near the door were neatly drefled, and the 
men wore night-gowns of* fdk or cotton. Frankincenfe was burned. The men fat 
crols-leggcd on the floor, difperfed all over the room. Several yellow wax-candles 
were lighted up. Many of the afl’embly had fans, which they found very ufeful for 
cooling thcmfelves in the great heat neceflarily produced by the alTemblage of a great 
auiuber of people in a fmull fpacc. Two priefts were diftinguiflied by a fmall conical 
ca[) from the reft, who wore handkerchiefs tied round their heads in the form of a 
turban. About eight in the evening the fervice Commenced, when they began to 
ling, loud and Ibff alternately, fometimes the priefts alone, at other times the whole 
congregation. Ain r this a priclt read out of the great book that lay on the cufliion 
before the altar, the congregation at times reading aloud after him. I obferved them 
reading after the Oriental manner, from right to left, and imagined it to be the Alco¬ 
ran that they were reading, the Javanefe being rnoftly Mahometans. Between the 
finging and reading, coffee was ferved up in cups, and the principal man of the con¬ 
gregation at intervals accompanietl their finging on the violin. 1 underftood after¬ 
wards, that this was a prince from Java, who had oppofed the interefts of the Dutch 
Kaft India Company, and for that reafon had been brought from his native country to 
uie Cap"', where he lives at the Company’s expence. 

On the 30th of June 1 vifited Paradife, and other farms belongfng to the Company, 
and fituated below Table Mountain. Rondebofeh is a villa bekmging to the governor. 
‘On this eaftefn fide, Along I'able Mountain, the fouth-eaft wind does not blo\t fo hard 
us at Cape, for which reafon alfo both trees and Ihrubs grow here. Among other 
trees, the pine (piiiia Jylvijfiris) w'as confpicuous by its elegant crown. Wild vines 
(Wilde Druyven, viiis viiiy;iitca) made a dillinguiflied figure at this time with their red 
berries, which rcfembled cherries, and w'ore eatable. 

In the beginning of July, I fet out on an excurfum on foot, for a few days, to 
Conftamia and the neighbouring farms. In foiiie places rivulets ran acrofs the road 
between the valleys down from the mountains, ayd at this time they were diflicult 
to pafs. 

Ferruginous ftones (P'.ifer ftlij)pcn), or floncs containing iron, w^ere found here, as 
well as nearer to the C'ape. • 

1 obferved tlie clouds to be ui'iven*in contrary directions, the lower cloyds coming 
from the fouth-ea^, and the upper be«ig carried towards the fame'quarter. 

The dmncftic animals, which otherwife arc kept in the open air throughout the 
whole country, were here fheltcred under a flicd, that was open in the front. 

Cn my return to town, 1 had the opportunity of feeing a Chinefe burial. Ip their 
Tliurying-ground, at a fhort diftance from the city, fmall ratans are ftuck up, faftened 
together with cotton-thread, fo as to form an arch or a vaulted roof over the tomb. 


In 
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In a large hog that was killed, were found feveral round worms (lumbpci)^ which 
was faid to be a common cafe here with thefe animals. 

July the 21 ft, 1 took a walk to Paarl and Stellenbofch. ! 

From the Cape the horizon, on the land fide, appears bounded by high mountains, 
that ftretch acrofs the whole country. The plain between the Cape and thefe moun¬ 
tains, which is one day’s journey long, is for the moft part an uncultivated traft of 
fand, and deftitute of water, which for the moft part is no where to be met with but 
near “the finaller fcattered hills, which lie about as it were infulated, and without any 
very evident connexion with each other. A traveller who has not been provident 
enough to bring water with him, has no other refource for»affuaging his thirft in this 
burning heat, than ftritlly to examine, whether any black Ihepherds are to be found 
attending their mafter’s flocks in the neighbourhood,,, who may either have w'atcr' 
theinfelves, or may be able to inform him where to find it. In the winter feafon, 
however, on account of the frequent rains, large trafts of this plain lie under water. 

The name of Kapock-bjrd was given to a very fmall bird, that forms its neft (which 
is as curious as it is beautiful, and is of the thicknefs of a coarfe worfted {locking) 
from the down {pappus eriocephali) of the wild fofemary-tree (Wilde Rofmaryn). 

In the months of April and May the feed is put into the ground ; but in June and 
July the earth, which often has lain fallow for feveral, fometimes ten, twelve, and fif¬ 
teen years, is ploughed up. Theflarger bulhes are previoufly pulled up by the roots, 
and the finaller ones left for the plough ; all the bulhes are then cdlleded, and burnt 
on the field, which are richly manured by the alhes. The fpots on which the com- 
buftion has been performed, always produces a thicker and more luxuriant grafs than 
ufual j fo that Inch places are cafily diftinguifliable in a meadow by the high tufts of 
grafs. The wheat here was faid to yield, in general, at the rate of eight and ten, but 
frequently fifteen, twenty, and twenty- five to one; whereas in many other places again, 
the produce is ftill more abundant. I was even told, that at one farin Iburteen 
bulhcls of feed had produced about fifty-five quarta's of grain. 

The ant-eater, or Aardvarken {myrmccophaga'), digs large holes in the earth, in 
which in the day-time he lies fecure from his enemies. The country was full of fuch 
holes. This animal' was faid to be fo {trong, that feveral oxen together would not be 
able to drag it out of its retreat. It digs very expeditioufly. The flefh of it is eaten, 
and efpeeially the hams, when hung up and dried. It lives on feveral Ibrts of ants, 
efpecially the large red ones, which build their hillocks of clay, and are very common, 
increafing every year. 

The daughters of the colonifts are fometimes with child by their fathers’ black 
{laves. In this cafe, in confideration of a round fum of money,.a huffeand is generally 
provided ^or the girl, but the Have is fent away from that part of the country. 

Hofpitality is carried to a great length among the farmers throughout all this country, 
infomuch that a traveller may, without being at any expence either for board or lodg¬ 
ing, pafs a longer or {horter time with thefe people, who with the greateft cordiality 
receive and entertain ftrangers. On the contrary, a ftranger finds it very dear living 
in town*; where he is obliged to pay at leaft a dollar, if not a dollar and a half, per day 
for his boafd and lodging. 

I'he farmers in general make four regular meak a day, viz. breakf^ll at feven, dinner 
at eleven, their afternoon’s luncheon at four, and fupper at eight. 

A foldier here is not at liberty to marry, left, as in this cafe he muft live' with his wife 
out of the citadel, he fhould run in debt in the town, and, in confequence of this, incur 
the ufual punifhment, which is tranfportation to Batavia. Neverthelefs, it would be 
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much better Jthat a foldier or corporal fliould be at liberty to marry, and, receiving his 
pay, do hit duty ; and on thofe days, when he is exempted from dmy, earn his liveli- 
?^ood by teaching, or by fome trade: and although many, as daily experience evinces, 
for want of this regulation, fall into bad courfes,, and ruin themfelves by connexions 
with black women; riot to mention, that a married foldier, in cafe .of a war fuper- 
vening, always fights for his country, his wife and children, with greater courage and 
• fpirit than another; yet, in defiance of reafon and common feiife, all fuch men are 
obliged to quit the fervice and become free citizens. This freedom, how^ever, th^' do 
not obtaiti but on condition of entering again into the Company’s I'ervice, if neceffity 
(hould require, and this in'the fame capacity as that in which they left it. 

Though the town is entirely under the Company’s jurifdiftion, and confequently is 
tubjeft to the governor and filcal; yet, in what concerns the management of its parti¬ 
cular affairs, it has its own mayor and aldermen, with other necellary officers. 

The burghers, both in the town and throughout the whole country, are enrolled as 
militia-men for the defence of the colony, being divided info^ fevcrai companies of foot 
and horfe, and commanded by officers from among their own body. They meet every 
year to do their exerciie, and in the towfl they go upon the municipal guard, &c. 

The dead aie buried without either clergyman, prayers, or the ceretnony of throw¬ 
ing earth on the body. 

The ceremonies of marriage and baptifm muft always be perfotmed in the church ; 
private bapiilm, in* cafe of neceffity, not being fufl'ered. 

Slaves are very feldom enfrani hifed ; the free blacks are not permitted to go upon 
the municipal guard ; but in time of war they are obliged to throw up batteries with 
their fpades, which are their weapons. They are commanded, however, by one of 
their own body. The Haves, whom each mafler of a family muft drivb before him out 
of Ids houfe himfelf when required, againfl the enemy, are alio formed into companies. 
The burghers, as well as the fervants of the Company, are then flationed each at his 
pofl. All the civil officers are flationed within the caflle, and others at the batteries in 
diflerent places. 

In th. month of vVugufl the winter drew near to its end, and the field§ began to be 
'decorated wirh flowers ; it therefore now became necefiary for me to think of fuch pre¬ 
parations as would be ufeful and rcquifite for me in my approaching long journey into 
the interior part of tha country ; a journey, relative to which a promife had been given 
me, tl^at 1 fhould make it in a great meafure at the Company’s expence. 

■ I therefore provided inyfeff with necefiary cloaths, as well as with boxes and bags, for 
collecting roots and feeds, with boxes and pins for inferils, a keg of arrack for preferv- 
ing ferpents and amphibious animals, cotton and boxes for fluffing and keeping birds in, 
cartridge-paper for the drying of plants, tea and bilcuits for my own ufe, and tobacco to 
diflribute among the Hottentots, together with fire-arms, and a large quanti^ of pow- 
der, ball, and fhot of various kinds. Shoes for the fpace of four months were no in- 
confiderablfe article in this account, as the leather prepared in the Indies is by no 
means flrong; befides, that it is quite cut to pieces, or foon worn put, by the fharp 
flones that occur every where in the mountains. • 

M y equipage confdled of a faddle-lTorfe, a cart covered with a fail-cloth, like an am¬ 
munition-waggon’,^ and three yoke of.oxcn, by which it was to b6 drawn through the 
whole of the journey. My travelling companions were Auge, the gardener, who had 
before made eighteen journeys of different lengths into the country, and was now to be 
my lure-and faithfiri guide; M. Immelman, a youth, the fon of,a lieutenant, in the 
army, together with Leonhardi, a ferjeant, who undertook this tedious journey for the 
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fake of fhooting the larger animals and birds; and laftly, two domefticated Hottentots, 
one of whom was* to drive, and the other to lead our oxen. r 

Every one that travels m this country performs his journey pretty nearly in the follows 
ing way: A large waggon, worth from one hundred and twenty to two hundred dol¬ 
lars, and covered with a large tilt of lack-cloth, is commonly drawn by fivp or fix yoke 
of oxen, which are driven by a man yith a long whip, but led through the rivulets and 
by the farms. The horfes are but weak in this part of the world, and find no where 
in Africa either pafture or water ; confequently they cannot be ufed for long journeys. 
Nor are horfes employed for carrying any wares on their backs up to towm from the farms 
that lie near it, but there are fomc few wealthy perfons that now and then put two or 
three pair of them into a waggon for fliort journeys. Still, however, they are made ufe 
of all over the country for riding on. When farmers, that live fer down in the country, 
go up to tlie Cape, they generally take five or fix fpare oxen with them, for the purpole 
of changing cattle in a journey which lalts feveral weeks. The whip is an inllrumcnt 
which might feem to command rci'peft, not only from the oxen, for whofe fervice it is 
principally deftined, but from every one ell'e. 

Thus equipped, I fet out with my company'from the Cape on the 7th of September 
for Jan Befis Kraal, a fmall grazing farm belonging to the Company, and fituated by 
the fea-fide, where we arrived at eleven o’clock. 

All over the fandy fields the ^rotca hypophylla was feen creeping and procumbent, 
■with its leaves (landing up ere£t on each fide of it. Near Eland’S' Fontain (or fdk's 
Fountain), a plant of this fpecies was feen Handing upright like a bufli, much refem- 
bling the former, but with broader leaves. 

We proceeded on our journey till twelve o’clock, when we came to another farm 
belonging to thd Company, called Riet Valley; afterwards to Moflert’s Farm ; and 
laftly, paffing by Brack Fontain, wc came to Grocne Kloof (the Green Valley), a con- 
fiderable grazing farm belonging to the Company, at the diltance of eight hours’ jour¬ 
ney from the Cape. In this pleafant place we remaitted a whole week, as well becaufe 
we found a great deal to colled here, as becaufe that, in confequence of the refradiou 
of the fun-b|fims from the burning fand, I was unfortunately attacked with a very 
violent inllammation in my eyes, which I did not eafily get rid of. 

The country has indeed been much inhabited and cultivated by the European colonirts, 
but as yet no mile-ftones have been let up, nor have the farms and rivers every where re¬ 
ceived I'uitable names. The farms are frequently called after their owners, and the 
dillances between places are meafured by the time required to travel over them iix a 
waggon drawn by oxen, which anfwers pretty exactly to a fea-league per hour. All 
this occafions travellers a great deal of trouble, and is the caufe that I am obliged to call 
the places, whicn I palfed in my travels, by the Dutch names, by which they are known 
on the fpbt. 

The fandy and low plains, which we traverfed, abounded at this time in bulbous 
plants, befides others which were now fprung up in confequence of the heavy rains 
that had fallen during the winter, and which, with their infinitely varied flowers, deco¬ 
rated thefe otherwife naked heaths. 

The roots (bidbi) of the iris cdulis, when boiled and ferved up at table, tailed much 
like potatoes. 

The African flowers vary greatly as to colour, efpecially on the upper part, and are 
more conllant on the under part. 

Flainingoes {fhmnicopterus ruber) were feen in abundance, wading every where in the 
ponds and puddles, in which were found alfo ducks and fnipes {fcolopax Capenfu), In 
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the plains were.heard among the bufttes the Korrhaan (Otis). The IJaantje (a fraall 
bird), and dAjr of I'arious kinds were ieen running about, fuch as Harte-beefts {rapra 

dotcas\ Steen-boks {capra grimmia), divers (capra -), as well as tile llately 

oftrich, diltinguiflied by its black feathers frorn'its grey females. 

A clay, itnpfegnated with fuljihur, was fliown me, which is to be found near a foun¬ 
tain hard-by Paard Mountain. 

'The feed-vclfels of a fpccies of Euphorbia, pulverized, were ufed for poifoniQg 
wolves. 

Here I faw, for the firft time, the oleum ririni, or caftor oil. The feeds were faid 
to be boileci in water, and*the oil is Ikimined off as it rifes, which is taken, in as large 
a dpfe as ihat of a tea cup full, for a gentle purge. The leaves of the fhrub dried, and ' 
applied round the head, were affirmed to be ferviccablc in the head-ache. 

On the 14th, we pafled Oranie Fontein, or Orange Fountain, and Uyle Kraal, or 
the Owl’s Kraal, in our way to The Fontein, or 'I’ca Fountain, a journey of fix hours; 
and afterwards palling by Elk’s Fountain (Eland’s Fontein), geft to Saldahna Bay the 
next day. , 

The farmers on this fide of the Cape have neither vineyards nor much arable land, 
but, inftead of thefe, plenty of cattle. Butter is made here every day, in a churn like 
a pump ; and the butter-rnilk, excellent as it is, is throj^m out to the calves and dogs. 
Indeed, they fcarcely ^llow their milk to cream beforehand. As to houfehold furni¬ 
ture, they were in great want of it. 

We left our faddle-horfes at a farmer’s houfe ; after which, we crolTcd the harbour 
in a veffel to the Company’s poll, where we llaid feveral days. 

Here was plenty of game, confifting of antelopes, ducks, and other animals. 

The exprefled juice of the fow-thiftle (^fot 7 chus okraccus), was ufed for cleanfing 
and healing ulcers. 

The black juice of the cuttlc-filh ^fcpia\ mixed up with vinegar, was ufed for 
making ink. This animal has real eyes, confifting of a cornea, choroidea, and a cryf- 
tallino lens, with all the humours ufually found in the eye. 

Among the fervants I found Elifocus Hyphoft', who was in the capacity of a cook 
here, and wrs the fun of M. Hyphoft', direftor of the bank in Stockholm. 

'J?he album major grew' in this neighbourhood tall, ftraight, and elegant. Ilg fuc- 
culcnt ftalk, which is ratfier mucilaginous, is chewed by the Hottentots and other tra¬ 
vellers, b)» way of quenching tl^eir thirft. 

There were a great many fand^bauks in the harbour, which were feen at low-water. 

Grafs grew on the iflands in abundance j but there were neither flicep nor oxen in 
them. • * * 

While I was botanizing, 1 found a dead tiger near the Ihore. He had probably 
been eating fomc poifonous plants, and afterwards went in queft of water, before he 
fell down. • • 

, On the iflands w'itliout and round Saldahna Bay, feals (gphoed) were caught in abund¬ 
ance, from the blubber of which a goo'? and ufeful oil was prepared. The fkiiis of 
the finaller fort of thefe animals are ufed pnly for Ihooting-bags and tobacco-pouches. 
I'he large feals, I was told, would weigh fourteen or fifteen hundred weight.* With 
refpedf to thefe crcatift-es, a difagreeable accident had happened here lately : a foldier 
was fent out* to Ihoot them, and having w'oundcd one of them, which lay as though it 
were dead, he went to ojren a vein in order to draw oft' its blood, as the oil is fuppofed 
to be the better for this operation, when on a hidden the feal caught hold of his hand, 
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which th.e foldier pulling back in hafte, his thumb was bitten off, and thp tendon drawn 
out to a great length. <• 

From Saldahna Bay wc returned to The Fontein, and, at a farm there, had an op¬ 
portunity of feeing with what dexterity the peafants perform the caftration of thdr 
oxen, fifty of which, two years old, and one at three years, went throwgh this opera¬ 
tion in one evening. The cord of a whip was I'aftened round the horns, and a rope 
round one of the hind-legs. I'he animal being by this means thrown down on. one 
fi(ie, its four legs were tied together. They then cut with a knife on the exterior fide 
through all the integuments quite to the tellicle; after this, they laid hold of the telli- 
cle and feraped the funiculus, continually twilling it at the fame time, till the tellicle 
tcame away. 

Great complaints were made of the feed-vcffels ef the /mnex fpinofus (Dubelties), 
which grew very common here, as the fharp prickles of them cut tlie feet of the flaves 
and others, who w'alked bare-footed. 

In wet years, the phirnaccHm mollupo (Muggekruyd) grows copioully here, and is 
faid to make the cattle, that feed on it, very fat. 

Diffictdt as it is to come within reach of if, we at lall fliol a Korhaan, a bird which 
in its flight cries, kok-karri, kok-carri. 

The Secretary Bircl {filro fereturius), made its appearance frequently, wdth its 
beautiful head and long logs; if runs very fall, and lives on the ferpents it catches. 1 
was told, that its young are not reared without difficulty, as they’are very aj)t to break 
their legs. Yet I faw at tionflantia an old bird that was tame. 'I’hey lay two or three 
eggs, and are faid to build their nefls with twigs upon bullies. They are alniolt always 
found folitary, and in no great abundanc<‘. 

The black-berries of a bulli called Kraijebofch, or Crow-bulli, were greedily de¬ 
voured by the crows at the Cape. 

On the 25th, we left The Inintcan, and ferried over Berg-Rivier (Mountain River). 

The root of Anifc (Anys Wortel) was ealef-i hero roalted, and tailed well j it is 
either roalted in the embers, or boiled in milk, or cH’o flowed with meat, 'i'hc fanners 
fomctinies make their Haves dig up a large quantity of them, which they fell in town. 

The mot of the Gatagay is likewife roafted in the embers and eaten, but b.as a bad 
and dilag reeable tafte. 

Wherever we went, w’e obfervod a black beetle (trichiu’j laticrAUs) occupied ll.e 
W'lv'le day throughout in rolling large balls of dung with its hind-feet, and conllaiuly 
going backwards. With its fore-feet it digs large holes in the fand, and alfo throws 
the fand on one fide with its fcutcllum. It probably ktys its eggs in thefe balls, which 
it afterwards buries in the fand. More than once wc obfervGcI two-of the infects here 
fpoken of affilling each other in rolling away one of thefe balls. 

The oats bn.ught hither from Europe are now looked upon as the worll of weeds itt 
this country, as the grains arc, eafily ffiaken out of the ears by the violence of the 
winds that prevail here, and fovving themfclves, choak up all the other corn. It is to 
no purpofe to lay a piece of land fo fpoiled fallow for feveral years, for when the field 
comes to be ploughed up, the oats, having lain unhurt in the ground, flioot up afrelh. 

They gave the name of nightingale (Nachfigall) to a bird, which in its notes and 
gellures imitated feveral other birds. * , 

The t'tppblazers (ppneumora), a kind of grafs-hopper, were caught in the evening. 
After fun-fet they begin to make a fingular nolle, by rubbing their barbed legs againll 
their empty and tranfparent flomach. It was fuppol'ed that thii found was heard at a 
great diftancc. As I perceived that thefe, like many other nodurnal infects, were 
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fond of light,,I ordered a large fire to be'made in the field, near which they were 
caught, whilJ; they were marching up to it. Their whole body is, as it«were, a bladder, 
and fo empty, that thefe creatures cannot be carried about lluck through with a pin, 
like other infedls. • 

Nefts of finches {loxia:') made of the flalks of grafs, curioufly interwoven, hung on 
the branches of trees over ponds, with a long and narrow neck, by whicli the bird ufed 
to enter. This neck prevented the birds of prey from getting at the young ones, and 
the water, over which the nefl hung on low fiirubs and bufhes, kept off foxes and other 
hearts of prey. 

The cattle were liable,to tarious grievous diftempers, of which they fometimes alfo 

died. 

The bloody ficknefs (lilaar or, Bloodzickte) is a difeafe of the cattle, in which the 
veins all over the body are extremely turgid, betting of blood and violent exercife 
were faid to be ferviccablc In this diftemper. The llefli of fuch beads as die of it, is 
not eatable. , 

The fpongy ficknefs (Sponziekte) begins in this manner; firft a foot fwclls, and then 
by degrees the whole body. This diford^r fometimes lart three days, but at other times 
proves fatal in as many hours. If the foot is taken oil' immediately, lh“ creature’s life 
may be faved. The flelh of fuch an animal likewife is not eatable: this dirtemper, in 
my opinion, can proceed from no other caufe than tfte bite of fom^ ferpent, a kind of 
reptile, which, in this warm quarter of the globe, is but loo common. 

The lame diftemper (Laamziekte) is, when the cattle are unable to ftand. It comes 
on gradually, and is flow in its progrefs. After the death of the animal the bones of 
its legs arc found to be quite empty, and without marrow j inftead of which they are 
filled with w'ater. 

I’he horned cattle, as well as horfes, are affliflicd with the ftranguary, or a retention 
of their urine, after feeding on the Euphorbia Geniftoitles, w'hich contains a milk that 
does no injury to the ftomach and bcwvels, but corrodes the bladder, and efpccially ob- 
IlruAs the urinary paflTages. If the penis is prefled, this vifeid matter is Iqueezcd out. 
I he peafaiits therefore either prefs it out, or with a rtraw' pufh it back again. When 
the cattle are fupplied with good and frelh water, this difeafe cannot get the upper hand j 
but in I'ummer, when the water is thick and impure, fo that it cannot dilute the peccant 
matter, the cattle die. • • 

On the right fide of Groote Berg Rivier (or Great Mountain River) was feen Ribcck- 
caftle, which is a high and IXrge folitary mountain ; and to the left, Picket-berg. \Vc 
parted by the Hoping-bergen, *and in the evening arrived at a iaim belonging to one 
Griling. 

On the a6th we crofled the river called Four-and-tweuty-River, and came to the farm 
of Arnhem, from thence to little Mountain River, and larther through Rood Zands- 
kloof (Red-fand Valley) to Waferrtand or Roode Z^nd. The cleft, through which we 
parted from the fandy plain, that lies low towards the Cape, but gradually rifes till it 
comes to Roode Zand, is one of the few chafms left by the long ridge of mountains, 
through which it is pofllble for a waggon to pafs, though, perhaps, not entirely without 
danger. In fome places it was fo narr&w, that two waggons could not pafs each other. 
At fuch narrow paifes as this, it is uliial for the drivers to give I'everal terrible loud 
fmacks with their long whips, which are heard at the dirtance of fevcral miles, fo that 
the waggon that arrives firft may get through unimpeded, before another enters it. 

, As foon as we had |l>aflfed the mountains as far as to Roode Zand, the country appeared 
much higher than the fide from which we came. At one end this country is bounded 
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by high mountains, called Winter-hoek (or Wiiiter-corner), becaufe thpir tops, almoft 
the whole year jhroughout, ar^. covered with feow j at the other end it is open, with a 
.range of mountains projefting into it, and forming an angle, called Moftertflioek, and 
grows wider and wider the nearer it approaches to the fouth. 

We took up our lodging with a man hf the name of De Vett, a defcendant of one of 
the French femilies, which came with the firft colonifts that fettled in this part of Africa, 
to lay out vineyards, and plant fruit-trees. 

,Tintirinties is a name given to a fpecies of ornitho^alum, with a white flower, from 
the found it produced, when two ftalks of it were rubbed againil each other. 

In order to give our cattle time to reft a little, and, in.fome meafure, recover their 
loft flefh, we paflbd almoft a fortnight at this agreeable place, during which time we 
had the opportunity of drying the plants and feeds we had already colledled, and t'f 
vifiting all the hills and mountains in the environs. 

On the 28th, therefore, we fet out on an cxcurlion acrofs the cataract and the moun¬ 
tains, to a fadler’s, named Svvieger, and the next day wxnit on to a man of the name of 
Olivier, with whom we left our horfes, and afeended the mountain on loot. 

On the ift of Odober, we made an incurfion over Mount 'Witl’en; on the other fide 
of which wius a traft of land, or rather a cleft in the mountain, narrower than Roode 
Zand, but about four times higher. From this eminence, 'fable-mountain, near the 
Cape, was feen: and by reafon of the coldnefs of this place, and the backwardnefs of 
the fummer, the plants flowered here at leaft one month later, than in other parts of 
the country. Snow frequently falls here to the height of three feet, which lies fewral 
days; but higher up on the mountain, a ftill longer time. Behind this valley, moun¬ 
tains were feen, and behind thefe, ftill higher ridges of other mountains; on tlie other 
fide of which, the Bokkeveldcn or Goat-fields, were faid to be fituated. In this nar¬ 
row, lofty, and cold tradf of land, there were feveral grazing farms, but no corn was 
cultivated there, as this latter commodity could not be tranfported from thence over the 
mountaias. It took us up a full hour to pafs the ;nountain on horfeback. 

Being returned to Roode Zand, the much celebrated Snake-ftone (Slange-fleen) was 
fhown to me, which few of the farmers here could afford to purchafe, it being fold at a 
high price, and held in great efteem. It is imported from the Indies, efpccially from 
Malabar, and cofts feveral, frequently ten or twelve, rix-dollars. It is round and convex 
on one fide, of a black colour, with a pale afli-grey fpeck in the iniddle, and tubulated, 
with very minute pores. When thrown into water, it caufes bubbles to rife, which is a 
proof of its being genuine, its is alfo, that if put into the mouth, it adheres to the palate. 
When it is applied to any part that has been bitten by -a ferpent, it flicks faff to the 
wound, and extratfts the poifon; as foon as it is faturated, it falls ofl' of iifelf. If it be 
then put into milk, it is fiq>pofed to be purified from the poifon it had abforbed, and the 
milk is faid to be turned blue by it. Frequently, however, the wound is fcarified with 
a razor, previous to the application of the ftone. 

1 was informed that the Hottentots, when bitten by a ferpent, immediately go in 
fearch of a toad, with whicli they rub the wound, and thus effeft a perfe»ft cure. I’hey 
have alfb the art of extracting the poifon, by caufing another perfon to apply his mouth 
to the wound, and fuck it, after fcarifying the fltlh all round it with a knife. 

A ferpeht (Coluber /cut. adb. i^y.fquam. cavdal. 124) was found here, called the 
Boomflang (or tree-ferpent), on account of its being frequently found in trees. The 
length of it was eight feet; fupra lotus fufeus, fqmmls linen ekvala carinatis ; fubius 
ietus fiavefeens. 
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TheTuIb^ghia Alliacea (Wilde Itnoffloofc, or wild garlic), the root of which fmells 
very ftrong of garlic, was reported to be a charm for^ ferpents, * ,, 

With the poifon of ferpents, and the juice of the Side roxylum Toxiferum (Gift-boom, , 
or poifon-tree), the Hottentots poifcm their arrows, which they ufe againll’ antelopes and * 
wild bufi'alois, as alfo againft their enemies. 

• The ferota of fiieep are fometimes ferved up at table, roafled, and tailed very well, 

• but were apt to rile on the lloniach. 

The Aponogeton Diftachyon (Waater Uynties, or water lilies) grew in many pfaces, 
in lliallow puddles of water, very plentifully, and from its while flowers tliat floated on 
the water, exhaled a nioll fragrant odour. The roots roafted, were reckoned a great 
delicacy. • 

* Cucumbers, which w'cre cultivated in the gardens, were 1 ‘ervcd up at table, by way 
of defert, being pickled iirll in fait water, and afterwards in vinegar, with Cayenne 
pepper. * 

From a decoction of the folanim ni'^rum (or deadly night-lhade) and the fonebus 
olcraceus (or fow-thilUe), which were found growing wild near ahnoR every farm-houfe, 
were formed, with wax and lard, fom? excellent falves, for healing of wounds and 
ulcers of all kinds, remedies which were as common as they were approved. 

The fwallows {Jnrundo rnjlicd) were now', in the months of September and October, 
extremely bufy in the mornings and evenings in buJlding their nplls, and that in the 
very houfes of theYarmers, the doors of which are feldom flmt; fometimes, though 
very feldom, they fix their habitations in the clefts of rocks. They build their nefts 
here of clay, which they work up with their bills, and carry in fmall feraps to their 
habitations, which thus become daily more round and complete. The.fwallovvs, which 
conllantly return hither at this time, migrate every year from hence, as they do in 
I'iurope, without the country-people being able to al'certain whither they retire during 
winter. « 

A report that was very general at*Roode Zand, flruck me with the greateu altonifli- 
ment, and excited my curiofity in the highefl degree. The inhabitants all allured 
me in or.j voice, that there was a bulb to be found on the mountains, on which grew 
various wonderful products, fuch as caps, gloves, worlled llockings, he. of a fub- 
llance refembling a fine plufh. I importuned almofl: every body in the neighbourliood 
to procure me, if polSble, ibme of thefe marvellous produds, and 1 refolved not to 
leave thp place till 1 fliould have unriddled this myltery. In the courlc of a few days, 

I had feveral of the leaves brought me down from the mountains, which were covered 
with a very thick lhag or doVn {tommtuni), and very much refembled white velvet. 
The girls, who w-'re uf«d lO the management of thefe leave;.., began immediately, with 
lingular dexterity and nicety, to Itrip olF this downy coat, whole and (?ntire as it was, 
without rending it. After it had been taken ofl' in this manner, it was turned infide • 
outwards; when the green veins of the leal' appeased on one fide. Accordingly, as 
the leaf was more or lefs round or oval, divers of the abovemeiiiioned articles were 
formed out of it, the lhape being now and then allilled a little by the fcilfars. I'he 
llalks of the leaves furnilhed llockings and ladies’ fingered gloves ; the fmaller leaves, 
caps. So that the matter was not quite fo wonderful, as it w'as vyor.clerfuHy related. 
But in the mean-thne, it remained ItiH for me to find our to what plant thefe leaves • 
belonged, and this forced me to climb up myfelf the higheft fuminits of the moun¬ 
tains, wl.ere they grow. The plant, indeed, w-as nut fcarce in ihofc places, but 
it coll me a great deal of trouble before 1 could find cue in flower,* or in feed, and 
w^ien 1 did, I was convinced that this plant belongs to the genus of Impkunim 
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giganfctwi. The downy coat, refembling fine wool, being well dried, was alfo ufed 
for tinder, and anfwered the purpofe extremely well. t 

Roode Zand has a fine church, and its own appropriate miniftcr. To this parifli, 
all who live farther down in the country mutt necelliirily belong; though they 
fcarcely come more than once a year up to the church, on which occafioft they gene¬ 
rally bring their children with them to be baptized. 

(),n the 6th, having made here a fine collodion of plants, birds, and feeds, and our 
cattle being perfedly refrefired, v/e left this beautiful fpot, and penetrated into the 
country over feveral rivers, fuch as llarte-beett’s Rivier (where we took up our lodg¬ 
ing for the firtt night with Michael dc Ploi), Ilex Rivier, Bree.de Rivier, and fo on to 
Matties Valley and Brandfteeg, and crofling Mattjes Kloof, arrived at the houfe of 
Peter de Wett, near the hot bath, where we relied a day for the fake of ufing the bath, 
and of vifiting the neighbouring mountains. 

Before we reached De Ploi’s houie, near llarte-beett’s Rivier, w'e pafled by a moun¬ 
tain called Slangenkop (ferpent’s head), which may, perhaps, be confidered as the 
mort remarkable in its kind. It ftands feparated from the other ridges of mountains, 
like a large folitary rock, and is not very high. On one fide of it is a large and deep 
crevice, which makes this rock remarkable, as every autuiun almott all the ferpents 
of the neighbourhood creep Into^it, and afl'emble together, in order to remain there 
fecure and unmoletted, during their torpid ttate. Towards fummer, when the heat 
begins to fet in, ferpents of many difl'erent kinds, and frequently coiled up together in 
large knots, are feen coming out from this hole, in order to fpread themfelves after¬ 
wards all over the fields, each to its relpecfive place of abode, and by means of proper 
food, to recover, the flelh which they have loft in this retreat. 

The cobitea vcficatoria bruifed, was ufed in dileafes of the eyes. The pyrus cydonia, 
(or Ouincc-tree), grew here, being planted out for hedges. 

The hj|^-bath has its fource at the loot of the mountain, on the call fide of the ridge, 
in a fandy foil. U'he fprings are feven in numbef, one of which is very largo, com¬ 
pared with the others. The lecond or uppermoft, is of a midling fize, to the fouth- 
ward of which the^rtt is fituated, and the third clofe by it. Below thefc is a fourth, 
and the fifth is fituated a few yards farther off, and between thefe two the fixth, 
which does not fpring up in any one regular place, but bubbles up alternately out of 
feveral places. The lowcrmoft is the largeft, and boils with grfeat force. I’he w^ater 
is quite boiling-hot, fo as even to be fit for fcalding animals in. The finoke is .feen to 
rife as it were out of a pot boiling over the fire, and continues fo to do in the ftream 
that runs down from it, to the diltance of two mufket-fhots. ^’he fules and bottom 
of the channel have no fediment; but a green Conferva grows in it. * The ftones that 
lay in the channel, and at this time were elevated a little above the furface of the water, 
were neverthclefs covered with a grey coat, and in the channel a foft ftone was 
found, which imght be feraped with a knife, and was ufed inftead of chalk. A piece 
of blue woollen cloth did not change its colour in the water, neither did blue fugar- 
paper, ,a fign that the water contained no acid. By fugar of lead it was no otherwife 
all'edled than that it acquired the colour of milk, and with powder of Peruvian bark 
it became rather brown. The vein runs always equally ftrong, without increafmg 
or diminilhing ; yet the water was faid to be hotter in fummer. lanen may be waflied 
in it, without being coloured by it, and meat may be boiled in the ufual manner in 
the bath itfielf, without acquiring any difagreeable tafte; all which proves the purity of 
this water. 

From 
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From the fprings, the water, in Tunning down, gathers together into feveral cavities 
of differei)t*fizes, in which people may fit do^wn ta ufe the bath. .Over two of thefe 
pits fmall huts were erected for the convenience of the Company; and to thefe cold 
water could be brought at pleafure from a ftream that ran down from the mountains. • 
Indeed, it jvould be too venturefome to go alone into this bath; as the heat of the 
water, which increafcs the oalpitation of the heart, drives the blood into the ex¬ 
tremities ; and the veins of the lower parts of the body, which are in the bath, become 
fo expanded, that the blood is derived in too great a quantity from the head, and one 
is in danger of falling into a fwoon in a quarter of an hour. Sometimes both naufea 
and vomiting fupervene. . 

Among the invalids* who were here at this time for the benefit of their health, were- 
•two who had a peculiar claim to our pity. The one was a countryman, who had a 
malignant ulcer in his ftomacli, in confequcnce of being gored by a mifehievous ox: 
he could not take any ihwig into his flomach except a very fmall quantity of the bath 
water, as he vomited continually. The other was a flave, who had a large flefhy ex- 
crefcence on his right ftioulder, which liad pufhed the arm out of joint before; this 
was occafioned by a fmart blow on tholhoulder-blade, that he had received by a fall. 

The tucfcmbrynntbcmum cdulc grew here in great abundance, and efpecially in the 
fandv plains, and was called floitcntots figs (Hottentots Vygen) the fruit when ripe 
and peeled, tailing tolerably well ; it varies greatlydn the colour^of its blolfoms, which 
are foinetimcs re(>; at other times, carnation, yellow, or white. 

On the 9 th of Odober we palled over Maurice’s Heights to Koree. From this hill 
the mountain, in one of its Hoping fidcs, was feen to confill of flate (^ fehi/tus feriptura 
Candida) in laminas, but very brittle and unlit for writing upon. On the other fide of 
this eminence were feen alfo the Carrow Plains, u hich are very dry? llerile, and bare 
of grafs, being covered with a great number ol fucculent plants only, and bulhes. 

I’hc prickly bulli of the arduina bifpinofa now bore ripe berries, which wprp Hid to 
be eaten by the Hottentots. , 

1 had here an opportunity of feeing the fame operation performed upon a great 
numb' - of lambs, as I had before fee.i done with refped to oxen; the farmer himfclf 
caftrating them with a fmall knife, with whicli ho laid open the fAotum. The tcllicles 
then were drawn out fucceflively, and very licxteroully feparated. 

In this place, wlig'c the larms Hand clofer together than clfewhere, the iheep w'cre 
marked, and particularly in the cars. When it rained any great length of time, the 
Iheep* grew 11 iff, and fonu>of them died. In confequence of this, they w'ere alfo at¬ 
tacked with tlic dropfy (ajcifcs), which the peafants cured by tapping them in the 
belly. : , 

The fbeep are fometimes lliorn in this country, though the wool is feldom made ufe 
of; but the ftiecp-lkins arc frequently given to the Haves unlhorn. 

The zygopbyllum morgfana, a bandfome llirub, now adorned the hills with its blolfoms* 
and appeared to be very proper for aibours. * 

A place or fold, where llieep as well as horned cattle were inclofed in the open air, 
was called a Kraal. This place v,as always mar the lioui’e. It was furrounded either 
by a iniid-wall or by very prickly bulhes. For the purpofe of letting the cattle in or 
out, an opening was left, before which was placed a gate or tioor. In thefe parts, 
where^thcre was plenty of wood, thefe kraals were indofed by felled trees, conlifting 
of the mimofa mlotica and arduina hifpimja^ the moll prickly of any almolt in all 
Africa. 'J’hefc feiiccs keep oil' w'olvcs, foxes, and other bealts ^of prey, as well in 
’ confequence of their breadth, as by their prickles. 


The 
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The mimofa niletka, while it is cutting down, may fonietimes happen to fall upon a 
man, and its prickles to enter deep into his body, on which occafion riiey may chance 
to break ofF, and Hick fall in it. 

, The antelopes eat the leaves of the mhjofa nilotica^ and frequently the prickles of 
it run into their feet without doing them any injury. , 

In the crevices of the mountains a great number of Dafles {cavia ccipcnfii) were 
found, which were generally fuppofed to have the menftrual flux ; and tiic land-hills 
to th« right harboured near the fummit of their fides a deep white fand, which was 
driven about by the wind. 

In a river, which had a fmall creek, and in this a divp hole, 1 faw in miniature the 
•manner in w'hich Nature forms whirpools, or Maalflroms. Above the h.fle, the froth 
and other impurities were carried round in a diredion contrary to that of the current, 
and were drawn down in the centre. 

On account of the flooding of the rivulets W'e were obliged to remain here a few 
days; and from haice we took our route on the i4ih over the river Koree, which we 
croflTed twice, and afterwards palled over Sand River, which is irequently dried up, 
to Riet Fontein (Reed Fountein) and farther over (’.las Vogt’s Rivier, to a farm which 
at this time belonged to one Lc Roux. 

The vifeum capenfe^ a parafitic plant, w'as feen difleminated every where on the 
branches of trees (efgecially of the rims') by means of its berries, which the birds are 
fond of. 

On the 15th, palling by Gert’s houfc, we eroded a very deep river, in our way to 
Philip Beta’s: and went from thence [taft 1 )olki’s houfe to Jacob Beta’s. 

Here they (hewed me a fpecimen of cat-filver (^mica argentca) found in the mountains, 
which was mixed vvith a tranfparent and irregularly cryflallizecl calcareous fpar ; as alfo 
a kind of bitumen, which the country-people were pleafed to call Dafles-p—; fuppLiling 
it to be the infpiflated urine of the great mountain-rat (ravia capenjis) that is found 
there. I 4 b informed that this bitumen was to be found in great abundance in the 
cracks and crevices of the mountain, efpecially at one large projecling kr;mis, or 
fummit. The bitumen was very impure, and known to the couniry-pcuplc on account 
of its great ufe in fraftures. 

The branches of the wax-fhrub {piyrka cordifoUa), the berries of which arc covered 
with a fat ,<'ubflance refembling bees-wax, were put whole into a pot of boiling-water, 
in order to melt and Ikim oil' the wax. It refcmblcs grey impure wax, is harder 
than tallow, and fomewhat Ibfter than wax. The iarmers ufe it for candles, but the 
Hottentots cat it like a piece of bread, either with or w'ithoui meat. 

On the jyth, pafling by Bruynties Rivier and Leeuwe Rivier (fa'on R'ver), we came 
to Kcurcboorn’s Rivier, whicit is fo named from the trees (^fophora cnpenfis) which grow 
near it in abundance. 

An infufion of the root of ajclcptas mdulata was ufed as a remedy for the cholic. 

Cryftals of gypfum, which were laid to be found in the mountains of Africa, were 
ufed for cleanfing ulcers, when pounded and fprinkled upon them. 

On the 18th we palfed Pufpas Valley and Rivier, and arrived at Zwcllendani, the 
refidence of one of the Company’s land-drolls, whofe jurifdi6lion extends over all the 
interior part of the country that lies beyond the. fpot, and whofe q,lfice is in fome 
refpecl, though not ablolutely, limilar to that of the governor of a province. . 

The acrid berries of the fagara capcnfis were ufed both here and in other parts of 
the country in the cholic. 

2 After 
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After dining with the land-droft, M. Mentz, by whom we were received with the 
greatefl ho^,-Htality, we continued our journey acrofs the broad rivA-, known by the 
name of Bufl’eljagt’s Rivier, to one of the Company’s pofts, called Riet \’a!l y (Reed 
Valley), where we flayed feveral days, to arrange the collefkions we had made, an<l to 
repair our wrtjtched carriage, which liad been fhattered to pieces by the llrnng and 
mountainous road; a cart fo final!, old, and crazy, that probably nobotly, either be¬ 
fore or after us, can boaft of having made, in fuch a vehicle, fo long and dangerous 
a journey into this mountainous country. * 

The plains now began to alvvund more in grafs, and looked fomething like rncado\\'s. 
I'he mountains which h^d fftllowed us, as it were, all the way from I'. ■■ kIc Zand, now 
terminated gradually in large declivitic's like Heps and hills. In the fame proportion* 
hkewife, the herds of cattle became larger, and occurred more frequently ; while the 
vineyards and corn-fields which, however, were not wanting as yet, grew more and 
more fcarce. 

We were told that infeftious diftempers frequently prcvailotl among the cattle here, 
and that the Boandzickte was not uncommon. It was defenbed as lirll attacking the 
lungs and liver, and then the other parts of the body; in confequence of which the 
flefh became fo loft and tender, that there was hardly any cohefion left between the 
fibres. 

Not far from this farm of the Company’s, which particularly fumilhos it with large 
timber, in a cleft in ihe mountains, flood a large wood, called Grootvadcr’s Bofeh, 
or Grandfather’s Wood. To this we made an excurfion, with a view of becoming 
acquainterl with the indigenous trees of Africa. After paffing by a tarm-honfe called 
Rietkeul, we arrived at Duyvenhoek’s Rivier, at a Ipot which had obtained the name 
of Helle (or hell) on account of the mountain at this part forming a very deep valley. 
The forefl was very thick and lofty, but unfortunately the trees at this feafon had nei¬ 
ther bloflbm nor fruit on them, to fatisfy my curiofity. 

Carnallie-houi was a very fine fort^f wood, ufed for tlie borders of chefls or drawers, 
and of other jiieces of furniture. 

, Stink-iioot fflink-wood), which refemblcs the walnut-tree, is a tiill tree, and is ufed 
for making writing-defks and chefls of drawers. 

Geel-hout, or yellow wood {ilex crocea\ is a large tree, the wood of which Is very 
heavy, more or lefs of*.i pale yellow colour, and is ufed for making tables. • 

A rock cryflal that was found here was fhown to me, of the length of the little fin- 
ger, and pointed at both ends. 

A fpecies of pppper {pipcr*rnpenfc) that was found in abundance in the wood here, 
was called by the country people Staart Pepper or tail-pepper, and ufed by them as 
a Ipice. 

We left our cart at the Company’s pofl, and in the place of it procured a large wag¬ 
gon tilted over with fail-cloth, together with ten fsefii oxqji to continue our intended 
expedition to the coafl of Caifraria. 

Not far from this farm there lived a few Hottentots, who were fometimes employed 
in the fervice of the farm and the Company. They were quite mad after brartdy and 
tobacco, and feemed to place their whole, delight in filth and flench. Tlniir bodies 
were befmeared all over with greafe, and powdered with the powder of Bucku 
{diofma) % and to fliow us refpe^l as ftrangers, they had painted themfelves befides with 
red and black flreaks. The women wore a triangular piece of fkin, and the men a 
bag or pouch, on th*e fore-part of their bodies, for the fake of deesney. Round the 
neck, arms, and waifl, they were decorated with ilrings of blue, white, red, and 
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motley coloured clafs-beads in feveral rows. Some of them wore rings ef iron, brafs, 
or leather round iheir arms. A flieep-lkin, thrown over their hips, and another over 
their back, conftituted the whole of their apparel. The tobacco-pipe was continually in 
their mouths. They fubfift upon their cattle, and upon bulbous roots, which they 
are very ready at finding out and digging up in the fields. * 

For want of clocks, the colonifts always meafure time by the courfe of the fun. 

On the 23d and 24th wepaffed overKrakous Rivier, and Krakous Heights (Krakous 
Hoogt), and at noon arrived at Vett Rivier, and afterwards croffing this river, palfed 
by feveral farm-houfes. 

In thefe plains the aloe-tree {aloe perfoliata\ from the leaves of which the gum aloe 
diftils, grew in greater abundance than 1 ever obi'erved it to do in any other place. 

I'he meep here were feeding on various poil’onous plants, fuch as the rbiu lucidu 7 ii, 
lycium afrum^ 

On the 25th wc vifited Martin Lagrans, at Palmit Rivier, a farmer, who had as 
many fowls as fupplied him with a hundred eggs every day. 

From thence eroding Zoet-melks Rivier (New-niilk River), and paffing by '/warte 
Valley, or Black Vale, we came to a farm called Wei tc Vrede (Well fatisficd) near 
Valfe Rivier (or Falfe River). 

Hard-b,y Zwarte Valley, to the left, the rock plainly appeared to contain iron. 

On the 27th pairing by Groote Valley, or the Great Valley, and eroding the broad 
river, called Goud's River, we arrived at Daniel Pinard’s. 

Here wc were informed, the rabies canina and vulpinn had prevailed. 

I obferved that the pcafants here praftifed a curious method of clearing their poultry- 
houfes from vermin. Thefe houfes arc conftrufted of clay, almoft like large ovens y 
and when they are infefted with vermin, the owners have nothing more to do, than to 
put a little ftraw into them, and fet it on fire, in order to be rid of thofe unwelcome 
gueils. ^ 

On the 28th, we pafied by a large rock, which, on account of its harbouring bees, 
has obtained the name of the Honey Rock (Honing Klip), and reached a farm-houfe, 
fituated near Attaqyas Kloof. The Honey Rock yields, at a great diftance, a remark¬ 
able echo, that repeats feveral fyllables fuccedively, on which account it was an objed 
of attention to us in this place. 

The wood of the olive-tree {olea capenjis^ which was white tind very heavy, ferved 
to make chairs of. 

It is true, wheat was not fown here in great quantities, but the foil was faid to be 
fo fertile, and the roots of the thinly-fown corn to branch out fo much, that every 
grain always produced feveral ears. They alTured us that they had frequently counted 
twenty, nay, as far as eighty ears, that proceeded from one root. This 1 conceived 
to be fcarcely credible, and in order to gain more accurate information on this fubje£f, 
I undertook to count them myfelf in the field ; when I found, that from one fingle 
grain of wheat, a great many ears had frequently fprung up, though the number of 
thofe that I examined, did not amount to more than one and forty. 

The Hottentots we had hitherto met with in our expedition had either been brought 
up by the-Europeans, or in the neighbourhood'^of their farms, and confequently were 
often much altered from their natural Rate. Thofe wc vifited now, and efpecially after 
this period, lived moftly at a greater diftance from the Europeans, had fometimes vil- 
lages and families of their own, and prefented themfelves to us more and more in a 
Rate of nature, that is to fay, in the Rate in which we were defirous of becoming 
better acquaktted with them. 

10 A century 
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A century 4go it was much Kifier to fearch into, and get acquainted with, the peculiar 
manners an^^mode of living of this people, at which period they dwelt'nearer the Cape, 
were more numerous, and enjoyed their priftine liberty. Now, the way to their abodes 
is very long, their focieties fmall, their manners and way of life much altered, and the 
whole nation under great rellraint. 

Some of thofe that lived as fervants with the colonifts fpoke Dutch tolerably well. 
When the farmers firft fettled in this part of the world, they found the Hottentots to be 
very much afraitl of gunpowder and fire-arms, not being able, as they expreffed them- 
felves, to form the leafl; idea of their arrows, meaning their balls, of which, after they 
were Ihot, they could not drfcern the flight; nor of their fcrews, which they could not 
pull out again, as they could nails. , 

* We heard frequent mention n^de of a Hottentot, who had died a few years before, 
and who, in confequence of having been tofl'ed by a wild buffalo, had loft the w hole of 
his lower jaw, notwithftanding which, he had lived twelve or thirteen years after the 
accident. He could not fpeak a word ; as for his vidVuals, h» pounded them between 
two Hones, (which are commonly ufed by the Hottentots inftcad of a peftle and mortar,) 
and then crammed them down his throat with his fingers. He made, likewife, fliift to 
fmoke tobacco, by holding his hand over the aperture. At laft he had the good for¬ 
tune to flioot the very buffalo which had brought this difafter upon him. 

The leaves of the eitragcnc •vificatoria were ufed l?y the country*people in this and 
other places, inftead*of Cantharides. Bruifed, and applied to any part of the body, in 
the fpace of half an hour they raifed a large blifter, which keeps open a long time. 
The root alfo cut into flices', and applied to any part of the body, draws fo powerfully, 
that if it lies on all night the fore will keep open for a month. This plant grew chiefly 
near the precipices of mountains, and is ufed in rheumatic and other pains. 

All along from Roode ZaJid, we had now proceeded nearly due fouth-eaft, through 
a country furrounded on both fides with mountains, of which the ridge that lay to the 
right of us was now at an end, without reaching as far as the fea-fhore. The ridge we 
had on our left ftretched ftill farther on, fo that, as we wiffied to penetrate deeper into 
the counti y, we were under the; neceffity of crofling it. . , 

* Such a paflage may be efleded through Attaquas Kloof, a vale of fuch a length, that 
it requires almoft a day’s journey topafs through it. 

On the 29th, we took a refolution to fend our waggon this way, with Mr. Iranfelman, 
and to i^jake a round on horfeback ourfelves, through the verdant and woody country 
of the Hautniquas, (which la^ to the right of us, and extended quite to the fea-fliore,) 
and afterwards to crofs the moftntains in another place, and join our waggon in Lange 
Kloof.' ^ . 

With this view, pafllng by I.ittle and Great Black Rivers, we came to Zout Fontein, 
a farm, belonging to a man of the name of Vivier; afterwards we rode through a 
woody dale, and part a colony, where we faw only a,few Hottentots tending the cattle, 
and at laft arrived at Klein Fontein, or the Little Fountain, near Wittel’s Rivier. 

The follow'ing days we continued our journey paft two or three colonifts’ houfes, to 
George Bota, at his farm of Sandvliei, near Keerom Rivier, where we refted ouFfelves 
a little. In our road we caught a yellflw ferpent, fix inches long, ^d not venomous, 
under fome ftones. « 

Of the Lark of the anthyHis, the Hottentots have the art of making ropes, by means 
of which they afeend trees, as by a ladder, when they want to get honey out of them. 
For this purpofe, they firft tie a noofe round the trunk, in which they pat one foot, .then 

e 2 they 
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they faften another noofe higher up, and when mounted in that, untie tho former, and 
fo on. ‘ 

Roads, that can be properly fo called, are not to be found in all this fouthern part of * 
Africa; yet the way which people in general take, when they travel, is pretty well 
beaten in the neighbourhood of the Cape; farther down in the country,' indeed, very 
often not the leaft veftige of a road appears. Therefore, in plains that are either very 
extenfive, or covered with underwood, it may eaftly happen that a traveller lhall lofd 
his way; fo that he ought to be well acquainted with, and accurately obferve, the 
marks, by which he may get into the right road again. He muft fee then whether 
there be any Iheep’s-dung in the field, which fhews that There is a farm-houfe in the 
vicinity; and likcwife, whether he can difeover any herds of cattle grazing, or any 
corn-field. - 

The country here, in general, confilled of extenfive plains, full of rich pafture, iri- 
terfperfed with hillocks and valleys, that abounded in wood and water. 

The trees in tho wooclw were large and tall, but for the moll part crooked and mif- 
Ihapen, and at the lame time covered with mois, like thole in the northern regions. 

'I’he Hottentot women here wore a little cockle-fliell {^nrrita hijirio^ and the cypraa 
moneta\ by way of ornament, both on their caps, and round their wrills, in the form 
of bracelets. Their cap is a flip of bulfalo leather, of a hand’s breadth, without any 
crown, ornamented' on the outfide with thele Ihells in various rows, according to the 
different tafte and wealth of the owner. 

'rhe Hottentots of this place had a cullom, which is not general w'ith this nation, of 
wearing a bag of leather, that hung by a Itrap over their Ihoulders, quite down on their 
hips. At the, lower end it was ornamented with thongs of leather, like fringes, to 
which were tied lliells, that made a rattling noife. This bag ferved to keep various 
articles in. 

Other Hottentot women wore on their heads a llripcd conical cap, made of feverai 
narrow flips of black, white, and brown latnb-lkilis, in their natural Hate, lew'ed toge¬ 
ther. Thefe caps were alio, fometimes, decorated with glafs beads, fixed on them in 
various forms, or hanging down like firings of pearls. 

Round their arms and legs they generally wore rings of ox-hides, which I had here 
the op]iortunity of feeing made. The flips, cm from the hide, were beaten till they 
were quite round, and both the ends ituck fo fafl together, that it could not be per¬ 
ceived where they were joined. Thefe rings they afterwards forced over their feet, 
wearing, efpecially the women, fuch a number of them', as to cover half the log or 
more. I have alfo fometimes leen them wafh, and afterwards greafe thefe rings. 

In the eggs of oltrichcs, as 1 was informed, a ftone was fometimes'found, which was 
fet, and ufed for hvitt(ms. 

There are inltajices of an European’s having married a Hottentot woman, who has 
then been baptized. But it has more frequently happened, that a colonift, without 
regular marriage, has had feverai children by a Hottentot miflrefs, and that thefe chil¬ 
dren have been baptized when they were feverai years old. 

In many places I obferve the land to have been fet on fire for the purpofe of clearing 
it, thougli in a very different manner from wh'at is done in the north. Divers plains 
here produce a very iiigh fort of grafs, which being of too coarfc a nature, and unfit 
food lor cattle, is not confumed, and thus prevents frdh verdure from fhooting up; 
not to mention that it harbours a great number of ferpents and beafts of prey. Such a 
piece of land as this, therefore, is fet on fire to the end that new grafs may Jpring yp 
from the roots. Now if any of thefe places were overgrown with bullies, thefe latter 
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were burned quite black, and left ftanding^ in this footy condition for a great length of 
time afteiwards, to my great vexation, as well as that of other travellers, who were 
obliged to pafs through them. 

Almoft every day we were wet to the (kin, in confcquence of deluging Ihnwcrs ol* 
rain, whicfi were fometimes accompanied with thunder. 'Fhough at this feai'oti they 
have always fine weather near the Cape*, it appeared as if winter and the rainy feafon 
had not yet taken leave of this part of the country. The rain was the more trouble- 
fomc to us, as, befides that we had no opportunity of getting fhelrer here, and the fliort 
intervals of fun-lliine were not fufficient to dry us when wet to the Ikin ; the ground, like- 
wife, cfpecially of theJhill?, was now fo wet and flippery, that our horfes being, accord¬ 
ing to the invariable cuftom of the country, unlhod, rtumblcd continually, and in many 
places we were in great dangen of breaking our arms and legs. 

On the 2d of November we were overtaken by fome remarkably heavy fiiow'crs, 
when we crofl'ed Quaitnan’s Drift, a river which, like many other rivers here near the 
fea, rifes and falls with the tide j and, after palling through IVveral woody vales and 
rivers, at length arrived at Magerman’^s Kraal, a colony or grazing farm, belonging to 
Frederick Seelf. 

More weary and wet, or in a worfe plight, we never could have been, and worfc w e 
could never have been accommodated than at thi.*; place. No European dwelt here, 
but a black femalp Have acted in her mailer’s abfcnce as miftrefs ftf the houfe, and had 
the fuperintendance over a great herd of cattle, and over the Hotientots that tended 
them. The houfe was an oblong cottage, conllrudled of timber, an 1 daubed all over 
with clay. In this I and my companions, with a great number of Hottentots, were 
(jbliged to pafs the night, happy to have fome kind of flieltcr from tlip rain, wind, and 
cold. 

As in the courfe of the few days fince wc had left tnir waggon, we had made fome 
eolleftions, and therefore could not polllbly How e\'ery thing iipoti our horfes’ backs, 
we were uiidoRthe nccclfity of faffing three oxen from the houi'e above-mentionod, to 
eairy our bagjpige, and three Hottentots to lead them. 

Oxen are much ufed in thefe parts, when tamed and broken in by the Hottentots, to 
carry burdens. "J’hefe oxen Itave a hole through the cartilage of their nofe, in which 
is put a Hick, at Itnth ends of which are falteiicJ ilraps, like a bridle, by the help of 
which the oxen arc guided. * 

In diU'erciit places we ol^fe'i ved pits dug, like thole in which wolves are ufually caught, 
and in which, when well co^vered over by the IloUeiitnts, bufl’aloes and wild bcalls arc 
taken. 

The Hoftentbts ahVays carry the javelin or two (AlTign),-:j with them on their jour¬ 
neys. 'I'hefc afl'agays coniilt of an iron-fnear hollowed out on each fide? about fix inches 
long, with or without an iron ihal’t, which is fometimes round and finooth, and fome-. 
times grooved. This fpear is faficnci .1 with thongs of leather fo a llcnder round Hick, 
five feet long, made of the alTagay wood (n/rtf/hi and tapering towards the 

end. With thefe lances, which rlicy throw with great dexterity to the dillance even 
of one hundred paces, they dc fend themlelves againll their enemies and wild beafts, 
and are able to kill with them, bulfaloes, and <nher animals. , • 

Inllead of (’.Hina-vclfels and cnlaltalhes, poverty had taught them to ufe the fhclis of 
the tortoifes, which frequent the buflics in the landy plains, particularly the tcjludo 
minula and ‘icomctrica. 

From their frequent bd'mearing thcmfelvcs, as well as from the beat of the •climate, 
the Hottentot women have always very llabby breafts, that hang down very low. And 
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therefore, at the fame time that they carry their infents on their back, they can with 
the greateft eafe throw the breaft to them over their flioulder. Thefe in fhape and fize 
fometimes very much refembled calabafhes ; but among the curious fights that attrafted 
* our notice in this folitary place, was a Hottentot girl, whofe breads were fo long, that 
they hung down as low as to her thighs, and were the largeft that I ever ‘faw among 
this people. ^ 

Here, alfo, I learned a curious way of baking bread fpeedily without an oven. The 
flour ‘A'as kneaded up with water in the ufual manner to dough, of this afterwards a 
thick cake was made, which was laid in the embers, and covered with them, fo that 
in confequence of the heat communicated to it, it was foon thoroughly baked ; but 
the allies that adhered to it made it fo dirty, that they were obliged to fcrape it before 
they could eat it. , 

The Hottentots always fit before the fire, fquatted down upon their hams, on which 
occafion the women conftantly lay the covering of their modtlly, which is here worn 
in the form of a fquare, uBdemeath them. The huts in thefe parts were formed of 
wooden flakes, round, and were convex and, low, and covered with ftraw mats, in the 
form of a hay-flack, with a fmall aperture in thd front, where the fire is made. 

At the dawn of day, on the 3d of November, we fet out again on our journey, and 
crcffed feveral rivers, fuch as the Krakakou, Ao, Koukuma, and Neifena. The woods 
we pafled through w'ej'e narrow, arfd full of prickly bulhes. We could find no other 
pafl'age through them than the tracks of the Hottentots, fo that we were obliged to 
creep on all fours, and lead our horfes by the bridle. Auge, the gardener, having 
travelled this way before, was now our guide, and we had left the Hottentots with our 
oxen behind us. In the afternoon, we arrived at Koukuma Rivier. We forded over 
one of its branches, and intended to pafs through a thicket to a farm which we dif- 
covered on an eminence on the other fide of this thicket, belonging to one Helgert 
Muller; but we had not advanced far into the wood before we had the misfortune of 
meeting wdth a large old male buffalo, which was lying dowm quite alone, in a fpot 
that was free from bulhes, for the fpace of a few fquare yards. He no fooner difeo- 
vered Auge, who went firfl, than roaring horribly he ruflied upon him. The gardener 
turning his borfe Ihort round, behind a large tree, by that means got in fome meafure 
out of the bulTalo’s fight, w'hich now rulhed ftraight forwards towards the ferjeanr, 
who followed next, and gored his horfe in the belly in fuch a teri\blc manner, that it 
fell on its back that inftant, with its feet turned up in the air, and all its entrails Jiang- 
ing out; in which ftate it lived ahnoft half an hour. The J^ardener and the ferjeant, 
in the meantime, had climbed up into trees, where they‘thought themfelves fecure. 
The buffalo, after this firfl atchievement, now appeared to take his courfe towards the 
fide where we were approaching, and, therefore, could not have failed in his way to 
pay. his compliments to me, who all the while was walking towards him, and in the 
narrow pafs formed by the bqughs ai^d branches of the trees, and, on account of the 
ruftling noife thefe made againft ray faddle and baggage, had neither feen nor heard 
any thing of what had pafled. As in my way 1 frequently flopped to take up plants, 
and put them into my handkerchief, 1 generally kept behind my companions, that I 
might not hinder their progrefs ; fo that 1 was now* at a fmall diftance behind them. 

, The ferjeant had brought two horfes with him far his journey. One of them had 
already been difpatched, and the other now flood juft in the way of the bufl'alq, who 
was going out of the wood. As foon as the buffalo faw this fecond horfe, he became 
more outrageous than before, atid attacked it with fuch fury, that lie not only drove 
his hoim into the horfe’s breaft and out again through the very faddle, but alfo threw 
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it to the ground with fuch violence, that it died that very inftant, and all the bones in 
its body w^re broken. Juft at the moment that he was occupied with this latter horfe, 
i I came up to the opening, where th^ wood was fo thick, that 1 had neither room to 
turn my horfe round, nor to get on one fide.» I was therefore obliged to abandon him 
to his fate, Jnd take refuge in a tolerably high tree, up which I climbed. 

The buffalo having finifhed this his fecund exploit, fuddenly turned round, and 
•fhaped his courl'e the fame way which we had intended to take. 

From the place I was in, and the eminence I had gained, I could plainly perCeive 
one of the horfes quite dead, the other fprawling with its feet and endeavouring to rife, 
which it had not ftrength to do, and the other two horfes fhivcring with fear, and un¬ 
able to make their efcape; but I could neither fee nor hear any thing of iny fellow- 
fravellers and companions, whi<;h induced me to fear that they had fallen viftims to the 
firft tranfports of the buffalo’s fury. I therefore made all poflible hafte to fearch for 
them, to fee if I could in <lny way aflift them; but not difcovering any traces of them 
in the whole field of battle, I began to call out after them ; .when I difcovered thefe 
magnanimous heroes fitting faft, like two cats, on the trunk of a tree, with their guns 
on their backs, loaded with fine fhot, add unable to utter a fingle word. 

1 encouraged them as well as 1 could, and advifed them to come down, and get 
away as faft as poffible from fuch a dangerous place, where we ran the rilk of being 
once more attacked. The ferjeant at length burft oift into tears, deploring the lots of 
his two fpirited fteecls ; but the gardener was fo ftrongly affetted, that he could fcarcely 
fpeak for fome days after. 

Thus we wmt back to the very fpot from which we fet out, and, after paffing fome 
very tirefbme bids arrived at the place of our deftination ; but as the ferjeant could not 
crofs the river wifh(jui a horfe, 1 took him up behind me, and after having left him 
my horfe, walked on to the houfe. 

Here my firft care was to difpatch fome Hottentots to the thicket, to take the faddles 
off the two horfes, which hereafter might be of fervice. Thefe Hottentots armed them- 
felves with lances, their ufual weapons, and informed us that they had before obferved 
that one solitary buffalo haunted that wood, which, as they faid, was foTpiteful, that 
fie had been driven away from the herd by the other buffaloes, and was obliged to live 
alone. 

No European was to*be found in this place, there being none but Hottentuts, nor 
any othgr hut than thofe which were inhabited by the Hottentots themfelves, and which, 
on account of the vermin the'y harboured, no European, even in a cafe of the greateft 
neceffity, could ever think of‘lodging in. 

We were therefore obliged, with a ftraw mat under us, a faddle under our head, 
and a fire at our feet, to pafs the night in the open air. Fortunately for us, the fky 
was very clear and f'erene; but at the fame time rlie cold was fo great, that we could 
not lleep, being obliged every hour to rife and warnj ourfclv^ all over before the fire, 
for the purpofe of making which, we had had the forefight to order a fufficient quan¬ 
tity of logs and brufh-wood to be brought to the hut the night before. 

Hemp {cannabis fativa) was cultivated here by the Hottentots in a very fmal> inclo- 
fure. i'his is a plant univerfaily ufed iff this country, though for a purpofe Vjgry differ¬ 
ent from that to which it is applied by .the induftrious European. The Hottentot loves 
nothing f« well as tobacco, and v/ith no other thing can he be fo eafily enticed into a 
man’s fervice; but for fmoking, and for producing a pleafing intoxication, he finds 
this poifonous plant ribt fufficiently ftrong, and therefore in order to procure hjmfelf 
tfiis plcafure more fpeedily and delicioully, he mixes his tobacco with hemp chopped 
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very fine. It turpriCmg, that this nation, although, before the arrival of^the Europe¬ 
ans it had no intereourfe with the reft of the world, and confequently was ignorant of 
the ufi| of to\»acco, ftiould, notwithftanding, become fo diftraCtedly fond of this poifon- 
ous plant; and that for it and brandy they could Ibe induced to fell to the Dfitch a 
confiderable portion of their land near the Cape; a tranfadion which hasticoft them fo 
dear, both with refpeft to their liberty and td*the land of their fore-fathers. 

On the 4th we quitted this place, and in the evening reached Peter Plant’s farm, ■ 
call^ lyielkhout Kraal, near the Deep River. 

The ferjeant was obliged to put up with an ox by way of nag for two days, as no 
horfe was to be found hereabouts; this anfwercd tolerably well, though it was very 
fatiguing, as well on account of the breadth of the ox’s back, as becaufe he could ufe 
no ftirrups. 

On the 5th we croffed Pifang Rivier, to go to Jacob Bota’s farm, railed alfo Pifang 
Rivier. 

This farm, which was entirely a grazing farm, was fituated not far from the fea-fhore, 
and a whole fociety, confifting of more than fifty Hottentots, were here in the fervice 
of this farmer, lived in his vicinity, and werd I’upported by him. The harbour here 
was very wide and beautiful. 

The farmer himfelf was not at home, having fet out for the Cape that very day ; but 
an old faithful Hottentot was in tflfe mean-time our kind and attentive hoft, and gave us 
all neceffary afliftance. 

My two fellow-travellers, not having yet got the better of their terror, and wedried 
out w'ith the many crofl'es they had met with in the courfe of their journey, now refolved 
here to let bounds at once to their dangers and their curiofity, finall as this latter was, 
and to make the beft of their way back from hence to the Cape, where they might get 
more wine to drink, and be Icfs liable to be frightened by buffaloes. But when I 
reprefented to them what a cowardly appearance this would have, and that they had 
made but a fmall colleclion as yet, likewife that we were feparated from our waggon, 
our other fellow-traveller, and the reft of our baggage; adding befides, that though 
they Ihould ^company me no farther, I was neverthelefs determined to purfue my 
journey, they were at laft perfuaded to alter their refolution. 

However, I let my doleful companions reft here for a few days, while I vifited the 
fea-fhore, and the adjacent mountains, whicli were covered with, ffirubs and bullies of 
various kinds, and particularly with the urduina hifpinofa, fo that in Ibveral places they 
were impenetrable; and in thefe I was frequently fo much entangled, that 1 was obliged 
to crawl for a long way on the tops of the ffiff bulhes, which with their lharp prickles 
tore my hands and clothes all to tatters. The bare-footed Hottentot ivho accomjtmued 
me, was fo much lacerated and fo bloody, as to be a real objcQ; of compalliou; but in 
my fearch after plants, having loft my way in the thicket, we had no other refource 
left. At the foot of the nfountain? were flat rocks, on which feals lay fleeping in the 
fun; a circumftance, whence the mountain has its name of Robbeberg (or Seal Moun¬ 
tain). It projetts a great way into the fea, like a peninfula, and is covered with fmall 
fea-lheUs (^concha). 

The Robbebeig is a fingular mountain, and different from any other that I have feen 
in Africa. Its middlemoft ftratum is a very firm, concretion of round and irregularly- 
Ihaped pebbles, and indurated lime, about four fathoms broad. It perfeflly fefembles 
a piece of mafonry. The uppermoft ftratum appeared to me to be a brownilh rock. 
The lowermoft is. fand-ftone. On another fide of the mountain there is a heap of 
indurated fandy which the water has fcooped holes into. In fome places the fand had 
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concreted with* clay in a tubular form, and large inaffes of it had fallen down. The 
flat foot of tl|e mountain, towards the fea, had various holes in it of different fizes, fome 
of them as rotund as if they had been, turned, and others oblong. On one fide, the 
lowed ftiratunl was a whitifh-grey quartz, that was grealy to the touch. The mountain 
had, moreover* long clefts and crevices, in which hung a number of thick ftalaftites, 
covered with a fine down-like fubftance, which was fometimes quite green. The fand- 
Ifone was of a very fine grain. 

I'he Jirelitfta, with its yellow flowers and blue ne&arium, grew near this fpot, and 
was one of the moft beautiful plants, of which the bulbs were procured to lend to Eu¬ 
rope. The Hottentots w^re laid to eat the fruit of it. 

^The Hottentots were at no great pains in drefling their victuals. Buffalo’s flefli was. 
merely cut into flices, and then fisoked, and at the fame time half broiled in the embers 
over a few coals; this was eaten without bread, though, perhaps, it was in the firfl 
ftage of putrefaftion. 

It is a cuftom among the Hottentots, that if a cow is barren, llie muff be killed ; but 
in this cafe its flefli is eaten by married people only, and not by thofe that are fingle. 

Greafe is the great dainty of the Hottentots, which they are not only fond of eating, 
but can alfo drink without finding any inconvenience from it. 

The fmall huts of the Hottentots are at times fo full^of vermin, both of the hopping 
and creeping kind, as not to be habitable by them; they are theit forced to remove 
them to another place, a removal which does not take a very long time, neither is it 
particularly expenfive. I have feen it performed with the greateft agility and difpatch. 
Firft, a few withies were fixed in the earth, and bent in the form of arches to determine 
the height of the hut, and give it a rotund figure. 'I’hefe are afterwards covered with 
ruflies, or mats made of rulhes {cyperus textilis), which keep out both wind and rain. 
All round the bottom dung is laid, to make the hut right and clofe in that part. 

Su Koa (Potteflaan) was the name given by the Hottentots to a drum they fometimes 
ufed to beat to their mufic. Over Jl pot with water in it was extended a flieep-lkin, 
wb' :h had previoufly been well leaked, and was tied round the edge of the pot with a 
l^ithern thong. The fingers of the left-hand being placed near the edge, and the 
thumb in the middle, they beat with the two firfl fingers of the right-hand upon the 
other edge, which produced a dull heavy found, that had nothing pleafing in it. To 
this wretched mufic a Hottentot would dance in the following manner : holding in his 
right-han^l a firing faflened tc the roof or wall, and remaining on the fame fpot, he 
hopped firfl on one foot, and then upon the other, all the while beating time with them. 
During this he writhed his body in various curves, and threw his head from one fhoulder 
to the other in a fifniicircnlar diredlion; all the while linging, and all this to a certain 
modulation. One of thefe dances will fometimes lafl a conliderable time, and throws 
the dancer into a violent perfpiration. I'hey always wipe the fweat off their faces with 
a fox’s tail. ' • . 

I obferved feveral things for which the Hottentots had no words in their own lan¬ 
guage, fuch as Coftee, Houfings, Company (C^ompagnie). 

The women carried their infants on their backs under the Ihcep-lkin, which they call 
a Krofs; the child was faflened by a leathern flrap that went round the motherle and its 
own neck, and was farther fecured by another (trap that paffed over the krofs under its 
pofteriors,.the mother all the while attending to her bufinefs as ufual. 

Some of the women here wore firings of glafs-boads round their legs, others had the 
dqjendent fides of thefr krofs ornamented with beads, which, among other things,-they 
receive of the farmers for their wages. Others had a tortoife-lhell hanging at their backs, 
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in which they jireferved either their tobacco or bucku (diofma). For want of clay 
tobacco-pipes they ufe wooden ones. j 

The farmers themfelves, for want of proper vcflels, were often obliged to keep 
their milk and honey in leathern bags. ' / 

The fields hereabouts were full of wild buffaloes, fo that it was noruncommon to 
fee a hundred or two of them in a herd. They generally lie ftill in the thickets and 
wqpds in the day-time, and in the night go out into the fields to graze. 

The houfe in which we were lodged was roomy and large, -tt'eH conflrufted of clay, 
with doors, and with fhutters before the window-holes, as glafs viindow\s could not 
be eafily procured from fo great a diftance as the Cape. The whole roof in the kitchen 
•was hung with thick llices of buffalo’s flelh, which, being dried and fmoked, they eat 
as hung-beef. • 

Buffaloes were Ihot here by a Hottentot, who had been trained to this bufinefs by 
the farmer, and in this manner found the whole family in meat, without having re- 
courfe to the herd. The balls were counted out to him every time he went a Ihooting, 
and he was obliged to furnilli the fame number of dead buffaloes as he received of 
balls. Thus the many Hottentots that lived here were fupported without expence, 
and without the decreafe of the tame cattle, w'hich conftitute the whole of the farmer’s 
wealth. The greaiell part of die flelh of the bufl'alo falls to the lhare of the Hotten¬ 
tots, but the hide to that of the mailer. 

The Hottentots drefl'ed the buffaloes’ hides in the following manner; the hide was 
ftrctched out on the ground by means of Hakes, after which warm alhes were ftrewed 
over it, and the hair feraped oft' with a knife or fpade. 

For want of the Ihoes ufually worn in other places, which could not be procured fo 
far up in the country, and which frequently even the farmers at the Cape cannot 
afford to buy, they generally wear here what are called lield-lhoes, which the country- 
people ufually make themfelves, in a way peculiar to them, for the molt part of buffalo 
leather, fometimes of neats leather, and fometimes, though more rarely, of the llriped 
hide of the zebra. 

It was pleafing' to obferve with what cordiality the Hottentots, as well thofe who 
lived upon the farm, as the llrangors who had accompanied us hither, offered each 
othc. the regale of the tobacco-pipe. Having fet themfelves down in a circle, the 
pipe went from one to the other round the whole company. Each man taking a few 
large whiffs, at lall gets his mouth full of fmoke, a fmall part of which he fwallows, 
and puffs out the remainder through his nofe and mouth. 

From the woods of Houtniquas the peafants, who live near the dillrift of Mufcle 
Bay, fell both rough and cut timber, notwithftanding the length and roughnefs of the 
road; but from hence the farmers have nothing elfe to carry to market, except oxen 
for llaughter, and butter. If any kind of navigation were fet on foot, either from 
this coaft or from Mufde Bay, the carriage would be eafier, and the conimoditievS, 
efpecially the timber, cheaper j but tins has as yet either not been thought of, or elfe, 
perhqps, it has not been deemed of any ufe. 

Our creft-fallen ferjeant having now in fome meafure recovered his fpirits, and pro¬ 
cured the loan of, a faddle-horfe here, we refutned our journey on the loth of Novem¬ 
ber, travelling up the country, and towards the mountains, in "htmes, on the other 
fide of thenj, of meeting with our waggon, and better fortune. Faffing by another 
farm, belong^^ to Bota, we went through two rivers to Malagafs Kraal j and after¬ 
wards proce^ea up Keureboom’s Rivier to Jackall’s Kraal. 


At 
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At Keurebopm’s Rivier, Houtniquas Land terminated on this fide, a land abounding 
in grafs, wood, and buffaloes. We farther rode over the mountains, and all along 
them beyoncKKeureboom’s Rivier to Peter Jager’s farm. 

Here we \wre refrefhed, thirfty as we were, with Hottentots fack-milk, as it is called, 
which, perhaps, few travellers, unlefs urged by extreme thirft, will be able to prevail 
on themfelves to taffe. It is a very acid, cool, and refrelhing milk, remarkable as 
well for the veffcl in which it is kept, as for its great age. I had formerly imagined, 
that the four milk of Norrland (in Sweden), which is feveral months old, was the 
oldeft milk in the world, but 1 now found that the Hottentots fack-milk might at leaft 
be confidered as grand-mother to the Norrland milk. The veffel in which it is kept, 
is the hide of an antelop*e (Eland, Capra Oreas), which is fewed up clofe together;^ 
and hung up againll the wall. Qther hides were faid to be not fo fit for the purpofe. 
In one of thefe lacks tlius hung uj), new milk is put, which turns four and coagulates. 
Every day more new milk i§ poured in, which likewife foon coagulates, as the fack is 
not cleaned out for the fpace of feveral months at leaft, and frequently not for a year 
or two. 

The Hottentots feldom churn any butter; and when they do, it is only to befmear 
themfelves with. The Maquas Hottentots are faid to churn in the following manner : 
new milk is poured into a leather bag, which two Hottentots holding by the ends, lhake 
the milk in it from one end to the other, till it coagulates. • 

On the I ith, we |)affed over the very lofty mountains that lead to Lange Kloof, in 
our way to farmer Matthew Zondag's. Watery clouds hung all over the mountains, 
by the piercing vapours of which, though it did not rain, we were wetted quite to the 
Ikin. ■ The lides of the mountain that we paffed over, were fometimes fo fteep, and 
the path fo narrow, that we did not crofs it but at the hazard of our lives, and Ihud- 
dered when we looked down the precipice. The country on the other fide, or Lange 
Kloof, was very elevated, in comparifon with that from whence we came, and confe- 
quently the mountains there were lowj when compared with the dreadful height which 
thev exhibited on the other fide, towards the fea coaft. . 

At this farm they made foap from a ley, prepared from the Canna Bulb (Salfola 
Aphylla), which v'as boiled a long time and infpiflkted; when mutton fuet was added 
till the mafs acquired a proper confiftence. It was then poured out, and formed into 
long fquares. • • 

On the 13th, we paid a vifit to Peter Frere, a man who was a great hunter of ele¬ 
phants, and had made long journeys, as far as into the country of the Caffi ts. Among 
other particulars, he informed* us, that the Hottentots cannot count further than five 
in their own language. . 

On the 16th, going from this man’s farm here, called Mifgunft (or Envy), on the 
banks of Diep Rivier (or the Deep River), we paffed by another farm of his, near 
Aapies Rivier, in our way to Klipp-drift, and aftea'wards ^crofs Krakeel Rivier, to 
Matthew Streidung’s. 

Here I faw a great number of tombs, confifting of fmall heaps of ftones. I ftriftly 
enquired after their origin, but no European could give me any account of them? An 
old Hottentot informed me, that the inlmbitants of this traft had died of ulcers,, in great 
numbers, which gave me no fmall reaibn to conclude, that this place had been well 
inhabited, .and even populous, and that it was the fmall-pox which had made this 
extraordinary devaftation. 

On the 17th, after* paffmg Peter Nickert’s farm, called Onverwagt, we went over 
Waageboom’s Rivier, to Henrv Kruger’s. 
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The wild Turkey (I'antalus), wliich now began to make its appearance, was faid to 
quit the country during the winter, and to return in the months of Septembd? and 
Oftober. / 

The Meloc Chichorei, with its many varieties, devoured the beans, ^d ottier pro- 
duds of the gardens. 

In Lange Kloof it is very cold in the winter, and fnow falls, juft as at the back of 
Witfen Mountain. 

On the i8th, w'e arrived at Thomas Frere’s, near Kromme Rivier (or Crooked 
River). 

The country as far as here, gradually fank lower and lower as it proceeded towards 
^the fca-lliore, fo that Lange Kloof was far more elevated than the country about 
Kromme Rivier. 

On the 19th we arrived at Eflebofch, a fine foreft, in almoft a plain and level 
country. It had rained the whole day, and it continued pouring during the evening 
and night, fo that being wet to the Ikin, we were under the neceflity, four of us, to 
crouch under the tilt of our waggon, in expeftation of better weather in the morning. 
The Hottentots, who accompanied us, were'-obliged to take Ihelter under the waggon, 
as it was quite impoflible to keep up any fire. 

On the 20th, fair w'eather and fun-fhine; but as we could not get at any dry 
clothes, we wcre,obliged to let thofe we had on, dry on our bodies In the fun. We 
now rode on to Diep Rivier, Leuwe-bofeh Rivier, and fo on to /'.ee-ko Rivier. 

Here we were informed, that lions were fometimes feen in the mountains, and 
that they had formerly reforted thither in great numbers j but were now moftly 
extirpated. 

TIic Bread-tree (Zamia Caffra) is a fpccics of palm, which grows on the hills, below 
the mountains, in thefe trads. It was of the height and thicknefs of a man at molt, 
very much fpread, and fingle. I have fometimes I’een from one root, two or three 
ftems fpring. It is out of the pith {inedulhi) of«,this tree, that the Hottentots contrive 
to prepare iheir bread. For this purpofe, after fcooping out the pitli, they bury it 
in the earth, and leave it there for the fpace of two months to rot, after which they 
knead it, and make it into a cake, which,'In their ufual flovenly and filthy manner, 
they {lightly bake in the embers. I oblerved that the tree ftood in dry fterilc places, 
betwevn ftones, and grew flowly. «. 

At Kromme Rivier, a Ihell-filh (^foknfdiqtui) was faid to be found in holes in the 
banks, which if is impoflible to catch by digging after it; but the method of fifliing 
for it was, by running a flake into it, and then drawing it out. 

The ridge of mountains, which at Roode Zand we had oa our left hand, and after¬ 
wards in Lange-kloof on the right, and which were continued quite from Witfenberg, 
now terminated here before it reached the fea-fhore; whereas the ridges on our left 
hand uere continued farther, an 4 had the Carrow plains behind them. 

The berries of the Guarri bulh (cuclca vndulata) had a fweet tafte, and were eaten 
by the Hottentots. Bruifed and fermented, they yield a vinegar, like that made from 
FontuC. 

T he irajfula ietragona, as being fomewhat of an aftringent nature, boiled in milk, in 
the quantity of a handful, is ufed as a remedy for the diarrhoea. 

On the 2 2d, we arrived at Jacob Kock’s, near the mouth of S^-cow River, not 
far from the fea-Ihore, a man whom we now vifited for the fecond time in the courfe of 
our journey. 

1 2 T'he 
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The interior coat of the ftomach of ftieep, dried, pulverized, and taken inwardly, was 
faid to excite vomiting, and to be ferviceable in feverf;. « 

The;. bloW of a hare was afferted to be a cure for the St. Anthony’s Fire, if rags 
dippeff into W, and then dried, were worn upon the body, but not applied to the part 
affefted. 

Many people here likewife concurred in affuring us, that the blood of a tortoife, ufed 
'externally, as well as internally, was of the greateft fervice to fuch as were wounded by 
a poifoned arrow. ' 

At this place we ftaid feveral days, as well with a view to regulate and put in order 
what we had already collected, as to inveftigate all the neighbourhood, and likewife 
to give reft and pafturc to our weary and emaciated cattle. 

l)uring this time, however, .we made a journey on horfcback to Cabelijauw Rivier, 
and from thence to Camtour’s Rivier, w hich is very broad and deep, and by which alfo 
Looris Rivier empties itfelf into the ocean. 

Hottentots and Caffres lived promifeuoufly near this river, .as on the frontier of the 
two countries, the real Caft’raria beginning feveral miles further up in the country. 

The Caffres that lived here, were taller than the Hottentots, more undaunted and 
valiant, better made, blacker, and ftronger. They wore round their arms, by way 
oi' ornament, rings, either of iron or ivory, and were armed with javelins, which they 
knew much better how to manage than the Hottentdts did. The ivory rings were half 
an inch in breadth* and they gen 'ral wore feveral of them on each arm. 

Their dances were extremely curious. Two or more of them placing themfelves 
fide by fide, or back to back, balanced themfelves on their toes, ftriking the ground 
now and then with their heels; during which, they moved every limb, and almoft 
every mufcle, especially their eyes, forehead, neck, head, mouth, aftd chin, keeping 
time in every motion. I'he mufic to this dance was a rough fcrcaking kind of finging, 
accompanied fometimes with a whiftling noife, to produce which, they drew their lips 
on one fide, (hewing their teeth, fnom between which the found iffued. The women 
k.pt running about all the while, finging and jumping to the fame time, with a con- 
.tinual motion of their head and limbs. 

In the tip of one ear they had a hole, in which was ftuck a porcupine’s quill. 

We were fliewn here ear-rings of two different lhapes, made of copper, mixed with 
filver, which they feid they had obtained from nations living farther up in the 
country. 

Here too we fliw baikets wrought by the Hottentots, that were fo tight and clofe, as 
to hold milk or water. Bottles alfo made of the bladders of the rhinoceros, were ufed 
for the fame pui^ofe. • 

The Caff res, as well as the Hottentots, have in each village, or horde, a chieftain, 
on whom they frequently beftow that appellation of captain, and who is their leader in 
their hunting expeditions, and againft their enemit^. 

Thefe nations, though deftitute of fire-arms, neverthelefs kill buffaloes and wild 
beafts with their javelins, called affagays. When a Caffre has difeovered a fpot where 
feveral buffaloes has affembled, he blows a pipe, made of the thigh-bone of «a (heep, 
which is heard at a great diftance. • In confequence of this, feveral of hj,s comrades 
run up to the and furrounding.the buffaloes, and at the faftie time approaching 
them by degr^, throw their javelins at them. In this cafe, out of eight or twelve 
buffaloes, it is very rare for one to efcape. It fometimes happens, however, that while 
,the buffaloes are ruhning oft' the premifes, fome one of the hunters, who ftands in the 
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way of them, is tofled and killed, which, by the people of this nation,ns not much 
regarded. Wherf the chacc is over, each cuts oft' his fhare of the game that is kill^. 

Befidcs the wild animals they may chance to take in hunting, the Uaftres, who 
inhabit the moft delightful meadows llvat can be imagined along the paft:, poftTefs 
large herds of tame horned cattle. Their oxen are commonly eafy to be 'diftinguifhed 
from f'tbers, as they cut them in the lower part of the neck, in fuch a manner, that 
long ftips of lk.ii) hatig down from it; they likewife do the fame with refped to their' 
ears," and force their horns to grow in various fingular forms. The ('oinpany got 
formerly from them and the Hottentots, a great number of cattle, fit for llaughter, in 
exchange for tobacco, brandy, glafs-beads, and bits of iron; but now this is feklom 
the cafe, although this traffic is prohibited to all the farmers. 

Tlie Hottentots, in the fervice of the colonifts, frequently ufe tobacco-pipes of clay, 
though thefe are fo fhort, that the bowl of the pipe comes into contad with their 
lips. They are fhort, becaufe in the carriage of them to fo great a diftance fi'otn the 
Cape, they are apt to break. But otherwife, both Caft'rcs and Hottentots nfe a pipe, 
either made of a long, flender, and hollow flick, with a hole near one end of it, in 
which is put another hollow' flick that is fhort, and has at top a cylindrical it one, 
which is hollowed out, and is the bowl that holds the tobacco; or infleud of the 
long flick, an antelope’s horn, viz. of the copra oryx, near the pointed end of wliich 
is bored a hole; inahis is put a"fhort hollow flick, and upon that the flone-bowl. 
In fmoking, they flretch their mouths over the wide end of the h'orn, and draw in a 
few large whiff's. The fmoke they keep fome time in their mouths, and then fwallow'- 
ing a part, puff the reft out again. The pipe then paflfes on to the next, 'and fo goes 
round the whole circle. "When ftrangers come to a kraal or village, they are always 
treated with the tobacco-pipe, which circulates in due form from one to the other. 

The Hottentots had boiling veffels of burnt efay, of their own making. 

The beans of the guajacum afrum, though a poifonous fhrub, are boiled and eaten 
by the Hottentots. Their water they keep in the'inteflines of animals. The wmineu 
who carried their children on their backs, gave them fuck under their arms, by bend¬ 
ing the little creatur.es’ heads down to the breail. 

Sea-horfes (or Sea-cows, Hippopotamus) were ftill to be feen in great numbers in 
Camtour’s River; though many of them have been fhot of late, and confequently 
their nuffiber has been greatly diminifhed. The pruccjfus mamille,.ris, of this animal was 
faid to be an effeftual remedy for the ftonc and gravel. We wounded indeed, feveral 
of thefe huge beafts, but could not kill them; neither did any of them come up the 
following night, though we (laid till the next morning. ' 

A few Hottentots who had pitched their tents here, for the purpofe of confuming a 
fea-horfe that had been fhot fome time before, lived in the midft of fuch a flench, that 
we could hardly pafs by them without being fuffocated. 

A great number of the Caftres accompanied us back to Sea-cow River, and difplayed 
various fpecimens of their arts, probably with a view of getting fome of our good 
tobacco, to which they had taken a particular fancy. 

We ■Ctfere told here, that a colonift had been bitten in the foot fome time before by 
a ferp#nt, of the fpecies called Ringhals (or Ringneck) as he was walking along in 
the grafs barefoot, as is the cuftom here, in default of fhoes and ftockmgs, which the 
peafants feldom wear, except when they go up to Cape Town or to chufon. I informed 
myfelf accurately of the fymptoms produced by the bite. It feems the man was feveral 
miles diftant from -home when he met with this accident. He then immediately dif; 
patched his Have to his houfe to bring him a horfe with all 4 )eed, on which he went 

home. 
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home, after ^javing bound up his leg tight, in order to prevent the poifon from fpread- 
ing upwards. On his return home he grew fo fleepy, that his wife could not, without 
great difficiiilty, keep him awake. He alfo became quite blind in an inflant, and re¬ 
mained fo hfr the fpace of a fortnight. His l^g was fwelled to fuch a degree, that the 
flelh covered'the bandage over, like a Iheath, infomuch that it could not eafily be re¬ 
moved. An incifion was made round the wound with a knife, and the foot walhed 
with falt-water. He drank new milk copioufly, and that to the quantity of feveral pails- 
fiill in a night, but calf it all up again. After this the ferpent-ftone was applied to»the 
wound. By means of this he gradually recovered; but Hill, though it is now feveral 
years fmee the accident happened, he has pains in the part on any change of weather, 
and at times the wound’breaks completely out again. 

* I’he cattle, which conftitute4 the fanner’s wealth in thefe plains, were fubjed to 
feveral, and thofe peculiar, difeafes. 

The Tung-ziekte is a dheafe of the cattle, iiv which veficles or bladders break out 
on the tongue, difeharging a thin ichorous matter. In confcqucncc of this dillemper 
the cattle cannot eat, but grow lean, and fometimes die. The farmers are accuftomed 
to rub the bladders oil with fait. • 

d'he Klaw-ziekie is a difeafe, in which the hoofs of the cattle grow loofe, fo that 
they cannot walk. It appears to proceed from the fummer heats, efpccially if the oxen 
have been driven on journeys in the day-time. This*diftemper is (^deemed here to be 
infectious. It is certain, that it attacks one ox alter another fucceilively, fo that I 
have leen whole droves afieCled with it; but it feems to me ratlier to proceed from 
ibme common and general caufe tlum from infeftion. At firft they are lamed by it, 
and afterwards become unfit for journeys. This difeafe, however, leaves them in 
general (d its own accord in the courl'e of one or two weeks. * 

1 law fome tlhinefe hogs here belonging to different farmers. 

A yellow Chryfomela devoured and did great damage to the culinary vegetables in 
the gardens. • 

hi the beginning of December we direfted our courfe back again, after we had re- 
freflied oui oxen, and vifiicd ihe.country farther up than it has as yet, on that fide of 
?hc Cape, been irliabited by Europeans. 

In our journey up Lange Kloof, 1 obferved at one farm, the no lefs convenient than 
advantageous contriva»ces of the huibandmen to apply the rivulets that run downi from 
the mountains, to the watering of their vineyards and gardens. 'Fhe water is always 
conduCTed over thele lands in a channel to the more elevated parts, from whence tiny 
let down little rivulets or ftrccnns between the vines and beds. W'hen there is no oc- 
cafion for watering, thde Itrcamlets are Hopped up with a little earth. By the fame 
methods water was carried to mills, fiih-ponds, and other places. 

Oil the 6th we returned to Matthew Zondag’s, and on the yth arrived at Wolfe- 
kraal; on the Srh, having eroded Keureboom’s Riyier, we proceeded to Dicp Rivie'-, 
and on the loth came to Gans Kraal (Goofe Kraal). Behind the low mountains lay 
Camenallie Land. 

The fickles for reaping corn were jagged at the eilge like a faw\ 

The lycypcnlon caninonuU' grew hare on (he ant-hills, the brown powder.of which 
was faid to be ufejl in cancers. 

On thg lothr^e came to Ezeisjagt; on the iith to Dorn Rivier (or Thorn Rive ), 
afterwards to Groote Don. Rivier, keeping always to the right, and leaving Attaqu.is 
Klool to the left. • . 
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On the 13th we croffed the barren Carrow plain, and paid a vifit/to Gert van 
Niinwegen. 

The Iheep here ate the tender leaves of the miniofa nilotica. 

The Meloe Cichorei did great damage to the apple-trees and other j^egetables in 
the gardens, the leaves of which they confumed entirely. » 

A mcfcmbryanthemum, with a white flower, was chewed by the Hottentots, for the 
purpofe of quenching their thirft, after it had been fuflered to putrify, and been pro¬ 
perly prepared. - 

A fpecies of Coccus, called Harpuys, that was found on the branches of trees, was 
faid to prove mortal to Iheep. • 

On the evening of the 14th, we arrived at Gert Clute’s farm, at Slangc Rivier 
(Snake River), which lay fo deep in the cleft of a mcyintairt, that I fhould fuppofe no 
one would expect to find a habitation there. 

All this traft of land was exceedingly dry and meagre, ttte hufbandmeii’s cattle con- 
fifting only of Iheep. 

On the flat rocks that projected from the fides of the mountains, we obferved a great 
number of tigers, which were more common here than 1 have ever feen them in any 
other place. 

The foil was a clay, impregnated with fait; and every where on the hillocks, and 
on the banks of the river, the fah was cryllallized by the heat of the fun, in like 
manner as I had obferved it to be on the hills near the Cape. 

We had now a dreadful, long, dry, and barren plain to crofs, which is fcorching 
hot in the day-time, and which, in confequence, its want of water could afford us 
no place for baiting. We therefore employed a great part of the day in baiting, and 
in the evening,' when it began to be a little cooler, in refuming our journey, we 
paifed feveral large rivers, the banks of which were covered with wood, but which 
were now quite dried up; and at length we arrived in the morning to a deferted houfe, 
fituated on the fide of the mountains to the left, r 

Here we faw quickfet hedges of the Aloe Succotrina. 

On the 15th and i6th we continued our journey, proceeding to the farms of Welge- 
vunden, Watervall, and Muyfen Kraal. 

On the 17th we came to a farm belonging to one Smidt; and on the i8th, after 
croflTing the mountains, we went through Platte Kloof. • 

As we proceeded farther on the 20th and 2ill, we pafled feveral farms in our way 
to the Company’s pod at Riet Valley. 

While we baited here, we paid another vifit to Grootvader’s Bofeh, where various 
forts of trees are felled for the ufe of the Company. 1 hoped now to find feveral 
trees in bloflbm; but the fcafon was not yet far enough advanced. 

The Calodendrum, however, was then in bloflbm, the honeyed juice of which I 
perceived beautiful butterflies fuelling, without my being able to reach either the one 
or the other, but by the help of my gun, which I loaded with fmall fliot, and fired in 
among the trees, I got fome branches with bloflbms on them. 

On the 24th we croffed Breede Rivier and Rivier Zonder End (or the river without 
end), whjeh latter is very deep, and therefore ’has a ferry for the accommodation of 
travellers. * ^ , 

Continuing our journey on the 25th and 26th, w'e paffed the Company’s port at 
Tigerhook, and thence proceeded along the Rivier Zonder End, to another poll of the 
Company’s, Zoete Melk’s Valley. 


The 
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’I he county was already grown very arid, in conlequence of the fcorching fummer- 
heats, and the high and drying winds. 

PforalcK^ plnnata (Pinwortel), was a plant, of which .the country-people in many 
places Tomj^ained, as being the worft weed tin the gardens, on account of the roots 
ftriking deep and firm in the grountl, and confcquently being difficult to eradicate. 

A blue Chryfomela devoured and damaged the corn. 

In a diagonal diredion acrofs Platte Kloof, lay the Elephant’s (Olyfant’s) warm bath, 
which I had not now time to vific. - • 

'I’he increafe of tlie fumnier-heat had caufed the flies to multiply in fuch numbers, 
as to be even extremely tioublcfome at moil of tlic farms. In order to diminifh the 
number of them in the houfe, fmall boughs were hung up to the roof, and fprinkled 
feveral times in the day with nejv milk ; and when the flies had fettled on them in great 
numbers, a long bag was fet under them, into which they were fliaken down. The 
bag was tlien twifted rouftd, fo (hat the flies could not efcape. 

I’he Secretary-bird, which is a great deflroyer of ferpents, after having trod them 
under his feet, and beat them w'ith his pinions, fo that they cannot hurt him, devours 
them. This bird eats not only flefli, but roots alfo. 

Wild chefnuts {brabejum Jicllatuni) are fo eagerly devoured by the wild boars, that 
they feldom or ever leave one on the ground to fpring up, unlefs it ihould chance to 
fall between ftones. • , 

On the 27th wC arrived at the warm bath of Zwarte Berg, or what is called the 
bath, 7\gter do Berg (i. e. behind the mountain). 

The fpring arifes from a hillock at the foot of the mountain, to the weftward of it; 
and chiefly from two fources. 'Phe water is moderately warm, and depofits a great 
quantity of a light yellow ochre at the bottom of the channels in whidh it runs. The 
hillock confifts of an iron ore or a ferruginous lava: and is heavy, black, fluning, of 
a very clofe texture, and ftrikes fire with (feel. The very road is black, owing to the 
dull of the broken ore, which lies aipon it like foot. I’he water has a chalybeate or 
inky tafte, but by no means fulphureous. It became black on mixing Peruvian bjtfk 
or blue vitriol with it, and white with fugar of lead. The patients here ufe the water 
‘both for bathing in, and at the fame time for drinking, though without any regulations 
or proper diet. The water is carried by a channel from its Iburce into a boarded hut, 
where there are a few fteps, on which the patient may fit as deep in the water as he 
chufes. The Company has raufed a brick-houfe to be built here, the care of which 
they have left to an old man. The few rooms that are here for the accommodation of 
the patients, are parted off by means of fail-cloth into many fmall cabins; fome of the 
patients live in tfieir ovyn ttuts or w'aggons, and others lodge at the farm that is fituate 
at the bottom of the hill. The bath is ufed the whole year throughout, but moft in 
fummer, or from Auguft to February. The mountain above it is called Zwarte Berg 
(or the black mountain). 

On the 28th we left this place, and came to a farm befonging to one Badenhorll, 
where they were extremely bufy in threlhing out their wheat. Barns for laying up the 
corn are neither to be found, nor indeed are they wanted in a country, in which, at 
this feafon of the year, there is nothing to be apprehended from rain, fo tnat t^e farmers 
can keep their co^n in a Hack in the open air. The great h^tnnakes the ftraw fo 
brittle, that it Hjfumbles to pieces, and therefore cannot be touched at any other time 
than in the morning and evening, when the air is become fomewhat cool. For threlh¬ 
ing, they prepare ia the open air, a plain and level fpot, which th^ fence in with a 
low and round wall of clay. Here they fcatter the com loofely about, and then turn 
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in a number of horfes, either loofe, or, as is more frequently the cafe, jt^ned together 
in a team, in order to tread out the grain. In the center of this area il<mds a 
man, who holds the foremoft horfe by a halter, and on the outfide oj it another 
man, who with a long whip drives the horfes continually round, and kpps them in 
a hard trot. Thus the ftraw is trodden quite to chaff, and rendered totally unfit for 
thatching. In this manner half a dozen men, with a few horfes, are able to threfli out 
cleqn in one day one hundred and twenty bufhels of wheat. Oxen are feldom ufed 
for threlhing, as their dug would fpoil the corn. 

Having left this place, we croffed Booter Rivier, where we faw the fea-lhore, and 
palling by Little Houthoek, went over Great Houthoek and Hottentot Holland’s Kloof. 
This mountain is very high, and on the Cape lide there is a road over it, that on 
account of its precipices has a niofl dreadful appearance. This, and the road however, 
that goes over Roode Zand, are almoft the only, at leaf!, the ihofl common roads, by 
which all the inhabitants of the country ntufl pal's with their large and heavy-loaded 
waggons. At the foot of the mountain lie feveral pretty farms, which, any more than 
the mountains and the fea-lhore, I did not leave unvifited. 

Here we kept new-year’s day, and, together with almoft all the inhabitants of the 
neighbourhood, went down to the fea-fide to pafs the whole day in mirth and pleafure. 

Here we found thrown up by the furge, the Trumpet-grafs {fitcus bitccinalis\ in 
which they blew like a trumpet. 

Finally, having fpent a whole day in crofting the very level and extenfive fandy plain 
that lies between Hottentot Holland and the Cape, we arrived at the town on the id 
of January 1773. 

My firft care after my return to the town, was not only to look over and put into 
order the colleffions of animals, plants, and feeds, that I had made during my four 
months’ journey ; but likewife to get them ready for being fent to Europe by the home¬ 
ward bound Ihips. Therefore, after having well 'dried the feed, fpread out the plants, 
and glued them on imperial paper, packed up the birds and infects in cafes, planted the 
live trees, and laid up the bulbous roots in boxes, I font confidcrable quantities of each 
to the botanical gardens at Amfterdam and Leyden, by feveral of the homeward bound 
Dutch velTels. What I had ftill remaining, I divided into different parcels, and packed 
up for iny patrons and friends in Sweden, el'pecially the ArCiiiatcrs and Chevaliers 
Linnaeus and Basck, Profeflbr Bergius and Dr. Montn; thefe 1 had an opportunity of 
fending in Swedifti ftiips, by the favour of feveral naval ofiicers who honoured me with 
their friendfhip. 

The following months I palfed as I had done the laft year, in ■botanizing in the 
environs of the Cape, and in making fhort cxcurfions into the country, as well as in 
examining and arranging my coileftions, and in making deferiptions of fuch of them 
as were new and before unknown. 

M. Sonnerat, a Frenchman, who, being an excellent draughtfman, had accompanied 
M. Commer9on in that capacity in his extenfive travels round the world, and to many 
differeh’t parts of India, was lately arrived at this town in a French veflel from the Ifle 
of France. I had foon an opportunity of making an acquaintance with him at the 
houfe of M. Berg, fecrelary of the police, and more particularly while we refided 
together at this gentleman’s villa in the neighbourhood of Conftanti^ where we re¬ 
mained a few weeks for the fake of botanizing, and of Ihooting a great number of 
beautiful Cape buds for the cabinets of the curious in Europe. ‘ 
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Among tnamany excurfions we made together, we refolved, in the middle of January, 
to vifit Tabfe Mountain, and examine what might be the produce of its fumraits at 
* this feafon the year. Each of us was furnilhed with fire-arms, proviftons, paper, 
and other n'^effaries, which were carried by two flaves whom we had hired in the 
town for this purpofe. At three o’clock in the morning we quitted our abode, and 
afcended the foot of the mountain before the fun could rife, and by its fcorching rays 
Pender the journey too fatiguing to us. At a little after eight we reached its fummit, 
where it was moderately and agreeably cool. We were alfd recompenfed for our 
trouble by a great number of rare plants, efpecially of the Orchidea^ as they are called, 
which I never afterwards ccnild meet with either here at other feafons, or indeed at.all 
in any other mountain. Among thefe the orchis grandi/lora, or difa uniflora (Ber^ 
'Plania Capenfes), was confpicuous by its beautiful flowers; of the fcrapias tabularis 
we found only one fpecimen; the fcrapias melaleuca was diftinguilhed by its black 
and white flowers, the moil uncommon in nature; and with great difiiculty, and at 
the hazard of my life, I got for the firft and laft time the blfle difa longicornisy which 
is as beautiful as it is lingular in its form. This laft plant grew in one Ipot only, on a 
fteep rock, and fo high up, that in order to come at it after we had clambered up the 
fide of the rock as high as we could, I was obliged to get upon the flioulders of M. Son- 
nerat, when, with a long fticl^, I beat down five of thefe plants, the only fpeci- 
mens that were then in bloom. M. Sonnerat, who l 5 efore had not 4 iad an opportunity 
of colletfting as mahy plants at the foot of the mountain as I had, made in this one 
day only, a colleflion of three hundred diflerent fpecies; but was fo fingularly unfor- 
tunate, though he had brought with him three pair of flioes foi this excurfion, as to 
return to town barefooted. The number of fliarp angular ftones which are roiled 
down from the mountain, and lie both at its foot and in the clefts through which the 
road goes, not only tear the foies, but alfo the upper-leathers of flioes; fo that your 
thin French pumps are by no means fuited for excurfions upon the mountains, which 
require Ihoes made of waxed leather with thick foies. 

lable Mountain has acquired its name from its appearing from the town and harbour 
as jt it were cut fmooth and level like a table. When one is arrived on the top of it, 
if appears pretty even in front, but on the other fide it goes oft' in gradual inequalities, 
like very broad fteps. In the clefts on the top there are feveral ftreams, which run 
down to the town and ks environs, and fupply them with good, fre&, and coot water. 
I could not difeover any vifible fpring, nor any lake with fifli in it, as fome pretend 
there are j but all the water that was there, was collected partly from rain, and partly 
from the clouds, which diffufe themfelves over the mountain, without falling down 
below in rain. Oa.the Aimmit were feveral mouldered and decayed ftones, of a ftrange 
appearance, feeming as if they had been erefted by art. 

1 he height of Table Mountain is 3350 feet, or, according to the calculation of 
De laCaille, 3353 feet at the w'eftern angle, which js the lo^^'eft. The Devil’s Moun- 
tain borders upon this to the eaft, and is thirty feet lower, though on account of its 
peak it appears to be fomewhat higher. Table Mountain conftitutes, with the Devil’s 
and Lion’s Mountains, one mountain, and is connedled with them at the b6ttom, 
though it is feparated from them by coafiderable vales at the top. • 

One may afeend, and defeend 'J ablq Mountain in feveral places,* in front, behind, 
and at the^fides, Iftl which paths I reconnoitred this and the following years, in the 
fifteen times that I went up to the fummit in the courfe of my three years abode in the 

neighbourhood. » 
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In front the mountain is acceffible only by the large cleft, which is kiftinflly feen 
almoft in the middle of the mountain. This afcent is the moft ufed, notwithftanding 
that it is the fteepeft, and particularly near the fummit, where it grows At the fame 
time very narrow, having, as it were, perpendicular walls on both fides. / The foot of 
the mountain, below which the town itfelf is fituatcd, is about a third part of the 
height of the whole mountain ; which gradually fwells, from gently-floping hills, over- 
gro;vn with thicknefs, into fteeper eminences, covered with ftones that have rolled 
down from the fummit; here the cleft begins, which at firft is about fifty or fixty paces 
broad, but by degrees is contratled to fix or feven, and at the top is almoft choaked 
up with ftones of an enormous bulk. High up in this dleft. I found pieces of a fine 
loofc fand-ftone of various fizes, which, when rolled lower down, crumbled away into 
fmall gravel and fand. 

Table Mountain, as well as the Devil’s and Lion’s, and other mountains, have their 
ftrata or layers in common with thofe of Europe. I'he uppermoft ftrata are quite hori¬ 
zontal, but the lower ones lie in an oblique pofition. At top, the rock appears to be a 
kind of fand-ftone, or lava; the middle ftratqm trapp, and the lowermoft flate. On 
the top of Table Mountain there are found both dillevered ftones, and firm rocks pro- 
je£fing from the furface, which have mouldered away confiderably, not only at the 
top and fides, but like wife at bottom, fo that large cavities arc formed in them. 'I'hefe 
fubftances are thud' decayed not only by water that has been left in their cavities, but 
evidently by the very air alfo, the moifture of which penetrates into the minute and 
fubtle crevices of thefe ftones, and diflblves them. 

TJie large ftones which have rolled down, and lie on the hills at the foot of the 
mountain, and.have a very ancient appearance, are a kind of trapp, -w hich have exca¬ 
vations in them of different magnitudes, apparently formed in them by fomething that 
has undergone a gradual decay. I'hefe ftones, as well the large as the final!, have 
frequently pieces of quartz both in the infide of them and on the furface, w'hich 
evidently fhews that thefe latter have not been forltied there, but were inclofed in them, 
as they are not concreted with the ftony matrix, which is tolerably hard, but have 
a fmooth and polifhed furface. 

The rock, in the loweft ffrata of which the mountains are formed, is of a loofe 
texture, of a dark colour, and may be fcratched with a knife. It is fometimes of a 
lighter, or of an afh-colour. Both air and water are capablefof corroding it, fo that 
laminae of a hand's breadth appear Handing ereft on their edge like a coejs-’s comb 
cryftal. Thefe lowermoft beds of flate, which are covered on the outfide with mould 
and grafs, fometimes conftilute half the height of the mountain., And thefe beds 
run from fouth to north, not abfolutely in a horizontal direftien, but funk to the weft- 
ward, and rifing to the eaffward, with mouldered and fharp-edged lamina:, which are 
continued quite below the furface of the water, as is plainly feen by the rocks in the 
fea, as well thofe that are*above, -as thofe that arc under water. 

The old hofpital having been for a long time in a ruinous condition, as well as of an 
inconyenient ftrufture, the Company had refolved to build a new one on a larger fcale, 
and in a more convenient fituation ; for which purpofe proper artifts, with the necef- 
fary tools and materials, had been fent from Hdlland. The fpot for erefting this edifice 
on was chofen at the eaftern end of the town, between^Table Mountain and the citadel, 
where it would be expofed to the fun and wind. The ground-ftone was laid by Go¬ 
vernor Van Plettenberg, in the month of November of the preceding year; and the 
building now went on every day, though but very flowly; a circtimftance owing to the 
interefted conduft of thofe who were appointed to fuperintend it, who not only gained 
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by protra£bing the work, but alfo employed part of the workmen, |i5 well as of the 
materials, cm their own private buildings. 

Two violtfjit winds chiefly prevail on this fouthernraoft promontory of Africa. The 
one blows boifteroully almoft every day in fummer, which is called the Gocde Seafon 
(Goede Mouflbn) ; the other in winter, which is called the Bad Seafon (Quaade Moul- 
fon). I’he fouth-eaft wind is violent, and attended with dry and very tine weather ; 
the north-w'efl is tempeftuous, and, for the moft part, accompanied with fhowers of 
rain. The former brings fhort and violent gales, following clofe upon each other, 
which often increafe to that degree of force, as to blow up not only dull and fand, but 
alfo gravel and linall pebble's into the face of fuch as are expofed to it, who, being 
^neither able to fee nor go forwards, rnufl either ftand ftill, or elfe throw themfelves 
down upon the ground. On fuch occafions, flrangers frequently exhibit ridiculous 
fcencs, their hats, wigs, oi; hair-bags, being carried away by the wind the whole length 
of the ftreets. Not only boats, but fmall craft, are likewife fometimes overfet in the 
road, and the people in them loft, as| was three times the cafe this year; in confe- 
quence of which, when the wind is high, no boat will venture to go to or from the 
(hips. 

I'he fouth-eaft wind fprings up for the moft part towards noon, after a fine, warm, 
and calm morning; about eleven, twelve, or one o’cjock, it rifes higher, and keeps up 
till three, four, or .five o’clock, or even later, frequently leaving* the evening ferene 
and agreeable, 'rinis the morning may be very warm, and require light clothing; but 
on the increafe of the wind, the air begins to feel colder, and frequently one finds it 
neceflary to put on a great-coat. Thefe fudden changes are the caufe that one is very 
liable to catch cold here, and that the inhabitants are in general fubjoitl: to rheumatic 
pains. This violent wind, though in fome refpctls it renders the fummer lefs agreeable 
than it would be otherwife, yet ftill it makes the heat more tolerable. 

Before the fouth-eaft wind begins to blow, the clouds are commonly feen gathering 
upon the mountains ; and Table M(?untain in particular, covered at the top with a heap 
of light clouds, appears as if it wore a periwig. On the wind’s increafing, the clouds 
<ire feen precipitating down the fore-part of the mountain, without producing any rain. 
Sometimes, how-evor, it will happen, though feldom, that the wind fhall blow, and no 
clouds lie on the mountain ; likewife, that all the clouds being diflipated on the fore¬ 
part of the mountain, *the wind fliall continue with clear and fine weather. Tile fouth- 
eaft wind is a low wind, driving for the moft part along the ground. The north-weft 
wind alfo is fometimes] obferyed to drive the higher clouds in a direffion contrary to 
that in which the fouth-eaft carries the lower ones, and the birds are feen flying in a 
calm atmofphere'between thefe two contrary currents of air. 

In winter-time the north-weft and fouth-welf winds prevail, which bring rain, and are 
dangerous for the fhipping that lie in the road, 

I'hefe winds change in April, when, by degrees? the fouth-eaft ceafes, and is fuc- 
ceeded by the north-weft. So that April and May are months of intermiffion, as well 
as Auguft and September, and, on the days when it does not rain, the moft nleafant 
in the whole year. 

In January, and the month^ following, the road is the moft reforted to by*lhips from 
Europe and the lilaft Indies, for the purpofe of taking in relrelhments at a place where 
the air is wholeforae, and the moll plentiful fupplies to be had of wine and all kind.s 
of provifions. When a Ihip has anchored in the road, nobody from the town is buf¬ 
fered to go on board of her for the firft three days, under a pAialty of forty rix- 
dollars. 


The 
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The Cape may, with propriety, be ftyled an inn for travellers to and irom the Eaft 
Indies, who, after feveral months’ fail, may here get refrelhments of all kinds, and are 
then about half way to the place of their deftination, whether homeward^or outward 
bound. 

Strangers that arrive here from Europe, are fometimes attacked with a diarrhoea, 
occafioned by the many vegetables and fruits with which this country abounds, but 
which is not of fo dangerous a nature here as at Batavia. 

Such Grangers as are defirous of fettling in this country, are at liberty here, as in 
Holland, to get their livelihood in what manner they pleafe or are able, either by a 
handicraft bufmefs or commerce, or, as is moft frequently !he cafe, by both. 

It is a general cuftom in this country to fleep an hour or two in the afternoon, at the 
time that the heat is the greatcft. 

At table, the uppermoft feat is never given to any of the ,guefts; but the hoft and 
hoftefs are always feated at the upper end, one on each fide of the table, and the com¬ 
pany all around. I'he hdft always advances towards the ftranger who is his gueft, and, 
taking him by the hand, enquires after his health. If the perfon comes on horfeback 
or in a carriage, he is invited to alight and walk in. The lady of the houfe does not 
rife, but falutes him by a nod of the head. 

The French were at this time in very little eftimation, on the one hand, becaufe they 
generally came without ready money, and were obliged to trade on, credit, or elfe with 
bills of exchange; and, on the other, becaufe the African colonifts feared, that if a 
war broke out, thefe ftrangers would affift in taking the place; in which refpeft, they 
thought themfelves more fecure with refpeft to the Englifh, with whom they were in 
alliance. A French officer, though dreffed to the beft advantage, and frequently wear¬ 
ing a ftar on his breaft, as a mark of his merit and his King’s favour, had but little 
refpeft paid him; whereas an Englifh mate of a fhip, with his hair about his ears, wa.s 
much eiteemed on account of his being flufh of money, and of his nation’s being in 
alliance with Holland. Yet it was the French whd' moll enriched the Cape merchants, 
as, on account of the credit they took, they were obliged to pay more than others, 
and, at the fame time, had occafion for a greater quantity of merchandize, not only for 
their fhips, but alfo for their garrifon in the Ifle of Iwance. 

The coins current here come either from Europe or the Eail Indies. 'I’he moft 
common from Europe, w'hich is here always termed the MofherXountry (Vaderland), 
are ducatoons, fhillings, and doits (Duyten). Ducatoons, either old or new, are, like 
every other fpecies of coin, of more value here than in Europe, in general 2 5I. per 
cent, more, that is to fay, twelve fhillings, or feventy-two ftivers. The fhillings are 
feidom any thing more than Seftehalves, fuch as in Holland are*worth five ftivers arid a 
half. Two-pences (Dubbeltjes), and fingle pence (or ftivers), are fcarce; as alfo are 
ducats, and the gold coin called Riders (Goude Reijers). Dutch guilders are hardly ever 
let!?”* he Cape guilders are imaginary, and reckoned to thofe mat receive falaries, at 
the rate cif fikt’een ftivers each. A rix-dollar is valued at eight fhillings, and a ducat 
at eighteen. Spalnifh piaftres (Spanfe Matten) are willingly taken at the rate of nine 
Dutch tkellings. F>om various places of the Eaft Indies, rupees of different kinds are 
imported,* which are t<3uivalent to half a rix-dolftir, and^afs current with everybody. 
No money is coined, or /offered to be coined in this country. • 

The kind of corn geDe»-^lly cultivated in this country is wheat, and it richly repws 
the labour of the hufbandm^^ Small quantities have been exported to the Indies for 
the ufe of the better fort of Poople there; but the voyage has Been looked upon as 
too long, and the freight too „gjjfive to fend any to Europe, till the preceding and 
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this prefect yfear, when fome has been fent to Holland, where it has been found to 
be much heavier than the European wheat. Poland, the granary of’ Holland, having 
for feveral years paft been vifited by war, and partly laid wafte, and the crops having 
been in general bad all over Europe, the DVitch Eaft India Company determined to 
fend fome fmail veffels to the Cape to import wheat j and laft year they fent one veflel, 
and this year two frigates. For a freight of wheat, the farmer is paid eighteen-; rix-dollars. 
A freight contains ten Muddes, or about twenty bufhels. 

Rye is fcarcely ever fown here, except in fmall quantities for pleafure, or elfe by 
fome farmer, who choofes to ufe the flraw for thatchings, inftead of the rejlh 
dichotomus. , ' 

The olive-fhrub (oka Europaa) was common on the hills near the town, as well as 
m other places. The leaves are narrower than in the European olive; and the fruit 
fcldoni comes to maturity. For this reafon it is not ufed for preffing oil out of it, but 
frequently as an aflringent m diarrhoeas. In other refpefls, this fhrub fo nearly refem- 
blcs the European, that it cannot poflibly be of a different fpedies. 

At^the farms and villas near the town, European trees are frequently planted for 
the fake of ornament and lhade, fuch as the oak, chefnut, pine, myrtle, lemon, and 
orangc-trecs, which, when in blolfom, diffufed the mofl; fragrant odour. 

'Fhe fummer in F.urope has a much more agreeable appearance, with its leaf- 
bedecked woods and flowery meads, which, after a ^rlorn and dreary winter, fo infi¬ 
nitely cheer our eyes, than it does here, where no meadows are feen; and the woods 
arc full of prickles, and of a melancfioly afped. In the meadows in Europe the 
ground is covered fo thick with grafs, as to appear like a carpet; but here the ftalks 
of the grafs arc at a conliderable diflance from each other, and exhibit ^n the intervals 
between them, the bare and fandy ground. 

As there are no forells in the vicinity of the town, except the few fmall ones that 
lland high up in the clefts of the mountains, wood, which is ufed in the kitchen only, 
is both dear and fcarce. Almoft aK the fuel ufed here, is brought in by the flaves, 
who obtain it by digging up the roots of protea, and lopping off the branches of the 
underwood. Of this brufliwood, together witii the roots, the flave makes two fepa- 
r*ate faggots, and tying one to one end, and the other to the other end of a ftick, 
carries them home on his flioulders. Two of thefe faggots, to make which it is a day’s 
work, fell for two fkelKngs. 

Every^flave is obliged to earn for his mafter two fkelHngs daily, which makes about 
eighty rixdollars in a year; fo that in a few years the mafter gets his purchafe-money 
back again, though the Have, by fuch a heavy rental, cannot obtain the remiflion of any 
part of his llavery.^ which increafes with his years, and is cemented with his blood. 

Tamarinds, on account of the acid they contain, were fometimes ufed inflead of 
vinegar, in this manner : the pulp of them were rubbed on beef, cut into thin flices, 
which, after being dried a little in the fun, were fr)M;d in a frying-pan, and were very 
tender, and well-tafted. 

Cauliflowers, which in the gardens of the Cape, and efpecially in Robben Ifland, 
that lies juft before the harbour, are brought to fuch perfeftion, as not to be equalled 
in any other part of the world, are frequently pickled in vinegar, with CayenrJt pepper 
(or tapficmi), and afterwards eaten with meat by way of fallad. 

Some of the farms near the Cape had fences made of pieces of iron-ore (Yzer 
Klippen), which were found in the environs. 

The arilopus echimtus (Ziekte Trooft) a low umbelliferous plant without ftalk, 
aifd even with the furfece of the ground, grew in common near the town, on the clay 
• * hills 
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hills below the mountains. On account of the hard prickles it bore,® as Tj^ell on its 
leaves as on its ripe feeds, it was a terrible plague, efpecially to the flaves, who go bare¬ 
foot, and are frequently wounded by it. 

One of the Ihips belonging to the fleet that arrived at this time from Holland, 
brought the corpfe of the governor Rheede van Oudfhorn, who died on his palTage 
thither. The admiral’s Ihip came into port with her colours lowered half-way, to fig- 
nify its lofs. 'fhe corpfe was brought on Ihore, with all the pomp ufual at the inter¬ 
ment of a governor; the bells tolled, and the Ihips in the road fired a gun every 
minute, which did not a little contribute to the pomp and awfulnefs of the ceremony. 
Before the corpfe, two led horfes went in proceffion, followed by the fccptre, and the 
armorial bearings of the deceafed ; and after it came trumpets, kettle-drums, foldiers, 
and burghers, on horfe-back, commanded by the major. By the death of this gentle¬ 
man, whofe favour I had previoufly acquired at Amfterdam, I fuftained a great lofs, 
with regard to the powerful fupport and affiftance which he“ had given me reafon to ex- 
pe£t from him, in his cUpaclty of governor, in my excurfions into the country. 

During my ftay in town, 1 vifited feveral times the Leeuwve Kop (Lion’s Head), a 
mountain that ftands to the weft-ward of’^Table Mountain, and rifes almoft to an 
almoft inacceflible peak; from this peak it runs out in a long floping ridge, and termi¬ 
nates in a curved eminence, called the Leeuwe Staart (Lion’s Tail). Below its peak, 
the Leeuwe Kop is fo fteep in one place, that if one wifhes to afcend to it, a cord muft 
be faftcned to the rock, by the help of which, one muft clambeT up by a fide that is 
almoft perpendicular. The uppermoft layer I found to confift of a loofe red fand, 
w'hich crumbles away, and falling down, leaves great cavities behind it. On the very 
top of the peak, where a perpetual guard is placed for the purpofe of difcovering the 
approach of fhips, there is a fmall hut, with a fire-place in it for drefling provifions ; 
three guns, one of which is fired for every Ihip that is fcen; and a flag-ftalT to hoift 
a flag on. By the number of guns fired, government is immediately informed w hether 
it is a fingle ftiip or a fleet that approaches. Ix the evening, the ccntinel goes down 
to his houfe, which is fituated in the cleft between Table Mountain and the Lion’s 
Head. When thf; fliips tliat are defcried, approach, a flag is hoifted on the Lion’s 
Back (Leeuwe Rug), and,when they enter the harbour, the colours are hoifted bn 
the citadel, till they have faluted it. If any fhip fliould come within fight of the (’.ape, 
and afterwards pafs by it, the flag on the Lion’s Back is ftruckj^as foon as it difappears. 
The flag that is hoifted varies every month, and is like a watch-word on the field of 
battle; for the colour of the flag is appointed by the dircftors in Europe, and made 
known only to the refpeftive regencies at Batavia and the Cape, and in fealed letters 
to the captains of the outward and homeward bound fhips. Thus the captains of the 
Ihips may difcover, if on a hidden eruption of war, the Cape is fallen into the hands 
of the enemy, and in fuch cafe keep away from the harbour. In time of war, when 
any great fleet is defcried, making its approach, the whole colony through the interior 
parts may be fummoned with the greateft expedition, by the firing of ’|;uns, the hoift- 
ing of flags, and the kindling of fires, which are difpofed at certain places, and diftri- 
buted at fuch diftances, that thefe fignals may always be feen or heard from one place 
to the next. 

Robben Ifland is fituated at the entrance of .the harbour, about, four miles from the 
town. I’he Ihips that run into the harbour muft always pafs by this ifland, which 
then hoifts the Dutch flag. Sometimes, when a ftrong fouth-eaft wind prevents the 
fhips front entering, they anchor befide it. This ifland was formerly the refort of a 
great number of feals^ whence it alfo derives its name j but now thefe animals having 
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been driven away from it, it is become the retreat of chameleons, quails, and prifoners 
for life (called here Banditti), who are obliged to colleft every day on the fea-fhore a 
certain quantity of fliells, which are burned tp make lime for the buildings erefted 
by the company. Thefe prifoners for life are not only blapk Haves who have 
been guilty of mifdemeanors, but alfo Europeans, who have committed heinous 
crimes. 

’ Though the Lutherans in this town were numerous, yet they had not a churchjaf 
their own. The bigotted zeal of the Calviniftic clergy had hitherto been able to pre¬ 
vent fo beneficial an inftitutiqn from taking place, as that of an edifice to the glory of 
that God, whom they thcmfelves profefled to worfhip, and for the ufe and convenience 
oS their fellow-citizens. The Lutherans were thus under the neceffity of performing 
their public worlhip in a loft, which they had fitted up for that purpofe. Still, how¬ 
ever, they had not an opportunity of celebrating divine fervicc oftener than when any 
Swedilh iliip arrived, the chaplain of which underftood and /poke the German lan¬ 
guage. On fuch occafions, alfo, the holy communion was celebrated, and the money 
that was put into the plate became the property of the minifter. 

The Ihips now failed in different fquadrons fucceffively for Europe, a few only at a 
time, as in time of peace may be done with fafety. On the other hand, if peace is at 
all dubious, or a war breaks out, they go a great many together, in two or three fleets. 

It will fometiraes happen, and that even by permiflion, that a foldi^ and a failor iliall 
change places, and fucceed each other in their refpeftive fervices. 

Before a lliip fails, the account is made out of every man on board, which accounts 
arc fent with the lliip, or elfe may be taken out at the pay-office by fuch as chufe fo to do j 
fo that every one may know what is due to him of his pay. If any one fettles in a place, 
and gets other employment in the fervice, he may take up his pay every third or fourth 
month, but the guilder is then eftimatcJ at fifteen or fixteen /livers only, fo that the 
lofs is confiderable. But if he chufes t^ leave it untouched till the end of the year, his 
account is made out in the month of Augull, when the books are clofed, which account 
he may negociate at eighteen, nineteen, and fometimes twenty, ftivers per guilder, and 
thus lofe little or nothing. A bill of this kind is like a bill of exchange, for which the 
Dutch Eafl: India Company gives the full value in Europe, and which, in the mean¬ 
time, is readily accepted J.iy merchants, and others who want to remit money to Eyrope. 
Otherwife, as twenty-five per cent, is gained on all money exported from Holland, in 
like manner twenty-five per cent, is loll on all money that is carried back in fpecie to 
Holland. 

'Eh^ effedls of th^ Tailors and foldiers who have been taken into the* hofpital, anti died 
there, are fold by audlion, and chiefly at that period, when the greatefl number of 
4Jatients is brought in, and when the greatefl number dies. The money is laid out on 
their interment, in general the corpfe is fewed up in a cloth, and carried out in a 
hearle; but if the effeds of the decealed, after the Befl part* of them have been em¬ 
bezzled, Itill amount to a finall fmn of money, a coffin is bellowed upon him of ten rix- 
dollars value. If vthat the defund has 1 . ft behind him amounts to ftili more mon«v, it 
is expended in wine at the funeral; and.grcat care is always taken that nothing fliould 
be lelt for his relations and heirs. In general, at fuch auflions the whole chefl, o*pened, 
but not always thoroughly examined, is fold at a venture. 

The Capb lobfter (<anar ardos), which is caught here, is equal in fize to that 
(gammarus) which is taken near the Swedilh coafls, but has no Hrge claws, and is 
craggy all over, and covered with ered prickles. It ha,s a flrong and nor very agree¬ 
able talle. 
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The Medufa’s head {ajterias caput Medt^a\ one ©f the tnoft fingalar and cunous 
animals in nature, was fometimes caught ba the ocean oiF d»€ Cape. It is but rarely 
that it is found thrown d^d upon the.fltore. In order to preforve it whole &nd un¬ 
damaged for the cabinets in Europe, it muft be caught far out tn the fea by filberraeli, 
who muft take great care that they do not break off any of k« limtos, and that the anunal 
do not too much contract and entangle its outermoft and moft flender branches. T3ie 
animal, when alive, or juft after it is dead, is of a reddifti or deep camatiwi colour; 
and, on being dried, turns greyifh. it ftiould be dried in the fliade during fine wea¬ 
ther, and in an open place, where the wind has free agcefs to it; for in me fun the 
animal melts away, and, if placed too much in the Ihade, ^t might chance to putrify. 
For this wonderful animal the filhermen frequently fix, nay even fometimes ten, tix- 
dollars. it may be fent to Europe m a box filled with carded cotton. 

On the fhore juft before the town were found various forts of bivalve Ihells, and ef- 
pecially many large and beautiful fpecies of patella. 

Strand Dubbeltie was the name given to an umbilicus veneris, or the upper valve of a 
cockle-fheli, which was covered all over with tubercles. 

Below the mountains, and near the ihore, are feveral hillocks of fand of different 
fizes, which are drift-fand, and fome change their place twice a year, according to the 
winds that prevail. Some of them have already begun to fettle and acquire folidity, 
and are covered with fome few plants. 

Among thefe the ridge of fand-hills below the Lion’s Tail is remarkable, which feems 
plainly to indicate the manner in which mountains were formerly produced, and their 
different Itrata formed. This ridge of fand, which ftands juft before the battery, runs 
from fouth to»north, and keeps in the fame line as the mountains near the Cape and in all 
the country do, inclining more or lefs to the eaft or weft, and confequently in the fame 
direction as the winds that prevail here. It increafes every year to the northward, quite 
down to the fea-fliore. At the weftern end it fo/cnis a curve, and goes off with a gradual 
flope, a circumftance which is occafioned either by the adjacent fand-hill that runs in the 
fame diredtion, and is folid and firm, and is ufed for a place of execution, or elfe by the 
Lion’s "Jlail, which impedes the pafl'age of the wind. The fand of this ridge is loofe, 
and driven to and fro iu futnmer; in winter it is fomewhat firmer from the rain, but 
ftill ahnoft as loofe as a heap of drift-fnow. Some parts of it may probably be a little 
more firm than the reft. Juft as the fand is driven, the ftrata are formed, and they lie 
here, as in the mountains, inclining obliquely towards the horizon. Some layers are 
loofer, others again harder, according as the drift-fand. was more or lefs pure, or mixed, 
before it was hardened by the rain. Thefe ftrata run either in a ftraight linej, or in 
waves or ftreaks of black and white fand, which at a diftance give the whole ridge the 
appearance of an agate. The black fand is thrown up by the fea, as well as the white. 
The former is in a finall quantity, and the latter is driven more by the wind, and forms 
hills. This ridge of fafid lies dire^ly oppofiie to the tranverfe end of Table Mountain. 
The top of it is level, and of a middUng height; towards the fouth it goes off gradually 
with' a long flope; to the northward it is fteep, where the fluid is carried far over the 
fpot below, which is flicltered by the ridge from the wind. The wind can, in the fpace 
of one day, lay fand an inch deep upon its furface, which copimonljr does not fell 
equally, but here and there in fpots. Stones, and other things that lie m the way, are 
bare on the Ibuthern fide, but on the northern are covered with a ridge of land running 
out in a point, juft as the fnow is difpofed in the northern regions, when it fells with a 
high wind. In the fame manner the ftrata of mountains appear to have been formdd by 
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the winds and waves, and to have derived their origin from the fame caufe, viz. from 
the two predominant winds. 

The t^udo geomefrica was known here by the appellation of the Syren (Syrentie> 
This land-tortoife, which probably is the moll beautiful of its kind, was found very 
common in the fandy downs among the buflies. The fhells of fuch as were very fmall, 
and confequently the moft beautiful, were ufed for making fnuff-boxes. 

Round the hills near the Cape grew the elifortia rufdfoUa^ and the borboma lanceolaftt^ 
much refembling juniper trees, and like the polygala beifteria^ with their Iharp leaves 
pricking the foot-paffengers y, while the ajparagus caper^s, with its recurved thorns, 
tore their clothes and retird^ their paflage, for which reafon it has received from the 
inluibitants the name of Wakt en JBeetje, ftop a bit. 

The tulbaghia aliacea (Wilde Knooflook, or Wild Garlic), which grew both in the 
fands near the Cape and in dther places in the country, was ufed in heSic fevers, either 
boiled in water or in fome kind of foup. ♦ 

At feveral farms near the Cape I had an opportunity of feeing wine made, and of 
receiving information with refpeff to the vA’ious forts of wine, which are made here in 
great quantities. The prelling, which is done in March, is performed in general, for 
want of proper tools and contrivances, in a more fimple manner here than it is in 
Europe. The Haves gather the grapes, and put thfim into a larg^ veffel. For the 
prefling they make ufe of a veffel, the bottom and lides of which are bored full of 
holes; this veffel is fet in the infide of a larger veffel upon a crofs piece of wood laid 
at the bottom of the latter; this outfide veflfel has a fpigot and fawcet, through which 
the juice, as fall it is preffed out, may run into a tub placed beneath. The grapes 
being laid in the inner veffel, heaped up to the brim, three or four flaves*, after having 
previoufly walhcd their feet very clean in a tub of water ftanding at the fide, get into 
the veffel that contains the fruit, and holding themfelves faff by a rope fixed to the 
ceiling, trample upon the grapes, andJTqueeze out the juice as long as they are able. 
In the mean time, the mull that runs out is put into large high veffels to ferment. If 
the aperture’s obftrufted by grapes or ftalks, fo that the juice cannpt eafily run out, 
they pufh them away with a flick to the end of which a few briftles are fixed. The 
trodden grapes, before they are farther preffed, are put, ftalks and all, upon a coarfe 
ftrainer (or the bottom «of a bed) made of rattans, on which they rub the fruk with 
their hands, till the hulks go through it; the ftalks in the mean-time remaining be¬ 
hind, which are now feparatgd and thrown away, as they are fuppofed to make the 
wine auftere and bitter. The hulks are then put into the fermenting-veffel, which the 
next morning is in ftxll ferntentation, during which procefs the thick parts fubfide* 

and the muft grows clear, when it is barrelled off, by putting a wicker-balket into 

the bung-hole of the barrel, and filtering the wine through it. 'I'he grounds, which 
remain in the fermenting-veffel, are afterwards put in^o a fquare veffel or vat, pierced 
full of holes at the fides and bottom, which vat is placed on a crofs piece of wood 
in a larger veffel, vrith a fpigot and fewcet at the fide. At the top there is a ferew of 
wood or metal, by means of which the laft drop of juice is preffed out froifi the 
hulks. From the dregs and hulks, that remain over from the laft prefling, baandy is 

diftilled. No yeaft, is ufed for accelerating the ferrifentation. ‘The white and 

green grapes yield white wine, and the red, red wine. The mufeadine grape, both 
red and white, produces the Conftantia wine, and the blood red grape, the wine 
call^Pontac. Name? are beftowed accordingly as they refemble more or lefs.the 
produfls of the European grapes, though the relemblance is not always perfeft. 
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A great number of dogs are frequently kept in the farms; they follow the cattle 
into the fields along with the Have, keep wild beafts away from the farm, fometimes 
protect the mafter from the outrages of his flaves, and are ferviceable in hunting and 
on journeys. 

The horns of the rhinoceros were kept by fome people both in town and country, 
not only as rarities, but alfo as ufeful in difeafes, and for the purpofe of. detefting 
poifon. As to the former of thefe intentions, the fine fhavings of the horns taken in¬ 
ternally, were fuppofed to cure convulfions and fpafms in children. With refpeft to 
the latter it was generally believed, that goblets made of thefe horns in a turner’s lathe, 
would difeover a poifonous draught that was put into them, "by making the liquor fer¬ 
ment till it ran quite out of the goblet. Such hofns as were taken from a yourfjj 
rhinoceros calf that had not yet copulated, were faid to be the beft, and the moll to 
be depended upon. Of thefe goblets are made, which aA fet in gold and filver, and 
made prefeiits of to kmgs, people of diftinftion,#and particular friends, or elfe fold at 
a high price, fometimes at the rate of fifty rix dollars a goblet. The horn is of a 
conical form, thick at the bottom, and truncated at the top, a foot long frequently 
in old rhinocerofes, and is placed forward on their fnout. Two or three inches from 
this, the African two-horned rhinoceros has another fmaller and Ihoiter horn, hi 
colour, it moil rpfembles the horn of a bullock. When I tried thefe horns, both 
wrought into goblets, and unwrought, both old and young hofns, with feveral forts 
of poifons, weak as well as Itrong, I obferved not the leaft motion or effervefcence 
but when a folution of corrofive fublimatc, aqna phagadenica, or other fimilar fub- 
ftances, was poured into one of thefe horns, there arofe only a few bubbles, jiroJuced 
by the air, which had been inclofed in the pores of the horn, and which was now dif- 
engaged from it. 

'I’hough few countries can boaft of fo much venifon and game as this colony, ftill 
here, as in Europe, at a certain time of tfie year, hunting and fiiooting are prohibited. 
Thus from May to Auguft, nobody is allowed to hunt or ilioot, at lead near the 
town. 

The hofpital I very feldom vifited, as I could not poflibly derive any improvemcht 
from any thing 1 faw there. I obferved, however, in this place, what I never faw any 
where elfe, viz. that the attendants on the fick were provided with ropes ends, with 
which they now and then corredted turbulent patients. Mir urn fane morhormn remedium! 
Both in the hofpital and on board of their fliips, the Company had for t'he greater 
part ignorant and unfliilful furgeons; and, in general, when a fkilful furgeon was 
found among them, he was a foreigner. When emetics or fucU kind of remedies 
were preferibed, they were fometimes written down on the head-board of the bed; 
and of other medif ities, a dofc was commonly adminiftered immediately, which were 
carried ready made up in a box jfter the furgeon, when he vifited the patients. What 
moft contributes in this place to the recovery of the fick, is the excellent refrefhments 
of frelli meat and vegetables, that are to be had here. The principal furgeon 
makefe his report to the governor every day of the number and ftate of the pa¬ 
tients. ,i 

At Zeeko valley the com^ny has a farm, where ftraw {rejiio tedoruni) is cut and 
prepared lor the purpofe of thatching, as follows : a bundle or ftieaf, after it is cut, is 
held by the top, and all the fhorter ftalks that are loofe in it, are fhaken off from it. 
The remaining Jong ones are then fpread out in rows to dry, and afterwards tied up in 
bundles. With this the houfes are commonly thatched both in town and country ; and 
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fometimes whole huts are built with it. A roof made of it lafts twenty or thirty years, 
and would laft much longer if the fouth-caft wind did not blow a great deal of dirt 
between the thatch, in confequence of whic^ it rots the fooner. 

Near Muyfenberg (or Moufe mountain) the wax-lhrubs (myrica quercifolia and cor- 
difolid) grew in abundance along the lliore. The berries of them are quite round, full 
. of knobs, foft, and of the fize of a pea. The berries therafclves are quite black, but 
covered with a farina of a whitifli-grey colour. They are gathered in their ripe ftati' in 
the month of March, and boiled in water till all the white powder^ is melted off, and 
floats on the furface of thj? water like fat; this, when Ikimmed ofl” and cooled, grows 
hard, alinoft like wax; and is of a grecnilh-grey or afli colour. The farmers ufe it. 
for candles, when they get anjf quantity of it, and the Hottentots eat it like fo much 
cheefe. 

In the fandy plains new the Cape, and chiefly near the larger farms, the goldfinch 
(Joxia orix) was feen now in the ipdfl; of furanier, very beautiful, of a crimfou colour, 
and in infinite numbers. Juft when the corn grows ripe, he acquires his fummer-drefs; 
his brownifli grey feathers on the throafcand back become gradually of a red colour, 
and leave only the wings and tail unchanged. The hen does not come in for her lhare 
of this beautiful attire, but remains the whole year of a grey-brown hue. 

The country-people feldom make any cheefe ; a»d when they did, which was chiefly 
out of curiofity, the cheefes were fmall, thin, and of an indiftereht tafte; the caufe of 
which probably is the milk, which, it mull be confeffed, is poor enough compared to 
the fine rich milk produced in Holland. 

The cows, as well as the other cattle, go to the field the whole year throughout, 
being driven home in the evening, and lie within fences in the open air. I'he grafs 
which they feed on in thofc extenfive plains, and which is the bell and moft copious in 
winter-time, in confequence of the ram, and worlt in furnmer on account of the heat 
and drying winds, is in general harjji and coarfe. Hence the cows give little milk, ami 
that but indifferent. For this reafon, the cattle degenerate to a certain degree in the 
courle of a few years. The horned cattle, of wliich the peafants herds in this country 
* confift, are of Dutch extradion, it is true, but arc at prefent greatly degenerated. A 
Dutch cow that is brought hither, and has coft forty or fifty rix-dollars, gives more 
milk than three otheys, but its oftspring degenerates, and the third or fourth is exadlly 
like the reft, which frcquentlv give no more than a quart of milk a day. 

Frelft butter, which in general is made from new milk, is fold in the town for ciglit, 
twelve, or fixteeii ftivers, and falt-butter at two, four, or fix Rivers, per pound, d'he 
price, however,, varies^with, the confuinption- 

Though the country is inhabited by colonifts, ftill the farms are not all held in the 
fame manner. That trad of country wbich is neareft to the town and harbour, or in 
the vicinity of them, has been fold by the Hottentots for tobacco, brandy, and other* 
commodities. The other extenfive trads of land 'were aflerw’ards taken poffeffion of 
gradually by the colonifts. Dius the farms which are fituated neareft to the Cape, as 
far as Picquet-berg, and a little beyond it, are frcohokls, or lands which are* the un¬ 
conditional property of the colonift, for which he pays no quit-rent, and wfiich he is 
at liberty to difpofe of. The other tarnis farther up the country, on the other fide of 
the mountains, are called Copyholds,* which the colonifts have occupied with the per-' 
miffion df the governor, and for each of which twenty-four rix-dollars are paid yearly 
to the Company in fine, which cannot be fold or transferred to any one elfe wiihout 
file permiflion of the governor. The buildings upon the premifes may be fold, it is 
true, but not the land. ’ 
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Planks and boards, as well as beams for building, were extremely dear, as they were 
fcarce, and brought a great way from the inland parts of the country, fo that the 
greateft part of them muft be imported from Europe or the Eaft Indies. They are 
generally fold by meafure, planks felling for two flcellings a foot. 

Sheep’s-dung was frequently ufed for manuring the vineyards, and horfe-dung for 
the gardens. Sheep’s-dung often lies in the Iheep-folds to the depth of a yard and 
more.. 

Wheat-fields, vipeyards, and gardens, are very numerous about the farms in the 
vicinity of the town and harbour, and there they have but few cattle. The vineyards 
■in the neighbourhood of the Cape, the grapes of which being larger and riper, yield 
the beft' and moft delicious wine, and confequently the more profitable, occafion the 
cultivation of wheat to be negIcQed in proportion, which' is relinquiflied to the farmers 
that live farther up in the country. The wheat-fields are often Idt lallow for fevci j 1 years, 
as every hufbandman has a great quantity of land, ^ich he can afford to keep miem- 
ployed. Whenever either a new field, or a field that has lain lallow for feverd years, 
is to be put in order, which is a difficult piece (if work, fuch ground is firft ploughed 
in the month of Auguft, and then again in May, after being previoufly fowed. The 
African ploughs have two wheels, one of which is fmaller than the other. 

When a youth b arrived at the age of fifteen, he muft be enrolled, and every year 
he muft refort to the place of rendezvous, in order to perform his exercife. On this 
occafion he muft take the oath of allegiance. When a father has two fons in the mi¬ 
litia, he himfelf is exempt from duty. Thofe reviews, both of horfe and foot, are 
held every year, in the town for the burghers, and at Stellenbofch and Zwellendam for 
the farmers belonging to the colony. If any one negledls to appear at thefe rendez- 
voufes, he is fined. 

The farmers fell their merchandfres at the Cape, either to the Company or the 
burghers, but are not permitted to difpofe of any thing to ftrangers. 

Befides the regency which is refident in the town, the country is governed by two 
courts of judicature, at which a landroft prefides. 

Stellenbofch is a village confifting of thirty houfes and upwards, with a church ; here 
a landroft refides, under whofe jurifdiftion comes that part of the country which is 
fituated to the north and north-weft; the other part of the colonj that lies to the eaft- 
ward is under the fway of the landroft at Zwellendam. Stellenbofch is fituated in a 
narrow valley between high mountains, which are open to the fouth-weft or towards 
Falfe Bay. It has two ftreets with oak trees planted in. them, and a river running 
through them. 

Franfchehock ftands not far from Stellenbofch, below the mountains, and in the 
cleft of a mountain. Ic is remarkable for being the place which, immediately after the 
foundation of the town, was inhabited by the French refugees, who, between the years 
1680 and 1690, removed hither from Holland, and firft began to plant vineyards in 
this country. 

Drakaiftein allb is a colony in the neighbourhood of the former, and fituate under 
the fame rjdge of mountains. The mountains her,e extend from north to fouth, juft as 
they do near the town j and this direftioq of them is the caufe that the farms that are 
fituated in valleys between two mountains have thar day and night at different timtes. 
Thofe who live under the mountains on the weftem fide have day-light firft, as'the fun, 
having ?-eached the, tops of the mountains, which are frequently covered with hail, and 
thence appear trhite, in an inftant illuminates the whole weftem fide; while, on the 
other hand, thofe who live on the eaftern fide of the valley, foe the fun longer in the 
evenings, the other fide at the fame time appearing to them enveloped in darknefs and 
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a Kght-bloe meift, while they theinfelves continue to enjoy the moft delightful fun- 
ihine. 

Next to the Cape, towards the north, and direftly oppofite to the town, are the * 
Tigers Mountains, which are in the fame direftion with the Olyfant’s Kop, and «he 
Blauwe Berg, or Blue Mountains, all of which are feparated from each other by 
. valleys. 

Neither burghers nor hufbandmen have a right to marry till they have obtained the 
governor’s confent. As foon as any perfon has obtained this, which is ufually alked on 
Thurfdays, the bridegroom receives an order, which, in the prefence of the bride, he 
delivers to the jufticiary; who, after having carefully examined matters, and found* 
■that the parties are not too nea/ related, gives alfo his confent to the match, and allows 
the banns to be publilhed three Sundays following, in the ufual manner, from the 
pulpit. 

So that when the farmers take iheir annual journey up to town to fell thdr commo¬ 
dities, buy the neceffary articles for their families, and pay their taxes, thCT muft always 
take that opportunity of being united* in the bands of wedlock, or of having their 
children baptized at their parim church. 

Should the governor refufe any one his permiffion to marry, ttill he cannot prevent 
the parties contrafted from living together, who, ill fuch cafes, tye frequently obliged 
to put olf their nuptials till the arrival of another governor, whofe confent they may 
obtain. Sometimes it happens that the bride has recourfe to the jufticiary, who may 
think proper to order the marriage to be confummated. In this cafe, if the bridegroom 
be at that timfe engaged in the Company’s fervice,* he may have the misfortune to be 
fent away by the governor to fome place in the Eaft Indies. The fair' fex here, in ge¬ 
neral, marry very young, and, as the boundaries of the colony have been much ex¬ 
tended of late, the increafe of population has likewife been very great. 

The country-people have provifitgis in abundance, but are frequently in want of fur¬ 
niture. One frequently fees chairs and tables made by the farmer himfelf, which he 
covers v. 'th calf-lkin, or makes of platted leathern ftraps. The floors in the houfes are 
* formed of earth, beaten down hard and fmooth. In order to make*them hard and firm, 
they are overlaid either with a mixture of water and cow-dung, or with bullock’s 
blood, which renders*them at the fame time rather flippery. • 

Various forts of fruits, befides raifins, were dried for the ufe of the (hips. 

In winter, fait meat is fometimes eaten, though very rarely; but fcarcely any is fold 
to the Ihips. • 

When a farm is fold in the country, the bargain is concluded, and the farm paid 
for in gilders, three of which are reckoned to a rix-dollar 

'I'he town as well as country-people look upon this country, or their mother-land, as 
they term it, to be for fuperior to others, as it produces every neceflary of Ufe in abun-* 
dance; though at the fame time, they are confcipus that Europe, their father-land, muft 
fumifli them with every thing elfe, even to the very plough-lhare, with which they till 
this their fertile country. • 

In the various excurfions I made into the country, this as well as the preceding years, 

I have been more, and more convinced, that the whole promontory, called the Cape, is 
nothing but a mountain; for all the ndges and chains of mountains, as well the greateft 
as the fmalleft, run between fouth-eaft and north-weft, and thus take the fame diredion 
as the violent winds that prevail in this country. They allb run parallel to, but ?.t une¬ 
qual diftances from each other, fo that fome of the vales that are interpofed betweai 
them, are broad, and frequently inhabited, while others again are very narrow. To¬ 
wards 
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wa/ds the north-weft, I have not had an opportunity of feeing their termination; they 
probably run that way as far as to the fea, without leaving any path for walking on the 
fhore. Towards the fouth-eaft, all of them, except Hottentot Holland’s mountain, ter- 
ndriate in a gentle declivity, before they reach the fea-fliore. It is fmgular, that when 
one goes from the town into the country, from fouth to north, and palles over a moun¬ 
tain, the country on the farther fide is found to be more elevated ; and if we traveife 
the mountains that we meet with farther on, the height of the country ftill increafes, 
and fo on for three or four days journey. So that the country between thefe ridges is 
nothing but a vale, which is fo broad as to have obtained name of a province, and 
•is adorned with feveral farms. On afeending the mountai’is fiifrounding fuch valleys, 
we fee fimilar ridges and valleys in miniature, but much finallcr, and rarely inabited. 
I’he diftances between fome of the ridges may be fix miles and more, between others 
only two or three, and on the tops of tlic mountains no more than a Hones throw. 
Such a tradt of land, howuver, is npt plain and level, like a meadow, but deeper in the 
middle, where the ileepeft rivers, formed by the conjunclion of feveral branches in one, 
run parallel with the ridges of the mountains themfelves, and it gradually rifes higher 
on each fide, in proportion as we approach the mountains. 

Near the Cape, which forms the Ibuthernraoli; angle of the triangle of Africa, the 
mountains have thejeaft extent. The farther one advances up into the country, and 
the broader it grows, the longer arc the ridges formed by the mounttuns. And the far¬ 
ther one proceeds among the mountainf!, and the higher the country is, the colder one 
always finds the climate. In winter there falls fnow, or what is more frequently the 
cafe, hail, the depth of fix inches or more, which lies feveral days, and^n the tops of 
mountains for wdeks together, without melting. In the month of October I obferved 
the hail ftill lying on tlie fnow-vvhite tops of the mountains, wliilc the country below 
was clad in its richeft fummer attire. Likewife in proportion as ihe cold increafes in 
confequence of the elevation of the countrv, all vegetables are later produced. The 
difference I found here and in fome other places, to amount to as much as two months. 
Near the Cape, therefore, all plants and flowers make their appearance the fooneft, the 
country there being'lower, and the air milder. In like manner, the whole fouthern 
coaft, where the mountains go off with a gradual declivity, is always tlie warme/l, and 
is for thic reafon the moft populous and beft inhabited part of the whole colony. 

This defeription of the extent, appearance, and height of the mountains, together 
with the nature of the country, I hope tnay throw rather more light ()n the geography 
of this part of Africa, than we had before, at the fame time that it difeovers the reafon 
why a country fituated in fo good and temperate a climate, is in fome .places extremely 
fertile and cultivated, and in others, abfolutely bare, and in faft, almoft defert and inac- 
^ceffiblc. 

The Dutch officers, both of the outward and homeward-bound Ihips, efpecialiy of the 
latter, difpofe here of a great quantity of merchandize of different kinds ; the former 
bring for falc, wines, beer, cured hams, cheefe, tobacco pipes, and fbmetimes haber- 
dalhery tod hardware; the latter, cottons, chintzes', rice, tea, &c. And if they cannot 
difpofe their merchandize to the dealers feparately, they put them up at a public 
auSiion. One likewife fees many of the burghers, who have boughtyarious articles by 
wholefale, fell them again by auftion. Such fales by audion arc frequently held alfo 
in the fpring and winter months, on the Company’s account; and government i^encrally 
takes tlie precaution not to allow of the audions of individuals, till the Company has dif- 
pofed of k» merchandizes firft. 

Of 


ii 



thunberg’s account of the cape of good hops;. , *57 

Of the forei^ naval officers, the Englifh and Daniffi carry on the greateffc tfpide. 
The former chiefly fell large quantities of fine and coarfe hardware, efpecially lailor’s 
knives, Iciflars, and other fimilar articles. The latter, in going out, fell Danifh ale and 
tar, and on their return, chintzes from Bengal. The Swedifh officers traded for li^ 
or nothing; on their return, they only difpofed of a few canifters of tea, fome NanSi 
and Chinefe filks, fcarcely to a greater amount, than what they paid at their inn for the 
• few days they were on fhore. Otherwife, defirable articles from Sweden are coarfe^ grey 
cloth, lumber, copper, iron, brafs, fpades, herrings, and more efpecially tar, charcoal 
and iron, all which fell to great advantage. The Company charges eight rix-dollars for 
one hundred weight o^ ircfti, though it is cold-fhire, and inferior to the Swedifh. For, 
all wares and commodities fold by individuals at auftions, five per cent, muft be paid 
to the fifcal. The money for ^oods and wares fold by auftion is not to be paid till fix 
weeks afterwards. , 

Among all the different nations that frequented this place, pone were fuch bold failors 
as the Englifh. They would often beat about in the roads with a ftrong fouth-eafl wind, 
while the Dutch fhips either kept the open fea, or caft anchor under Robben liland, till 
they got a more favourable wind. The former have for the moll part no other rule 
than their own judgment and experience, and their fhips are better failers; whereas the 
latter have heavier and more unwieldy fhips, and pre obliged to ad: according to the 
Company’s orders. • 

Foreign fhips were faid to pay for anchorage only five hundred guilders; but all the 
provifions they want they muft pay dear for, owing to the impofts eftablifhed by the 
company on meat and wines. Strangers pay two ftivers for a pound of meat, which the 
company has for three doits, or about a fifth part of the price. 

In the baptifm of children, the Cape clergy confider it as a circumftance of the firft 
importance that the father fhould be known, and be prefent. If the child is a baftard, 
and its father does not difcover himfelf, the infant remains unbaptized. If the mother 
is a Black or a Hottentot, but the fifther a Chriftian, who requires it to be baptized, it 
is baptized. Every chriftening muft be performed in the church, for which reafon fuch 
.colonifts as live far up in the country, muft take their infants witbthem when they go 
to the Cape, though, as is fometimes the cafe, it be but fix months old. 

The gardens both within and without the town, fuffer great devaftation from three or 
four different fpecies’of rats which are generally termed moles. One of thefe, called 
the White Mole (Witte Moll, marmota Africana\ is of the fize of a fmall cat, and 
white all over, with a fhort tail. The fecond, called the Blaze-fronted Mole (Bles 
Moll, marmota capenfu\ is fnialler, and white with brown fpots. The third fpecies 
is lefs common, Snd very beautiful, being of a greenifh colour with a fhining fur. The 
laft of thefe {ialpa Afiaticd) or the Gold-green Mole (Blinde Moll), burrows in the 
gardens under the furface of the ground, throwing up the mould, by which means it* 
ruins both the figured trees and hedges that are made of myrtle and box. The former 
fpecies of moles alfo are found in the land-downs near the town. 

When the people of the town planted trees before their houfes, they were vejy felici¬ 
tous to get a dead dog to put in the hole, by which means they thought the growth of 
the tree would be much accelerated. * ^ * 

The Bay-tree (iaurus notilis) was m many places obferved to fbrm fe clofe a hedge, 
that one .could fcarcely fee through it. It bent likewife to the violence of the winds 
without breaking. 

, The Hottentots who had committed afts of violence againft feme* colonifts living a 
great way up the country, and had been brought hither fome time before, were now 
VOL. xvr. 1 punifhed. 
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puniftied. Some of them were only flogged, others were flogged and marked befides on 
the back with a red-hot iron, and others had the tendon near the heel (tendo Achillu) cut 
out befides. After this they were fet free, and fent home again for a warning to others. 
T^ey had not been taken without difficulty, as they had fortified thcml'elves in the 
cavities and crevices of the mountains, where they were out of the reach of fire-arms. 
Befides this, they defended themfelves by rolling ftones down upon their enemies, 'fhe 
Company had ordered not only the farmers out againfi tliein, but alfo a corporal from 
the citadel with five men to bombard them with hand grenades. At laft they were 
taken by ftratagem, by the Hottentot Captain Kies. 

Accounts were now again received from Roggeveld, that rlie Bofliies-men Hottentots 
had plundered and killed the farmers in that diflricf. 

In the month of March, when I paflfed a whole day on the top of 'fable Mountain, 
I was gratified in the evening with a fingular and inoft beaptiiul profpedl from this 
confiderable eminence, 'fable Mountain, like all other mountains in this country, lies 
in a diredfion from noffh-welt to Ibuth-calt, thus leaving one of its long fides open to 
the north-eaft, and the other to the fouth-wcll. The fun, rifing in the eaft, does not 
here jiroceed towards the fouth, as in Europe, 'but towards the north, and at kill finks 
into the ocean to the weftward of the mountain. This makes an earlier morning, and 
exhibits the fun fooner on the north-call fide, and a longer afternoon, and later fun on 
the fouth-weft fide.' So that on the top of this mountain, about five o’clock in the 
afternoon, two different worlds, as it were, prefented themfelves to my view, of which 
the weftern Hill enjoyed the fineft fun-lliine and a clear horifon, while the callern was 
already covered with darknefs and a thick impending miff. This mill, which had ex¬ 
haled from the h^;ated ])lain, and was now condenfed in the fuddenly cooled air, was fo 
thick that no part of the whole country was to be feen, but the whole region refemblcd 
a fmooth unbroken cloud, and did not a little contribute to render the view on each 
fide of the mountain remarkably different, though a moment before they were much 
the fame. ’ 

In the month of May, between the 13th and 19th, in company with Major Gordon 
and an Englilh gardener, lately arrived, of the name of Malbn, 1 made an cxcurlion 
on foot round the mountains fituate between the Cape and Ealfe Bay. Elaving afeended 
the front of the valley, as high as the fummit of 'fable Mountain, we law a valley to 
the right, which runs down to the fea-lhore. To the left a fountain was feen bubbling 
up, and forming a narrow rivulet; but it was fo much overgrown with bullies* that its 
fource under a large rock could not be perceived. In all the flat dales of the mountain, 
both the large and final! ones, there was mould, water,’ and mofs, which formed a 
kind of bog. 'fowards the fouth-eaff it gradually fubfidc's into valleys, jull in the front 
of II ut Baay. 

Through the vale called liabian’s Kloof (Baboon’s valley), which, proceeding from 
'fable Mountain, parts the cidge of-moimtains that runs from Conllaniia to the larthell 
point in the fouth, we went to flout Baay, where there was a farm ; to the right we 
had the,little Lion’s Head, a peaked mountain, refeinbling the great Lion’s Head near 
the Cape, and the Karfunkel (or Carbuncle) Mountain, which is oblong, and covered 
at the fodi with a fine white quickfaiid reaching as far as to the fea-lhore. 'fhis latter 
mountain forms a promontory, the ulterraoll point of whichj^ rifing into a conical protu¬ 
berance that hangs over the fea, is called the Hang-lip. 'fhis is feparated, .■’s well as 
the Lion’s Head, from Table Mountain, 'fable Mountain has a confiderable rivulet 
at its top, a branch of which empties itfelf into Hout Baay (or Wood Bay). I'he fea 
at low water formed, in Hout Baay, rivers, the banks of which were lleep from the 
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fand that had fellen down. At the mouth a river was formed in a crofs dirc£i!bn, the 
banks of which were likewife extremely deep from the fallen fand. The whole bay 
was full of round fand-ftones, like the Ihores of the lake Vetter. To the left was feen 
Steenberg, or Stone Mountain; at the foof of which, on the other fide, are fitu^ed 
Great and IJttle Conftantia, and which runs out into the fea in a promontory called 
Steenbergenhnek, where there is a farm belonging to the company, and known by the 
name of Muyfenberg, or Moufe Mountain. 

From riout Baay we went over the mountains to North Hoek, where three fanns 
are laid out near a large pool of water. The projefting point ilfelf of the mountain 
over which we had paljed,* is called North Hook, and the oppofite projeftion the Slange 
Kop (or Serpent’s Ilead). The downs here confided all of quickfand, raifed into hills 
of various heights; thofe that had been lately formed being dill bare, and thofe that 
were of a more ancient date, overgrown with buflies, efpecially the wax-lhrub (myrka 
coraltfoUa\ which frequently grew on them low and creeping. A falt-pan that lay to 
the fouth-ead, had banks of two or three yards in height; it was now partly filled with 
water, the furface of which was covered with flamingoes (^pheenkopterus ruber). Its 
bottom was fandy, or a mixture of fand and clay. In winter-time it is filled with water 
for the fpaceof feveral months. It has its water from rain, and not from the fea, from 
which it is at a confiderable didance ; confequently its water is not encreafed or dimi- 
nidied by thetide.^ Duyn-hout, or Zwart-hout, was the name given to afhrub that has 
flefhy leaves, and was without bloffoms, foliis compofitis, folioHs cuneiformibus carnojis. 
It appeared to be an umbelliferous plant. Here we met witli the celebrated farmer 
Jan Bruyns, one of the bed markftnen in the country, and who had made the unfortu¬ 
nate expedition with Heupnaer to the Rio de la Goa, through the country of the Caf- 
fres, when feven of the company were maflacred by the Cadres, and himfelf with only 
five others efcaped. 

The Slange Bofeh (feriphiutn) ivhich grew"^ here, was faid, when made into a decoc¬ 
tion, to expel worms. • 

After purfuing our iourney farther over the mountains to Wildfchut’s brand, w'here 
we found only one Hottentot hut, fituated in a fine grafs plot «n the mountain j we 
went a little way back again over the fame mountains, and arrived at Fade Bay. 

The barren mountains, which run from Fade Bay out into the fea, are called by the 
colonids, as well as'by the failors, Norweegen or Norway. 

Ba)iFado, Fade cr Simon’s Bay, is a name given to the harbour on this fide, where 
the (hips only fon.:h in winter, and where they are Iheltered from the north-wed 
dorms, fo dangerous in this feafon to tlie Ihips that lie in Table Bay. This harbour is 
larger than thdt of the Cape. The Ihore is not broad, and in feveral places, by 
realbn of the mountains jetting out into the fea, there is none at all. The houfes 
dand on the tops of the hills, and are fometiraes very unfit for the accommodation of 
drangera. A large round rock in the harbour went by the name of the Ark, 
another was called the Romance Rock; and an ifland, fituated farther out to the ead- 
ward, Malagas Ifland. Befides a hnufe belonging to the company, in which lives a 
refident, there are here an hofpital, a warehoufe, a flaughterhoufe, and a few fann- 
houfes belonging to individuals. The company’s garden lay at fome didanJe, 

From Fade Bay we wqnt over flat and low fands, palled Muyfenberg and the com* 
pany’.s iilhing place, back to the Cape. In different parts of the fandy plains there 
were fraall lakes, as they might be called, of fait water, which had not yet been dried 
,up by the fummer’s heat, Thefe plains, abounding as they tiid in water, dill 
hwboured in different parts fome Flamingoes, which, with their white and blood-red 
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feathers, adorned thefe fpots, and devoured the infeds and worms in the water. We 
(hot one of them, and broke the wing bone, which prevented the bird from flying; 
but we had ftill the greateft difficulty to catch it, as with its long legs it waded through 
the water, which was a foot deep, much fhfter than we were able to follow it. 

On the I ft of June, being Whit-Monday, there arofe a very high north-weft wind, 
with violent hurricanes and mowers of rain ; at night, in this ftorm, the JongeThomas, 
one of the four fhips belonging to the company, that were ftill in the road, having 
loft all its anchors, one after the other, was driven on the fands near the Ihore, at 
Zout Rivier, and, in confequence of its heavy lading, fplit into two pieces in the 
middle. The furge rofe to an amazing height on the m6res towards this fide, and 
Zout Rivier was fo fwollen, that it was almoft impaifable. It is true, from the middle 
of May to the middle of Auguft, the Company’s fhips are prohibited from lying in the 
road j yet it fometimes happens, that the governor permits it in order to avoid the 
inconveniences of vidtuallipg and lading the fhips in Falfe Bay. Independently of the 
lofs fuftained by the company, as well in fhips as merchandize, there perifhed allb 
unfortunately on this occafion, a number of the crew, who, for the want of afliftance, 
were loft, and met with a deplorable death, very near the land. Only fixty-three 
men efc^ed, one hundred and forty-nine being unhappily drowned. 

The fhip had fcarcely ftruck, which happened juft at day-break, when the moft 
efficacious expedients were ufed to lave as much as poflible of the Company’s property 
that might chance to be thrown on fhore, though I could not perceive that the 
leaft care was taken to deliver a fingle foul of the crew from their forlorn and miferable 
fituation. Thirty men were inftantly ordered out, with a ftripling of a lieutenant, from 
the citadel, to the place where the fhip lay, in order to keep a ftrift look-out, and pre¬ 
vent any of the company’s effefts from being ftolen j and a gibbet was ere( 5 led, and 
at the fame time an edift iffued, importing that whoever fliould come near that fpot, 
fhould be hanged up immediately, without trial or fentence of judgment being paffed 
upon him. This was the caufe that the compaffiouate inhabitants, who had gone out 
on horfeback to afford the wretched fufferers feme afliftance, were obliged to turn 
back without being able to do them the leaft fervice; but, on the contrary, were, 
together with me, ocular witneffes of the brutality and want of feeling fhewn by 
certain perfons on this occafion, who did not beftow a thought on affording their fellow- 
creatures, that fat on the wreck perifhing with cold, hunger, a'hd thirft, and wefe 
almoft in the arms of death, the leaft afliftance or relief. 

Another circumftance contributed to render this otherwife diftreffing feene ftill more 
afflifting. Among the few, who were lucky enough to be able to fave their lives by 
fwimming from the wreck, was the gunner, a man with whom I was acquainted, and 
met with feveral times afterwards in the town: he had ftript himfelf quite naked, in 
order that he might fwim the eafier, and had the good luck to come alive to fliore, 
which was not the cafe with ^every one that could fwim; for many were either dafhed 
to pieces againft the rocks, or elfe by the violence of the furf carried back again to fea. 
When he arrived on fhore, he found his cheft landed before him j but juft as he was 
going to open it, and take out his great coat, the lieutenant, who commanded the 
party, drove him away from it; and though he eahieftly begged for leave to take out 
the clothes neceffary for covering his naked and fhivering body, and tould alfo prove 
by the key, faftened,, according to the failor’s cuftora, to his girdle, as well as- by his 
name cut out on the lid of the cheft, that it was actually his property, he was, never- 
thelefs, forced to retreat without effefiing his purpofe, by this unmerciful hero, who 
gave him feveral fraart blows with a cane on his bare back. After he had paffed the 

whole 
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whole day naked and hungry, and expofed to the cold winds, and was going to be 
tak^ in the evening to town along with the others who had been laved from the wreck, 
he again alked leave to take a coat out of hij chert to cover himfelf with; but this 
having been previoufly plundered, he found empty. On entering the town, where he 
arrived ftark naked, ne met with a burgher, who took compaffion on him, and lent 
him his great coat. Afterwards he, as well as the other unfortunate wretches, was 
forced to run about the town for feveral days together, begging for viftuals, clothas, 
and money, till at length they were fupported at the company’s expence, and taken 
bacl^ again into its fervice. 

Another aftion that does great honour to humanity, deferves the more to be recorded 
here, as it Ihews that at all times, and in all places, mere are both good and confiderate 
people, as well as fuch as have nothing human but the lhape. An old man, of the 
name of Woltemad, by birth an European, who was at this time the keeper of the 
hearts in the menagerie near the garden, had a fon in the citadvl, who was a corporal, 
and among tne firft who had been ordered out to Paarden Ifland (Horfe Ifland), where 
a guard was to be fet for the prefervation gf the wrecked goods. This worthy veteran 
borrowed a horfe, and rode out in the morning with a bottle of wine and a loaf 
of bread for his fon’s breakfaft. This happened fo early, that the gibbet had not 
yet been ereded, nor the edift ported up, to point out*to the traveller the neareft road 
to eternity. This hpary fire had no fooner delivered to his fon* the refrelhments 
he had brought him, and heard the lamentations of the diftreffed crew from the wreck, 
than he refolved to ride his horfe, which was a good fwimmer, to the wreck, with a 
view of faving fome of them. He repeated this dangerous trip fix times more, bring¬ 
ing each time two men alive on Ihore, and thus faved in all fourteen perfons. The 
horfe was by this time fo much fatigued, that he did not think it prudent to venture out 
again; but the cries and intreaties of the poor wretches on the wreck increafing, he 
ventured to take one trip more, which proved fo unfortunate, that he loft his own 
life, as on this occafion too many fronT the wreck rulhed upon him at once, fome of 
them catching hold of the horfe’s tail, and others of the bridle, by which means the 
horfe, both wearied out, and now too heavy laden, turned head oVbr heels, and all 
were drowned together. This noble and heroic aftion of a fuperannuated old man, 
fufficiently fltews that a great many lives might probably have been faved, if a Strong 
rope had been faftened by one end to the w reck, and by the other to the Ihore. Along 
this rope either a balkct or a large copper veflel might have been bawled to and from 
the fliip, with a man in it each time. When the ftorm and waves had fubfided, the 
fliip was found to lie at fo final! a diftance from the land, that one might have almoll 
leaped from it on Ihore. * 

The vigorous meafures taken to preferve the Company’s effefts and merchandize, 
were not, however, fo efficacious, as to prevent certain perfons in office from enrich¬ 
ing thcmfelves confiderably on this occafion. For fvhen whole horfe-loads of iron 
from the wrecks could be fold to the fmiths in town, it is eafy to conceive that their 
confciences would not ftand greatly in their way, if they could lay their hands npon 
portable and valuable commodities. The foldiers alfo were fo careful when on guard, 
that nothing Ihould be pillaged from the wreck, that they themfelyes every night, 
when relieved, marclfed into town with their muiket-barrels fluffed full of folid gold 
lace, which,, though fomewhat damaged by the fait water, anfwered very well when 
thrown into the melting-pot. 

Though the hardeft hearts frequently are foftened by the uncommonly fevere mif- 
fortunes and diftreffes of their fellow-creatures, and though great and noble adtions 

have 
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have at all times been able to excite the gratitude and benevolence of the fellow- 
citizens of the perpetrator; yet (I am forry to fay it) I have h not in my power to con¬ 
clude this melancholy pidure with fqme delightful trait of generous compaffion on 
the pm’t of the governor towards the poor fulFerers, and efpecially towards the drowned 
hero, or of feme noble remuneration of his fon. For when, Ihortly after, this young 
man folicited for the employment of his deceafed father, which was a poll of fuch 
fmall importance, that it could neither be conlidered as a recompenfe, nor could it be 
envied him by any one, it was refufed him, and given to another. 

This unfeeling bon vivant of a governor, rich* in money, but poor in fpirit, per¬ 
mitted him, neverthelefs, afterwards to do what others confider as a punilhment, viz. 
to go to Batavia, where he hoped to find kind patrons and a wider field for making 
his fortune in. And here he would doubtlefs have' attained his dcfires, had he lived 
longer; but in the very unwholefome climate whither he was now gone to fee his 
only brother, a merchrmt, he died, before an order arrived from the c^eftors of the 
Company in Holland (which did as much credit to them, as it ought tohave accumu¬ 
lated ihaine upon the officers of the Cape), viz. that the fons of Woltemad for the 
fake of their father, fliould be rewarded and promoted in every way that could poffibly 
be done. On this and fimilar occafions, I have obferved, how much an enlightened 
mind and a generous heart are .*^0 be prized among the gifts of fortune, above riches 
and honours; and how' infinitely thefe latter are exalted by the former, if they art 
united with them, in which cafe they command every one’s elteem. 

I now alfo perceive the reafon why the Europeans, both failors and foldicrs, are iii 
many refpefts treated worfe and with lefs compaffion, than the very ilaves thcmfelves. 
With refpeft' to the latter, the owner not only takes care that they arc clothed and 
fed, but likewife, when they are fick, that they are well nurfed and have proper 
medical attendance. The former go as they can, viz. naked, or drefl'td in tattered 
clothes, which, perhaps, after all, do not fit them; and when one of them dies, it is a 
common faying, that the Company gets another for nine guilders. 

The violent hurricanes from the north-Avcll have more than once occafioned fhip- 
wreck in thefe rdads. In 1692, three veffels, one Englifli and two Dutch, were driven 
on fhore and loft. From the fame caufe, thirty years ago, in the month of May, feven 
of the Company’s ftiips were faid to have been wrecked and loft. 

On the 31ft of July a flave was executed, who had murdered his mafter. 'Ihe 
delinquent being laid on a crofs and tied faft to if, firft his arms and legs were burned 
in eight different parts with jagged tongs, made red hot; afterwards his arms and legs 
were broken on the wheel, and laftly, his head was cut off and fixed on a pole. The 
judge that tries and condemns the criminal, is always prefect, anti walks in proceflion 
to the place of execution, in order to give folemnity to the ceremony. The foldiers 
form a circle. The place of execution is between the town and the citadel, on a fmall 
eminence. * * , 

On the 8th of Auguft, a flave was hanged for fome great crime. 

After malefadors have fuffered at the place of execution, within the town, they are 
always brought out in the evening to the gallows without the town, where they are 
either hanged, .and that generally in irons, in which manner the Ikeleton may be pre- 
ferved for a long time, or elfe drawn and quartered. There are two gallows out of the 
town, one at the entrance to the harbour, under the Leeuwe Staart (Lien’s Tail), on 
which Europeans are hanged, and the other beyond the citadel, near Zout Rivier, on 
which flaves and Hottentots are executed. 
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Zout Rivier (or Salt River) is a river of confiderable fize, which derives fource 
from Table Mountain, and difembogues itfelf into the harbour. The water here is 
fait, from the admixture of fea water, and rifes and falls with the tide. 

The oak {quercus robur) and apricot (prunus Armenlaca) bloflbmed in Auguft, the 
former, juft after it had thrown out its leaves, and the latter, before it had any leaves. 
The alder alfo {bctula alms), as well as the almond and peach-tree, were now in 
bloflbm. • 

In the winter-months, when much rain fell, the water was in fome places feen ru(h- 
ing like a torrent through the cldte of the mountains, down the higheft, fteep, and 
bare rocks. • 

Though the colony is inhabited to a great extent, and the Hottentots are almoft ex¬ 
tirpated, yet it fometiraes happens that Haves run away and hide themfelves, and that 
chiefly in the mountains. But it is very uncommon for a foldier or failor to run into 
the country, p he would ealily be difcovered there. Whert an unconverted flave 
runs away and is taken, he is beaten by his mafter or the officers of the police; but 
if a Chriftian deferts fronr the Company’s Service, be is hanged. The money laid out 
in the purchafe of the former, faves him from death, but the eftabliffied laws do not 
fpare the latter. 

For the ufe of the foldiers in the citadel, cooks are taken into it, who drefs victuals, 
and fell them out in portions to the foldiers. Every foldier receives from the Company 
three pounds of bread twice a week. 

Every I'oldier pays out of his wages two ftivers per month to the courier for boots, 
and is befides obliged to keep guard for him. 

Thofe wretches that are guilty of beftiality, are not put to their trial, 'or imprifoned, 
but are immediately drowned, as being unworthy to appear before the judge, or to be 
vifited by a clergyman. In this manner a flave was now executed. 

The nfcal is independent in his office, not being fubordinate to the governor, and 
accountable only to the diredors in Holland. When difputes and contentions arife 
betw ^en burghers or others, he lines tlicm. The fine here is not proportioned to the 
crime of the offenders, but, for the moll part, fuited to their circumftances. The 
fifcal therefore, to whom thefe fines furnifli a confiderable revenue, treats turbulent 
and offending perfons as a phyfician does a plethoric patient, of whom he always* draws 
blood in proportion as tne ftrength of his habit will permit. 

Conftamia, confiftiag of two farms, called Great and Little Conftantia, which are 
fituated below the call fide of. Table Mountain, is celebrated for its highly delicious 
wine, known by the name of Conftantia or Cape wine, which is fold in Europe at fo 
high a price. I’his wine Is extremely fweet, agreeable and lufeious, and only fit for the 
defiert, as, on account of its fweetnefs, if drank in abundance, it lies heavy on the 
ftomach. Of the retl wine, about fixty pipes are made, and of the white about ninety; 
yet the vintage here, as in other places, is diilerent in ^iff’crent*years. Thefe two farms 
were for a long time the only fpots which, by reafon of their fituation, could produce 
this delicate wine; but lately fome other farms in this diftrid, and in a few other places, 
have been able to bring their vrines to the fame degree of excellence. But as thu Com¬ 
pany has referved to^itfelf the exclufive fale of the Conftantia wine, which confequently 
is confidered as contraband, and is not \o be bought or tranfport^ to Holland under 
that name by individuals, they have hit upon the expedient of giving their wine, which 
in point of goodnefs does not yield to Ctmftantia, the name of Mag wing (or Stomach), 
which in general is fold to the naval offices of foreign nations cheaper than the Conftan¬ 
tia wine itfelf. ^ 
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It is remarkable, that the governor increafes his revenue by every jiipe of wine pur- 
chafed on the account of the Company. The Company ufually pays forty rix-dollars for 
every pipe, and the feller gives a receipt for forty, but receives no more than twenty- 
feven rix-dollars, three being deduced for the clergyman’s tythe. Ordinary wine is 
fometimes fold at the rate of ten rix-dollars a pipe, as was the cafe one year that I 
was at the Cape. As a pipe contains about one hundred and twelve gallons, the wine 
is confequently very cheap. In like manner other perfons in office make confiderable 
profit on every thing that palfes through their hands, which they are indeed often 
obliged to do, as their falaries cannot fupport thefH in ^ country where inoft of the 
neceflaries of life are many times dearer than they are in Europe. 'Elms, while the 
governor makes ten rix-dollars of every pipe of wine that is fold, other officers find their 
advantage in giving leave of abfence to people who receive pay from the Company with¬ 
out doing any fervice for it. Some make their fortunes* by falfe weights, others by 
damaged goods. A fhipwreck fills the pockets of many. In confequence of the rapa¬ 
city of their captains and their mates, the failors feldom gel their due. I'he foldiers 
muft yield fomething to their officers. The fick muft ftarve for the fupport of many 
that are in health, and the defunft mull leave part of their eff'efts to the firft comer. 

The governor this year caufed a hot-houfe to be built in the Company’s garden for 
pine-apples. This fruit, fo delicate at Batavia, could not arrive here at the maturity 
and high flavour tnat it does in the Eaft Indies; in like manner the Pifang {rnufa pa- 
radiftaca^ or bananas) would feldom bloflbm in the few gardens where it was cultivated, 
and never yielded any fruit that was perfectly ripe and high flavoured. 

The American Aloe {agave Americana) imported from the botanic gardens of Eu¬ 
rope, was now common on the hills near the town, and blofl'omed finely every year, 
without attrafting fuch a great concourfe of fpeftators as it does at Amfterdam. 

The Porcupine, or Yzer-varken {hyjlrix)^ whofe ufual food is the root of that beau¬ 
tiful plant, the calla JEthiopkai will frequently^ put up with cabbages and 

other vegetables, by which means he fometimes commits great depredations in the 
gardens. 

By the Swedilh fhips that were newly arrived, and brought feveral of my friends,-1 
not only had the pleafure of receiving letters, but alfo the joyful tidings of the happy 
change of government made laft year in my native country, by^ which a great and good 
king, without bloodlhed, and in a manner as noble as his conduct was wife, had been 
able to put an end to the difeord which for many years had divided his fubje^ls, to the 
great detriment of the kingdom. 

In my various excurfions to Table Mountain, I obferved in its crevices both Daflfes 
and Baboons. The former I perceived generally near the top of the mountain, juft at 
fun-rifing, when they ufed to come out to bafk in the fun. Whoever wiflies to ftioot 
them, muft cautioufly approach them, and with a quick gun take his aim in fuch a 
manner, as to lay them dead on t'he fpot. If the gun was not quick, they would make 
off, as foon as ever the prime flalhed in the pan; and, if the animal was not inftantly 
killed, it would withdraw into a crevice, fo that it could not poffibly be got out. The 
flelh is/ometimes eaten, and is tolerably well tafted. 

The baboons were pretty numerous, and indeed dangerous to travellers; for fitting 
undifmayed on the tops of the rocks, where they were frequently out of the reach of 
fliot, they would roll, and even throw down, ftones of all forts and fizes. ‘ The ufe of 
the gun, however, was on thefe occafions indifpenfably neceffary, as by means of it they 
^nt at leaft be driven to fuch a diftance, that the ftones they threw could not do fo 
miKh mifehief. It is curious to obferve them in their flight. With their cubs on their 

9 backs 
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backs they will often make aftonilhing leaps up a perpendicular rock ; and it is but 
feldoin that they tan be fliot j and even it any one of them is (hot, it is not eafily 

killed. ^ t 

In the town, tame baboons are fometimes kept, made faft to a pole. Their agility 
in climbing, leaping, and dodging any one that offers to ftrike them, is aluioil incre¬ 
dible. Though one of thefe baboons was tied up, ftill it was impf;ffible :u the dillance 
of a few yards to hit him with a Hone. He would either catch the ftone, like a baii,dn 
bis hand, or elfe avoid it in the moft furprifing and nimble manner. 

The baboons of Table Mountain, befides paying frequent vifits to, and plundering 
the gardens of the European^, feed alfo upon the pulpous bulbs of feveral plants, whu-h 
after digging up, they peel and eat. Heaps of thefe parings were frequenily feen left 
after them, particularly near the •ftones, where they refide. The gladiJus plicatus ap¬ 
pears to be the moll favorite plant with thofe that live near t!)e Cape, for which reafon 
alfo this plant is known by the name of the Baboon. The root of this plant is fome- 
times boiled and eaten by the colonifts. 

In the fandy plains near the Cape, the gjeat w'hitc African mole (niarmota Africana') 
is more particularly to be found, and that in abundance. It makes large holes in the 
ground, over which it lays little heaps of mould ; thefe holes are very inconvenient to 
people in walking, who Ilep down into them unawares, and are frequently in danger oF 
falling. The fize of it is nearly equal to that of a cat j it is of a fierce nature, and, 
when caughr, defends irfelf with ito teeth. It feeds on feveral forts of bulbous roots 
that grow in thefe fandy plains in abundance, efpecially Gladlolufes, Ixias, Antholyzas, 
and Irifcs. Pennant mentions it at p. 472. under the name of the African Rat. 

Thofe that are but in a fniall dogree acquainted with botany need not.be told, that 
by the opening and clofmg of flowers, one may frequently know with certainty, as from 
a watch, what hour of the day it is, as well as if the weather will be fine or rainy. 
Plants ol this kind are common on the African hills. 

The moreen undulata never opens befflre nine o’clock in the morning, and before fun* 
fet, a( four in the afternoon, it clofes again, 

Itie ixia Lnmamomca (Avondbloein, Cauelblncm) opens every evening at four, and 
exliales its agreeable odours through the whole night. 

The approach of rain is announced by the flowers of various bulbous plants, fi^ch as 
the Ixias, Moraeas, Irifes? and Galaxias, the tender flowers of which do not open m the 
morning ilj-airi is to be expefted fooii; and if a (bower is to fall in the afternoon, they 
clofe fome time before. 

Several of thel’e likcwil’e diffufe an agreeable fragrance, particularly at evening or 
night, fomewhat lilce the odour of pinks, but fainter; fuch are the gladiolus trijlis and 
rccurvuSi the ixia pilofa, falcata^ and dnnamomea. 

The Earth-rofe (Aard-roos) was the name by which the inhabitants, both of the 
town and country, diftinguifhed the hyohanch fangubioa, a plant with a low deep-red 
flower, which is fcarcely of a finger’s length, and has neither branches nor leaves. It 
grows in winter and fpring in the low fandy plains, both near the town and elfewhere 
towards the fea-fiiorc, puining only its clufter of blood-red flowers above the ground. 
The antholyza ringens^ with its gaping flower, and the ever-varying gladiolus piicatus, 
which decorate thefo fendy pla^s in abundance, have their pulpous bums deep down in 
the fand, and do not raife their flowers much higher than the Hyobanche above the 
furface of the ground. 1 

During the winter-months, three beautiful fpecies of gardenia were bbwing in the 
Company’s garden. The gardenia fiorida was probably brought hither from the 
VOL. XVI. K Indies; 
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Indies; at leaft, in my travels in this fouthermoft angle of Africa, I never perceived it 
growing wild any where, but always planted in the gardens, and that even among the 
colonifts far up the country. Here it always produced double flowers, and, confe- 
quently, no fruit, which the Chinefe ufe for dyeing yellow. The gardenia Roth?nannia, 
which has lefs confpicuous flowers than the former, and of which both the flowers and 
fruit, on being dried, always turn black. The gardenia Thunbergia^ with refpeft to 
its bloflbm, is one of the fineft trees in the world. This little tree had been brought 
a few years before from the forefts of the country, where it is fcarce, and grows very 
flowly, the wood being at the fame time fo hard, that on this account it is ufed for 
clubs. This tree, after it has once begun to bloflTom, cbntipues to blow for feveral 
months, producing frefli bloflbms every day, as faft as the old ones by degrees fade 
and droop, and at length fall off. . The bloifom is aimoll fix inches long, white and 
thick, like the moft beautiful wafh-leather, of an agreeable odour, and does not lofe 
its white colour. « 

If the cold in this country were fevere, and it wore abfolutely neceflary for the in- 
habitants to keep fires in their ordinary apartments, it would be a wretched country 
indeed, on account of the great want of fuel it labours under. The wood that is ufed 
for drefling their viftuals in the kitchen is nothing but brulhwood, being got with no 
lefs pains than expence from the fmaller trees and bufhes. On making foine inquiry 
concerning this ihatter, I found that the following were the moft commonly entployed 
for this purpofe ; viz. the ftems and roots of the protca grandijloru, conocarpa^fpecwfiiy 
hirta, mellijf'cra, and argctitca, a few fpecies of erica^ and fome forts of brunta. 

In a country like this, where it is for the moft part impoflible to have recoiirfc to an 
apothecary, and the medicines font from Europe extremely dear, the .inhabitants had 
prudently thought of trying the indigenous plants of Africa; and, among thefe, they 
had difeovered various ufeful remedies in different difeafes. As a botanift and phyfi- 
cian, I was eager to be acquainted with them, and never loft an opportunity of adding 
to the flendcr ilock of my knowledge, whicli often proved ferviccable, both tc) myfelf 
and the benevolent and obliging colonifts. For when any of thele could impart to me, 
in their plain and artlefs w'ay, a flight notion only of fome ufeful plant, 1 was able afi 
terwards to give them a more accurate idea of its true ufe in curing difeafes. 

Many gcrmiuiy wi,th their red and pulpous roots, grew in the fandy plains near the 
town j and as thefe roots are of an aftringent nature, the coulitry-people ufed them in 
the diarrhoea and dyfentery. „ 

The root of the bryonia Africana was employed both as an emetic and a purge. 

The roots of the ajclepias undulata (Bitter-wortel) and crifpa, as w'ell as the whole 
of the herb eriocephalusy w'ere ufed for the purpofe of expelling urine in the droply. 

For the lame purnofe alfo they frequently made ufe of the root of the hamanthus 
coccinc’ts, inftead of fquills, or the fcilla inaritima. This plant is very common on the 
hills below the mountains, and 'hence has obtained the name of the Mountain-fquill. 
Its root is large, white, mucilaginous, fibrous, and foniewhat acrid. After being cut 
int6 flices, it is fteeped in vinegar, and from this is made a kind of weak oxymel fcilU~ 
tienm^ which is ufed in dropfies and afthmas. 

The polygonum barbatum, which grows in ditches, and is of an acrid nature, is, like 
its kindred fpecies, ufed for dropfical and ftvalled legs, 

A decobticn of the leaves of the irotolaria perfoliata was efteemed a powerful 
diuretic^ and, in confequence of this property, to cure dropfies. 

The piper capenfe was in fome places ufed as a ftomachic, inftead of common pepper; 
and the fagar a capenfts (Wilde Cardamom^ was of great fervice to many people in the 
flatulent cholic, and the palfy. 


The 
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The juice of the mefembryanthemum edule was ufed both as an internal and external 
remedy ; internally for the dyfentery and the thrufh (aphtha) in children, and exter¬ 
nally for burns. . . i ' 

They were very loud here in the praifes of the ofmites camphorina^ to which they 
were pleafed to give the name of bellh (or daify). This plant has certainly great merit 
on account of its camphorated principle, and its ftrong poignant fmell and tafte, both 
of which evince it to be of a highly refolving nature. The plant itfelf is fometime.^ ufed 
externally, applied in bags to inflammations, and on the flomach in cholics. But tTie 
fpirit diflilled from it, called fpiritus bellidis, was highly cfteemed in coughs and hoarfe- 
nefs. In thefe cafes, hoyi^ever, it appeared to me to be too heating; but I ufed it more 
than once with advantage in the palfy and apoplexy. The genuine fpecies, or the 
ofmiten camphorina, which is the very beft, I found growing on the top of Table 
Mountain only; and as it twas obtainable only by a few, the ofmites ajlerifcoides, which 
has a fainter fmcll and weaker virtues, was ufed in its ftead. As an aftringent in the 
diarrhoea, the rough and auftere bark of the protea grandifiora was frequently ufed. 
In the environs of the town grew likewi^ various plants, which the inhabitants had 
learned to convert to their own benefit when affiifted with diforders ; as, e.g. 

'I'he adonis capenfis and atragene veftcaioria (Brandblad) ufed inflead of Cantharides: 
thefe plants grew on the fides of the mountains and lylls ; and were exhibited in the 
fdatica and rheumatifni. • 

The adianthum £thiopicum (Vrou’.vehaar), a fpecies of maidenhair, grew chiefly on 
the fides of the Devil’s Mountain, and was drank at tea, in colds and other affedions 
of the breaft. 

The protca mllifera (Tulp-boom and Zuyker-boom) contains in its .calyx a fweet 
juice, which, when infpiflated, was ufed in diforders of the breaft. 

The falicornia fruticofa (Zee-koral, or fea-coral) grew on the fea-fliore, and, not- 
withftanding its brackifh tafte, was eaten by the foldiers and fome few others as a fallad, 
drefled with oil and vinegar. • 

Beftdes tlie Company’s difpenfary which w'as at the hofpital, another was founded 
this year in liie town, by which means the country-people may now kavc a better op¬ 
portunity of procuring medicines than they had before, when they are obliged to pur- 
chafe them of the furgeons at a very high price. 

From the oxalis ccmiTa (Wilde Syring), which grew to the greateft ftze and fn the 
greateft abundance of all the fpe; ies appertaining to this genus, was prepared a good 
and ferviceablc fal acctofclla (or fait of wood-forrel). 

Hard Looper (or h’aft Runnbr) was a name given, on account of the fwiftnefs with 
which it ran, to the curabus 1 o-guttati<s ; an infeft tliat frequented fevcral places, and 
often the highways themfelves. This animal has the fame property as our Swedifli gun¬ 
ner (carabus crepitans), viz. that when it is purfued or caught, it blows out with vio¬ 
lence from behind a liquid, which has the appearance of a thin fine fmoke, difiufing 
itfelf all around, and if it gets into the eyes, making them fmart juft as if brandy were 
I’quirted into them. By thefe means it blinds its purfuers, and gets an opportunjty of 
cfcaping while the pain lafts, which is about a minute or two. 

Fifcal and^ Canary-byter were the appellations given to a black and w'hite bird ^/anius 
coUaris), which was common i|i| the tovynf and was to be found in evbry garden there. 
As it was ^ bird of prey, though verj fmall, it fought its food among the infeds, fuch 
as beetles and grafshoppers, w Inch it not only caught with great dexterity, buf likewife, 
wh§n it could not confume them all, it would ftick them up on the pales of farm-yards 
till it had occafion for them, fo that one w ould have fuppofed them to have been impaled 
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in this manner by human beings. It alfo caught fparrows and canary-birds, but did not 
devour any more of them than the brains. 

A beautiful green thrufh (turdus ceilmicus) frequented the gardens of the town, and 
delighted the ears of the attentive burgner with his fweet fong. 

The winter rains having moiftened the dry hills in the environs of the Cape, various 
beautiful and elegant flowers of bulbous plants began to fpring in the month of Aifguft. 
The plants that were more particularly common were the ixia bulbocoditm, which varied 
much in the fize and colour of its flowers; the tnoraa collina and fpatbacea, the depend¬ 
ent leaves of which twined round the feet of the perambulator, and frequently threw 
him down : and the moraa undalata, the flower of which* has the appearance of a large 
fpider, and attracls the flies called blue bottles by its fetid fmell. The elegant family 
of the irifes, however, efpecially the papilionacea, excelled all others in the fuperb 
grandeur of their flowers, which was greater than can be exprefled. 

CafFre Corn (holms Caffroruni) was cultivated by fome few people in their gardens as a 
rarity, and grew to the height of a man, bearing large duffers of flowers j confequently 
it is a very profitable kind of corn, but requires a great deal of heat. 

Ihe mirabitis dkhotoma (Vieruurs Bloem, or Four-o’clock Flower) was planted in a 
few gardens, both for the beauty of its flowers, and its Angular quality of clofing them 
every evening at four o’clock. 

Among the various torts of fifli that appeared on the tables at the Cape, were the 
chimam callorynchus (Dodfltop or Jofepli), the llefh of which is white and well-trfled; 
and the raja mtraletus (or Rock). The raja torpedo too, (called here Trill Vif'cli,) was 
fometimes caught in the harbour, but not brought to table. 

Pelicans with their large claws, called here Kropgans (pelccanus onocratalas'), which 
are not fcarce on the coalt, were alfo kept in a tame Ifate, and lived on filh, and food of 
a fimilar nature, by the water-fide. 

Of the rejiio dichotemus (Beefem Riet) brooms were made to fwcep the floors with. 

The Angular name of King of Candia was giVen by the inhabitants to the hamanthas 
coccineus and pjm 'tccus, one of the largcft and moft beautiful flf)wei s that made tlioir appear¬ 
ance tow'^ards winter on the hills of the Cape, exhibiting in llately pomp its blooil-red 
duffers of flowers that grew dofe to the ground, and bare of leaves, w hid), ju'evioufly 
to the blowing of the plant, had witheied and difappeared. After the flowers come the 
fruitand this is fucceeded by the leaves alone, which are buf two in number, and lie- 
down flat on the ground, like thole of the amaryllis ciliaris : which latter plant, with 
its leaves fringed with black hairs, grew all over this diftrid, though it was never once 
feen to bloflTom. 

BeAdcs the chameleon, which changes its colour, there were two lizards, very coni- 
mon on the bills near the town ; the lacerta Jicll'iCK and orbicularis, fitting every wliei e o)! 
the (loiies, and balking in tin- Am. Both of them made a hideous appearance with their 
protuberant points, and *vhcn any body approached them, ran quickly down under the 
ffon cs to hide rhemfelves. 

T^e Hottentots generally elect a chief, whom they call captain; and as they pretend 
to be in alliance with the Dutch Eaff India Company, the captain whom they i)ave elect¬ 
ed, is to be conflnned by the governor at the <.'.ape. One of thefe captains was now 
come to town, attended by a few Hottentots|irio be confirmed in his new dignity, and, 
agreably to ancient cuffom, receive Ibmc prefents. As a token of his authority, he is 
prefented with a large brafs head, on which are engraved the Company’s arms. I’ho 
captain heads the troops when they take the held, either againfl their enemies, or for the 
purpofe of hunting wild beafts, on which occaAon he alfo throws the flrfl fpear. In 
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<)ther refpects, very little more regard is fliewn to him than to the reft; and the chief 
difference between them feems to be, that he commonly wears either a calf’s or a tiger’s 
Ikin, while the reft are clad in Ihcep-fkins. ^ 

In winter, when the north-weft wind blows ftormy into Table Bay, whales are fome- 
times driven in. One of thefe fifti had lately been call on fliore dead. It was above two 
fathoms long. From its back, which lay above the water, they cut out large pieces, in 
order to extraft train-oil from the blubber. ^ 

In like manner, during this fealbn, there arrived at the numerous iflands that lie round 
about the Cape a great number of feals, which in this part of the world are commonly 
called fea-dogs, bccaufc, vfhile they arc bounding up and down in the v ater, they bear 
fome rcfemblance to a dog. There they breed at this time, and bring up their young 
ones, and arc caught in abundtmce for the ('ompany, for the purpofe of making train- 
oil. It is fingular that the lea-dog, which is in faft a marine animal, cannot fwim by 
nature, as foon as it comes into the world. It is the fame oafe with this as with fome 
kinds of birds, which cannot lly till they are ta«gbt by the mother. Thus it is that the 
fea-dog learns of its mother to fwim. When the young fcal is arrived at a certain age, 
his mother catches him by the neck anS throws him into the M'ater, where he plafhes 
about, till at length he begins to fmk: the mother then catches him up again, and thus 
makes him try feveral times, till at laft he can fwim ^nd go out to fea. 

The farming out of wine and victuals produces to the Company a eonfiderable revenue. 
The former was now, according *^0 annual cuftom, fold by auction on the laft day of 
Auguft; and he who bids higheft becomes the farmer-general of the w iiie-contrafl:, 
having the exclulive right of felling wine, not only to ftrangers and to the officers of the 
Dutch Ihips, but alfo to the inns and taverns. The owners of vineyards, it is true, may 
difpofe of their wine to the burghers at the Cape for their own conliimption; but neither 
they nor any one elfe are fullered, under a heavy penalty, to fell a fingle drop of it to 
any other perfon. By this means the wine comes very high to foreign nations, and at a 
tavern a bottle colls feveral times as ftiuch as ir does to private people at their own houfes. 
The farmer of the wines has alone the power of retailing out wine himfelf, or of permit- 
.tingothei., who keep inns, for a certain confideration, to do the fome. The revenue 
from the wine-contradt amounts yearly to between thirty and forty thoufand guilders. 

The vidualling contraft is conduced in a difl'erent manner. He that bids the loweft 
at the audion is appointed the farmer-general of this monopoly; viz. he thaf offers to 
furnilh^he Company with frefti meat for its Ihips and its other exigencies at the loweft 
price. From this contraft, it is true, the Company receives no pecuniary advantage ; 
but then it gets all its meat * a much lower price, ihan it otherwife could pollibly be 
obtained. It is in coiifequence of this contraft alfo, that thburghers as w'oll as ftrangers, 
are obliged to pay an extravagant price for bulchers-meat. Thus w'hilft: r!;e Company 
get butchers-meat for two droits per pound, the burghers mull pay at the rate of four* 
or mure, and ftrangers two Itivers;- and while a .bullock, lit lor llaughter, is com¬ 
monly fold for five Dutch rix-dollars, ftrangers muff pay at the rate of ten or more. 
I’his coni raft is farmed out for one, two, lliree, live, or feven years; and certain fj^ots neat 
Groene Kloof are ceded to the contraftor for palture grounds without any feparate 
charge. • • 

On this account, as well as on thaf t>f the language, which ftrangers do not always 
underhand, every nation wnofe fttips anchor here, is obliged to have a commiffary or 
broker, who manages their concerns, and alfo contributes, as far as in him lies, to 
raife the price of every article to them. 
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Wheat, when it is wanted by foreign nations for exportation, is only to be had of 
the Company. The French fliips frequently exported it in the courfe of this and the 
laft year to the Ifle of France. 

Many people, and particularly the failors, inftead of butter, ufed to purchafe the 
fat that had been melted down from the large tails of the African flieep. One of 
thefe tails, weighing twenty pounds, confifts of nothing but fat, which is the higheft 
luxury of the Hottentots. This fat is laid down in tubs with fome fait and pepper, 
and" ufed at fea with bread in lieu of butter. 


Ortriches eggs were inoftly purchafed by the naval officers. They are in general 
the perquifites of flaves, who, in tending their cattle, frequently find places in the 
fands where the oftriches have laid their eggs. During the* time of incubation, a 
dozen, and fometimes even a fcore of thefe eggs (though for the moft part fewer), are 
to be found in one place. The flaves always ufe the precaution not to take away the 
eggs with their hands (ip which cafe the birds, who perceive it by the feent, are apt 
to quit the nefl); but by means of a long flick they rake them out of the nelt as fall 
as the birds lay them. Thefe eggs fold in general for a fkelling a piece, or about fix- 
pence Englifh. They are fittell, and moft ufed for cakes and anfs penhu; and they 
are particularly good, when eaten with a large quantity of butter. One Angle egg is 
fufficient for feveral people. And whereas hens eggs will feldom keep for any lengtli of 
time on board of flv,p, and require great pains to be taken with them in order to turn 
them every daj^, oftriches eggs are eafily preferved at fea, on account of their fize, 
and of their thick and ftrong fhell. 

The Camphor-tree (laurus camphora) brought from the Eaft Indies, and planted 
here, throve very well, though no great pains were taken to increafe the number of 
them, or colled' any camphor from them. 

In like manner Turmeric (curcuma longa') was cultivated on a fmall bed in the Com¬ 
pany’s garden; the root was fcarcely ever ufed here, though it is fo much in requcll 
in Europe for the purpofe of dyeing, and in the Eaft Indies enters into almoft all their 
difhes. 


During the wholf time that I ftaid at the Cape (almoft a year and a half), I never, 
obferved that any public fair was kept here. In fad, fairs are not ufual in this country. 
In their Head, public audions are the more frequently made for all forts of foreign 
merchandize, efpecially fuch as is brought here from the various ^adories belonging to 
the Company in the difll'rent parts of the Eaft Indies. 

The burghers in the town generally make an agreement with fome of the furgeons 
in the hofpital to attend them and their families, and furnifh them with medicines. 
This is the more neceflary, as they have always a number of. flaves^ and fometimes 
dangerous epidemic diftempers prevail among them. This circumftance is the caufe 
, that the phyftcians and furgeons, who come as ftrangers to this place, and ftay fome 
time at it, are fcarcely ever called, in, unlefs they can work miracles. My medical 
pradice in the town confequently was not very extenfive *, neither, indeed, did I ftrive 
to enlarge it, for fear of being impeded in my botanical purfuits. On the other hand, 

I had tne greater opportunities of aflifting the country-people in my medical capacity, 
who were-, both in greater want of my aid, and more grateful to me for it. Almoll 
always, and every where, I obferved that my medicines aded with the greateft efficacy 
as well as certainty upon the flaves, whofe conftitutions vt^ere not fo much impaired 
by improper diet, and were, befides, lefe accuftomed to the ufe of remedies. 

Though flaves jire not ufually inftruded in the dodrines of Chriftianity, nor their 
children baptized, the Dutch Eaft India Company takes care that the children bom iii 
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the lodges of their own female flaves are baptized, and in forae meafure inftrufted in 
the Chriftian religion. The reafon for this, perhaps, may be, that moft of thefe 
children have European fethers, to whom th^y frequently bear the moft ftriking re- 
femblance. 

The children thus iffued from Europeans, I had frequent opportunities of feeing 
married to black women. Their progeny, however, were not always like each other. 

1 once faw iffued from fuch a couple, one fon, who was black, with large eyes,^and 
refembled his mother; another, who was rather of a white complexion, but varied 
with black fpots fcattered up and down, and, upon the whole, bore a greater refera- 
blance to the father; smd & girl, that was half black. 

When the negroes are wounded in any part of their bodies, and thefe wounds heal 
again, the fears at firft are whiffe, but the Ikin afterwards grows black by degrees. 

1 faw an old Hottentot bere, who was very much afflided with an eryfipelas in his 
leg. The eryfipelas difcovered itfelf by its ufual bluifti-red polour; and on the black 
ground it had a very frightful appearance. Otherwife it was very rare to find any of 
thefe people with blemifhes on any part of their bodies, and much more fo, to fee any 
among them crippled. As they not only live fparingly, but alfo on unfeafoned and 
unfaltcd food, they are in general fubjed to few difeafes. 'fhe changes of the climate 
are almoft the only caufes of the rheumatifms and fevers which fometimes prevail 
among them; ftill, thefe diftempers are much more fcarce among the Hottentots 
that enjoy their liberty, than among thofe who have entered into the I'ervice of the 
Dutch colonifts. 

As far as I had an opportunity of travelling laft fummer, both to the northward and 
eaftward, in this extenfive country, 1 met with but fmall remains of the once more or 
lefs numerous Hottentot nations, which, as late as the beginning of this century, ftill 
inhabited thefe vaft plains. It is true, as faft as the colonifts fpread over the country 
in gradual fucceffion, the Hottentots have been obliged to retire, and make room for 
the dwellings and cattle of the liiurc^eans; but it is an undoubted faft alfo, that the 
fmall-pox, a new and to them unknown diftemper, has, like a peftilence, extermi- 
^nated the greater part of them. Now there are only a few fcattered.villages (Kraals) or 
focieties of them to be found, in which ftate they either live by themfelves, or are 
taken into fervice at the Company’s pofts and grazing-farms, or elfe by the colonifts 
themfelves. For the "moft part, thefe focieties, efpecially in the vicinity of tl!e Cape, 
are far f^om being numerous j but farther in the country they are both more populous 
and more wealthy. The few remains of them that ftill exift, have, in fome inftances, 
retained the names of their • tribes; but more frequently thofe names are retained 
which formerly diftinguifhed each nation feparately, and are applied to the diftrift 
itfelf, and to the larger rivers which run through the country, or form the limits of it. 
The better the country was provided with water, the more populous were the inhabi- . 
tants, and the more cattle they pofleffed; ftill, however, .the whole nation did not 
amount to more than a few thoufand men, and each of their diftrifts formed a fmaller 
or larger province. 

The Gunjemans Hottentots were thofe that lived neareft the Cape, and on the very 
point itfelf; they extended as far as Falfe Bay, the Hottentots Holland Mounftin, and 
from thence to the left as far as Stell§nbofch. This country is extbnfive, but confifts 
in a great^ meafure of a fandy unfruitful foil. Thefe were the firft, who, in barter for 
certain merchandizes, ceded to the Dutch Eaft India Company a traft of their country j 
and of thefe there are but a few, and 1 had almoft faid none, now remaining. 
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The Kokoquas nation inhabited the country that bordered upon the Cape on the 
northern fide, in the fenrirons of Groene Kloof. In iny firft expedition, which was 
direded towards that fide, I met with feveral of this nation ftiil in being, and even 
received from the Company’s ports two'of them to attend me on the journey. ITieir 
country, like that of the preceding tribe, is low, level, and fandy, is nuich iii want of 
water, and was formerly not very populous, neither have the colonirts been able to 
cultivate every part of it. It extends as far as the fhore of the ocean ; and has a few 
fmrdl hillocks difperfed ov&r its furface. 

In continuing my journey to the northward, and to Saldahna Bay, I vifited the 
Suffaquas Hottentots, fome of whom were ftill rcinaining»i As the country is every 
where low, fandy, and in want of frelh water, this nation was always very confiderable, 
and fubfirted by grazing. . 

The Hottentots that live ftill farther to the northward, an^ are defeended from tribes 
that were once numerous, I had not the opportunity of vilitiqg in this excurfion, but 
proceeded more towards the mountains in the eaft, and the tradls of land tliat lay 
beyond them. However, from the inhabitants in thefe parts I got particular inforina- 
tion concernmg the neighbouring nations, ^hich I was in hopes of vifiting at fume 
future period. From thefe I learned that, all along the fca-coaft, and round about 
St. Helena’s Bay, in a low, fteril, and fandy trafl, the Odiquas Nation borders on the 
Suffaquas. The nQxt neighbours to thefe are the Chirigriquas, a more populous and 
wealthy nation, which inhabits a fine grazing country, watered by the great Elephant’s 
River: and thefe again have for their neighbours two great and famous nations, the 
Little Namaquas, who live on the fea-coaft, and the Great Namaquas who refide far- 
ther from it. 

In the excursion I made the preceding fummer, I vifited, in goiing, and returning, 
almoft all the nations that once inhabited the eartern tract or the coaft of Caffraria. 
After parting the mountain called the Hottentots Holland Mountain, I came to a hilly 
and mountainous trad of land, which was inluvbited as far as the hot-back by the 
Koopman Nation ; next to th. fe, on the fea-coaft, were the Sonquas Hottentots, 
whom on my return homewards 1 had to my left. The country of thele latter is rather 
barren, and not much fubjed to the encroachments of the Eur(jpeans. 

Next to the Koopmans is the Heffaqtias Nation ; of this but few remain. And more 
towards“the eaft, near the great and deep river Zonder End, is the country once inha¬ 
bited by the Dunquas Hottentots. 

Gauriquas land extends more to the north-eaftward : this is a very fine country, and 
abounds in grafs; it is watered by a confiderable large river, called Goud’s Rivier, and 
was formerly very populous. 

Travelling further on, and following the fliores of the ocean, one comes to the 
^ Houtniquas Hottentots, who in their hilly and woody country have remained the 
longeft Iheltered from the Europeans; and had hitherto fuffered fo little from their 
encroachments, that of all the Hottentots I had as yet feen, no nation was more confi¬ 
derable in point of numbers, till I came to Kamtous River. 

Farther to the northward, and near the large valley, through which one muft pafs 
..In r.rrU««6-i to Langc Kloof and the adjacent country, occurs the diftrift of the 
always, and eve.ntot8, which is mountainous and abounds in gr.ifs. 
as well as certaiQ the eaft ward, following the coaft, one finds firft the Kamtours Nation, 
by improper dietims^ and laftly the Caflfres. All thefe nations are in poffeffion of hilly 
Though Haves ,.ich meadows, interfered by many, and thofe frequently confiderable 
children baptized, , in fifh. as thefe people have not hitherto been fubjed to the 
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encroachments of the colonills, though a few ^rai:ing farms have already been laid 
out here, they are not only numerous, but a’fo rich and abound greatly in cattle. 

All thefe Hottentots, whom I vifitcd in thear own country, agreed in this particular, 
that they were moflly Ihort, thin, and flendcr, with prominent clieek bones, flat nofes, 
protuberant mouths, peaked chins, crooked backs, and pot-bellies. The colour of 
their tkins was yellowifli, but more or lefs dark from greafe and dirt. Their hair is of 
a Angular nature, curling like wool, and on mod; of them as fhort as the knap* of 
frieze cloth, but foinetimes, though feldotn, of a finger’s length, when it looks like 
twilled yarn ; but few of tljem have any vefliges of a beard; and when they have, it 
is curling like their hair» The other fex always have their brealls hanging down to a 
confidcrablc length. All of them are mad after brandy and tobacco, and lind a pecu¬ 
liar pleafure in tilth and llench. ’ They befmear themfelves with greafe, and powder 
themfclvcs all over with the fetid fubtlance called Bucku, or the powdered leaves of 
the Diofma. A fheep’s-tkin thrown over their Ihoulders, and* another over their loins, 
with a fmall bag for the male, and a fquare bit of tkin for the female fex, conflitute 
almoft the whole of their apparel. Betides this, they alfo wear on their heads a tkin- 
cap, and, by way of ornament, rings of iron or copper round their anns, firings of 
beads round their writls, and rings of leather round their legs. I’hc huts, in which 
they live, are low and fmall, and convex like a hay-ftack. They always lit fquat on 
their arms; are nimble and aftive, but, in general, extremely la^y. Their furniture 
is fcanty and mean. Their dithes are tortoife-fliell. The water they have occafion 
for they keep in the guts of animals, and milk in batkets and goat-tkins. Their wants, 
it is true, are not great; neverthelefs their poverty difplays itfelf in every particular. 

The galcnia Africana was known under the appellation of Kraal Bofeh, and in fome 
places was ufed for fences about the eiiclofurcs for their cattle, when no other buthes 
fit for the purpofc were to be had. 

Almonds were fold here, not by the weight, but by the hundred and thoufand. They 
were bought up in great quantities by officers who went to Batavia, where they could 
fell '.hem to advantage. 

. Strawberries {fragaria vcfca) had been brought from Holland, “and planted out in 
beds in the gardens round the town, 'fhey were tranfplanted every third year. They 
fold at a high price, ^and to great advantage, and were well lafled, though they had 
not fo delicious a flavour as thofe that grow in Europe. 

Mulb»rry-trees (morus nigra], were found at feveral of the farms near the town, and 
produced ripe and tine fruit, which however was feldom ften in the markets. 

In the beginning of September the flaves ufed to weed the cornfields, both the 
barley, which is* ripe \md reaped in November, and the wheat, which is reaped in 
December.' 

An unfortunate accident happened about this time. A himtfman who had accom¬ 
panied Major Baron Von Prehm, the commander of the girrifon here, in a fhort ex- 
curfion into the country, loti one of his hands in confequence of the hurtling of his gun, 
and was brought into the citadel. He had taken aim at a Koor-haen, and pAtbably 
loaded his piece too high. Accidents of this nature are not uncommon in this/:ountry, 
where found and ^ood guns are extremely fcarcc. Many other people had loll a hand 
in the fame manner; and the late (Governor Tulbagh, who from the condition of a 
private foldier had rifen to the highell pitch of honour, h,id loft one of his eyes by the 
burftiug of a gun. I'hc fame misfortune had like to have befallen me alfo this winter, 
as I was fhooting in the harbour at fome of the pelicans, which fly over it every'even¬ 
ing in large flocks. On the firing of the gun, the whole flock was broken into a 
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thoufand fplinters, feveral of which wounded my face and hands. To prevent iTuch 
an accident from happening to me again, the celebrated Captain Ekeberg, who com¬ 
manded a Swedilh (hip that anchored thif year in the road, prefented me with a hand- 
fome and found Swedifh gun, which ever after, during my refidence and travels in 
Africa and the Ifland of Java, was a fafe and conftant defence to me. 

The Loxia Aftrild, on account of its red beak, was called Rood-beckje, or Red-beak, 
andi.was found in great numbers in the farmers’ gardens. They ufually flew in large 
flocks; and lighted in the grafs, fo clofe to the ground that they could not be feen, 
though on account of their multitudes, one was lure to kill a great many of them at 
one iliof, notwithftanding that it is a bird of the fniallefl fiz'e. . 

Turtle-doves (columba riforid) were common in this country, particularly in places 
where there was much under-wood. 'Ehey were felddm eaten by the country-people. 
It is remarkable, that this bird cannot remove from one 'place to another without 
laughing afterwards. This laughing noife, as well as its cooing, always betrays its 
place of abode. The flelh of it tailed rather dry. 

Green Mountain Swallows {inerops (}pii!/icr\\v&e alfo to be feen near fome of the 
farms, and that frequently in the greatcll numbers. 'I'hefe birds are extremely beauti¬ 
ful in their yellow and fea-green attire. In the day-time they feek their food, which 
confilts of infefts, in the fields ; but in the evenings they return in llock.s, chirping in 
fuch a manner as pferfcftly to deafen one. They then all'emblc to'’;c;ther by degrees in 
the gardens, and at length go to rooll in the branches of orange and other trees before 
it grows quite dark. 

J’he month of September was already begun, and the beautil'ul and flow'ery fpring 
making its appearance, put me in mind of preparing for a long journey up the country. 
But here more obllacles and difagreeable circumltances threw thernfelves in my way 
than I could ever have imagined. I’he trifling viaticum I had brought with me from 
Europe, 1 had long ago confumed, and in the feventcen months w'hich I had palled 
here, I had received no fupplies from Holland. ‘At Amllerdam, induc'd, 1 had great 
and powerful patrons in the burgomallers Ryk 'femmink and Van der Poll, together 
with the privy counlellors Van der Deutz and Ten Hoven, by the perfuafions and at. 
the expence of whom I had undertaken this long voyage; but to my great misfortune, 
both of,the governers Tulbagh and Rheede van Oudllioorn, to whom I was llrongly 
recommended, and from whom I had reafon to expedt every lupport, had departed 
this life, the one (lying previoufly to my arrival at the Cape, and the other in. the voy¬ 
age thither. I was therefore allranger in an unknown ^flace, and left to myfelf and 
to my fate till my friends at Amllerdam could be informed of my fituation, and endea¬ 
vour to belter it. Misfortunes I’eldom come fingle; and 1 had now my double portion 
of affliction. For when I intended to take up my falary from the company, it appeared, 

■ that the Ihip in which I had arrived, was come without its mufler-roll. This was there¬ 
fore firll to be brought from Europe, before any one could receive his pay. When 
the Ihip failed from the Texel, the vifitation-officc! s in their hurry had forgot to deliver 
in the nuller-roll, and the captain to demand it. The confequence of this was, that 
none of ^11 thofe that were engaged on board the Ihip, could, during the fpace of two 
or three years, either obtain tlieir pay or Icave'to go home. The vilitation-officers 
(kruyd leefers) are two of the Company’s fervants of the lowell rank,' who are llationed 
in each (hip during the time that the Ihip lic.s at anchor in the I’exel: thefe people have 
the infpeCUon over every thing that is brought on board, and the care of providing the 
Ihips with what they want every day, till they go out to fca. Thefe, who, in order to 
keep account of the officers and crew, had the mufter-roll in their polfeflion, were 
lo interelled 
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interpfted fcoundrels, and more intent upon being treated and bribed, and felling and 
bartering their cheefe and butter, than they were fober and vigilant in the performance 

of their duty. , 

The preceding year I had been obliged to contraft debts to a confiderable amount, 
and had now no other refource left than to encreafe them, efpecially if 1 were to be 
enabled to undertake another expenfive journey into the country, and not to remain an idle 
fpeftator at the Cape. I therefore again had recourfe to M. Bergh, the fecretary of the 
police, who had not only hitherto kindly affifted me with his purfe, but alio generoufly 
opened it to me on this occafion, and thereby enabled me to make another excurfion 
into the interior part of the fouthernmoft point of Africa. 

My equipage was in* moll refpefls the fame as that of the foregoing year, with this 
difference, that inftead of the old broken cart, I had a new one which was tilted with 
fail-cloth. I was alfo now{ the foie poffeffor of it, and avoided being encumbered with 
the ferjeant and gardener, who the year before greatly contijbuted to render a fmall 
cart ftill more infufficient for my wants. Befides boxes, paper, ammunition, and other 
neceffaries, I alfo took with me this year feveral medicines to diftribute among the 
colonills in the interior parts of the country, who might Hand in need of them, and 
had before upon various occafions Ihcwn me the greatell kindnefs. 

For my fellow-traveller I had an Fnglilh gardener^ of the name of Mafon, who had 
been fent hither by the King of England to colled all forts of African plants for the 
gardens at Kew. Mr. Mafon arrived the year before, in the fame Ihip in which Captain 
Cook, with the profeffors Forffer and Sparrman, were to make their celebrated voyage 
round the w'orld, and towards the fouthern pole. He had arrived at the Cape after I 
w'as fet out on my Journey to Caffraria; and fhoitly after this he ma^e an excurfion 
into the country, accompanied by Mr. Oldenburg, w'ho went with him, partly as his 
companion, and partly as his interpreter. Mr. Mafon was well equipped with a large 
and Itrong waggon tilted with fail-cloth, which was driven by an European fervant, 
upon whom he could depend. We had each of us a faddle-horfe, and for our waggon 
we had feveral pair of oxen. 

I'hus we formed a fociety, confiding of three Europeans and four Hottentots, who 
For the fpace of feveral months were to penetrate into the country together, put up with 
whatever we Ihould find, whether good or bad, and frequently feclude ourfelves from 
almoft all the reft of the world, and of the human race. * 


Second Journey into Caffraria, 1773. 

• • 

WITH fo llender an equipage as the before-mentioned, and in fuch a mountainous 
and defert country as Africa, 1 had refolved to make an expedition this fumm#r into 
the country, to the north-eaftward, as lar as the Snow Mountmns; and firft diredling 
my courfe to the northward, to pafs.afterwards through Camdebo, and oth'br moft 
uncultivated trails,twithout taking the,neared and mod beaten road.* 

This refolvc was indeed rather extravagant; yet I would not leave it unfatisfied, 
particularly as it was a matter of indifference to me what parts of the country I vifited, 
provided only they were fuch as I had not feen before, and whero I might colled 
animals and plants hitherto unknown. 


L 2 


My 
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My fellow-travellers and I having fet out from the Cape, on the i ith of September 
1773 , we arrived firlt at one of the Company’s polls, called Jean Befis Kraal, and 
then at Riet Valley, a farm where cows are kept, folely for the governor’s ufe, and 
for the purpofe of furnifliing his table once a week with frefh butter. For this reafon, 
all that travel this road are forbidden to fuffer their horfes or oxen to graze in the 
neighbouring pallures; whereas otherwife all Africa refembles a common, in which 
any one is at liberty to turn his cattle out wherever he pleafes. 

*Dii the right, as we paffed along, lay the Tiger Mountains, and, on our left, the 
Blue Mountains ; over one extremity of which we pafled on horfeback. Thefe, jull 
before they rife, have a few fand-hills fcattered in the front of them, and contain no 
Hones at all that are vifible; fo that they appear, for the greater part, to be merely 
huge fand-hills, formed by the drift-land from the hanbour. 

'I'he whole country was covered with fand and downs,, and abounded in fwamps 
(Valley), which having been filled with water during the winter, now began to pro¬ 
duce fine pafturage for the cattle. For this reafon the fanners here graze only, and 
fow but a fmall quantity of wheat, but pay no attention to the vine. The water is for 
the moll part brackilh, and even this, for the greatell part of the year, is very fcanty. 

T’j rtles were feen here and there in the ponds; and fometimes they were kept in the 
houfes in glafs velTels full of water, for the purpofe of being conveyed to other places. 
At the approach of rainy weather, we were informed that the turtles alw ays rofe higher 
in the glalfes. 

Towards evening we arrived at Mrs. Muller’s farm. 

Among the bulhes in the fands we frequently faw' land-tortoifes crawling, and the 
young ladies in the houfe had ordered the Haves to bring feveral of them home, of 
various fizes, for our repafl. The iejludo puftlla was the moll common fpecies here, 
and it was this w'hich W'as now laid upon the fire for our eating. I Hipped into the 
kitchen on purpofe to fee the mode of drefling it, and found that the girls were cruel 
enough to lay the poor animal wide open on tbs live coals, where, fprawling with its 
head and feet, it was broiled alive, till at length it burfl to pieces with the heat. The 
eggs, which werf in a great number, and confilted of yolk only, were the molt 
lufeious and dcfirablc part of it. 

The roots of fennel were roalled and eaten in the fame manner as thofe of anife. 

The bulbs of the iris cdulis, a plant which grew here in abundance, and decorated 
the fields with a variety of white, yellow, and blue flowers, were brought in great 
quantities by the Haves. 'I’hey were eaten either roalled, boiled, or Hewed with milk, 
and appeared to rne to be both palatable and nourifliing# 

On the 13 th, w'c arrived at the Company’.s poll in GroenQ Kloof, having pafled by 
Dafienberg, Burger’s PoH, and Groene Kloof Mountain. At Burger’s Poll, as well 
as on Koberg, there Hands a cannon, near a high flag-Haft", for the purpofe of fum- 
moning the colonills on this fide pf the country to the Cape on any Hidden approach 
of danger. 

Tl^e country here was a deep fand, and full of downs, which made the roads very 
heavy. The houfes, for want of wood, were built of unbaked clay, formed into 
bricks,^ and dried a little in the air. 

The cattle were infefled with the Hranguary. _ This diforder was remedied by thruH- 
ing a Hraw into the urinary paflage, by means’of which the clod of gum, euphorbia, 
which had fettled there, was removed. This operation, however, was not performed 
without lofs of blood. It was told us for certain, that unlels this obHrmHion was 

removed. 
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removed, the bladder would burft, not from the acrimony of the gum, but from the 
great quantity and preffure of the urine. 

Having refted a few days, we continued cur journey on horfeback by Ganfekraal 
to the fea-fhore. 

The inhabitants caught a halioiis, a kind of cockle, which, as well as mufcles, they 
ate boiled. 

Bgth the variegated and the white Sand Mole {niarmota capenjis and Jfricana) fre¬ 
quented the fandy plains; and were alfo laid to do great damage to the gardens. They 
are caught either in traps, or by digging; in the latter cafe, they dig a hole firft before, 
and afterwards behind that*inade by the animal, or clfe, after hopping up the animal’s 
hole behind, they dig another direftly oppofite to her. 

Charcoal, though it is but feldoin made in this country, which is bare of trees, fo 
that the fmiths mult be fupplied from Europe, I faw prepared in the following manner; 
the wood was placed on one end, as uCual, bur in fuch a nr.mner that the fmaller and 
larger pieces were mingled together. Round this pile were laid reeds, and the whole 
was covered with turf. In the middle, jnd alfo at the fides, was put fome refinous 
wood, by means of which the pile was fet on fire. This being done, the aperture 
at the top was covered up clofely with turf. AH around the bottom feveral air-holes 
were left, which, as foon as the fire began to blaje forth, were fucceflively flopped 
up, and the fidcs v'cre gradually preffed more and more clofely •together. In a few 
days, when the operation was linilited, the pile was opened, and w'hat fire remained 
was thoroughly extinguifhed with w'ater. The whole pile was no larger than a 
hay-ftack. 

The Bucku {diofma\ which was colledled here by the Hottentots;, was firft dried 
in the fhade, and afterwards over the fire, before it was pulverized. 

I alfo vifited the Salt Pan, which was fituate at a fliort diflance from the fea-Ihore. 
It w^as at this time full of water. The name of Salt Pans is given, in this country, to 
large colledtions of falt-watcr ; which, when the winter rams have ccafed, partly in 
confcquence of the heat of tiiefun, anci partly of the violence of the winds, gradually 
.evaporate, and precipitate a fait, which the colonifts colled: for their own ufc. The 
cryilallizafion is the moft powerful in the months of November and December, and in 
the middle of the day, between the hours of ten and three. During that time, one 
may plainly fee the Talt, fomowhat like the cream of milk, firft cryftallize on the fur- 
face, tilli, in confcquLrice of its own weight, it finks to the bottom. This faline in- 
cruftation is very fine, and yields a fine fait, which muft be colleded as faft as it 
cryftallizes, and is driven by the fbiith-eaft W'inds towards the north-weftern fidei 
Unlefs this be done, tliv incruftation will fall to the boftem in feveral different ftrata, 
forming a thick bod of a coarfe-giaiucd fait, which is frequently of a grey colour, 
from the admixture of dirt, and is ufed for falling fifh and meat. On the other hand,* 
the fine fait, being cleaner atid whiter, is uftd for the table only, and for faking frelh 
butter. 

On the 19 th of September we fet off from Groene Kloof, leaving to the r^ht the 
chain of mountains called Burger’s l\ift, and, to the left, Groene Kloof Mountain. 
Before us, a little to the right, we liad the Reebokfkop, and, in front of that, we 
deferied the Kontdfberg, behimi whi«h we law the Baboons Mountain. 

Having pafled thefe mountains, the level couiify prefented to our view Ribeck 
Kafteel,' Four-and-tweiity Rivers Mountain, and Piquet Mountain, together with a 
great number roe-bucks {jnprii)^ hart beafts {capra dorcas'), StCen-bocks (^aipra 
grimmia), and diving bucks {duykers capra), befides Korrhaens and oftriches. 


We 
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We paffed by Papenkuyls Fountain, and Uylekraal, to a farm belonging to Jan 
Slabbert. 

On the 2 2 d we arrived at Saldahna iBay, w'hich has many iflands and dangerous 
Ihoals, fome of which have only three fathom water. On Foundling Ifland train-oil is 
prepared from feals in earthen pans, in which it is firft expofed to the heat of the fun to 
evaporate. After this, it is boiled in a kettle, at firft with wood, and then with fuch 
remains of the blubber as will yield no more oil. There are feveral iflands lying near 
this harbour, fuch as Fundling Eyland, Taxen Kyland, Jutland, remarkable for its large 
hills of ftone, Meuven Eyland, Daflin Eyland, and Schaapen Eyland, all of which are 
very ftony, and, on account of their rocks, difficult of accefsTo the fliips. 

In Taxen Ifland, rabbits have greatly increafed fince they were carried thither, and 
are now to be found in great abundance. 

Daflin Ifland, in particular, is an afylum for the penguins- {d'lomedea), a kind of fea- 
fowl, which cannot fly at all, but dive the better on that account, and pafs moft of their 
time out at fea. 

Tlie fliips but feldom enter this harbour, ^nd then no other than fuch as come too 
clofe under the coaft, fo that they cannot make the road of the Cape. The harbour 
makes feveral windings, and various winds are requifite for fhips to fail out of it. 

On the 28 th, we purfued our tourney to Witteklipp, an eftate belonging to Tobias 
Moftert, which received its name from a little mountain, or large.infulated rock, fitu- 
ated near it, and of a fingular appearance, on account of its bare and white furface, 
formed, not by lime, as the inhabitants of the jilace imagined, but by a white mofs 
{byjfus laSfea). In front, on the fide next to the houfe, this rock had a large excava¬ 
tion, in the form of a crefeent, with a vaulted roof. It was no eafy matter to come at 
this fingular cavity, as the part of the rock that flood before it was not only very fteep, 
but alfo convex, and at the fame time very flippery, except a few channels that ran 
longitudinally downwards, and were formed by the rain-water. 1 had, neverthelels, a 
ftrong inclination to reconnoitre it, as I faw a ft-w fwallows that had their nefts there 
flying into it, and, as I imagined, that fome cujious plants might be found there. I 
therefore took off fny ftioes and {lockings, and made a Ihift to clamber up thither bare¬ 
foot, but found more difficulty in getting down again ; and, as no other defeent was 
prafticajile, I Aid down the rock upon my breech by the fame way. This cavity, which 
probably feldom receives fuch vifitors, had nothing remarkable'‘in it, befides a dead 
fwallow (Jnrundo apus\ the fingularity of its form, and the difficulty of its jvx'efs. It 
was about four fathoms from the foot of the rock, nearly in the middle of it, and a 
couple of fathoms wide and high. 

Oftriches were very common in this trafl. It was faid that a maie oftrich makes a 
neft with three or four females, which, together, lay twenty or thirty eggs, on which 
they fit by turns in a hole they have made with their feet by trampling in the fand. 

A kind of wild dogs, which werf* here called jackalls, and are the fame as Samfon’s 
foxes mentioned in Scripture, frequented thefe plains in large troops. They caught a 
great humber of the wild goats or antelopes), that abound here, as well as of oftriches, 
in the hunting of which they fet up a regular cry, furrounding the game firft at a dif- 
tance, and approaching nearer to it by degrees. They likewife committed great havock 
among the farm.";rs’ Iheep, unlefs thefe were carefully guarded by 'ihepherds furnifhed 
with fire-arms. 

It is only in the fpring and in the beginning of fummer that thefe low fandy plains are 
adorned with flowers. After the fouth-eaft winds and the drought have fet in, the feeds 
of thefe flowers are quickly fcattered over the fields, often before they are quite ripe. 

For 
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For this reafon I was obliged, when making colleftions for the botanical gardens of 
Europe, efpecially of the annual plants, to gather the feeds in an unripe ftato, and lay 
them up in paper to dry and ripen gradually. . 

On the 30 th we arrived at Honingklipp, a farm belonging to Nicholas Klein. 

The crows {corvus Hottentottus) here were feen fitting on the backs of the cows, 
and picking infects ’^acari) out of them, by which at times they were much infefted. 
Thele creatures alfo were accuftomed to picking the wheat out of the fields immediately 
after it had been fbwn. 

Here 1 faw a tame Griefbok or Greybuck (capra\ of the fize of a middling lamb, 
that hatl been caught m,the*fandy fields. Both this fpecies, and that called Steinboks, 
were reported to hide their heads, in the idea that nobody can fee them, for which 
reafon allb they feldom run out ffom among the bufhes, till one is come quite dole to 
them. 

The thickets in the fandy plains confided folely of tall and flcbder fhrubs from four to 
fix feel high. "J'heir trunks and branches were frequently fo fmall and flender as to be 
unfit for fuel, though they afforded fuflitjent retreats for various fpecies of game. To 
me they were often very troublcfome, in hiding from me a number of fmall birds, which 
I had Ihot down from their fupple twigs. 

We continued our journey, paffmg Patryfkerg, and fame to a farm of Peter Lofper’s, 
called Rofendal. , • 

On the firll of Odober we vifited another eftate of Lofper’s. This country, fituated 
between the bays of Saldahna and St. Helena, near the lea-lhorc, was low, abounding 
in fand-hilis and pools of water, now fwelled by the winter rains and by Mountain River. 

We intended to have arrived at Mountain River on the I'econd of this month, but 
could not attempt it by reafon of the depth of water in the above-mentioned pools, and 
thus we could not get to the eftate of tme P.Ielk, for which purpofe we otherwife might 
have ertiffed the river in a boat; we were therefore obliged to go on to Brandt’s houfe 
on the Salt River, and from thence to an eftate of his Ion’s near Matje’s P'otmtain. 

This Sa.lt River (Zout Rivier) is difibrent from that near the Cape, and which, from 
tl]efame quality, derives the fame name. It happens frequently that*illands and moun¬ 
tains, as allb eltates, iu different places pafs by the fame names, a circumftance which 
caufes a great confulion m the geography of this country. As to the ellates, the^ames 
of which are propofed By the farmers, and confirmed by government, this might eafily 
be remeilietl, if the govc.-nor paid a little more attention to fuch a vaft colony, the extent 
of which many times exceeds that of the Seven United Provinces in Europe. But con- 
fidering that the whole colony,‘as well as the town, though founded near one hundred‘’■ 
and fifty years ago* as yet pal’s by no other name than that of the Cape, which fulE- 
ciently fhews great carelelfnefs and a bad police ; it is not furprifing that the farms often 
obtain the moll abfurd names. 

The Hottentots had fuch a quantity of leather thongs about their legs, as even to 
reach above their calves, infomuch that by them they were freed fiom the danger of 
being bitten by venomous ferpents, for whi^'h purpofe 1 I'uppofc it probable theyVore 
them. ^ 

The gold-finches (loxia orix) were iRid firft to devour the bloflbms of the wheat 
(anther<e tridl’i), and afu rwards the corn itfelf. They are feeu here in innumerable 
flocks, efpecially near fuch rivers as are overgrown with tall reeds, on which they build 
their uefls, from whence their diirping, efpecially towards evening when they come to 
rooft, is heard at a great diftunce. d'he hen is always of a grey colour ;*but, from’the 
month of July till January, the blood-red feathers of the cock gradually make their ap¬ 
pearance. 
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pearancc. This bird is fomcwhat linaller than the loxia capcnds^ and has fmaller eggs, 
which are perfectly grcoii; whereas the hxia capenfts lay grey eggs with black fpots, ' 
and fomewhat larger. This bird is, !ik«e the whole genus of loxia, very llupid, and 
confequently the more difficult to frighten from the wheat-fields, where the mifehief 
it does to the hufbandmen is often great. Though confiderable numbers of them arc 
fhot, yet they immediately return, heedlefs of ilanger. 

The Korrhaens w'ere obferved to devour the buds of the cotida turbinnta, which was 
common in all the low and fandy plains. 

On the 3d, w^e arrived at the elfate of Floris Fifher. This trad, from the Groene 
Kloof (Green Valley) and ffiil farther, was called Zwartland, and had a church of its 
ow'ii. Ever fincc the death of the vicar, which at that time was three yt’ars, tltis had 
been vacant, no one being arrived from Holland tofucceed him. Ncvc-rthcleis. fervice 
was performed here once a month by a clergyman from the town : tli; lai mers had a 
long w^ay to church, foihe of them two days journey. 

We penetrated, on the 5th, farther up into the country, along and beyond tlie Jllack 
Mountain to Stoffel Smidt’s. 'I’he fand-hilL'vvanilhed by degrees, and the country be¬ 
came both more lofty and of a firmer nature. 

I’hc cyancUa capenjis (Raapuyntjes), a kind of onion, w'as roafled for the table of llic 
farmers. •> 

The vifeum JEt!jioJ>icum was ufed in diarrhoeas, and alfo for tea,. 

On the 6th, we arrived at young Stabbert’s, and had Picketberg behind us to 
the left. 

When one is at the Cape, this part of the country rifes to the view', like a ridge of 
contiguous mountains; but, on approaching them, I difeovered, that the hills are 
divided, and form feveral diftindf ridges. Rilieck Kafleel is a ridge of mountains, 
extending from call to weft, till the Zwarte Jlcrge (or Black Mountains) dole the 
ridge. Thefe therefore do not run parallel with the long trad of mountains that lie 
higher up the country. 

We proceeded farther to Cornelis Gofen’s farm, who is a laddler, and where I was 
obliged to leave one of my oxen that proved lame in the loins, and was rendei ed unljt 
for the journey. The great mountain river (Berg Rivier), to which we were now 
arrived-, Irad, through the great quantity of rain that had falleti, become impallable at 
the ufual fording place near Vleermuys, fo that we croffed it o'n the 7th, in the ferry 
near Pit Juber’s farm. 

This man keeps the ferry in order and going, and thereby gets a fnug fum of money 
yearly; for, each farm fituated on the oppofite fide' contributes eight gilders per 
annum, and befidcs this, he has the advantage of cafual paflengefs. It is to be ob¬ 
ferved, that every faniicr is obliged to pay his quota towards the keeping of this ferry, 
let him be rich or poor, and whether he ufes it or not; for many of them do not, but 
repair to tov/n w'ith their‘goods iii fummer, when the w'ater is low and fordable, eafily 
by their waggons. 

k’rbm hence we direfted our courfe to Johannes Licbenberg’s, where we began to 
fee vineyards and gardens with lemon and orange trees. 'I'he road was now per- 
Tdly hard, confifting of reddifh rocks, and the fields were tolerably well covered 
with grafs. . ‘ 

On the 8th, we proceeded to Chriftian Liebenberg’s farm, and, on ,the 9th, to 
Gert Kemp’s, near Daffi Klipp, aitd afterwards palled by Frederik Leibenberg’s, 
croffed the difficult paffage of Kartous Kloof to Wilhelm Burger’s, where we arrjved 
Jn the evening wet and terrified, the rain having continued during the whole time of 

7 our 
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qur paffing the mountains, which were befides fo fteep as none but thofe who have 
travelled over them can well conceive. Kartous Kloof, which crofTes the fame ridge 
as Roode Zand Kloof, but lower down towards the northern end, is alfo confidered 
by the hufbandmen as one of the mofl: difficult roads that go acrofs the African moun¬ 
tains. It is not very high at the weftem part, but becomes the more terrifying on 
that account to the eaftern fide, being there very fteep and the road very llony and 
narrow, with an abyfs to the left. The driving a hand’s-breadth only out of the tra<^ 
may demolifli waggon, oxen, and driver, and the paffing was now made more diffi¬ 
cult from the frequent ftunibling of the cattle, owing to the flipperinefs of the road, 
which was occafioned by. incefl'ant rains. The farm was fituated juft at the foot of the 
mountain where we arrived, to the great aftoniffiment of the farmer and his wife. 

This fpot is like Roode Zand, *a broad valley furrounded by mountains, watered by 
a rivulet, called Olyfant’s (Or Elephant’s) Rivier, and abounding in grafs. It is entirely 
feparated from Roode Zand by Winterhoek and other ridges of mountains. Ht)wever 
it differs thus far from Roode Zand, that it lies much lower, and is likewife confidera- 
bly narrower, being only a few muiket-ffiqt broad. 

On the loth, happy to find our vehicle in a tolerable condition, after fo dangerous 
a journey, we let out to Skalk Burger’s, and crofl'ed the Elephant’s River, which we 
afterwards had to the left. • 

After taking a hea*-ty breakfaft, we fet out for the warm-bath, •fituated at a finall 
diftance from the farm- The road thither was very low, fwampy, and troublefome, 
till we approached the foot of the mountain. This Olyfant’s warm-bath is alfo called 
F.ngel Bath, after the attorney-general Engelman, who caufed it to be cleaned and 
dug, and erected a handfome ftone building at the Company’s expence, for the accom¬ 
modation of the bathers. The veins of this fpring arife from the eallern fide of this 
long trad of mountains fomewhat above the foot of them, in a cleft which inclines to 
the fouthward, and there forms a crols cleft. Of thefe veins there are many, but 
three of them in particular, carry the water into feveral fmall huts, for the colonifts, 
(laves, and Hottentots, for each of thefe feparate huts. All of them have three or 
four (teps going into the water for the bathers to fit on, and are alfo floored on one 
fide for them to lie on, whilft they arc fweating. This water is not boiling-hot, but 
lukewarm, has no tafte, leaves no fediment, but had only fome green vegetable 
matter (conferva) growing in its runnels. It lies on the fame fide of the fame range of 
mountains^ and is of the fame nature with the warm-bath already deferibed at Brand 
Valley. With this water as well as with the former, linen may be waffled without being 
ftained, and viduals drefl'ed without any difagrceable tafte being imparted to them • 
by it; the blue-colour of‘fugar-paper is not changed. The f;.rms here have vineyards 
and orchards, and excellent fodder for cattle. 

The mountains to the right divide Bocke-veld from this valley, and feem to form 
five confiderable ridges feparated by deep valleys, wliich, wken we fired, gave reite¬ 
rated echoes, like thofe that are heard after thunder. A high and flat mountain here, 
with two heads at each end, was called the Little Table Mountain. » 

On the I ith, we rode paft Andrew Lubbe’s, to a farm belonging to Peter Ggus. 

Idons and other beads of prey are, hi prefent, fo effedlually feared and routed out 
of thefe mountainous traffs, that the farms are feldom vifitod by them: neverthelefs 
the fanner .continues paying to the Company the old tax, called Lion and Tyger 
Money. This tax is paid by each burgher, at the rate of four rix-dollars for 
lion? and two guilders for tyger-money; out of which fund, at the thne when 'the 
colony began to extend itfelf, and when the colonifts were much infefted by wild 
von. XVI. M «• beads. 
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hearts, a certain premium was paid to every one who killed or caught any of thefts 
animals. . At firft, government paid fixteen rix-dollars for a lion, and ten guilders 
for a tyger, after which the fum was dkniniflied to ten rix-dollars for a lion’s, and fix 
guilders for a tyger’s Ikin; but, at prefent, thefe animals being fo far extirpated that 
there are fcldoni any of them to be feen, the premium is difeontinued, excepting in 
cafe they are brought alive to the Cape, which is hardly prafticable. This tax, never- 
tbelefs, is not aboliflied, although its inftitution has liad the defired effed, and the caufe 
has ceafed ; but, in the fame manner as in many other countries, has aflumed the nature 
of taxes and funds. 

Befidcs the annual tax which the farmer pays for his 'farrji, he pays alfo for wax- 
candles four rix-dollars a year, for every horfe, one ftiver, and for every hundred 
flieep, one guilder. Each farmer, whether he be ^i<^h or poor, whether polVefl'ed of a 
large or fmall farm, pays for mending the roads and ftreefs. The bridge and ferry- 
money all pay alike, leV their road lead them that way or not; but then they are ex¬ 
empt from all billettings, crown duties, tithes, clearing the roads, furniftiing horfes for 
travelling, day-labour, &c. , 

I faw here a girl that had had the mealies three years before, which had left behind 
them black and blue maiks on her forehead, and under her eyes ( fugillationcs'), which 
were of a greenilh cart. They giiierally remained two or three weeks, then went away, 
and afterwards returned. The parts above-mentioned were particularly afl’eded by 
thefe fpots, though they appeared alfo in other places, as for inflance, in her hands 
atid arms. 

A farmer advanced in years, likew'ife, had fallen into a decline after the mealies; 
however, he was perfcQly rellored by what I ordered him. 

On the following days we proceeded along the valley to Barent Lubbe’s farm, part 
Pickenier’s Kloof, and Matton’s farm, which lay to the left of us. 

On the i4ih, the country began to grow hilly, and we arrived at young Baren> 
Lubbe’s, at the end of the cleft. ' 

'J’hc root of the fpecies of Stoebe, which grew here, fmelt quite like valerian (yalc^ 
riana phu), and might poflibly have the fame efi'edf as this plant has in the epilt-pfy. , 
On the 15th, we proceeded on our journey, furniflied with a few days’ provifion, 
and rrvsant to get over the mountains to Kis Koopman’s farm, from thence to Spannen- 
berg’s, over the river Dorn, and, finally, as far as Clas Lofpef’s farm, which is fitu- 
ated in the lowcrmolt Bocke-veld ; but we had not got far up the iiKHintain before a 
misfortune befel us, through the carelelfnefs of the driver. Our cart overturned, and 
one of the lliafts were broken ; fo that it was impolTible for us to proceed any farther 
acrofs thefe uninhabited mountains. We were, therefore, under the neccllity of re¬ 
medying the evil as well as we cotdd, by tying the lhaft up with cords, and returning 
to the farmer, to alter tlje plan of our journey. 

After having ftill more comple'tely repaired our fliattercd vehicle, we refolved to let 
both the waggon and cart go llowly hack, through Pickenier’s Kloof, and afterwards, 
up the country, through Roode Zand’s Kloof to Ru-ale Zand, there to reft and wait 
for ouf arrival. In the meantime 1 and my Englifh travelling companion made a tour 
on horfeback farther back into the valley to Gftus’s farm, and parted through the long 
vale, called Eland’s Kloof, acrofs the mouniains to Bernard Foi'fter’s, in the Koude 
Bocke-veld, as it is called, or Cold Goat’s-field. Eland’s Kloof was very, broad, and 
had a large river in it. This country, which is fituaied between flic lowermoft, or 
warm Bocke-veld, and between Olyfant’s Kloof and Carro-veld, lies very high, and is, 
in the win|pr, very cold, although not fo cold as at Rogge-veld, which lies farther to 
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the other fide of the Carrow, and whofe inhabitants, for feveral months in the year, 
that is, from April to September, are obliged, on account of the fnow and cold, to 
remove down to the lower and warmer Carrow, which, at that time, is plentTfully fup- 
plied with water by ihowers of rain, attended with thunder. Thofe that inhabited this 
Bocke-veld fometimes remove acrofs the mountains with their cattle to Carrow, though 
this is ftriaiy prohibited. 

A ferpent, called Boomflang, was faid to get into the trees, and fwallow the bit ds it 
found there; and the Roodbeckjes (Loxia Aftrild) made great havock in the gardens, 
where they devoured both bloffoms and feeds. 

The wild-goats (SteeuJ)ocks), and particularly the diving-goats (Duykers), damaged 
the gardens greatly, where they ate off the buds of the trees. The leaping-goats 
(Springboks) alfo do a great deal of mifehief in the wheat-fields, cfpecially as they 
come in troops, and cannot be caught cafily, either by fnares or fpring-guns, but mull 
be Ihot with rifle-barrelled guns in the corn-fields when they cciine there. This is done 
in the following manner ; a man digs a hole in the field, where he can fit unfeen, till 
the animal approaches near enough to be (ired at with a rifle-barrelled gun. 

The cold Bocke-veld is nearly as broad as Olyfant’s Kloof, furrounded by high 
mountains on all fides, which clofe together to the north-weftward, leaving only a nar¬ 
row pafl'age to a fmall plain, fituate on the other ^de of it. Snow fometimes falls 
here, and lies for a while undiflblved. • 

As cold as this country is, llill it was formerly much more inhabited by the Hotten¬ 
tots than it is at prefent by the Europeans, who only occupy a few farms in it. All 
over the country the Hottentots live together, many in a community, fometimes to the 
amount of feveral hundreds in a village, feed on roots, and the flcfli of wild beafts, and 
of their own herds (which have the whole country open to them for their paflurage), 
and at the fame time are fatisfied with a little. On the other hand, every colonift has 
a farm to himfelf, part of which mull be laid out in wheat-fields and vineyards, befides 
which, his herds of cattle muft be lafge and numerous. Wild beafts are deftroyed 
without n.ercy, confideration, nr economy, infomuch that fome are killed for amufe- 
ment, and others are deftroyed'on account of the damage they do, and for their fkins 
or hides. 

As for the reft, the Bocke-veld is tolerably fmooth, without trees or bullies: except 
a few low rhinoceros Ifuflies, which are feldora to be met with j it bears only grafs, and, 
in fome pkces, a kind of tall rulhes. Near the mountains are fometimes feen a few 
low and fcattered trees of the prQtca gradijlora fpccics (Waageboora). 

The whole of this country Hhs received its name from the Spring-bocks {cdpra pygar- 
gus), which refide'here in fcattered herds, and, in certain years, migrate hither from 
the more remote tracks of the continent in aftonilhing numbers. 

The mountains which lie on each fide are quite barren, like an old wall, and rife up 
boldly without any foot projecting from them, or any hillocks lying directly before them, 
as is ufual with other mountains. I’hey feern to be greatly worn and confirmed by the 
operation of the air upon them, and will probably, in time, undergo confiderabl<? alte¬ 
rations in their external appearance. The air deftroys the cohefion of fome parts, and 
caufes them to crumble away into fmall particles, which are afterwards carried* off by 
the rain, not to merftion larger fragments, which fometimes fall off ffo'm the main body, 
and the cavities formed by the ftagnation of the rain-water on their furface. 

The rocks, which had many fliarp projecting points, were fometimes compofed of 
quartzofe-ftones, quartz-rubble, and fand-ftone cemented together. From moifture 
thefe crack, and, getting loofe, fall out, and roll down in large pieces. Hence the 
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mountains look, as though they were torn afunder, and themfelves proclaim their own 
vaft antiquity and decay. I’hefe mountains differ greatly in the hardnefs of their rocky 
parts; and, confequently, they muff differ in their diffolution. In many parts of them 
pebble-ftones were found inlaid in large duffers, fometimes to the amount of a hundred 
and more. Here were likewife to be feen large hills confifting of fand-ffone, which 
at the bottom was as white as chalk, and friable, and at the top yellow, with a mix- 
tiy'e of yellow and red tints. In the valleys and near the rivulets, \yas found the fineft 
fand, which muff doubtlefs have been brought down from the mountains and their ad¬ 
jacent hills by the rain-water. In the Bocke-veld mountains to the eaffward, the ffrata 
lie obliquely, as if one fide of the mountain had funk down' j tl^e broader ffrata alfo were 
lower to the north-weff than to the fouth-eaff end. 

Thefe large and high chains of mountains, therefore, which lie in feveral rows, di¬ 
vided by broader and fmaller clefts and openings, are the Aips of the fouthern parts of 
Africa. ' 

The Spring-buck (jcapra pyg^rgus) does not refide in the mountains like the roe-buck, 
nor in the thickets like the Steen-bock, or,Duykers-bock, (where the hounds would 
eafily catch him, as he could not run very faff there) but in the ojren fields, where he 
makes the fineft and moll furprifing leaps that can be imagined, frequently above fix 
feet high. , 

Among the fcw'flirubs that grew in the mountains, 1 found hefe that curious fhrub 
the fly-bulh (roridula dentata), the leaves of which are covered with fine hairs, and a 
tough glutinous I'ubftance, to which fmaller infeds adhere. It is placed in the houfes 
for the purpofe of catching flics. 

On the 18th, we rode to Ifaac Vifage’s; the fheep here are counted morning and 
evening, viz. when they are turned out and brought home, and are marked in one or 
both years, that they may be known again when they come to be mingled with others. 
This counting of the flieep w'as alw ays the miftrefs’s bufinefs, w ho had alfo given to each 
ffieep a particular name. An excellent memory and daily praefice had lu Iharpeiicd 
her attention in this refpecl, that, if one amongft feveral hundred Iheep were ablent, Ih.e 
miffed it imraediafely. 

On the 19th, we palled Nicholas Janfon’s farm, in our way to Carl van dcr Mcrweli. 

A I'able Mountain which Hands fingle and alone in the middle of the country, is, to 
the north-weff, flat at top, and deep on the fide, but, to the I’outh-eaff, it is convex, 
flopes off gradually, and is very high. The wheat here had not yet got into the car, 
which however we faw it had already done on the other fide of the mountain, and tiu- 
peafe were now lowing. Here they both low and reaj) a couple of months later than 
they do nearer the Cape, and in the country which lies lower *011 the' other fide of it. 

Although the hulbandvuin, rh.it inhabits thefe mountains, lives 1 <) high, yet he always 
(though very improperly) calls it travelling up to the Cape, where the country lies 
much lower. < ' 

The great wheel of the African plough has eight fpokes, and is fo made (at the fame 
time'that it is provided w'ith an iron plate) that it cannot be taken off', 'fhe finall 
wheel ^to the left has only four fpokes, and runs always on the grafs ridge, and thus 
keeps the plough even. 

On the 20th, we travelled on to William Pretoris’s, whofe f^rm Hands in a very 
good fituation; but the weather, in the months of June, July and Auguff, ,is fo fevere, 
that much fnow falls, fometimes for days together, and icicles are formed and adhere to 
the ‘eaves of the roof. All the calves, lambs, and goats that are brought forth during 
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the froli:, die of cold and hunger in the ftables in which they are kept fi)ut up, without 
a poflibility of their being turned out to grafs. 

We travelled afterwards part two farms belonging to Jan Rafmus and Van Heere, to 
that of Jacob Pinard’s, where was a fmall wood. The mailer and his wife were not at 
home, but only two Haves and fome I lottcntot children ; w^e were therefore obliged to 
content ourfelves with having a dry covering over our heads for the night, without any 
thing to eat or drink, although we had travelled without food all the day long, and h^ 
feveral miles to go to the next farm. 

As no entertainment was lo be had here, we fet out early the next morning, being 
the 2ill, to Skalk van Ileere’s, where we were kindly received, and entertained both 
with breakfalf and a tolerable good glafs of wine of the growth of the country. 

Here commenced the warm Bocke-veld, which was fereened from the cold by high 
mountains and hills, fome of which were very fteep, and which we had this day 
defeended. 

The warm Bocke-veld lies therefore much lower, and, in proportion to its fituation, 
is much lefs cold. In the cold Bocke-vwld, the vine can only be cultivated in two 
places, and then does not arrive at perfed maturity, but, in the warm, it thrives better 
and yields better wine. The warm Bocke-veld is a fmall tracT of land, neither very 
broad nor very long, but rather of a round form, an»l encircled by mountains. I'he 
out-let from it is by a narrow opening near Moltertfhoek and Hex Rfvier. The land is 
level, all over covered with grafs, and has but a very few Spring-bucks left, which have 
been for the mofl part hunted out of the country. 

As two young farmers were this day to travel on Iiorfeback, the neareft way acrofs 
the high mountains to Roodc Zand, that lies on the other fide of them, <tve determined 
to embrace the opportunity, and accompany them thither; but my travelling companion, 
after wc had got to a little diflancc up the mountain, finding he had forgot his faddle- 
bag, was obliged to return for it, ant| our weary horfes not being able to go very fall 
in that mountainous country, we were left in the lurch by our guides, and, lofing the 
track, uere obliged to return to the farm by the fame way as we came. From thence 
we gode through a great part of the warm Bocke-veld, and before Evening arrived to 
a handfome farm abounding in cattle, milk, and butter, which belonged to Peter 
Funcre. ^ 

From hence wc had no other road to Roode Zand than by Moftertfhoek, through 
a valley which was very narrow and low, between very high mountains projcUing on 
each fide. But this jouiney w^as hazardous at fuel) time of the year when the large 
and wide rivulets which w'c had to ford in the dale were brirn-full. 

In order to pafs with flifety over this dangerous fpot, we liirt J a j'ervant, who, being 
acquainted with the country, was to precede us on horfeback, and point out to us the 
moft fhallow places. 

On the 2 2d of Oftobor wc fet out on our journey.* 

On our entering of Moftertflioek, the road was very ffony, mountainous, and fteep, 
and we had afterwards feveral ftreams to ford and branches of rivers, fuch as Brug'-drift, 
Stroom-drift, FJfe Rivier, and Diep-driit, befides feveral fmaller branches of jbrooks, 
which, uniting, form the great Breede *Rivier. Thefe places were the more dangerous 
to crofs, as the water not only flood up to the horfes’ fidcs, but the bottom was full of 
large round ftones, that had rolled down from the mountains, fo that the horfes could 
fcarcely get on; and frequently the rapidity of the ftream was fuch that they could with 
great difficulty keep the traft. 


Near 
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Near thefe ftreams grew feveral fhrubs, efpecially fome of the Geranium kind, that 
fent forth a pleafant, ftrong, and refrefliing odour. 

At length we arrived fafely at De«Wett’s at Roode Zand, where our oxen had 
already refted thenifelves, juid gathered ftrength and flefli for our intended journey. 

On Winterhoek, a mountain which terminates Roode Zand to the northward, and 
divides it from Olyfant’s Kloof, there Itiil lay a great deal of hail. 

• Gli is, in the Hottentot language, the name of an umbelliferous plant, the root of 
which, dried and reduced to powder, they mix with cold water and honey in a trough, 
and after letting it ferment for tlie fpace of one night, obtain a fpecies of mead, which 
they drink in order to throw themfelves into a Hate of intoxication. A couple of glafles 
are faid to be fjiflicicnt for the. purpofe, and no head-ache enfues. Of the pulverized 
root, two handfuls only are taken. ‘ 

This year 1 examined thc mountains at Winterhoek much more narrowly than I had 
done lafl year, and as high as to their very fummits. The fly-bufli grew here in abun¬ 
dance, and the fcarce plant, called profea nana, the flower of which refembles the dog- 
rofe, was found only in this place. On one fide of the mountain was a fine cafeade 
that fell down a perpendicular precipice, under which there was a hollow in the moun¬ 
tain filled with feveral bufhes. My inclination called me thither, and 1 mult have gone 
a very round-about way to it, hr.d 1 not ventured to take a leap of about twenty or 
twenty four yards‘in height, which 1 did without being hurt in. the lealt, the bulhes 
preventing me from making a hard fall. Among other rare plants alfo which 1 found 
here, was the difa carutca. 

_ In thefe mountains were found an elegant red Hate, confilling of thni kiminte, and 
difpofed in bread flrata. The fame lubflancc was alfo to be feen in large pieces that 
had fallen down from the higher parts of the mountain, and difpofed in llrata with other 
ftony matter, like a marble. It appeared ftrange to me, that I did not, either here, or 
in any other mountains, meet with any lime-flone, or calcareous hill, nor with any mar¬ 
ble nor flint, excepting a radiated Gypfum, which 1 found in the mountain near Hex 
Rivier. Here I law a farmer’s wife, who, through good living anti indolence, was 
grown to fuch a fize, and was fo fat withal, that, excepting one more in antnher' part 
of this country, I never faw her equal. On her way to the Cape, fhc had fullered her- 
felf tq be weighed; and flie then weighed three hundred and thirty four pounds or 
twenty-fix ftone, horfeman’s weight. * 

That Roode Zand is nothing but a valley between high mountains, running nearly 
parallel to the each other, I could clearly perceive from this circumltance, that in the 
hollows, where the torrents of water had fwept away the earth, and dug out channels 
of one or two fathoms depth, the ground appeared to confilt of the naked rock, with 
its flrata, that flood up on their edge almofl perpendicular, and only a little inclining 
to the fouth-eaft. I'hefe flrata were much foftened by the water, of a loofe texture 
and whitifh, refembling »an indifrated clay; in their infterfliccs, they harboured fand’ 
which the water had carried down and difeharged there. ’ 

The farms hereabouts are not very far afunder, and the colonifls are in general in 
good <prcumflances. The vineyards were numerous, of wheat there was a great quan- 
tity fown, and orchards were planted every where, fo that the country produced the 
moft profitable articles, fuch as wine, wheat, • oranges and lemons. The cold might 
neverthelefs be very fevere here at times; and it was reported, that its intenfenefs the 
laftyear had done great damage to the vines, and, in feme places, abfolutely deftroyed 


As 



thunberg’s account of the cape of «ood hope. 87 

• 

As to cattle and fheep, more are kept here by the farmers than are wanted for their 
own confumption and ufe; and draught-oxen they fometimes buy from other places. 

A fraall dove (perhaps the fmalleft of the dove kind) called Maquas Duyv (columba 
capenfts) frequented the gardens, and there fought its food, which confifted moftly of 
feeds. 

The ixia bulbifera, a bulbous plant with a red flower, grew here in the greatefl: 
abundance. When one approached the place where it grew, it feemed to be but thinly 
fcattered over the field, but at a diftance the ground appeared as if it were covert^ 
with fcarlet cloth. 

In like manner, here and here only, was lound befide the brooks, a green variety of 
the ixia fuaculata, another tall bulbous plant, which is as elegant as Angular, with its 
long clufier of green flowers growing out like an ear of corn, and is fo qxtremcly fcarce 
all over the world. 

On tlie aSih, proceeding on our journey, we crofled Breedr; Rivier; the branches 
of which went meandering on fo far before us on our route, that we were obliged to ford 
them feveral times before we could reach Jan Slabbert’s farm, where we took up our 
night’s lodging. 

On the 29th, we came to Philip Plaifir’s near SalFraan’s Kloof, a place where there 
is a foot-path acrofs the mountains, along wliich one may go on horfe-back. 

Travelling ftill farther, we arrived at Jan de ToiV The country now began to 
grow broader and flatter. Toi’s Kloof again is the name of the foot-path here, leading 
over the mountains ; which alfo may be travelled over on horfe-back, and brings one 
to Drakenlfein, direftly oppofite Paarl. 

We now left Breede Rivier to the right; and the level flat country w'hich here lies 
about the llrcam, and is at times inundated by it, is called Goudena. 

Farther on lies Brand Valley ; oppofite to which, on the other fide of the mountain, 

' (lands Stellenbofch. 

On the ioth, we rode pafl: De Ploi% farm, and over Hex Rivier, to Keyfer’s eftate. 

The field was here of the Carrow kind, and the flieep were faid to feed on ihofe 
fucculent plants, the mefanbryanthemam (Vygebofehes), which were juppofed to render 
tke dung of thefe animals unfit for manure. Now likewife, the farther we advanced, 
the more hilly the country grew. 

On the 31ft, we arrived at Alowen Smidt’s farm, which lies oppofite to Hottentot’s 
Holl md. ^'I’he country here had many hills and ridges of mountains, which lay acrofs 
our road. 

Novejuber 2d, we rode over one of the ridges that lay before us to Mrs. Bruel’s 
farm, when we fesuned tp be in quite another valley. 

The mountains to the left now took a fomewhat difl'erent direftion, and ran more to 
the eall-fouth-eafl. 

Proceeding farther, we came to Philip Bota’s, \vhofe faj^m lay oppofite to Tyger 
Hoek, which is utuated behind the mountains that projeft out from Hottentot’s Hol¬ 
land mountains. , 

The chain of mountains which had continued from Witfenberg feemed here to turn 
off to the eaftward, and, as it were, entirely to dwindle away; but upon ^ clofer 
examination, it was* found to extend ftill farther on, and to be continued by the ridges 
of mountains which only lay fomewhat farther inwards, in connexion with the fame chain. 

After this we pafled Clas Vogt’s Rivier, fo named from Clas Vogt, a colonift, who 
had been trampled to death by an elephant, and that in fo (hocking a manner .that 
fcarcely the veftige of a bone was to be feen in his remains. 

On. 
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On the fame day continuing our joiu jiey, we arrived at Gert Nel’s farm near Koch- 
inan’s Kloof and Rivier. 

Mat-ware (Matjefgoed) is the name,given here to a kind of rufh that grew in the 
river, and of which mats were made, that were ufed by the hufbandmen for the tilts of 
waggons, and alfo to lie on. Thefe mats were foft and pliable, and the ruflies from 
which they were made, were a fpecics of grafs, which I called cyperus texiillis, of about 
four feet and more in height, almoft as thick as a tobacco pipe, and hollow within. 

• On the 3d we fet out for Drolki’s farm. In this trad, as well as in the whole of 
the interior part of the country, it was faid to rain with the wind at fouth-eaft, quite the 
contrary to which is the cafe at the Cape. • 

The farmers cultivate their farms here w'ith their own flavfes, and thefe (Inves were 
not only chaftifed by their mailers for mii'demcanors and petty faults tliat merely 
aifetlcd the family, but alfo, in cafe of trefpail'es of a more furious nature, by the officers 
of police belonging to the landroil. 

It fometimes happens, that on the hufbandman finding himfelf under the neceffity of 
complaining to the magiftrate of his Have, either on account of flagrant crimes com- 
mited by him, or of incurable idlcnels, or extefllvecareleflhefs; in wiiich cafe this latter 
takes a liking to the Have, however flrange it may appear, the owner, nolens volens, is 
obliged to fell him. 

November 4th„ we arrived af tlie celebrated Jacobus Beta’s, a man who was now 
eighty-one years of age, and, from twelve fens, had a progeny of one hundred and 
ninety perfons, all alive. It is not this circumflance however, as Angular as it other- 
wife may be, that has given him fo much renown, in a country where they marry early, 
and where the population is very great, but a misfortune that bcfel him in one of his 
hunting expeditions. When he was forty years of age, he fltot, in a narrow pafs in a 
wood, a lion, which immediately fell, without his obferving that there were two of 
them together. The other lion rufhed immediately upon him, before he had time to 
load his piece, and not only wounded him with, his fharp claws to fuch a degree that 
he fainted away, but alfo gnawed his left arm and fide, and lacerated him in fuch a 
terrible manner, fhat he lay for dead on the ground. The lion, that in general is 
poflefled of too noble a fpirit to revenge itfelf on a dead man, if not impelled by hunger, 
left him in this lituation, fo that he was at length carried home by his fervants. His 
wife, a IHrring and active woman, immediately fetched feveral hirbs, which fhe boiled 
in wf..ier, and with the decoction daily tvaffied, fomented, and bound up his wounds, 
fo that he was at laft reftored to perfeef health. He was fo much difabled however 
in this arm, that he could never afterwards handle a mufquet. He had been the firlt 
fportfman in the colony, and by killing elephants and felling their teeth, had acquired 
a tolerable Ic'rtune. This man informed me that*, in its infancy, the colony had fo fmall 
an extent, and the Hottentots in it w'ere fo numerous, that the chriflian fettlcrs could 
not witiiout danger venture as fgr as '/wellendam. At that time too the elephants 
abounded lb much, even near the Cape, that in travelling to and from the Cape, one 
niigh|; kill a great many of them. Thus he had often fliot four or five in a day, and 
fometimes twelve or thirteen. Twice in his life, when he was out in purfuit of thefe 
animalJl, he had deflroyed with his gun tweqty-two elephants each day. A good 
fportfman always .kills the elephant at one fliot, but, fliould he hit .any of the fore-legs, 
fo as to break it, two fhot muft be fired ; the hunter always takes his aim in fuch a 
manner as that the ball fliall pafs through the lungs. The ball is always mixed with 
one third ol tip, and weighs a quarter of a pound ; the piece is in proportion to this, 
and rather heavy. Each elephant’s tooth weighs from thirty to one hundred and thirty 
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pounds. They are bought up by the Dutch Company, at the rate of one guilder per 
pound. , _ * 

The country here began to be very hilly, and abound with grafs, and at the 
fame time had a fufficient nfimber of rivulets, and foinc wood in the clefts of the 
mountain. 

Thefe mountains, which extended from Hottentot’s Holland, now began to be 
(higher up the country) more and more low, and afterwards appeared like brokei* 
ridges, and at laft totally vaniflicd. 

On the ^h, we went to J[urgen Beta’s, who is a fon of the old man already men¬ 
tioned, and paffed Blankenberg’s farm in our way to Rock’s, near Keureboom’e 
Rivier. ^ ^ 

Here we faw a monkey from Houtniquas wood, foniething Hjch the fmia Sabaa. 
The legs were all black, and the tip of the tail brown; the te'«cles of the colour of 
blue ftone, or vitriol of copper. 

From hence we went to Zwelicndam, and afterwards to the Company’s poft, near 
Bull'el Jagt Rivier, where we refted a few days. 

The colony of Zwelicndam, which is fubjcdl to its own peculiar landroft, had been 
founded about thirty years before. It look its name from Mr. Zwellingrebel, who was 
at that lime vice-governor, or Secundu’s (Tweede), ^it the Cape. Jl'he flrft landroft 
here was Renius, the fecond Orack, who was ftill alive but had refigned, and the third 
was the prefent landroll, whofe name is Mentz. 

The Company’s poft had at full been eftabliflied, for the fake of protefting thofe 
colonills who had fettled on this fpot, and farther up in the country, in order to culti¬ 
vate the land and rear cattle. It was therefore at firft laid out as a fort, and provided 
with feven men and a corporal; but, after the country came to be more inhabited, 
and the Hottentots quitted it, all thefe fortifications were found to be quite unneceflary 
and fuperfluous. Inftead of this, a g/azing farm is now eftabliftied here, and the 
foldiers are employed in the wood, called Groot Vaders Bofeh, or (Grand-father’s 
Wood), ’.i fellinp. for the ufe of the Company, different forts of timber for joiners- 
w'ork, he. of which timber a waggon load is fent to the Cape every three months, 
befides wh it the people of the colony, in order to aflift in maintaining them, are allowed 
to carry up and fell thcmfelves. ■ 

For the fervice of tiiis farm, thofe Hottentots are ufed that ftill remain here, the 
reliques of former numerous hordes. I’his year I contrived to procure fome informa¬ 
tion concerning their mode of living, their manners, and their cuftorns. 

On the full night of the new* moon one may fee the Hottentots run about, pull off 
their hats, and couftefy. * 

The ceremony is not quite laid afide of making youth, at a certain age, men; 
from which time they are feparated from the women, and afl'oeiale only with men. 
After the youth has been befprinkled, according to cuftom, with urine, fome animal is 
killed, and its omentum, or cawl, is tied about his neck. The men never drink milk 
that ha^been drawn by the wmmen. The women here have frequently a real hufband, 
and a locum icnens^ or fubftitute. The men likewife often take two wives. The^nar- 
fiage-ceremony is frequently performed,'by the bride and bridegroom,, after obtaining 
the permiflion of the’parents, fleeping tagether till late in the morning. The dead are 
interred in graves, over which are fet a tortoife-fhell, filled with fome odoriferous 
powder, and three twigs of fome ihrub or other: and, after this, the company that 
forms the proceflion makes merry. Of game that has been hunted and killed, no one 
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is fuffered to eat before he is invefted with the dignity of man; nor muft man and 
wife eat any part of this animal’s heart, or pericardium. 

The Hottentots, at prefent, eat their meat either roafted, or elfe boiled in a pot 
in the ordinary way; but not long ago, before they hafl got veflels of this kind from 
the Europeans, they ufed to put their meat into leathern bags, filled with water, and 
afterwards threw in red-hot ftones, which, by their heat, caufed the water to boil. 

* The Hottentots ufe bows and arrows, not only for their defence againft their enemies, 
but likewife for the purpofe of killing wild beafts; but at prefent they have rarely 
need to employ them on either of thefe occafions. The, bow is a round flick of about 
an inch thick, and fomething more than two feet long, and.is bent by a finew. The 
arrow is made, by a kind of reed or cane, as thick as a goofe-quill, and fcarcely a foot 
long, to the end oi^which is fallened, with a fine firing or finew, an iron point, fhaped 
like a lancet, which befmeared with the poifon of ferpents. Several of thefe arrows 
are kept in a quiver, which is of the thicknefs of a man’s arm, and about two feet in 
length, with a lid at the top, th^t turns upon hinges of leather. 

Rabekin is a mufical inllrunient, fomething like a guitar, made of a calabafh and a 
narrow board, with three or four firings, which may be flretched or relaxed at plea- 
fure, by means of ferews. On this inflrument the Hottentots play with their fingers. 

Kora was a wind inflrument,* which, however, was feldom ufed. 

A mountain called Potteberg, was feen direftly oppofite the farm, near the fea-fhore, 
which was faid to be about twenty-four miles diflant. 

A curious grafshopper, of a reddifh colour, of the clafs of hmiptcra, was feen in 
great numbers, feeking its food on the bufhes. When taken, it preffed out from 
beneath a fheath that lay under its breafl, a flimy, frothy fluid, like foap l.Tther, wdiicli 
covered both the infedl and the fingers of the captor. This was repeated as often as 
the liquid was wiped off with a linen rag. From the manner in which this animal 
endeavours to liberate itfelf, I called it grylhq /pitmans. 'I'lie Larvas, or half-grown 
grafshopper, or the fpecies called pneumora, were feen in the greatefl abundance, both 
here and elfcwhere, on the bufhes; but in the day-time, neither 1 nor any of my com¬ 
panions could find one of them in a perfedl Hate and winged, which alloniflied .me 
much. 

Roeboks, Rietboks {capra'), and Bonteboks (capra feripta'). frequented much thefe 
hilly and verdant fields. In thefe antelopes both fexes are furniflied with horns ; and 
the young Bonteboks are at firfl of a reddifli-brown colour, but, in tkne, become 
fpotted with white, though, on account of the opennefs of the country and the fhynels 
of the animal, it is difficult to get within gun-fltot “of the Bontebok, yet we were 
lucky enough to flioot one. It is always dangerous to come' near one of theft: creatures 
when fhot, becaufe, if he is not quite dead, he makes ufe of his horns, and may put 
the liunr.finan in danger of his life. 

Here, too, 1 had an bpportunity of obferving a curious fa£l. It happens fometinies, 
thaf when a duck is fliot in any of the rivulets, it either immediately difappeai^ and is ■ 
feen no more, or it is found again with its feet eaten ofl'. This is done by tiffi water- 
turtlfc that inhabit thefe waters, which prey, not only on the larger ducks, but alfo on 
their young, which they feizmby the leg. 

On the loth, paffing by Peter Sola’s farm,.called Rictkuyl, we croffed Kerremelk’s 
and Slangc rivers to the Widow Fore, near Duyvonhoek’s Rivier. 

.In the wlmlc trad of country through which we had paifed all the way from Hex 
Rivier, I obferved that the banks of all the rivers were planted with the very prickly 
tree called mimofa nilotka. 
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The mountains, which extended from a projeding point at Zwcllendam, ran now 
in the diredion of due eaft and weft. ‘ ^ 

On the I ith of November, having taken an' early leave of our worthy hoftefs, we 
went down to Duyvenhoek’s River, which was at a fliort diftance from the farm. The 
late rains had filled this rivulet, fo as to fttake it dangerous to crofs. The rivulets of 
this country, however, have ufually fome fhallow places, where, even in the greateft 
flood, one may crofs them with waggon and oxen. To Ihew us one of thefe drifts, as 
they are called, our hoftefs had been fo kind as to fend a flave with us ; but, as he 
neither underftood nor fpoke^ Dutch, he was obliged to communicate his inftrudions to 
us by figns, which, either jFrom ignorance or malice, he entirely perverted, as he pomted 
out to us a circular track over the river to the right, which wc ought to have taken to 
the left. I, who was the moft courageous of any of the compa^, in the whole 
courfe of the journey was Conftantly obliged to go on before and/nead them, now alfo, 
without a moment’s confideration, rode plump into the river, till, in a moment, I fank 
with my horfe into a large and deep fea-cow hole, up to my ears. This would undoubt¬ 
edly have proved my grave, if my horfe had not by good luck been able to fwim ; and 
I, who have always had the good fortune to poflefs myfelf in the greateft dangers, had 
not, with the greateft calmnefs and compofure, guided the animal, (which floundered 
about violently in the water,) and kept myfelf, raft in the faddle, though continually 
lifted up by the Itrean. After having pafted over this hole, I was likewlfe fuccefsful 
in my attempts to get fafe out of it, though the edges of thefe holes are in general very 
fteep, infomuch that they feldom afford one a fure footing. Holes of this kind, which 
the Hippopotamus treads out for its refting-place, occur in a great many rivers, though 
the animal itfelf perhaps is no longer to be found there, but has either* been fhot, or 
made to fly to fome other more fecure retreat. All this time my fellow-travellers ftood 
frightened on the oppofite bank ;md aftonifhed, without daring to truft themfelves to an 
element that appeared to them fo full of danger. However, as foon as I had got off my 
horfe, and let the water diain off from rne a little, I ordered my Hottentots to drive acrols 
the river, •'.ccording to a better direftion that I gave them, after which the others followed. 

.1 had the greateft reafon to be thankful to the Divine goodnefs, wHich had preferved 
me in this imminent danger, and the more fo, as it happened on the anniverfary of the 
day on which 1 came into the world thirty years before. , 

After our waggons were brought over the water, I did not allow myfelf time to 
change my clothes, as 1 niuft have been at the pains of unpacking my trunks; but we 
continued our journey the whole day without the farther interruption, and pafling by 
Chriftopher Lombart’s farm, w*ent to another farm belonging to Daniel Plaifir, where 
we arrived before eVening; and were kindly received. 

Hereltny firft care was to examine my pocket-book, watch, and other things fubjeft 
to be damaged by the water, 

A kind of corvus (or crow), called Spreuw, was foilhd both* here and in feveral other 
places m great plenty. It was lefs than a black-bird, and black, with a white rump; this' 
bird always accompanied the larger cattle and the fteep, efpccially in the mornings and 
evenings, before they are driven out to field, and after their return. Its occujbatioa. 
was to pick away theinfefts (acari\ which, dropping from the buftes iy>on the ammals^ 
and bitmg deep into ffieir fldns, flick very faft to them, and occafion them great pain. 

This bird is very wild and fty, fo that when it obferves anybody approach it, it im¬ 
mediately flies away, and with many cries warns the others, which inftantly take wing, 
and endeavour to fave themfelves by flight. This bird is faid to make fts neft in the 
fides of the rivers and brooks, for which purpofe it digs holes in their banks. 
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Thefe acari which teazed the cattle were not lefs troublefome to our horfes. Fre¬ 
quently, while I was riding through the thickets, for the purpofe of gathering flowers 
and feeds in thefe places, my horfe, afid particularly his head, was fo thickly covered 
by thefe blood-fuckers, that neither his ears nor any other part of him could be feen, 
and, I was fometimes obliged to make my lifottentots free him from thefe troublefome 
gueils, before they had time to enter too deeply into the ikin. 

, On the 12th we went to Clas Bruyn’s farm, and on the 13th, to Peter de Wett’s. 

The whole of this trad produced aloe-trees in abundance, which in fomc places en¬ 
tirely covered the hills and the fides of the mountains, where they appeared at a diltance 
like a numerous army. The trees are of the height of a man, with their Items quite 
bare below, and a crown at the top of broad, thick, and flefhy leaves. 

I obferved dvery ndiere the flaves bufy in tapping aAd preparing gum-aloc, the virtues 
of which in medicind\tp'e well laiown. De Wett, the owner of the farm, was the lirlt 
that prepared the gum in this country, for W'hich reafon he was faid to have the exclulive 
privilege of delivering and felling it at a certain price to the Company. 

Several farmers have lince learned the ar/ of preparing it, and at prefent frequently 
fell it at the Cape to ftrangers at lefs than half this price. 

The mode of preparing it is quite plain and fimplc. It confifts, in the ufual phrafe of 
thepeafants, in the tapping or thedra^ng olF the juice, and boiling it. The tapping 
may be performed at ail times in the year; but during, and immediately after, the rainy 
feafon, the leaves yield a ntore copious but thinner juice. Thofe days that are calm and 
clear are chiefly feleded for the operation of tapping, as windy weather flirinks the leaf, 
fo that lefs juice is produced, and it hardens too foon. On this work, for the moft part, 
either flaves o.*" Hottentots are employed. A leaf is firft cut oft', and laid on the bare 
ground to ferve for a channel, upon which feveral other cut leaves are afterwards placed 
on each fide, with the large end inwards, and over thel'e again others, to the amount of 
a dozen or more, fo that the juice drips from them into the hollow of the firft leaf. The 
leaves which were cut oft' not too clofe to the trunk were not cut into fmaller pieces j as, 
according to what the farmers afl’erted, they would not yield the more juice on that ac¬ 
count. In this manner feveral heaps of leaves arc laid one after the other, as fall as they 
can be cut oft'. When the juice ceafes running the leaves are taken aw^ay, and the juice 
is poured into calabafhes, which here, as well as in many other places, are ufed by the 
poor as bottles. The groateft quantity of juice that can be thus collected by a man in 
one day is a large calabafli or fmall pail-iull. I'hc juice is afterwards boiled down at 
home in Engli/h iron pots, to luch a confiftence, that it will run oft' a flick tliat is put into 
it. All impurities (hat fwim on the top of the liquor a're fkimmed ofl in the boiling. 
The juice tlius boiled down to one half, is then poured out into wooden boxes, in which 
it afterwards grows hard. The juice yields generally one-third of fi;lid gum. Hid each 
box weighs from three to five hundred-weight, each pound of which is fold to foreign 
nations for three, or four., and fotnetimes two, ftivers. 

On the i 5th we proceeded on our journey to Daniel Pinard’s, acrofs Goud’s Rivier. 
This river is one of the largcft in this country. Its banks on the weftern fide w’ere ex¬ 
tremely fteep. The farm was fitu ited on the other fide on a tolerably high hill. This 
Ilream runs far up into the country, and confcquently is fupplied with water from the 
mountains, which are at the diftance of feveral days’ journey frofti hence, and which 
border upon particular trafts that, at certain times of the year, ’are deluged by heavy 
fhowers of rain, accompanied with thunder. From fuch a caufe this river may be very 
fuddenly filled, and rife to a great height, at the fame time that at this place there fliall 
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be the fineft weather imaginable. And for the fame reafon this river is extremely dan¬ 
gerous, fo that the traveller ought not to lake up his quarters top near its banl«, nor 
in the low-lands adjacent to it. The water now* came up to our horfes’ faddles. 

This day we proceeded as far as to DideloPs farm. 

On the i6th, we rode paft feveral eftatcs, fuch as thofe of Dirk Marcus, Bernard 
the fon, and the younger Plant, and haftened on to Mufclebay, to a delightfully 
fituated farm belonging to old Bernard. • 

The harbour here"is very large, but no fhips ever make it, except they are obliged 
fo to do by ftrefs of weather. 

A Danilh Ihip, called, the Kron Prinfefs, commanded by Captain Swenfinger, was 
ftraridcd here and loft, and the remains of it were even at this time to be feen. 

On the i8th, after having, in* the courfe of the day that there, vifited 

the fea-coaft and its fandy hills, which in all probability was for^ierly occupied in great 
numbers by Damaquas Hcjttentots, we rode paft Clafs Meyer’s* and Jacobus Tunniffon 
Bota’s eftates, and returned to Dirk Marcus near Hagelkraal, an old man and great 
elephant-hunter. • 

Thongs made of the hides of animals were every where ufcd by the farmers inftead 
of cords and ropes, both for the tackling of waggons and other purpofes. Here we 
faw thefe thongs made pliable and lit for by greafmg them, and rubbing them 
brilkly againff a tree., * 

On the I gth, we travelled up towards the mountains, and into Hartequas Kloof, to 
a refting place called Groote Paarde Kraal, where we, for the firlt time in the courfe 
of this journey, took our night’s lodging in the open air. 

On the 2oth, we examined diligently th§ mountains that furrounded >is on all fides, 
and in the afternoon, continued our route through Hartequas Kloof to Zaffraam Kraal, 
when we got into a more plain and level country, called C’anna Land, by fome Canaan’s 
Land, and at the fame tiiiie palfed the heights of Canna (Cannas Hoogte). 

Here what 1 had heard before, was confirmed to me, viz. that feveral female oftriches 
lay their eggs in one neft; and that, if any one touches tlieir eggs, the birds, that 
difeover this by the fmell, never lay any more eggs in the fame place; but, if the 
eggs fliould chance to be left behind, trample them to pieces under their feet. 

On the 21 ft, we pafled Aker Hein’s farm, and took up our quarters in the qycning 
near Klipp Rivier. I'he land between the mountains was many times broader than 
Roodc Za»d, very dry like the Canow, and much higher than Houtniquas Land, 
that lay on the other fide of it. 

That piece of land, which* lay on the other fide of the mountains to the left, was 
called Kankou. * 

On the 2 2d, croffing Brack Rivier and Matjes Drift, and going through Matjes 
Kloof, where Lange Kloof begins, we rode palt Helbeck’s farm to Van Stade’s. 

Here we obferved on the plain, high and long, •dillimft ’and feparate, mountains, 
which had the fame diredion as the large chain of mountains before-mentioned. 

On the 23d, we pafled Buy’s eftate in cur way to Gert van Roijen’s, near Diep 
Rivier. 

The mountains which here formed Lange Kloof, were, to the right, the long range 
of mountains fpokeh of above, and, to the left, a cenneded ridge which began near 
Matjes Klqpf, and was lowe r than the long chain of mountains that lay by the fide of 
it, and whofe tops could plainly be difeovered. 'Lhc hind which lay on the other fide 
of .the laft-mentioned low ridge, and the higher ridge, is called CarmenaHie, a trad of 
and, which is likewife already peopled by the induftrious colonifts. The country be- 
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hind that higher range of mountains is a poor, flat, and dry Carrow-field, which 
borders on the Eaftem Olyfant’s Rivier. 

The nK>untaii\s in general ftretched eaft-north-eaft. 

On the 24th, we arrived at Tunis Beta’s farm. Here the ridge of mount£uns, 
over which we palled to the left, divided and formed a vale, where nothing but 
ridges of mountains lay before us, and which was not more than about two mufquet- 
' fliot in breadth. The vale which we left to the right, goes to Houtniquas mountains, 
over which one may get on horfeback to Houtniquas woods. 

Proceeding on our journey we pafled on to Hans OIofsoi\’s farm: here was a carriage 
road that led to Camenaflie Land, and Olyfant’s warm bath. ■ 

On the 25th, we rode farther on in Lange Kloof to Mat Zondag’s. 

The land in Lan^c Kloof is bare, and without any Ihrubs or bulhes, but abounds 
much in grafs. \ 

The cold in winter is very fevere in tliis vale, and fnow fometimes falls here which 
lies on the ground three or four days. 

As the year before I had pretty narrowly, examined this fpnt, and had gathered the 
few plants that grew upon it, I was now determined to climb up to the higheft fum- 
mits of the mountains, in order to obferve the diretfion in which they ran; but I 
could not poflibly have had a better r^ard for my pains, than the glorious profpeft 
that now lay before me, in w'hich a traft of mountains of a great many leagues (as it 
appeared to me) in breadth, divided into feveral ridges, with their intervening vales, 
was extended, like a map, before my eyes, and fliewed me plainly that the greateft 
part of the road I had travelled lay over various ridges of mountains, and along va¬ 
rious dales, on a confiderable breadth of hilly country, where many thoufands of men, 
and millions of other animals, find both food and fhelter; while, on the other hand, 
the more plain and level land, in this fouthernmoft part of Africa, for want of water, 
can feldom exhibit a fingle quadruped, or afforc^ water to one folitary bird. 

I alfo obferved, that the ranges of mountains to the eaftward, diverged more and 
more from each other, fo that thofe that lay to the left, the farther they went into the 
country, the more eafterly was their direction. 

Want of houfe furniture, and a turn for oaconomy, had induced the hulbandmen 
here to make lanterns out of calabalhes, which was done by cutting feveral holes in 
them. 

On the 26th, we fet out for Peter Frere’s, a bold and daring fportfinan, and one 
of the bell elephant-hunters in the country; a man who fpoke the Hottentot language 
fluently. 

Oppofite to this fpot ended the Camenaflie country, and a waggon road went from 
thence acrofs the mountains. 

In all this trad of country, no other bufinefs was carried on than that of grazing; 
and a great quantity of bhtter was fent from hence to town, where the farmer reedved 
no more than from three to fix ftivers per pound, although it (lands the Company in 
as much as two (hillings. 

The^uibandman, on his journey to and from the Cape, refts in the day, and travels 
in the cool of the. night; but we were obliged' to do juft the reverfe of this,, if we 
wifhed to colled any plants and other things which conftituted thejvhole objed of our 
expedition. We took care therefore to turn our oxen out to grafs at night, at every 
place where it could be done with fafety. Thus, one evening here, we had turned 
our oxen out to graze in the plain, but not far from the farm. The evening was 
darker than ufual: the dogs made a terrible noife, and the whole herd of oxen thronged 
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•towards the houfe, without our being able, as the night was fo dark, to go to thei* 
affiftance with fire-arms. In the morning, we found that the cattle had been purfued 
bv a tyger-wolf {hyana maculatd), and that octe of our oxen had been bit in the groin, 
and a portion of the ikin, fix inches broad, had been torn away; but that the in- 
teftines did not hang out, nor were they otherwife hurt. The hyaena is a bold and 
ravenous animal, which frequently eafs the fuddle from under the traveller’s head, and 
the Ihoes from off his feet, while he lies fleeping in the open air. When one of thefe 
creatures gets into a fheep-fold, it not only commits great havock amongft the flieep, 
but terrifies them to fuch a degree, that they run all together in a heap, and fqueeze 
each other to death. 

On the 27th, having puffed Stephanas Frere’s, we came to Matthew Streidung’s; 
and, on the 28th, to Peter Nyckcrt’s, and afterwards to Andrew^sb4^«5’s. 

Elandboks {capra orcai) were fometimcs to be met with and/Aiot in the mountains. 
This goat is as large as a luiddle-fized Iiorfe, and its flclh has an agreeable tafte. The 
tongue, however, which, when faked ;’.nd dried, is frequently carried up to the Cape 
for fale, is reckoned ftill more del!cions,^;ind is not inferior to a rein deer’s tongue. 
This goat was faid not to butt with his horns, when wounded, as the Bonteboks and 
Gefincboks {capra oryx') do. 

I faw the kid caught of a very fiuall and ej^emely fcarce goat, called Orebi {capra 
montkola'). It was oj^ a brown colour, fcarceff larger than a cat, attd very handforae. 

This animal w'as faid to inhabit the plains in I.ange Kloof; and, it was afferted, that 
neither fex have horns, though, it is highly probable, that the male has. 

Kouka lay directly oppolite on the left hand, and was a narrow piece of land be¬ 
tween the mountains, which was already invaded by the colonilts, although it was fo 
finall as to have only two farms on it. 

I was every where told, that this extenfivc country came more and more under the 
dominion of the Dutch colonifts, to whom the Hottentots w'cre conftantly obliged to 
give way, and retire farther into the Country. The Dutch always took poffeffion at 
lirft of the heft and moft fertile parts of the land, in the wider valleys, leaving to the 
Hottentots, for a little while longer, the inferior trails, between mountains, in the nar¬ 
rower vales, till, at length, the poor favages were driven even out of thefe, and ob¬ 
liged entirely to quit their native plains. * 

On the 29th we arfived, towards evening, at I homas Frcrc’s, after a very d’ouble- 
fome day’jijourney. Che roads weie very flippery and heavy, in confequcnce of the 
great rains that had fallen; and the rivulets that ran in the middle of the valley, and 
which we were feveral times obliged to crofs, were of an unufual depth, fo that the 
proper place for fording ahem could not always be found. This occafioned my driver^ 
unfortunately for me, to mifs the right path, and he drove fo deep into the river, that 
the water rofe up to the middle of the cart, and wetted my plants, both dried and . 
frelh, ray infers, clothes, &c. quite through ; fu that, whcr\ we arrived at the farm at 
night, I was obliged to look over, with incredible pains, and dry before the fire, a great 
multiplicity of articles, many of which, however, were- quite fpoiled. I alfo now tra¬ 
velled in the cart rnyfelf, as my horfe h id loft much tle/h, and was fo much weatied by 
the journey, that 1 had been obliged to. leave him behind at the laft farm. The water 
not only came up to’tny middle in the cart, but the bottom of the rivev likewife was full 
of mud, wjiich was ftirred up by the wheels, and which was fo thick and heavy, that 
it was with the greateff difficulty that the oxen could drag the cart through. 

()n the day following, being the 30th, wc proceeded to Eliebofeh, •a pretty little 
neat wood which has acquired its name from the large trees Eeffenboom, (or afh-trees, 

Ekcbergia 
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Ekebergia capenfis\ that grew here; the leaf of which greatly referables that of the Eu¬ 
ropean afli {Jraxinus). Large fig-trees, too, (Jicus edpenfts) the fruit of which is eaten 
by the baboons, grew here in abundance. As there was no form as yet laid put here¬ 
abouts, we took up our night’s lodging in tlie open air, at the fide of a few biilhes, and 
our faddles ferved us for pillows. 

On the ill of December, we went down Kroinmie Rivier country, which takes its 
name from Kromniie Rivier (the Crooked River), that runs meandring through it. 
Tnis valley is nothing but a continuation of Lange Kloof; but finks lower by degrees, 
and is likcwife narrower, being fometimes no more than a gun-lhot in breadth. It has 
fcarcely any level ground ; but Hopes oil'entirely from the'mountains on each fide to 
the middle, where the imaller llreams that run down from thcle mountains are colledl- 
ed, and form a 'ar^e river. 

^ Lange Kloof and hi^mme Rivier, in which there arc at prefent but few of the an¬ 
cient inhabitants rernaming, wci-o formerly, in all probability, inhabited by the Hey- 
kom Hottentots, in great numbers. 

At the end of this valley, to the right, the heads of the mountains began to ap¬ 
proach clofer to each other, and to be lower, till, at length, they quite difappeared, 
without reaching to the fea-fhore. The mountains, too, were bent out of their courfe 
in fuch a manner on each fide, that th^.,now chielly llretched towards the fouth-call. 

We rode paft V^ermak’s eftatc, whet^’Lange Kloofs and Kromme Riviei' nu.untains 
came to an abfolute termination on the left; and the country now appeared veiv broad 
between the fea-fliore and that chain of mountains which extended Hill farther to the 
left, paft Olyfant’s warm bath : in this manner, that both the mountains to the right, 
and thofc to the left, which had hitherto extended from Bokkc-veld, now came to a 
termination ; and, to the left, were only feen the Olyfant mountains, ftretching about 
eaft-north-eaft, within which there were a few ranges of mountains that ran moitly eaft 
or north-eaft, but were of no great extent. 

So that the Olyfant mountains were feen to continue their courfe ; butt of thefe, fe- 
veral ridges were plainly difeerned, which at laft terminated gradually in fingle points. 
The neareft vifiblp range to the left is called Zeeko Riviors-berg, and comes to a ter¬ 
mination near Ifaac Meyer’s farm, whfere we afterwards arrived. Behind n, was feen 
another ridge, callj^ Meulcn Riviers Mountain, which terminated near Kok’s farm, 
where ‘we (laid and''Tefted ourfelves feveral days, as this farm wus almoll the farther- 
moft of the colony on this fide. Behind the laft-rnentioned ridgi, another ^as feen to 
peep out farther on, which was called Kabeljaw Riviers-berg, and was terminated by 
the river of the fame name. , ^ 

Zeeko (or Sea-cow) River, which at a fniall diftance fron\ the firm runs into the 
fea, is, in the part near the fca, tolerably w'ell fupplied with fi/h. The filhes found in 
this and other rivers all come up from the fea ; higher up, filh are feldom to be met 
with in the rivers of this part of Africa; fo that there is no filliing carried on at the 
mouths of the rivers, and then it is done with nets, and by thole only whofe farms lie 
near the fhore. One day, when my landlord’s fons went down to the fea-ftiore a filh- 
mg wi^ a few Hottentots, I accompanied them thither for the purpofu of botanizing, 
The rifer was very broad here, it is true, but fp choaked up with fand-banks that had 
been caft up from the fea, that when one went into it, thv water did not come up higher 
than one’s middle. I walked about for feveral Hours quite naked, as well for the fake 
of bathing, as of colleding infeds and ftirubs that grew there on the banks, with nothing 
but a handketphief about my waift, not fufpeftin;; that the fun-beams would have had 
any bad efi'eft upon me. But, in a fliort time, 1 found that all that part of my body 
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trhich was above the water, was red and inflamed. This diforder increafed to fuch a 
degree, that I was obliged to keep my bed for feveral days, and could not even bear a 
fine calicp flurt on my body (efpecklly ovei; nfy Ihoulders, which were the parts inoft 
expofed to the fun’s rays), till I had anointed myfelf with cream, in order to lubricate 
my parched Ikin. 

Th«» fields here abounded in grafs, and, confequently, were proper for the rearing 
of homeu'attle, which, with butter, were the only articles they could difpofe of.at 
the Cape. 

They churned here almoft every day, and the butter-milk, which was very feldom 
confumed by the cattle,,formed rivulets, as it were, in the places where it had been . 
thrown out. 

The Hottentots in this farmer*s fervice were numerous; among ihefe,* the girls that 
were employed in churning were obliged to wafli themfelves, and'keep themfelves clean, 
at lead their hands and arms. 

A curious and handfome fpecies of Bulfinch (Langftaart Loxia Macroura, the long¬ 
tailed grofs-beak of Latham) was found ail over thefe fields, efpecially in fuch places 
as were boggy, or overgrown with ruflies. It refembles the goldfinch in its red velvet 
fummer-drefs, in which the cock at this time of the year was fplendidly attired ; but 
differed much from that bird by its long tail, which *was much longer than its body. 

In winter the cock is.grey, as the hen, who has not a long tail, is all the year round. 

It was curious to fee this bird fly, with its long dependent tail that feemed to weigh it 
down, infomuch that it could never fly llraight forward, but always zigzag up and 
down. In windy weather its flight was much impeded by the length of its tail, fo that 
it could not diredl its courfe at will, but was frequently thrown out of its dire£lion. 
Its flow flight (the heavieft I ever faw in the bird kind) made it eafy to flioot; and 
when it rained, as well as in windy weather, one might almoft catch it with one’s 
hands. 

The Hottentots that live hereabout^, and even thofe that are in the fervice of the 
Europeans, intermarry without any ceremony or regularity. A woman too, here, has 
fometimes a hulband and a fubftitute. If a married Hottentot at Jiny time goes on a 
journey, his wife may ia his abfence marry another, a circumftance that happened to 
my driver, who, on his return home, with all that he had earned in his exgedition, 
found himfelf a widd^ver. 

Laft year I had feeli at different places, that the Hottentots who have no horfes, made 
ufc of draught oxen for riding and carrying burdens; and I now had an opportunity to 
learn how thefe oxen were bfoke in. An ox that is defigned for riding mull be accul- 
tomed to bear its rider* a few weeks after it is calved, for which purpofe firft a Ikin is 
tied over its back, with which it is turned into the field along with the cotv. After- 
wards little Hottentot boys are fet upon its back, and when the animal is thus broke in * 
a little, another calf, quite a novice, is tied fall iw its’fidc, in order to tame it the better. 
This calf-riding, which was always done galloping, was entertaining enough, and the 
fport generally ended in the calf throwing itc rider. 

A fmall grey fpecies of grafshopper (matitis faujld) w-as found both hertf and at 
other places, which has obtained the name of the Hottentots god, and is fuppofed to be 
w'orlhipped by theih. I could not pejeeive any reafon for this fuppbfition, but it cer¬ 
tainly was^ held in fome degree of efteem; fo that they did not willingly hurt it, and 
deemed that perfon or creature fortunate on whicli it fettled, though tvithout paying it 
any fort of adoration. 
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As water-turtle are found here, I caught one for the fake of the blood, with a view 
of trying its virtues againft the poifon of ferpents, as likewife to keep by me for occa- 
fionaf ufe. A,very fmall quantity of bl6od whs procured from a turtle that, wag not 
larger than the palm of one’s hand. After the head was cut off, and the blood had 
run out, the fcrum was feparated, and the red part that fwam at top, was dried upon 
paper, when it fcaled off and turned black. 

•As the fpecies of palm called the bread-tree {zamia Caffra) was found in thefe parts, 
we looked for the fruit, which is very fcarce, and gathered the feeds. Certain trees 
produce only male flowers, in a large cone without feeds, and other trees again yield a 
fimilar cone, as large as a man’s head, with genuine feeds. To the under part of the 
fcales of the male cone are fixed an infinite number of anthera::, which burft, and con¬ 
tain a white touglRlUbinollen. On the female cone, feeds, as large as jordan almonds 
with the ftielLs on, ar^^ontained between the fcales, furrounded with a reddifli pulp, 
which is good to eat. I'he fruit fprang out of the very top of the palm, frequently 
before there was time for the Item to be formed above the furface of the earth, 'fhe 
feed was fuppofod to come up heft after being planted out, if it w as covered with ftraw, 
which was to be fet on fire, and burnt i!ow n clofe to the ground ; or if the feed was 
previoufly fteeped in warm w'ater. 

In the whole of the extenfivo ttacl ofs^iountry which we had traverfed, from Ruodc 
Zand to Camtous Rivic.r, populous as it now is, not a church if to he found. "J'he 
farmers indeed had requeited lo^have one, and, although all the reft of the clergy, as 
well in the town as in the couhtry, arc paid by the Company, had tjff'ered to pay the 
clergyman themfelves, provided the church were erected in the middle of the colony, 
a place moft convenient for them all; propofals likew-ife had been given in for this pur- 
pofe, and even permiffion afkcd for them to build one at their own expence near Kaf- 
ferkuyls Rivier, by wdiich jdace moll of them muft pafs in their journey to the (’ape: 
but this woll-meant and pious undertaking had been now for fcveral years without fuc- 
cefs, owing to the oppofnion of the landroll and a few of his neighbours, who wiflied 
to have the new chuch built near his refidcncc of Zw’cllendam, altliough it lies at one 
end of an extenfive colony. 

Our landlord W'as an elderly man, and born in Europe: he was one of the keeneft 
fportsm^n in the country, and had made long journeys at various^times into the interior 
part of the coall of CaflVaria, in order to fhoot t. iephanis, by the tale of whole teeth he 
had acquired a tolerable fortune, and Itad finally fixed his abode liere ii> a plcafant 
and advantageous /pot. He related to me upon his honour fcveral cireumllances to 
which he had been an cyc-tvitnefs, and which a traveller is fo very feldoin iortunate 
enough to have an opportunity of feeing hirnfelf. Once, for inllancej’ wlien lie was out 
a hunting, having obferved a fea-cow {J.nppopoianms amphibhis') that had gone a little 
way up from a neighbouring river, in order to calve; he, with his fuitc, lay ftill and 
concealed in the bplhe., till the calf made its appearance, when one of them fired, and 
fhot the mother dead ontliefpot; the Hottentots, who imagined that alter this they 
could catch the calf alive, immediatedy ran out of their hiding-place to lay hold of it, 
but, though there were fcveral of them, the new'-born calf, which was Hill w'ot and llip- 
pery, got away from thetu, and made the bell of its way to the river, without having 
previoufly receivetl any in/lructions from its mother, cither relative I'o the way it /hould 
take, or to this moll natural means of faving itfclf. He alfo told me that .»he female 
elephant always kneels in the atl of copulation, and that ilierefore the male can never 
line her, excepting W'hen Ihe is hot. Concerning lions, the mode of hunting them, 
their nattoe and manners, he knew much from his exiierience j and I took the more 
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pains to procure information relative to thefe matters, as 1 now had defigned to wander 
for a long time through a country where the Iky would be my only canopy, and an 
open plain, inhabited by wild beafts, my lodging; and as at the fame time I was .yery 
fenfible that it was of no little fcrvice to a traveller to be acquainted with the nature and 
difpofition of the wild beads, which he is carefully to avoid. 

A lion may lie in a bulh without moving when a man is palling by, fo that the man 
feems only to take no notice of it. It may likevvife perhaps itart up, without doing ai\y 
harm, if the man do but Hand dill, and not take to his legs. A hungry lion, however, 
is much more dangerous, and lefs merciful; yet it is not fond of attacking a man, at 
lead it is very nice in the choice of its prey, lb that it prefers a dog fo an ox, and had 
much rather eat a Hottefltot than a chridian, perhaps becaufe the Hottentot, behig be- 
fmeared, always dinks, and bccaufe, as he never ufes fait or fpicef- b'j* juices of his 
body are not fo acrid. It likewife rather attacks a Hottentot or fiave than biiffiilo-beef 
that is hanging up; thus it happened to our landlord one night, that the lion paffed 
through the bulhes where beef of this kind was hung up in order to feize a deeping 
Hottentot. In a wood, to climb up into a tree is a fure way of avoiding the lion, but 
not the tiger, which frequently, when wafmly purfued by the hounds, runs up into a 
tree, and finds a fafe afylum there. On meeting a lion, one ought never to run away, 
but daiid dill, pluck up courage, and look it deiga in ^hc face. If a lion lies dill witn- 
out wagging its tail, there is no danger, but if Pfoakes any motion with its tail, then it 
is hungry, and you are in great danger. If you are fo fituated that there is a pit be¬ 
tween the lion and yourfelf, you may then fire on it, as it will not venture acrofs the 
pit, neither will it purfue any one up an height. 

In proportion as the farmers have cleared the land, and laid our farms ,in the interior 
pans of the country, the lion and other fierce animals have necefl'arily been put to flight 
and dedroyed. This our hod knew not long fince by woeful experience, but now 
lived in fomc degree of fecurity with refpeiT to his docks and herds. The lion is pof- 
felfed of fuch imineafe drength, that Ise will not only attack an ox of the larged fize, 
but will very nimbly throw it over its ihoulders, and leap over a fence four feet high 
with it, although at tiie fame time the ox's legs hang dangling on the ground. No 
arlimal is eaficr to extirpate than the lion, notwithdanding its great drength, agility, and 
fagacity. After having difeovered by the track, how many lions there are in the troop, 
the fame number of mwfquets are placed on the fpot whither it is fuppofed that tlTe lion 
will come; after this a piece of carriou is tied to a drong cord, which is fallenod to the 
trigger of one of thefe guns j the indant that the lion touches the carrion, the gun goes 
od, which is fo placed as to Ihoot the bead through the head. The other lions that 
are prefent are fo % froin being feared away by the report, that u: nray happen that one 
of them diall go towards the fmoke, and fix its claws into the difeharged gun, and all 
the red, one after the other, fall before the other guns, infomiicli that fometiraes the 
whole troop is dedroyed in one night. But ihould a ibn chayce to bo only wounded, 
and not killed on one of thefe occafions, he wnll never more approach a fpriiig-gun, and 
the lion thus wounded will attack i man wdthout being impelled to it by hunger. 

The hoof-didemper began now, as the heat ol’ the iummer increafed, to appear 
amongd the horned cattle, and fome of.my Englifli fciiow'-travell ts' team were afle^l- 
ed with it, infomuch.that he was obliged to exchange them for others that appeared 
to be healthier. 

My oxen ‘had no other complaisit than hunger, and they were fo emaciated and 
worn out, that it would feem as if no didemper could lay hold on their lean ribs and 
linalf Ihanks. In the mean time, after our cattle were reded, we let out to continue 
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our route as far as the mountains called the Snow Mountains. And as the country 
through which we were to pafs afterwards was either inhabited by Hottentots only, or 
quitiif uninhabited, we refolved to take 'with us fome Hottentots as interpreters, guides, 
and guards, and at the fame time to lay in a finall ftock of provifion. 

Our worthy hoftefs, therefore, put up for us a parcel of wheat-bifcuits a few loaves 
of wheateii bread, and a fmall tub of butter, and likewife killed a large Iheep, which 
was failed, and fewed up in its own Ikin. 

The Hottentot language is not every where the fame, but has very different dialects; 
all of them, however, arc commonly pronounced with a kind of fmack, or cl::cking 
of the organs of fpeech. This clacking I obferved to be tnade in three different ways, 
which renders it almoft impoflible for the Europeans to fpeak it properly, although 
their childred^ have been brought up among 'thofe of the HottentotvS, learn to 
fpeak it fluently. 'I'he firlt of thefe modes of clacking is 'the dental^ in which the tip 
of the tongue is ftruck againfl the teeth. The fecoiu! is tht' paluiia}^ when the noife 
is made by the tongue flriking againfl the palate. The third, or guttural^ is the moll 
difficult of all, and performed quite low down in the throat, with the very root of 
the tongue. Thefe clackings are the more difficult to perform, as they muft be made 
at the very inflanl of uttering the word, and not before nor alter, 'i'hey occur not 
only in the beginning, but likewife inmiddle of a word ; and fometimes two clack- 
ings occur in a Word of two or threeIqdlables. When feveraniottentots fit converf- 
ing together, the found is very like the clacking of fo many geefc. d’hat the pronun¬ 
ciation of the language is troublefome to them, was very evident to me, from the 
goflicularions they made, and from the circumflance that they w'earied tiieir lips. They 
could talk, however, with a tobacco-pipe in their mouths, but in very fhtirt fentcnccs 
only. The language of the C’.aflres 1 obferved was much eafier, and was fpoken with 
much lefs clacking, which was heard in fotne few words only. 

So that the inhabitants of this fouihernmoff promontory of Africa have a regular 
language; but, in other refpefts, are fo rudt and uncultivated as to have no ktter.s, 
nor any method of wniting or delineating them, either on paper, in wood, or on flone. 

It is in vain, therefore, to leek for any kind of learning, or any antique records, 
among them j and few nations in the w’orld, perhaps, are lefs eiiliglitened than thtq% 
Thus^ too the Hottentots could not name in their language fcveral things in ufe 
among the colonills, fuch as balbn, the bow of a yoke for draKight oecen, a kettle, to¬ 
bacco, &c. , 

As I was fometimes, for fcveral weeks together, among the Hottentots, out of the 
bounds of the colony, I was obliged to learn Ibmething of their language; and, the 
better to recoiled what I had learned, I ibrmed a fmall vocabulary, and, with three 
different marks, diftinguiflied the three iifual clackings; of which the dental is marked 
with the letter a, the palatial with a, and the guttural with a. 

Kolbe has a long lift* of words in the Hottentot language; and Profeffor Sparrman 
has even given us feveral dialcds of it: and, as fome part of what 1 have taken down , 
differs from theirs, I have here annexed it, for the ufe of thofe that are curious on the 
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4 — GNaToI 

9 


— TUMINKMA 

5 — — METUKa | 

lO 

— 

— GOMATSE " 


Dog 



TIIUNBEaG’s ACCOUN:^?;OP THE CAW. OP OOOD 


Dog- 

Bitch 

Flea- 

Milk 

Bread 

Give bread 

Butter 

Good day 

Hemp 

Fire 

Make fire 
Which is the way 
to the next village? 
Whore is ? 

Cow 

Cow’s milk 
Good evening 
Dwelling-place 
Bad weather 
Come hither 
Come hither, my 
friend 
Ox 

Bring hither 
Horfe 

Where is the horfe ? 


F 


ARiKiE,TuTu,TiTP 

Tus 

aTTI 

BijBir 

Brc 

,Biie Mauc 
BINGoI 

DABCjJDABExd 

DaKIIAN 

el,e!I\NeIP 
efKoA Kol 
Daxna h.w se 
aKimi aDu 
Demma 
G 6 S,G 60 SA 
GtiSBIP 
Gol MOTSKI 
Gkihep 
HoMA 

ILeva ha, K6NG 

Hagatschi 

H6G6, KUMAP 
Hanka 

Hakva, Haap 
Hakva Demma ha ? 
Hakva Seo 


Sifter 
Brother 
Fipe weather 
Pot, drum 
Caffre corn 
Warm 
1 o eat 
Knife 
Chair 
To fleep 

To fow with a nee¬ 
dle, to darn 
Houfe 
Eye 
Give 
Money 
Eyes 
Hat, cap 
Wolf 

oo. 

Cock 

Cold 

Waggon 

Red glafs beads 

Elk antelope 
Female elk 


Table 

Heid • 

Elks, a troop of 

Wife 

HoNNES, KUS 

Meat, flelh 

Water 

KaMMA 

People 

’ I^yon 

Kama 

Tooth ' 

Mouth 

KaM 

Nofe 

Nice, delicious 

K a Nji 

ilron, copper 

Good morning 

KoA MosTsr-in 

1 Bread of a woman 

Tobacco-pipe 

Kop 

Where is the wag* 1 

Man 

KuPP. 

gon ? j 

Drink 

Ka 

Here is the wavecn 

Foot-path 

Kudu 

Mare 

Houfe, farm 

Komma 

Eox 

It is good 

Kau HEivr 

Run ay^ay 

Buffalo 

K a w 

Tiger 

Sea-cow 

KoU 

Ichneumon 

Hole 

K6U, Tw A p 

Sheep 

To beat 

KOA 

Chell 

Gun 

Kab6 

Hart beaft 

Penis 

Hop 

A rock 

Gians PSnis 

KoUTERE 

Have you feen ? 

Father 

Ambup, Tikkop 

Drove of oxen 

Mother 

Andes, Tissos 

If you pleafe 
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Kans, Tjkavdi 

Kauup, TicaKwa 

T a M 

Su 

Semi 

Sang 

SINNo 

N6RAP 

Ni-;NaMHoP 

OM 

Om 

(Mima 

IVlu 

Marc 

Maki 

Mum 

Kaba, Taba 

KoKA 

KaBIKA 

K^oUKEKURR 

KonosA 

Kroi, Krojim, Kule 
Krakwa (by the Caf- 
frA Kiti Kiti) 

KeN 

KeNS 

KaNNA 

Kop 

Keuna 

l^oM 

KoYP 

KoRUP 

Samma 

Hava krojim ? 

HAtvA Krojim 

Hass 

GIep 

Su se K6N 

Gvassup 

eP 

Gona 

GeIP 

Kammap 

Oip 

Musko 

MANgUA 

KuMSEA,HuNKOF 

Turn. 
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Turn about, drive ? A Hottentot drefs Namkva 

back 5 Euphorbia viminalis Kuuoi* 

'••V *" 

llSie children, which among the Hottentots are numerous, at firfl wear rings about 
their legs made of rallies, inflead of thole that are formed of hides, till they become 
accuftomcd to them. In like maimer I obfcrved, that the Calfre iioys at lirft exercifed 
themfelves in throwing a pointed Hick, till in procels of time they were able to manage 
tfte javelin. 

The Hottentots arc much inclined to believe in witchcraft, and when any one falls 
lick, or dies, they confider him as bewitched. 

The Hottentots univerfally wore a bag juft before the parts of lliame, which was 
made of the g£t'y part of the back of the Cape fox, and was taftened round the body 
with a thong. tTk* Caffres wore a bag limilar indeed to this,* but made of another kind 
of Ikin, and at the fame time fo fmall that it fometimes did not cover more than the 
forelkin. 

At the entertainments which the Hottentots made, and particularly thofe made to 
divert us, I had an opportunity of feeing theii* card-playing, and a kind of an inftrumeat 
called Korii. It rcfcmbles at lirft fight a fiddle-flick, and was made of a wooden ftick, 
over which was extended a Itring. At jhe end of this was faftened the tip of a quill, 
and upon this they jilayed with tneir lip^ blowing as if it were a wind inltrumenf, fo 
as to make it produce a jarring found. What they call card-playnng, was a particular 
fport, in playing at which they talked, fiiapped their fingers, and laughed. 

Having laid in a flock of provilions for our journey, and put our fire-arms in good 
order, on the 9th of December, we rook the road to Cabeljaus Rivier, where the laft 
farm now laid dut was looked after by a fervant, and belonged to Van Rhenen, a rich 
burgher at the Cape. 

On the loth we crofted Camtous Rivier, which at this time formed the boundaries 
of the colony, and which was not fullered to exijnd farther. I'his was ftrictly prohi¬ 
bited in order that the colonifts might not be induced to wage war with the courageous 
and intrepid CaliVes, or the Company full’cr any damage by that means. The country, 
hereabouts was fine, and abounded in grafs. 

Proceeding farther we came to Looris Rivier, uherc the country began to be hilly 
and mountainous, like that of Iloutniquas, with line woods both in the cicits ol th emoun- 
tains, and near the rivulets; here and there w'c law large jiits that had heen^ dug, for 
ihepurpofeof capturing elephants and bufl'aloes. In tlie middle of the pit flood a pole, 
which was very lharp at the top, and on w Inch the animal is imjtaled alive, if it lliould 
chance to fall into the pit. 

The Hottentot captain that refided in this neighbourhood, immediately on our arrival, 
paid us a vifit in the evening, and encamped with part of his people not far from us. 

‘ Vie was diftinguilhed from the reft Jay a cloak, made of a tiger’s Ikin, and a flail that 
he carried in his hand. 

Dn the iith we palled Galgobofch in our way to Van Stade’s Rivier, where we 
lighted pur fires, and took up our night’s lodging. The Gonaquas Hottentots that 
lived here, and were intermixed with CaffVes, vilited us in large bodies, and met with 
a hearty reception,, and what pleafed them molt, fome good Dutch-tobacco. Several 
of them wore the Ikins of tigers, which they had ihemfelv, ; killed, and by this gallant 
action were entitled to wear them as trophies. Many can!, d in their iiands a fox’s tail, 
tied tp a ftick^ with which they wiped off the fweat from their brows. As thefe peo- 
pie had a tolerable flock of cattle, we got milk from them in plenty, milked into balkets 
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which were perfeftly water-tight, but for the moft part fo dirty that we were obliged 
to ftraip the milk through a linen cloth. 

On tile 12th in the morning, we pafled Van Stade’s Rivier, and arrived at two 
villages confifting of a great many round huts^ difpofed in a circular form. The peo¬ 
ple crowded forward in Ihoals to our waggon, and our tobacco feemedto have the fame 
cffeft on them as the magnet has on iron. The number of grown perfons appeared 
to me to amount to at leaft two or three hundred. When the greateft part of them ha^ 
received a little tobacco, theyPretired well pleafed, to a diltance in the plain, or elle 
returned home. The major part of them were drefled in calf-lkins, and not in flieep- 
fkins, like the Hottentots^. * 

Wc had brought with usfeveral things from town, with which we endeavoured either 
to gain their friendlhip, or reward their fervices, fuch as fmall knives, tinder-boxes, 
and fmall looking-glafl'es. To the chief of them we prefented fome looking-gl.ilTes, and 
were highly diverted at feeing the many pranks thefe fimple people played with them : 
one or more looking at themfelves in the glafs at the fame time, and then flaring at 
each other, and laughing ready to burft their /ides; but the moft ridiculous part of the 
farce was, that they even looked at the l*ack of the glafs, to fee whether the fame 
figure prelonted itfelf as they law in the glafs. 

Thefe people, who were well made, and of A fprightly and undaunted appearance, 
adorned themfelves with brulhes made of the taife of animals, which 4 hey wore in their 
hair, on their legs, and round their waift. Some had thongs cut out of hides, and 
others firings of glafs-beads, bound feveral times round their bodies. But upon no part 
of their drel's did they fet a greater value than upon fmall and bright metal plates of 
copper or brafs, either round, oblong or fquarc. Thele they Icowered w’jth great care, 
and hung them with a ftring, either in their hair, on their foreheads, on their breafts, 
at the back'of their neck, or before their polb'riors; and fomcrimes, if they had many 
of them, all round their heads. My Ihiglilli fellow-traveller had brought with him 
one of thofe medallions ftruck in cop})ef, and gilt, that had been fent by the two Eng- 
ii/li Ihips, which were at this time failing towards the fouth pole, to be diftributed 
amongft the dilkient nations in that quarter of tlie globe. I'his medal, was given to one 
of the Cadres who was veiy familiar with us, and who was fo well jdeaJ'ed with it, that 
he accompanied us on the whole of otir journey and back again, with his medal hang¬ 
ing down glittering iuft before the middle of his forehead. * 

Some ol ^theie people had hanging- before their breafts a conic purfe made of the 
undre/fed (km of an animal, which W'as faftened about the neck b’ four leathern thongs, 
and lerved them for a tobacco j»ouch. Some of them wore about their necks a necklace 
made of fmall Ihelis, call'd ferpent's Ikulls {cypraa monctu')^ ilr'-.ng upon a ftring, and 
to this hung a tortoil'e-ihell, for keeping the Bukku ointment in. Moft of them w'cre 
armed with as many javelins as they could well hold in one hand. 

The huts, were covered over with mats made of ruflies, which, with their milk-baf- 
kets, were ll) clofe that no water could penetrate them. 

The range of mountains which during our whole journey we had hitherto had to the 
left, now cauK- to a termination ; and, to the right of us, w'asfeen the fca. A farcer 
range of mountains, however, proceeded larlherinlo the country to the left. 

The country here«bouts was full of wild beafts of every hind, awd therefore very 
dangerous to travel through. We were ntore particularly anxious concerning our cat¬ 
tle, which might calily be feared a.vay by the lions, and loft to us for ever. 

We were likcwilb too few in number, and not fufficiently armed, to prowft ourfclves 
againft the inhabitants, whofc language our Hottentots now no longer perfeftly undcr- 
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flood. We therefore came to a refolution to entice from this vilj^e another troop of 
Hottentots to go along with us, which we accordingly did, by promifing them a reward 
of tobacco and other trifles that they were fond of, as alfo to kill for them a quantity 
of buffaloes fufficient for their fupport. This promife procured'us a great many more 
thyn we wanted, and our troop confifled now of above an hundred men. 

The 13th. The country in which we now were, was called Krakakamma, and 
abounded with grafs and wood, as well as wild bcafts of every kind, which were here 
Hill fecure in fome meafure from the attacks of the colggifts ; thefe were chiefly buffa¬ 
loes, elephants, two-horned rhinocerofes, Itriped horfes and afl'es, (Zebra, Quagga) 
and feveral kinds of goats, particularly large herds of 1 lartebeefls (capra donas). 

We travelled lirft to Krakakamma Valley, and afterwards from hence farther down¬ 
wards to the ifea-fhore, where there was a great quantity of underwood, as well as wood 
of a larger growth, filled with numerous herds of buffaloes,* that grazed in the adjacent 
plains. 

In the afternoon, w'hen the heat of the day abated, we WTiit out with a few of our 
Hottentots a hunting, in hopes of killing fomething wherewith to fitisfy the craving fto- 
machs of our numerous retinue. After we had got a little way into the wood, we fpied 
an extremely large herd of wild buffaloes (Jws caffer), which being in the ad of graz¬ 
ing, held down their heads, aigl did pig^obferve us till we came within three bundled 
paces of them. At this inftant the whole herd, which appeared to conffff of about five 
or fix hundred large beafts, lifted up their heads, and viewed us with attention. So 
large an afl’embL^e of animals, each of which taken fingly is an extremely terrible 
objed, would have made any one fltudder at the fight, even one who had not, like me, 
the year befor.e, had oc-'afion to fee their affonifhing flrength, and experience tlie rough 
manner in which they treat their opponents. Neverthelcfs as we were now apprized 
of the nature of the animals, and their not readily attacking any one in the open plains, 
we did not dread either their flrength or number, but, not to frighten them, flood ftill 
a little while, till they again Hooped down to feed; when with quick ffeps, we 
approached within forty pacts of them. We were three Europeans, and as many 
Hottentots trained to fhooting, who carried mufquets, and the reft of the Hottentots were 
armed with their javelins. I'he whole herd now began to look up again, and faced its 
with a brifk and undaunted air; we then judged it was time to fire, and all at once let 
fly among them. No fooner had we fired, than the wliole troop, intrepid as it other- 
wife was, furprifed by the flalh and report, turned about and made for the v\ oods, and 
left us a fpedacle not to be equalled in its kind, d'hc wounded buffalc'es leparated 
from the reft of the herd, and either could not keep up with it, or tlfe took another 
road. 

Among thefe was an old bull buffalo, which came clofe to the fide where we flood, 
and obliged us to take to our heels, and fly before him. It is true, it is iinpoflible for 
a man, how'faff foever .he mayfrun, to outrun thefe animals; nevcrthelefs we were 
fo far inftructed for our prt fervation, as to know that a man may efcppe tolerably well 
from them, as lung as ite is in an open and level plain ; as the buffalo, which has very 
fmalheycs in proportion to the fize of it.s head, does not fee much lideways, but only 
ftraight forw ard. When therefore it is come preuy near, a man has nothing more to 
do than to throw himfelf down on one fide. The buffalo, which always gallops flraight 
forward, does not obl'erve tile man that lies bn the ground, neither does it mil's its 
enemy, till he has had time enough to run out of the way. Our woundbd bull came 
pretty near tts, but paffed on one fide, making the bed of his way to a copfe, which, 
however, he did not auite reach before he fell. In the mean time, the reft of our 
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Hottentots had followed a cow that was mortally wounded, and with their javelins 
killed a calf. We, for our parts, immediately went up to the fallen bull, and found 
that the ball had entered his cheft, and penetrated through the greatell part of his 
body, notwithftanding which he had run at full fpeed feveral hundred paces before he 
fell. He was far from being young, of a dark grey colour, and almoft without any 
hairs, which, on the younger fort, are black. The body of this animal was extremely 
thick, but his legs, on the other hand, fliort. When he lay on the ground, his body 
was fo thick, that I could nol^get on him without taking a running jump. When our 
drivers had Bayed him, at leafl in part, wc chofe out the moft flefby pieces, and pickled 
fome, and at the fame ^ime* made an excellent repalt on the fpot. Although I had 
taken it into my head that the flefli of an old bull like this would have been both 
coarfe and tough, yet, to my greit aftonifliment, I found that it was tendcT, and tailed 
like all other game. The remainder of the bull, together with the cow and the calf, 
was given to the Hottentots for their fhare, who were not at all behind hand, but 
immediately made a large fire on the fpot, and boiled the pieces they had cut off with¬ 
out delay. What they preferred, and firi^ of all laid on the fire, were the marrow¬ 
bones, of which, when broiled, they eat the marrow with great eagernefs. The guts, 
meat, and ofl'als, they hung up on the branches of trees ; fo that, in a Ihort time, the 
place looked like a ilaughter-houfe, about whi^ the Hottentots encamped, in order to 
broil their viftuals, ea^, and ileep. * 

On the approach of night, my fellow-travellers and I thought it beil to repair to 
our waggons, and give orders for making our cattle feft, before it grew quite dark. 
In our way we paffed within a few hundred paces of five lions, which, on feeing us, 
walked off' into the woods. 

Having tied our hearts to the wheels of our waggons, fired our pieces off" two or 
three times in the air, and kindled feveral fires round about our encampment, all very 
neceflary precautions for our fecurity, as well with refped to the elephants as more 
particularly to the lions, we lay down tb reft, each of us with a loaded mufquct by his 
fide, commitfing ourfelves to the care of God’s gracious providence. The like pre¬ 
cautions we always obferved in future, when obliged to encamp in fuch places where 
man indeed feemed to rule by day, but wild hearts bore the fway at night. Thefe free 
denizens of the earth, for the moft part, lie quiet and Hill, in the fhade of woods and 
copfes, during the day? their time for feeding being in the cool of the evening and at 
night, at which time lions and ether hearts of prey come out to feek their food, and 
devour the more innocent and defencelefs animals. A lion cannot by dint of ftrength, 
indeed, feize a buffalo, but always has recourfe to art, and lies in wait under foine 
buffi, and principally neat rivulets, where the^buftalo domes to d”ink. He then fprings 
upon his back with the greateft agility, with his tremendous teeth biting the buffalo 
in the nape of his neck, and wounding him in the fides with his claws, till, quite 
wearied out, he finks to the ground and dies. 

On the 15th, in the morning, I went out to fee whether the trees of the woods, of 
which this part of the country confifted, had yet any bloflbms upon them j but found 
that the fummer was not far enough advanced, and that the trees were fo clofe to each 
other, and fo full of prickles, that without rutting my way through them, I could not 
advance far into the‘wood, which, befides, was extremely dangerous; on account of 
the wild hearts. Here, and in other places, where it was woody, we obferved near 
the watering-places, the frefh trails of buffaloes, as alfo the trads and dung of ele¬ 
phants, two-horned rhinocerofes, and other animals. 
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In the plains there were ftriped horfes and affes (equus zebra and quaggd)^ arte- 
bcelts {cafra dorcas\ Koedocs {capraJirepftceros\ &c. 

We therefore got ready and fet out for Zwartkop’s Rivier, and the Salt Pan, not far 
diftant from it, where we baited during the heat of the day. Near this Salt Plan, as 
it is called, we had the finefl view in the world, which delighted us the more as it was 
very uncommon. 'I’his Salt Pan was now, to ufe the exprefBon, in its beft attire, and 
made a moft beautiful appearance. It formed a valley of about three-quarters of a 
mile in diameter, and floping oft" by degrees, fo that the water in the middle was 
fcarcely Jriir feet deep. A few yards from the water’s edge this valley was encircled 
by a ni'iund, fovoral fathoms high, which was overgrown vyith brufh-wood. It was 
rati er of an oval form, and took me up a good half hour to walk round it. The 
Joi! ncarefl tRe valley was Tandy ; but, higher up, it a'Jjpeared to confift, in many places, 
of a pale flate. The whole Salt Pan, the water of which' was not deep, at the fame 
time that the bottom was covered with a fmooth and level bed of fait, at this junfture, 
being the middle of fummer and in a hot climate, exaftly refembled a frozen lake 
covered with ice, as clear and tranfparent aj cryftal. The water had a pure faline tafte 
witliout any thing bitter in it. In the heat of the day, as faft as the water evaporated, 
a fine fait cryftallizing on the furface firft appeared there in the form of glittering 
Icples^ and afterwards fettled ■atrthe bottom. It was frequently driven on one fide by 
the wind ; and, ff collected at that time, proved to be a very fipo and pure fait. I'hc 
Salt Pan had begun to grow dry towards the north-eaft end, but to the fouth-wellward, 
to which It inclined, it was fuller; to the weftward, it ran out into a long neck. 

It appeared to us fomewhat ftrange, to find, fo far from the fea, and at a confiderable 
height above, it, fuch a large and Saturated pool of falt-water. But the w ater which 
depolits this fait, does not come at all from the fea, but folely from the rains which 
fall in fpring, and totally evaporate in fummer. The whole of the foil of this country 
is entirely fait. The rain-water which dilfolves this, runs down from the adjacent 
heights, and is colluded in this bafon, where it remains and gradually evaporates; and 
the longer it is evaporating the falter it is. 

The colonilLs •who live in Lange Kloof, and in the whole country extending from 
thence towards this fide, as alfo in Kamdebo, Kankou, and other places, are obliged 
to letch their fait from this fpot. 

It was faid, that not far from this were two more falt-pans, wHIth however yielded no 
fait till they were quite dry. , 

Several infects we found drowned in the fait water, fome of which were fuch as I could 
not meet with on the bulhes alive, during the few hours that I ftaid here and walked 
about the copies, which my curiofity induced me to do, although it was a very danger¬ 
ous Ipor, on account of the lions. 

Or.r Hottentots, of whom we had now but a few in our fuite, and whom w'e had left 
to take care of our oxen that were turned out to grafs, we found fall afleep, overcome 
by the heat of the day. I’owards evening, we drove a little farther on, and arrived at 
Knka, where the brook was already a mere flagnant puddle, and had only a brackifh 
watef in it; neverthelefs we took up our night’s lodging here. 

We were furprifed to find here a poor farmer, who had encamped in this place, with 
his wile and children, by Health, in order to feed and augment ‘his fmall herd. And 
indeed thefe pooi pc-ople were no lei’s aftonillied, not to fay terrified, at our arrival, in 
the idea that wc cither had or might inform the government againfl them for refiding out 
of the appointed boundaries. The farmer had only a fmall hut made of branches of 
trees for his laiijily, and another adjacent to it, by way of kitchen. We vifited them 
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in their little manfiorii and, at our requeft, were entertained by them with milk. But 
we had not been long feated before the whole bafon of milk was covered with a fwarm 
of flies, fo as to be quite black with them j antT the hut was fo infefted with flies, that 
we could not open our mouths to fpeak. Within fo fmall a fpace I never beheld, before 
nor fince, fuch an amazing number of thefe infefts. 

We therefore haftened to our carts; and having kindled our fires, and pitched our 
camp at a little diftance from the hut, liltened the whole night to the howling of w^olvet^ 
and the dreadful roaring of lions. 

On the morning followup, being the i6(h of December, we proceeded to Great 
Sunday River, the banks, of which were very lleep, and the adjacent fields arid and 
meagre. 

The major part of our an]ple refinue of Hottentots had now left us, after having got, 
in the courfe of the journey, venifon enough to feaft on, and as we were approaching 
nearer and nearer to a country which would foon be changed to a perfecl defart, where 
no game nor venifon was to be hoped for; and where it was expefted that want of water 
would be in the higheft degree experienced. And, indeed, we now not only found 
ourfelves almoft alone, but the oxen belonging to my Englilh fellow-traveller were fo 
afflicted with the hoof-diftemper, that feveral of them were lame, and feme of them were 
hardly fit to be put any longer to the waggon, . v » 

In confequence of this we held a council with ttie drivers; and, afteS- mature delibera¬ 
tion, refolved, though fore againft our wills, to turn back, not finding it prafticable to 
proceed, with emaciated and fick cattle like ours, through a barren and defert country, 
to the Dutch fettleraents near the Snow Mountains and in Camdebo. 

We did not, however, neglefl: previoufly to enquire of the Gonoquas Hottentots con¬ 
cerning the nature of the country, the watering-places for cattle, the wild beafts there, 
&c. and found that the plain was already very much dried up, and that long and forced 
marches (to ufe the expreffion) muft have been made between the few braclafh watermg- 
places that were to be met w'ith in the ’Slay. 

It is however not always eafy to get the truth out of the Hottentots. One mull 
never attack them with queftions to the point, when one wilhes to knoA^ the truth of any 
thing ; but it muft be filhed out of them by degrees, and, as it were, difeourfing upon 
other fubjeds. The Hottentots are alfo extremely referved, and wilh before-hand to 
know whether their vffitors are good or bad people. Befides, as the Hottentots had 
now left us, .we were deprived of the interpreters we fliould want, Ihould we chance in 
our road to fall in with the Caffres or other nations. The Caffres, it is true, are not bad 
in themfelves; but, as they arenn great want of iron, thw are fometimes fo greedy after 
it, as to make no confcience of murdering a Chriftian for the fake of getting the iron 
from off the wheels of his waggon, which they forge and grind to make heads lor their 
javelins. 'Fhefe Caffres a few years before had murdered Heupnaer and fome of his 
company, who, in order to barter for elephants’ teeth,’had travelled into the country of 
the Caffres and Tambukki. 

The Snow Mount^ns (Sneeuwberg), whither we had intended to dirc£t our courfe, is 
a traft of land which lies very hi^h, and, as it were, on a mountain, with other elevated 
trafts lying near it. It has acquured its name from the cold which prevails there, and 
the foow that falls upon it. Sometimes^ the fnow lies there from one y 5 ar to the other; 
and then the colonifts are obliged to remove fr®m thence to the Lower-lands, as it is 
called. ' To the eaftward of the Snow Mountains, and farther to the northward, above 
the fountry of the Caffr^, lies that of the Tambukki; and to this joins S people that 
are whiter than the Hottentots, with curling hair, and are called Little Chinefe. 
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Tho CafFres, whofe counfry properly begins near the Great Fifli River (Groote Vifch 
Rivisr), raile a kind ol' peal'e and beans, and a fpepies of holms, and at tjhe fame time, 
are in poffeflion of large herds of cattle. 

As foon as the afternoon began to feel cool, and we had in fome degree inveftigated 
the plants which were to bo found here, near Kukakamma, we fet out on our journey 
homeward, not by rhefamo way by which we had conic, but by the upper road to Van 
Sfade’s Rivicr, and from thence to Zeeko Rivier, where we arrived fafe on the 20th of 
December. 

In fl'C environs of Van Stade’s River were the fir.eil woods 1 had fecn in the whole 
coe.nrr'. Few of the trees, however, were as ye* in bloom. The Aflagay-tree {curtifia 

ned), ol ’vhich the Hottentots and Calfres tnake the Ihafts of their javelins, grew 
in abundance, and begun now to develope its diminutive bloffoms. A great num¬ 
ber <.'f butterflies {papilioncs), that are otherwife fo very fcarce in this part of Africa, 
flew round about the tops of the trees, without our being able to reach them. 

On one fide of our road I obferved a heap of boughs of trees, on which moft of the 
Hottentots threw a few twigs as they pafled, ;and, on enquiring tlu- realon, was told that 
it was the grave oi a dead Hottentot. 

our return, we palled a few days before (Ihriflmas with our old friend Jacob Kok, 

i vve foun.' fufficient ctnp1ojment .jp drying and getting in order the thick-leaved 
and fucci’ler nlailts which we had gathered in our lafl expeditio,n up the country, and 
where our oxen in fome meafure recruited their ftrength and flelh. 'i'he Calvinifis do 
not kci'p t’.hriftinas, but everyone goes about his bufmefs as ufual; but New-year’s 
d. y is t!ius tar kept as a holiday, that on this day neighbours vifit each otlter. 

A linall vineyard was planted here, as likewil'e at a few more lurnis near Kromtne 
Rivier; but the grapes did not ripen very well, on w'hich account the wint* w as rather 
four, and fometimes fo four that it could not be drank, but was only uled for diltilling 
brandy, from a procefs which, by fome farmers, was carried on with profit. 

In the Chriftnias holidays, we proceeiled on o'nr journey up towards Kromme Rivic'r, 
and Lange Kloof, where, oppofite to Thomas Frere’s farm, is a waggon-road acrols 
the inouutains to Sitfikamma. 

Initead of wheel-barrows, for which timber was wanting, the hulbandman ufed calf 
and flieep-lkiiis made into bags, in which they carried their manure to their gardens. 

On'the 2 5 th, we arrived at Hannes Olofson’s farm, and fr< 5 lfh thence, turning to 
the right, rode over the mountains to Anders Olofson’s, near Riet-valley, in (kune- 
nalft ,. l.aiid, a tract: of country that lay before the mountains, was narrow, and exhi¬ 
bited fevoial fcattored mountains and eminences. It feCmed to be as high as Lange 
Kloof, and the foil was dry and poor. . ‘ 

Tiie Hottentots called by the name of Ncnta, a plant (zygopbyllum berbaccum repens'), 
whft'h w.is laid to Itc poifonous to Iheep, as alio another, a Ihrub of the fame genus 
(jzyrnpbyllun; feJftUfoliuni).' 

On tile 2Qtii, we rode from this fpot to Peter Jordan’s eflate, fituated near Olyfant’s 
warm bath, and the river called (the Eaftern) Elephant’s River. 

i'he broad traH over which we travt lled, was Carrow-field all over, exhibiting a 
few bullie.-, no giafs, and very little wa.er. 

Kon was a^naine given by the Hottentots to a fhrub that grew 'here (mefembryanthe- 
mum cmnrdct.tm), and was famous all over the country. The Hottentots cqme far and 
near to fetch this Ihrub with the root, leaves, and all, which they beat togethter, and 
afterw'irds ttlili ll^cm up like pig-tail tobacco; after which they let the mafs fernjent, 
and keep it by thetf^ ibr chewing, efpecially when they are thirfty. If it be chewed 
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immediately after the fermentation, it intoxicates. The wonl Kon is laid to fignify a 
quid ; tile colgnifts call it Canna-root. It is found in the drieil fields only, anti is ga¬ 
thered cliitfly r>Y the Hottentots, who live neaf this fpot. Thefe afterwards hawk it 
about, frequenfiv to a j.^rea’’ diltance, and exchange it for cattle and other commodities. 
No Hottentot oc CaflVe in the whole country has either money or any thing of a fimiiar 
nature, to trade with j but all tiieir commerce confifls in bartering either with cattle or 
other commodities. , 

On the 30th, w(' vifited the warm bath, which rifes at the foot of the large ridge of 
mountains, and at a few fathoms diftance from it. I’he ftones at the foot of the moun¬ 
tain formed a vciy black iron oi e, fomeuhat like the flag of iron, and the earth near 
it was brownifli. The top of tire mountain contains a great deal of white quartz. The 
w'ater is very warm, but not boilidg hot ; fo that one may fit in it at its foflrce. It has 
indeed three fources; tlie largcfl: bubbles up to the callward ouf of a great number of 
fprings of different fixes, the tavirv of it being above two yards acroi's, and it is this 
that is moft ufeJ. The fecond lies a lew fathoms to the left, and boils up out" of one 
Angle cavity, 'i’he third, and lealt, lies a few fathoms from the fecond. On the fur- 
face of the water, was Icen a thin and line Line pellicle, and on the twigs of trees and 
Itones that were near it, was precipitated a iaftVon-coloured ochre. It had an inky taftc, 
Itnt hardly any fmell ; iVom an intnliuu of tea, jthe wjWer became bluifh, and the pow¬ 
der of bark made it bljickifii, wiiich fhevved that it contained iron. 4 t was not fit for 
drcfl'ing victuals; but, as it was liiid, might be ufed lor walhing, without {laiuing the 
linen. 'I'he earth that lay near, and round about the veins of the Ipring, was of a very 
loole texture, and a browiii/li colour, and at the fame time contained a portion of fait, 
and minute Ihining particles of iron, 'i'he cry Hals ol the fak 'were extternely minute 
and fine, and were found not oiiiy in tlie loole earth, but alfo on pieces of wood that 
lay in the earth. On feveral pieces of wooti tliat lay in the water were found, befides 
the ochre above mentioned, thin and brittle fcales, which glittered a little, and, by the 
farmers, were thought to be filver, buribemed to be nothing more than fcales of iron. 
When one fits ui tne bath, the circulation of the blood is greatly incrcafed, ant) one is ■ 
in danger of fwoomug. I'he water, it is true, is chiefly ufed for bathing in ; fome 
people however drink it likewilc. '1 he water never receives any increafe cither from 
rain or diought, though, as the farmers teflilied, it does from thunder, 'fhe time for 
ufing the water, is a Rttle belore or at fun-rife, and late in the cool of the evening, as 
the water is,ioo hot during the heat of the day. i he invalids lu direftly over the veins 
of the fpring, and more or Icfs deep in them. 

In order to liave a view of the country on the other fide of the mountains, 1 climbed 
up to their highelN'uminils, anu faw, at no great dinanee, a ridge ol eiountains, which 
was lower than this that 1 llood on, and, between thele, tlie country was as broad as 
I.ange Kloof, and conlifted of hills and valleys, 'riji' trail of ct untry that lay behind 
the lower ridge was flat and poor Cariow-laiui, and *10 long, and broad, without any 
mountains, that the eye could not reach its boimdaries. 'I here were no farms nor 
hqufes on this extenlive plain, over which the lannors travel from Camdebo acrofs 
Hex Rivier, to the Cape. It was laid, however, that farther on, there were moun¬ 
tains, which probably extend from Rogge-veld to the Sneeuwberg. 

Here, therefore, were uie lall ridges of that tremendous inals of mountains, which 
extend from Houtniquas Land and Hartequas kloof, and again to the northward from 
>Roode Zands and Kartous Clefts, direcUy acrols the Carrow' that lies on the other fide 
of the Bokke-veid. And, indeed, it is not only along the foot of this range of moun¬ 
tains that the colonifts have laid out thetr beft and principal forms, but they have alfo 
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That imtnenfely dry Carrow-plain, Which commences behind the laft-mentioned mafs 
of mountains, and extends in length from the north-welt to the fouth-eaft end of the 
fouthernmoft point of Africa, and in breadth to Rogge-veld and the Snow Mountains, 
for want of water, cannot be inhabited ; and fcarcely any animals relide there, except 
fer a Ihort time, in or immediately after the rainy feafon, when a little falt-water is 
found here and there ^ in fome of the hollow places. Thofe colonills, therefore, that 
have farms on the other fide of this trad, either in Rogge-veld or tlie Snow Moun¬ 
tains, are obliged to wait for that time for crolling fo dcfafi a .country, when they are 
under the neceflity of pitching their camp near fucli a places where little water is to be 
had, betweeit which fpots, fometimes a journey of teh or twelve hours long, mull be 
performed with all poflible fpeed in the night. It is therefore neceflary to know thefe 
watering-places well; becaufe, if one fhould meet with any Hottentots, they would not 
readily inform one, even if they knew of any watering-place, but keep it fecret to them- 
felves, in order to be able to hide themfelve^, in cafe they lliould at any time willi to 
run away. Grafs is hardly to be met with in this trad, fo that it is with difficulty 
that a horfe can find fodder there, but the oxen put up both with brackilh water and 
the fait leaves of the Ihrubs and bullies. In the day-time, when the fun fliines out hot, 
if one calls one’s tye over a fmooth and arid plain like this, thg eye is alfcded by a 
tremulous motion in the air, jult as though one were looking at a flame. 

The Hottentots who travet fe thefe dry Carrow-fields, ufe feveral means, not only to 
alTuage their hunger, but more particularly to quench their thirll. Befides the above- 
mentioned pliant, called Koii or Gunna, they ufe two others, viz. one called Kamckii 
or Barup, which is faid to be a large and watery root; and another called Ku, which is 
likew'ife, according to report, a large and fucculent root. 

The plants, as well herbs as buflies, Hand very thin in the Carrow-veld; and, in 
fuch a*burning hot climate, where not a drop ol rain falls for the fpace of eight months 
at leaft, it is almofl. inconceivable how they can thrive at all. Their Items and branches, 
likewife, have the^appearance of being brittle and quite dried up; but the leaves, on 
the other hand, are very thick, and filled with a briny fluid, and remain green all the 
year through. Thefe frefh and ever-verdant tops and leaves, however, may perhaps 
receive from the air, which at night is cool, fome moifture for tneir prefervation and 
nourifhment. 'fhe ground appears quite burned up, is of a yellowifh red .colour, and 
confilts of clay w ith ochres of iron and common fait. 

1774.—On the ill of January, dire«Eling our courfe homew'ards, we arrived at Jan 
van Stade’s farm, and afterwards palling an eftate belonging to one Gert van Royen, 
and another belonging to a Van Fors, came to the villa which Gert van Royen occu¬ 
pied himfelf. 

We let our drivers and Hottentots go on with the carts through Hartequas Kloof, 
with orders to wait for us at the Company’s poll at Riet Valley; and I, with my 
Engliffi fellow-traveller, determined to go on horfeback over the dry Carrow, which 
lay to the right, and afterwards proceed through Platte Kloof. But this expedition did 
not end very fortunately; for, as in this level plain, which is fcldom vifited by tra¬ 
vellers, there wete no tracks to follow, we miffed our road, and* the longer we tra¬ 
velled, the farther we went affray, fo that at laft we could not even find oiir way back 
again. We rode on however, as faff as our horfes could go, and the fun began to go 
dow'n withoOt our having perceived the leaff trace of a houfe or farm. At length ,the 
fun being fet, and no hopes left, we retired a little way back to a valley, where thqje 
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was a fmall brook, with a few trees on its borders; and, in this brook, there was ftill 
fome water. ^ 

Here we thought it advifeable to take up ouf lodging for the night. Accordingly 
we unfaddled our horfes, and tied them up, with the halter round one of their legs, 
that they Ihould not run away; and then, by means of our guns, we made a large 
file of Canua-bulhes {falfola (tphylla). Alter this we lay down near the fire, with the 
fuddles under our heads j but could not get a wink of lleep, on account of an intoler- 
altle fenfation of cold, which, though not lb very iutenfe in itfelf, yet, by reafon of 
the burning heat Ave had endured in the day-time, was feverely felt by us, and forced 
us to rifi' feveral times in the'eourfeof an hour, in order to mend the fire, and warm 
ourl'elves all over. Wo had derived this advantage from our guns, ^hat we could al¬ 
ways make a fire; but we |iad no* hopes of finding any thing in this plain To Ihoot, by 
which we might latisfy the cravings of our lloniachs. I had therefore taken the pre¬ 
caution to put into my Ihotiting-bag a few bifeuits and pieces of fugar-candy, which 
were extremely welcome to us at this jundture. 

As loon as it was morning, we looked about us for our horfes, but found that they 
were vaniflied, which did not a little add to our concern, fituated as we were in a 
defart, w'herc our late was uncertain. After having fearched the valley all around, we 
went up upon the heights, and behind thefe we at laft.found our horfes, which with¬ 
out doubt were upon tjie point of going farther, to look out for better fodder. Having 
faddlcd them, we directed our courfe obliquely towards the mountains, where we ar¬ 
rived towards evening, at the houfc of a farmer, who w'as fo poor as fcarcely to be 
mafter of any thing more than the roof over his head. 

Here we took up our night’s lodging, and afterwards made our way .tdiHartequas 
Kloof, where we g>et with our people and our carts. • 

Near Hartequas Kloof, a new range or ridge of mountains commences, which joins 
the former, the cleft ferving as a band of connexion between them. So that the 
Carrow-veld can be feen behind the firil ridge, when one rides into the cleft through 
the next range of mountains near G.-oote Paarde Kraal. 

It is not long fince that this whole traft of land, from Hartequas Kloof down to 
Camtous Rivier. which is now filled with fetllements, was firft peopled ; and twenty- 
three years ago there was not a fingle farm, when, in the year 1750, Governor Tul- 
bagh lent a caravan*out to this coaft, with a view to gain certain intelligeneS with 
refpebl to iht country and its inhabitants. Tulbagh, who ftill lives in the grateful 
hearts of the inhabitants of the Cape, was a governor, who confidered that he was 
raifed to the elevated ftation h« enjoyc^d under government, and appointed to be ruler 
over an extenfive country, not merely to live in luxury, pamper his pride, and accu¬ 
mulate riches, but to unite with ihe Company’s lawful interefts the happinefs of the 
colonifts, grid the advancement and welfare of the colony. 1 his gentleman was alfo 
anxious to have the country by degrees farther explered; for w hich purpofe, in the 
year 1750, he fitted out a caravan, confining of one hundred and fitly foldlers from 
the caltlc, and two burghers, of wliich an officer of the name of lieutelaar was ap¬ 
pointed the commander. With thefe were lent, at the Company’s expence, eleven 
waggons, a great number of draught-oxen, and of othens for killing, and a confider- 
able quantity of amAiunition and provifion. Tlie expedition was to be made into the 
country of the Caffres, and afterwards n'p towartls that of the 'fainbukkis, and then back 
again, through the Snow Mountains and Camdebo; but, on account of the haughti- 
nefs,aud ftupidity of the commander, little w^as done in the bufiuefs, for which reafon, 
on,his return home, he was fent away out of the country j a punifhment he richly 
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deferved. He was a ftrift and rigorous commander, and puniflied with feverity. He 
Hkewife beat the drum all the way, infomuch that all the game that was to have been 
(hot feared away, particularly by the two farmers who went in fuite ; dnd his people 
at length grew extremely mutinous. When he encamped any w'ere at night, the 
waggons were all placed in a ring, within which the cattle and other animals were put, 
and the tents alio pitched. At laft, wlien he arrived at the country of the CalTres, he 
^^ave the Cailre captain, Paloo, a grenadier’s cap, and another to his brother, which 

IS faid to have excited a war amongft the Caffres. The only thing he did for the be¬ 

nefit of the (Company was, that in the harbour near Zwartkops river he fet up the 
Company’s arms, cut in Hone. This journey Lifted eight months. At that time there 
was not a fmglc farm on the other fide of Hartequas Kloof; but the roads were fo un¬ 
known and unbeaten, that the waggons were often obliged to be dragged, by the 
people to whom they belonged, acrol's the moft difficult places. 

Being come from Hartequas Kloof to Gouds Rivicr, wc Itaid a day there in order to 
reft our cattle, which befides were fo grievoufly uftlifted with the hoof diftemper, that 
my companion was obliged to leave one of his oxen behind here, which could get no 
farther. Here too the weather was amazingly warm, warmer indeed than I have ever 
felt, either before or fince, infomuch that the fanners Ihut both the iloors and window- 
Ihutters, in order to keep the fqp out, and their houfes cool. The birds could fcarcely 

fly, and the air„was almoft too hot to be breathed. The heat was without doubt 

feveral degrees above too by Fahrenheit’s thermometer. 

The following days, continuing our route, we arrived at Riet Valley, one of the 
Company’s pofts, where we remained a few days to reft ourfelves, and particularly for 
the fake ci Paying another vifit to Grootc Vader’s Bofeh (or Grandfather’s Wood), 
and feeing* if the difi'erent kinds of trees there were come into ^lolfom, as wc had 
already got pretty far into January, and confequently the fummer was farther advanced 
than it had been at any time before, when wo had vifited this wood. 

On the 14th of January accordingly, we went thither, but were not more fuccefsful 
now than we had been before with refjK'fl to finding the trees in bloflbm, much Icfs 
with fruit on them; fome of them, however, were on the point of budding. 

Here were, at this time, for the Company’s account, two wood-men, who, after 
felling the trees, dragged them to fuch fpots from whence they might be taken up and 
put into waggons. 'I'hc trees w'cre chiefly got out of the wood<by oxen, by means of 
a cord fafteiied round the body of the tree; as no vehicle of any kind <;puld poffibly 
be ufed there. 

As I had no hopes of ever vifiting this place again, kmade a point now of colledting 
and laying up to dry, branches with leaves of every fpecies .of tree, and at the fame 
time of becoming perfe6tly acquainted with the ufe they made in this country of ea ch 
fpecies. 

The ufes of the difi'erent forts, of trees that grew in and round about the wood, were 
as follows: 

Black iron-wood (Zwarte Yzerhout, gardenia Rothmannia\ is hard and ftrong: it is 
ufed for axle-trees and the poles of waggons. 

Yellow-wood (Geelhout, ilex crocea), is of a yellow colour, almoft like box, of a 
dole texture, and handfome. It is ufed for planks and beams ir. the conftrudion of 
houfes, for tables, doors, cupboards, window-frames, and butter-churns. 

Carnallie-wood (Camaffie-hout) is merely a Ihrub, and confequently produces fmall 
pieces only, which ferve for veneering, and to form borders on furniture, as likewife 

for 
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for making planes and other fine and delicate tools. Ihis is one of the fined and 
heavieft kinds of wood. „ 

The wood of the Red pear-tree (Roode Peer) is iifi vi for making the bodies, under 
and upper axle-trees, and the lower parts of wac is. 

The Bucku-tree (Bucku-hout, o/ea capenfu') is trie bed wood for making wheels and 
waggons. 

I'he Red alder (Roode Elfe, cunonia capenfts^ is likewife very proper for making 
waggon-wheels, the naves of wheels and chairs. 

The Afli (Efl'enhovt, Elfenboom, Houtniquas Eflen, Ekcbcrgia capenfu') is a large 
tree, hard, and of a clofe texture, and is ufed for making tools and implements of 
various kinds. t , 

Of the Stink-hout there’are two forts, the w'hite and the brown. Th ■ brown is 
vc> beautiful, being of a dark colour with bright ftreaks and ualhes, min.ii like wal¬ 
nut-tree. Of this are made clothes-prefies, deiks, chairs, tables, arr ilier cottly 
kinds of furniture. When it is firfl: cut down it flinks, a circumltance iiom v Inch it 
has obtained its prefent name; but, in proiiefs of time, when it has been expofed to 
the open air, the difagreeable odour vaniflics. 

The wood of the Olive tree (Olyve-hout, olca Europma) is very heavy, and of a brown 
colour. 1 have often feen, at the farmers’ houfes, chairs made of this wood, which 
felt very heavy in the' hand. This ftrong wood is alfo ufed in tTie conftrudion of 
mills. 

Wild Catjepiring (^gardenia Thunbtrgid) is a hard and ftrong kind of wood, and on 
this account ufed for clubs. 

Witte Eflen (or white afh) is ufed for planks, for waggon-racks, and for the boards 
in waggons, for boards for llioc-makers to cut leather on, and fometimes for cup¬ 
boards. 

Zwart-bafl; {ro'jma •uillofi) is ufed fo» the bodies of waggons, and to make yokes for 
draught-oxen. 

Keur-hoat (^fophora ..apen/ts') is ufed for wheels and the bodies of waggons. 

The Almond tree ( Ainandel-hout) is ufed for heels of fhoes, and for fhoe-maker’s lafts. 

The Aflagay tree (vVflagayboom, curtifui fag'tnca) is ufed for the poles of waggons, 
and as fliafts for the Hottentots’ javelins. , 

Dorn-hoqj; (tnimofa nllot'icd) is ufed for lock-fhoes, to put under waggon-wheels, as 
likewife for the bows of yoke f ;r draught-oxen, and for making charcoal. 

The Waageboom {proiea griVidifora) for fuel and making charcoal. 

The Kreupelboam {protea fpcciofa). The bark is ufed by tannens, for dreffing and 
tanning leather. 

The Leepelboom is made into fpoons and wooden bowls. 

The largeft trees in the African woods, as well in j:his as in others, were the follow, 
ing: the Geelhout Qlex crocea), tiie Bucku (oka capenfu')^ the tarchonarithus cam- 
phoratus, and arboreus, the R; _de-elfe (cunoma capenfu), and the Wite-elfe, the 
Stink-hout, the Aflfagay-hout ( ni'-iifin), the wild Chefnut (Wilde Cailanien, brabejim 
Jlellatum), the wild Fig-tree (Wilde Vygeboom, yfm capenfu), theKeureboom (fophora 
capenfu), the mimofa nilotica, and the Efl'eboom (Ekcbcrgia capenfu ).. 

On the hills grew the ornithogalum'altijjimnm, which was now in full bloflfom, and 
decorated the plain with its long and crouded fpikes of flowers. It was faid to be very 
common every fourth year, and, in the intervening years, hardly to be feen. 

C)ti the 18th, we paffed through Zwcllendam to Steins farm. 
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On the 19th, we crofled over at the ferry, where Breede Rivier and Zonder End 
unite, and then went over HefTaquas Kbof, and pail Gyllenhuyfen’s eftate to Vollen- 
hovens. At Brcede Rivier, where the river Zonder End unites with it, ends that 
mountain which ftretches out from Roode Zand, and diredly oppofitc this place the 
Zwellendam Mountains form an angle. 

On the 20th, proceeding on our route, we went part Melk’s farm to the Company’s 
poll; at Tigerhoek, where not only a great number of cows are kept for making butter 
on the Company’s account, but likewife in the adjacent woods a quantity of timber is 
felled for making all kinds of implements for the Comjjany’s own ufe. 

"J’he workmen are at liberty to cut down and fell fome wood and timber, by way 
of affifting fG fupport them, but no hufbandman is fuffered to fell any here. In Hout- 
niquas and other woods indeed, the hulhandman is at liberty to cut timber, but in 
fome places, not without the fpecial permilTion of government, and paying a contri¬ 
bution of five rix-dollans. 

In this traft refided the Blue Goat, as it is called, {hlauxue bek\ ifeiran, copra leu- 
cophosa,) which is one of the fcarcell in the whole country; it is white, intermixed 
with black hairs. The blue goat is faid to be very negledful of her young, infomuch 
that they are often devoured by^wild beafts; and this is the reafon that is given for 
its being fo fcarcc.^ Its flefli had a better tafte than that of the other fpecies of goats. 

Here were alio a great many zebras or Ariped horfes (crjufis zebro). There is a 
penalty of fifty rix-dollars on fliooting one of thefe animals ; and if any one can be 
caught alive, it is to be lent to the governor. The (Ad ones are hardly ever to be 
caught, and are never ta.med. 'Phe young ones feldom live, and although feeiningly 
tame, are by no means to he truAed. 

After this, pafling by Jurjin Linde’s farm, we arrived at a poll of the Company’s, 
near Zoete-melks Valley, where twenty-four men and a ferjeant are kept for the folc 
purpofe of felling timber in the adjacent woods. .. From this place the Clompany receives 
the greateft part of its Aiip and common timber, of wdiich three large waggon-loads 
are lent every mouth up to the Cape. Phe labourers here alfo are permitted to cut a 
reafonable quantity, and fell it on their own account. I'hc large pieces of timber, 
fuch as,teams, &c. are dragged out of the wood by oxen, and it muff be confefled, 
not wirltout the greateft difficulty. t 

To the I'maller pieces, fuch as wedges, handles for axes, gun-ftocks, wheel-timber, 
axle-trees, kc. the form is given before they are carrietl out of the wooct. When a 
very large tree is felled, it is left for fome time 10 fplit yf itfelf; then it is cloven and 
cut up. 

Here I had an opportunity of feeing how they prepared tfie wheat-llraw iifcd for 
thatching. The ftioaves with the ears on w ere ftruck againft a block, till the grain ran 
out and the ears dropped pff. Tbe bufmefs goes on much llower in this method of 
thralhing than when the corn is trodden out by horl'es 5 but the ftraw is preferved whole 
by it and even. 

On the 24th, we palled by the Zickenhuys (or hofpital), a fmall poll of the Com¬ 
pany’s, which is fubjefl: to the former poll near 'Zoete-melks Valley, and in which there 
are only two men, and went forward to Grocnew'aPs farm, and afterwards to Gyllen¬ 
huyfen’s, near 'Zwart Rivier (the Black River),- The Black Mountains, which com¬ 
menced near Grocnewal’s farm, came to a termination here. 'I’hey wcTe not very 
high; 

On the 25th, wc travelled on to Badenborft’s and Beyer’s eftates, near Bobter 
Rivier. 

Here 
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Here I fliot a cat, fpotted with black (viverrd ); the {kin fnieUed fo (Irong of muik, 
that when it was hung up in the cart to dry, J could not endure the ftench of it. It 
is in confequence of this Itrong fmcll that the animal is not eafily caught by the dogs. 

The ridge of mountains which we had feen terminate near Heflaquas Kloof, began 
at the fide of Klcine Hout-hoek, behind Franfche-hoek. Within the mountains of 
Groote Hout-hoek, a ridge was alfo feen to fhoot out along the fea-fhore, which went 
almoll as far as Mufcle Bay. Within this laft, another ridge projeds, which comes 
to a termination between Gyllenhuyfen’s and Groenewal’s farms, and, directly oppofite 
to Badenhorft’s farm, has a high peak, called the Tower of Babel. 'I’hefe two ridges^ 
are lujt united with the other mountains, but leave an open fpace near Booter Rivier. 

Gn the 26th, palling over Grpotehout-hoek, Palmit’s and Steenbrafepiey Rivers, 
we arrived at the Hottentot’s Holland Mountain, on which there are feveral farms. 

Baboons, a fort of large and ill-conditioned monkeys, tvith tails no longer than (heir 
thighs, are found in thele mountains. This animal is long a growing, and, when full 
grown, is almoft as large as a blood-hound; at this period, it ihould not be kept tied 
up with a ftring only ; for, without an iron shain, it bites every thing afunder. Several 
dogs together, indeed, ntay catch a baboon, but one or two feldom can; becaufe if 
the baboon, which is furprifmgly quick and nimble, (jets hold of the dog by the hind 
feet, he fwings it round, till the dog is quite giddy, and as it were drunk. With his 
large teeth he bites violently, and defends himfelf obftinately. 

lunally, we went down the mountain, over its lleep hills, and then over the level 
plain to the Cape. 


V 

The CapCy 1774. 

BEING arrived in town fo’^ate in the year, after a journey of five months, I was 
obliged to ufe difpatch, in order that I might be able to embrace the opportunity of 
fending, in the beginjing of this year 1774, to the Botanic Gardens of Amftevdam, 
Leyden, and Lceuwarden, by the homeward-bound fliips failing for Europe, a confider- 
able quantity bf bulbous roots, herbs, feeds, and growing plants; and alfo to my other 
patrons a great number of bulbous roots, feeds, infects, Ilufl'cd birds, and other fcarce 
animals. 

The firtl four months in the year arc the moft bufy at the Cape, when the Dutch 
{hips, as well as thofc that belong to foreign nations, return from the Eall Indies, and 
others arrive from Europe; fo that there are at this time about twenty or thirty {hips in 
the road. . The firit Dutch homeward-bound fleet too now lay ready, and I had an op¬ 
portunity of fending part of my collcHions by it, and tlte remainder afterwards, as 
as they were ready, by the fliips that lailed later. 

A fliip from Holland, the Bekvliet, arrived here, after a long and unfortunate voy¬ 
age. Through the captain’s neglctil and ignorance, the (hip had got fo jnuch under the 
African coaft as to lofe its proper winds,, and to be obliged to make Angola, after firft 
making Waafvifeh Bay, with only nine men in health on board. During this long voy¬ 
age the feurvy had raged among the crew, which was faid to have been very generally 
as weH as plentifully bled, lb that the greateft part of it had died. Complaint was made 
both againll the furgeon and the captain for not having underftood their faufinefs. The 
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former died on the paflage, and the latter received the punifliment e richly deferved. 
The fick had not only been fupplied wifh improper medicines, but a,lfo, in other refpefts, 
had been treated with great negligence. One morning four men were reported as dead; 
one of whom, juft as they were going to few him up in his hammock, was found alive 
by the fail-maker, although he foon after breathed his laft. Another morning five men 
had been reported dead ; all of them had been fewed up in their hammocks, and two 
Thad already been thrown over-board; when the third, the inftant he was put on the 
plank, called out, “ Mailer Boatfwain, I am alive ftill!” to which the boatfwain, with 
unfcafonable jocularity, replied, “ You alive, indeed ! ^hat, do you pretend to know 
better than the furgeon ?” 

For every fick man fent to the hofpital the captayi pays two Ikellings, and he keeps 
back in return the man’s allowance on board. > 

The building of the new hofpital was not very far advanced this fummer, neither, 
indeed, could the work go on very fall. Of ninety men who were allotted for this pur- 
pofe, few were at work, and a great part of them were on furlough, or were fet upon 
other work on the hofpital’s account. • 

"Befides a handfome houfe, built in the Company’s garden in town, the governor has 
alfo one at Rondebofch, and another at Nieuw land, both out of town, to w'hich he may 
retire at pleafure, and unbend his mind when opprellcd with the cares of ftate. Another 
fuch houfe was now to be built likewife for his accommodation at Baay-fals. 

The Company has very fine gardens both at Rondebofch and Nieuwland, from whence 
the Ihips and the hofpital are fupplied with vegetables. 

Since the governor. Van der Stell, in the beginning of this century, had appropriated 
to himfelf a confiderable portion, and that the bell, of the land, (and the fame had been 
done by feveral of the Company’s fervants, to the great prejudice of the burghers and 
colonifts,^ they lie under a ftridt prohibition againll holding any farms. Jn lieu thereof, 
after being obliged to difpofe of their farms, fc^veral perquifites have been allowed them; 
fuch as the difpencier, or purveyor, five per cent, upon imported, and the fame on ex¬ 
ported, wares ; ..as likewife upon grain, butter, «kc. The collector has two and a half 
per cent, on the monies, the ftorc-keeper four, the commiflary of the holpital five, the 
infpe^lor of the auctions five per cent, on all goods and merchandize fold by auftion; 
and ‘all this, befides their ufual monthly falary. Bo that it only forne few of the 
high er people in office that have a fmall villa for their pleafure near the C'ape, but from 
whence no commodities mu ft be carried out and difpofed of. *■ 

The Ihips that arrived here brought the news that Baron Van Plettenberg had been 
nominated governor of the Cape and the colony, and liad been fhprtly after inftalled in 
his office. 

The governor, together witli feven counfellors of police, has the fupreme direftion 
and command, as well .with refpedl to the Company’s traffic here, as alio to the w'hole 
economy of the colony, without being fubjedt to the government of Batavia, which have 
otherwife the fupreme command over all the ftdtories in India. 

All criminal caufes come under the cognizance and jurifdidlion of the grand court of 
jufticc. In this the commandant of the garrilon prefides, and the governor has nothing 
to do with it, excepting merely to fign his name to death-warraijts. 

Finally, there are two other courts of judicature in the colony. One of thefe is ati 
Stell cnbofch, to which four parifhes are fubjedt, with their churches, vizr. Stellenbofch, 
Urakenftesn, Zwartland, and Roode Zand; the other is at Zwellendam, and compre¬ 
hends one very large and extenfive parifh, which, however, has not yet been provided 
either with a church or minifter. 

II 
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The Cape of Good Hope, although it was firft difcovered by the Portuguefe above 
three hundred years ago, was frequented by thorn for the fpace of one hundred years and 
upwards, and afterwards by the Dutch Eaft India Company’s Ihips for more than half a 
century, before pofleffion was taken of any part of the country, or any cultivation was 
bellowed upon it, fo that the colony is not above a hundred and twenty years old ; for, 
in the year 1650, when the Dutch Ihips, on their return from the Indies, touched here 
and took in refrelhments, for which they bartered with the Hottentots, the country 
was, for the firll time, furveyed with any degree of attention, by a furgeon of the 
name of Jan van Riebeekj who belonged to the licet, and had fome knowledge of 
botany; and as he found both the climate and the foil adapted to the cultivation of 
culinary vegetables and fruit-trees, on his return home he propofed to the diredlors to 
ellablilh a colony here. 

On mature deliberation the propofal was agreed to, and Jan van Riebeek was fent 
out as admiral and commander-in-chief, w'ith four Ihips, which were llored with 
materials for building, carpenters, and feeds of all kinds. On his arrival at the Cape, 
ho treated with the Hottentots for the pu?chafe of a piece of ground, on which was 
erefted a fortrel's, llorehoufe, and hof|)ital; and, at the fame time, the firll founda¬ 
tions were laid of this great and flouriihing colony, which does more honour to man¬ 
kind than all the victories of Alexander the Great, and much more than all the 
important conquells tlie Dutch arms liave been able to make in every other part of the 
world. 

The fum ff)r which the firll piece of land was purchafed, is very dillerently reported, 
as well as the quantity of the land itfelf. The firll purchafe fum is laid to have 
amounted to fifty thouland guilders in wares, and by another purchafe to have been 
augmented with thirty thouland guilders more; which, although it may adlually be lb 
great in the Company’s books, yet it leems to be abfolutely incredible, that the Hot¬ 
tentots lliould ever have received the major part of it. 'i'iie lall purchafe is faid to have 
extended as far as Mofielbaay, but this is the leis true, or even probable, as during the 
time that V;in Ricbcvk was governor of the Cape, as he afterwards was, his firthell 
difcoveries reached only to that mountain, which is called alter him, Riebeek’s 
Called, and Hands at a good dillance within the long range of mountains. In my 
opinion, the laud purchafed at firll was 110 more than that tradl of country wjtich lies 
between Tt^blc Mountain and Zout Rit'icr, from whence the colony has fince been 
continually more atid more extended in the fame manner as it is now daily enlarged 
and augmented. I’he citadel was at firll built of wood and earth ; and it was not till 
the year 1664, tJiat, together with its fortifications, it was built of Hone. Near Zout 
Rivier (Salt Rivier) a fmall fort, called (Keer de Koe) lurn the C^ow, was alfo 
eroded for the purpofc of proteding the Company’s cattle that grazed in the field, 
which it commanded, and to hinder them either, from g^oing acrofs the river to the* 
Hottentot’s.' lands, or from being llolen by the natives of the place. With this view, 
therefore, near the fort a liable was built for fifty hori'es, with which the Hottentots, 
who wore very fwift of foot, and difappeared in an inllant, might be purfued with all 
polfible^^eed. 'J’his, together with a farm near C.onllantia, laid out by Van Riebeek, 
was without doubt the firll and inconliderable commencement .of this fettlement. 
This infiyit ellablilhmcnt was probably not meant to extend fo far as it has done fince, 
but was intended only for the cultivation of fuch articles as were neccH'ary for fupply- 
the fhipping that arrived there with relVelhmeius. But, on a closer examination 
of the climate, the fertility of the foil, and the weaknefs of the natives, it was refolved 
to extend the fettlement, and feveral Europeans were perfuaded to emigrate and fettle 
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hi re, and to cultivate a confiderable trad of land, which was granted to them and 
their heirs for ever. Shortly after th/s, marriageable girls were fent out from the 
orphan-houfes, for the purpofe of ftill more increafing the colony ; the inhabitants of 
which got at firft, on (rufl, implements that were neceflary for the cultivation of the 
land, and fpread thcmrelves out to Stellenbofch and Drakenftein (where the Fi^nch 
Proteftanf refugees in particular ftrengthened the fettlemcnt), and afterw^ards on the 
other fide o; the mountains to Roode Zand. The whole of Zw^artland was afterwards 
peopled, though a fandy and more meagre foil. In fine, within thefe lafi: thirty 
years the colony has increafed to fuch a degree, and with, fuch rapidity, that not only 
the country from Roode Zand and Hottentot’s Holland Mountains has been occupied 
and inhabited as far as Zwellcndam, but alfo as far as Moflfelbaay, Houtniquas, Lange 
Kloof, Kromme Rivier, and all the way to Camtous Rivitr, the Bokke and Rogge- 
velds, Camdebo, and the Snow' Mountains. 

The colony of the Cape takes in the town with its parifli and church, Paarl with its 
parilh and church, the 'I'yger Mountains, &c. and extends as far as Moll'elbanks Rivier 
and Baay-falls. • 

The colony of Stellenbofch was founded by the governor Simon vandcr Steel, in 
ibyq, like a cottage, and provii^ed with a couri-houfe and church, at the diltance of 
eight miles from ,the Cape. It extends from the "fyger Mountains to Hotientot’s 
Holland, and nearly to Baay-falls, and, at the northern enci, to Paarl and Mof- 
felbank. 

Drakenftein wns founded in 1670, with a very fmall church, and Hands fo clofe to 
Stellenbofch, that it might with great propriety be fubjecl to it. And indeed this was 
confidered as a'feparate colony, more out of compliment than ncccllity. 

The Company paid only four Ikellings for a livi; flieep, and the burglu is in the 
town paid one ikelling (rather more than fix-pence T.nglilh) for twidve pounds of 


mutton. • 

A great many officers belonging to the ihips lodged in the fame houf- with me. A 
mate paid lefsper/liem than a captain, as his pay was lef , .dihough he was equally 
well-lodged, and equally free from reftraint, and had the lame Uible and attendance ; 
and this regulation appeared to me in maiiv refpedls as equitable as it was handlbme and 
delicater « 

Charcoal is a very dear article at the Cape, and is generally carriixl thither from 
Europe. For a chaldron of charcoal, which ought to contain thirty-fix Ichepels- (or 
bufhels), of which, however, only thirty-two are delivered out to the purchal’cr, 
the blackfmiths pay eighteen rix-dollars, and eight rix-dollars for one hundred weight 
of iron. 

, Bulbous plants, in all probability, repofe at times, or they are not fecn every year in 
equal quantities. In fome, places one fees them in one year in great abundance, and 
another year fcarcely any. 

When a flave plays any knavifti trick, or does mifehief to any of the neighbours, 
the farmer who owns him is generally obliged to make good the damage, and fre¬ 
quently to pay one half of the value of the Have, though at the fame time the Ij^ve like- 
wife may chance to undergo corporal punilhment for it. < 

When an inferior fervant of the Company trelpafies, lu; ufually undergoes corporal 
punilhment; but a burgher is fined. The former contributes to the refofmation of 
manners, and.the latter to lining the fifcal’s pockets. 

The laws refpefting marriage at the Cape differ in many relpects from thofe that are 
in force at other places j and divorces frequently happen here, attended with fingular 
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A. circumftances. The wife of one Sardyn, who had been a foldier feventeen years, 
and at this time kept a public-houfe and a dancmg-hou/e I'or the reception of the com¬ 
mon people, was proved in court, by the e\'idence of two witneffes, to have had a 
criminal connexion with a drummer. The prol'ecutor was allowed, it is true, to part 
with-his wife, but then fhe was exempted from all farther punilhinent; while he, on 
the contrary, was flogged and fent to Batavia, without being fullered to receive the 
leafl. benefit from his property. • 

A certain hatter in the town, who was a bachelor, had got two of his flaves with 
child. For the child he had.by one ol' them, he, in quality of its father, demanded 
baptifm, and accordingly this was baptized, and coniequently free; Avhile the other 
girl’s child remained unbaptized apd a Have. 

The winter of this year, • in the months of June, July, and Auguft, w'as very cold, 
with a great deal of rain ; and on the 6tli of July particularly, both the Devil’s Moun¬ 
tain and J’ablc Mountain were covered with fnow and hail. !• feveral places, the 
vines, as w'cll as many vegetables in the kitelten-gardens, had been killed or greatly 
damaged by the froll. • 

In the (loinpany’s garden there was a very beautiful covered walk, formed of 
chefnut-trees, which were now very thick and large. It w'as this year cut down root 
and branch liy oiaier of the governor, for the purpoie of making diiferent kinds of 
iurniture of its elegant .vriod; and in its Read were planted oaks, w'hfch, however, are 
as little likely to reRore the beauty of the garden, as thofe curious animals are to re¬ 
turn tiiiilicr, whicli tl;e highly relpeclablc Coventor Tulbagh had taken pains to col¬ 
lect ttigi iiier there, from the interior parts of Africa; but which, after his death, were 
turned ('ut by his I'ucccfl'or to become a prey to ravenous beaRs. 

rile Iruit ol a fpecies ol mcfimbrymiibcmuni was I'ometimes brought to the town as 
a rarity, and was called Rofa de Jericho. When if is put into water, it gradually 
o[)ens all its fced-vell'els, and exadly; refembles a fun; and when it becomes dry 
again, it centrads iti'elf and clofes by degrees, d’his is no lefs aneceflary than Rngular 
properly, whicli itoiuts out the admirable iiiRitution of an all-wife Creator ; inafinuch 
as this plant, which is found in the moR arid plains, keeps its feeds fait locked up 
in time of drought; hut when the rainy leafon comes, and the feeds can grow, it 
opens its recejiiacles, ^nd lets fall the feed, in order that they may be difperfed abroad. 
The water in which this I'ruit has lain is fometiraes given to women that are near their 
time, and is fliought to procure them an cal'y delivery. 

Ordinary public-houfcs are much more rarely to be met witli here than tlicy are in 
Europe, and taverns Rill more’ fo, as every body has a quantity of vine in his own 
houfo, iufiicient for himft'lf and his friends. Some there are however for the lower 
clafs of people, though very dillerent from thofe which abound fo much in our more 
refined quarter of the globe; being defigned not fo much lor drinking and tippling, of 
whicli drunkepnefs, noife, and riotous diforder are the frequent concomitants, as for 
mere diverfion and recreation. 'I’he inferior kinds of public-houRs tiierefore are at the 
I'ante time dancing houl'es, where every evening mulicians are to be found, and the 
gueRs, by paying for their wine only (but at a very dear rate), have an opportunity of 
dancing. No c:ird-pl;iyiug is lulfered, .and the dancing is over at a certain hour in the 
nigiil, when every one goes quietly honie, without making a noife or affrighting others, 
which would not be eafily tolerated by the night-watch, nor go unpuniflied by the 
government. 

At*my leifure hours I never neglected to vifit the hills, mountains, and fields, near 
the town. For the purpofe of carrying a book and other things neceflary for putting 
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up 'uy feeds and plants, I ufually took witli me a hired flave. This year, through the 
kiiidnefs of the furgeon, I got a man out of the hofpital to carry my apparatus, who 
had been brought by a fingular dcfliny to this fouthenimoft point of Africa. He was 
born in Germany, and, for the Hike of trafficking, had traveled much, and had lived for 
fonic time in Holland, France, and England, where he rcfided laft, and carrietkon a 
fmall trade in certain drugs, and fome chemical preparations. In the courfe or this 
b'ufinefs, having embarked for France, the Ihip v as driven by a ftorm tow'ards the coaft 
of Holland, where it was wrecked, and he lod all his little property. On getting affiore, 
he fold liis knee-buckles, and, with the iri/ling viaticum produced by them, fet out for 
Amllerdam, where he met with an old acquaintance, who oflered him his alliftance; 
and under the pretext of procuring him a lodging, look him to a kidnapper’s. Here 
his friend called for brandy, victuals, and wine, of which they both partook. At length, 
when he imd his friefld parted, he obferved that the landlord gave the latter two ducats. 
Immediately upon thft he himfelf w-as prevented from going out; he then found, tf) his 
coll, that he was kidnapped ; and, being no ftranger to the Dutch language, threatened 
the kidnapper to lodge a complaint again!! him, if he did not inftantly fet him at liberty. 
'Fhe kidnapper then began to make fome inquiries about his rcfidence, means of fup- 
port, &c. and, as he could not ^.pay his reckoning, abfulutely retufed to let him go. 
When muftered ofi board of fhip, w'hither he had been ciirried, without having been 
pl-evioufly taken to the Eaft-India houfe, and received there,* he complained to the 
direftor; but, as the poor fellow could not pollibly pay for what the kidnapper had 
received of the Company to fit him out, he w'as obliged, nolens volcus, to fail ior tlu- 
Cape, where he arrived fick, and was taken to the hofpital. This poor man accompa¬ 
nied me twice in my c.xcurfions; but foon regained his liberty by running away, and 
getting on board one of the Englifli (hips that lay in the road. 

Pomegranates grew in fevcral of the gardens, but were not expofed to fale, nor much 
eaten in the town. But chefnuts {afculus pavia) were fold here in plenty, and eaten 
by way of deferi, roafted, with a little butter. 

By the ffiips that arrived from Europe, I had not only the pleafure to receive letters 
from my patrons in Amfterdam, intimating their fatisfaftion at what I had font them, 
but alfo received a confiderable fum in ducats, for the purpofe of paying off part of the 
debt 1‘had contrafted during the two lafl years. , 

There had arrived from England, in order to proceed to Bengal, Lady Ann Monfon, 
who had undertaken this long and tedious voyage, not only for the purpdfe of acaiin- 
panying her huiband, who went out as colonel of the regiment in the Eaft Indies; but 
alfo with a view to indulge her paffion for natural hiltory. This learned lady, during 
the time Ihe ftaid here, made feveral very fine colle6!ions, arid particularly in the ani¬ 
mal kingdom. And, as I had f. equently had the pleafure, together with Mr. Mafon, 
of accompanying her to. the adjacent farms, and, at the fame time, of contributing 
greatly to the enlargement of her collections, fhe had the goodnefs, before her depar¬ 
ture, to make me a prefent of a valuable ring, in remembrance of her, and of the friend- 
fhip with which ffie had honoured me. She was a lady about fixty years of age, who, 
amongft other languages, had alfo fome knowledge of the Latio, and had, at her own 
expence, brought with her a draughtfman, in order to affift her jn collecting and deli¬ 
neating icarce fpecimens of natural hiftory. 

The government at the Cape had rcfolved to fend this year a veffel callt-d a Hoeker, 
to Madagaftar, to barter for flaves; and the Governor Baron Van Plettenberg had the 
kindnefs to oft'er to fend me out as furgeon to the Ihip. But although 1. had much 
wiihed to vifit fo large and remarkable an iiland, ftill my inclination to fee the northern 
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part of Africa was much more prevalent. I therefore begged to be excufed from mak¬ 
ing this voyage j and recommended a friend apd countryman of mine, Mr. Oldenburg, 
who had been pradifing botany for the fpace of two years that he had accompanied me 
in my excurfions, to go as furgeon’s mate. My recommendation was taken; and Mr. 
Oldenburg even made feveral colledion of plants j but did not live to return from fo 
un<i^holcfome and fcorching a climate. 

This winter Alderman Berg fliewcd me a very curious Fungus (Jjydnora) which h^d 
been fent to him, as a great rarity, by a farmer, from the interior part of the country. 
I'his fungus, which was called Jackhal’s Koll (or Jackall’s food) being, on examination, 
found to be, with rcfpcfl: to‘the parts of friuftification, the moil extraordinary plant oi 
any hitherto known, confirmed my refolution of vifiting the northern parts of the Cape, 
and excited in me a wifli to exarnine this fungus, with feveral other plants, in their 
native foil, however arid and barren. 

I fitted myfell out as in the preceding year, in the month of September, and again 
had Mr, Mafon, the Englifh gardener, for my fellow-traveller, although he was not 
much inclined to make any long excurfion,this year. 


Journey to Rogge-vcid. 

ON the 29th of September, 1774, I fet out with my fellow-travellcf, on my third 
journey to the interior part of Africa. After eroding Zout Rivier and Moflelbank’s 
Rtvier, vve arrived at Vifcherflioek, a corn-farm of the Company’s, occupied by the 
governor. This year eighty barrels of feed had been fown. 

The ftranguary raged amongll the cattle here, and was occafioned by the euphorbia 
genijiiodcs. As a fovereign remedy for this diitemper, the farmers gave the cattle a tea¬ 
cup full of powdered oilrich egg-fliells mixed with vinegar. The rj»finous clot of Eu¬ 
phorbia, which lluck fall in the urethra, was fometiines extra£led, when it appeared 
quite white, and about half a finger in length. 

Oa the 30th, wd’rode pall Engelaar’s farm to Matth. Greef’s,'ncar Moff^bank’s 
River, in «thefc low fandy plains, and ."n the dwarf-buflies upon them, there were 
hares in abundance, infornneh that one might llioot as many as one chofe; but nobody 
fet any value upon this kind of game, the ilc-fli of which had fo dry a talle. 

Here 1 heard intieh talk of a Hottentot water-melon, w'hich is laid co be a large and 
fucculeut root, called Kou by tiie Hottentots, who grind it down to meal, and bake it 
like bread. 

On the 2d of Oclober, wc crofl'ed Moffelbank’s River to Jurgen Kutfe’s, and from 
thence proceeded to ;\braham Bofman’s, near Paarls-berg. 

Paarl Mountain is neither very high nor of great extent in length ; but it abounds in 
water, fo as amply to fupiriy the farms that lie on each fide, and a large mill fituated 
at the foot of it. 

The church ftandh on the eafl fide of the mountain. • 

The farmers here chiefly cultivated vines, the flocks of which are often of fifty 
years’ growth, and produce a delicious and full-bodied wine. Wheat was not much 
cultivated here, and the quantity of culinary vegetables was but fmall, as “was alfd the 
number of the cattle, 
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Here we ftaid a couple of days in order to inveftigate the mountains with due care 
and accuracy. Having arrived at the top from the eaftern fide, we obferved a place 
called the Company’s Cellar (Kelder). I'his confifted of a fomewhat concave and large 
rock, which had fallen over another rock inclining towards it. Thefe two rocks toge- 
gether formed an arched cellar, as it were, open at both ends, and poffeffing an agreei- 
able coolnefs. 

« The Paarl Diamonds were two very large, bare, ftcep, and almoll conic moun¬ 
tains, the foot of which.was fo wide at bottom, that it required an hour to walk 
round it. 

On the 5th, we proceciled to Hannes van Aarde’s, near Paardeberg, wliich is a 
little higher than Paarl Mountain; this Hands feparate, :ind has taken its name from 
the wiki Cape horfes (or Zebras), whicli formerly were to lie I'een here in great num¬ 
bers. At this time there was only a dozen of thefe beautiful animals, and thefe were 
proteeVed by government, and were fr.r from being Ihy. 

On the 7th, we pulled on to Lofper’s ellate; and, 

On the 8th, palling by Peter Lofper’s ;yid Johannes Wallher’s farm, we came to 
Dreyer’s eflate, near Riebeck Callle, a large niountaiti, lb named tifter V,in Riebeek, 
the founder and lirll governor of this colony, 'i. he mountain was very high, and its 
Tides were fleep. ^ 

My fellow-lruYc'ilcr ar.d 1 , one day, climbed up to the high fcops of this rnouTUain, 
whilli our oxen, which \vc ha.d ordered to be taken oil Iroin the wa.ggons, kept graz¬ 
ing at the fide of it. We were obliged to make aimofi; the whole circle of die moun¬ 
tain before we could gel to tiu; peak we willied to alcend. When arrived uj)en this 
fummit, we perceived our w.'iggons Handing ;\l the foot of the mountain ; but liiw, at 
the fame time, that wc wer(‘ jej)ar;iled from them i)y fuch Heej) precipices on this lide, 
that it appeared to us iinpoHIble to reach them, without returning by the fame way that 
W'e had come, which was rieiirly three mile.s iibout. iJouever, vi liilH we were fearch- 
ing here after foine curious jih'.nm, and layiiig them up in our books, 1 Humbled upon 
a very near, but, at the fame time, dangerous way, to get to the otlier fide of the 
mountain’s perpendicular flanks. H'Jiis was a chink of a few' fathoms’ length, and fo 
narrow, as to be capable of admitting a niiddle-fized man only. 'I'hrough this I ventured 
to crawd on my hands and feet, and was ibrtunatc enougli to get fafe over to the other 
fide, from whence it was only tlie diilanee of ;i mufleet-fhot to our waggons. My fel¬ 
low-traveller, together with his dog, Hood alloniflied ;it my adventurous •exploit, the 
one howling, and the other almoll crying ; and, at the fame time, vexed to think that 
he fhould be obliged to go alone a long way round about, without once (.taring to take 
the diredl path. My counige was rewarded with a fmall plant whicli 1 j!;oi in the chink, 
and w'hich I afterwards fought in vai/t ;u other places.^, 

On the I itlt, we came to Viiermuys Drift and Larry, after having jtaflld Lombart’s 
anu Ovverholfen’s cHates,’aml iidningberg, which is a low mountain, and of a fmall 
extent. 

On the 12th, we arrived at Wilhelm Ikirger’s grazing farm, near Marje’s Drift and 
Rivier, where our waggon and cart were conveyed over by boats, and the oxen fwam 
acrofs. 

On the 13th, 1 obferved a rainbow, wtiich was extremely pale, Vith the dullefl co¬ 
lours imaginable, being formed merely out of a riling fog. 

On the J4th, we arrived at Hanekamp’s farm, near I’icquet-berg, which here Hrefch- 
ed north and fouth, but on the eaftern lide, to the northward, had fevcral benduig.s, 
the ridges of which ran i'outh-eaH and north-weft. Towards the northern end, the 
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mountain goes up almoft to the long chain of mountains, from whence a point projefts, 
forming a new range of mountains, the ridges of which run on to the fea-fhore. From 
this it fhould feem, as if Picquet Mountain had a’dilferent diredion from all other moun¬ 
tains ; but it is only on the eaftern fide that fuch a ridge runs, and, at the northern end, 
the mountain is continued farther, and runs a great way out to the fouth-eall and north- 
weft. This mountain is higher than Riebeek Caftle, and, in the eaft and north, has 
a great many fteep and inacceffible rocks, with flat and level furfaces at top. , 

Here grew a flirub called Zand-olvyc (dodonma angvJtifolia\ the wood of which was 
of a hard nature. This -was dried, and a decodion of it was drank in fevers, by way 
of a purgative. 

'J'igers infefted the buflies in thefe fandy plains ; and 1 faw feveral perfons that had 
been bitten by them, though nobody had l>cen killed. I was aflured by rhany people, 
that a tiger preferred a wild-goat to a flicep. I'he tiger is fuppofed to be more treach¬ 
erous, and lefs magnanimous, than the lion. He feldom fails to rufli upon a man who 
pafles the thicket where he lies concealed; and it is impoilible for him to hear the cry 
of fa, fa,” without attacking the perfon ^hat utters tlie found. I was told of a flave 
in Madagafcar, w'ho having ftepped liehind a thicket to cafe nature, was attacked by a 
tiger, and wounded fo feverely, that he fainted away through lofs of blood j but, 
ieizing the tiger at the fame time by tlic throat, quite ftifled him, fo that tlic tiger was 
found dead, and the fl ive near him in a fwoon. Tlie (^ape tiger is»fmall, and about 
the fize of a dog. 

F.lcphants were formerly very numerous in thefe parts; but, at prefent, they are 
quite extirpated. The beft method to efcape from thefe large beafts, whofc height 
foraetimes reaches to eighteen feel, is cither to fly to tiie w^ater, or to .get into fonie 
filfure of a rock. 

Near Picquet Mountain we, for the firft time, difcovcrctl and fliot a dove (Roode 
Turtelduyv, columba Sencgalcnfts'). I’his bird is generally Ibund farther up the coun¬ 
try, and is faid not to have been fo hi^i up towards the Cape till within the lad feven 
years. 

TheyAt/'c/w incarnuta, a very branchy plant without leaves, was •found in the vici¬ 
nity of the mountains, thougl; it w^as rather fcarcc 5 the Hottentots ate it, after peel¬ 
ing ofl' the edges and prickles. 

Vogel Valley was*a kind of fwanip, which lay at the foot of the mountain dppofite 
Paarl, and v as frequented by fca-fowls and fnipes. 

All the roads here were fandy and heavy, like thofe about Saldahna-bay. 

Near Picquet-berg to the Rorthward, ftootl Captain Kloofs Mountain, and within 
this, farther to tht northw'ard, Drie Fontein’s-berg, and then 15 abian’s-berg, or the 
Baboons Mountain, which, with its feveral different heads, ftrctched on tt) the fea- 
flioro. 

Travelling farther on we came to Carrelfpeck’s fai’iri, fituated under Picquet Moun¬ 
tain ; from thence to Gert Smidt’s, and afterwards to Dirk Kutfe’s, where Vcrlooren 
Valley has its origin, and fprings from a mountain belonging to tlie long chain of moun¬ 
tains ; and, finally, to And. Greef’s. 

T'he eftates in this* trad are embelliflted with vineyards, corn-fields, and beautif'uJ 
gardens. * • 

Here I pet with a lemon, which contained another within it, furniflied with a red 
rind. Neither of thefe two lemons had any feed, and the rind of the inner lemon was 
faid to have even a four tafte. 
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Here I alfo faw a goofe’s egg, which contained another egg enclofed within it. The 
external egg had a yolk, but the inner jione. 

Oftriches abound in all tlicfc parts. They frequently do great damage to the farmers, 
by coming in flocks into their fields, and deflroying the ears of wheat, fo that nothing 
but the bare draw itfelf is left behind. The body of this bird is not higher than the 
corn, and w'hen it devours the ears, it bends down its long neck, fo that it cannot be 
feen at a diltance; but on the leaft noife it rears up its head and long neck, and can 
thus forefee its danger in time, and make its cfcape, before the farmer gets within gun- 
fhot of it. 

When this bird runs it has a proud and haughty look, and feems not to make much 
hafle, tikhough it be in great dillrefs, efpecially if the w ind is with it; and when the 
wind blows a little, it flaps its wings, which greatly ailifts it'in its flight. It is then im- 
polfible to overtake it with the Iwifteft liorfe, except when tlie weather is exceedingly 
wartn and at the fame time calm, or when its w'ings have been fliot off'. 

One morning, as 1 rode pail a place where a hen-off rich fat on her neft, the bird fprang 
up and purfued me, with a view to prevent my noticing her young ones, or her eggs. 
Every time I turned my horfe towards her, flie retreated ten or twelve paces ; but as 
foon as I rode on ffie purfued me“ again. 

The fiirmers here likewife informed me, that a ff onc or two is fometimes found in the 
oftrich’s eggs, wh^ch is hard, white, rather flat and fmootii, and about the fize of a 
bean. Thefe Hones are cut and made into buttons, but 1 never had the g( od fortune 
to fee any of them. 

Partridges (Tetran) abound here and in many other parts of the country. They did 
not immediately t;ikc wing when we rode full trot alter them, hut they ran fo fwiit 
along the road that we could liarJly keej) pace witli them ; at length they tOi)k flight 
fidc-ways with loud and violent I'crcams. 

Verlooren Valley is the name given to a rivulu' that derives itsfoiircc from the above- 
mentioned range of mountains, and empties itfelf into the lea. Its banks are in many 
places overgrown with reeds and ruffles (ivutv, tn-inid'i'), w hich funeiiines Ihoot up to 
the height of fcveral yards, infomuch tiiat ilie rivtd' i, in fuch places, cannot be feen. 
In thefe impenetrable recefl'es an innumerable muliiiude of birds h.ave their haunts and 
places (^f refuge, fuch us different forts of herons (^(irdsu aendc<-i), ducks 

(^anata), and coots (^fediav). In fome plactsit ’’ois narrow, and in otj^ers broad; 
but in particular it grew^ wider and wider the nea.rer it ajipioaciied to tlie lea. In fume 
places there w'ere large holes and deep refervoirs. It nuts into tlie ocean to the north¬ 
ward, and, when it is Iow% the mcn.th appeals dry, and the c!iri;ent there entirely 
choaked up wi’h the fand, :md ffagnaling. d’he nearer it approaches the fea. the deeper it 
grows in the middle, and tlie fr er it is from reeds. It has many vviiuilngs, ami in its 
coiirfe, runs bet ween two tolerably liigli mountains. The water it: {wett and good; 
but near the fea, from the' iiilci mixture ol' the lall-w'ater, and efpccitillv in the dry fea- 
fon, it grows faltifh. We cticamped feveral days along its banks in :im open air, till 
we came to its mouth, in a Tandy and barren field, where no colonifts Oweii, am! where 
ther e were only a few places for gr.ixing cattle, which were inoflly cotnmitted to the 
care of the Hottentots. 

At the beginning of Verlooren Valley, oppofitc the end of Picquet M-umtain, pro- 
je£ls a ridge of mountains, which runs all the way down to the flrand, w'hcrc'Verlooren 
Valley ends, and forms the heights on one fide of this rivulet. 

From Picqiiet-berg fome ridges of mountains alfo prqjcft, which terminate on the 
other fide of Verlooren Valley. 
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The large and long range of mountains which extends from Cape Falfo, near Hof 
tentot’s Holland, acrofs the whole country, terminates here in fcattered and broken 
hills and eminences, fo that it was not neceflary to crofs the above-mentioned range at 
the northern end, as at Roode Zand and Pickenier’s Kloofs. 

Near a farm where Hottentots only tended the cattle, we experienced the inconveni- 
ency of being infefted with vermin. We encamped, it is true, at a confiderable dif. 
tance from their habitations ; but before our arrival, they had fpread their lkin-coveringo» 
which fwanned with vermin, upon the adjacent fields, and our pillows, on which we 
'.lied to fit in the fliade of opr waggons, W'erc prefently filled with them, fo that after 
fcweral davs j^iinful labour we could hardly get rid of our hungry and troublefome guells. 

Serpents abnu!:deil greatly in thefe fiuidy and bufliy plains. Not a da^ palled that 
vve did not catch fcveral, and put them into the brandy-kegs. Whilfl we were fitting 
on the ground to cat our homely meals, they ran acrofs my legs and thighs as well as 
thufeofniy iVliow-travcllcrs, without once biting any of us. A ferpent once twilled 
round my left leg, and witiiout biting me fullered itfelf to be gently fiiakcn off. 
Another ciuic; crc:eping out from under ray body, whillt I lay on the ground, and 
afterwards crawled, as cold as ice, over the bare leg of one of the cornqany that fat 
near n;(g vitliout doing the Icall hnri to any one of us. From this it may plainly be 
inferred, tlnit ferpenis do not attempt to bite, unlefs in felf delencc, when trampled 
upon, or olherwile hu.f. Many times did I’e-pents run acrofs the roUd, and not unfre- 
queiitly between tlie hoile.d iecl, without dofug thehorfes any injury. 

The fa.nd-moles, of wiiich here were valt numbers, had made fo many holes in the 
ground that it was with great dilRculty and danger the traveller could get on, as his 
horfe foinctimcs fell deep into them, and very frequently Humbled. 

From Verlooren Valley we travelled on to Lange Valley, wiiich is a river fimilar to 
tile iornier, hut much Ic-ls ; and from hence we had a very long and dry Carrow-field 
to tra\ erl’e belore we got near the mountains again, aiul to a place called the Gentlemen’s 
Hotel (Ileeren Logeinent). 

The heiglif. were very landy, the country dry, anil the grazing farms fcarce, at 
which the ianners themfelvcs likev ifo did not live, but only kept Ibine hired Hottentots 
to rend tlu ircatdc, which is here the only thing attended to ; as the drought and the bar- 
renneis of the foil prevent them from grow ing corn, or planting orchards, , 

On the 25111, before we reached the Gentlemen's Hotel, we palled feveral fmall vales 
in our way of a very trilling depth, vhich, from the heat of the w'c.ithcr, were already 
quite drictl up. Thefe ha.l a Hrange and lingular appearatice, astiieciav which during 
the rainy feafon had been dillirlved and agitated in water, was now depollted in various 
llrata, or lamintc of different degrees of thicknefs, which had fplit m confequence of 
the heat, and were feen very diftinclly. The lowermoll layer w-as the coarfeft, and 
contained a great quantity of extraneous particles, which, in confequence of their weight," 
had fettled there firll. 'Fhe uppennoft layer was bodi purer and finer, and fo dry as 
to flick to theHips and tongue like a new tobacco-pipc. This, as w ell as other African 
minerals, I colledlcd, and have prefented them to :he royal academy at Upfal for their 
collecHon of minerals. 

In my way to the .Gentlemen’s Hotel, I found a fcarce and long-fought-for plant, viz. 
the Codon Royeni, but did not fee mope than one Ihrub of it, which however I think I 
never lhalF forget. It was one of the hotteil days in fummer, and the heat was fo 
intolerable, that we were afraid that our beads would grow faint and drop down quite 
exhaulled. By this infuft'erable and tormenting heat our bodies were fwelled up, as 
it were, and the pores opened in the higheft degree. The buflies we met with, were 
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covered all over wth white, brittle, and tranfparent prickles, which, when my fellow- 
traveller and I fuddenly fell upon thgm, and ftrove which Ihould pluck the moft 
flowers with our naked hands, fcratched them in fucha terrible manner, that for feveral 
days we experienced great pain and inconvenience. 

At length we arrived quite exhaufted to the Gentlemen’s Hotel, which was a vale 
between the mountains, with a pretty high hill. Up this hill we had to drive before 
vre could get into another trad of country, which however was not very fertile. 

This place, which is pleafant, being ornamented with a fmall wood and a rivulet of 
frelh-water, is called the Gentlemen’s Hotel, becaufe op one fide of the mountain 
there is a large cavern to the wellward, like a hall, farmed by two rocks, W'hich were 
hollowed out by the hand of time. I climbed up to it, and found the names of 
feveral travellers written on the fides. Near this was another hollow vault, but fome- 
what lefs. 

^ In the former of thefe caves there was a fmall fiflure, in which a tree, probably the 
Sideroxylon, had taken root, and flood in a very flourifliing condition, being above 
eight feet in height; although it had no more water for its nourifhmcnt and fupport 
than the trifling (]uautity that was retained by the fiflure in the rainy feafon. 

Upon the whole, the mountains thereabouts were dry, barren, and of a brittle 
texture, appearing as if they had been burned, and containing a great number of large, 
bare, and loofe ftbnes. • 

Whilfl we refrefhed ourfelves here and our wearied cattle, a farmer arrived on 
horfeback from Olyfant’s Rivier, who informed us that a lion inhabited the I'pot by 
which we were to pafs, and that it had lately been feen upon tlie road, and had pur- 
fued a Hottentot there. 

However, as we had no other way than this dangerous one to choole, wc lit out on the 
following day, viz. the 26th,* and, the better to be on our guard, we rodo the whole 
day wth our guns, laid acrofs our arms, cocketj and loaded with ball; and late in the 
evening, when it was quite dark, arrived at Peter van Seele’s, near Glyfant’s Rivier, 
where we fluid a few days, as the fituation was comfortable and the people obliging and 
hofpitable. ‘ 

The road was almoft every-where fandy, and the heights we rode over prefenied 
nothing but bare rocks, with a red fand-ftone, interlperfed witii p^-bbles, that appeared 
to have been eiiclofed in the fand-flone before it had hardened into a rock, in like manner 
as their furface feemed to have been polifhed, before their enclofure, to tTie de^^ree of 
fmoothnefs they now exhibited, by the violent motion of the waves. 

Here were feveral tnountains flat at top, like the Uabl? Mountain, which terminated 
behind Olyfant’s Rivier, before they reached the fea-fliore,* between which and the 
mountains it is faid to be a day’s journey over a broad and level plain. 

■ The Bokke-veld Mountains alfo ended near the fea-fhore, on the other fide of Olyfant’s 
Rivier; they are of a confiderable height, and do not go off with a gradu^ flope. 

Kamerup was the name given here to the Hottentot’s water-melon, k large fuccu- 
lent root. ® 

Karup again fignified the root of a fpecies of Lobelia, w’hich was eaten by the Hot¬ 
tentots. 

Moor-woitel is' an umbelliferous plant, from the root of whicli'and honey the Hot¬ 
tentots make, by fermentation, an intoxicating liquor. 

A wild gool'e (anas Mgyptiaca) took up its refidence in great Olyfant’s Rivier imme¬ 
diately belovj the farm, and did great damage to the farmer’s wheat-fields. It had been 
fired on before, and wounded with fmall fhot, but efcaped alive. This made it fo 
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fliy and cautious, that on the flighteft view of the people of the houfe it would fly to 
the other fide of the river, fo that nobody could come within gunfhoiof it. I being a 
ftranger, it feemed to be lefs fearful of me, a circumitance w'hich, one day, as it came 
on the fide of the river next the houfe, gave me an opportunity of fliooting it, to the 
great fati.sfaftion of my hoft. 

As we now had to travel through a dry and barren dcfart, we took care to lay in 
proper provifion here for the journey, viz. bifcuits, bread, butter, and frefh meat., 
with which our worthy hoftefs very olsligingly furniflied us. We fent all our baggage 
over Olyfant’s Rivier, which was pretty broad, in a finall boat, and afterwards made 
the oxen fwiin acrofs with tht: waggons. I'hc river wa.s deep in feveral places, and a 
beautiful wood, confiding of trees of various kinds, cfpecially the mimofa iiilotica, 
adorned its banks. 

After this, on the 30th, \.'e rode down by the foot of the mountains, the fird and 
larged projefting point of which v, as called Windhoek, and the other Maikamma. 
We arrived at a grazing farm, whicii belonged to one Ras, and was called Trutru. 
TIere, on fome of the IciTer hills, I found ^the Hottentots water-melon, vliich 1 had 
been long in fearch of, and defirous of knowing. The root was alniod as round hs a 
bail, above fix inches in diameter, of a yellowidi colour, and about as hard as an 
ordinary turnip. The tade of it was agreeable and r^frefliing. It is much eaten by 
the Ilotteniots. Its bhifibm was not quite full blown ; but it leemed to me to belong 
to the order of the conloria-, and 1 thought it nfight be referred more elpcciallv to the 
aropegta, or the pcnploca geims. 

'i'iie held was always dry; in the clefts indeed, and fometimes at the foot of the 
mountains, there was water; but the land was fo poor, that no farms /jor.kl be laid 
out there. 

Wc faw the Bokkc-veld Mountains lying before us, which extended far towards 
the lea-dde, apd that with feveral projeffing points, jiid like fo many ranges of 
mountains. * 

On the 3 id, we proceeded tlirough the defart; in which the farther we advanced, 
the drier it grew. Our journey through the defart laded three day;? at lead : and in 
the whole of this tracT we fouiui only three places which at this time afforded a little 
falt-water. But thefe w^ere the more dilFituk to find, as they did not lie near the road, 
but at a great didanct- from it. A Ifranger cafily paffes by them, and thus endangers 
his OW'D life :'nd that of his cattl*^. Very happily for us, we fell in with a farmer from 
the C’ape that was travelling rite fame road ; but with our weak cattle we could not 
keep pace with him. We tlierefore requeded, that he would fet up a dick with a 
linen rag on it at’the places wiiere we ought to bait, and in the neighbourhood of 
w'hich wc might look for fo extraordinary a phenomenon as falt-water is in thefe thirdy 
plains. The fird night we luckily hit upon the watering-place called Single Dorn- 
boom’s Rivier, but not the fccond, fo tht^ our cnirtlV were nearly exiiauded by heat 
.ind third, bfij^tre we reached, which we did not do till the third evening, the Bokke- 
land Mountains, where we baited all night near a fmall rivule t of iVifh-water, called 
Dorn River, alter having pafled a place called (Leeuwedans, or Leeuwejagt) 
Lion’s Dance. 

In the winter, whtn it is fet in for rain, the farmers remove for fome time with 
their cattle to this part, which is at tlfis time the mod proper for breeding of fheep, 
but not always for other cattle. And indeed the fheep in thefe barren fields grow 
fometimes fo fat, that their fiefh cannot be eaten. 'I’hc leaned are iherfifore always 
fcleded for daughter. When a butcher has purchal’ed a flock of fheep, and driven 
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them one hundred and thirty or one hundred and fifty miles to the Cape, they are 
generally reckoned fat enough to be killed. 

All the mountains here ftretched nbrth-north-caft towards the fea, and fouth-fouth- 
weft into the country, where they grew very flat; towards the fummits they were quite 
level, as if tlieir heads had been lopped off. 

, To the left, a ridge of mountains was feen to commence, which ran along the fea- 
,lhore, and was not very high. 

In this Carrow-land grew the moll Angular Mefembryanthemums, and thofc in the 
greateft quantity; on the other hand, but very few Crafl'ulas, Euphorbias, and 
Cotyledons' 

(in the 2d of November, we rode up the Bokke-land Mountains with two pair of 
oxen, with* which the farmer, who had pafl'ed us, 'kindly, affifted us, ours being quite 
fatigued and difabled, and the mountains fo lleep that feveral Hottentots were obliged 
to hold the waggons fait with cords, to prevent them overfetting. This mountain was 
not only very lleep, but likewile very hilly, and abounded with Hate; above there w'as 
a lleep ridge, and the fides of the crown ij;l'elf were almoll perpendicular. At the top 
of all the mountain w'as level, the air colder, and the plain abounded in grals. 

Bokkc-veld lies between the thirtieth and thirty-firll degree fouth of the equator. 

In afeending this mountain,‘we difeovered a fpecies of Aloe {aloe dichotoma% the 
Hem of which, wlien of a proper thicknefs, is hollowed out, atul ufed by the Hottentots 
as a quiver for their arrows. 

Weary, but not a little pleafed, we afterwards arrived at Clas Lofper’s farm, whither 
we intended indeed to have gone the preceding year, but were prc\'ented by an accident. 
In this honell farmer, during the few days llay we made with him, we found as 
generous a holt as we had before found in him a faithful guide and kind allillant. 
He was the richell grazier in the whole country ; and was at this time in polfeirion of 
at leall twelve thoufand Iheep, and above iix hundred full-grown horned cattle, befides 
about two hundred calves. 

We now left a tradl of land to the left, nearer to the fea, which is occupied and 
inhabited by two rich and powerful nations, the Idttle and Great Namaquas. riiefe 
are occupied in grazing; and their cattle appeared to me to be of quite a dillereiift 
kind from thofe of the Call'res and colonills, being for the moll part long-legged, 
large,* and without a bunch on the back. * 

Bokke-land or Goat-land, which we hatl now reached, is nothing elfe tkiii a tolerabl) 
high mountain, which is level at the top, and towards the edges of its fummit forms 
a variety of projeftiiig angles, pointing to the fea-fidc. • Tt conlills of difi'erent llrata; 
the uppermoll of w-hich is fand-ltone, in many places interlarded Vith polilhed round 
pebbles. The f;md-ltone is for the molt part laminate like Hate, and moulders away 
into pieces by rain. 

This country being aH over Exceedingly barren, and confequently not much fre¬ 
quented by the colonills, there were feveral fmall focieties of Hottentots, fcattered up 
and down in it, who were iti poffeffion of fo^ie very inconfiderable herds of cattle; 
and a great many of them were employed as fervants by the few farmers that lived 
here, who repaid their fervices with cattle and other trilling gratuities. 

With thefe as’ well as other Hottentots who live farther up the country, near Rog- 
geveld, and who were once more numerous and rich than they are at prefent, the 
Dutch Company formerly carried on a bartering trade; but, on account of the in- 
juftice and 'Violence which the fatlors that were fent to them were guilty of, and which 
the governors frequently connived at, not deeming it their duty to contend for the 
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rights of nature and humanity, when neither the Company’s nor their own private 
intereft was concerned, it has now almoft entirely ceafed. When a corporal was fent 
out by the governor, with a few men to barter with the Hottentots for their oxen, 
againft arrack, glafs beads, iron, and tobacco, he not only got their oxen for flaughter, 
but their calves, cows, and flieep. And this exchange w^as not always with the Hot¬ 
tentots’ good will and confent, but by compulfion, and frequently by force. Befides 
this, they were bafe enough to dilute the arrack with water, and thus to adulterate it. 
This mode of bartering occafioned by degrees fuch a difguft, that fome of the Hot-. 
tentots neglefted to augment their Hock, and others entirely left the places of their 
rcfidence, and ran away ; after which they fomelimes Hole cattle from the farmers, 
who by degrees feized upon theif land. Not long ago. Corporal Feldman procured 
by barter five hundred oxen, with the greateft part of which he enricheef himfelf, re¬ 
turning only fifty into the Company’s flaughter-houfe. This bartering traffic, which 
was not very advantageous to the Company, but imjufl and cruel towards the Hot¬ 
tentots, has now quite ceafed as w'ell in this north-weftem, as in the fouth-eaftern part 
of Africa, efpecially fince the land is well.peopled, and the farmers, who abound in 
cattle, are now capable of delivering as many foever as may be wanted. Should fuch 
traffic ever take place again, it ought to be with the Caffres and Namaquas, who are 
pofTefled of a great quantity of cattle, and whofe lands have not hitherto fuffered in 
the leaft by the encroachments from the colonifts. • 

From Bokke-land we faw the Roggeveld Mountains to the eaftward, and, nearer 
hand, the liantums Mountains to the northward, and ftill farther to the northward, a 
range of mountains, behind which lay, according to report, an immenfe long plain 
without mountains, but furnifhed with feveral falt-pans, and inhabited by Bofliiefman 
Hottentots. All the above-mentioned mountains lay high, and at the top as it were of 
the Bokke-land Mountains. 

The Bofhiefman Hottentots inhabit ,the moft indifferent, poor, bare, and. cold part 
of this fouthemmoft point of Africa, towards the north and eaft from Namaquas-Iand, 
acrofs RoggeVwld, and as far as the Snow' Mountains. And indeed this nation is the 
pooreft and molt deftitute of all. 'Fhey have feldom or ever any cattle, and frequently 
no fixed abode, but wander aoout the country, and fupport themfelves by plunder and 
theft. They often Hve without either clothes or huts; and I was informed l^' fome 
farmers worthy of credit, that thefe people fometimes creep down at night into caverns 
and holes iri'the earth, many together till the cave is full, when the uppermofl covers 
himfelf with the fkin of a Daffi (cav/a capenfii), to keep out the cold and bad weather. 
They are of a yellpwifh brovhi colour, and fomething lefs than the Hottentots, with 
very fmall and delicate lifnbs. The belly, which projefts extremely, conftitutes almoft 
the whole of the man. 

Thefe Bofhiefmen had, for the fpace of feveral years, molcfted the colonifts here, • 
as likewife in Roggeveld and near the Snow Mountains, flcflen their cattle, murdered 
many of the Colonifts themfelves, and fet fire to their farms. At different times parties 
had been fent out to difperfe them, and laft year in particular, three large parties had 
been fent into three different quarters. 

A party, confiflipg of a hundred men, of which thirty-two were Chriftians, and 
the reft Hottentots in their fervice, had been fent out againft fome Namaquas Bofhief- 
inen, and now met us on their return. In this expedition they had killed about a 
hundred, and made prifoners of twenty, chiefly fmall children, fome of whom they 
at this prefent junfture had with them. It was frid, that in a fimilar Expedition in 
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1765, one hundred and eighty-fix had been kilfed. None of the ChrifUans that were 
on this expedition were either killed or wounded. 

The Hottentots are confidered as allies, and not fuffered to be made flaves of; 
hut fuch Hottentots as are taken prifoners in war, efpecially if young, are for fome 
time the property of the captor, and obliged to ferve without wages, but are not to be 
difpofed of to others. If any of the colonifts take an Hottentot orphan to bring up, 
R muft ferve him, it is true, without wages, till it is twenty-five years old; but, on 
arriving at that age, it is at liberty to go where it plcafes, or to continue in fervice at 
a ftated falary. 

Although this Bokke-land, which alfo has the name of the Lower Bokkcveld, lies 
very high, yet it is faid that fnow very feldom falls here. 

For the protection of the property of the coloniits againib the ravages of the Hotten¬ 
tots, the Company had, to the call ward, cftablifiied feveral pofts one after smother; 
but to the weilward, on the other fide of the mountain, not one was eftabliflied, al¬ 
though it is there that fuch pofts are moft neceffary and important. The farmers 
towards this coaft muft therefore themfelves be armed in order to defend themfelves 
againft thefe plundering Boftuefmen; and on this occafion the more wealthy farmers 
generally fupply the other with powder, ball, and men. One of the farmers is com¬ 
monly chofen for their leader, who is then exempted from all other borough fervice. 
When a large party is fent out, the government fupplies them, on the Company’s ac¬ 
count, with brandy, hand-cuffs, powder and fhot. 

The Bofliiefmen exercife their violence and depredations not only on the Chriftian 
colonifts, but have, previous to this, by their thefts, ruined the major part of thd^ 
Hottentot natives, many of whom have fince gone into the fervice of the colonifts.' 

When any ftrangers arrive at a farm, the Hottentots belonging to it always give 
each of them a name fuited to his appearance, profeflion, or other external cir- 
cumftances; this happened in feveral different, places to me and my companions. 

When we were encamped in the open air, which was frequently the cafe, and had 
forgot to procure fire by means of our guns, the Hottentots made ufe of another me¬ 
thod, which was lio lefs curious than infallible. They took two pieces of hard wood, 
one of which was cylindrical, and the other flat, with a hole in it; the flat piece was 
laid down on the ground, and the foot placed on one end of it to keep it faft j after 
which fome dry grafs was laid round the hole, and the cylindrical ftick being-put into 
the hole, it was twirled round between the hands with fuch velocity, thaT'thc frittion 
arifing from it fet the grafs on fire. 

When we ftewed our meat in the open field, the Hott&ntots would fometinies come, 
after it was taken out of the pot, and firft befmear themfelves* all over with the greafe, 
and afterwards rub the foot of the pot all over their bodies. 

The Bofhiefmen fometimes mjike ufe of javelins, but the ftiafts are fhorter and 
thicker than thofe of the Caftres’ Aflagays; which they ufe not only to throw, but 
likewife, and indeed chiefly, for the purpofe of killing the cattle they 'have ftolen; 
but their principal arms, which they ufe in war and for their own defence in general, 
are bows and poifoned arrows, and thefe they are taught to handle with great dexterity. 
The arrow is armed with a thin triangular piece of iron, faftenpd with a firing to a 
bone of a finger’s length, to the end of which ?gain is faftened a reed. This iron as 
well as the bone is afterwards rubbed with poifon extradled from ferpents. The Bofhief¬ 
men .are the moft expert markfmenof all the Hottentots, and are faid to be able to fhoot 
their arrows to the diftance of two hundred and eighty paces. They alfo know how to 
avoid the arrows of others with the greateft nirablfftefs and dexterity, juft as baboons 
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do when ftones are thrown at them; and if they could but fee the mufquet-balls of the 
Europeans, they would think themfcives able toefcape them likewife. To running the 
Bolhiefmen Hottentots are fo inured, as not to be excelled in it by any others; but 
can almoft hold out longer than a horfe. On the level plains they are eafily overtaken 
by a man on horfeback; but very feldom if the road be llony, and never in moun¬ 
tainous places. 

They can endure hunger a longer time; but when they have a plentiful fupply, will* 
eat fo immoderately as to diftend their bellies to an amazing fize. When oppreli'ed by 
hunger, they tie a belt round their bodies, which they gradually draw tighter, till the 
navel is brought dole to the back-bone. 

When a Bofhiefman has caught, a ferpent, and killed it, he does not, according to 
report, cut olF its head, but bites it oft', and then cutting out the veficle containing 
the poifon, dries it in the fun till it becomes vifcid and tough, and then mixes it with 
the juice of a poilbnous tree (frequently the ccjlriim ve}wnatum\ which makes the 
poifon adhere the falter to the arrow. 

The Hottentots and Bolhiefmen are faid to fortify themfelves againll poifoned darts 
and the bite of venomous animals, by fulFering themfelves to be gradually bitten by 
ferpents, fcorpions, and other venomous creatures, till, they become accuftomed to it; 
but thefe trials fometimes coll them their lives. The urine of an Hqttentot thus pre¬ 
pared is elleemed an eJtcellent antidote or counterpoifon, and is therefore drunk by 
fuch as have been bitten by ferpents. ^ 

When it thunders, the Bolhiefmen are very angry and curfe bitterly, thinking that 
the llorm is occafioned by fome evil being. 

Poifonous bulbous plants (Giftbolles, ArnarylUs dijlichn), grow in feverHl places com¬ 
mon, with their beautiful clulters of flowers. The root, which is poifonous, is almoll 
as big tis one’s fill. The Hottentots ufe it chiefly for poifoning the arrows with which 
they Ihoot the fmaller kind of game, fitch as Spring-bucks (capra pygargusy and the 
like. Thofe bulbs that grow in the lhade are thought to poffefs a llronger poifon than 
thofe which arc expofed to the fun. 

On the following days we rode along Bokke-land to Hantum. The country in¬ 
clined gently and gradually towards it. 'I’he Hantum country began with fcattered 
ridges of mountains ^ farther up the country Hood a high mountain, which was* more 
particularly called Hantum Mountain, and had a cut, or open cleft, through which 
w'c rode. 'I'ue mountain was finooth and level at the top, and in height appeared 
equal to Rogge-veld. 

After we had got,to the end'of Bokkc land, the country grew, the farther w'e tra¬ 
velled, a drier Carrow, wifh confiderable rivers, which had Hill brackiih w'ater in them, 
but in fummer are quite dried up. 

In Hantum we paffed Van R hen’s grazing farm, near Riet-fontein, and afterwards 
rode by Hendcik Lau’s grazing farm, to Abraham van Wyk’s farm. This Van Wyk 
was a lully, fSt man; as foon as the dogs, by their barking, announced the arrival of 
Itrangcrs, he Hood at the door to bid us welcome. My fellow-traveller and I were not 
a little furprifed, in a country fo extremely barren, and through which we had tra¬ 
velled feveral days without feeing a fingle living creature, now' to find fo luHy and cor¬ 
pulent a man, and one that did fo muclj credit to his keeper. 

In this tract we found the fungus we had fo long fought and wifhed to fee (hydnora 
A/ricand), which without doubt is one of the moH extraordinary plants that have been 
difeov^red of late years. It always grows under the branches of the fhrub euphorbia 
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tirucalliy and upon its roots. The lower part of it, which is the fruit, is eaten by the' 
Hottentots, Viverrae, foxes and other animals. 

On the 13th we proceeded to Chrillian Bock’s; and. 

On the 14th, to Rhonnofter Rivier, where we were obliged to unyoke our cattle and 
ftay all night; although a lion had two days before killed a zebra near this fpot, which 
it had not yet had time to devour. 

' I'he lions have their haunts in every part of thefe mountains; and are, on account 
of the farmers’ herds of cattle, as difagreeable neighbours as the Bolliiefmen. And 
indeed tliere were feveral people here who had been irv danger from thefe dreadful 
bcails of prey. Amongll others was mentioned a farmer of the name of Korf, who 
lived not fa’’ oft'. , 

A lion had ftationed itl'elf amongft the rulhes of a rivulet that ran near the farm, fo as 
to deter the fervants from going to fetch water, or tend the cattle. I'he farmer himfelf 
therefore, accompanied by a few terrified Hottentots, refolved to attack it, and endea¬ 
vour to drive it away. But as it lay concealed in the thick rufhes, he could not fee 
to take aim, bur was obliged to fire fevera 4 fhot at random into the ruflies. The lion, 
enraged at this, rufhed out upon the farmer, who, having fired his piece, was now quite 
dcfencelefs, and at the fame ti^no (.leferted by his fugitive Hottentots. As foon as the 
lion had laid hold of him, he plucked up courage, and thruft one of his hands down 
the lion’s throat, which faved him from being torn to pieces,* till at length he fainted 
away from lofs of blood. After this the lion left him, and retreated into the nifties 
again for a few'' days. When the farmer at laft; recovered, he found that he was not 
only terribly wounded in his fidcs by the lion’s talons, but one of his hands w;5s fo 
much torn afitl lacerated by the animal’s teeth, that there were no hopes of its being 
healed. On entering tlie houfe and being a little revived, he took an axe in his hand, 
laid the wounded hand on a block, put the axe on it, and ordered one of his fervants tc 
ftrike the axe with a club. Having thus cut Qft' his own hand, he drefled it with cow- 
dung, and tied a bladder over it, and at length healed the wounds with the ufual fiilvc. 
made of a decodfion of odoriferous herbs, lard, and a little w'ax. 

I heard another anecdote of an old farmer, who, together with his fon, had gone out 
in order to drive away a lion from his farm. The lion had fuddcnly leaped upon the 
old man’s back, and in that fituation, before it had had time to kill him, was ftiot dead 
by the fon. 

Another inftance was related to me of the widow of one Wagenaar, ftear the Snow 
Mountains, who had gone out to fcare a lion away from her cattle; when the beaft 
feizing on her, firft ate off one of her arms, and at len^fth, when Ihe lainted, devoured 
her head. After this it had likewife devoured a Hottentot rhaid-fervant, who had ran 
to her miftrefs’s afilltance. The children who had feen this fhocking fight tlirough the 
crevices of the door, *dug themfglves out through the earth under the back wall of the 
houfe, and from thence ran away to the nearefl; farm. 

From this dangerous place we went to Daunis, where the fettleiftent had been 
.leflroyed by the Bofhiefmen by fire, and the owner with his people forced to run 
away. 

The country here was level, with feveral mountains running,north-caft and fouth- 
welt. Diredly before us lay the Rogge-veld mountains. 

Moorwotel (an umbelliferous plant) was aliij fpokea of here as a root, •■from which, 
with water, and honey, the Hottentots prepare an intoxicating liquor. This root is I'aitl 
to be taken up principally in the months of November and December. • 

On 
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On the 15th we*rode along Drooge Rivier, where we were informed by two farmers 
who overtook us, that a lion had followed our track the day before, but, on feeing feme 
Iheep, had turned about in purfuit of them. 

On the 16th we travelled along the foot of the Rogge-veld mountains, and then, 
through a valley formed by them, called Port, and at laft went up the mountain to 
Wilhelm Stenkamp’s farm. 

Here the country was called the Lowermofl; Rogge-veld, not becaufe it lies lower thaA 
the other Rogge-velds (Rye-fields), but becaufe it lies fartheft from the Cape. Thefe 
as well as the others have been fo named from a kind of rye which grows wild here in 
abundance near the bulhes. 

The winter is very cold, with froft and fnow, for which reafon no cattle can be kept 
here, inftead of which they are driven down to Carrovv. The fettlers in the lowermoll 
Roggeveld, who are in polTeflion of good houfes, fometimes pafs the winter there; but 
I hole who live in the middle Rogge-veld always remove from thence. 

The whole country is deflitute of wood, and has only a few fmall ihrubs and bulhes 
of the Mel'embryanthemum, Pteronia, Sto^be kinds, and a few others, fuch as Othon- 
nas, &r. 'I'he country produces good fodder for iheep and horlfes only, of which there 
are great numbers, but very little horned-cattle, on mpft of the farms. 

'file uppermoft ifratum of this mountain is fand-ftone, which is hard, and breaks in 
large pieces, and very fit for building of houfes. The middle Ifratum is Hate, which 
may be dii'cerncd in the clefts, and this bed is wider than the former. The lowermoft 
ifratum is red fand and clay, interfperfed with round Ifones of dilferent fizes. 

Rogge-veld is a mountain which has been inhabitetl by the colonifls for thefe thirty 
years pall. It confills of eminences and valleys, and has no ridges of any remarkable 
height, fo that it cannot be called level, but hilly. 

The farms are not fituated far up tlie country, but near the edges of the fummit of 
the mountain and all along it, fo thatche part inhabited is yet very fmall. 

The foil in the lowermoft Rogge-veld is a dark brown mould, intermixed with a 
fmall quantity of looi': and brittle clay. It does not rain either at Rogge-veld or at 
Oamdebu in winter, but only in fpring and fummer; and the rain is then always accom¬ 
panied with thunder-ftorms. 

On the 18th WP.,proceeded to Jacob Laue’s; and, ♦ 

On the 20th, to Adrian Laue’s farm. From the edge of the fummit of the moun¬ 
tain her(! we faw the Carrow lying underneath us, as alfo Windhoek, Malkamma, the 
Table Mountains near Olyfain’s Riyier, the cold Bokkevelds, and Roode Zands Win- 
terhoek, all in a now. 

The Roode Zand and Bokkcveld Mountains were lower than Roggeveld. Carrow 
lay between thefe, higher than that Carrow-field which we had palfcd through between 
Olyfant’s Rivier and Bokkc-land, and almoft as high as Mafkamma and the Bokke-* 
land mountains. 

On the 2ift we came to Gert van Wyk’s. 

The above-mentioned farms were always fituated in valleys between the heights. 

Although the fummer drew near, it was very cold, and froze at nights. The after¬ 
noon’s breeze alfo was always cold. 

On the 23d we arrived at Thomas JNel’s farm ; and afterwards to ’Adrian van Wyk’s, 
near the edge of the top of the mountain, where a tremenduoufly deep valley extends 
down to Carrow ; from hence a road leads to Carrow and Moftert’s Hoek. 

Here 1 faw a Hottentot female fervant that was born with the left arm imperfedf, and 
ending near the elbow. The mo^er was for murdering this child at the birth, accord- 
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to the cuftom of the Hottentots (it being a cripple), but was pre^ted by a humane 
colonift. 

I was furprifed to find that the Hottentots, who were in the fervice of the farmers, 
and were moftly naked, could endure the cold here fo well. They had no other cover¬ 
ing than a flieep-fldn alxiut their backs; the woolly fide being worn next to the Ikin in 
the winter, and the fmooth fide in the fummer. It was but feldom that they had (hoes 
tb their feet. It fometimes happens, however, that they are frozen to death. 

It is a cuftom with the Hottentots in thefe parts, to bury their dead in the clefts of 
the mountains; and fuch as fell into a fwoon, had the haad fate to be buried imme¬ 
diately. Wild cucumbers is the name given to the Coloquintida (cucitmh colocynthis). 
They were f?id to be eaten by the Hottentots, and even by the colonifts, after being 
pickled with vinegar, although they tafte very bitter. The fheep feed eagerly on them, 
'fhe Jiapelia articiilata repensy a thick plant without leaves, is eaten by the Hottentots, 
as alfo by the colonifts, after being pickled in the fame manner as cucumbers. 

Karre-hout (rhits) is a kind of wood which the Hottentots in this part of the country 
ufed for making bows. • 

The road all over Rbggeveld was rough, and full of round and fharp loofe ftoncs. 

The Spring-bok comes hither fiimetimes from the interior parts, and goes as far as 
the Bokkevelds, o^ foraewhat farther. At the expiration of a certain number of years 
they emigrate in the fame manner as the Lemmings in Swedilh* Lapland, arriving in 
troops of millions, and going in a long field one after the other, eating away all the 
herbage wherever they pafs, and fuffering nothing to obllruft them on their march. 
If any of them bring forth on the road, they leave their young behind. If any of the 
farmers fire am'ongft them, they continue their route neverthelefs without interruption, 
and are not even intimidated by lions and other beafts of prey,'who follow the herd, 
and make great havock amongft them. After they have pafled through any farmer’s 
grounds, hardly any thing is left for his cattle te eat, nor any water to drink. The 
corn-fields muft be watched night and day, otherwife they w'ould entirely deftroy the 
corn, and the farm.ers would be reduced to want. 

On the 24th, we came to a fpring in the open field, where we encamped all night; 
and. 

On tke 25lh, we crofted the mountain to Paul Kerfte’s, near Krc'itsfontein. In the 
afternoon, when we were ready to fet out from hence, and our horfes were faddled, 
my horfe had the misfortune to be bitten in the breaft by a ferpent, as they*were water¬ 
ing him at the brook juft below the farm. In confequence of this his whole foot grew 
ftiff and fwelled as I rode on, and the fwelling increafed to fuch a degree, that, before 
I had got a ftone’s-throw from the farm, he could proceed no farther, and I was obliged 
to leave him on the fpot. A fmall ferpent, not quite fix inches long, which was laid 
to be very venomous, arid was found here in abundance, was fuppofed to be the per¬ 
petrator of this mifehief. 

Here began the middle Roggeveld, which was only divided from the former by 
means of a few mountainous ridges. 

On the 26th, we arrived at Cornelius Kutfe’s. 

His fon had a Ihort time before been bitten in the hand by a venomous ferpent. His 
hand had been fcarified immediately, and a cupping-glafs applied, in order to extraef 
the poifon from it. After this it was fteeped in a lolution of vitriol, which was faid 
to have been jrendered quite black by it. An onion was next applied, and afterwards 
tujtle^blood. This latter, when laid on the wound in a dry ftate, was faid to diffolve 
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' and turn to a fluid Ulood, that exhibited figns of effervefcence, as thepoifonof ferpents 
has a ftronger attraaion for turtle-blood than for human blood, fo as to attract the 
poifon to itfelf. 

Every farmer travelling from Roggeveld to the Cape through Moften’s Hoek, pays 
annually a certain fum towards repairing the roads. The farmers who live far up the 
country, have generally the misfortune to be poorer, and to be fubjed to greater ex¬ 
pence than others. 

We fell in here with another party, that had been in purfuit of the Bofhiefmen quite 
ap ijito Roggeveld. This party confifted of about ninety odd perfons, of whom forty- 
feven were Chriftians. They had killed and taken prifoners nearly two hundred and 
thirty Bofhiefmen. One of the colonifts had been fhot in the knee with an arrow, 
which had coft him his life. The third detachment, which had been fent to the Snow 
Mountain'::, had killed four hundred Bofhiefmen; of this party feven had been wounded 
by arrows, but none died. 

It fonietimes happens, that the Bofhieftnen take away at once the farmer’s whole 
herd whilft grazing, and frequently even kill the herdfmen. They afterwards drive 
their booty higher up into the country, night and day, as fall as they can, till they ar¬ 
rive at a place where they think themfelves perfeftly fecure. What they cannot take 
with them they kill with their javelins; and, in their flight, place fpifs on the heights 
of the mountains, to look out carefully, and fee whether they are purfued by the co- 
lonifls. Thcfc fpies are relieved by others, and give intelligence if the party is pur¬ 
fued ; in which cafe, they all hide themfelves. if poffible, in the mountains. In their 
flight they kill, roafl, and eat by turns. When they have ftolen a confiderable num¬ 
ber of cattle, and are arrived at fome place where they think themfclveS tolerably fe¬ 
cure, they encamp there with their cattle, and make huts (Kraals) of niefembryanthe^ 
mum buflies or of mats, in which they live together as long as their food lafts. The 
detachment had feen one of thefe Kraal<? or encampments formed of huts in two rows, 
like a village, in which they had counted on one fide upwards of fifty huts, from which 
all the Bofhiefmen have removed. 

In Roggeveld alone the Bofhiefmen had, in the lafl two years, ftolen more than 
ten thoufand fheep, befides oxen, and murdered many of the colonifts, their Haves, 
and Hottentots. • 

When the Boftielmcn are purfued by the colonifts on horfeback, they retreat to the 
mountains, wuere, like baboons, they poll themfelves on the edges of the fummitsand 
in the inacccflible places, and are always afraid of the plains. They forhetimes creep 
into the clefts, and jFrom thefe Bulwarks let fly their arrows. 

The weapons with which they defend themfelves againft their enemies, are bows and 
poifoned arrows. By way of defence againft thefe, the colonifts caufe a fkin to be held 
before them, in which the arrows flick fift, that frequently cqmtf like a fhower of rain. 
The Bolliiefmen, when they perceive that their arrows do not penetrate, do not fire a 
fecond volley. A Bofliiefman who is mortally wounded by a ball, is never found either 
crying or lamenting in any fhape whatever, 

Thefe people firft chew Canna (r)iefembryanth€mum\ and afterwards fmoke it. They 
befmear themfelves wjth greafy fubftances, and over that with red chalk; in times of 
fcarcity they feed on ferpents, lizards, ^the flefh of zebras, lions, andf baboons, upon 
bulbous roots, ants’ eggs, &c. 

On the 29th we rode along Vifch Rivier paft Olivier’s farm, to Jacobus Theron’s. 
A misfortune, which I leaft expefled on a fmooth and plain road, attended me how¬ 
ever this day. Through the carele%ds of my Hottentots, who drove againft a ftone 

that 
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that lay in the road, my cart overturned, the tilt over it was tom funder, and many 
of my boxes and packets of herbs were loft. 

I here faw necklaces and ornaments for the waift, which the Hottentots had made 
of the Ihells of oftriches’ eggs, ground in the form of fmall round rings, and which 
made a very fine appearance. 

The cold in this Roggeveld is very intenfe in winter, and fnow falls with froft, 
'rhe farmers, therefore, live here only a few months in th^ year, viz. from October to 
May; build here their houfes and fow their wheat, which they are obliged to leave to 
the mercy of the Bolhief-men, during the time that they Remove down to the Carrow- 
field below, where it rains certain months in the year, fo that they can remain there 
with their cattle till the approaching dry feafon obligos them to remove up the moun¬ 
tain to Roggeveld again. 

On the lit of December, we travelled farther on to Efterhuyfen’s farm, where we 
were obliged to ftay a couple of days, on account of the ftormy inclement weather, 
which continued with froft, rain, hail, and fnow, for the fpace of twenty-four hours, 
and not only confined us to our room, buP obliged us to put on our great-coats, as a 
defence agamft fuch an*unexpe£ted and unufual degree of cold, which was partly oc- 
cafioned by the height of the m^auntains, and partly by the violence of the north and 
north-weft winds.^ 

The mountain, compared to the Carrow-field below, was at leaft as high as Table 
Mountain is at the Cape, and a high road for carriages runs from hence to Carrow. 

On the 3d, in the morning, we fet out from this cold place to go down the mountain, 
and could not, as we had willied, continue our journey farther up Roggeveld, as our 
beafts were t6o poor and too tender-footed to continue longer on this lharp and rugged 
mountain. 

In the morning when we fet out, the ice ftill lay on the fummit of the mountain, as 
far as to its very edges, of the thicknefs of a rb%-dollar. 

The road down the mountain lay over feveral fteep heights and abrupt declivities, 
like very high a^d broad fteps, for which reafon not only the two hind-wheels were 
obliged to be locked, but the waggon itfelf to be held fall by the Hottentots, by 
means of ropes, in order to prevent it from overfetting and falling down upon the oxen. 
The uppermoft declivity was the fteepeft, and called (Uytkyk) Look-out, on account 
of the extenfive view it commanded; the other was called Maurice Sv^Heights. 

While we were on the heights of the mountain, it was intenfely cold^^ut the lower 
we defeended’ the calmer and warmer the air became, till in about three hours time we 
got down to Carrow, when the heat began to grow intcTlerable, 

We had now before us a very large and extenfive field in ftic dry and barren Carrow 
to traverfe, before we could reach an inhabited place. We had therefore fupplied our- 
felves at the laft farm with as inych provifion as was neceffary for a few days, and with 
this fet out on our journey through a fcorching defart, fo deftitute of water that even a 
fparrow could not fubfift in it, and fo devoid of every living creature, that only a few 
rats were to be feen here and there in holes in the earth, which probably find, in the 
fucculent leaves of the Ihrubs in thefe parts, fomewhat that ferves both to appeale their 
hunger and quench their thirft. 

Sun-rife callecl forth every morning thefe earth-rats, whofe nefts always ran flanting 
downwards, with their entrance facing the eaft. ' We tried to flioot fome of .them as they 
popped th^ir heads out, but found them, to our great furprife as well as difappoint- 
ment, inexpreffibly quick in withdrawing into their holes as foon as they faw the flalh 
of the pan. I tried feveral times with an excellent gun to hit one of them, but found 

it 
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It impra£licable, till Lfell upon the method of putting a piece of paper before the paii, 
■which prevented them from feeing the flalh of the prime. 

On the 4th, fetting out from Meyburg’s farm, which lay at the foot of the moun¬ 
tain, we came to Goudbloom's Kloof, and, on the 5th, through fmaller valleys to the 
River of Misfortune (Ongeluck’s Rivier), to called on account of a farmer having been 
quite eaten up here by a lion. Here we refted two days, waiting for the arrival of a farmer 
who was going to the Cape, and who had promifed to affilt us with his oxen acrofs the 
dryeft of all the Carrows which lay before us. But as he did not arrive according to 
his promife, and this baitingqrlace was fuch that both man and bead ran the rilk not 
only of ftarving for want of food, but likewife of dying of third, we were obliged to 
ul'e all our efforts, and on the 7th,’from eleven o’clock at night to the next morning, 
make a long journey to a little rivulet that ran before a mountain called Paardeberg, 
which was fmall and folitary. 

The trad of country which we had left behind us was full of fmall mountains and 
ridges of mountains, forne lietached, others connciled together, and running wed- 
north-wed towards Roggeveld and the Bokktveld Mountains, ^’he fmall quantity of 
water which was here to be found in a very few places and in finau cavities was not only 
fait, but likewife fo thick and turbid with clay gnd *ther impurities, that we were 
obliged to lay a handkerchief over it, in order to fuck a little of it into,our mouths. 

There is another road indeed farther down, which is lei's mountainous and fmoother, 
but at the fame time alfo affords lei’s wafer. 

On the 8th we paffed the above-mentioned Paardeberg, in our way to Dorn Rivier. 
Hitherto the Carrow had, with a few exceptions, led down with a gradual defeent all 
over its furface, inclining from tlie Roggeveld to the Bokkeveld mountains, and W'as 
ahnoll every-where free from bulhes. 

(.)n the 9th we left the Dorn Rivier, and taking the road through the valley formed 
by the mountains between Carrow and bokkeveld, arrived at lalt at a fettlement and 
form belonging to Vander Mervel’s widow. 

This good Imuiewile efod a curious method of feparating lentils fronj the wheat with 
which tliey were mixed. She dircw it all to her fowls, who carefully picked up 
every grain of wheat, and left the lentils behind untouched. 

I'he leaves of the fcraarhorca were boiled, and the dccofdon was foid to*be a 
good remedy again It the gravel and Itone. 

I'he ftratain the mountains, as tlicy were feen in the valleys, inclined very much here, 
and were even fingularly crooked. 'I’lie ridge of mountains alfo inclined here conlider- 
ably to the eaftward.. 

On the 11th we departed from hence, having firll bought a large ram, which we 
faked in its own fkin. Our route continued till we arrived at a place called Verkeerde 
Valley, which is one of the pleafonteft fpots I have J’een in the whole country- It is 
fituated between two rows of mountaiits, with great plenty of grafs, and a fen abound¬ 
ing in water, almoft like a fmall lake. As we wanted leifure to infpedf and look after 
our collections, and our cattle flood in greater need of reft and refrefhment, we agreed 
to remain in this pleafant though uninhabited fpot for a few days, and eat our faked 
mutton in folilude. . 

On the 14th we paffed through a valley in the mountains, called (Straat) Street, to 
De Vos’s eftate, near Hex Rivier. 

We were now returned, as 1 may fay, to Chriftendom, or to thofe trails in which 
the fettlcments lay clofer to each other; after having, for the fpace of feveral weeks, for 
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the mofl; part wandered in defarts, often encamped in the open ai^ and in the moft dan¬ 
gerous places, and feveral times been in want of the necefliiries of life. 

Near this farm a branch of Hex Rivier takes its rife in the mountains, which branch 
unites within the vale with tlie larger branch that runs here, and likewife fprings out of 
the mountains. 

On the 16th we rode paft Jordan’s farm to Van de Mervcl’s cftate, and 

On the 17th, through Hex Rivier’s Kloof to Roode Zand. 

Hex Rivier’s Kloof has no heights, is quite level and Imooth, and we were obliged 
to crofs the ftream feveral times. On the tops of the ivountains which ftood on each 
fide, there ftill lay a great deal of fnow or hail. 

Roode Katt is the name here given to a kind of « ed lynx, with long locks of hair at 
the extremities of its ears, and the tip of its tail black. Pennant calls it a Perfian Cat, 
and Buffon Caracal. Hilt. Nat. de Quadr. tom. ix. tab. 24. The Ikin of it was faid 
by the farmers to be very eflicaciods as a difcuticnt, when applied to parts affefted with 
cold or rheumatifm. 

In the mountains, between the clefts »f the naked rock, refides a kind of jumping 
rat {jerboa capcnfis'),^'whiv^ the farmers confidered as a fpecies of hare, and called it 
Berghaas or Springhaas. This»animal is of a curious make; its fore-feet being extreme¬ 
ly fhort, but thq hind-feet nearly as long as the whole body, which enables the creature 
to leap to a furprifing diftance. • 

I'he ftrata of the mountains were fometimes wreathed, and fometimes very much 
inclined. 

The ridge of mountains therefore which we had to pal's through, was, all the way 
from Carrow-field hither to the outlet of Ilex Rivier near Roode Zand, very broad, 
interfttded with narrower valleys both length-ways and acrofs. 

From Roode Zand we took the ufual way through its Kloof, which has a confidera- 
ble eminence that mull be croll'ed ; but the iv-ll ol the road runs along the lide of the 
mountain. 

Roode Zand, is, as it were, the key to the wdiole country behind the chain of moun¬ 
tains which run acrofs the whole point. Moll of the larmers therefore, who travel 
annually to the Cape, pafs this way, except thofe who ^!ke the road acrofs Hottentot’s 
Holland. On this occalion a furgeon had cllabliflied iiniileU at^ Roode Zand, and fet 
up a fmall apothecary’s Ihop, which brought him in a Ir.ialfomc f^conie. I'he medi¬ 
cines were all w'cll paid for, infomuch that a purging puv\i.'er didnot‘(Wl lefsthan half 
a rix dollar. Sometimes they brought the fick hither, a^ well colonills as Haves, and 
left them under the furgeon’s care till their return. Several in tlje abundance of their 
friendlhip endeavoured to perfuade me to eltablilh mylelf here. But the love 1 bore to 
botany and my native country, prevented me from accepting the oiler. 

Riebeck Called was now obferved to extend w'ith a long tail much lower than the 
mountain itfelf, tow'ards the fouth-eall. 

We took our route afterward|i part. Paardeberg through Koopman’s Rivier, a rivulet, 
which is a branch of Berg Rivier, and farther through Burger’s drift acrofs Berg Rivier, 
and pall Elfis Kraal to the Cape, where 1 arrived fate and Ibund on the 29th of Decem¬ 
ber, W'ith a heart filled with the deepell adoration of that Divinq Being, which, during 
my three years travels in this country, had not only preferved ray life and health, but 
alfo permitted me to make feveral ufeful difeoveries in it, to his glory, and the future 
benefit of mankind. 


The 
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The Cape. 1775- 

HOTTENTOTS is the common denomination of all thofe nations which inhabit the 
fouthern angle of Africa, and are extended on each fide of the Cape of Good Hope. 
How lar the country of thefe people extends is not yet accurately known : but though 
they are divided into a multitude of tribes, which differ from one another in many re- 
fpeds, yet it is dearly to be perceived that they all originate from one and the fame 
flock; and that they differ widely from the negroes and Moors who inhabit the other 
coafts of Africa. 

The Hottentots in general are IhoVt, cfpecially the women, although fome among them 
are found that are five or fix foot high. Their colour is neither black nor white, but 
yellowifli; and their exterior black appearance is owing to the filth which adheres to 
their bodies in confequence of their befmearing themfelves. 

I'he form and lineaments of the face charaderize this as well as other nations. Their 
cheek-bones are very prominent, which makfes them always appear meagre and lean; 
the nofc is flattened towards the root, and thick and blunt at the tip, but not very 
fliort; their lips are rather thick, their hair jet-black likie fpun wool, and feldom thick, 
more frequently thin, refcmbling the nap upon cloth. They have very little hair upon 
their chin and privy parts, 'flic fpine in particular is very much bent, fo that I never 
faw any one fo hollow-backed as the Hottentots. 1 have feeii fome of them whofc 
backs v ere bent in, and their buttocks projed to fuch a degree, that two people might 
fit on them. And although the Hottentots are very lean, yet the conftant pradice of 
befmearing themfelves diflends their Ikin, and efpeciaily the women’s b’reafts, to an 
inconceivable degree, fo that in this particular, they can challenge ail other nations. 
The Bolhiel’meii have more prominent bellies than the reft. 

The patriarchal form of government h.%s from time immemorial exifted amongft; them, 
and ftill obtains with many; and this has been the origin of the many larger and 
fmaller tribes and familks, into which they formerly w'ere, and their (u^vivors Itill are, 
divided. Such tribes formerly were the Gunjemans, Kokoquas, Suflaquas, Odiquas, 
Chirigriquas, Koopmans, Hellaquas, Sonquas, Dunquas, Damaquas, Gauris, Atta- 
quas, Heykoms, Hoi^teniquas, and Camtours Hottentots, of which few exift at prefent; 
and fuch at this »‘.nc are the little and grcr.t Namaquas, Gonaquas, Caffres, Bofhies- 
men, &c. Ot thefe probably fome may informer times have been fubdivided into ftill 
fmaller tribes. 

The Hottentots love filth in the higheli degree; they befmear their bodies with fat 
and greafy fubftances, over which they rub cow-dung, fat, and fimilar fubftances. By 
this means the pores are flopped up and the fkin covered with a furface, which defends 
them in furamer againll the feorching heat of the fun, and (foni the cold in winter. 
Amongft their ointments they mix the powder of a ftrong fmelling herb, which they 
call Bucku, (a fpecies of diofma, frequently the pu/rbt/la), and wliich gives them fo 
difagreeable, fo fetid, and at the fame time fo rank an odour, that I fometimes could 
not bear the fmell of the Hottentots that drove my waggon. 

Their drefs is very fimple, moft of them wear a llteep’s ikin thrown acrofs the flioul- 
ders, and another over their loins, the^hairy fide being w'orn next the body in winter, 
and the oth?r fide in fummer. Thefe fheep-ikins prepared, cover the body behind, 
but leave it almoft entirely naked before. The women, by way of covering, .ufe-adhort, 
fquard, and fometimes a double piece of Ikin, that reaches half way down their thighs, 
and the men a cafe of fox’s ikin, like a purfe, tied with a thong about their bodies. 
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The Gonaquas Hottentots and CafFres ufe fuch a drefs of calf-fkio, and their chiefs of 
tiger-fkin. 

I Their legs are bare, and their feet for the moll part without fhoes ; but round rings 
made of the hides of animals adorn their legs, efpecially thofe of the women, from the 
inftep to the calf of the leg, and prevent them from being bitten by ferpents. In time 
of need they likewife fcrve them for food, when they broil thefe rings and eat them. 

Their heads are frequently without any covering at all; but fometimes they wear 
a conical Ikin-cap, and the women in fomc places make ufe of a broad wreath of buf¬ 
falo’s Ikin, ornamented with fmall (hells. » 

Their necks and waifts are ornamented with difTerent coloured glafs beads, which 
they procure by barter from the Europeans. To the necklace they fometimes fallen a 
turtle-lhell, in which they keep Bucku. I’he CalFres put porcupine’s quills into their 
ears {hyjhix), and fomc of the women that live fartheli; to the ealhvard, ufe ear-rings 
of copper, to fet off their brown beauty. 

The Caffres wear ivory rings, and frequently feveral of them on the left arm ; and 
fome, in default of thefe, wear rings of brafs or iron. All the Hottentots, but more 
efpecially the CaiFres, fet a great value upon Ihiiiing plates of copper, brafs, or iri>n, 
which they hang in their hair, ter on other parts of the body. 

They are all graziers, except the Bofhicfinen, and are fometimes in polFeilion of 
numerous herds of cattle, efjiecially the CaiFres and Nainaquas people, upon whofe 
domains the Europeans have not yet b(!en able to make any encroacliments. 'i'hefe 
fiibfifl on their flocks and herds, and hunt difl'erent wild beaits, efpecially bulFalos and 
wild goats of various forts (fometimes very large ones), with fea-covvs and elephants. 
They live bcfides on the roots of feveral plants, fuch as Irifas, I:*ias, Moreas, Gladio- 
lufes, and others, the beans of \\vi guajacian afrum, he. 'File men ufe likewife ctwv’s 
milk, which they milk themfelves, and the women iheep’s milk. 'Fo quench tiieir 
third, they moftly drink water, milk and wafer, and when urged by neceflity, chew 
Mefembryanthemums, Albucas, and other fucculent herbs. The men’s bufmefs is to 
go to war, hunt, milk,i kill the cattle, and fabricate arms; the women’s, to look after 
the children, fetch wood, dig up bulbous roois, and drefs the victuals. 'Fhe meat is 
eaten both roafted and boiled, but for the mod part half raw, without fait, fpices, or 
bread! 'Fhey make a fire by rubbing two pieces of hard wooi-ouickly againd each 
other. 

'Fhe Cadres are fhe only people in this part of Africa that apply tliemfelves in the 
lead to agriculture. 'Fhey cultivate CafFre-corn (Hokus), beans, hemp, he. 'I'hc 
red do not till the earth at all, except fomc few who now jnd thpen fow a handful of 
hemp. 

'Fheirhuts are built with fprays of trees, which are fixed in the ground, and bent in 
arches, fo as to make the hut round at top, and about four feet high. 'Fhcfe are after¬ 
wards covered with mats made of ruflies, and on one fide an opening about two feet 
high is left at bottom, w'dch ferves the double purpofe of a door and chimney, the fire¬ 
place being near the opening. Such huus as thefe, built in a circle of a greater or 
(mailer extent according to circumdances, form a village, within which the cattle, at 
lead the fheep, .are kept in the night, and fecured from beads of prey. As long as 
the grafs lads on the fpot, they live there wilhqut removing ; but as foon as it fails or 
any one dies, the whole village removes to another place; fo that the Hoftentots, like 
the*Laplanders and Arabians, are Noinadcs, or uandering fliqpherds. A few of them 
live together in one of thefe huts, and lie coiled up with their knees drawn up td their 
heads, difperfed around the internal walls of it. 
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The language, which frequently is almofl; the only thing that diftinguifhes the indo» 
lent Hottentots from the brute creation, is poor, unlike any other in the worltj, is 
pronounced with a clack of the tongue, and is never written. 

"With refpeft to houfehold furniture, they have little or none. The fame drefs tna| 
covers a part of their body by day, ferves them alfo for bedding at night. Their 
victuals are boiled in leathern facks and water, with flories made red-hot, but fome- 
tiines in earthen pots. Milk is kept in leathern facks, bladders of animals, and balkcis 
made of platted rulhes, perfedlly water-tight. Thefe, a tobacco-pouch of Ikin, a 
tobacco-pipe of ftone or wood, and their weapons, conflitute the whole catalogue of 
their efFeds. Their defenfive weapons againft their enemies and wild beafts conlift of 
darting-llicks (Kirris), javelins (y^llagay), and bows wdth poifoned arrows.. 

To the ufe of intoxicating fubltances they are much addicted. From a decodion of 
certain indigenous roots and honey, they prepare an inebriating kind of mead. They 
are very fond of arrack and brandy, and take delight in Imoaking tobacco, either 
pure, or mixed with hemp, and, wdien they cannot procure thefe, wdld Dakka 
(Phlolmisj, or the dung of the two-horned rhinoceros, or of elephants. The inhabitants 
of the fouthern part of Africa coiitrad marriage early, and with little «eremony. When 
the fuitor has made his intentions known, and obtained the girl’s and her parents' 
confent, a day is fixed for the wedding, which is folemnized by the prieft belonging to 
the village, who befpimkles the bride and bridegroom with his urine. After that an 
ox or Ihcep is killed, according to the circumilances of the parties, and the company 
entertained ; the men and women fitting in feparate circles, according to their cuitom, 
and always fquat on their heels, as they have neither chairs nor foftis. One circum- 
ftance, however, attending their weddings is highly laudable, which is, that though 
at other times they are much given to drunkennefs, they never drink on this occafion j 
neither do they dance and play upon mufical inftruments. 

To their new-born children they gi’*e a name, which is generally that of fome wild 
or doineftic animal. 

A youth is not fuffc'-ed to marry till he is made a man, which is at the age of eigh¬ 
teen ; when the village-mailer of the ceremonies bcfprinkles him W’ith urine, and 
feparates him from that time forward from his mother and other women. 

. • For'neriy the Hojrtentots, according to Kolbe, ufed callration. This operation was- 
geiieiaJ'y j'-erfor ,ied, the left tcllicle being cut out, that they might not beget twins, 
aim tiuu they might be enabled to run w ith greater cafe. 

A Ilottetitot lomctimes rakes two wives, and it frequently happens that a woman 
marries two hulbajids, although adultery under certain circumilances is punillied with 
death. A widow, who marries a fecond time, mull have the top joint of a finger cut 
olF, and loofes another joint for the third, and fo on for each time that flie enters intO' 
wedlock. , 

Idlenefs is fo predominant among the greatell part of the Hottentots, that few of the 
brutes furpafs them in th;it vice. Some lletp out all their time, and are only awakened 
by the urgent calls of hunger, that forces them at length to rife and feek for food. 
When they have killed any wild animal, they lay.thcmfelves round a fire in common, 
to broil their meat, a;af, and fleep by turns, as long as there is any thing left to eat, 
and till hunger drives them from it again. 

In confffquence of this extreme fupin.cnefs they have little or no religion. It Ihould 
feem indeed that they were not entirely ignorant of the exillence of a powerful Supreme 
Beirtg, and they appear alfo to acknowledge the immortality of the foul after its fepara- 
tion from the body j but they have no temples, pay no kind of worlhip to any divinity, 

and 
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and give themfelves no thought about rewards or punifliments after death. They have 
much clearer notions of an evil fpirit, whom they fear, believing him to be the occafion 
of ficknefs, death, thunder, and every calamity that befalls them. 

At the new and full moon they dance and make merry; but it does not appear very 
probable that their rejoicing thus is any kind of religious ceremony, or that they worlhip 
the moon. 

‘ A fmall infect, an inconfiderable grafshopper (jmntis fmjla), is by many confidercd 
as an animal of a fortunate omen; but I never found that any worfliip u-as paid to it, 
nor could 1 learn it with a certainty from others. 

Circumcifion is a ceremony ui'cd by many, and may probably be of high antiquity, 
although n()t commonly practifed at prefent. ^ 

Several barbarous ufages and cuftorns arc ftill to be found amongft thofe who live in 
their native date of wiklnefs, and without intercourfe with the Chriftians. Old and 
fuperannuated pcrfons are buried alive, or elfe carried away to fome cleft in the moun¬ 
tains, with provifion for a few days, where they are either ftarved to death, or fall a 
prey to fome wild bead. • 

In like manner, children are expofed and left to their fate on various occafions; as 
for indance, when a woman dic^, either during her lying-in, or immediately after it, 
the child in fuch cafes is buried along with the mother, as no one can bring up amongd 
people who have fio notion of nurfes. If a w'oman brings fortit twins, and thinks hc'r- 
lelf not able to rear them both, one of them is expofed. If they are both boys, the 
dronged and mod healthy is kept: if one of them is a girl, it is her lot to be expoled; 
as is likewife the fate of any one that comes a cripple into tlic world. 

Such as live near the European colonids, bury their dead in the ground, while 
others lay them in the clefts of mountains or in caves. 'I’hc corpfe being taken out ol 
the hut through a hole in the fide, and not through the door, is wrapped up in the 
Iheep-lkin drefs the defunft wore while living, *,and is carried aw'ay in hand by three 
or four bearers. A procedion of men and women in two I'eparate bodies follows with 
loud cries; after wdiich, if tlie deceafed was a perfon of any property, fome animal is 
killed and eaten. 

They are very fuperditious, and put great faith in witch-craft. If any one falls lick, 
they tlqnk that he has been bewitched; and confequently fliriek and pommel him witli 
their fids, in order to keep life in him, or make him well. If bodies, their cries 
increafe, the corpfe is buried iu a few hours, and the whole village removes to fome 
other place. 

The elded fon is foie heir to his father’s property. * , 

In arts and fcienccs they are as rude and uncultivated as th*ey are in every other rc- 
fpeft. The Cadres are the only tribe among them that till the ground at all. The 
' major part of them have herds ojF cattle. Some have neither houfe nor home, nor 
indeed any fixed abode whatever. Tlie Namaquas Hottentots, who, in their country, 
have mountains that produce copper and iron ore, know how to extraft thefe metals 
in the mod funple manner, w'hich they afterwards forge for ufe. Their traffic is not 
extenfive; indeed it confids only in bartering certain commodities againd others. They 
have therefore no money nor coin of any fort, neither do they dand in need of any. 

To guard their'herds, they employ very ugly, but bold and fpirited dogs. 

Greafy fubdances conditute the greated dainties of the Hottentots. They drink the 
blubber of fca-cows like water, and the tail of a flieep, which confids entirely of fat, 
they prefer to any other part. 

They 
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riiey hunt both fingle and in parties. Every one hunts and fhoots what he can for 
Ins own life; but general hunts are undertaken by whole villages, either againft large 
troops of wild animals, or when they are annoyed by beafts of prey that conihiit 
ravages among thdr herds, oip which occafion every man quits his hut, and goes but 
armed, as againft a common enemy. 

Their grand feftivals are generally accompanied with Tinging, and different forts of 
inftrumental mufic, as alfo with dances, that are extremely fingular, and indeed pecu> 
liar to tliemfelvQS. They have likewife a droll uncommon ceremony of driving whole 
licrdsof Iheep through the %oke, right acrofs the fire, to fecure them from the attacks 
of wild dogs. 

In a people fo deeply plunged dn flolh, and fo overwhelmed with filth, as the Hot¬ 
tentots aduedly are, one would not exped to find the lealt trace of pride.* It is how¬ 
ever to be found even among thefe, the moft wretched of the human race; for they 
not only adorn their bodies with all manner of finery, as they conceive it to be; but 
when they are vifited by fti’angei's, paint their faces with various figures of brown and 
olack paint. • 

Of the new year, a period which moft nations and even the heathens themfelves 
almoft all over the face of the earth, obferve and celebrate with more or lefs rejoicing 
and I'eftivity, the Hottentots do not Ihem to have any Knowledge, neither do they take 
the leaft account of tlu courfe of nature. 'I'he only thing they remark is, that every 
year they fee the biiloous plants pufli out of the ground, bloflbm and decay, and, 
accoj'ding to this almanac, they reckon their own ages, which neverthelefs they feldom 
or never know with all) certainty. It is therefore in vain to try to afeertain their age, 
or to fearch for antique relicks and monuments, in order to difeover the antiquity of 
the country, how long it has been peopled, whence its firft inhabitants came, and what 
changes and revolutions it has undergone. The country has no ancient ruins, cither of 
fubverted palaces, deniolifticd caftles, pr devaftated cities. I’he people neither know 
the origin nop reafou of tlie ceremonies :ind cuftoins in ufe amongft them, and few of 
them can give an account of any thing that has happened before their father’s time. 
Since the I'.uropeans have begun to inhabit this angle of the fouthcTn part of Africa, 
the country lias undergone many changes. The natives have by degrees in part 
become extintf, in coni'equence of the ravages made by various epidemic difeafes, and 
in part retreated '"aiVher up the country, and a colony of the children and progeny of 
laphet has piopagated and muliiplied to a great extent in their place. In a country 
where, one hundred and fifty years ago, among a vaft number of other wild animals, 
the moft favage be^jfts of pro)* ri'igned fovereign and triumphant, one may now for the 
moft part travel fafely wfthout fear or dread ; and where formerly herds only grazed, 
one now fees feveral Indian and moft of our European feeds cultivated, vineyards and 
orchards laid out, and culinary vegetables planted. A multitude of tame animals has » 
been imported hither from Europe, fuch as horfes, cow’s, htigs, and feveral kinds of 
fowls; in like manner as many ufcful produds of the vegetable kingdom have been 
naturalized under the induitrious hand of the colonifts and a kitid climate. The peafe 
and beans here are very good. Afiiaragus, peaches, apricots, have a tolerable flavour, 
as have alfo apples (and cfpecially rennets) plums, pears, oranges, and llrawberries. 
The grapes as well as the raifins, and the wine that is made of theu>, are of different 
degrees ofgoodnefs, and fometimes excellent. Melons, water-melons, Gojavus, pome¬ 
granates, are alfo tolerably good; but gooleberries, currants, cherries, and nuts do 
not thrive. Mulberries, almonds, figs, walnuts, chefnuts, and lemons do not yield 
in point of goodnefs to the European. Efculent roots and culinary vegetables thrive 
1 in 
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in general well in this country, and often grow up fuperior to the European, from 
whence the feed of the greateft part of them is brought every year. Turnips, turnip, 
rooted cabbages, potatoes, alliaceous plants of every rand, fallads, cabbages, and efpe- 
ciailly cauliflowers, are cultivated therefore in great qu unities, as alfo wheat, not only 
for the ufe of the inhabitants, but for the fupply of the many ihips that touch here in 
their way to and from India, fmce the Chriflians firfl; made a fettlement at the Cape of 
/Jood Hope. Several fliorter and longer journeys have been made, from time to time, 
into the interior parts, both by individuals and on the Company’s account, with a 
view to gain authentic intelligence of the country and its inhabitants. Thefe Journeys 
have been undertaken by different parties, fome larger and fome fmaller, fome to the 
northern and others to the fouth-eaft fide of this aqgle of Africa. Thofe that have 
come to my’knowledge are the following: in 1699, a journey was made to Saldahna 
Bay, which was then for the firll time taken peffeflion of by the Dutch Company. 
In 1670, two ferjeants, Kruydhof and Crufe, were fent out to Moffel Baay and Helena 
Baay, which were at the fame time taken pofleffion of. In 1683, Enfigu Olof Berg 
made a journey to the country of the Nam^quas, and in 1685 the governor Simon van 
.der Steel, with fifty-fix I^uropeans, two Macaflars, three flaves, and fix burghers, 
equipped with two pieces of artiljery, eight carts, feven waggons, (befides thofe belong¬ 
ing to the burghers,) one boat and a great quantity of draught-oxen, horfes, provifion, 
powder, mufquettf, and commodities for bartering, made a long voyage into the coun¬ 
try of the Namaqiias, as far as the tropics, lliis expedition had chiefly the copper- 
mountains for its objctl;, to examine whether the ore there was worth working, and 
whether there Was fufllcient wood and water for that purpofe, or any harbour near at 
hand, from which the ore might have been brought in vellels. This journey lafted fif¬ 
teen weeks. 

During the time that the bartering traffic with the Hottentots was allowed the fettlers, 
long journeys were frequently made into the interior parts of the country : as for iu- 
flance, in the year 1702, by forty-five burghers with four waggoin, into the country of 
the Caftres ; in 1704, into that of Namaquas, and in 1705, by thirty or forty fanners, 
.each accompanied'by his Hottentot, farther up into the fame traft of country. 

In 1705, the landrofl Starrenburg made a journey by order of government, into 
the country of the Namaquas, particularly for the purpofe of bartering for a large 
quantity of cattle for the ufe of the Company. He was accomp;ftl 4 i;d by a corporal, 
and Hartog a gardener, befides flaves and a great many Hottentots. 

In the year 1761, Governor Tulbagh fent to the northern fide of the country, which 
I was now exploring, a caravan, confifiing of feventeen Chriflians, fixly-eight Hotten¬ 
tots, and fifteen waggons, which had been given in charge to’a burgher of the name 
of Hop. On this lame expedition were fent out, at the expence of the Company, 

■ Brink a land furveyor, Auge a gardener, and Rykvoels a furgeon, with three waggons, 
a large boat, powder, fiiot, iron, 'tobacco, kc. This caravan v/as fent out in confe- 
quence of a farmer who had travelled far into the country on this fide, having given 
intelligence to the governor, that he had been told by a Hottentot of a people who had 
lived farther up the country, and who wore linen clothes, were of a yellow colour, and 
went in and out of the mountains there, near a large river. Hence it was concluded, 
that fome PortugEefe fettlement was eflablifiied on the coall, w'hicli government ought 
to find out. Part of the Company fet out from Uie Cape on the i6th of July, and the 
reft joined them near Olyfant’s Rivicr in 31*’ 40' latitude, and 38‘’ j 8' longitude. 
I'hey proceeded on their journey till the 6th of December, one hundred and twenty 
and a half miles due north from the Cape, to 2(j° 18' latitude, and 37‘’ 37' longitude, 

from 
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fAm whence they returned and arrived at the Cape on the 27th of April, 1762, with¬ 
out having difcovered the yellow nation they had been told of. This is the longdl 
journey ever attempted’by Europeans towards this fide, where the country is very dry, 
deficient in water, and mountainous, and the roads fometimes very flony. On this 
journey the governor had not fent any of the military, who before, very little to his 
fatisfadlion, had made an expenfive journey to the eaflward; but only burghers and 
farmers. This journey, however, did not terminate fo well as might have been cx- 
pefted, the private intereft of individuals having laid many oblbtcles in the way. 
Want of water and ftony rotids, without doubt, made the voyage both difficult and 
troublefome; as the feet of the draught-oxen were greatly hurt, and many of them 
died in confequcnce of this circum’flancc j but the permiffion which the farmcis had 
from government to barter with the liottentots, during their journey, for fre/li hearts, 
without any expence to them, and of w'hich they made a very imprudent ufe, may 
have contributed to render this journey abortive. 

In fad, the fiirraers, through motives of covetoufnefs, and a wiffi to lighten the 
waggerns of the heavy load of iron they had brought with them for the purpofe of 
barter, began to traffic extenfively at their firfi fetting out, inftead of referving this ad¬ 
vantageous trade for their return, in conlequcnce of this procedure the caravan was 
overltocked wath a drove of oxen, numbers of which were obliged to Ije left behind on 
account of the hcavinefo of the roads, while the reft ferved greatly to diminiffi the 
fcanty fupply of water for the oxen that w ere nccelTary for drawing the waggons along. 
It is true, the vice-governor Kloppcnborg had alfo a few years ago, in company w'ith a 
land-furveyor, a merchant, and a furgeon, made a journey to the northward of the 
Cape; but, as this expedition did not extend beyond the bounds of the colony, it was 
of no confequenci', nor in any other way remarkable. 

Beautiful as the country is to the eaftward, fertile, abounding in grafs, and well 
peopled, it is equally dry, barren, uncultivated, and uninhabited to the north¬ 
ward of the Cape; and the farther you proceed, the more barren and defert-like it 
grows. 

After parting three or four ridges of mountains to the northward, you arrive at a 
country foniething higher than the Cape-fliore, but lower than the valleys which lie 
between the riilges of mountains you have juft left behind. This land is called Cav»row, 
or CiaiTOW-field. ■ t et'ins to go like a broad belt over the whole of this angle of Africa, 
from the fea-fidt.: at the north-weftern end, to the ocean on the fouth-eaftern fide. I do 
not I'uppofe the breadth to be alike all over ; but in fome places it requires fix whole 
days (or rather long pights) joufneys. The fun is quite fcorching here in the day-time, 
and the nights are rather cold. The great w'ant of water here for the fpace of eight 
months, during which time not a drop of rain falls, together with the aridity of the 
foil, is the caufe that this defart produces nothing but a few herbs and bullies with thick 
fleffiy leaves, fuch as Craft'ulas, Mefembryanthemums, Cotelydons, Cacalias, Stapelias j 
and that neither man nor beall can live there in fummer, as all'o that no grafs can grow, 
nor any ufeful grain be cultivated. The foil confilis of clay impregnated with iron 
ochre and a great quantity of fea-falt. 

During the time 1 fppnt in travelling through different parts of this defarr, I did not 
fee a fmgle fparrow, much lefs any quadruped there, excepting rats in holes' in the 
earth, whichqjrobably can fubfilt a lon^ time witiiout water, and quench their thirft 
with the fucculent and faltiih leaves produced by the buffies. 

After croffing this extenlive and dry defart, which to the eye appears very nearly 
level, or at moft rifing a little and flowly to the northward, you encounter a very high 
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motHitain, the top of which it would take almofl a whole day’s journey to reach. This 
Roggeveld mountain has very little of earth on it, exhibiting in moft places the fmooth 
and naked rock j neither does it flope off like other mountains, but it is for the moft 
part level, and extends in this manner fo far to the northward, that the end of it is 
toot known to the colonifts. The climate at this height, although feveral degrees nearer 
than the Cape to the fun and the equator, is not only cold, but the cold is fo intenfe, 
that the ground in winter is for a long time covered with fnow, hail, and ice. 

According to my ufual praftice the preceding years, as foon as I arrived in town, I 
made it my firft care to fend to Europe, by the returning Ihips, the colleflions I had 
made during my laft tour. 

The vdffel, too, which had been fent the preceding yeij^r to Madagafcar, in order to 
puTchafe flaves for the Company’s fervice, was now arrived. Amongft other articles 
which fome of the crew brought with them, were in particular a large quantity of the 
cypraa tigris^ a handfome Ihell, which is ufed for making fnuff-boxes, another of the 
^ccidum rufum, and of the creatures known by the name of Madagafcar cats, lemur 
cotta. With refpeii to the latter, I was‘curious to fee whether the eyes were fuch as 
the late R’ofeffor Linnaeus has defcribed them, viz. with one pupil oblong and the other 
round. In this both the pupils were round and very fmall in the day-time, like thofe 
of other ammalr. This fpecies of Lemur fomewhat refembles a cat, with its long tail, 
diverfified with black and white ringlets; it is very nimble, and when tied to an up¬ 
right pole, up and down on which it runs on all fours with the greateft celerity imagin¬ 
able, affords a very amufing fpeftacle. 

M. Mell^, a rich and wealthy farmer, had, fome years before, built a houfe of ftone, 
below the town near the beach, lower down than the Lion’s-Tail, under pretext of 
ufing it for a ftore-houfe; but when it was finiflied, he made a prefent of it to the 
Lutheran congregation here for a church, after having furnifhed it with fuitable win¬ 
dows. Happy would it be if the congregation, which is numerous, could likewife 
have a Lutheran clergyman of its own, and hear the word of God preached in its ori¬ 
ginal purity, and at the fame time enjoy the benefit of the facraments. 

I never knew diforders in the throat more common or refraftory than they arc at the 
Cape, and efpecially in the town. They are occafioned by the fudden changes of 
weather from heat to cold. The glands of the throat fwcll with, fuch violence, that the 
patient is in danger of being fuffocated, and they almoft always ^ne to fuppuration. 
Some are infefted with this malady feveral times in a year, and neither fex is exempted 
from it. 

The fides of the ftreets in the town were planted with great numbers of European 
oaks (jjuercus robiir\ which ferved both to adorn and (hade the houfes. 

The fmoking of tobacco in the ftreets was now feverely prohibited, as in confequence 
of it fires had broke out here,’as has been the cafe in other places. 

The fky of the fouthern hemifphere wore an afpeft in a great meafure ftrange to me. 
Some of the known conftellations had a different fituation from what they have north 
of the equator, and fome were abfolutely milling. Charles’s-Wain, which in winter fo 
truly and faithfully points out to the farmer how far the night is advanced, was here 
funk below tl\e horizon, and the Cape clouds, as two dark fpots in the firmament are 
called, leemed to be a limilar token to the inhabitants here. I was extremely forry, 
however, that I had not taken more pains to learn fo noble a fcience, alid would with 
pleafare have exchanged for one Angle conftellation all thofe definitions with which I 
j»d formerly burthened my memory, together with a great number of words in the 
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dead languages, the learning of which had taken up the beft part of my younger days, 
that might have been better employed in ftudying this divine fcience. 

I now received from Amfterdam not only a mm of money, but alfo letters of re¬ 
commendation to the Governor-general Vander Parra at Batavia, in confequence of 
which I had to prepare for a voyage to the Eaft Indies, and asfar as the empire of Ja¬ 
pan. In the three years I had paffed in the fouthern parts of Africa, I had travelled over 
as much both of the defart and inhabited part of the country as the nature of my equip¬ 
ment, which was below mediocrity, would admit. I had alfo, during the fame time, 
received many favours from the governor and other gentlemen in the adniini/lration, as 
likewife much friendlhip both from my own countrymen and the other inhabitants of the 
place, and could, therefore, .not without the greateft gratitude and heart-fele acknow¬ 
ledgment, recolleft the many kindneffes they had (hewn me, which, as long as I live, 
I fhall never forget. 

But, previous to my departure, I had the good fortune to get acquainted with 
M. Holmberg, a worthy countryman of mine, and one of the council, who was on his 
voyage homeward from Surat, where for feverM years he had been in the fervice of the 
Dutch Eaft India Company, to the great fatisfadion of his fuperiors, and had acquired 
fuch a knowledge of commerce as few poffefs, or kno^ how to value. I'his gentle¬ 
man honoured me w'ith his particular friendlhip, and alfo furnilhed mq with letters of 
recommendation to M. Radermacher, one of the council at Batavia, which proved of 
much greater utility to me than I had reafon to exped. 
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CURIOUS AND EXACT ACCOUNT 

or 

« 

J FOFAG/i ro- CONGO, 

IN TJIE YEARS l666 AND 1667. 

Byihe R.R. F. F.MicnhV.l, Angei.o a/'rtm/Utsis de Cai^LI of Piacenza, Capuchins, 
and Apojioltc Miffioncrs into the /aid Kingdom oj Congo* 


TO THE READER. 

^JTIE authoiis of this fmall work being two pcrfons who travelled not out of any vain 
curiofity, or out of any defign of gathering wealth, but only out of a pure zeal to 
propagate the Chriftian religion, it would appear fomewhat unchriltian to call in quef- 
tion the truth of their relation. No worldly intcreft could bias them, who propofed 
to themfelves no gain, nor indeed were they capable of any, their pred'effion not per¬ 
mitting them td poffefs any thing. It is ncedlefs to fay much in vindication of them; 
for, in truth, whofoever reads, will fcarcc find any thing but what is credible enough, 
unlejfs they be fuch perfons as being altogether ftrangers to the world, will credit no¬ 
thing but what they fee is frequent in their own country. I do no<^retend to apologize 
for the book; every man will give his judgment whatever I can fay forSk I’herefore, all I 
fhall add is, that to fome the account of Congo will mu appear fo diverting as they per¬ 
haps might have conceited it, becaufc they always expect things very furprifing from coun¬ 
tries very remote. This is not a hiftory of a country, or of its conqu^ft, and therefore there 
arc no warlike expeditions to pleafe the reader. I'he people are rtide and ignorant, and, 
therefore, there are no fine deferiptions of cities and noble ftrudfures. The authors 
were religious men, and therefore added no romantic invention of their own to make 
their writings taking. The account is very particular; it I'peaks not only of Congo, 
but of Brazil and fome parts of Europe, the firft part being made ou{ of the letters of 
F. Michael Angelo, who died in C'ongo, and the reft compofed by F. Denis who re¬ 
turned home, and fets down particularly all that befel him there in his way back to 
Italy. The tranflation is faithful, without adding or diminiftiinj; in the leaft ; and even 
the ftyle of the authors, which is plain and e^fy, is followed ; which is all that I think 
r^uifite the reader fliould know before he enters upon the voyage. 

* Churchill’s Coll. i. 48;, 
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VOYAGE TO CONGO, ^c. 

'■pO fatisfy the curiofity of feveral perfons, who prefs me in fuch an obliging manner 
as I cannot eafily withftand, to give them an exact account of what I have feen and 
learned during the long voyage, from which I am lately returned, I will write a relation* 
of the kingdom* of Congo and of Africk, where the duty of my million made me ac¬ 
quainted with feveral llrangc* cultoms, and go through abundance of hardlliips, omitting 
at prefent to fpeak of Brazil, and fome other parts of America, whither we were firlt 
carried, and of which I lhall fay I’ut very little. , 

In die year 1666, Alexander the Seventh being pope, fifteen Capuchin millioners, of 
which 1 was one, were difpatched by the cardinals dc propaganda fide, and received the 
commillions or patents at Boponia, where I then refided, at the liands t)f F. Stephen de 
Cefa, ot tlie noble family >'f Clermont, whofe virtue has been fince rewarded with the 
poll of general of the faid order. Our paibnts contained the following privileges: To 
dil’penle witli any irregularity except incurred by bigamy, or wilful murder: to difpenfe 
and commute fnnple vows even to that of chaftity, bu! not that of religion : to difpenfe 
with marriages within the fecond and third degrees, and for Pagans converted to keep 
one of their wives: to tibfolve in cafes referved to the pope: to briefs church-ltufl', 
churches, clialices: to give leave to cat flelh and W'hite-meats, and to fay two malfes a 
dav in cafe of neceflitv: Ut grant plenary indulgences: to deliver a foul out of purga¬ 
tory, according to the intention of the priell, in a mafs for the dead faid on Monday and 
Tuefday : to ''ear fecuktr clothes in cafe of neceflitv : to fay the rofary'for want of a 
breviary, or any other impediment: to read forbidden books, except Machiavel. 

As foon as thefe letters patent were delivered to me, 1 fet out for Piacenza my native 
country, arrived there at the beginning* of Advent, and received orders to expeft F. Mi¬ 
chael Angelo of Rheggio, who was to be niy companion in this voyage. He being 
come, we wi iit togei’.ier to Genoa, where all the millioners were to embark: thence 
we lailed for Liflmn, and having refided there fome months, took the opportunity of a 
Poriuguefe veliel bound for Brazil to load there, and fail over to Africk to the coaft of 
Congo. ^ , 

We fpent th ee months in our paflagi'TrtRii Lilbon to Brazil, the fair winds ufually 
on thefe leas befriending us. By the way we had often the fatisfaftion to fee the flying 
fllhes about our Ihip*: this is a very while llfh about a foot long, with two wings or fins 
proportionable to the body ; it is not unlike a herring, fave that its back is of an azure 
colour, and its fins larger, and fitter to ferve inltead of wings. Ihis filh flying from 
another called the Dorado or Dory, which purfues to,devour it, fprings out of the water, 
and flies as long as any moillure is in the fins, which once dried by the air it falls back 
into the fea, and is devoured by its enemy, who never lofes fight of it, or elfe is taken 
and eaten by the learnen, if it happens to fall into the lliip, or is fomotimes catched in 
the air by fome bird of prey Si> that this wretched creature, us it were banifhe^ by 
nature, can fcarce find any place of fafety in the air, in the fea, or on the earth, the de¬ 
licacy of its flelh being the caufe of its unhappinefs. I'here is another fort of flpiin 
thofe feas called a lhai k, very greedy of man’s flelh: they catch it “with a rope and a 
chain at the end of it, to which is faflened a ftrong hook baited with a piece of flelh: 
the^lhark perceiving it fwallows the flelh, hook, and moll of the chain j then the failors 
draw the head above water, and batter it with clubs; after which they bind the tail 
where its greateft ftrength lies, and bringing it aboard cut it in pieces. 
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Drawing near the coafl: of Guinea, we began to fefl much heat from the fun, which 
is there in the zenith; and as we went farther it grew fo violent, that in a few days we 
were fo weak that we could neither eat nor fleep; and to add to our fufferings, the. 
provifions and drink were full of maggots. This lafted for fifteen days we failed under 
the line, fo that it is a fort of miracle we Ihould live amidft fo many hardlhips, though 
it was then the month of Auguft, the moft temperate time of the year in thofe parts. 

The Portuguefe ufe generally to make fome rejoicing, and keep holiday, to beg of 
God a good ifiiie of that dangerous voyage. They alfo obferve this ancient cullom; 
thofe who have never been under the line are obliged to give the failors either a |^e 
of money, or fomething to eat or drink, or at leaft money’s worth, from which no man 
is excufM, mot even the Capuchins, of whom they take b^ads, Agnus-Dei’s, or fuch 
like things; which being expofed to fale, what they yield is given to fay mafles for the 
fouls in purgatory. If any man happen to be fuch a mifer as to deny paying this duty, 
the failors, clothed like officers, carry him bound to a tribuoal, ontwhich a feaman is 
feated in a long robe, who acting the part of a judge, examines him, hears what he has 
to fay, and gives judgment againft him to b% thrice ducked in the fea after this manner; 
the perfon condemned is tied fall with a rope, and the other end of it run through a 
pulley at the yard-arm, by which he is hoifted up, and then let run amain three times 
imder water *, andjthere feldom foils to be one or other that gives the reft this diverfion. 
The fame is praOifed in paffing the Straits of Gibraltar, and Cape of Good Hope. 

Having palfed the line, the wind ftill continued right aftern, but fo very violent, that 
if it had not pleafed God we had met with fo rapid a current of water as ftemmed our 
furious courfe, I know not how we could have efcaped. Some time after, when we 
had made conliderable way, the wind calmed, and, confequently, we loft that refrefti- 
ment we had fo much need of in the great heat, which had not yet ceafed; this calm 
falling out no lefs unluckily for our provifions, which we were mraid would foon fall 
Ihort. What increafed our fear was, the impi*effion remaining in us of the difafter 
lately happened to the fliip called Catarinetta, which the reader will not be difpleafed 
to be acquainted with. 

That veffel being laden with commodities of great value fet fail from Goa, and, meet¬ 
ing with a profperous wind, arrived fafe in Brazil; whence putting to fea with as fair 
a wind us could be wilhed, it took its courfe for Lilbon, but in paffing the line the 
mailer died, overcome with the violent heat of the climate, and fobt^ after him all 
the belt failors; fo that the Ihip being left, like a horfe that has Ihook off the 
bridle, to the mercy of the waves, drove about in a piteous manner upon the fea 
for feven months, which forced fuch as were left alive, after confuming all their 
provifions, to eat their cats, dogs, and rats that were in the fhip, and to drefs their 
, fhoes and any other leather, which they endeavoured the beft they could to make 
eatable. At laft nothing Jbeing left, only five remained of four hundred men they 
were at firft. One of thefe five was the captain, who being diftrafled with the dif. 
mal thoughts which a miferable death near at hand is wont to infpire, fancied that 
death would not be the greateft of his misfortunes, but that together with his life he 
fhould lofe his reputation; and that fame, which commonly fpreads abroad folfe news, 
would report, that he was fled into fome for country to make his advantage of the 
great trcafure he* was intrtifted with, and enjoy the fruits of his diffionefty out of 
danger. So that being ardently defirous that at leaft fome one of them might furvive 
to carry home the news of their misfortune, he propofed to his companions to call lots 
which of them Ihould be killed to ferve for food to the other four. Not one of 
them contradided that inhuman propofol, but only they IvQuld exempt their captain 
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from being fubjeft to the rigour of it. They ufed their utmoft endeavours to make 
him confent; but ^er much contending, he folemnly fwore he would nor be exempt 
from falling a faciffice to the reft, if it fell to his lot, fince abfolute neceflity made that 
courfe juft and reafonable. In fhort, having caft dice, the lot fell upon the unhappy 
captrin, who was already offering up his foul to God; but the others bewailing their 
misfortune, began to conclude it was better they fhould all die like good catholicks, 
than like barbarians to imbrue their hands in the blood of their companion. God, 
infpirihg them in return for this good refolution, one of them went up to the top-maft 
head, irom whence looking about on all fides, he fpied at a great diftance fomething 
dark, which he told the captain; who going up with a perfpective glafs, difeerned that 
it was the coaft of the continent. They fleered that way the bm they could, and 
being come up with the •fhore, found’ it was a port then in peace vJith Portu¬ 
gal. Being landed, with God’s affiftance, they went immediately to the governor, 
whom they acquainted with their misfortune. The governor gave them good enter¬ 
tainment, and furmhed them with all they flood in need of. During their flay there, 
they were advifed by phyficians to make ufe.of fome medicines, and proper reftoratives 
to recover their health, and return to fea; yet two of them, more fpent than the relt, 
gave up their ghofts; the other three, with the help,of the good medicines applied, 
were perfedly recovered. They gave thanks to God for his mercy, and to the go¬ 
vernor for his civility, refitted their veffel, and fet fail again for Lifcon. As foon as 
they came thither, one of the three who rclapfed by the way died. To conclude, 
the captain and failor that reniained, landed, and were immediately introduced to the 
King of Portugal, to'whom they gave a difmal account of their adventures, which 
turned to their advantage j for the King, moved at their fuffej ings, comforted, and 
gave them gifts of value, making the captain admiral of the fleet, and the failor cap¬ 
tain of the beft fhip. 

Now I return to our voyage. 

Being in ten degrees of fouth latitude, we difeovered about evening Cape St. Auguflin 
at a great diftance; and in the morning it pleafed God we faw abundance of land- 
fowls flying near about us, and whales, which, fpouting up great ftreams of water, at 
that diftance looked to us like fine fountains gulhing in the midft of the fea. There 
are fuch numbers of them in that fea, that I lhall Icarce be believed, if I fay a mer¬ 
chant pays the King of Portugal fifty thoufand crowns in gold for the patent td make . 
oil, though nothing more be true. 

Paffmg by our Lady of Nazareth, we all faluted her with three Ave-marias, and a 
triple difeharge of our cannon. This church is but five miles from the town of Per¬ 
nambuco ; near to which place Francis do Brito, a PoTtuguofe nobleman, travelling 
before the church was built, the good lord w'ho had a fpecial devotion for the Bleffed 
Virgin, met a poor woman clad in white, with a child in her arms, who humbly • 
begged an alms of him. He putting his hand into his pocket, gave her a ducat; and 
whilft he was giving, and Ihe receiving, the woman’s face feemed to be altogether 
changed. Brito following on his way at a fmall diftance from the place, as if he were 
quite furprifed at what he had feen, turned about feveral times to fee the perfon that 
had won his heart; but though it was a plain field, where there was no place to be 
concealed, nor any fhing to obftruft the fight, he could never fee the, beautiful beggar 
again. T{jis breeding a dil&tisfadion in his mind, he returned to the very place where 
he left his alms, and his thoughts, anft only found the print of two feet upon the earth, 
whiqh made him conclude that the poor wofean was the Bleffed Virgin, that had in¬ 
flamed his heart with her h^venly eyes, and ravilhed his fool with her divine beauty; 
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and therefore in that very place he erefted a ftately church in honour ofthe Moll Holy 
Virgin, endowing it with a revenue, and chaplains proportionabl^O the worth and 
gcnerofity of that noble gentleman. 

When we were under the tower, which ferves as a fort to the harbour of Fernam- 
buco, we call anchor there, fainting the town after the ufual manner, the port being 
too little for fiiips to lie in. 

• The captain went away in the pinnace, to get leave for us to land. Whllft he was 
gone, we obferved that a wall runs from the tower, which the people there call Arrecife, 
which credible people lay is natural, running three hundred miles, one part of it in- 
clo/ing the harbour, and fecuring it againll any weather. This fame wall in like 
manner parts the iea from a river that runs through |he middle ot the city j and when 
the fea grov s boillerous, it fometimes raifes its waves above the wall, mixing its lalt 
with the fiefli waters of tire river, which is the caufe that the people catch frefli and 
falt-water filli indiflerently in the river, and in the fea, as if by * fort of metamor- 
phofis the fea were become a river, and the river a lea. ™ 

As foon as we landed in the port of l'’t/nambuco, we law a great crowd of people, 
as well Blacks as Whites, about us, and among them a black woman, who kneeled, 
heather breaft, and clapt her, hands upon the ground. I enquired what the good 
woman meant by all thole motions with her hands; and a Portugud'e anfvvered me : 
“ Father, the meaning of it is, that Ihe is of the kingdom of Congo, and was baptized 
by a Capuchin; and being informetl you arc going thither to baptize, Ihe rejoices, 
and exprclTcs her joy by thofe outward tokens.” 

In going to the houfe appointed for our entertainment, we palTcd through the middle 
of the town,, which we found to be indifferent for bignefs, bur very full of people, 
efpecially of’black Haves they bring from Angola, C’ongo, Dongo, and Mattamba, 
every year, to the number of ten thoufand, whom they employ about their tobacco, 
fugar-works, and to gather cotton, abuiulance of uhich grows there upon llu ubs, 
about the height of a man; as alfo to cut wooJ for dying of fdk, and other ffuff's ol 
value, and to work in cocoa and ivory. 

As for the original natives of Brazil, or South America, the Portuguefe have not 
been able to fubdue them to this day, they being a people too fierce and barbarous. 
They call them Tapuges, or Caboclos, and the colour of their Ikin is a dark fawny. 
They go quite naked, and carry a bow an ell and a half long, with arrows made, part 
of cane, and part of a hard wood fliarpencd towards the point like a faw', that where 
it hits it may make the w'ound bigger, more troublelbmc, and be the harder to be 
drawn out; and it is moll certain that when they flioot with a defign, and their 
belt, they itrike a board or plank tlirough and through at* a mdfquet-lliot diltance. 
Thefe Tapuges, when they c;iu, cat man’s flefh; and when they have nrae of their 
enemies about them, they feall upon fuch ffrangers as they can catch in their country. 

They wear little bits of wood and Hone of feveral colours let in their faces; I know 
not whether for ornament, or to appear more terrible. At their ears they have pen¬ 
dants not of lead as our laji-dogs have, but great pieces of the fame fort of wood. 
'I’hey live upon I’uch bealts as they hunt, and upon men; for w'hcii any one among 
them takes his bed, they affign hiin a certain time to recover, which if he does not 
within the time limited, they kill him wdlhout mercy and eat hinf, to put an end cha¬ 
ritably to his fufferings. 'Fhe fame favour or inhumanity they ufe towards ^heir 
parents, and old people, become unfit for hunting, whom the children kill an 5 eat 
with their near relations, invited by th^m to that cruel fealt; thus killing thofe to 
whom they owe their life, and burying thofe in their bowels, from whofe bowels 
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they catne. Iii^Ihprt, they are miferable pagans plunged in idolatry. The reft of the 
inhabitants of thdlheW world, whether good or bad, arc Chriftians, or at leaft bear 
the name. 

At the,place of our reception we found two of our companions fick of a fever, and 
we ourfelves felt fome indifpofition, which obliged us to go into the doctor’s hands, it 
being ufual and almoft inevitable for all who come into that country to fall fick, whe¬ 
ther it proceed from the change of air or food. 

One morning .we heard an admirable confort of trumpets all aboard the fleet, as 
well within as without the port, founding, to the number of eighty fiiips, including 
ours, which was loading with lugar, of which fhe carried no lefs than one thoufand 
cherts. Nothing could be pleafanter than that profped, which feemed to tieprefent a 
town where the houfes were toft at the pleafurc of the waves, or like a foreft floating 
about as drove by the wind. I'here we received the news of the death of John'Mary 
Mandelli, of Pavia||,prefedl; to the two rniflions of Angola and Congo, who died 
among thofe people with the reputation of fanftity, after enduring a thoufand hard- 
fiiips for their fpiritual advantage during twenty-five years he lived there. 

We took a time to go fee the town of Olinda but three miles diftant from Fernam- 
buco. It was formerly a great town, but at this time nlmoft ruined, fince the Dutch 
made a defcent there. In a marfliy field we were fliewn certmn trees, which like 
others have their roou. ’in the ground, but have others above, th^ leaves being all 
covered with them. There we faw abundance of great parrots, feveral forts of Maca¬ 
cos, that is, monkeys or apes, of which the leaft, called Sagorini, are moft valued. 
We went this way in a canoe, which is a large trunk of a tree hollowed j and our 
watermen were two Blacks, naked like the people of Brazil, having only a little rag 
before them for decency. 

The temper of that climate, though very hot, is not bad, nor the great dampnefs of 
the moon dangerous, fo that there is gpod travelling enough by night as well as by 
day. Silver and gold money in this town goes as it does in other parts of Brazil; they 
give two teftons for a mafs, and thirty or forty for a fermon. The country produces 
neither wheat nor wine, but there is enough carried out of Europe, and fold dear 
enough. The ground being fandy, the natives and travellers are troubled with a kind 
of infeds, which fome call Pharoah’s lice, alledging that was one of the ten plagues 
wherewith God formerly punilhed Egypt. They are lefs than lice, and work themfelves 
infenfibly in between the flefli and the Ikin, and in a day’s time grow as big as a kidney- 
bean, or other fmall bean. Some experienced Black undertakes the cure, for were 
they left unregarded, they would corrupt all the foot in a very fltort time, Obferving 
two days after I came, that fomething hindred my walking, I caufed a Black to fearen 
me, who took out four of thofe infeds pretty big grown, and there was not a day 
but they came and took out ten or twelve a-piece from us. It is no finall misfortune, 
if any one efcapes undifeovered by the Blacks, for they gnaw*and torment the feet. 

During our ftay at Pernambuco there was a great feaft of the rofary kept in the 
great church called Corpo Santo, or the holy body. The order of it was very mag¬ 
nificent. The church was hung with ten thoufand ells of filk of a fire-colour, attd 
other rich ftufis: the tabernacle which was lofty, covered with filk embroidered full 
of flames of gold, and a filver galoon over it, which dazzled the eyes: the mufic of 
harps, violins, and comets, making 2u confort to the holy hymns. The religious are 
not at thffl great expence, but chufe the richeft merchant in the city, who looks upon 
it as appoint of honour to open his purfe freely upon fuch an occaduon. He that bore 
the charge that year, protefted to us the next day, that he had fpent four thoufand 
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ducats in, bonfir^'^the night before ; but feE iDeattt thus b^g 
over into AfricK as foon as poffible to perform the duty of bur Ififlion, went to Ire 
that merchant, who had a great kindnefs for us, to beg of him that Mfhen a ihip of his 
bound for Africk, was laden and ready to fail, he woul^ be fo charitable a«,|o affign 
us the great cabin to go in, which he readily granted. The veflel being fbtitnd unfit 
for.the voyage, was unloaded, all the iron-work and rigging taken out, and thb Jtimber 
burnt, which he faid coll hini four thoufand ducats, that being the coll of the Itfip* 

To divert us, we went one day to fee fugar-works, which is a great curfofity. 
The engine they ufe is a great wheel, turned violently about by a number of Blacks : 
it turns a prefs of malTy iron, in which the fugar-canes cut in pieces are bruifed, the 
moifture that runs from them falling into a great cahldron over the fire. It is .wonder¬ 
ful tc^ee the Blacks, who are naturally lazy, labour fo hard, and clap the canes fo dex- 
teroully under that mafs of iron, without leaving their hands or arms behind them. 

The fruit in that country, which generally lafts all the year upon|j|ke trees, is very de¬ 
licious, and among the rell the Niceffes, which are like our lemons. They grow pn a 
llalk like an Indian cane, and two of it? leaves would clothe the biggell man. Tbis 
llalk fometimes produces but one bunch, in which there are about fifty Niceffes. To 
ripen them, they mull be cut olTgreen and hung in the air, where they grow yellow in a 
little time. When they are cut through the middle, there appears on both fides the 
exact figure of a crucifix. When the bunch is cut olF, the llalk withers, and another 
foon grows out of the fame root. The banana is much of the fame nature, only the 
Niceffe is three foot high, and the banana twice as much. 

The Ananas are like a pine-apple, about a fpan long, and the plant produces but one. 
The rind being taken off, they look yellow, and the juice of them is like that of a muf- 
cadine grape, but it mull be eaten with moderation, being hot in the third degree. 
There are other forts of fruit, as that called Fruta do Conde, or the Count’s Fruit, 
which grows on a plant as high as an orange-k'ee, of a very pleafant flavour. Mana- 
ques, like our fmall melons, and growing on very large trees. Maracoupias, like a 
great round appje, and yellow without, of which I fent the draughts, as I did (jf feveral 
other curious Ibrts of fruits, to the Sieur Jacques Zanoni, apothecary of Bononia, who 
will make them public in his book of plants now in the prefs. 

As«for European^ fruits, fuch as grapes, pomegranates, melons, figs, gourds, cucum¬ 
bers, oranges, lemons, and citrons, they grow there to a wonder; and thefe lafl are 
like our gourds in Italy, by rcafon of the goodnefs of the radical moifture of the earth. 
So the Portuguefe orange-trees do not only multiply there, but improve very much; 
and the young plants grow up to vaft high trees. Little ottier meat is eaten there but 
beef and fome pullets. Wine is dearer than falFron; for it is brought from the Madei- 
ras, that is, above fix hundred and fifty leagues, and pays above eight piftoles a pipe 
cullom. All the Whites in that country arc either Portuguefe, or dtfeended from 
them, and drink little wine. The commonalty drink all water, which is none of the 
beft. Inftead of bread they eat cakes made of the meal of a root called Manioca. 
In that country there are properly but two feafons; fpring, which is temperate 
enough, but rainy, during which the trees do not lofe their leaves; and fumraer, which 
is very hot and dry, infomuch, that did not the dew make fonm amends, the country 
would be quite' dried and parched up. The town of St. Jfeul, and country about it, 
wfikh lies furtheft up in Brazil, may be called the true Idbber-land, 6v cjmntry of 
pleiafufe. Any ftranger that comes thither, though never fo poQr, .i^,,we||^e, and 
prefontly meets with a wife to his Ijiking, provided he fubmit to the con^tio^, hvhich 
are to think of nothing but eating, drinking, and walking, but particularly of being 
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kted to no worSan. but bis own. If he ^re the Icaft caufe to fufpedl he will make his 
efcape, fhe ceirtail% jpoifons him; but if he agrees well^with her, h6 is cherilhed and 
Wde much oSf eYi^ one ftriving to out-do another in kinraefs. 

Thesurwddth comes out of a river that waters the coimtry, and which is fo rich, that 
it can reKeve the miferableft wretch who implores its affiftance; for they need only take 
the fand of the river, and feparate the gold from it, which abundantly requites their 
trouble, / there being only the fifth part due to the Kipg by way of acknowledgment.' 
Much more curious and extraordinary is reported of that country ; but not having been 
there myfelf, becaufe it lies ia the furtheft part of Brazil, and near to the river of Plate, 

I dare not avouch all for truth, though in reality nothing ought to appear incredible to 
thofe who are well acquainted witlf the extravagant cuftoms and abfurd manners of thofe 
barbarous nations. ^ 

At length, on the ad of November 1667, we fet fail for the kingdom of Con^, and 
were forced, to av(^ contrary tvinds, to run into twenty-nine degrees of fouth latitude, 
even with the Cape of Good Hope, which might better be called the Cape of Death, 
becaufe of the continual fear of death they ate in who come near it. For the fpace of 
eight days we were toffed in a terrible manner ; fometimes lifted up to the clouds, and 
fometimes call down to the deep, either way dreading tt> perilh. At laft the wind fell, 
the waves fettled, and we faw fome bones of cuttle-filh, which the goldfmiths make ufe 
of for calling, float upon'the water, eltecmed a token of fair weather, and of being within 
fixty leagues of the continent, that filh never going far from Ihore. 

In Ihort, next day we faw land, and began to hope well of the fuccefs of our voyage, 
becaufe there are never any florins on that coaft, and Ihips may run alon^ within muf- 
quet-lhot of it, without any danger of fands. Our boat being out for Tcveral days, 
founding to difeover fome rocks that lie under-water along the lliore; we filhed as we 
went, and always brought aboard a great deal of filh. Among the reft we caught one 
that weighed about fifteen or fixteen pctinds, which the captain faid he would treat us 
with. The colour of it was red, the head large and round, the eyes fparkling like 
fire, the noftriis flat ’^pon the forehead, the fins beating, the fcales juftling together, 
the whole body tofling and puffing in a hideous manner. The captain knowing it to 
be one of the moll delicious fifties in thofe feas, would drefs it for us himfelf, making a 
fort of white fauce with fugar, fpice, and juice of oranges and lemons; fo that ibbeing 
all like a dilh of curds, we eat it with fpoons, and could not diftinguilh whether the 
fauce made the filh good, or the fifli mended the fauce. 

I had a great mind to go alhore, but the mailer would not fufter.it, alfuring me 
there were Blacks along that coaft that eat man’s flelh. We difeovered two of them, 
who, as foon as they faw us, ran away far enough, which made the mailer put off 
from ihore, for fear thofe Blacks were gone to call fome magician to fink our boat and 
feize us. Some days after, the mailer went out of the •boat aftjore to comply with fottie 
corporal necelfity; but as foon as he got behind a little rock, he ran back to the water 
out of breath, calling out to us to come to his alfiftance, as we did with all poflible 
fpe^. The caufe of his fright was, that behind fhe rock he faw a fire lighted, near to 
which there was a firing of filhes a drying, a certain token that fome Blacks lived near, 
which fo terrified him,t that, forgetting the need he was in, he had no occafion for three 
days after. • 

When we*had paffed that coaft, whidh is hideous to look to by reafon of a long ridge 
of barrenfttbuiftains, about the latitude of fourteen degrees we difeovered fome green 
trees and a pleafanter ihore, in which there were good ports made by nature, capable 
of containing two or three thot^d Ihips. Upon Chriltmas.«ye pre touche at Bengueia, 
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capital of the kingdom of the feme name, whereihefe is a Pojrtnguefe governor and gir- 
rifon; and we i^nd about two hundr^ white mhabitants, and abimdance of Blacks^ 
Thehoufesare built with mud and ftraw, the church and fort bdngmade of no better 

materials. „ >; 

Abundance of fmali boats came aboard us, each carrying two black fiihermen, who 
came to exchange fifh with the feamen for Brazil roll-tobacco. i 

The fether-fuperiorand I wept alhorh, where I preached the firft time in Portiiguefe. 
The temper of that climate is fq bad that it gives the food the country produces fo per¬ 
nicious a quality, that thofe who eat of it at their firft coming certainly die, or at leaft 
contraft fome dangerous diftemper; which is the reafon that paffengers take care not to 
go jShore, nor to drink the water, which looks like lyfe. This made us unwilling to accept 
of th^dinner the governor invited us to, though he affured us there Ihould be none of the 
couniy-provifions, and we fhould drink wine brought by fea; which he performed, 
giv in g us a treat altogether after the falhion of Europe. After which he further ex- 
preffed his kindnefs, fending very good European fruit aboard after us, with a whole 
beef flayed, but little, and without horns, very well taftetl, as is ill- the meat of te 
country, whereof there is great plenty and very cheap. 

Any body that fees the Whites who live in that country may eafily difcern how little 
that air agrees with them; they look as if they were dug out of their graves; their 
voices are broken, and they hold their breath in a manner bhttveen their teeth, which 
made me, in the molt obliging manner I could, refufe the governor’s requeft, who, 
wanting priefts, would have kept me there fome time to adminifter the holy myfteries. 
The courts at Lilbon, as a punifhment for fome heinous crime, often banilh criminals 
to Angola ahd Benguela, looking upon thofe countries as the molt wretched and infec¬ 
tious of any the Portuguefe poflfefs; therefore the Whites there are the moft deceitful and 
wickedeft of men. 

Having taken leaye of the governor, we went aboard again, and proceeded on our 
voyage, which we ended happily before the wind, arriving on Twelnh-day at the port 
of Loanda, whiqh is thefineft andlargeft i ever few. My companion and I landed, and 
were received by an infinite number of Whites and Blacks, who ftrove to outdo one 
another in expreffing their joy for our arrival, killing our habits, and embracing us. 
Attended by this croud, we proceeded to our hofpitium or houfe for our reception, in 
the church whereof we found above three hundred perfons, with the chief men of the 
town, who came out to meet us. Having adored the bleffed facrament, and returned 
thanks to God for our profperous voyage, we went into the convent, where we found 
three Fathers, an old lay-man threefcore and ten years of g^e, an under-guardian of 
Congo recovering after a fit of ficknefs, and one of Angola m a fever. We were in¬ 
formed, to our gr«it regret, ♦^hat two religious men of our company, who came away 
a little before us from G^noa, died both of them as foon as they arrived, one at Loanda, 
and the other at MelTangrana not far off. Thofe Fathers who were of a vigorous con- 
ftitution, now enjoy the reward of their pious intention, which they had not the power 
to put in execution, being prevented by death. Soon after the fub-guardian of Congo 
intended to fet out and conduft me and my companion to the county of Songo, and 
thence to the county of Bamba, there to be expofed to all thofe fatigues for which we 
had prepared o\irfelves. The county of Bamba is no lefe in extent than the kingdoms 
■of Naples and Sicily together. 

•Loanda is an ifland and town of the fame name, bring the capital of' coun- 

tnes the Portuguefe poffefs in thofe vaft regions of the Bkc^. 'fhe Diltch^cd made 
themfelves mafters of it, but the I^rtuguefe with much bravery beat them out. There 

2 is 
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is a good nunSber of Jefiiifts, who are allotted by the Kmg of Porttjgal a penfion of two 
ihouWd Crulato^ a year, that is a66l. 13s. ifd. T^ey lu^ preach» and 

perform other^hwiSadns for the falvation of fouls. To requite their labours, the pwple 
of that country have given them the property of feveral houfes, and of twelve thoufand 
flaves^ fundry trades, as fmiths, joiners, turners, and ftone-cutters, who, when they 
have no employment at home, ferve the public, and bring their mafters in a Crufado 
a day. We alfo found Carmelites there, and fome of the third order of St. Francis^ 
all of them religious men, of a very exemplary life. 

The city Loanda is large and beautiful enough. The houfes of the Whites are of 
lime and ftone, and covered with tiles; thofe of the Blacks are of mud and ftraw. 
One part of the city ftretches to fhe brink of the fea, and the other rifes up to die top 
of the hill. There are about three thoulimd Whites, and a prodigious multiijude of 
Blacks, whofe number is not known; they ferve as flaves to the Whites, Ibme of 
whom have fifty, - fome a hundred, two or three hundred, and even to three thoufand. 
He who has moil is rfcheft, for they being all of fome calling, when their mafters have 
no ufe for them, they go work with any tha-t wants them, and befides, faving their maf¬ 
ters their diet, they bring home their earnings. 

The Whites when they go about the town, are fcllowed by two Blacks, with an 
hammock of net-work, which is the conveniency ufed for carrying of people even when 
they travel. Another Black walks by his maft^r’s fide, holding a Arge umbrella over 
him to keep off the fun, which is violently hot. When any two that have bufinefs, 
meet, they join their umbrellas, and walk fide by fide in the fliade. When the white 
women go abroad, which is very feldom, they are carried in a covered net, as is ufed 
in Brazil, with attendance of flaves. The flaves, both men and womeh, ^eel when 
they fpeak to their mafter. 

At Loanda they eat abundance of fifli, cow-beef, which is the beft fort of flelh, goat 
and mutton. Each of the laft may lie faid to have five quarters, the tail bang the 
biggeft of them; but it is not wholefome becaufe of its great famefs, nor indeed 
is any flefh in mat country. Inftead of bread they ufe the root of M^joza, as they do 
at Brazil, and Indian wheat, of which they make little cakes, and other things of pafte, 
which yet are not fo good as bread. The water they drink is very bad; it is brought 
from a neighbouring illand, where they dig a trench even with the . fea, and the water 
freflies as it drains through the fand, but not thoroughly. Elfe they go for it to arriver 
twelve or fourteen miles from Loanda, and load their canoes, which are boats made 
of one piece of timber. The canoes have a hole at the bottom, which they open when 
they are in the river, anji ftdp it up when the canoe is full enough. When they come 
home, they ftrain it from the dirt, and let it ftand fome days to fettle. Wine brought 
from Europe is fold for fixty Mil Reys the pipe, that is twenty pounds fterling; when, 
there is a fcarcity it rifes to one hundred Mil Reys a»pipe, and fometimes there is none 
at all to be had. 

Thjsre is but little money paffes in that.country; but inftead of it they buy and fell 
with Maccutes, Birames, and Indian pieces, or Muleches. The Maccutes are pieces 
of cloth made of ftraw a yard long, ten of which are worth one hundred Reys. The 
Birames are pieces of coarfe cotton cloth made in the Indies, five ells long, and coft 
two hundred Reys the piece. The Indian pieces, or Muleches, afe young Blacks 
about ttyeaty years of age, worth twenty Mil Reys each. If they are younger, they 
are people who have judgment in them. Young women are of the fame 

value sfi men. " Befides thefe there are fhells they call Zimbi which come from Congo, 
for which all things sure to be bought as if they money } two thoufand of them 

are 
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are worth a Maccute. The people of Congo value tKefe Ihells, though they are ot no 
ufe to them, but' only to trade with other Africans who adore tjie fea, and ciSl thefe 
Ihells which their country does not afford, God’s children; for v^^r^pn they look 
upon them as a treafure, and take them in exchange for ,any fort ^f goods ihey have. 
Among them he is the richeft and happieft who has moft of them. „ 

The inhabitants of Loanda courted us to flay with them for a year at leafl;;i to ufe 
‘ourfelves to the air and provifions, before we ventured further into thofe defarts and 
unhealthy countries of Bamba, where our lives would be in danger.. We anfwered, 
it would be a happy exchange to meet with death that would purchafe us true life, spid 
to lofe our bodies to find fo many fouls, for whofe falvation providence had brought us 
thither. • ‘ . 


All that follows to the end is writ by F. Denis Carli ; 

ir 

WE fet out both of us for our miffion of Bamba, where a great duke fubjeft to the 
King of Congo jrefided; for in that kingdom there are five provinces. The firft is that 
of St. Salvador, or St. Saviour, where the King of Congo, whofe name is D. Alvaro, 
refides. It takes name of the capital city called St. Salvador, which is beft feated, and 
in the wholefomeft air in the kingdom, built upon a hill. In it there are fcarce any 
flies or gnats,' fleas or bugs, as there are in the reft of the kingdom; but it is not free 
from ants, which are very troublefome. The King’s palace is almoft a league in com- 
pals. Formerly it was the only houfe that was boarded, but the Portuguefe who have 
fettled there have put the great men in the way of adorning and furnifhing their houfes. 
The cathedral is built with ftone like thofe of our Lady, St. Peter and St. Anthony of 
Padua, in which ,are the tombs of the Kings of Congo. That of the Jefuits dedicated 
to St. Ignatius is not the meaneft. Our Lady of Victory is made of mud, but whitened 
both within and without; it was given to the Capuchins by King Alphonfo the Third. 
The fe«ond province is that of Bamba, where the great duke called D. Theodofio rules. 
The* third that of Sondi, where there is another duke. The fourth that of Pemba, 
where a marquis refides ; and the fifth that of Songo, in which there is a count who 
has not owned the King of Congo for fome years; he refides in the town of Songo, a 
league from the river Zaire. 

Having provided all things necelTary, F. Michael Angelo and I went on board, and 
coafting along the continent, m two days came to Dante, on the frontiers of the king¬ 
dom of Angdo, where tl\e Portuguefe have a fort. We went to wait upon the gover-. 
nor, and fliewed him the letters we brought from the lords of the council of Loanda, 
who then governed the kingdom, the viceroy that was expefted not being yet come j 
they were letters of recommendation for him to help us to Blacks to carry us and our 
goods. Durmg two days we ftayed there, the governor fent out a fifliirig, and failed 
the fifh for us; and among other forts there were foies and pilchards above a fp^ long. 
Our provifion bding ready, and thirty Blacks appointed to carry us and our equipage, 
hammocks were provided for us; the gentlemen of that city giving us to ti|to|ftand, 
that*% was impoffible for us to go afoot, being clad and equipped as we that 

there being no other remedy, we ct^pUed wiSi the cuftom of the country. ' *• 



voyage, to COIiflO BY AHGELO AIW) CABLl. 159 

W#fetout, and thwe befog no great Kjads countries, but only paths, 

were forced tq go i!| file. Some Blacks went before us wkh thear burdens, next 
F. Michelfollowed by fome Blacks; then canje I carried in my net, 
which to foe ifeeiri^ an ea|y fort of carriage; and after me followed the reft of the 
Black3,;5>to relieve thofe that carry when they are weary. It is wonderful to fee how 
foft thiiy, go though loaded. They were armed with bows and arrows, and were to, 
carry us to one of their towns, which in their language they call Libattes, as we (hall 
always call them, in this relation. There we were to provide other carriers. 

The lord or governor of the Libatte, whom in their language they call the Macolonte, 
came immediately to vifit us, and alligned us two of the beft cottages in the place ; for 
throughout all the kingdom there never a Hone houfe, but only of ftraw and ftubble; 
and the fineft are of mud walls, and thatched, moft of them without windows, the door 
fefving for a window. We muft except the city of St. Salvador, as was faid before. 

The Macolonte was clad after this manner: he only wore a clout of the bignefs 
of a handkerchief made of palm-tree leaves, for decency-fake, to cover that which 
modefty requires fhould be covered, and a'*cloak of European cloth reaching down 
to the ground; it was blue, a colour much efteemed among them; the reft of 
his body was naked. The Blacks that attended th^ Macolonte, and who were his 
officers, had only one of thofe handkerchiefs, which they fend to be dyed blue at 
Loanda: the reft of the 'people had only leaves of trees, and monkeys^ Ikins; and thofe 
who live in the open country, and lie under the trees, whether men or women, wear 
nothing at all, but go quite naked without any fenfe of fliame. 

This firft Libatte was pretty large, confifting of about a hundred cottages, feparate 
from one another, and without any order: it may be faid they do not live in them in 
the day-time, for the men go abroad a walking, to take their diverfion, to converfe 
together, and to play upon certain inftruments, which are wretched and ridiculous 
enough, till night, being altogether ftrangers to melancholy. The women, on the 
other fide, go out in the morning to till the ground, carry a bafket at their backs, into 
which they piit a blm.k earthen-pot, which they call Quioufou, and one of their 
children, carrying the youngeft in their arms, who takes the breaft without the mother’s 
help. They lead one by the hand, and very often carry another in their belly, for 
thefe people are fruitful and incontinent. The reft of the children, if there be’more, 
follow the mother; but when they are grown fomewhat big, they let them go where 
they will, without taking any more care of them than if they were not their children. 

We prefented the Macolonte with a firing of beads of Venice glafs, which they call 
Miffanga, and hang about their neck, having no pocket or other place to keep it. 
The Macolonte having received and returned his cotnpliments, fends a Black all about 
the Libatte, to order the inhabitants to bring their children to be baptized ; the yoiath 
being ahnoft all baptized before, we having had that irfiffion thirty yeafs. They acqtt^Ut 
them that a Capuchin is come, whom in their language they call Gramga, adding, by 
way of refpeO:, the word Fomet, which is as much as father or mailer. As foon as 
they hear of our coming, they all flock in, bringing their children, and by way of alrns 
two of. their handkerchiefs of palm-tree leaves, or elfe three thoufand five hundred little 
flrells, which, as has Jbeen faid, is the money of the country, called by them Zimbi; 
or elfe a Pullet, for a quantity of them was once carried thither, but the wars have 
almoft v^hoyed theip. They alfo bring a little fait upon a leaf to blefs the water, and 
give oni^^'^ pr^ents above-mentioned for baptinfog their children, and if they have 
nothing to ^ve, they are chriftened for God’s fakj^ In this plaoetwe baptized thirty, 
each Tof us fifteen, to our great fatisfaflion, they bei^ the firft we lad made Chriftians. 

I fpoke 
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I fpoke to the Macolonte to prepare things to fay mafs next day; and immediately he 
fent our feveral Blacks to cut wood, and palm-tree leaves, wherewith they erected a 
little green chapel, as was the altar, I having given them the height and breadth ; and 
then we fumiflied it, all the miffioners carrying a cheft along with them, containing 
all things neceflai-y for the holy facrifice. Whilft my companion faid mafs, the Maco- 
.lonte fent notice to other Blacks that were at a fmall diftance from thence, who came 
time enough to hear the fecond mafs: after which we baptized ten children of that 
neighbouring Libatte, There was a great number of people preferit, the cfiapel having 
been ereded on a rifing ground, to the end they might at leaft fee, if they could not 
hear the mafs. Next we catechifed, dividing the people into two parts, and explaining 
what we faid to them by the help of an interpreter, ' 

That done, they fell a playing upon feveral inllruments, 'a dancmg, and Ihouting fo 
loud, that they might be heai-d half a league ofi'. 1 will deferibe but one of their in- 
ftruments, which is the moft ingenious and agreeable of them all, and the chief of thofe 
in ufe among them. They take a piece of a flake, which they tie and bend like a 
bow, and bind to it fifteen long, dry, ancF empty gourds, or calabafhes of feveral fizes, 
to found feveral notes, with a hole at top, and a lelfer hole four fingers lower, and flop 
it up half-way, covering alfo thht at the top with a little thin bit of board, fomewhat 
lifted above the hole. Then they take a cord made of the bark of a tree, and faftening 
it to both ends of the inftrument, hang it about their neck. To play upon it they uife 
two fticks, the ends whereof are covered with a bit of rag, with which they ftrike 
upon thofe little boards, and fo make the gourds gather wind, which in fome manner 
rrfembles the found of an organ, and makes a pretty agreeable harmony, efpecially 
when three or four of them play together. 

They beat their drums virith open hand, and they are made after this manner; they 
cut the trunk of a tree three quarters of an ell long or more; for when they hang them 
about their necks, they reach down almoft to «the ground : they hollow it within, and 
cover it top and bottom with the fkin of a tyger, or fome other bead, which makes a 
hideous noife when they beat it after this manner. 

The gentlemen,'or gentlemen’s fons carry in their hands two iron bells, fuch as the 
:attle among us wear, and ftrike fometimes the one, fometimes the other, with a flick; 
which‘is feldom feen among them, this inftrument being only carried by the fons of 
great men, who are not very numerous amting them. 

We preparing to be gone, our Macolonte made a fign for his Blacks to Hand ftill, 
ind be filent, which was done in a moment, and they had need enough of it, being 
ill in a fweat. Having given them our blelling, we fet* out, and <hey began afrelh to 
play, dance, and hollow, fo that we could hear them two miles off, not without fur- 
prife and fatisfaftidh, it being a confort of fo many curious, and to us ftrange in- 
ilruments. < " 

By the way we faw feveral forts of creatures, particularly little monkeys, and abund¬ 
ance of apes of divers colours, who all fled to the tops of the higheft trees. We dif- 
^vered two Pacaffes, beafts fomewhat like buffaloes, that roar like lions: the male 
and female go always together; they are white, with black and red fpots; have ears 
half an ell long, and their horns ftraight: when they fee any body, they ndther run 
away, nor do any harm, but look upon fuch as pafs by. We faw another bead with 
black and yellow hair upon a mountain; the interpreter told us it was a leopard, but 
it was far enough from us. There is alfo in thofe parts a bead fhaped and as 
ftrong as a muiei^ but its hair is diftinguifhed by white, black, and yellow flreaks, 

which 
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which go round the body from the backbone under the belly, which is very beautiful, 
and looks as if it were done by art, it is called Zebra. 

Going on our journey we came, before we were aware of it, upon a beafl that lay 
afleep, and was waked by the fhouting of the Blacks as they travel; it roil;, took a 
great leap, and fled; the body was like that of a wolf, whereof there are abundaiict;, 
but its head was like a bullock, which is difproportionable and frightful to behold : 1 
aiked what beafl it was, and they aflured me it mult be fomc moiifler. There wctl- 
abundance of like our goats, which run away, and then Haiti for one another ; 

and a multitude of wild hcQs, bigger than the tame, which tafle like a hare. 

Nothing extraordinary happened to us at the focond Libaite, and^wc did there as we 
had done at the firft. C)ne night, when w'e were got into one of thofe Libatfes, they fliut 
the door, which was made of dried thorns; all the enclofuro, like the walls of our 
towns, being hedges of thorn as high as a pike. Cottages were alligaed us to pafs the 
night; but the heat being exceflivc, 1 choofe rather to lie in ihe open air in my 
hammock, faflening one end of it to the top of the cottage, and the other to tw'o poles 
fet tip acrofs one another; F. Michael Angelo did fo too. About midnight came 
three lions, roaring that they made the earth fliake, which w'akcd me thoroughly ; and 
had it not been for the thorny hedge, F. Denis liad never feen Italy again. 1 lifted 
up luy head to try whether by the rnoon-light I could difeern one of them, but the 
hedge was fo dole .utd full of leaves, that I could perceive nothing, though I was 
fenfible they were not far from it. I was almoH refolved to go back into the cottage, 
but thinking it impoHible they Ihould leap fuch high hedges, 1 lay quiet till day, not 
without panting for fear now and then. Day being come, 1 went to alk F. Michael 
^\ngelo, w ho was in a cottage hard by, whether he had heard the lion!; in the night; 
to which he anfw'ered, he never liept better, bccaufc the night was frefli, and had 
heard nothing. “ You are happy,” faid I, “ for if they had broken in, you had 
gone to heaven without knowing w'hidi way.” He replied, “ That God’s providence 
always watches over his eled, and'that it was not his will that they Ihould be expofed 
to the ernehy of thof" mercilefs beafls.” 

After baptizing feveral children, we fet out, and having travelled till noon, the 
Blacks told us we muH Hay and rcH, there being a river of good water hard by. Being 
fet dow'n, we got into the fltade under fome trees, there to make ready oub dinner. 
Some of our men went to gather buck-w'heat, others to bring wood to make fire. 
F. Michael Angelo would have made ule of his Heel to light; but a Black who was 
cooH, laid, “ I'ather, wc have no need of that;” and taking a piece of wood about two 
fingers thick, witJi maijy holes in it which did not go quite through, then taking 
another little Hick about the thicknefs of one’s finger, and putting it into one of thofe 
holes turned, rubbed the tw'o Hicks haltily one againll anotherj||:ith both hands, and, 
the little one took fire, w’hich is their w'ay of lighting it. I'he others who came loaded 
with buck-wheat, fhook it out of the ear, and put it into four pots to make broth, and 
boiled Bat'ataes, which arc tolerably good roots. 

WhilH every one was bufy about the cookery, on a fudden we difeovered an ele¬ 
phant, not much lefs than a cart loaden with hay in I,ombardy, his head hanging a 
little, one of his tenth being already dropt: all the Blacks got up haftily, and laying 
hold of their bows, began to let fly arrows at him with their ufual'cries ; but one of 
them, more cunning than the relt, took a firebrand, and ran to fet fire to a neighbour¬ 
ing thatched cottage: the elephant feeing tliat great flame, prefently fled with •three 
arrcfws in his body. The fire of the cottage being fpread by the wind, laid hold of 
the next herbage, which being dried up with the exceflfive heat of the fun, and very 
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high, burnt lb that the conflagration fpread for above a league, confuining the grafs, 
trees, and all that it met with ; fo that all the beads thereabouts being frighted, we 
could continue our journey to the next Libatte in all manner of fafety, though now 
and then my fancy reprefented to me that terrible bead which frighted us. 

Another day being upon our journey, we faw a great ferpent draw near to us j it 
was without any hyperbole twenty-five foot long, which I fhould not be fo ready to 
fiflert, had 1 not feen and meafured the Ikin of fuch another, nothing inferior to it, 
which was prefented to F. Michael Angelo, and which he fent with forae other curiofi- 
ties to bis father. This creature had a head as big as a calf, and what frightened us 
more was, that it (;ame along the fame path we were upon. The Blacks, according to 
cuftom, gav.e a great fliout, and ftriking out of th(* way, made us go up a riling 
ground to give it time, either to go back or move forwards. 1 obferved, that in going 
on it made as much herbage fliake, as if there had been twenty people. We waili-il 
above an hour for it to pafs, after which we came down and went on our way. 
F. Michael fold me in Italian, that he might not lie underdood ; “ I thought being fo 
many of us we w'ere fafe, but I perceive tht^fe Blacks are more learful than we.” To 
which 1 anfwered, “ We w'ere to expetd no farther allidance from them but what their 
heels could afford us, carrying u 4 the bed they could, and ratlu-r Hying from enemies 
than attacking them.” And to fay the truth, we often wiflied we had brought a gun 
along with us, which would have been very ufcful, being often at fuch a nonplus and 
in fo great danger, that without God’s fpecia! allidance we could never have come ofi', 
being forced throughout the journey, either to ily, or to fire the herbage to fecure 
ourfelves from wild beads. 

One Jay as We drew near a river, where we were told there was never a Libatte, but 
only two thatched houfes to entertaiu and lodge the Blacks iliat go lioni Loanda to 
St. Salvador, the capital of the kingdom, being come within light of the river, we 
difeovered a number of cottages, and heard a great noife of people founding trumpets, 
and playing on drums, fifes, and other indriuucnts.‘ 'I'he Blacks halting a little, laid, 
“ Perhaps that might be the great duke, lord of the provincebut coming up we per¬ 
ceived they were all new cottages, cncompalTed with a thick hedge of thorn, to fecure 
them againd the wild beads that come to drink at the rivers. We alked a Black what 
there was in that place, and he told us, there was the brother of the captain-major of 
Dante, of whom mention has been made before. ’I’hat gentleman hearing of our 
approach, fent four Mulaitoes, with mufquets, to meet us. Mulatioes arc the chi|^drtn 
of a White and a Black : with them came many BLcks, with files and trumpets. * We 
went to wait upon that gentleman, who received us with much coiivtcly, and told us, 
that every evening wherefoever night came upon him, he caulkl fuch a village to be 
built, enclofed with rns. 

That worthy gentleman Ihew'cd us abundance of refpedl, and treated us with pullets 
and fruit of the country. We would have llaid there till he was gone, !jii cial!y bc- 
caufe there was no Libatte on ilic other lide of the river ; but he laid it was belter we 
Ihould crofs whild he was preleiit, becaufe there were fevcral Jilacks well acquainted 
with thofe parts, who would take care we Ihould receive no harm. IK- bore us com¬ 
pany to the river, with all the indruments, and there w'as fuch a‘uuiltitude of people 
with him, that a loan would have thought it had been the King of ifTtihio]Ma, there 
being above eighteen hundred men, bclides women and children, which waisllie reafon 
we had been iorced to day two days at Dante, where we found not men rnough to 
bear us company. He had fo much patience as to fee us carried over and out ol 
dat gerj and having falutcd him, he returned to his cottage, where he caufed his 

people' 



VOVAGK TO CONGO BY ANGULO AND CAUH. 
»• 


163 

people to make ready to march, which we had the pleafure to fee. Among the reft 
we had twenty-four Mulattoes, who are bold, daring, and undaunted fellows in all 
dangers; they were armed with mufquets and feymitars} the Blacks had bows and 
arrows, and half-pikes: the inltrumenfs founded, and the cries were redoubled at their 
departure, which made us admire to fee v/ith what ftate and attendance great men 
travel in thofe parts. 

We went from the river, and the fun being very low, had fcarce travelled half n 
mile when we {topped at the two cottages, but perceived we fliould not be very fafe 
there from wild bcafts, bccaufe there were no thorny hedges, only four trees where 
watch might be kept, and where we might reft that night, there being little huts on 
the tops of them. The Blacks .told us we might go into one of the cottages, and 
that fome of them would Itand fentinel all night upon the trees, and the reft would go 
into the other hut. F. Michael Angelo fuid we {hould be fafer if we got up the trees j 
but the Blacks affured us we could not lleep there, telling us we need not take care, 
for they would watch all night in their turns. We went into the bed! cottage, and 
caufed fome ftraw to be brought to lie on, , js we did, after eating of what the black 
gentleman had charitably beftowed on us, and giving thanks to God for having brought 
us fal'e fo far. After making the {ign of the crofs, wij gave ourfelves up to fleep. 

About midnight we were difturbed by a lion and file tiger, that came fporting 
together towards our huts; and perceiving their roaring draw nearer and nearer, I 
alked my companion, whether he; had heard the lion; “ Too much of it,” faid he, 
“ and it would not bt; amifs, whatfoever may happen, that we {liould hear one another’s 
confeilions.” Having done lb, we looked through the crevices of tlie cottage, whe¬ 
ther \vc could perceive them by the light of the moon : it was eafy to ice them, they 
not being a Hone’s throw off; and any body may believe it was not without fome heart- 
aching that we iileiitly expc£ted how God would be pleafed to difpofe of us. We 
heard the Blacks mi the trees, and thqfc in the other cottage talk together; and foon 
after they lighted fire, which made thofe beads fly towards die river. Thus were we 
again deliverert from tiial danger, through the mercy of God, to whom we had heartily 
recommended ouifelves. * 

The next d;'y, having travelled half our journey to the next Libatte, we heard a 
great noife (d people, and drawing near them, found they were Blacks carrying a 
Portuguefe to be canon of St. Saviour, where the cathedral of all the country is. 
Having viewed him, and remembering we had fecn one another at Loanda, where he 
came every day to lay mafs in our church, we expreffed the great fatisfaftion we 
received in meeting,lu fortunatelv, and o avellcd together the remaining part of the day. 
We alked him how he co’uld leave fo line a city as Idlbon, his native country, to come 
into thofe wretched and defert countries. I’o which he anfw^ed, he had a good 
penlion allowed him of fifty Mil Reys a year, which js about fevemeen pounds llerling. ' 
“ I would not undertake fuch a talk,” laid I to him, for a fhoufand millions of gold.” 

“ What do you come to do here, then ?” quoth he. “ It is for the love of God and 
our neighbour,” replietl we, “ that we left Italy; and we lliall think all our care and 
fatigues fufficiently rewarded, if but one foul purchafes heaven through our means.” 
Difcourling in this njanner, we came to the Libatte, where we found but few people, 
which troubled us, bccaufe there were not Blacks enough to convay us all; which 
made us dvfire the'canon to go befor^S and we w'ould Hay til) his carriers came back, 
but we could never prevail with him, though it had proved better for him, fcir he 
died .a few days after at Bombi, w'hence we were gone before he canid, and where 
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we might have comforted and done the laft duties towards him, if he were part tlic 
others. 

Bombi is a very great Libatte, where there refides a marquis, fobjeft to the great 
duke of *Bamba, iis he is to tlie King of Congo. 'J’herc we found a fon of the mar¬ 
quis, who fpoke Portugucl’e, and offered to go along and be our interpreter, not only 
on our journey, but during our Hay at Bamba, which we accepted of, with the 
Lonfent of his lather, the marquis. When the fun w'as up, we fet out better pleafed 
than before, becaufe w'e had that youth of twenty-live years of age with us, who 
expreffed himl'ell well in Porluguefe; yet we fuffered nevorthelefs for' that, for when 
we leaft thought of it, we perceived at a diftance a great *firc the Blacks had lighted 
among the herbage, which, running on before the wind, drove all the wild bealts to¬ 
wards us: ourmenfaid, “Fathers, we muff fliun the fury of thefe beafts, for perhaps 
there arc lions and tigers among them, the bell way is to climb the trees.” Hearing 
this, and being fcnhble there was no other remedy, we opened one of our trunks, 
and took out a ladder of ropes, made in Brazil; then we made a Black get up a tree 
to faften it, after which, my companion aittl I, and tlie marquis’s fon w'ent up, drawing 
up the ladder after us, all the reft getting up other trees. And in truth we were 
in the right not to lofe time, for that troop of wild beafts was with us immediately, 
and their number was fo great, that as many as we were, we fliould all of us have 
fcarce made one <good meal for them, d'here were tigers, Jions, wolves, pocaffes, 
and rhinocerofes, which have a horn over their nofe, and feveral other forts of crea¬ 
tures, who, as they pafl'ed by, lifted up their heads and looked at us. Our Blacks, 
who had arrows for the mod part poifoned with juice of herbs, wounded fome of them, 
but that did not make them run fo much as the lire they felt drawing near. This 
danger being part, we came dowm, and went on our way, giving thanks to God for 
having delivered us from fuch danger of death. 

The next day we came to a Libatte, w'here vv^ fountl but very few jx'ople ; they told 
us they were gone to the war with the duke of Bamba againll the count of Songo, who 
had been long revolted againft the King of Congo; that after fome were deftroyed on 
both fides, the reft concluded a truce, and fome time alter took up arms again. 

There being but few men in that place, we rcfolved to part, that fo one might ex¬ 
pend th^ return of thofe that carried him who went firft. F. Michael Angelo oftered 
to go before, our refidcnce at Bamba not being far oft', and fend me twenty men from 
thence to carry me and our burden which was to remain behind. 1 ftaid fix days with 
the marquifs’s fon, both of us living upon kidney-beans, w hich in their language they 
call Cazacaza, and the young man gathered them every day , but perceiving that food 
of kidney-beans did not nourilh me, and that I could fcarce ftahd upon my legs through 
weaknefs, I began to firing beads, furing upon a little ftraw at the door of iny cottage, 
w hich the Blacks obferving, who ,wcre moft of them good old men, they flocked about 
me, admiring thofe beads' with filk taffels, to which the medal was faftened, and 
earneftly entreated me to give them a pair of beads for the Macolonte. I told them 1 
would, provided they gave me a pullet, having feen a great many about the Libatte, 
which they did. Neceflity obliged me to do fo, there being never a child to baptife 
there, and they being little acquainted with giving alms fpr God’s fake. In fliort, 
with the help of the beads, I lived the bell I could. 

At lall the Blacks my companions lent me came; and being on our way npt far from 
the Libatte where we were to lie that night, we were furprifod to meet a lion lb wounded 
that he could fcarce go, and left a traft of blood wherefoever he went. I’he Blacks 
in a fright fet down their burdens and me fo haftily, that 1 had much ado to get loofe 
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out of my net; they laid hold of their bows, and one of them taking the two fticks, as 
I defcribcd them before, lighted fire, and pur it to the hej-bage, which immediately 
flamed, it being then almolt dry, very tall and thick, becaufe it was the month of 
March, contrary to what is ufual in our European countries; the flames rifing, and 
the Blacks continuing their cries, the lion who was coming towards us in a fury, turned 
about and took another w'ay. We came to the laui.tte an hour before night, but it 
had no enclolure of thorns like the rell, and went to the great place in it, where we * 
found all the people gathered about a wounded man ; 1 came down from my hammock, 
and allied what ihe matter w,;.s; they told me it was the Macolonte w'ho Itad fought a 
lion. They made way for me, and drawing near, I faluted liira, telling inm he was 
ill the wrong itx not making a 'horn hedge about the Libatte as was abfut others. 

“ Father,” laid he, “ as king as I live there will be no need of a hedge, when I am 
dead they may ilo as they think lit.” His wound was but flight, and I delirci! him to 
tell me tunv he had fenced with the lion. “ Father,” laid he, “ as 1 was (landing here, 
talking wijU! u'y people, a hungry lion led by the feent of man’s flefli, came upon us 
fo unexpededly, without roaring as is ufual,‘that my people, who were all difarmed, 
had I'carce titne to make their ticape; I, who am not ulbd to run away, clapped one 
knee and one hand on the ground, and holding up itiy knife with the other, (truck 
him with all niv force in the belly ; he finding himfelf wounded, roared, and came 
upon me li' fnriouily, tiiAt he wounded himfelf again in the throat, bufat the fame time 
with his fttlon he tore a piece of (kin oft' my fide j liowever, my people returning with 
their weapons, the lion, wounded in two places, ran away I'wiftly, loifing much blood.” 
That was the lion which we met, certainly in a bad condition, being wounded with a 
knife made after the manner of a Genoefe bayonet, guided by the hand'of fo brave a 
man as the Macolonte. 

1 w as farther informed by him, that the great duke of Baniba, who had fought with 
the count of Songo, was made the King’s gencralilTimo. At this time they brought 
me a handfonie young black woman (lark naked to be baptized. Being obliged to 
caiechifc hi'r, ! caufed her to be covered with fome lcavc.s, and reproved her for deferr¬ 
ing to he baptized fo long, it being a long time fince the kingdom had received the 
faith of.iei'us Chrirt. She anfwerod, that (he lived in the open country, as many others 
do, who lie under trees; and that (lie had but then heard of the coming of the(Gapu- 
chins. I laving inllrubled her in the principles of Chriftianity, and it being St. Joachim’s 
day, I called her Anne. I'he ceremonies of baptifm being performed, all the Blacks 
of the Libatte, men, women, and young lads, whom they call Muleches, made a ring, 
and took her in the midft .of them, dancing, playing on their inltiuincnfs, ;ind crying, 

“ Long live Anne, long live Anne,” with fuch a noife and hubbub, that 1 was quite 
dunned and befide myfelf. F. Michael i\ngelo having gone before me, there were no 
tdiildrcn to baptize. I only baptized fome of the country, w'ho will not draw into the 
Libattes, that they may be more at liberty, tliough it be not wthout danger. 

Next morning 1 continued my journey towards Bamba, and being forced to alight in 
a great valley, bccaufe the way was bad, 1 got nut of the net, and walked about half 
a league in a (lony way, a very rare thing in that country, where till then I had not 
feen one (lone. 'Fhe Blacks who were bare-footed fuffered much, and I was not with¬ 
out fatigue, the heat being cxceflTive, and the path narrow; befides, the grafs which 
was high and thick beat againlt my leg.% which flayed them, and they were fore for two 
months after. My companion had fared no better, for 1 found his legs fwathed. 

Through the midfl of the valley there ran a river, narrow, but very deep. 'Fhe 
Blacks founded the ford to carry us over where there was lead water, which was four 
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^'oot deep. We lay in our hammocks, and two of the luftieft carriervS held the flrafT 
over their heads, not without danger of falling together into the water ; but they ojily 
laughed at it, and Ihippcd to bathe themfelves. We took notice of abundance of very 
beautiful birds of fc vcral colours, green, red, yellow, and foine which I thought the 
fmeft with white leathers and black fillets, looking like the fcales of fifli j their tail, 
eyes, beak, and fee: of the colour of fire. Thefe are Ethiopian parrots, which talk 
' like thofe of America, and are rarely brought into Europe, but fcarceever into Italy. 

Being very near liamba, I heard a bell, which they told me belonged to our con¬ 
vent, feated on a hiil. V. Michael Angelo had made it rjiig to mafs, and having faid 
it, came to meet us with fcveral Blacks playing on inlli uinents after their manner. 
After performing my lievotions in the church for v«y }',ood jouiney, I went into the 
convent, where 1 found four little cells of mud-walls, covereil with llraw', an entry and 
porch, and facrifiy or veftry, and church, all built witli the fame materials. Wliilfi. 
we were giving one another an account of what had hajjpi'ucd to us, there came a Black 
from the great duchefs to bid me welcome, and k( me know Ihe w'as delitous to fee 
me. Finding myl'elf very much weakened, and fpent with continual fwcating, 1 delired 
him to excufe me to her, and alfure her that as foon as I was a little recovered T would 
not fail of going to pay my refpeets to her. i had great need of rell, but being in a 
ftrange country where every thing was new to me, curinfity made me go out to fee our 
garden, where E could not fufliciently admire fuch variety of fruits of the earth, not 
only of Africa, but of America and Europe, obferving all thofe forts there which 1 had 
before feen in Brazil. Thofe of I'.urope were grapes, fennel, cardoons or thilUcs, all 
forts of falleling, gourds, cucumbers, and many other forts, but no pears, apples, 
nuts, or fuch like fruits as require a cold climate. At night the duchefs fent me a bottle 
of wine made of the palm-tree, as w'liite as milk. 1 tailed a little, but neither I nor 
E. Michael Angelo liked it, we gave it to our Blacks, who looked upon it as a great 
dainty, often repeating the word Malal, whicli,among them fignilies wine. 

It is to be obferved that in the kingdom of Congo there are two harvells every year; 
they begin to low in January, and reap in April. After that they have their winter 
when our fummer is, but that winter is like a fweet fpring or autumn in Italy. The 
heat begins again in September, w'hen they fow again, and have a harveft in December. 

F. Michael Angelo had already taken feveral Blacks into our lervicc, and fettled the 
affairs of the houfe. 'fhe houfe and church being old, and threatening ruin, he had 
thoughts of building new ones. He had appointed two of our Blacks to be gardeners, 
one to be cook, one facriltan, two to go fetch water to drink anti drefs our meat, one 
to look after the little Ihells which ferve inllead of money in that <;ountry, and to buy 
honey, wax. If uit, meal, and buck-wheat; and our interpreter, w'ho continued with us. 
Wt found a great many Blacks who underllood I’ortuguefe, Bamba being in the road 
: 0 go to St. Salvador ; thefe Blasks having often occafion to fpcak that language with 
thole that carried fuch merchandife as the Pentuguefe merchants tit Luanda tranfport to 
St. Salvador. Bamba is a great town, feventy leagues from the fea, the capital of the 
province of that name, and well peopled, becaufe of the great duke’s refiding there. 

I went to vifit the great duchels, and we agreed together to fend a Black to the great 
duke, to advife him to make a truce with the enemy, and retijrn to his own ellate. 
But being infof incd that the King of Congo was come to Pemba, diftant ten days* 
journey from Bamba, F. Michael Angelo told itie we ought to lay hold of that oppor¬ 
tunity to go both of us to pay our refpefts to him, and the more becaufe our labour 
would not be loll; for whatfoever place we went through, we Ihould find children 
and youth to baptife and inllrudt, and might preach our holy faith. We fet out the 
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next day with feveral Blacks allowed us by the great duchefs, rather for our guard than 
any thing elfe, we carrying nothing with us but what was neceffary for iiiying mafs, 
and for our fubfiftence, leaving the reft in our houfe. We being to pafs over fome 
very defert mountains, were told that abundance of lions were abroad, and that it was 
requifjte to give them time to get iurther oiF and lofc themfelvcs in the wood ; winch 
moved us, that we might force them away the fooner, and not lofe our time to ntj pur- ^ 
pofe, to fet fire to the fields, as we had done in the way to Bamba, and it fiicceed- 
ed with us; for the wind fpreading the flame every way, made the lions go oft' very 
foon. 

We found abundance of children to baptize by the way as we had forefeen ; and 
being come to Pemba, went to owt bojytiitau, or little houfe of nreption, wiiere An¬ 
thony de Saraverre, a Capuchin of the province of Tufeany, ref'ded, who received us 
very courteoufly, and was aftoniflicd to fee us lb young, for wc cnuid not make up lixiy 
yc'ars between us. Having told him our defign, which w'as to jniy our rei'peds to. His 
Majelly, and return immediately to our iniiiion of Bamba; we prclently hemd. a great 
noil'e of trumpets, fifes, drums and cornets, which drew nea'- us ; and F. yVn'h i-y told 
us, it was certainly His Majefty, and we migiit go out and iulnte him. No fooner were 
we out of the- convent, but we met the King, who w.t? a young Black about twenty 
years of age, all clad with a i'carlet cloak and gold buttons. He commonly wear's white 
bufkins upon carnation filk ftockings, or of anv other colour; bur the*y fay he has new 
clothes every day, which 1 couki hardly believe in a country where fine ftufl's and good 
tailors arc fcaree. Before him went twenty-four young Blacks, all fons of dukes or 
marquifl'es, who wore ab(mt their middle a hankcrchief of palm-tree died black, and a 
cloak of blue European cloth hanging down to the grouiul, but all of them’bare-headed 
and footed. All his (dlicers, being about an bundled, wtae much in the fame drefs. 
After them came a croud of other Blacks, with only iliol’e black hankerchiefs. 

Near to His Majefty was a Black, wl.*) carried his umbrella of filk, of a fire-colour, 
laced with gold; and another who carried a cliair of raniation velvet, \vith gold nails, 
and the wood al! gilt, "t wo others, clad in red coats, carried his red bttnimock, but I 
know not whether it was filk or tiled cotton ; the flaff was covered with red velvet. 
We bowed and fainted His Majefty, whofe name was D. Alvaro, the fecond King of 
Congo. He told us we had obliged him in coming into his kingdom, for the grf?)d of 
his lubjecls, but that it would be m ue pleafing to him, if we would go along with him 
to St. Salvador. Wc humbly thanked him, and anlwered, that there was more need 
ol us at Bamba, there being never a prieft in all that province, wi.ereas there were 
rtiany at St. Salvador, After this we talked wirii him of feveral m:i' ters ctmeerning 
Italy and Portugal; after which he ordered his kcn'lary, who was a Mulatto, to give 
us letters of recommendation to the great duke, rliat inxnr all oceafions whatfoever he 
might not fail to aflift us in all things rdati'ig to uu.r mi^iioii, oj' our private concern. 

Being thus difinilfcd by His Maj!.'ity, he nuide us ieverai preiems, as we did of feve¬ 
ral jewels of tievotion, which were very iieceptaMe to liim, he being a perfon very reli¬ 
gious and affable. We look leave of F. Anthony, and thanked liim, returning very 
well fatisfied that we had fainted the King, and leen in what ftate he goes, carrying fuch 
a number of people abejut with him. King Alphonfo the Ihitd in 1646, when he gave 
audience to fome iniflioners of our order, was tnore richly clad. He h!id on a veil of 
cloth of gold.fet with precious ftones, and on his hat a crown of diamonds, befides other 
ftones of great value. He fat on a chair under a canopy of rich crimfon velvet with 
gilt nails, after the manner of Europe; and under his feet was a creat caroet. with two 
ilools of the fame colour and filk, laced with gold. 
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We went through our journey eafily enough, meeting with no particular obftacle, 
and every day faw all forts of beafts, fo that one would have thought they had rendez- 
voufed there from all parts of the earth. One day as we were upon the road I heard 
the crying as it were of a little child ; and making the Blacks, who went very faft, ftop, 
bid them take notice of that voice, to go fee what it was. “ We hear it,” faid they laugh¬ 
ing, “ but it is a great bird that cries fo.” Which was true, for within a moment after 
we faw it rife off the ground and fly away. It was a bird bigger than an eagle, of a dark 
yellow. During this expedition both going and coming home, we had certainly ftarved 
had we not been paid for our ecclefiaftical fimftions. It is true, the people of the 
country are very charitable among themfelves; for if we gave one of them any thing 
to eat, he, would give a little of it to the next he met, and fo all of them cat together, 
which ought to put many Europeans to the blulli, who let thc^ poor ftarve rather than give 
them a bit of bread. This I fay without any refledtion upon thofe who have more 
companion for their neighbour’s wants. 

Being come again to Bamba, they began to bring us children to baptize, from all the 
country about. Others came to be married, but thefe were few, and only Ionic of the 
bell fort and molt civilized; for the main difficulty lies in bringing the multitude to 
keep but one wife, they being wholly averfe to that law. Others lent us their children 
to fchool, which we were fain to keep in the church, becaufc of the great number of 
them, infomuch that upon holidays not only the church, but all tiie place before it, tvas 
full. We often faid two malfes a day ; true it is, we ufually went to fay the lecond in 
another Libatte, where the Macolonte treated us with kidney-beans, common beans, 
and other things the women fow in the country, fcarce eating any thing elfe, whilll they 
are there, and at work. When harveft is over, which is twice a year, they put all the 
kidney-beans into one heap, the Indian wheat into another, and fo of other grain: then 
giving the Macolonte enough for his maintenance, and laying afide what they defign 
for fowing, the reft is divided at fo much to eyery cottage, according to the number of 
people each contains. Then all the women together till and fow the laud for a new 
harvelt, the earth being fruitful and black like the people. 

So they have'fomething to eat, they do not trouble themfelves about laying in great 
ftore of provifions, fcarce minding in the morning whether they lliall have any thing at 
nighttfor fupper. It has often happened, wdien 1 have been travelling with them, that 
having nothing to give them, becaufe I had it not for myfelf, they without any concern 
would take a piece of Wood which rlrey ctn and ffiaped fo as to ferve inflead of a mat¬ 
tock, and fitting down on the ground would cut up the grafs, and near the roots found 
certain little white balls which they fed on; which did not a little /urprife me, for hav¬ 
ing tailed of them, I could not for my life fwallovv one of them j and yet after fuch a 
wretched meal, they would Ikip, dance and laugh, as if they had been at a feail. 
What greater happinefs can there be, than not to be afflifted when a man has nothing, 
nor fo much as to delire' what he has not ? So when they have any thing good to eat, 
they exprefs no more fatisfadion than when tliey have the worll. 

Our employment continued as ufual. There was never a day but we baptized eight 
or ten children, and fometimes fifteen or twenty, the poor people coming many leagues 
to us, which we confidering refolved to divide, one to ftay in ;he monaftery, and the 
other to go into the country. E. Michael Angelo offered to go abroad firfl, promifing 
not to itay above a fortnight, and to let me heat from him, 1 fong to take,my turn after 
the fame manner, to the end that by this means both the town and country might 
receive fome fpiritual comfort. During his ablence I continued adminillering teptifm, 
and teaching Ichool. The great duchefs had two fons, D. Peter and D. Sabaitian, who 

never 



VOYAGE TO CONGO BY ANGELO AND OARLi, ' 


169 


never miffed coming, efpecially to leara Portuguefe. At the fame time I inftrufted 
them in the myfteries of faith, and their genius appeared to be fuitable to their birth, 
though Blacks; being of a fliarp and ready wt^ learning all I taught them, and behav¬ 
ing themfelves as became fuch princes. Now and then fome Black would come to me 
to complain that a wolf had devoured one of his children in the night; to which I 
anfwcred, “ What would you have me to do ? If you who are the fether or mother do 
not take care of them, mull I look to them, who do not know where they go ?” For to 
fay the truth, they take no more care of them when they are big, than if they were none 
of their own. 


I began then to be fenfible what it was to live without eating bread, or drinking wine: 
for though I was well in health, 1 had very much to do to ftand upon my legs, I was 
fo fpent with living upon that food which has fo little nourilhment, and with which I 
w.as forced to be fatisfied in thofe parts. So I recommended myfelf to God, that it 
might pleafe him to prefcrve my health, for the benefit of thofe poor Blacks; not fo 
much, to fay the truth, becaufe I found myfelf incapable of undergoing very long the 
fatigue of our continual employment, as becaufe of the little likelihood there was of fee¬ 
ing any other miflioners come into that country to fucceed us, and to eafe me of that 
employment, w'hich I found to be above my llrength. ' 

One evening an hour after fun-fet, I heard abundance of people fmging, but in fuch 
a doleful tone as caufcd horror. I inquired of my domeftics what that nieant; they 
anfwered, it was the people of fome Libattc, that came with their Macolonte to difcipline 
themfelves in the church, becaufe it was a Friday in March. This furprized me, and 
I prefently fcnt to open the church-doors, light two candles, and ring the bell. Before 
they came in, they continued a quarter of an hour on their knees before* the church, 
finging theya/ve rcj^i/ia in their language, with a very doleful harmony; then being 
come into the church, I gave them all holy water. They were about two hundred 
men carrying great logs of wood of a vift weight, for the greater penance. I fpoke 
a few words to them of the benefit of penance, wliich if we will not undergo in 
this w'oild, we ihad be forced to endure in tne next. They were all jon their knees, 
and beat their breafts. I caufed the candles to be put out, and they difeiplined 
themfelves a whole hour with Icather-thongs and cords made of the bark of trees. 
After that wc faid the litanies of our Lady of Loretto; and having difmiffed them; they 
returned home, leaving the branches of trees they brought without the church, which 
ferved us in the garden. 1 his aefion, fo much to be admired in thofe poor people, 
comforted and encouraged me, confidering how it pleafed God thofe miferable Ethio- 
pians, almoft deftitute of all fpriritual affifiance, fhould one day upbraid the Europeans 
for their negligence, fmee they are fo far from doing any thing, though they have full 
liberty and conveniency, that they even defpife thofe that do, and in comteinptible man- 
nw call them. Hermits, Executioners of Chrift, and Wry Necks, Be this faid without 
offence to thofe who do not approve of fuch injurious wordsj and whofe thoughts are 
more agreeable to their charafter of Catholics. 


-pother night after the Ave-Mary bell, our Blacks that were in the garden called me 
to fee the heaven burn. I went out, imagining it might be fome fire on a mountain, but 
found It was one of thp greateft blazing ftars I ever faw in my life. I told them how it 
was called, and that it foreboded fome ill to the world; that therefore*they Ihould do 
penance for ;he fins they had committed againft the majefly of fo great a God, who is 

finners, but juft with thofe that are impenitent. It was in March 
1608 that this comet appeared. 

One day they brought me a quantity of round roots like our Truffes (in Englift, pig- 
nuts}; but theft grow on trees, and are as big as a- lemon: opening them, there appear 

' ' four 
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four or five fuch nuts red within. To keep them frefli, they put earth about them; 
when they will eat them, they walh them, tafte a little of each, and drink of their 
water. In eating of them they have a little bitteriflmefs, but the water drank after 
makes them very fweet. In their language they call them Colla ; and I having ob- 
ferved that the Portuguefe made great account of them at Loanda, had fome fought 
out, and fent them to thofe gentlemen, my good patrons, who in return fent me fome 
. prefents come from Europe. 

F. Michael Angelo returned well pleafed with his progrefs, having baptized abun¬ 
dance of infants and youths, who had never feen priefts j for there are but fix Capu¬ 
chins in the whole kingdom, except at St. Salvador ; and thefe have the hardell talk in 
the world fo preferve their health; and when any one of them dies, as it often happens, 
it is a matter of no fmall difficulty to get another into his place. My companion being 
come home, he applied himfelf to cultivate the garden, whence he had our chief nou- 
rilhment; and finding there fome vine-plants, he tranfplanted them to a rifing ground. 
He fowed feveral forts of European grain, which all came up in pertetlion. He had 
brought with him a great many iron took; for having baptized very many in a Libatte, 
that was near an iron mine, he had caufed fpades, ffiovels, hooks, axes, and other uten- 
fils to be made of it for the garden and cutting of wood. He alfo caufed to be made 
twelve Iha^ fpears two foot in length, to be fixed upon Haves, to ferve the Blacks to 
defend themfelvcs againft the wild beads when they go through the defarts ; for being 
fometimes furprized when they lead think of it, they can make no ufe of their bows. 

The father told me what had happened to him during his abfence j and particularly, 
that flying once from the paws of a tiger, he was forced to run a great way into a 
thicket of bl’ambles, there being never a tree to get up, without which ffiift he mud 
have lod his life, as one of the Blacks did ; who, to avoid pricking his Ikin among the 
briars, truded to the fwiftnefs of his heels, which could not deliver him from death, 
that mercilefs bead foon overtaking him. I’h^^ Capuchin habit did the Father a kindnefs 
to keep off the prickles of the thorns, wliich had made as many holes in his legs as in 
a cullender. 


1 fet out in n!y turn, after faying mafs, with twenty of thofe who had accompanied 
F. Michael Angelo, and came to Icveral places where no Capuchin had been of many 
years.4 fo that in fome Libattes I baptized above a hundred children, taking Ibmething 
of thofe that would give, and bedowing my charity for God’s fake on tJiofe that had 
nothing. 1 accepted of the prefents of the Macolontes, which w ere beans and kidney- 
beans, to maintain thofe that went with me, who were fatisfied to attend us, provided 
we maintained them. In fome places they fled as foon as they law me, having, in all 
probability, never feen any Capuchins. After fifteen days' travel, during which time 
I never returned to tiie fame place, 1 came back to our houfo, whore I found my com¬ 
panion bufy in the garden, \vhi<il) he had made up after the manner of Italy, and planted 
vines, orange, and lenfon-trces, fo that one would have thought it was not the fame 
garden we found there at our coming. 

Since that nation has received the faith (ff'Jcfiis Chrid, there dill remain among them 
abundance of forcerers and enchanters, (as there are heretics in Europe,) who are the 
ruin of thofe people, otherwife tradable enough. It is in a manner itnpodible for the 
King to root'them out, infomuch* as that Prince, who is a very good Chridian and 
zealous catholic, has given leave to feveral of his great men, w'ho know .their lurking- 
places, to fire their cottages ; but they having fpies abroad, though they meet at night, 
make their efcape, and are very feldom taken. „ 

The great duke was now come home, and frequented our convent every day. He 
was furprized to fee the alteration of our garden j and the more, becaufe in thofe parts 
»( 11 the 
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the country is always green; and when the ground is burnt any where, the grafs fprings 
up again immediately. I enquired once of the great duke, where he had leh his army, 
which confifted of one tiundred and fifty thoufand Blacks. He told me he had dropped 
them in the Libattes as he came along, to which they belonged; and when he came to 
Bamba he had but ten thoufand left. It is not to be admired there fhould befo many 
people; for there being no fort of religious perfon, and nioft of them keeping as many 
wives as they pleafe, tlie country cannot chufo but be well peopled. One ol the kings 
of Congo led nine hundred thoufand Blacks to the war againll the Portuguefe, an army 
one would think Ihould make all the world lhake; and yet the Portuguefe gave him 
battle with four hundred mulketeers, and two lield-pieces. The terror of that cannon 
loaded with partridge-fhot, and the death of the King, put them to flight, i fpoke 
with the very Portuguefe who cut off that King’s head, and he aflured me they found 
ail the utenfils belonging to him of beaten golcl. For that rcafon they do not at prefetit 
work in the gold-mines, which arc near thofe of iron we have fpoken of, left the Por¬ 
tuguefe fhould make war upon them ; for what mifehief will not gold ftir up men to ? 

There was fcarce a day but the duke, who lived near us, came to our church, in 
which there was a chapel of timber-work pretty big, where were the tombs of the 
dukes deccafed, over which there were figures made of clay like our mortars, coloured 
with red. He once told us he had refufed to be king, that he might b^^, nearer the 
Portuguefe, to have the opportunity fometimes of drinking wine a*nd brandy. Wc 
underftood him perfcdlly w'ell, but would not feem to do lb, to prevent ufing him to 
fucli familiarity; for it is difficult to get wine to fay mafs, there being none but W'hat 
is brought out of Europe. This duke went habited like the King, but with fewer at¬ 
tendants. lie wore a coat down to his knees made of palm-tree leaves dyed black, 
and over it a cloak of blue cloth ; a red cap wirli a gold galloon about it; about his 
neck he had a large pair of beads with above fifty medals, his legs and feet bare like 
the reft. The Jon of fonie lord carried his hat, another liis feymitar, and a third his 
arrows. Fifty Blacks went befoi-e him playing confufedly on feveral inftruments; 
twenty-five men of n ;e, and one hundred archers followed him. , It is no difficult 
matter to find fuch abimdanc' of foldiers, the men exercifing no trade, except fome 
few who work in iron, or make thofe cloiiics of palm-tree leaves. 

The women of quality wear the fineft cloth of I’.urope, w'hereof they make petti¬ 
coats down to their heels. They cover th “ir back, hiataft, and left arm, with a Ihort 
mantle of the fame fort, leaving their right arm naked. The inferior fort w'ear ftiiffs 
of lefs value, and the commonalty ftufls made of pahti-lree leaves, whereof thtw Itave 
only a petticoat. • 

F. Michael Angelo one day told nu' he found himl’tif much fpent, and prefcntly 
after he fell into a fever; which troubled me very much, and the more, becaufc in 
, that country there arc neither phyficians nor medicines, but,all niuft be left to nature. 
Bleeding is the only remeily ufed, and to that purpofc 1 lent to the great duke’s furgeon; 
he was a Black, who had learned that profellion at Loanda; Ibr being ufed to bleed 
the Blacks, it was eaficr for him to pradife upon the Whites, whole veins are more 
vifible. During his ficknefs, F. Philip our fuperior came to Bamba, which was a great 
relief to me, becaufe* he fpoke the language of the country, and knew the manner 
of curing fick perfons in thofe parts. 1 was fcnfible i ihould have need of his aflift- 
ance, not being very well niyfelf. Owr fick man let me underltand that difeafe would 
be his laft, becaufe he found it prevailed upon him. I fpoke fome words of comfort 
to hiih, fignifyiiig that his difeafe being but a double tertian, he might hope to recover; 
but however advifed him to leave all to God, and refign himfelf up to his holy will. 

7 - 2 Soon 
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Soon after he ^ complained of a pain in his left ear, which fpread over his n^ck. I 
miltrufted it might be an ulceration in the almonds of his ears, and acquainted the 
fuperior with my" thoughts, who was of the fame opinion. We anointed him with 
oil of Angelico made at Rome, which feemed to work a wonderful elFcft, taking 
away the pain; but it removed to the other fide, and the fwelling in the throat in- 
ereaied, which made us forbear ufing our oil, for fear it migiit do more harm than 
good; and to lay the truth, hearing him complain witii fo flight a fever, I concluded 
he was worfe inwardly than appeared outwardly. In Ihort, notwithllanding all the 
care we took of him, I had the mortification to lee him cjic the fifteenth day, having 
received all the facraments, and cxpreifcd a faint-like refignation ; hoping that the 
Lord, whq does not forg(;t to reward his fervants, Ids him now enjoy the recompence 
of all his labours. 

My heart was more fenfiblc of hiy trouble for this lofs than my pen can exprefs; 
and, without doubt, had not our fuperior been there, lent by God’s fpccial direction 
in fo forrowful a conjuncture, and giving us all worldly and fpiritual aflillance, 1 had 
died too, having already loll half my life^in that of the dear companion of my travels, 
fnatchcd away by death. He had been blooded‘fifteen times; and, being apprehen- 
five it was too much, I gave an*account at my return of his dillemper to the phyfician 
at Angola. ^ He told me it had been better to have bled him thirty times ; but his hour 
was come, ind it? was the will of God. • 

The fuperior finding me in a fever, which increafcd, thought Providence had fent 
him to bury us both, and would not go away till he had feen the end of it : however, 
he refolvcd to try means to cure me, cauling me to be blooded twice a day, which I 
fuffered to bd done without Ijreaking one word : but, in truth, that ufage in a h‘w days 
brought me into a defperate condition, having been forty times blooded, and the fever 
never decreafing. I confcfl'ed, and received the holy inaikum, being nothing but Ikin 
and bones. I’he father, but for whole charity, I believe 1 had died like a bealt, per¬ 
ceiving the difeafe was like to be tedious, the fury of the fever abating, gave me to 
underftand, that for the good of the miffion he mult of necellity be gone. I liad fcarce 
ftrength, bowing myfelf, to tell him, that fince he could not flay longer, lie Ihould 
inform my Blacks how they ought to manage me; and that he would pleafc tci fend 
F. Michael de Orvietto to me, with whom 1 had travelled, and who knew how to look 
to the fick. He promifed to do lb, but his orders mifearrying, he came not. I was 
left in my bed, not able to turn myfelf; and the word was, that fo much bleeding had 
almofl: blinded me. In that condition, half alive and half dead, 1 was left to the mercy 
of thofe Blacks, who dole what they could, and brouglit me, wljcn they thought of 
it, a porringer of broth ; I being able to Iwallow nothing of fubltance, and loathing all 
i'ullenance. 

One day, when I was more c&fl; down with melancholy and fadnefs than the diftem- 
per iifelf, I received a vifit from a Portuguefe jefuit, who came from St. Salvador, and 
was returning to the college at Loanda. When he faw me in that miferable condition. 

How now, Father,” faid he, “ are you fo fick, and yet flay in this defert ?” “ 1 

came,” faid 1, “ very well in health into this country, but after lofing my companion, 
I fell fick, and have been now lome months ftruggling with deat,h; but 1 perceive it is 
not God’s will it Ihould have the upper hand, though it was one of my wilhes.” Two 
days he llaid comforting me, and prefented m? with fome pullets, which were more 
acceptable for coming from his hand, than for their own rarity. We confefled to one 
another, he declaring it was a fatisfadion to him to be thus provided, being to pafs 
through many places, where the firing of the dry herbage made the wild beafts run 

about 
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about the country. He alTured me that, as he came, he was forced to get up »tree^ 
though there were fixty Blacks with him, to avoid death threatened them by two tigei 4 ., 
Therefore we are not to believe what fome authors .have writ, that’’the tigers do not 
aflault Whites, but only Blacks. 

After his departure 1 remained with my continual diftemper; but what comforted 
me was, that every day I baptized ten or twelve children; and not being able to fit « 
up alone in my bed, was held up by two Blacks, another holding the book, and an-^ 
other the bafon, receiving what alms they gave me ; not for my own fake, for I could 
eat nothing, but for my family, who would all of them have forfaken me had they 
wanted meat. 1 married feveral of the chief people; one of them gave me a (he-goat, 
whofe milk 1 drank every day, which indeed w;is little in quantity, but counted a great 
dainty in that country. This happitiefs I had in my indifpolition, tha^ I flept all night, 
which is twelve hours long, never varying half an hour all the year round. I would 
wiliiugly have eaten an egg, but fick people there are forbid eggs, they being looked 
upon as unwholefome for ihofe that are ill, being too hot in thofe parts. Whilft I lay 
thus in bed, feveral cripples came to beg of me, and I gave tJiem fome of thofe fliells 
that ferve inllead of money, of which three thoufand five hundred make |he value of a 
pifiole; fo many are given for a pullet, for at Liflion a pullet is worth a crown, in 
Brazil a ])iecc of eight, at Angola ten Ihillings, and at Congo a piilolc, which feems 
to me cheaper than a cn./wa at Lilbori. • * 

My lied was againil tiie wall, wliich was oi fat clay ill put together, and might well 
be called a ncll of rats ; for tliere u ere fo many of them, and fo large, that they trou¬ 
bled me very much, running over me every night, and biting my toes, which broke 
my reft very much. To prevent this, I caui'ed my bed to be laid in the middle of the 
room, but to no purpofe, for thofe curfed creatures knew where to find me. I caufed 
mats to be laid all about my bed for my Blacks to lie on, and defend me not only againft 
the rats, but any other wild cteaturcs t^iat might come, 'khis precaution ftood me in 
no Head, for there was no night but the rats diflurbed me. Another confideration 
moved me* m Keep thofe Blacks in my chamber, which wa.s, that they might fee how I 
lived, and be witnefles of my behaviour, that country being no more free from detrac¬ 
tion than others. 

I to.ok the freedom to acquaint the great duke with the trouble I had from the rats, 
and the flink of my Blacks, wlio had always fome wild and difagreeable fmell. He 
faid ho would give me an infallible remedy ugainft thofe two inconveniences, and that, 
had he known it fooncr, lie would not fuive failed of fending it: this w'as a little mon¬ 
key that would exppl tfie^iil feent by iliat of his Ikin, which fmelt of muik. I gave 
him a thoufand thanks for his charity towards mo, and faid 1 fliould expeiit that favour 
from him. ile feiu me the tame monkey, whom I laid at the feet of my bed, and who 
performed his duty exactly ; for whe.i the rats came., as they were wont, the monkey 
blew hard at them two or three times, and made them run* away ; and the feent: of 
mufk with which he perfumed the ciiamber, corroded the ill fmell of the Blacks. 
Thefe monkeys are nor the fame creatures a> the civet cais, for I have feen feveral of 
thofe cats at Loanda, where they keep them fhut up in a wooden cage, and faftened 
with an iron or filverjchain, and the oviner of them once a week, with a fpoon, 
off the civet, which they call Angeglia, and which is found in a purfe between the hind 
legs. In fliort, the liille monkey did rue e.vtraordinary fervice, not only for thofe ufes 
already mentioned, but to keep ray head and beard clean and combed, better than.any 
of the Blacks would have done : and, to fay the truth, it is eafi6r to teach thofe mon¬ 
keys than the Blacks; for thefe have enough to do to learn one thing well, but the 
others every thing they are put to dexteroufly. 

lo Ijuft 
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I jR/t began to mend, though the fever had not left me, when one night S I lay 
alleep, I f^ the monkey had leaped upon ifty head J I thought the rats had frigHlened 
him, but at the Mne time the Blacks arofe crying, “ Out,^out, Father.” Being tho¬ 
roughly awake, I alked them what was the matter; “ The ants,” faid they, “ are 

broke out, and there is no time to be loft.*’ There being no poffibility for me to ftir, 
I bid them carry me into the garden, wdiich they did, four of them lifting me upon my 
ftraw bed : tiieir nimblenefs Itood me in good ftead, for the ants already began to run 
upon my legs, and get to my body. After ftiaking them off, they took ftraw, and 
fired it on the ftoor ot four rooms, where the ants were already above half a foot thick; 
and there muft needs be a wonderful quantity, for befides the chambers, the porch 
and tvalkin^-place were full. They being deftroyetf by fire, as I faid, I was carried 
back to my cham&er, where the ftink was fo great, that 1 xvas forced to hold the mon¬ 
key clofe to my face. Having caufed the mats to be ftiaken, we had fcan ' ftept half 
an hour before 1 was awaked by the light of a flame of fire at the chamber-door : I 
called my people to I'ee what it was ; they found the fire had taken hold of the thatch 
of the hoiife, and fearing the fire might ivereafe with the wind, I caufed myfelf to be 
carried again into the garden. The fire being put out, we endeavoured to go to fleep 
again, but all this hurry had difcompofed me too much ; and before the troubleforne 
night was quite over, I heard a great noife near us: 1 waked my Blacks that they might 
be in readiiiefs, ir. cafe there was fome other army of beafts to* engage. One of them 
laid hold of one of the halberts F. Michael Angelo had caufed to be made, and went 
out to fee who made all that hurly-burly : he came back again to tell us, that the pif- 
mires having again broke into a neighbouring cottage, they had burnt them as we did ; 
but the hut being all of ftraw, it was confumed as well as the ants, which made the 
Blacks get out of their houfes for fear the wind fliould carry about the flame and bum 
all that quarter. I got off, caufing myfelf to be once more carried into the garden, 
giving God thanks that he had delivered me frt'm the pifmires ; for had I been alone 
faft in my bed, and unable to ftir, as I then was, it is certain they had eaten me up 
alive. This often happens in the kingdom of Angola, where in the morning there are 
cows found devoured in the night by ants, and nothing left of them but the bones. It 
is no fmall deliverance to efcape them, for there are fome that fly, and are hard to be 
removed from the place where they lay hold: but God be praifed that my body was 
not devoured by them alive. 

I had a young tiger given me, which I did not care to keep, efpecially becaufe the 
monkey would not lie upon the bed with him; 1 gave it goat’s milk to preferve it, but 
it did not live long, and I was not forry for it, it being no fatisfadion to me to fee that 
fine beaft, though little, and as yet unfit to do like the old ones. The great duke’s 
vifits were a great comfort to me, and when he could not come himfelf, he fent fome 
of his chief men, who would ftay three or four hours fitting about me upon mats; but 
they always having their pipes in their mouths, and the fmoke offending my head, I was 
forced to tell them they would oblige me in coming, but that I begged of them for 
God’s fake not to take tobacco in our houfe, and that the rather bccaufe their pipes which 
are an ell long have great bowls like a little pot, which arc never out. They were fo 
obliging as to comply with me, and when they came, left their-pipes in the garden. 

I found no other remedy for my diftemper but to recommend myfelf to God, through 
die interceffion of the glorious St. Anthony of P$dua. In fliort, after long continuing 
irrefolute, I refolyed to caufe myfelf to be carried to Loanda, notwithftanding I was 
fenfible of the fatigue of the journey, and could find no Black that would go along 
to be ray interpre|er. 1 fpoke to the great duke, who promifed me a great many 
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BlackSjjf but he found not enough to carry all my b%gage, part whereof was tj^erefor 
left behind-to be ftolen, I took another way different from that we came, and did no 
pafs tnrough Dante : all the poor Blacks flocking, about me at my (||partu%, came t( 
exprefe their concern for lofmg me, and I comforted them with the hopes of my return 
if it fliould pleafe God to rellore my health- 

1 went as far as the next Libatte without an interpreter, but could fpeak enougl 
to be underllood. I endured all that can be i i igined in fuch a condition, for m)* con 
fcience checked me for putu ' inyielf into iuch danger, as if 1 would have temptet 
God; but I had'fuch confidence in St. Anthony, whom 1 had taken for my advocate 
that I fancied 1 law him before luy hammock. During all this journey, which lalte< 
twenty-five days, I could not open iny mouth till night, fo that the Blacks often cami 
to fee whether I was not dead. One day being to pals through a rivei(| they •dilcoverec 
about twenty-five elephants that were gone to drink, which troubled them very much 
and made them flay till they were gone another way from us. Having crofl’ed the 
river with fome danger, the two Blacks who carried me going up a hill, did not hole 
the llali faft, and let me fall plump on the ground, which put me quite befide niyfelf 
the Half having hit me on the head atui almuit broke it: they took me up again, and 
I bound iny head with a handkerchief without fpeaking one word, feAig if I com¬ 
plained of being hurt, they might leave me there, and lly unto the woods; therefore ] 
thought it better to hold, my tongue than talk to people that have no coiupaliiott. 

Being come to a Libatte, they left me alone in a cottage upon a little llraw, and 
carried away my Half 1 had brought out of Italy, but 1 was refolved to be concerned 
at nothing. I looked whether any body would come in, being very weak for want ol 
fuftenance; but nobody appeared all day till fuu-fetting, when the women returned 
with their children from their labour in the fields; I defireJ tiiem to boil me a pullet 
I had brought with me; they having dreffed it very well, 1 took the broth, and gave 
them the fowl, which made a great feafl among them. aVll my fuftenance during the 
journey was a porringer of broth a d;fy. They gave me two Niceftas, which are fo 
rcfrefhing and 'lairity, that I could not forbear eating ol them, though cautioufly, for 
fear of caufing my dilteinper to iucrcafe upon me. . 

Next day they carried me tu a Libatte, where I found all the people made ftuffe of 
palm-tree leaves, and therefore would not leave their bufinefs to carry me. Finding 
them pofitive, and not knowing what other way to take, I bethought rnyfeU of*a bag 
of thole fliells they call Zimbi, ! had along with me, and began to call them, but they 
were deaf to me, though fitting in the next cottages on the ground about their fire: 
that is their ufual pollure. • After night-fall, that the women are returned out of the 
fields with their chirdren,'they fight a fire in the middle of their cottage, fit round it 
on the ground, and eat of what they have brought; then they talk till deep makes 
them fall backwards, and fo they I'pend the night without any further ceremony. 
Finding it was to no purpofe to call and fpend my Isreath, 4 dragged out of the bed 
where they had laid me, which was about a foot from the ground, and crawling upGn 
all four to the cottage-door, called a Muleche, or young lad, who was playing with 
his companions, and getting him to help me, opened my portmanteau, whence 1 drew 
the bag of Zimbis, and fliakiug the bag, that they might I’ound, drew thofe hard¬ 
hearted Bla^s to me’ and told them I would pay them in Zimbis if they would Ciitty 
me to the next Libatte: they agreed to it, but being too few to carfy all my goods, 
part of them'was left to their dil'eretiou. There was no remedy but patience, and at 
length, by the help of Zimbis, beads, and medals, I came to Bamb^ the firft place 
belonging to the Portuguefe. 


There 
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Th^ I,was met by aPortuguefe, who lived in the place, with a prieft o# Portu- 
guefe extraffionj but bom in Africk j they carried me to fheir houfe, and feepg my 
countenalice as <yellow as fafFron, laid to me, “ Father, how came you to travel 
through thefe defarts in fuch a condition ?” I could not anfwer them, nor open my 
eyes. They undefftanding by my carriers that I had eaten but one porringer of broth 
a-dav, and never fpoke all the way, endeavoured to bring me to myfelf with malrnfey 
and new-laid eggs. Being a little recovered, I found all their people weeping about 
me. I told them nothing had befallen me but what I had forefeen when I left Italy, 
and that I had concluded 1 lliould not return out of that country, a's is the common 
fate of the millioners font thither. I continued there two days, and having thanked 
them for their civility and charity they had ufed toivards me, went away to Loanda. 
The Porvaguefc^enrieman would needs bear me company thither. I was kindly 
received by the chief men of my acquaintance, who wondered to fee me alive ftill with 
that dead countenance. They lent me forne rclrcflunent, which I did not talle for w'ant 
of appetite: there 1 continued fix months without being able to llir out of my bed, and 
never quit of the fever: I loathed llefli, and could eat nothing but a little iilli. After 
that, I bled at the nofe, and loll three or *four pounds a day, as if I had not been blooded 
during my lllknefs; the heat I endured going on the hammock contributed much 
towards it: it was furprifing to me that there Ihould be fo much blood in a man’s 
body. T^e phyfician told me that all the water I drank turnf;d to blood, and I drank 
five or fix bottles a day, for they allow the fick to drink as much as they will. The 
phyfician had me blooded twenty-four times by way of revulfion; for 1 kept account 
how often 1 w'as blooded during my three years ficknefs, which was ninety-feven times, 
without recliioning the blood that ran in great quantities at my nofe, mouth, and ears, 
which to me feems prodigious. 

During my Iby at Loanda, the R. F. John Cliryfoftome, fuperior of Loanda, came 
thither with two or three Capuchins of our million, w ho had much ado to know me, 
and were yet more furprifed to hear that moftof our fellows were dead in that country. 
The father-fuperior refolving to provide the province of Meflangrano, one of the 
chiefeft in the kingdom, with millioners, lent thither F. Peter de Barchi and F. Jofeph 
Mary de Bulfette: and within a few days news was brought that one of them was 
dead, and the other at the point of death, which much troubled the fuperior, who had 
taken'a great deal of pains to bring them from Italy, w'hich lliews how little that climate 
agrees with our bodies. 1 defired the father-fuperior to lend me to Colombo, two 
days journey from Loanda, to try to recover my health. I went thither with F. John 
Baptifi de Sallizan to a houfe of our father’s near the river Coawza, where there are 
abundance of crocodiles. We have there a very fine garden, in which are orange 
and lemon-trees, and other fort of fruit. I'here is a fort of fruit in Africk like our 
St. John apple, at the end of which is a chefnut little differing Itoiii ours: the apple 
is not eaten becaufe it is full of ‘fibres, but they fuck the juice, which has a mufeadine 
tafte. The chefnut is boiled, and talies like our almonds, is very hot, but the apple 
cold, and is called Befou. 

Near that place live fevcral Portuguefe farmers, who keep a number of fwine, cows, 
and fheep, but know not how to make cheefe, it being very difficult there to bring 
the milk to curd. We fometimes took the cool air under a fine "row of ti;ees ten paces 
diftant, reachirfg from the church to the river. 'I’hefe trees bear a certain fort of fruit 
like great plums, but very harfft; they hold their leaves all the year round. One 
day as we were walking under thofe trees, we difeovered a great ferpent crofliiig the 
river to our fide; we would have made it go back by fhquting, and throwing clods of 
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earth for want of ftones, which are not to be found, but in fpite of us it cara& over, 
and went to take up its poft in a little thicket of reeds near the houfe. 'rhere are forae 
of them there twenty-five foot long, and as thick as a good colt, tTiat make but a 
mouthful of a fheep: when they have fwallowed one, they go into the fun to digell it: 
the Blacks who know the manner of it, watch and kill them, to make a good meal ol 
them, for they are as fat as pork; and having flayed them, they throw away nothing 
but the head, the tail and the entrails. 

V, |ohn Baptifi gave me an account of his travels in ihofe parts ol Africk, and 
among the rell, of his being at Caffangi, where a black prince rt'lides who rules a 
large country, and is called Great Lord; that he came there at a time w'hen that 
prince’s birth-day was celebrated afier an odd manner : he makes all t|te people of his 
•country who can travel come into a great jdain; they leave onh' one jdace empty, in 
avhich there are feveral trees, on which there are huts built for liic great lord and 
principal men of his kingdom, who go np thither with feveral mntical inftruinents 
founding. One of the molt furious lions in the country is fallenr d to a tree Handing at 
fome diltance from the relt. The lignal being given, the firing that holds him is cur, 
and then, after fome roaring, he falls upon the lirft he meets: they, inltead of flying, 
run together from all parts to kill him, being obliged to do it without any weapon, 
and thinking thcmfelvcs happy in dying before their prince, 'i’he lion, before he is 
tired, kills feveral of them, and revenges his own death fufiiciently, beifig at lall borne 
dow'ii by the multitude. After that, the furvivors eat the dead, and accompany their 
king with abundance of joyful acclamations to his palace, making all parts refound, 
“ I>ong live the Great Lord of t’afiangi.” Thus they fdeniiiize this fefiival, which 
ihe Father allured me he had been an eye-witnefs of. A hellilh invention, and fit for 
thofe barbarous people. 

He alio t<jld me lie would go to the kingdom of Malemlia or Mattemba, where of late 
years Queen Singa had reigned, who ditd a Catholic ; but that after her death the 
people forfook the Chrifiitm religion, and leiurncd to their ancient fuperfiitions. I 
agreed with him to go t’’'flier, if he could gain admittance into the couptry, provided 
he lent for me; but when he ivas gone, 1 heard no more from him, and w^as left 
alone with two Blacks at Colombo. 1 baptifed but very few there, the country about 
being pofleiVed by the Portiiguefe, but Ibmeiimes there came boats full of Haves <who 
were baptizeil ; they brought me fait to ufe in the baptifmal water, dug out of the 
mountains, which when pounded is very white. Whilfl 1 was there, the filhermeii 
took a great filli as round as a coach-wheel; in the middle it had two teats, and upon 
it feveral holes through whic.li it'I'-'-'s, hears, and eats, the mouth being a fpan long: 
the filli is delicious, and the flefli of it like line veal. Of the ribs of it they make 
beads to Hop bleeding ; but having tried them upon myfelf, they did no good; this 
diftemper growing upon me, infoiiuich that they once thought J was dead, which ob¬ 
liged the father-ifiiperior to make me return to Loaiida. I'he dread ol going to lea 
again, made me unwilling to go from Colombo, though in other reCpecfs the place was 
fcarce to be endured, being tormented day and night with infiniU' numbers of gnats 
and flies, which alniofi darken the air, befides the continual fear of ferpents, crocodiles, 
and lions, who leldom failed .i night of devouring fome cow, calf, or llteep. 

At that time a vefl'el was loading at Loanda f< r Brazil. Having obtamed leave to 
return to Italy-, I fpoke with the captain, .w ho was very willing to receive me, thinking 
himfelf happy in having a priefi, and cfpecially a Capuchin, with him ; for not oidy 
rhe Portiiguefe but the Blacks theinfelves c;«inot fuflicicntly admire to fee us rake 
progroffes into thofe barbarous countries, without propoling to ourfelves any other in. 
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ttreft but the fpiritual good of our neighbour, and the propagation of the Catholic 
faitli. 1 remember the great duke of ,Bamba one day fent me fevcral Blacks to be my 
ilaves; which I would not accept of, but font them back to him.^ I afterwards told 
him 1 came not into his coimtry to make Ilaves, but rather to deliver thole from the 
flavery of the devil whom lie kept In miferablc thraldom. 

The fhip 1 went aboard of, ’ hen it was ready to fail, was loaded with eh'phants’ 
teeth and Haves, to the number of iix hundred and eighty men, women and children. 
It W'as a pitiful iiglit to beli dd how all thofe people were beltovveif. The men were- 
fhuuling in the liold, faileiieJ one to another witii Hakes, for lear they fhould rile 
and kiirthe A\ hites. The women were between the decks, and thole that were with 
child in the great cabin ; tile cliildren in the Ifeenage preifed together like herrings in a 
barrel, which caufed tm intoh'rable heat and ilt ncii. 'i’iie capitiin had made me a bed 
upon the quarter-dec];, witli mats to keep me from tlie rain and dew. 

'i'his vcjyage is gener.dly perlbrmed in thirty or ihiriy-five days at farthelf; becaufe 
there is no occulion to go to tiie l.ape ol (_rO(id Hope for a wind j hut they lail in a 
line: however we were lifty days, beinji; many (d' them becalmed, dming which time 
we endured great heat under the line. Being we made no w'ay, the captain defired 
me to baptize fome IUacl;s that came lad aboard, it being forbid, under pain of ex¬ 
communication, to carry any Blacks to Brazil that are not baptized j which ! did, in- 
ffructing them in the principles ol C.hrilfianily. 

The Portuguefe, \-.ho knew there was danger in that calm we were in, either in 
regard of the great heat of the I'un, or becaufe among io man)' mouths the provifions- 
grew fhort,.one day took the image of St. Antony, which they let a.gainli one of the mafls, 
faying thefo words on their knees; “ St. Antony, imr countryman, ymi (hall hepleafcd 
to ftand there, till you have given us a fair wind to comimie our vo\age,” d'iiis clone, 
and fome prayers faid, lome little wind caiiu; up., wiiieli lit us lorv.ard, and made us 
rejoice. We paffed very clofe to the illand ct.lled tiie /tllniiiplion of mir Lady ; wliere 
we did not touch, thinking we had no need oi any thing. Nc'verthelels tlie voyage 
holding longei'ihan we had imagined, a few d:iys ai'er wo began to w.int juncilions, 
the proveditor not having riglitly confidereil how great a number ol mouths tliere was 
to fi^ed. 

The captain came to me full of alHicVion, and laid, “ I’atlu r, wc-are a.ll dead men. 
there is no remedy for it.” My ui'ual fever being; upon me, and a dilh of blood before 
me, 1 told him that was no furpriiing news to me, and that having loll lo inucl; 
blood, I did not expccl to live long, lie made ine fenfible he (poke of all the- 
fhip in general, and that they wwnted pn>vifl''!l^, being .Hill Inr out at fea without 
difeovering any land. I’o comfort him in lome meafure, i bid him look into the 
Itern-lockers, for 1 remembered my friends had given me fome proviHnn.s, which might 
Keep the Whites aboarci alive Tome time ; and as for the Blacks, he mult have patience 
if they died, fince there was no pollibility f'l relieving them; bm that neverthelels 
lince there were ftill forty butts of water, they fliould give tlieni as much as was ne- 
cefl'ary ; and the climate being hot, they might live two days tit leai'l upon water only : 
that yet God might relieve us, and we ought to conlidc in him, and tiot give way to 
defpair. , * 

1 would h*avc fpoke fome words of comiort to the fliip’s crew, and filenced them; 
but the difmal news I thought to acquaint •them with being already'come to thedr 
knowledge, the children began to cry for mercy ; the women hearing them, fet up 
the fame cry, and the men made up the difmal harmony; which would liave* daunted 
the boldeft heart. In fine, when they were a little pacified, 1 began in Portuguefe to 
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exhort them to confide in the mercy of God, who never forfakcs thofc who fincerely 
rely on him; adding, lliat God fi-nr us tiiat afflidion to punilh cur fins, and 
for the blafphemies wherewith they difhoiioured his holy name, and perhaps becaufe 
fome of them were come aboard without confcfiing. 'I'hen turning to the Whites, I 
toll! them, that the ill example they gave thefe new^ Cliriftians, making thcmfelves 
drunk every day with brandy, had drawn that punifliment upon them : that the Blelfed 
Virgin was alf' offended at them, becaufe they had given her name, to which all 
refpeft was due,-to a rc.pc’s-cnd, with which they bear the Blacks, which was not the 
way to perluade them that we believed her to be the motlicr ol God. d'his dilcourl'e 
made them again cry Mercy, but with a more fincere intention than at firlh After the 
hymns of the Holy Virgin, whidi 1 caufed them to repeat, they made a vow to caufe 
eighty malfes to be laid, forty for the iouls in purgatory, and forty in honour of 
St. Antony. 

'J'heir minds being a iitlie fettied, the captain ordered every Biack a porringer ol 
water; but thofe poor wretches, efpecially the children, began to cry lor hunger. 
I’he companion tiieir cries moved in me, widiout any means of relieving them, made 
me retire to my cabiti of mats. 1 continued fo a day without eating, for fear of 
lharpening their lumger if they law me eat. It was likely tliat uiilefs God wrought 
fome miracle, w'c were all loll. 

As J lay lull of thefe tlioughis, 1 heard fotne begin to talk ol living upon man’s 
flcib, fo lar had dcfpair difordered them; ior wlsich 1 rtprcjved them feverely, pro- 
reffitig that rather than fnffer any one to be killed to maintain another, I would fa- 
orifice my (twii life ii it might any wtiy contribute to proloitiy tlicirs. Notwithfhinding 
all this affliclion, there were thole aboard who did not forbear doing fome vile aefions. 

i’he mailer, being drunk, mortallv wounded a I'ailor ; but lie being the ableft and 
molt experienced teaman in the fhip, it was reejuilite to pardim him, and wank at it. 
. 4 t length God taking coinpaflion on im, we difeovered land ; three days we continued 
without eating and the water was fpeiii heJore we got to the fhore. Who can ex- 
prels the joy which iucceeded the loi’iner lorniw' ! i’o hear all ihgir difeonrfe, one 
W'ould have thought till the p'’Oj'>le in the Ihip had been out of their right fenfes. I 
obferved the fliip lay mucli more to one lide than the other, and obliged the captain to 
redrcls it, the burden of mcti being greater on that fide which inclined. He did it by 
filling fotir calks with fea-watcr. and laffining them to the other fide. 

We difeovered (iape Si.Anguffin, well known to the i’ortuguefe, and on Sunday 
entered the port o! Baya de 'I'odos os Samos, or the bay of All Saint;;, the capital 
town of all Brazil? where the ricctoy refnles. There we found hweiwl veffels of all 
nations. Next morning i'everad boats came to 11s with merchants and others wito had 
Haves aboard. Hndcrliaiiding we itad been fifty dayes at fea, they concluded that mod 
of the Blacks were dead, ;md were pler.fingly furpliifed they were told there 

w'anied but thirty-lltree of the number, it olten happi'ning that half of them die in 
that paifage. They thanked God for th;it iniraele winught in their Ltehalf, for it would 
have been a very confiiierable lofs, if all thi' llt.ves had been vleaJ. 

1 went afftore as well as slii' la If, but my sveakners was I'ucli, 1 had no ufe of my 
legs. A good woimfn, into whole ihop I w'cnr, had compallion on me, and lent me 
her hammock to ettrry me in to tl'.e I'ranciiians, who received me very conrteoufly. 
A Geiioefe captain ol' mv acquaintauce wintld have carried me to his houfe. but 1 
.'xcufccl myfelf on account of the obligiug reception I had met with in the convent ; 
dixlaring that unU'fs 1 found 1 was a burden to them, 1 would iiot leave it lill my 
(fi'parture out of the country. The governor of the iiland of St. Thomas, which is 
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lUider the line, font his llcward to make me a vifit, and to defire me to come to his 
palace to fee a Ca|)uchiu that kept his bed, and had been fixteen years in Africk, 
cither in the aforefaid ifland, or the kingdom of Benin and Overola. 1 could not go 
immediately, but went afterwards fevcral times to fee that Father, being carried in a 
hammock. He rvondered to hear I was fo obedient to my phyfician, who was the fame 
that had him in hand ; but the phyfician told me, that according to his way he could 
not live long; and fo it proved, for he died foon after at Lifbon. 

In tliis convent there is a chapel of the third onler of St. Francis-. On Maunday- 
Thurlday the Fathers made a procellioii, in which all the* images of faints of the third 
tTcler were carried. Then followed three hundred Blacks, carrying whole trees for 
mortification ; others had their arms bound to a great beam in the nature of a crofs, 
and others after other manners. 1 was told their fathers’ confefl'ors had enjoined them 
that penance for robbing their maflers, and committing other fins. It is not the cuf- 
tom there to make fepulchres that week, bur they expofe the blefled iacrament with 
an infinite number of white wax-lights, whereol there is great plenty there, as well as 
of honey. * 

The Genoefe captain, who was to fail for laliion, had given me my pafl'age aboard 
his fhip. Being ready to fail, the viceroy lent to defire the captain, that fmee he had 
a good fighting ^liip, he would, for the King’s fake, convoy^the merchants’ Ihips that 
were ready to fail, for fear they might fall into the hands of the d’urks when they 
came near the coal! of Portugal; that kept us till Holy Saturday, l.cave to depart 
being obtained of the viceroy, the captain lent me word to come aboard, which 1 did, 
againfl iny will, not liking to begin fo long and dangerous a voyage upon a Holy 
Saturday; but he carrying me out of charity, 1 mult fubmit to his will. We failed, 
firing all the cannon, and all the bells in the town ciatieriiig. 

The fhip was like Noah’s ark, for there were aboard it fo many feveral forts tif 
beads, that what with the noife and the talk'of fb many people as were aboard, we 
could not hear one another fpcak. 'J'he loading was a tlioufand chefts ol' fugar, three 
thoufand rolls of' tobacco, abundance of rich wood for dying and making of cabinets, 
elephants’ teeth ; befidcs the provifion of w(K)d, coals, water, wine, brandy, flieep, 
hogs, and turkeys; befidcs all this, abundance of monkeys of ievera! Ibrts, apes, 
baboons, parrots, and fomc thole birds of Brazil, which they call Arracas. I'he 
fhip carried fifty guns, four-and-twenty patareroes, and other neceflaries. d’ho people 
aboard were of feveral nations, as Italians, Portuguef'e, Englifh, Dutch, Spaniards, 
and Indian Haves who followed their maflers. The gr(,'at cabin was hired by a rich 
Portuguefc merchant, whofe name was Amaro, and who w^aS retui'ning to l.ifiiion with 
all his family, that is, wife and four cliildren ; gave a thoufand crowms for liis palfage, 
and had laid out two thoufand upon provifions and neceflaries for fo long a voyage. 
That honeft man feeing iiTe fo fick, freely ofl'ered me a place in his cabin, which was 
large, painted and gilt. T accepted of his ofl'er, his wife giving her confent, who, 
being a virtuous lady, was glad to have a religious man’s com])any. He would have 
allowed me his table, but 1 told him I was engaged t(j the captain, but that I might 
breakfafl with him fornetimes after mafs, which I laid every day in the great cabin 
during t'ac voyage, which lafled three months, excepting only‘three days of flormy 
weather ; and not only he, but all the Portuguefc aboard were at it. I’he chaplain of 
the fliip laid apon deck to the feanien and oflicerSr ol' the fhip. 

As we were under fail, having fcarce run two leagues, and being bufy placing the 
trunks and goods aboard us, it pleafed God to mortify us, who thought ourfclves the 
fafeft of the five Ihips, that we might learn to honour holidays better; for we ftruck 
1 I five 
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five times furioufly upon a bank, which threw both the men and goods, not yet lafhed 
to, from fide to fide, and put all into a great confternation, the \ eiiel llicking fall 
upon the flat. 'I’he officers and pilots, in a fright, thought to fave themfelves from 
imminent danger of death, which threatened, and leaped haltily info the boat to get 
to land, which was not far off, for wc were ftill in the harbour, it being four leagues 
in length. 'I’hc failors and paflengers, feeing themfelves forfaken, began to cry aloud, 
“ We are all dead, we arc all tlead.” And who can be able to deferibe what a fad 
fpectacle that fiiip was, which but juft before looked like a caftle on the fea ? This 

conchifion inadi; me rile from a mat on which I lay ftruggling with a fever; and being 

upon deck, perceived we made no way, though the hiils were all looie, and ;i piank 
floating upon the lea, v\hirh made it appear the fhip was fail. , 

Nothing could be heard hut cries and complaints. Some caft a barrel into the fea, 
others a roll of t(3bucco, others a chell of lugar, to lighten the fhip, and every one 

did fomething to fave his life; only the eaptain fat ftill like a ilatue, without being 

able to fpeak or ftir, though he had fought iix 'I'urks in that fame fldp. 'J’iiey w'ould 
have fired a ctinnon for the others to come to our afliltancc, bn: iti ih.’.f Itiirry they 
could neitlier find gunner, powder, nor match. The I'eveial forts of animals hearing 
I'uclr a noil’e, began to play their part and incrcafc the confufion. In this general con¬ 
fternation both Whites and Blacks came to caft tlicmfelves at my feel, crying, “Father, 
Father, confellion, abfolution.” Having caid'ed them to make an’att of contrition, 

1 gave them abfolution, wanting time to hear them fmgly. 1 met the chaplain of the 
Jhip in his fhirt, his countenance altered and looking ghaftly, rhougli he was one of 
the bravell men aboard, as he had often made it appear, figliting wiili ihe ’rurks upon 
leveral occafions. After hearing his confellion according to his dchre, 1 afked him, 
what h{' iiiti'iuied to do in that cafe; “ () God,” laid he, “ 1 had no mind to come 
on board, imr 1 fuifered myfclf to be deluded.” 1 wouKl have encouraged, and made 
him conceive, tiun God had not altogether Ibrfaken us, but we might yet el'cape that 
danger. “ Suppofe it does fo fall out,” replied hr, “ I am refolved to fwim for it, 
and gel afliore.” liie others hearing his refolulion, renewed tliei;' complaints and 
cxclamaiions. I went into the great cabin, and found the Portuguefe lady fitting on a 
carpet, and leaning upon two culhions, with her four children on their knees, their 
hands clafped together in a fright, and crying, “ Mercy ;” the hulhand fitting on a 
chair, ratlier dead than alive. 1 conifor.ed them both the bell I could, and heard 
their confellions. 

In the mean-w hill there came aboard us a captain, who was a friend to Senhor Amaro, 
to carry him-and his family away to his fhip. lie feeing the iiorrid eoiiiurion wc' w't^re 
in, began to encourage all the people, and fent two of his men to the juiinp, and into 
the hold, to fee what harm was done. They neither found water, nor any thing , 
broken, and perceived that the plank we had foen on’ die MpUter, was only fome of the 
flieathing which had given way. (^ur captain taking heart, ordered to caft the 
lead, and found but little water for lb great a Ihin. Then he cauled the fliip’s head 
to be brought about, which made the vcilel move; and it was well for us there hao- 
pened to be but little wind, for had it blown liard we mull have been beaten to pieces. 
They that were afhoreTeeing us make way, came back with the boat; and we continued 
our voyage towards Feniambuco, a liundred leagues diftaiit from Bftga de Todos of 
Santos. Tnere we came to an anchtir, five miles from the town, the harbour being 
unfit for great fhips. 

I’he governor kept us there five days before he difpatched us. As we were weigh¬ 
ing anchor, when it was already above water, it broke off fo fuddenly, that all the < 

men 
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men who worked at hoifting it, being forty of them, fell down and hurt themfelves’, 
tome on the head, fome on the fidovS, and others in otiicr places. I’hey would have 
recoverejJ it, but there was ho doing of it, bccaufe it dropt in a place that was very 
foul and full of fmall rocks. 

It was pleafant to fee our lliip, where every tradefman worked at his trade, as if he 
^ had been in his Ihop; there were gun-finiths, armourers, butchers, Ihoemakers, 
tailors, coopers, and cooks. Others mended the colours, there being an hundred of 
fevcral forts, very fine upon great days, and particularly the penilant at*tl!e main top- 
mafi-iieail, eight ells long, and all of carnation taflety. , When the weather would 
permit, the oilier veflels bore up to us, and gave us a concert ol tirums and trumpets, 
diluting us.wit!i three huzza’s all the failors gave, ‘taking, the fignal from tlie boat- 
fvvain’s whillle The captain exercifed his men in firing volleys. 'I'li; !<' diverfions 
were one day interrupted by this accident:—Eleven Englilhinen came together to com¬ 
plain to the captain that they were not allowctl water enough to drink, whicit put him 
into Inch a patfion that he went to lay hold of a fvvord, and laid tlnne them fome 
mifehief, had not care been taken to appeafe him. lie caufed one to be put into the 
bilboes, with two men to Hand fentinel over him, till we came to Liihon, for I'ear lie 
fliould raife fome mutiny among his comrades; for that Eaiglilhman was wondcrlully 
ftroiig, would manage a cannon as another man would a mufquet, and had formerly 
blown up fome'fiiips, fetting tire to the powtier. lie punilluM him after this manner 
to teach the red, not to come in a body like mutineers to make their complaints to 
him, whereas one alone fliould come when they wanted any thing. 'I'herc was another 
Englifliman, ^whoin they called Kill Turk, whom he tdfo put into, the bilboes, becaufe 
he liad made hiinlcli drunk with two Ixittlcs of brandy, and was not fober agtiin in 
three days. Ho was fo llrong, that they laid he had clclt a man with his cutlals, and 
therefore it was feared he might do fome mifehief in the Ihip, being in that condition. 

One morning, before fun-riling, being man the coafi of Portugal, we lu'.ud a can¬ 
non fire, and tlie Ihot fell not f;ir from us. I turned out to fee what was the matter, 
and obferved that Claptain Joleph, brother to our ciiptain, had put uji the reii ancient, 
which was a lignal of battle. Our captain look a pcrlpciUive glafi. to dilcover what 
It was that had occalioned it, and a momcni td'ier told us his brother w.ts luiliakeii, 
and that thofe ftiils we difeovered, to ihc' number of live hundred, were lifliing- 
boats, that fail with any wind. The fitn rifmg, it appeared he was in the right, aiul 
we perceived, without the help of a glafs, a prodr.ious number of boats covering all 
the coafi. It is nor to he admired that tlnre is f> much fdhing, for uk'H oi the people 
in Lifbon eat filh at night, even upon flofh days, wliich taufgs an yifmiie confumption, 
and it is not loh! hy weight, but by the barrel. 

Wimirrived at (.'.afrais, a little town without the bar, and failed on to Iwirt St..fulian, 
where we fired lo many gvyis thal the reiioi t reached the city. Being come to the mouth 
of the river 'I’agtis, vve law abund uice of boats coini’ig Knvards us, as well Italians as 
Poriuguefe, that feemed !o cover all the harbour; they were merchants and others who 
had fome concern 'aboard us, j knew fevoral who did nut know me. I'hey were iiir- 
prli'ed to fee me alive, tifter (hey hrat rmeived an acctcmit that 1 w'Os (.lead, and c.'cprcis- 
ed much joy that the iiew's liad proved tulle. llavir*g; taken in pilots belonging to the 
port, as is the cuflom, we came lo an anchor juft before His Highnefs Piirice Peter 
then Regent of Portug'.i1’s palace, the King be.ini; lent tiway to the iflanJs Terc( rus. 
All that came aboard the fliip had put on fneh litu- clothes, that I fcarce knevr tliun 
again. This they do -.it every port, Iteing l./iit tnetraly apparelled, as long iv< they arr; 
at fea. After my coinpliuients to all thofe who had been kind to me during the 
* voyage. 
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age, and particularly to our captain, 1 went afliore to our convent, to exped feme Ihip 
hound for Spain. 

It was not long before an opportunity oifered : Captain Dominick, a native of Cor- 
fica, who was defirous to have a pried aboard him, came to ofl'er me rny paiTag.j in his 
fliip, which w'as to fail in company of two othc-rs, the i-oretto and the Pimceik His 
Ihip was called the Paradife, and it v.as too good an omen ro refule to be chaplaiit to 
the Paradife.^ Several Dominicans, BenedictiuevS, and other religious men, went aboaru 
with nte, infomuch that one faid, “ We were afraid w'o Ihould want a chaplain, but 
here are enough to keep a choir.” However rliole good religious men, who were very 
uiuch afraid of death, were tio fooncr under lail, l)ut ihey kept tltemfelves (b clofe under 
deck, that not one wTis to be feeii. 'I'hey admired, that 1 being indifpofed,^ the fea did 
me no more harm than if I had been alhore: but 1 laid to them, “ Fathers, you need 
but go to the Indies, and then you will be no more airaid of the Tea than 1 ain.”» 

During this voyage 1 fell, into difeourfe with an Irilhman, though he was a heretic, 
becaufe I found Ibme dii'jiofitlon towards gaining tliat foul to Jefus Chrift, and the more 
iiecaufe he was of an inofl'enlivc 'nature. Ik obferved what I did, efpecitdly when I 
faid mals, and was pieafed to hear the truth; fo that in a fe" days, witli Cod’s allifl- 
ance, witliout which the endeavours of the ableli men are ufelefs, I brought him to 
waver in his opinion. He told me, he wmukl have abiured in public immediately, but 
that lie w ould firff go vifit a brother of his at Cadiz io receive abfcjlutic'n. In fine, 1 
W'as ii.il'ormed by him in that very town, that he was become a Catholic, which never- 
thelels 1 wouhl not publifli, though 1 faw him more pleafant than h(‘ ufed u> be, fearing 
he might <lo like many others, who foinetiines appear very zealous, and yet cfterw'ards 
forfake the good w'ay they were in. 

'I'heugh our fhip was the biggeff of the thre,e our convoy conijiled of, yet our cap¬ 
tain had confented th.it rhe captain of the Loretto, as being the elder, fliould be com¬ 
ma,dore. One day we difeovered a fhip, and it being our captain’s duty to know what 
flic was, he made all the fail he could. AVe fetched her up in a quarter of an hour, 
and tired a gun vvithuut a ball to make her ffrilie, as the ffrongeit ufually do. They, 
inlleail of anfwcring our expeblation, crowiled up all the fail they could, as if they 
w'ould riy, their veffcl being much lefs than ours; that made our captain fufpeft they 
might be Turks, fmee they had put out no ancient, lie fired ai them with kill, and 
put up the red ancient, w'hich made th-'in an.'wer with one gun but without bullet. 
Being very near, tin- captain made a trumpeter, who fpoke fevciil languages, hail 
them, lie fpoke to them in French, becaufe they had put up white colours, hut we 
fufpefling it was « cheat, b*d them ftind fomeliody on board, 'i he\ launched their 
pinnace, and the mafter came aboard, by whom we w'cre informed, that the imagined 
i'urk was a vellel laden with lali-fifli from Nantes, and bound for the illands Madciras. 
l.’hcy drank the healths of the Moll Chriftian K.ingt and the republic of Genoa, and* 
every one made the befl of his way. 

At lafl we came to an anchor in that, gre.at and noble port of Cadiz, one of the mofl 
famous in Fairopc, full of an infinite number of Ihips, galleys, barks, caravels, tartans, 
and other vefl'els, which 1 was allured at that time amounted to an hundred fail. Juft 
at the entrance of tire harbour we faw tw'cnty-five Ihips of an extraordinary bulk. There 
is a continual refort of fljips from all parts of the world, even from the Indies; and it 
is ufual there to fee thirty or forty fail come in or go out in*a day, as if they were but 
little boats. I went afliore with an Italian gentleman, and fome Spanifh merchants, .and 
we were all of us prefently flopped by the cuflom-houre officers: 1 gave an account of 
myfelf, and fo did the gentleman ; but he added he was a foldier in the King’s icrvice, 
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and they let him pafs ; the Spaniards faid fo too, and we caufed our goods to be loaded 
to go to our feveral homes. No fooner were we in the town, but the chief officer of 
the cuftom-houfe, with his followers, flopped the porters, and bid them carry the goods 
to the cuftom-houfe. The Spaniards faid they were all cleared, and there was no need 
of further fearch. I'he cuftomer gave a furly anfwer ; one word drew on another, fo 
they came to ill language, and from ill language to blows. An hundred fwords were 
iirawn in a moment, but they were thronged fo clofe together, that they fought with 
the points of their fwords up, ftriking one another with the pummels, anif making fuch 
a noife, that one w-ould have thought they were going to cut one anotlier in pieces. 
The duft flew fo thick, there was no feeing one another, and the field of battle being 
near the harbour, the people ran thither in crowds, feilring there were many killed and 
wounded. There was much crowding to part the combatants, hearing iheir cries, and 
the clattering of their fwords ; but what abundance of rational fober people could not 
do, was done in a moment by four drunken knglifinnen, who, to make way to go to 
their fbips, began to throw Hones fo furioully, that every man thought tlu-mfelves happy 
enough that his legs were found enough to«run away, d’hofc who w'cre fighting, not 
thinking it fafe to Hand that fliower of ftoncs, made their efcape in an inflant, fome one 
way, and fome another. 

I repaired to our monaftery, where my fever, which had granted me no refpile, in- 
creafed, and kept fiie in bed a month, being forced in that time»to be fix times hhjoded 
again, and that while our fliips were gone. Before 1 could continue my journey into 
Italy, I took the opportunity of going to the flirine of St. James the apoftle in Chilicia, 
and, to that purpofe, aflbeiated myfelf with a Milanefe religious man of the third order 
of St. Francis,* with wiiom I embarked for Porto. A ftormy fort of gale carried us 
thither in a few hours, from whence we w'ent by fea to Birona, and from Birona with 
much difficulty afoot to Compoflella, wiicre we vifited the famous church of St. Janies 
the apoftle. The canons of this church are all, clad in fcarlet, and called cardinals. 
They told us, that none rnufl fay mafs at the faint’s altar but prelates and grandees of 
Spain, for which jeafon the facriftan would not permit us to fay at that altar. The 
faint’s flirine is placed on the altar, with his image upon it, fo that the pilgrims who go 
thither for their devotion, afeend four or five ftejxs, and put their hat on the head of that 
effigies, 'vvhich is clad like a pilgrim, 'i'herc are abundance of filver lamps about it, 
but they arc all black, as if they were of wood. Having faid a Pater and Ave, we 
went aw'ay ; and the Father told me, that if he thought it was as he found it, hew'ould 
never have come into the country. I lodgetl at a goldfmith’s, w’ho treated us at table 
with Florence wine, Bolonia faulage.s, and Parmefim cheeffi; vvhich .made me admire 
that Italian wines and provilions fhould be found in fo diflanl a country, and w'e may 
.well fay, it is the garden of the Vvorld. 

AVe had received information thdt, at Cape Finifterro, there w'as a fliip ready to fail 
for Cadiz, vvhich made us hailen otir departure. Juft as the captain was going into 
his boat to einba.’‘k, we got liiither; and, though 1 knew he was a heretic, I begged 
of him to give me my paft'age to Cadiz aboard his fliip for God’s fake. He, wiiliout 
anfvvering, made me a fign to go into the boat, vvhidi, when I had done, feeing he 
had not anfivered me, and perhaps becaufc he ilid not underltand Spanifh, 1 fpoke to 
him in Portuguefe; then he anfwcrcd I was welcome, and that he would not only carry 
me to Cadiz, but to Seville, if I would. I thankyd him for his charitable ciffer: but 
my companion, w'ho would have been glad to bt? in fitch a Iiabit as mine, was forced 
to pay for his paffage. It was a great I'lnglifli man of war of feventy guns, and three 
hundred men, loaden with anchors, and other nav^al flores. It was bound by order of 
“ Hi.s 
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His Britannic MajcRy to all the ports of Spain, to find out twenty-four frigates belong- 
ing to.that crown, lent againR the Turks, and was to furnilli them with what they 
wanted. 

When we were out at fea, I faw the captain with a profpeclive glafs endeavoured to 
difcover fome fails that appeared at a great diftarcc; after which, he went ii-o his 
cabin, and talked to his officers in Englffh, who went to give out orders, and pn. ently 
after the drums began to beat, and the foldieis to take their polls. My coinpanio-.; and 
I gueft they w^re making ready to fight, though wc faw no ihips, but tliey had I’ecn 
them. Wc dire&ed our courfe towards them, lailing with a fide-wnid, and addin'- two 
fmall fails on the fides of the main-fhcct; Ih tinit having fourteen fails abcvird, wc Hew 
like the wind itfelf, and cut the v ater in a iiudl violent manner. 

Within an hour we came up with the two Ihips the captain Iiad deferiech and they 
having put out no colours, he gave them a gun to bring them in ; but they l. eiiig they 
were two to one, and, doubtlefs, never imagining our fliip was f) well manned, an- 
fwiu'cd with a bullet, and, at tlic fame time, wc heard from one d’ thofe fliips a con- 
fufeJ noife of voices as it were of people that complained. Our captain faid he did not 
quefiiou l)ut one was a Turldlli veffiel that had taken the other which was a Ciiriftian, 
and it proved fo. At the fame time hc^ furled his fails, and gave them a broad-iide of 
twenty guns, which made fuch a thundering a-, would da.uui the bravcll heart. It was 
happy for us we had the wind, which carried all our fmoke upon llicTurks. Yet they 
fired like madmen from both ffiips, for the prii:e was manned widi 'rurlulh failors and 
Ibkliers, and the poor Chrillians were forced againll tlieir will to hclj) at the guns, the 
chief of tlicm being put into irons. 'J’he cannonading continued an iiour and a iialf, 
and, not knowing what the event might be, the Father of the third order and 1 coti- 
fofled to one another, lie was vexed at heart to be in that bufm.ls, hur T armed my- 
fell with patience againll whatever might happen, v.Filll no hall reached me. 

Our captain perceiving the fight wasjike to hold, caufed one of the enemies to be 
boarded, grappling with them to come to handy llrokes. Then it was we began to 
hear the groan., and cics of ihe poor w'oimdcd men lying about the deck one upon 
another, and ferving to llieltcr thofe that fought. Tlie attack was furious, and (he re¬ 
finance vigorous; but the enemy being inferior in number, began to git e way and 
yield. Our men without lofing time leaped aboard, put the Tuiks in irons and let 
the Cliriltians at liberty, who took up arms to be revenjujd cf the infidels, and to 
fecurc the liberty they had newly obtained. The other vcii'el being left alone lied for 
ir, but our brave captain jbon had all things in order, and put men aboard the prize, 
which being lefs than his Ihifg co’dii Imlter purfue the other that lied, which being 
loaded witii goods taken From Chn'ftians was foon I'etchctl up I)y .he odier we had 
taken, that had notliing aboard but provifions and ammunition. 'J’lic'y fired fome 
guns, but perceising our great Ihip came up and was within canuon-fliot, yielded. The 
lieutenant, who Iiad ilie command of the firlt given him, vVnt to take polfeifioii of the 
other, putting the Turks in irons, and rek'afing tlte Chrillians, who were in number 
fourfeonmn all, failors, mcrcliants, and paffengers, beilJes tuelw; that were killed : of 
the Turks there were a hundred and thirty, tiu- rell being cdher killetl or dangcroully 
wounded. 

The three lliips drew clofc together, and our captain ordered all the Chrlfiians to be 
brought before him, who all knell down to thaitk him for tlieir deliverance out of the 
hands of thofe barbarians: he alkcd who was their captain j and a lufty man half llript 
told him in Spanilh it was he; and afterwards inPortuguefc, which our captain imcler- 
Itood better, gave an account how they had been taken: that failing from Malaga 
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laden with wine, and being out of the ftraits' near Cape St. Vincent, that Turkifli fhip, 
which carried no goodg, but was well manned with about two hundred and twenty-five 
foldiers and failors, had attacked him, and being much the ftronger made themfelves 
mailers of his veflel after fome refiftance. The captain bid them go drfefs themfelves,. 
and take poflefiion of his fhip again, making the Englilh come out. They returned' 
, him abundance of thanks, and begged of him to convoy them to Cadiz, fiuce he was 
bound thither a.s well as they, which our captain granted them. The Englilh divided 
themfelves, fome aboard our lliip, and foine aboard the Turk, put all.things in order, 
and held on their courfe rejoicing that they had killed two birds with one hone, having 
taken the 'J’urk, and delivered the Spaniards, among whom there were fome Neapolitans, 
Milanefes, .and Flemings. * , 

As we proceeded on our voyage, making all the fail we could, the Iky began to 
grow dark on a hidden; and fearing fome ftorm was gathering, we lowered our fails, 
which indeed was done jull in time, for but a moment after the wind blew fo outrage? 
oully that there was no keeping the Ihip to her courfe, but Ihe was left to the mercy 
of the w'ind. Then W'cre there heard throughout the veflel fuch hollowing and calling 
as incrcafed the terror of approaching death; yet the captain bid us fear nothing, for 
that the fliip being new would certainly bring us olF: however we did not ccafe to offer 
up our fervent prayers. The Father feeing we were every moment in danger of perifli- 
ing, told me weMiad done ill in going aboard thofe heretic?, who are always under 
cxCbmmunication; but I anfwered, “ Thofe w'ho travel about the world mull: make a 
virtue of ncceflity.” In the meanwhile the man at the topmall-head cried, Land, Land. 
The captain ran up, and perceived we were on the coall of Barbary, the ftorm having 
carried us a great way up the Mediterranean j for which reafon, before any Turks might 
difeover us, he gave orders to ftecr towards Oran, a ftroiig place belonging to the 
King of Spain. We got thilher in lefs than an hour, the wind blowing fo hard, and 
gave God thanks for delivering us from the J'qrks, the wind, if wc had not minded it, 
carrying us dircclly to Algier. 

Our cajilain yvent afliore next morning witli fome of his officers and the Spanifli 
captain; they went to the governor, and gave him an account of our fight, and he in 
the name of His Catholic Majefty thanked the Englilh. This fortrefs feerns to be of 
great aonfequcnce, and in a manner impregnable; it is well provided with cannon, 
and very ferviceable to Chriftians when they are drove by ftorras upon the coaft of 
Barbary, there being no other place where Chriftians can put in. Next morning the 
wind being fair, wc weighed anchor, and loon arrived at Cadiz. 1 had thoughts of 
going alhore to our monaftery, but the captain told mc,»that he having fome bufinefs 
at Seville had hired a bark to go thither, and that if I plcafed he would carry me in it 
for God’s fake, wiiich made me not negteft fo good an opportunity. I llaid about a 
day till he had difpatchcd fome bufinefs he had at (^dia, and then we fet out, carry¬ 
ing thirty men with us to 'i\i\v in cafe the wind failed us. We touched at St. Lucar, 
ftaid there fome hours, and having kept going all night, arrived at Seville. I thanked 
him fur fo many favours 1 had received of him, declaring I was fo much the more I'en- 
hh!e of their greatnefs, bccaiife 1 could not have received more from a Catholic. He 
made me I'ucli an anfwcr, as implied that Capuchins were iij good efteem among 
them. 

1 went to our monaftery, which is great confidcring our poverty, and, has a con- 
fiderable number of religious men. There I continued eight days, as well to reft 
myfelf, as to fee the town, which would not be unlike Milan were the ftreets haiidfome 
and wide; the dome is nothing inferior to that at Milan, only that it is not of marble, 
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tiut of a ftone foniewhat like it, yet fofter and eafier to work. It is the cuHom 
throughout all Spain to make their choir and high altar in the middle of the church, 
particularly in cathedrals, which is very inconvenient where there is a great refort of 
people, though otherwife they are great and ftately ftruftures. The fteeple is fo large 
and well-built, that a man may go up to it on horfeback, or in a litter: going up to 
It, 1 was furprifed to fee fo many bells, for there are no lefs than three and thirty. 
Whilft we were there they came to ring them, and all being to ring but two or three 
that belonged to the clock, we made hafte down for fear of being ftunned with the 
terrible noife of their clattering: as foon as we were in the ftreet, they began to ring 
with fuch a noife, that if founded as if all the bells in the town had been rung. 

1 went to fee tlie King’s garden, which is fine enough, and has abundanqe of w'ater- 
works, orange and lemon trees, yet there is nothing in it but what w'e have in Italy 
in greater plenty. I vifited the convent of the Recolets, which is very large, but of 
an ancient llrufturc; there arc in it above one hundred and fifty religious men, befides 
thofe in the infirmary. The bell they ring to call to the refedory is twice as big as 
that which ferves our church. The canons of this city are very rich, and always go 
in coaches drawn by four mules: they then expected Monfeigneur Spinola an Italian, 
who had the archbifliopric of that city conferred on him. 

I fet out from thence a-foot for Cordova, palling through Carmona, and other fraall 
places, of which I will give no account for fear of tiring the reader ;• yet I cannot for- 
get the wretched road, where there is neither houfe nor tree, nor fo much as w'atinr to 
cool one’s mouth, to be found. This made me provide a bottle of w inc, which I 
bad through the alfillance of a gentleman I met on the ro.ad, who bought it for me, there 
being no hopes of having it given me for God’s fake by the inn-keeper. And were it 
not for people of quality that relieve us, it would be impollible for Capuchins to live 
upon charity according to their ways, the people being wholly Arrangers to giving of 
alms. Being in a town where we havp no convent, I begged fome bread for God’s 
fake of a baker, which w'as fo furprifing to him, that he Hood in amaze like a man 
befides himfelf: I left him and his bread, for fear, it I lliould beg any longer of him, 
he would be quite befide himfelf. I continued my journey, begging of God that he 
would foon let nre get out of a country where there was fo little charity. 

Being come to Cordova, I went to our monallery, where I was forced to be jjlisfied 
with the Spanilh difli they call Olla Podrida, lignifying a rotten pot; which name is 
not improper, for it is an extravagant medley of feveral things, as onions, garlic, 
pumkin, cucumber, wliite-beots, a bit of pork and two of mutton, which being boiled 
with the reft are almoft loft. . 'I’hc fatliers allcctl me whether I liked it; I told them it 
was very fit to kill*me, Being as I was almoft fick, and fo weak that I had need of 
fome better reftorative than that Podrida, to which I was not ufed. They put fo much 
falfron in it, that had I not been ||cIlow enough already with my diftemper, that alone 
might have been enough to dye my Ikin of that colom.' It is a great dainty for 
Spaniards, but a feurvy inefs for thofe that are not ufed to it. 

The cathedral on the outfide looked to me bigger than all the town, and I was not 
deceived, for being in it, I was amazed to behold a church I'o large, that from one 
fide of it a man can fcarce fee the wall on the other; and were it. proportionable in 
height, it would be one of the wonders of the world : there are on th^ infide ten rows 
of pillars, and fifteen pillars in each row: the middle ille is very fpacious after the 
modern manner, and gilt about the* high altar and choir. A canon told me there 
were,in it three hundred and fixty-lix altars; on the chief of them is a-very large 
tabernacle all of precious ftones, which has a revenue of three thoufand livres appru- 

B li 3 priated 



i88 


VOYAGE TO CONGO BY ANGELO AND CAHLI. 


priated to it. In a large cliapel there is a great filver ciboritim that weighs ninety-fix 
ounces. I obferved upon a pillar ftanding by itfelf, a man painted kneeling : they 
told me it was the picture of a Chriftian who had been many years a flave in that town 
when it was in the; polTcflion of the Moors, and had with his nails carved a crofs upon 
that pillar: it was fliewed me, and a man would have thought it had been done with 
a penknife. I believe he was very long about it, for the pillar is very fine marble. 
This city is fituated in a great vale, a river running by the w'alls; formerly it ran 
through the midft of the city, which was then very large, but at prefent indifferent, 
and has in it nothing elfe remarkable that I know of. 

I fet out for Alcala la Real, and met with fome Spaniards, who told me that Anda- 
lufia was i:he garden of Spain: whereupon 1 faid to inyfelf, God keep me from the 
reft of Spain if this be the garden, I had better return to fea. That tow'n flands upon 
a hill, and I faw luithing remarkable in it. Granada, whither I w'cnt next, is a 
beautiful and very large city, but yet inferior to Seville. Our fathers have two monafteries 
there, one for a novitiate, the other to ftudy ; the cathedral is not yet finifhed. The 
palace of the Moorifli kings, called the Alhambra, ftands upon a hill; which, though 
very high, has plenty of water. There are Inch abundance of rooms in this palace, 
that a man may lofe himfelf, as if he were in a labyrinth. There are tw'o baths, where 
tile Moors ufed to wafli thcmfelves, one of hot water, the other of cold : the ceilings 
of the rooms are*Vcry curious, being made of a coloured pkufter that flill looks new. 
Th#c is another hill on which the inlidels did put holy martyrs to death, and where 
abundance of relicks are kept. 

From Granada I went to Lcrenna, the wine of which place is looked upon to be the 
beft in Spain', but the people fpeak fuch ill Spanifti, that they are hardly to be under- 
ftood ; they call them Bifcalins. 1 held on my journey to Antequera, a town as big 
as a city. I refted there eight days, in one of our monafteries; and the guardian, 
who did me a thoufand good turns, would Jiavp kept me there as long again. Thence 
I went to Malaga, which is an indift'erent good lea-port (own, very populous, and 
full of trade. The archbifliop is a Dominican, brother to Don John of Auflria : I was 
told his revenue was worth eighty thoufand ducats a year. 

I lay there waiting fome opportunity of fliipping, and finding myfclf ftill very ill, 
my blncding at the nofe, ears, and mouth, not being over, I put myfelf into the hands 
of an Englilh phyfician, who had fo much fuccefs as to mend my condition, for I 
bled only at the nofe ; for eight days I was pretty well, and then relapfcd as bad as 
ever. After waiting fome weeks, a very good opportunity offered : fix Spanilh galleys, 
returning from the ftraits of Gibraltar, came to an anthor. in the port, to take in 
provifions, and go winter at Carthagena : I applied myfelf to the Marquis of Bayona, 
who commanded them; lie was then called Marquis de Santa Cruz, having refigned 
thc' title of Bayona to his fon, wlio is now general of galleys of Sicily. That noble 
lord underftanding 1 was air Italian, did not only grant me my paffage, but would 
have me aboard his galley ; and though 1 could fpeak Spanilh, would have me con- 
verfe witli liim in my mother-tongue, becaufe he fpoke Italian to perfection, having 
been formerly general of the gallies of Naples and Sicily. The prieft belonging to 
thofe galleys having been left fick at Carthagena, during our paftage I had the polt of 
chaphtin, and co.nft;fl'or to his excellency. 

Our voyage lailcd fifteen clays, and in that Ihort time I found what it was to be at 
fea in g-.illies : 1 envied their hapitincfs who were aboard great fhips, which are more 
commodious and expeditious than galleys. The bad weather made us put back "three 
times j a calm enfuing, we made way with our oars; difeovering a fail by the moon- 
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light, the oars were hard plied to fetch it tip : when we were near, flic fet up Englifli 
colours, yet we hemmed her in, and gave her a gun. She anfwered, and the captain 
launching his boat, came aboard His Excellency. That veflel appeared like a moun¬ 
tain to us that were aboard the galleys, the ftern was all gilt; they were cruizing upon 
the Turks, whom they mortally hate; and did all princes follow their example, 1 be¬ 
lieve thofe wicked pirates would fcarce ftiew their heads at fea. 

Wc held on our courfe to Almcria, where we continued two days, laying in water 
and other frefli provifions: the town is neither large nor populous, but feems to have 
been confulerable in the time of the Moors, being encotnpafl'ed by mountains, and 
defentled by a good fort; it is adorned with abundance of fountains of very pure and 
wholeforne water. As I was there, quenching my thirft, proceeding from the fever 
and efl'ufion of blood, I heard the warning-piece for failing, and returned aboard the 
galleys. We fet out about night-fall, being fainted by the fort, and in our way 
took three Turkifli brigantines; the men were diftributed among the gallies, and the 
velfels manned with Chriflians and 'I’urkifti Haves. At lalt wc arrived at Carthagena, 
where is an excellent port formed by nature, fliut in with mountains and very fafe, 
efpccially for galleys. The town feems to have been formerly confiderable, but is at 
pref'ent the moll; tvretched place in Spain ; for after the inhabitants had Itoned their 
biliiop, they were feven j^ears without rain, but it feems God took compaffion on them 
after that, for now it rains twice or thrice a year ; however the country is barj’en, 
and they carry bil’cuit thither out of Italy, to maintaiir the people belonging to the 
galleys that winter there. Tlicncc 1 went to C'.aravaca, where I faw the holy crofs 
brought by an angel frnni heaven, tind let on an altar where a ijricft was faying mafs 
without a crofs. 1 went on to Valencia, ;i vorv fine city, delightful for its gardens, 
the plcal'antefl: of which is the archbifhop’s. 'I'hcnce to Murcia, and Alicant, a little 
town, but (.f good trade, the lioull s high and well built: having ftaid there five days, 
I continued my journey through J'ort^tfa and larragona, where there is a beautiful 
dome, and tlien came to Montlerrat: this place infpi-es refpect, and draws tears from 
tlie eyes of thole wiio go tliither with a fpirit of devotion. There arenas many chapels 
as mylleries of the holy rufiry. One would think all the w'ay to it was hewed 
out, it being ail tiirough a rock. 'Ehere is a very great number of filvcr and gold 
lamps, and I’oinc of amber, the ornaments of the altars being anfwerablc that 
grandeur. There are continually pilgrims on the road going thither, or returning from 
thence. 

From our Lord of Montferrat, I went to Barcelona, the capital city of Catalonia, 
and a bilhopric : I cefided thdfe fix weeks, becaufe of a pain 1 felt, which made me 
unfit even to ride a horfeback. Three monafleries we have there, are out of the town: 
that of St. Matrona is upon the fide of a hill under the fort, and in the church 
is the body of that faint. The facond is that of St. ^ ubalig, where that faint’s houfe 
Hood, among the mountains, two miles from the city, anif that is the novitiate. The 
third is that of Mount Calvary, not that it is feated on a mountain, but it is fo called 
becaufe of three erodes there are in it: to this it was I betook inyfclf, becaufe it is 
the greatdl, and has an infirmary. Thofe Catalonian fathers received me with extra¬ 
ordinary civility, el'pecially when they underftood 1 came from fo far a country. The 
city is large and beautilul, abounding in all things neceflary for humandife, and would 
be the moff confiderable place in thofe parts, had it a fafe harbour for great drips. 
I took notice of the mufic they ufe upon rejoicings, for inftead of violins at weddings, 
they have fifes and trumpets, w'hich make the church lhake. 

During 
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During my (lay at Barcelona, there came thither one of our lay-brothers, 'whofe 
jiame was Peter de Seffari, from Argier, where he had been ranfoined among other 
Haves by the Catholic King: he had been taken fix months before, with F. Luis of 
Palermo, in their way from Cagliari to Saflari. Thofe two Capuchins being carried to 
Argier, F, Luis found no difficulty to get his living by preaching, mafles, and hearing 
confeffions, and could befides ])ay his mafter to whofe fliare he fell, fo much a month 
as they agreed upon ; for which reafon he was not put to the oar, but was allowed to 
go about the town freely; fo when they were about ranfoming of him, his mafter fet 
him at three thoufand ducats, whereas the brother was fold for three hundred, being 
only fit for the oar; and it being eafier to raife that (um, ho was firft ranfomed. I pro-, 
pofed to him to go into Italy, and his head was fo pofl'efted with his late misfortune, 
that he gave me to underftand that his only defign was to return home as foon as he 
could,. We rcfolved, therefore, to lay hold of the opportunity of a bark bound for 
Sardinia, the captain whereof, D. Carlos dc Pifa, a very devout Catalonian, received 
us very courteoufly : we were two hundred and fifty fouls aboard that bark, which fet 
fail with a fair gale. 'I'he wind being v&ry briik, we had made much way, and were 
entering the gulph of Lions, ^^hen tlie weather becoming boilterous, it grew to one 
of tlic moft terrible ftorms imaginable, the waves tolling our bark like a nut fliell, 
and mountains of water covering of it every foot. The diforder, confufion, and efpe- 
cially the cries oT the women, ten’ified thole that were molF inured to fuch tempells, 
'i'he worft of it was, that the fcamen could not hear one another, with the noife of the 
,fea and of the pafl’engers, which obliged the captain to draw his fword, to drive all 
thofe under deck who could not help, but only ferved to hinder the failors : all upon 
the deck and in the cabin were wet; the vefl'el feemed to be ready to overfet with the 
beating of the fea, which drove all the people to that fide which inclined, when a 
wave liruck againft it with fuch violence tliat it broke the laftiings of one of the guns, 
'i'he cannon being loofe ran down to the lovwr fide with fuch fury, and gave fuch a 
Ihock, that it a wonder the bark was not ftaved : the noife it made increafed the 
terror, which the darknefs of the night fpread. The failors wet and fpent, refolvcd to 
Jet the bark run before the wind, provided ftie did not run aground. 1 thought with 
jnyfelf, how conies it about that I who have twice crofl'cd the ocean, ftiould come now 
to be browned in a puddle of water j for to fay the truth, I never thought myfelffo 
;icar being call away as at that time, feeing one of the marts fjient, the fails half-rent, 
the bark battered, and the feamen all cart down. This ftorm lafted all night, fo that 
vve knew not whither we were going. About day-break the fea feemed to grow fome- 
what ftiller, and the Iky clearing by the rifing ol' the ‘fun,, we difeovered mountains, 
which were not above a league from us, and found we were on the coaft of Spain 
near Cape Gala. So that perceiving I was drove back, and had in fix hours fpace loft 
near as much ground as I made hi fix months, 1 refolved to go no more to fea. liowever 
w'e foon took heart, for i^iilft we were making to fliore, there ftarted up fuch a frefli 
gale from the north, that the pilot thought it would not be amifs in fome meafure to 
regain the time and ground we had loft. We bent our courfe for Catalonia, and in a 
few hours arrived at Mattalona, our pilot’s native country. 

Being come to an anchor, 1 landed with my companion whom I had not fecn during 
the (lonn, and we went to reft us at our convent, which ftands on a hill without the 
town. 1 dcQ Tried to have ftaid there fome time, but underftanding the pibt would fail 
up to Ablaiu, which is a better harbouft, I fullered niyfelf to be tempted to make ufe 
of that couvcniency^ being willing to put to fea again, as foon as I was afliore, becaufe 
of the diftenipcr I ilill laboured under. In a few hours we got to Ablana, and iivent to 
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our monaflery feated on a rock in a peninfula joined to the town by a fmall heck of 
land i fo that the fea ferves for an inclofure to the nionaftcry and garden, which I 
thought the fineft lituation of any convent of our order, the air being very letnperafe. 

1 acquainted my companion that I intended to flay there fqrne time, in order to return 
home through France, a more worthy object for my ciiriofity than Sardinia. The crew 
of our veffei, and particularly the oilicers, who were all halians, hearing of it, came to 
confeflion to me, cxprefling how' much they were concerned that I fliould leave them. 
’I'hcy failing agaiu for Sardinia, I reded eight days in that delicious jdace, and then fet 
out with two companions for Girona; fo that 1 faw almoll all Catalonia, which is a 
very fruitful country, and the people extraordinarily well tempered. From Girona I 
went to liigueras on the borders of Spain ; w hence eroding fbnic mountains,, I entered- 
upon the earldom of Roufillon, and the firfl ti)wn of it called Gerat. 

From Ccrat 1 went to Touy in the vale of Perpignan, and I remember I there pafTed 
over a river upon a bridge that has but one arch, the feet whereof red upon two hills, 
fo that the middle of it is a prodigious height, and frightful to look down. They fay 
there is not fo high an arch in all France, and for my part I mud own I have not feen 
any like it in all thofc parts of the world where I have been. I faw all the country 
about full of foldiers; and afking what might be the reafon, w'as told, that country had 
once belonged to the crown of Spain j but being fince under the dominion of France, 
and the price of fait being raifed, the people had revolted j for which rl'afon troops had 
been fent thither from Languedoc to quell them. 

Perpignan, which I law next, is a fort rojal leated on a high rock, encompall'ed by 
three lofty walls with good ditches, and well dored with canjion. 'J'o appearance it 
looks impregnable, yet the Mod Chridian King took it after a fiege of eight months^^ 
which was the eafier for him to do, becaufe there is a very populous town adjoining to 
the fort; for had it been a fort alone without a town, eight monihs had not been enough; 
to darve the place, where they might have laid up three years provilion. Our monaf- 
tery there is wiihoiit the town. 

Ilaving pafl'ed the n.^^untains, I came to Narbonne, through the inidd of which there 
runs a river that falls into the fea a league off. 'I’he city is not large, but very popu¬ 
lous, as ase all the cities and towns in France. Tlic churches are net Iieautifiil, but 
there is fuch a refort of people to them, efpecially upon holidays, that there b^carce 
room for the prieft to turn himfelf at the altar. 'Phe priclls of the church of St.Judus 
are habited like monks. I’hc two deeples have a notable echo, which is plcafant to 
hear. 

Next I faw the tq,wns qf I.anguedoc and Provence that lay in my road, whereof I 
ffiall fay but little. Beziers dands on a hill in a delightful country, and w'cll watered; 

I went to the cathedral to fee the archbilhop Monfigneur de Bonzy, a I’lorcntine, but 
he was then abfent. He has been fmee made archbilhop of Toloufc, and His Moll 
Chridian Majedy’s ambadador at Madrid. Yet the King billows him the revenue of 
his bilhoprick, till it is bellowed on another. In this church 1 took notice of a very 
large organ over the great gale, where there .are only tliofe pipes that appear outward 
in light, the others being dillributed by three and three among the pillars, whidv makes 
the church (hake when,they play, though it is extraordinarily great, which is a notable 
piece of curiofity. . 

Tholoufe is a city worth feeing, for the great number of relics kept there, as alfo for 
its greatnefs, and the number of its inhabitants; which made me take care not to go-by 
the cb»rches when mafs or vefpers were ending, the throng being fo great that it would 
have forced me back. 
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Agde, an aadent town, where was held the council called Agatenfe. In our mo&af* 
tery, which is on the ftrand, there is a miraculous image of our Lady; for the fea hav¬ 
ing three times fwelled up to the town, has never encroached fince the image was placed 
there, but rather gone back, for which reafon it is called Noftre Dame de Gue. 

Arles, an archbi/hopric, and populous enough. 

Martegues, a place curious to behold, for it is divided into four hamlets built upon 
the fea, with bridges from one to the other. We have two monafteries, one at each 
end of the town; in one of which there are fourteen religious men, and twelve in the 
other ; aui' there being none of any other order, they hear confeffions there, as they 
do in France, Spain, Germany, and fome parts of Italy. The only fupport of this town 
almoll is f^flting, there being eight hundred tartans fdr this j)urpofe, bcfides a vaft num¬ 
ber of little boats that cover a great part of the fea. 

Thence I went to Aix the capital city of Provence, and to Marfeilles, a confiderable 
town, and of great trade, yet not fo large as I had fancied it. The harbour is very 
handfome and lafe, more efpecially for barks and galleys, bccaufe great Ihips cannot go 
in loaden. There I faw twenty five galleys laid up clofe by one another, and in tlie 
inid/l of them the royal galley, which all veffels that come into that port falute with a 
gun. Her ftern is finely carved, and gilt. True it is, llie is not fo big as the royal gal¬ 
ley of Spain I faw at Carthagena, which carried the emprefs: this town has three forts, 
of which the now one at the mouth of the harbour has three walls, and four on one 
fide. His Mod Chrillian Majefty has caufed the v^all that inclofcd the fide next to the 
hill to be thrown down to enlarge its compafs, which has brought our monaltery into 
the town, and wall make it much more confiderable, being filled with a valt multitude 
of people of all nations: feveral bodies of faints, and abundance of relics are to be 
fecn there, particularly St.Andrew’s crofs. I went to fee the churches of St.Maximin 
%nd St. Beaume; they arc places that inlpire devotion, and draw tears from the hardeft 
hearts. ^ 

I took fliip for Ciotat and Toulon. 'J’his is an indifferent town, but the port very 
confiderable, and capable of receiving any number of the biggeft veffels; I faw the 
Royal Luis, w'hich muff be finilhed by this time, and carries a hundred and tw'enty 
guns; it has three galleries, and the fiern all gilt, as are the fides, head and cabins. 
The glider that w'as about it told me they had already laid out three thoufand crowns 
in leaf gold. 1 took the opportunity of a veffcl bound for Savona: the firll day we 
failed right afore the wind, and at night put into Si.Troinpes; but the next day the 
bad weather forced us into a place where there were but two houfes, at a great dillance 
from the city Graffe, which Hands on a hill encompafl'ed.by other hills, fo that we could 
fcarce fee it at fea, and therefore w'e muff cither go thither, 'or ftarve. Finding myfelf 
fomewhat hot of that which iho phyficians at Marfeilles called a heftick fever, maidng 
me unfit to travel, I lay down to ilcep under a tree, but hunger would not fuller me 
to clofe my eyes. Being tS^'JS weary of myfelf, and not able to go to Graffe as the 
others did, I knew not what courlc to take, when God, who has always relieved me in 
diftrefs, as I have often f aind by expeiience in my travels, ordained that I Ihould meet 
a perfon that to me feemed of fome note, and faid to me, “ Father, what do you here all 
alone ?” “ My dillcmpcr,” faid I, “ which you may difeern my looks, has made 

me ft-ay here; J3ut at prefent hunger torments me more than my fever.” lie anfwered, 
“ 1 am come in tlnit covered felucca you fee near that rock, and it is ntine; I have 
caught fome pilchers, if you pleafe we will fup together.” The offer was very pleafing 
to me, as any man may imagine, and fo I follov/cd him very readily. We w^t into 
the felucca, where two feamen had made all ready. “ How lhall we do,” faid he. 
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“ ,fot we have no bread but bifcuit ?’* “ Any thing is good in the time of need/' faid 
I, “ and I have been often without bread or bifcuit.” That good man talked to me in 
Portuguefei which I admired, being fo far from that country, and therefore I aflced him 
whether he was a i*ortuguefe. He told me he was not, but that he had been there 
fomedme. 

We began to eat and drink, without regarding that the fun ihined violently hot in 
our faces, hunger making me lay about me, and giving an excellent relifli to any fort 
of meat. Having eaten, and given thanks to Almighty God, we walked along the 
fhore difcourfing* together; I ftepped forwards alone to fee a dolphin that made a noife 
in the water, as if it had been fighting with another filh, and was bufy throwing feme 
ftones at him. When 1 had done, I looked about and found that good man did not 
follow me, which made me turn back for fear he fhould be gone before I could return 
him thanks ; but I fought him in vain, nor could I difeover the felucca. I went back 
to the place where it lay, and faw nothing, which put me almofl; befide myfelf. And 
indeed when I refleft upon it, I cannot tell what to think. One thing I know, which 
is, that having carefully examined thofe that were left aboard our brigantine, whether 
they had feen that felucca that came to the fliore with three men in it; they anfwered, 
they had feen no creature, though they had been all the while alhore filhing in that 
little creek. I held my peace, and in my heart thanked God, the fource of all that 
is good, for that he had been pleafed, Avithout any defert of mine,* to relieve me in 
that diftrefs, into which I had fallen for his fake. Whether it was by the hands of 
a man, or of an angel, I could not tell, but I felt an unfpeakable comfort; and fuch 
it was, that had my health permitted, I fhould have certainly returned to pongo, fince 
I could ftill make ufe of my miflioner’s patent which was not yet expired. 

Next day we went aboard, and failing before the wind, arrived near to Nice; bufe 
the port not being fafe, went on to Villa hkanca, where I went to our rnonaftery, which 
looks like a paradife amidft fo many high mountains, and fo many uncouth rocks. 
Three days after, I fet out aboard a Genoefe galley, which carried me fafe to Monaco; 
this is a place of couf.derable ftrength, very pleafiint and delightftd.. Thence I took 
the opportunity of a brigantine bound for Savona ; but w'e had like to have perillied in 
a ftorm, and were forced back. I would not truft the fea again, after finding it fo 
mercilefs and uncertain, for fear left, after fo many dangers as I had gone thioligh, I 
fhould at lafb be fhipwrecked in the very harbour. I thought the land would be more 
favourable to me, and making fhort journeys, took my way through Menton, St. Remy, 
which is as it w'ere the paradife of Italy, Savona, Seftri di Ponente, and Genoa. In 
the moT’aftery callejl the pionception, which is without that city, I expeded my fupe* 
riot's ot-ders, having fent them an account of my return. A violent fever which held 
me forty days, had like to have done the work a hedic fever could not perform in 
three years. It was a comfort for me to be among my acquaintance, who did me abun¬ 
dance of favours. * 

During that time brother Michael de Orvietto came to Genoa from Congo, being 
fent to Rome by the fuperior, to reprefent to the holy congregation de propaganda fide, 
to what a low condition that raiflion was reduced, moft of the miffioners dying in a 
fhort time, and only three remaining in the whole kingdom. He brought us news of 
the death of D. Alvaro King of Congo, and the eledion of another as devout as he. 
Befides, he told us that the Blacks had eaten F. Philip de Galefia, a miffioner of the 
province of Rome, which happened in this manner; the great men having obtaifted 
leave «f the King to burn fuch forcerers as they could find, went to a place where they 
knew they were got together, and fet fire to their cottages. As foon as the flame began 
VOL. xvx. . c c to 
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to rife, they fted, and meeting with F. PhiKp in their way, fell upon, killed and 
him} which the Blacks who purfued them faw by the lignt of the flames, and carried 
the news to St. Salvador. This happened in the province of Sonde, where a duke udio 
is the King’s fubjeft refides. 

Contrary to all expedation I recovered, and pafling through Racenza, came to 
« Bononia, where, God be praifed, I am at this time with fome relife of my diftemper, 
left me by the great fatigues of my travels, thinking my time well enough fpent, if but 
one of two thoufand feven hundred children and youths I baptized, obtains falvation 
through my miniftry. F. Michael Angelo, before he departed this life, told me h^ 
had baptized three hundred and fixteen; and it is no wonder we fhould baptize fo 
many in fo Ihort a time, the people bemg innumerable. A Black told me that a Maco* 
lonte had got fifty-two children upon feveral women. God of his mercy preferve thofe 
that for the future lhall be appointed for this million, for fear if they fail, all thofe 
people Ihould turn Pagans. Be it all to the glory of God, whofe judgments are incom- 
prehenfible, and the means he ufes for our falvation various and wonderful in all 
refpeds. I defire the readers to pray for thofe poor converted Ethiopians, that they 
may perfeverein the faith of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and that we may all together attain 
to our defired port of the kingdom of heaven. Amen. 
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AND 

SEVERAL OTHER COUNTRIES, CHIEFLY IN SOUTHERN AFRICK. 


Bj Jerom Merolla da Sorrento, a Capuchin and Aptotic Miffimer in the,Tear 

Made Englifli from the Italian.* 


THE AUTIIOr’s PRIIFACE. 

T he author of our falvation Chrift Jefus, the only begotten Son of God, defeending 
from the bofom of his Father to vifit our tottering manfions hern on earth, never 
had greater defires than to teach us by his word and works the fecure and infallible way 
to heaven, and thereby to deliver us from the horrid and deplorable flavery defigned 
us by the devil and his minifters; and wherein we were all miferably involved by the 
'fin of our firft parents. Hence it is, that after his moft glorious afeenfibn, he com¬ 
manded his difciples to go preaching his moft holy word through all the habitable parts 
of the earth ; and that in defence thereof, if neceflity fo require, they fhould be readf*' 
to fhed their deareft blood, which all tl^e apoftles and martyrs have accordingly done 
in obedience to his moft holy commands, and for the good and propagation of thd only 
true Catholic cliurch. Now, becaufe the preaching of this word of God to a people 
that were wholly ignorant thereof before, vm one of the greateft of ipiritual undertak- 
mgs, Father Francis da Montelione, a Capuchin Friar, and native of the province of 
Sardinia, determined to go to Congo and other neighbouring kingdoms, to exj^fe his 
life for that purpofe ; and the rather by reafon that thofe people, efpecially the Giaghi, 
were fo far from paying any adoration to the true God, that they facrificed direftly to 
the devil; and what is yet worfe, their oblations were not ftieep and oxen, but men 
and women. Being thus eameftly refolved, this Friar, inflamed folely by fervent 
charity, requefted or the Tacred college de propagandaJidcy permillion for himfelf and 
Ws companions to effed what he had thus propofed j and to the end he might not be 
thought to have any regard to felf^ptereft, he proffered to go gratis^ thereby depriving 
himfelf of what had always been accuftomed to be given fey that college to miffioners, 
and trufting entirely to Divine Providence for fupport. Having obtained leave for him¬ 
felf, he further begged of the faid college that I might go as his compamon, which 
bang likewife granted, I accepted the honour and great fiivour done me, though 1 was 
but Bttle capable of fo ^difficult an undertaking, either in refpefb of my health or ability. 
What follows is the produd of forae few years* obfervations in thofe parts, which, 
though Ihort and imperfed, yet I affure my readers is wholly tru^ and that Specially 
which I have affirmed myfelf to have bteen an eye-witnefs of. 

* Churchill’i CoU. i. 531. 
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Aiithoei puo Argumento Operis. 

QUISQUIS amat Congi fines peragrare nigrantes, 

Africa et Mthiopum cernerc regna^ domus ; 

£thram fiammantemy multiplex clima locoruniy 
Diverfum tegnien corporis^ atque togas ; 

Quadrupedum variant jhboleniy variumque ferarum 
Ortum, Jerpentum lethiferimque genus ; 

Nubivagas acium turbas, volucrcjquc loqpaccs^ 

Fluminis et pontifquamigeriimque pecus ; 

Obliquos amneSy jucundo murmure rivos 
Currentesy vafios aquoreofque finus ; 

Arhoreos foetus, ridentes graminc ripas, 

Plantarum fylvas, fru^ifcrumquc nemus ; 

Multipiices frublusy cpulas, cfcafque, cibofquc, 

Quas humus Europa fundere nq/ira nequit; 

Affedlus, tnorcs, naturas, pralia, ritus, 

Fada, guhernaculum, jus viuliebrefimid*; 

Evenius, cafus, prafiantia mira Jiuporem 
Auribus ac menti, luminibufque fuis. 

Perlcgat hunc libriim, qua dixi namque videbit, 

Ut propria fpedans luce Mkroi.la refert. 

Fr. Angfxus de Neap. PrccAunua. 


A VOYAGE TO CONGO, ^c. 


I’AKT I. 


the 5th of May, in the year of our Lord 1682, and under the pontificate of HGs 
Hoiinefs Pope Innocent XL, we fet fail from Naples in^a felucca for Corfica and 
Sardinia, and arrived at Baftia the capital city of the former, on "^hitfunday, where, 
meeting with a Genoefe fiiip ready to go for the falt-pits, the wind being favourable, we 
immediately went on board her, and foon came up with a large Genoefe floop, with 
only three men on board. 'We hailed her, and begged of the mafter to tranfport us 
miflioners to the bay of Algheri in Sardinia, whither we were bound in quell of fome 
of our companions. Our requell being readily granted, weVxchanged our veffel, and 
coafted along the ifland, often endeavouring to enter the bay; but the wind proving 
contrary, were as often forced back to fea. We had recourl’e tp our prayers, becauie 
in great diftrefs<for want of provifions: however the Divine Providence, that orders all 
things for the beft, faw it not convenient that we Ihould be fo heard as to. land where 
we defued; and therefore, inftead of fulFering lis to proceed on our voyage, we were 
driven back to a fmall port near the point, llere niy compjpipn, being well acquainted 
with the country, would needs goaihore and climb a fmall mountain, intending to beg 

a lamb 
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a lamb for charity of any fliepherd he could meet; as foon as he reached tne top, he 
beg^ to call out to us below with great earneftnrfs, requiring us fpeedily to come up 
to him:| where, when we came, we plainly perceived that, had we turned the point, 
we haia infallibly fallen into the clutches of a Turkilh corfair that lay there upon the 
catch.’ To! be the better convinced of this, we took our glaffes, and found what he 
fliewed us to be real; befides that, feme coral barks he had chafed affured us of the 
truth of it. Then began our mafter ta lift up his hands to heaven, and to offer up ac* 
knowledgments^ wiih a flood of tears to St. Francis for having delivered both him and 
his companions from fo imminent a danger on our account. 

'I'he night following, the pirate being wholly out of fight, and we probably out of 
danger, we went-again on board our Hoop to profecute our interrupted voyage. In few 
hours after arriving at Algheri, we faw near an hundred Genoefe barks fifliing for coral, 
which, it feems, greatly abounds in thofe feas; as alfo for tunny-fifli, and feveral other 
forts, whereof rlicre is great plenty. At our landing in the bay, ■ we iinmediately dif- 
patched a nieflenper to the father-guardian of our monaftery, to acquaiwhim we were 
come afhore, and lo dcfire him to fend us a horfe to carry our baggage to the convent. 
Inftead of a liorll he fciit an ox, that being the bcafl of burden commonly made ufe of 
in this country, 'fhis feemod very flrange to me, efpecially when I undcrflood that he 
was lik( wife a pad upon occafion, and all this by rcafon of the extreme ftnallnefs of their 
horfes; which 1 was the more eafily induced to believe,' when fome Portuguefc gentle¬ 
men told m(‘ that the fame was done in the ifland of Cabo Verde, fubjecl to them, 
where there was a breed between oxen and fhe-affes, which they compaffed by binding 
a frofh cow’s hide upon the flie-afs, and this to the end that the cattle bred of them 
might be expeditious. The confideration whereof I refer to philofophers. 

In this city I fluid about a month, waiting for my companion, who was gone aboqt 
the illand in fearch of the other miflioners, who were to go with us to the kingdom of 
Congo. During my flay the bifliop of the diocefe made a folemn entry into the city, 
and fhewed hitnfelf to be much devoted and well aft'eftod to our order ; for the next day 
after his arrival at his palace, he came to our convent to vifit us. Moreover, on the 
feafl of St. Jolm Baptift, the patron of our church, he aflifted with us at mafs. Like- 
wife, as a farther inflance of his favour, having been informed by fome of our brothers 
that 1 was going on a miflion to the Southern Afric, without any extraordinary provi- 
fion of neceflaries, he gave me a letter of recommendation to feveral of his friends in 
Spain to fupply me with what I wanted ; which kindnefs of his, as it happened, was 
of no ufe to us, becaufe we touched at no port in Spain. 

My companion returning, t>rought along with him only one friaf, named Father 
Francis de Bitti, a preacher, the reft havmg been detained by fome bufinefs. All 
things being now difpatched here, and finding a fhip of Provence ready in the harbour, 
we immedietely embarked and failed towards that country. The captain being nephew 
and brother to two of our order, ufed us very courteoullf, not only while we were on 
board him, but after ou|^ landing, inviting us to his houfe, where we ftaid for fome 
time; and to complete his civility towards us, underftaiiding that the King of Portugal’s 
fleet waited at Villa Franca to carry His Royal Highnefs the Duke of Savoy to Portugal 
(whither he was going to folemnize his nuptials with the Infanta of that kingdom), he 
would needs take a felucca at his own charge to conduft us to that port, where we foon 
after arrived, and were received with great joy and civilities by the Portuguefe com- 
mwiders, telling us that if we could not find conveniences elfewnere in their fhips,- we 
mighc oblige them in accepting of their own cabins. 

3 Our 
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Our fuperior. Father John da Romano, coming from Genoa with Father Amedeo lia 
Vienna, and a fecular prieft of Piedmont, we all fix went afltore to a convent of our 
order, where we remained three months, and had every week a charitable fubfiftence 
of two wethers, a fmall calk of wine, and fufficient bread fent us by thofe gentlemen, 
befides other prefents made to the monaftery on our account. 

, TTie delay the fleet made to fet fail lafted in all fix months, and which was occafioned 
by the duke of Savoy’s falling fick, and growing worfe every time, he refolved upon has 
departure j which politicians tell us happened through the providence of God, and for 
the benefit of Italy. 

Not before the 4th of 0£l;ober, being the fcaft of our glorious patron of St. Francis, 
did the fleqt put to fea, the wind north. For our better accommodation our fuperior 
had ordered our company to go but two in a fliip. Himfelf and his Piedmontefe com¬ 
panion went on board the admiral, the count of St. Vincent commander. I and Father 
Amedeo we^ in the Ihip called the Fifcal, commanded by Signior Gonfalo de Cafia; 
and the othe^rwo in Don Lewis Lobo’s Ihip, named the St. Benedifl:. This laft perfon 
had been viceroy of the kingdom of Angola in Ethiopia. His lingular piety and kind- 
nefs to us was fo remarkable, that I cannot omit giving one particular iiulance of it. 
The I ft of November being come, when we were to bid a fiirewel to flelh, and the land 
of Portugal behig in view, but which we could not reach that day, he fent a boat alhore 
on purpofe to fetdt us refrelhment, to the end we might pafs thfe laft day of our carnival 
with the greater fatisfaftion. 

On the ad of November, being All-Souls-day, we entered the port of Lilbon about 
fun-fet. The. waters here are a proportional mixture of fait and fwcet; the latter being 
plentifully poured out by the river Tagus, fo famous for its golden fands, and not un¬ 
like the Lydian Paftolus, according to Juvenal and others: 

Quod Tagus, ct rutila Paftolus volvit areija.- Juvenal. 

Hie certant Pa£tole tibi Duriufque Tagufque-Sit. Ital. 

QuotRjue fuo Tagus amne vehit, fiuit ignibus aurum.- Ovid, 

Here we were obliged to make ufe of a pilot, (this port being near as dangerous as 
the Fafe of Mefllna,) and that by the King’s orders, to prevent any more wrecks, too 
many having happened here already. This kindnefs is ufed towards friends, but as for 
enemies they are left to the mercy of many lharp rocks, and of feveral well-fortified 
caftles and forts. 

Our velTel coming to an anchor, we entered our boats and landed, not at the ufual 
place Belem, or Bethlehem, by reafon. of the too fwift eddy that ran there, but at the 
palace royal, between the hours of one and two at night. Not knowing the way to pur 
monaftery, we endeavoured to get a guide, but there was none to be had, though a 
religious man that came witH us, and was well provided, offered a confiderable reward 
to any that would Ihew us the way. At laft a negro nati'v^ of Congo condu£led us 
gratis, protefting the many favours and civilities his countrymen had received from the 
religious men of our nation moved him to it. As foon as we came to the mo¬ 
naftery, after ringing the bell, our guide was ready to begone :• we entreated him to 
accept of fome feward, or, at leaft, of a glafs or two of wine for a refrefhment: but 
though the people of that nation are immoderate lovers thereof, yet could he not be 
prpvwed upon to accept of a drop, which made me have a more than ordinary a^ffsdion 
for the people of Congo. * 


Whilft 
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Whilft I vras at Lifbon I vifite«f the houfe where St. iiiithony of Padua xraa bom; it 
is now conv«*ted into a church j and though rich in refpeft of its ornaments, is good in 
regard ®f its ^riiCture, being both low, and built in the angle of .a ftreet. . I vifited 
likewife the paiochial charch and font of baptifm of the fame faint: the church is now 
called St.Engraca, which, after it had been many years building with a vaft expence, 
fell down, and was at this time erefting again. I likewife paid my devotion to the con¬ 
vent of the Canons Regulars, amongft whom St. Anthony lived for fome time, and 
whofe ftatue, in. the habit of this order, is placed over their high altar. Their church 
is alfo the chapel-royal, and the burying-place of the kings, and of feveral heroes of 
Portugal. 

I fhall not bufy myfelf in any farther defcription of this famous city of Liibon, its 
worth being already fufficiently known, and its fituation admired. 1 lhall only add, 
that its port is fo large that it runs out thirty miles in length, though the bay before 
the city is but fix miles over, and that its cuftom-houfe is confiderably ^ployed with 
entries of pearl, incenfe and ebony, from Arabia, of rubies and emerjlilfe from Ben- 
gala, of caffia and ambcr-greafe from Ethiopia, of cloves, cinnamon, and nutmegs 
from the Moluccoes, of flaves, ivory, and civet from Congo and Angola, of great 
varieties of filk and linen from India, of fugars, tobacco, and feveral forts of wood 
from Braxil, and of divers commodities from other places, which 1 have neither room 
nor leifure to enumerate here. • 

Not having fpent above a month in this city, I looked out every day for a fhip to 
proceed onward on my voyage ; for this purpofe, I addreffed myfelf to a captain of a 
fhip, and defired of him to let me go as his chaplain to Brazil: he told me he could 
not accept of me as a chaplain, having one aboard him already, but go with him I 
might if I pleafed as a paflenger. I thanked him kindly for his proffer, but withal 
acquainted him, that my fuperior had commanded me to go in no other capacity j an 3 
fo I took my leave of him. , 

It happened a little aftCT that another fhip bound for Brazil, having paid off her 
chaplain and left him afhore, fet fail with all imaginable expedition; Jbut fhe had not 
been many days at fea before fhe was toffed with fo violent a tempeft, and threatened 
fo many ways with deftrudion, that fhe was glad of a turn of wind to drive her back 
again to Lifbon: the captain vowing never to fail again without his fpiritual guide at 
whatever rate. Upon his landing therefore, being acquainted that fome of us had a 
tnind to go for Brazil, he courteoufly received and promifed me all the accommodation 
his veffel could afford, my companions being already provided. This coming to the 
firft captain’s ear whom I before had applied myfelf to, he began, with what reafon I 
know not, to be in a great paflion, affirming that I ought not to have promifed another, 
fince he had firft proffered to carry me. I’he caufe of this ftickling about us I gueffed 
to be by reafon that we were to do our office at eafier rates, for Capuchins are to have 
only their table free: when by the laws of Portugal, a prieft or other religious perfon 
is to have not only his d^t, but likewife a ftipend of fo much a month, and when he 
comes to land muft have moreover a houfe hired for him, and three Carlinos a day 
allowed him. Thk put the captain into fuch a paflion, that he threatened to challenge 
him that had taken .me aboard, and would have done it had not all the reft blamed 
and condemned his proceeding. . 

The ift of December we went on board, but for want of a wind could not fail till 
the Sth, b^g the feaft of the Immaculate Conception: we were in all five fhips, in 
two of which went our other two companions, Father Atnedeo da Vienna and Father 
Francis da Bkti. Having left Liibon, I wafted a farewel figh towards the beautiful and 

12 happy 



200 


MEROLLA’s VqYAGB TO COl^GO. 


happy Europe, and immediately after we fell into the gulph of Mares, fo called from 
the furious agitation of its waves. We had now over againft us the ifland of Madeira, 
which before its being inhabited was all over woody, and thence had its name Madeira, 
in Spanilh lignifyiag wood, but after being difcovered, it was by fir% rendered ex^ 
ceedmgly fertile. Its prefent inhabitants have a more than ordinary defire to a convent 
of our order among theih ; but for want of religious men thofe pious inclinations have 
been laid afide. I am very fure that a gentleman of that illand came once to Lifbon 
on purpofe to folicit that affair with the King of Portugal, at the requeff; of the devSut 
inhabitants. 

From Madeira to the ifland of Palma are threefcore and ten leagues: this Palma is 
one of the, Canaries, and whither we muff go from Madeira with a ftrong convoy to 
prevent pirates; from thence w e may fail forward unguarded without any fear of danger, 
rhofe that are bound for Brazil fteer towards the height of Cape Verd, filuate in four¬ 
teen degrees^ north latitude, and diftant from Palma about two hundred and fixteen 
leagues. sSing near three hundred leagues more, you come into the torrid zone, 
and have the fun perpendicularly over* your head. Hence the latitude of either 
pole is reckoned by degrees, each of which is generally computed at fixty leagues; 
but becaufe the degrees may dilfer in many refpefts, I ihall leave their number of 
leagues undetermined. 

Our voyage nflw was fo profperous, that every fliort fpac$ of time ire found our- 
felves confiderably advanced; but notwithftanding the many brilk gales of wind we 
bad,"the heat, by reafon of the propinquity of the fun, was iliil prevalent; and 
though we w^re in the midft of winter, made us confiderably Iweat and languiih. At 
length by the grace of God we paffed the equinodfial, wlien it has often happened that 
others have been kept under it for fome time with no fmall prejudice to their health, 
and frequent danger of their lives.. 

I think I fhall not much interrupt the thread of my relation, if I mention.here a 
certain ceremony ufed by the mariners the day they cut the line. A fort of court'is 
•eredled among them, and by confent of the cominandei s : then two judges drefled ac¬ 
cordingly .fit at a table, where they take full cognizance of all fuch as have not yet 
paffed the line; thofe’ they find, they upbraid them with having lived fo many years, 
and not having yet cut the line; and then, as if it were a great crime, they mulft 
them according to their quality: fuch as were not ready to pay their fines, or at Icall 
willing to offer fometbing, are feized in a trice, and by a rope about their middles 
hauled up to the main-yard-arm, Vv'hence they are let thrice fucceffivc ly into the fea. 
From this punifhment or a fine none are exempt, and it is faid that.wdth the latter they 
maintain a church. 

■Whilfl the winds gently played their parts, we now beg tn to devote ourftlves to 
fpiritual exercifes, continually celebrating mafs; morning and night we fung the Roltry, 
and in the evening the Litany. On holidays we had always a ferinon preached by one 
or other of us. Our fhip was dedicated to Our Saviou|| the Bleffed Virgin, and 
St. Jofeph, which made us to celebrate the Holy Nativity with more than ordinary fo- 
lemnity. Thofe merchants that were on board us not 6nly adorned the altar with the 
richefl things they had, but likewife hung the outfides of our lliip with feveral carpets 
and rich clothes', the air being at that time ferene, and the fea calm. Having juft then 
finilhed my Lent, and it happening to fall out on a Friday, when we were obliged to 
lift' by the rules of our order. Providence fo ordered it, that that very night i flying 
fifh or a confiderable bignefs darted againft our fails, and dropt down into odr fnip ; 
this fifh, with a great deal of pleafure, our captain prefented me, and which was re¬ 
ceived 
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ceived with no fmall thanks by me; for God knows how much I had fufFeVed during 
that whole courfe of my ahftinence, flelh being the only provifion of oi!r Ihip, and 
my conftant di^ boiled lentiles, bifcuit, and {linking water. The difficulty of getting 
fi{n I believe partly Contrived by the feanien on purpofe to make me break my 
Lent, they having often told me, that in fuch long voyages as this, there was no ob¬ 
ligation to abftain From flelh; but I thank God, notwithftanding their opinion, I {till 
perfevered in my duty. 

On twelfth-day, about two in the morning, we difcovcred a ftar fo large and lumi¬ 
nous, as is alniofl incredible to believe: the captain declared he had never fcen the 
like, though he had failed thofe ftas forty times. This, faid others, may probably be 
that guide which on this day condufted the Magi to Bethlehem. But* for rtiy part, I 
am of opinion it was no other than the planet Jupiter. 

During all this time we had but only one calm half day, and that the captain propofed 
to fpend in fifhing. Here it is moil wonderful, that having call the leat|j^n that vaft 
ocean, and ten degrees from the line, we found but ninety foot water. Among other 
fifh we took one called the Dorado or Gilt-filn, and truly not without reafon, having 
*perfe£l rays of gold on his back, and being moreover excellent meat. I'his feeins to 
me to be the fifh Martial fpeaks of in his thirteenth book, where he fays, 

Fon omnis pretium laudcmque aurata incretiir. 

The prey this filh moft delights in is the flying fifh, with which thefe feas greatlw 
abound, and which is like to our fea-fwallows, and unlike them only in that it has 
blue back: the flying fiflt has this particular unhappinefs, (hat it is neither iafe i n fh 
air nor in the fca, being perfccuted by the birds in tite former, and by the golden fi 
in the latter. 

On the 17th of January we arrlvied aj Baia, or the city of San Salvador in Brazil, 
fituatc in thirteen degrees of fouth latitude. The port of this city is not a little re¬ 
markable, whether it bo for its capacioufnefs, or its fecurity for fhipjjingi the latter 
being occafioned by two mountains on either lide the entrance of it, as likewife by its 
diflance from the fea. 

At our landing we met a widow carried in a net with a pole through it on the 
fhoulders of two black flaves, with morning clothes wrapped about them, and the 
net covered with a quilt, at the four corners whereof marched four women flaves. 
This at firfl. fight being a thing new to me, I took to be a corpfe going to be buried, 
and upon enquiry found it to be a Portuguefe widow'. I thereupon demanded, “ Why 
being a Chriltian flie had not a crofs carried before herand immediately olit of pure 
charity and devotion fell to faying the de profundis for her foul. This occafioned an 
immoderate laughter in the ftanders-by, who began to gather about me, whilft I hang¬ 
ing down my head, and perceiving my miflake of a living woman for a dead, was glad 
to fleal off as fall; as I could. 

The ordinary fort of thdfe nets I fpoke of have only one pillow or cufliion in them 
whereon cither to lie or fit: thofe for the women have a carpet under to.fit on, and another 
over; and the women jiaves, whom they call Moccomas, being the fame that wait on 
them in their chambers, walk by their fides. The richer fort of people have thefe 
coverings like to the tops of coaches, with curtains on each fide, but then the nets 
change their names to Palangas, and ate much in ufe, not only in Brazil, but likewife 
all ove? Ethiopia. 

This city of Baia or San Salvador is the metropolis of all Brafil, and. has both a 
governor equal in power to a viceroy, and an archbilhop. The fliores of this king- 

voL. XVI. DO ■ fioin 



doa 


’ MEKOLLA’s YOVACE T0^C0I«30. 


dom are chiefly inhabited by Portuguefe, begmning at the river Della Plata, and extend¬ 
ing to that hf the Amazons, as likewife up as far as polnble into the country. Be¬ 
yond, the natives have their refidence. . The principal traffic, here is for tobacco and 
fugars, of which, every year, great quantities are fetched away by^^the Portuguefe 
fliips, and that not only from this city, but likewife down the rivers from San Francifco 
’ and Janeiro. 

To uphold the fugar-works, a vafl; number of flaves is required, as well to plants and 
cultivate the canes, as to provide fufficient fuel for the prodigious furnaces that are em¬ 
ployed both night and day : fome there are who have no lels than five hundred Haves 
for this purpofe, and whole labour is fo hard, and thuir fuftenancc fo fmall, that they are 
reckoned 'to live long if they hold out feven years. 

So great is the application of the Brazilians to this traffic of tobacco and fugars, that 
few or none take care to till the ground, or fow corn. Hence it is that all manner of 
provifions aie exceffively dear in thofe parts. Their bread is generally made of the root 
of the herb Mandioca : the way they have to propagate it is by tearing off a branch of 
it, and burying it in the earth, when in a Ihort time it will call forth a root, and (hoot 
up a ftalk and leaves like to our lupins. At certain feafons of the year they prefs the* 
juice out of the ftalks and leaves by a fort of hand-mill, and that fcrvcs them either for 
drink or broth., The fame cuftom is ufed likewife in the kingdom of Angola, and other 
places. 

Fifli is extremely dear in this country, there being but very few that apply them¬ 
selves to catch it. Flelh likewife is at a great rate, and that by rcafon of the great 
diftance of paftures, infomuch that cattle often either die by tfie way in bringing, or 
elfe are harraffed to fkin and bone by their journey. Water alfo, that neceffary ele¬ 
ment, is fcarce, and wliat they have is, for the molt part, brackifli; fo that a traveller 
in thefe parts mull of necelfity provide himfelf as well with this as with victuals. 

Fruit they have here of many excellent kinds, and which, though different from 
ours in Europe, yet is no lefs palatable and nourilhing. Among others, there is a fort 
of palm called Cocoa, whole nuts llioot out with a llalk in a duller to the number of 
twenty, more or lefs, at the bottom of a thick crowd of long, lharp, and bending leaves, 
not unlike feythes : each of thefe nuts is of the bignefs of a llalk with its Itraw cloth¬ 
ing, with two rinds, whereof the latter being fawed afunder, ferves for cups to drink 
out of. Its fruit is of an excellent favour, and white as milk, but very fubllantial; in 
the midll of it there is about an ordinary glafs-full of liquor, which, while the fruit is 
green, is in greater quantity, though not fo pleafant, but? as they fay, cooling; yet 
when ripe, they fay it becomes hot. This fort of palm is to*be fdlind in Ethiopia and 
in the Eall Indies, and, in time of year, by tapping, affords a great deal of wine. 
Here is another kind of fruit called Mamao, which grows on a tree mollly without 
branches, and whofe trunk is like to a beam adorned W'ith leaves and fruit; each leaf 
produces its fruit like to melons and pumkins in fhew as well as tafte: the feed is like 
pepper, and has fomething of the tafte of it; the ftalks on^which the leaves grow, are 
long, like the Ihoo^s of our vines in Europe, bowing with the weight of the large leaves, 
and four or five fpans long. 

Another fort of fruit-tree is the Banana, but which may ratfier be termed an affeni- 
blage of leaves interwoven and twifted together fo neatly, that they form a plant about 
fifteen fpans high; at the top it throws out one tlufter of fruit like to a bunch of thofe 
grapes which wc, in Italian, call Corniole, and which is, of itfelf, a fufficient .burden 
for one man: every berry of this clufter is about a fpan long, and as thick as one’s 
wrift, with a rind like to an orange. When the fruit is once gathered, you cut down 
tht’ tree to make it fprout anew, infomuch'that being once planted, and thus ordered, 
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it will often be ready to offer a grateful return to its planter. This fruit the natives cal¬ 
led Cacchio, and wnich, even while green, they gather and hang up in their houfes, 
where by degrees it ripens, and grows as yellow as gold: when dry, they cut it acrofsi 
the middle, andiit'taftes much like to a dried fig of Calabria. The leaves of this plant 
are fo neatly ftreaked and flec-ked, that one would think they were rather the work of 
art than nature; they are generally about ten fpans long, and about three in breadth. 
Many are of opinion, and argue that thefe were the leaves our firfl: parents covered 
their nakednefs with, after tranfgrefling the divine precept in Paradife; which is not 
unlikely, becaufe of their length and breadth before-mentioned, and bccaufe in fome 
countries this fort of fruit is called a fig; and the Scripture tells us they made 
them aprons of fig-leaves ; vnlefs it were that fig, in India, which the Arabs^ and Per- 
fians call Mouz, and the Portuguefe the Indian fig, one leaf whereof ferves for a table¬ 
cloth at a feaft. 

The fruit Nicefi is much of the fame kind with the former, being produced by a like 
plant, and difagreeing only in, that thefe are fornewhat lefs. This fruit Being cut in 
the middle, or any ways except in length, a fort of (ketch or rough draught of 

a crucifix, and which I take to be more wonderful than that of the fruit of the plant 
Baruth, vulgarly called the Paradife fig, wherein, when cut, is to be feen plainly the 
impreffion of the Greek letter fau, when in this our fruit is as eafy to be difcovered the 
figure of our Saviour upon the crofs. • 

For want of a conveniency to carry me farther up into the country, 1 was fain fome- 
times to rely upon the relations of others, but then I always took care to take thent, 
from perfons of credit and natives of the place. I W'as told that, highqr up; there'* 
were vaft woods of large citron-trees, which feems not improbable, if we confider the 
great quantity of candied citron-peel preferved, and brought yearly from thence. To 
ripen them, they bend down the tendereft branches of the tree, and cover the citrons 
w'ith earth, whereby; they foon become foft and yellow, and are pleafant to eat. I for¬ 
bear to mention the many fruits that are to be found in thefe woods, and will confine 
myfelf to fpeak briefly ot the trees. , 

The trees in the fored arc fome of them fo vaftly great, that large boats, called 
Canoos, are made out of them all of a piece. One of thefe I faw in the port of Baia, 
higher than one of our feluccas, as broad, and of length fufficient for ten or eleven 
men to row with long oars, having only the rudder added to it from another tree. This 
I mull tell you was fomething extraordinary, for commonly they row thefe boats with 
oars like Ihovels, and that, ftanSing more or lefs on a fide as occafion ferves. The 
Indian filhers have other forts of boats made of reeds raddled togetlier, aiid which ferve 
their turn well enough, for they value not the waters coming in, having no clothes to 
fpoilj In this country there is great quantity of the wood called Brazil wood, fome red 
of the colour of porphyry, and another ibrt quite black like ebony. Here are alfo fome 
trees that diftil the true balm, others that produce a kind of oil, called by the natives 
Coppaiua, and which is an ^bfolute cure for green wounds, as likewife a remedy againft 
old aches, and good to comfort the llomach. A third fort called Almefega, which 
diftils a liquor like to frankincenfe, and ferves to Beal contufions and bruifes in any part 
of the body, and moreover comforts the llomach if taken inwardly. There are alfo 
fome plaiKs to be met with here named Bicoiua, or nutmeg, whofe jaice is a great 
relief againft,* if not an abfolute cure fof, fluxes and gripes. 

Not many ye^s fince cinnamon was firft ordered to be brought hither by the King 
of Portugal from the Eaft Indies, with exprefs command to the captains of Ihips, that 
they fhould deliver it to the reverend fathers of the Society of Jefus, who about four 
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miles from the city of Baia, have a marlh belonging to them, where it has thrived to R 
miracle. The birds likewife, by picking the feed, and dropping it about the country, 
have mightily contributed towards its increafe ; for when I was there, I faw many little 
trees of it in feveral places, and which could not have come thither by any other means. 
Alft) at my being there, the.trees that were firft planted were begun to be flawed, and 
about fourteen pounds of the bark ready to be fent as the firft-fruits to the King. 

I imagine I fhall not much ftray from my fubjeft, if I give fome light here into the 
origin of the natives of this country from a certain Francifean writer,, who writ in the 
Portuguefe tongue, and had his information from the Hollanders. He fays, that thefe 
people came from the iflands of Swedeland, either btcaufc of the great colds that reign 
there, or Jaeing thrown on thefe coafts by a tempeft. The Indian natives of Brazil 
have the name of Tabareos, and thofe born of a Portuguefe and a native are called 
Cabollos. The former fort are of a brownifli complexion, have long ftraight hair, with 
little round eyes, and thick well-fet bodies of a middle fize: their clothing is no more 
than they came into the world u'ith: they maintain themfclves with hunting and fruit, 
which is the reafon that they feldom continue long in one place, but wander about 
according to the feafons proper for that purpofe. Sometimes they feed upon man’s 
flefli, and that upon the following occafion : when any one of their relations or friends 
fall defperately fick, before he grows vvorfc they knock him on the head, and cutting 
his body to pieCts, diftributc it amongh the reft to eat; alleging, “ that it is much 
more honourable for him to be devoured by them, than to be preyed upon by worms 
.j^d infedls.’’ And thus, as they have lived like beafls, fo, like hearts, they die. 

I was tolc} by one Father Martin, a Capuchin,. who had lived fourteen years in thofe 
parts, and was then fuperior, that thefe fort of people arc very apprehenfive and dociblc, 
and that though they could not read, yet they would fing and affift at mafs and vefpers. 
This Father told me likewife, that he liad brought over great numbers of them to the 
true faith, and that they were in appearance fo'good Cliriiiians, that, when they were at 
church, (I fpeak this’to our confulion and rtiame,) they might be feen kneeling on both 
knees like rtatucs, without the Icaft motion; and though they heard any noife, not one 
of them would offer to look behind him, or fpeak the leaft word, thinking it a facrilege. 
He added further, that at firft he found great difficulties in learning their language, but 
that at length, in the fpacc of four years, he made himfelf an abfolute mafter of it. 

And becaufe that thefe people lived without a ruler and government, when he came 
among them, the fame Father chofe out the beft among them for their governor, and 
whom the reft readily obeyed. He then reduced them to our way of living, and 
brought them to eat their meat at due limes of the d^y, whereas before the pot w'as 
always ready, and they did litth; elfc but eat and drink. He taught them alfo to plant 
their Mandioca fpoken of before, and inftruded them in the art of fpinning and weav¬ 
ing their cotton, to the end that they might .conceal thofe parts which decency require 
fliould be hid. He told me likewife, that before that time he had met with but one 
among a great number that had any thing to cover his nakednefs, and . that was given 
him by a miflioner. 

This Father, in procefs of time, tfccoming perfeSIy Ikilled in their language, and 
being moreover well-beloved by them, had a more than ordinaly opportunity to incul¬ 
cate religion into them; and which undertaking of his was likewife facilitated by their 
having no idols or worfoip among them at the tinie of his attempting it. • Their notions 
of'a deity are, that there are two great perfons much in favour with God, and they 
pray for tliem continually; but who thefe perfons are they cannot tell yet, which 
may be eafily excufed, in regard that fome of them believe nothing at all. How 
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zealous they are for their new religion may be feen by the following inftance: — 
A certain wizard, inftru£led perhaps in his hellilh fcience by forae Blacks that 
had run from their mafters, was on a time feized by them, and carried before 
Father Martin, by whom, being' fharply reproved for his wicked praftices, he was let 
go, on condition that he fhould forfake his horrid profelTion. But this readinefs of his 
to promife rather proceeded from want of liberty than from any inclination to recant 
infomuch, that in a very fliort time he relapfed into his former error, and was feized a 
fecond time by fuch as did not think fit to releafe him any more without the lofs of his 
head. This done, they dragged his body before Father Martin, to whom they addreflfcd 
thcmfelvcs in thefe words; “ O c.ear Father, you are too forward in forgiving : thefefort 
of people may prove a great check to the growth of our new religion, and therefore we 
have lopped off the head of this wicked wizard, to prevent his doing any more mifehief 
among us. Here are his head and body to difpol'e of as you ftall belt think fit.” And to 
give them their due, they are more tlian oidinaiily careful to proteft the facred truths 
eftabiifhed among them. 

The flclh they eat is generally that of wild creatures, killed by them in great abun> 
dance with their bows; and ef])ecially of a fort of ferpent called Bomma, which they 
love inordinately. This ferpent, after he has w-cll filled his belly, falls afleep j and 
being fo found by the htmters, they dart their arrows into him, and kill him. They 
fay his flcfli is exceedingly white, and well rcliflied, and in fatnefs much like a hog. 
Alter they have cut off his head, and torn away his bowels, they devour the reft of it 
greedily. At a certain fcall in Baia, I obferved the windows, inftead of tapeftry and 
arras, adorned with the Ikins of thefe ferpents, as wide as that of a large ox, and long 
in proportion. 

Father Martin having taken care that the Indian governor circled by him fhould pay 
obedience to the Portuguefe, it foon happened that a mutual commerce was eftablilhed 
between both nations; and though the merchandize of the former w'as but of fmall re¬ 
turns, 3'ct it net erthelef' ferved (hem to clothe their nakedneis, and^to furnifh them 
witli iron for their ufes. The things they traded in were chiefly Brazil wood, fkins of 
beafts, divers forts of monkeys, parrots of all kinds, and the like. Of thefe laft, the 
hens are called, in the Indian language, Coricas, and are obferved to be far more lo¬ 
quacious than the cocks. Araras are another fort; thefe arc about the bignefs of our 
capons, and have long tails of divers colours. The paroquets are equal to our thruflies 
in bignefs, and generally green, w hereas the others, for the moft part, are grey and 
crimfon. They all imitate the^uman voice when taught. 

Apes and monkey’s, likewife, they have of all kinds, but none without tails. One of 
thefe forts is very much eftcemed; but no lefs difficult to tranfport into any part of 
Europe, becaufe of the cold ; they arc called SagorLs, or Sagorini, are no bigger than 
dormice, and are kept in cotton in mufls. Thofe few monkeys that are brought to 
Portugal are bought by the ladies there for about a piftole a-piece; and if they be of 
both fexes, the price is much greater, and they ferve for a ccnfiderablo prelent. Thefe, 
and many other things no lefs curious than gallant, are brought by tliefe people to fell 
to the Portugyefe all along the coafts of Brazil. Such among them as have no geriius 
to trading voluntarily ifft themfelves in the Portuguefe fervice for fo much a month or 
a year. 

Becaufe I have before begun to fpeak of birds, I will here give fome Ihort account -of 
the ofti;ich; if I may have leave to call that a bird, which is more beholden to its legs 
than its wings. In this country the oftrich is called Hiema; and is of that largenefs as 
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may be gUeffed at by the dimenfions of its eg^: I have feen both young and old, little 
and great, of them : their feathers are of a light brovrn, and their wings ftrengthened 
by a double joint. They eat all forts of food, and will digeft wood and iron, both 
wh^ they greedily devour. Their eggs they lay in the fand, wherewith they cover 
them, I know not whether out of defign that it fliould ferve them for a tomb or a 
cradle; for it often happens that, not remembering where they have laid them, they 
by miftake hatch thofe of another, and the chicken is no fooner out of the Ihell but it 
Ihifrs for itfelf. Wiien they run from you, they only raife one wing, and for the reft 
trpft to their feet, whereon they have but two claws on each. They are fo fwift, that, 
provided they have the wind for them, (which they Always take a great deal of care to 
procure,) they will ouNrun a horfe in his full career. When the hunters have a mind 
to take them, they always follow them full fpeed, and with a long hook ftretched forth 
catch them, if can, by the neck; which, if accomplifhed, they fodn conquer, and 
have enough to boaft of all the remainder of their lives. 

Before 1 leave Brazil to proceed on ray voyage, I muft take notice of another fort of 
hunting there, and that not of animals by men, but, on the contrary, of men by animals, 
and thofe of the fmalleft fize. You mull know, then, that here is a fort of worms almoll 
invifible, which are called, in the country language, Nigua, which, hopping upon men’s 
toes for fome tinv? like fleas, afterwards penetrate the Ikin, and hide themfelves between 
the flelh and nails of the toes. This at firft gives a pleafant tickling, but at length they 
grow to the bignefs of a vetch, and occafion a great deal of pain, reducing the patient, 
II not timely prevented, to a manifeft danger of either lofing his toe or foot. When they 
have thus entered the fkin, the only way to get rid of them, and reftore the part, is by 
paring away the flefh, fo far at leaft as is inreefed ; for they are of a fort of venomous 
nature, and will rot and corrupt whatever they lie long upon. For iny part, 1 have 
experienced both the pain and the danger of them. But a certain French friar of our 
order was more particularly plagued with them ; for had he not had fpeedy recourfe to 
a fkilful furgeon, he had infallibly loft all his toes. 

Some will needs have thefe worms to be one of the ten plagues of Egypt, fent by 
God to humble Pharoah; and Father Michael Angelo de Guattini, a Gapuchin mif- 
fioner to the kingdom of Congo, hints as much in a letter to his father from Fernam- 
buco. 

In the iflands of Cape Verde there is another fort of worms that penetrate the heel, 
and thence creep up under the fkin like a horfe-hair. The way to extirpate thefe is 
either to fcarify the flefh as before, and fo flop their progrefs ; or elfe to feize them by 
one end, and by little and little to draw them out whole. * Of this fort Della Valle 
fpeaks in his travels; but his, it feems, were of a more contagious kind, and of a much 
longer fize. 

During my flay at Baia, however diverted, my mind ftill ran on purfuing my 
voyage, and confequently my chiefeft bufinefs was to enquire for fhips bound for 
Africa. We were but three of us, and heard of one, but that was not to depart 
. in four months; therefore fo great delay could not at all fuit with our defirfes to 
be gone. At laft we lighted on a fmack or brigantine, which was to fet fail the firft 
fair wind, an 4 whofe captain proffered to carry us to Angola. His kindnefs we 
readily accepted: but whilft we thought ourfelves fecure of a paffage, t^ie governor 
of .Brazil commanded him to tranfport nine pvifoners in chains to Angola, amongft 
whom was his own fecretary, difgraced for fpeaking difrefpeftfully of his tnafter; 
and for his greater punifhment, chained by the leg and arm with a Black Have, 
The captain having received thefe orders, exepfed hinuelf of his promife to us, alledg- 
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ing that he had not room in his fliip for us all, and therefore defired we would 
provide ourfelves elfewhere. This, however, did not difcourage us, for we imme¬ 
diately applied ourfelves to the governor, and begged of him to let part at leaft of 
the prifoners be left a-fhore, that we might proceed on our miffion. He was %far 
from yielding to our requeft, that he commanded that we likewife Ihould be gori'6’ on 
board, not caring whether there were any accommodations for us in the Ihip or noi 
He was obeyed, but fcarce were we got out of the port, before the captain (whether 
moved by zeal or gold, I won’t determine) called me to his crew, and aiked them, 
Yhere we poor Capuchins Ihould lie, alledging that it was both his and their duty to 
take care of us. And fo hoilling out the long boat, he put the fecretary and two other 
prifoners into it, and fent them afhore, and 1 believe he had done as much far the reft 
had they prefented him, by which means we got fome accommodation. We after¬ 
wards heard that this fecretary proved fo great a thorn in his mailer’s fide, and fecretly 
raifed fo powerful a faftion againft him, that in a Ihort time he occafioned him to be 
feized and fent to Lifbon. This it feems has been a common praftice in the Portuguefe 
colonies at fo great diftance from court; for whenever they do not like a governor, 
they forthwith embark and fend him home, and he ought to be thankful if he efcapes 
fo. The fame has b^en fometinies done in the kingdom of Angola, and elfewhere in 
the Portugal dominions. If the fucceeding governor docs not bring a general pardon 
for all delinqqents, he is not admitted alhore; and this becaufe of their having once 
been called to account and fevercly puniihed for w’ant of fuch policy. 

Seventy-feven days were we cooped up in this fmack without difeovering land ; but?' 
what moll grieved us was, that we could not fay in all that time that we had feen either 
fky or fea, being kept down in the hold continually to avoid the rain or waves. To¬ 
wards the Cape of Good Hope we met a furious tempeft, whofe vehemence broke 
ilown part of our prow, and we favv ourfelves at death’s door ; but at length through 
God’s grace, and the diligence of the *feamcn, that danger was removed. All the 
while the pilot wa.^ cxtrcp’ely concerned that w'e faw no land, when by his computation 
it Ihould have appeared at lead eight days before. Neverthelefs, at ’length we had 
fight of it, and found ourfelves much nearer to it than we thought we had been. Then 
began joy to Ihine out in each man’s countenance, and a feaft was ordered throughout 
the whole (liip ; and the pilot was fo well pleafed, that he gave the feaman a pair of 
filk-ftockings who firll brought him news of the land. 

After this we put our boat to fea, and fome of the {hip’s company.going in her a 
fdliing, had fo good luck in a^very fliort time, as almoll to fijl her with excellent fifli. 
This fight furprifed* me, and put me in mind of the fea of Genefarette, where the 
apoftles, through our Saviour’s blefling, had the like good fortune. We left the boat 
at fea all that night, faftened only with a rope to our fmack, and with two men in her. 
About five hours after night, a whale happening to pafs between the boat and the fmack, 
broke the rope in two, and fet the boat adrift j which w'as not all, for {he gave fuch a 
{hock to the vell'el, as put out the light at the bittake, and the fteerfinan being in the 
dark, we were in evident danger of being loft, and muft have inevitably perilhed, had 
{he taken us acrofs the middle of our keel. I’he night was exceedingly dark, infomuch 
that we could by no means difeover which way the men and boat were driven ; there¬ 
fore we furled our fails, and laid by, and at the fame time threw up fome fire-works 
in the air to ferve for a guide to thofe. miferabJe wretches to find us j who at length 
appeared, when we had given them over to be loft. 

Amongft other filh obferved by me in thefe dangerous feas, is the Ihark ; his nature 
is to follow flups in hopes of prey. His head is like that of a dog, ^d his bignefs more 
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or lefs according to his nge; but generally at full growth as thick as an ox. He has 
a very large mouth, luiJ a treble row of exceedingly lharp teeth. When he eats, his 
upper jaw only moves ; and man’s fleflt is one of the greateft of his dainties. Our ma- 
riiMs with a bait of fait beef took one of them, but in hoifting him up to the fliip he 
ef^ed ; yet throwing in the hook fpeedily ho was taken again. Having opened his 
belly, we foiiijJ therein a great many of the bones of meat which wc had thrown for 
feveral tliiyb' into the fea; and whereby it appeared that he had followed us for fome 
rime. I obferving that his heart beat long after it was torn from his entrails, took it up 
and kept it till the next day ; when going to view it again, to my great wonvlcr, it ilijl 
panted. This fifli always fwims attended by a great»many little ones of divers colours, 
and which fome will have to fubfill upon the fleam, lliat flies from his mouth. Thefe 
little fiflt are called by the Portuguefe Romtiros, which figniHcs pilgrims. I’here is 
another fort of about a fpan long which flick to him, with their bcilics upwards, and 
nofes like nutmeg-graUTS: thefe have the iiaine of Pegudores, tiiat is, flickers, from 
this aftion. Tliey are mentioned by F. di Gennaro, in Ins Sacred Oriental, lib. i. c. 7. 

That this Ihaik-fifh is more than orclinarily greedy of man’s llelh, may appear by 
the following inflance: — Our Ihip having a brifk ,gale of wind moll of the way between 
Lifbon and Brazil, a poor mariner about break of day happened to drop oiF the yard¬ 
arm into the fea. At this accident the fenlry immediately,gave notice, v hich occa- 
floned us all to come fpeedily running to the man’s ailHLance ; fome threw overboard to 
him whatever planks they could tind, whilft others endeavoured to tack about the fliip ; 
•'Sbut all in vain, for being under fo full fail we made too much way. At lail iinding 
all means to fave him fruitlefs, 1 caul'ed one to call out to him from the jroop of the {hip 
to give a fign of confeflion ; which the unhappy wretch immediately did, by holding up 
his arm; which I perceiving gave him abfolution, and then he foon funk. Not long 
after I fpied a fliark-fifli, half above and hall under water, rather flying than fv. imming 
towards the body; which was a terrible fight ‘to all, but more particularly touched me 
to the heart. 

Another fort* of fifh we faw, whofe name is Bonitto, as large as the lantcrn-fifli, and 
of a yellow and green colour; but which the more pleafmg it was to our fight, the 
more pernicious it would have proved to us had we eaten of it, for if caufes fudden 
death, which makes the fifliermen as foon as taken to throw if away. 

The birds that fly moft about in thefe feas are Alcatraci, a lort of fea-gulls as big as 
geefe, of a bsownilh colour, with long heal.s, wherev'ith they take fifh: and which 
they feed on, either upon the furface of the water, or after they arc up in the air* 
At night when they are difpofed to lleep, they dart tkenirf'lvts aloft as high as pofllble, 
and putting their head under one wing, fuppori themfelves lor fome time with the other; 
but becaufe the weiglrt of ilieir bodies mull; needs force them down again at lafl, they 
no fooner come to the water but they retake their flight, and both wliich being often 
repeated, they may in a manner he laid to fleep waking. Oftentimes it happens that 
they fall into the fliips as they fail, and into ours there fell two one night, and one 
•.mother; thofe that know the nature of them, farther fay, that in lime of year they 
always go on fliore to build their nefls, and that in the highefl places, whereby they 
I’acilitate their flight, having but fliort feet, and thofe large like* unto a goofe. Of this 
we nvade an experiment upon them that fell into our fhip, and found that being left at 
liberty upon the plain deck, they could by no ipeans raife themfelves. 

Bef ore we had a fight of the Cape of Good Hojie, we faw feveral other birds called 
Velvet-fleeves, as large as geefe ; exceeditigly white, and with long black bills. Thefe, 
like the pigeons out of the ark, were as lb many meflengers to inform us that the land 
at hand, their cuftom being a days to flutter about upon the waves, and at night 
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to return to the fliore to reft j the fight of them makes the feamen leap, and cry out 
for joy like madmdn. 

There are alfo other figns of land being near, as thofe they call the Caravels of Bri- 
tany, being weeds, or rather reeds like the Indian canes ; or rather like grafs, but as 
thick as one’s finger, thrown out by the rivers, and which feem at a diftance to,be a 
fmall ifland fixed in the ocean, being met fomctinios an hundred miles at fea. Whilft 
we failetl along the coafts, fonic of the feamen would needs fhew me a great crofs cut 
in a mountain, and which they told me was made there long before thofe countries were 
difeovered by th'c Europeans. But notwithllanding all the diligence I could ufe, with 
the help of a profpedive glafs, I could not ))crceive it by reafon of the great motion 
of the fiiip. I afkcd them who was fuppofed to have introduced this fign of our falva- 
tion amongft thofe ignorant pagans ; but they could give me no mannei- of ihiisfadb’on. 

Now we are coalling along the Ihorc of the Cape of Good Hope, I imagine it will 
not feem any ways improper to difcourl'c of foinething relating to the inhabitants of this 
country. By the relations of many, thofe people are faid not to have the gift of human 
voice, but to underftand each other only by a. fort of hiffing tone, and motion of the 
lips; likcwifc that whatever pains have been taken with them, they could never 
hitherto be brought to fpeak articulately. Inftead of clothing in winter-time, they 
generally anoint their bodies all over with a certain liquor dillilled from a tree; and 
which the better to fettle upon their fkins, they bedaub themfelvcs fuffi^iently with wild 
oxen dung, which whcti dried and hardened, cannot be eafily got off. When they 
would take olf that cruiled coat, they do it with hot w.^tcr, which leaves them naked 
as before, as they go in hot weather, and cat much fldh. hich makes me lay with 
Ovid in his De Trillibus, lib. v. el. 7. ’ 

iSive homines, nun hint homines lioc nomine digni. 


The Portuguefe call them Papagentes, that is, men-eaters, on account of fome acci¬ 
dents that have happened there, one of which that was told me I will infert. 

In one ol the j)orts lurmed by nature, where there arc many on thelc coafts capable 
of receiving two or three thoufand fliijis each, a certain vcfl'el came to an anciior; the 
captain with fome of his crew going aflaore well armed, and happened to flray a little 
lurtlier than ortlinary from his companions, faw two women entirely black and naked 
carrying ol wood. Thcfe women, at the fight of a white man, began to Hand ftill; 
which we perceiving, and being willing to encourage them, threw them down feveral 
trifles, fuch as fine knives, glafs, coral, and the like. At this they imincJialely call 
away their burdens,^ and fell to gathering up the toys, leaping and daticing al'out the 
captain. This plealed him fo well, that he was rcfolved to have as mucii of it as he 
could, and for tliat end fquatted himfelf down on the grafs. d’hey perceiving his 
fccurity,^ continued their gambols for fome time ; but at length one of them feizing 
him behind acrofs the arms, and the other catching up his feet at the fame time, flew 
away with him with fuch dexterity and fwiftnefs, that it was iitipooibie for his com¬ 
panions, who both faw and heard him cry out, eitfcer to refeue or come near him. 
Being deprived of all hopes of recovering him, they thouglit it advifable to return to 
their ftiip, where they, reflctded on the barbarous banquet thofe, rather beufts than 
huinan creatures, W'ere to make that night. 

lo confiyn the probability of this llory. Father Michael Angelo de Guattina relates 
in a letter to his father from Loanda, 'a city in this country, that whilft he was failing 
along thefe coafts, not above a mufquct-fliot from fliorc, the pilot of the fiiip wciu 
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afhore to cafe himfelf; but fcarce was he out of the long-boat before he leaped back 
again with great furprife and amazement, having it feems difcovered behind a rock, 
abundance of fifh drying at a great fire, by which he underftood the PapSgentes were 
not far off, and put him into ifuch a fright, that he never thought of the bufmefe he 
'^ent about in three days after. 

Another ftory I have heard as follows :—The captain of a certain fliip having been in 
a great ftorm, drove into one of thefe ports to repair his damage ; his paffengers going 
*a(hore to look about them, difcovered at a diftance a fort of fea-monfters like unto 
men, and that not only in their figures, but likewife in their aftions; for they faw 
them plainly gather a great quantity of a certain herb, with which they immediately 
plunged themfelves into the fea. Having obferved ‘what fort of herb this was, the 
paffengers‘gathered fevcral bundles of it likewife, and laid the fame upon the fhore ; 
the fea-monfters returning, and finding it ready gathered to their hands, took it up 
and plunged into the fea as before. But, O the great example of gratitude that reigns 
even in the deeps! Thefe creatures knowing themfelves to have been obliged, forth¬ 
with drew from the bottom of the fea a great quantity of coral, and other fea-herbs, 
and carrying them afhore, laid them in tlie fame place where they had found the herbs. 
This being repeated fevcral times, the paflbngers thought thefe creatures endeavoured 
to exceed them in benefits; and therefore as a great rarity, fcarce to be paralleled even 
in rational animals, they refolved if poftiblc to take them, l^or this purpofc they pro¬ 
cured a net from the fhip, and pitched it in a proper place; but though their defign 
fucceeded fo far as to take them, yet could not they hold them, they fliewing them 
another human trick, which was by lifting up the net and making their efcape, never 
•appearing th'ere after as long as the ftiip ftaid. 

Another relation I have had made me, which may not be improper to infert here : — 
The Portuguefe, for the convenicncy of failing thofe ftormy feas, would needs fomc 
years fince make a certain experiment on thefe parts. Por this end they brought from 
Tifbon fix or eight condemned perfons, and left them in one of the three points of the 
Cape of Good Hope, with provifions of all things fullicient for a year. Thefe men 
they commanded to take ftrifl: notice of all mutations of feafons, of the climate, the 
land and the fea; and withal enjoined them to let nothing pafs of any moment each day 
they were there ; promifing them withal, that if they obferved thefe their commands, 
they would come the next year and fetch them away, and give them their liberty to- 
boot. Thefe wretches being thus left, inftead of efcaping deftruftion, met a more 
than common fate by thefe means ; for in a fliort time, through the excefllve cold that 
reigns there, more than in any other of the points of the laid Cape, they were all 
frozen to death. At the return of the fhips, the laft of them that furvived having 
obferved many particulars, and related the manner of his other companions’ deaths, 
was found frozen to a ftone with a pen in his hand. The laft thing remarked by him 
was, “ That the greateft fire was fcarce capable of overcoming the moft intenfe cold 
of this country.” But all this 1 muft fubmit to the reader, having it only by hearfay, 
and not having experienced it myfelf. 

After three or four days failing along thefe coafts right afore the wind, we entered a 
port in the kingdom of Banchella, or Banquella, a conqueft of the Portuguefe. Here 
the people, through a bad temperature of the air, which infefts* their viduals^ have all 
the countenances of death, fpeak with broken voices, and as one may fay, can fcarce 
kepp their fouls between thpir teeth. Our arrival being but juft known, the vicar- 
general came to vifit us at one o’clock in the morning, bringing along with him feveral 
refreflunents of flclh, fruit, and herbs. At this unexpeQed charity and civilfty, we 
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were at firft furpr|fed; but after we came to know that both he, and four of his 
brethren, had been bred in our monafteries, that wonder ceafed. This vicar may be 
faid to be general only over himfelf, there being no Catholic prieft in all this country 

but he. . * 

Some years pall there was another miflion of our order into rhefe parts; but becaufe 
the chief man gave no good example himfelf, few of the Blacks W'cre converted, and 
thofe that were gave but little attention to what was taught them, giving for rcafon, 
“ That if the la.w of God was fo negligently obferved by W'hites, how could they be 
expefted to pradife it more devoutly ?” 3 ’he hill two of the friars employt^d at that 
time, died martyrs to ihcir lenity ; for they chufing rather to admonilh than corred, 
to exhort than reprove a certain great man of a fcandaloiis life, in about rf;ight days 
time died of poifon, thereby terminating both their miflion and their lives : the truth 
of this ought not to be doubted of, becaufe it was the common talk when I was there. 
'I'he other Pagans that live up higher in the country, lead the infamous life of the 
Giaghi, a people that ftiall be fpoken of more at large hereafter. 

As foon as day-light appeared we went on ihore to return thanks to Almighty God 
for our fafe arrival. Here the firfl; thing 1 obferved was, a great abundance of date- 
trees, which it feems of all Lower Aitliiopia flourilh nudl in thefc parts, though in 
goodnefs they are far inferior to thofe of the call. 1 likewife took no'ice of many 
arbours and walks of vinCvS, which, by rcafon of the moiflnefs of tht; earth, fprlngs 
being every w'here near the furface, produce grapes twice a year in great plenty. 
Nevcrthelefs no wine is made, becaufe the excelTlvc heat that reigns here would rather 
putrify than purge it. Every houfe* hereabouts has fpring-water, it lying not above 
two foot deep; and which is the greater wonder, by rcafon that it is fo near the fea. 

If this countiy abounds with bad men, it is no lefs produdive of good beafls. Of 
elephants liere are many, which with their ivory teeth bring great profit to thofe that 
take them. 'I'he elk likewife, that fo match defired and falufilerous beaft, is frequently 
to be met with in thefe parts; and which for the virtue of one of his feet, has de- 
fervedly obtained, in the Congolan language, the name of Ncoco, Signifying The 
Excellent Beall. It is only called in Spain La Gran Bellia, or the Great Beaft. The 
way to find out in which foot the virtue lies, is by knocking Iiim down ; wlien to re¬ 
cover himfelf of the blow, he will immediately lift up that log which is moll efficacious, 
and fcratch his ear. Then mull you be ready with a fliarp feymitar to lop oft' the 
medical limb, and you fliall find an infallible remedy agauift the falling-ficknefs trea* 
fured up in his claws. Peter Cobero Sebaftian fays, in his travels, that he has feen 
many of thefe hearts in Pqlanik Thofe feen by me were of about the hijmefs of little 
afl'es, of a brownilh colour, w ith long broad ears lianging down like to thofe of Englilh 
Ipanicls, 

In thefe woods may alfo be found another creature, called by the natives Engalla, 
and much like unto a wild boar: the tw'o tulks of which heart being reduced to 
powder, expels fevers, evacuating by way of fweat the malignity of the diftemper. 
This powder being likewife made up with the juice of a palm-tree, called Mateba, com- 
pofes an admirable antidote. Here is alfo the unicorn, called by the Congolans Abada, 
whofe medicinal virtue, being fufficiently known, needs not to be taken notice of. 
I'hefe unicorns are very different from thofe commonly mentioned by authors; and if 
you will belieye what 1 have heard fay, there are none of that fort now to be found. 
A Theatine millioner to the Eaft Indies •told me, at his return frona Goa, that he had 
endeavo,ured to get one of thefe laft, but whatever diligence he ufed, he could by no 
means obtain it. He added moreover, that he had heard feveral of the Eaftern people, 
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tfpcclally the Chinefe aftrologers, fay, that according to their computations thofe uni¬ 
corns all died the fame day that our Saviour died. What allulion thefe cai^havc to our 
Saviour may probably be from their challity, but I muft leave all to my reader, who 
will condemn and approve as he thinks fit. The unicorn or Abada of this country 
commonly arrives to the bignefs of an ox, and the male only has a horn in his fore¬ 
head : thefe have the fame virtue as the other fort, if taken young, and before they 
have coo])Ied ; for the old ones lofc much of their virtue by coupling. 

Thole Ibrefts likewife breed another four-footed animal called Zebra, not unlike a 
wild mule : the Ikin of this creature is fo beautiful, that one would rather take it for a 
fine woven filk than a hide: its beauty confifls of fev^ral cquidiftant llreaks (four fingers 
In-oad) o^ white and black, bordered on both Tides with rulTct. This animal is no lefs 
fwift than beautiful, infomuch that if the natives can but tame one of them, no price 
is tiiought too great to offer for it. Our fuperior, Father da Romano, amongll other 
things, fent feveral fkins of this bcaft as a prefent to the great Duke of Tufeany. 

Here are alfo abundance of another kind of beads, called by the Negroes Impellan- 
che, of about the bignefs of the foregoing, and in colour nuich like to what we call 
in horfes a forre! : thefe have flraight twilled horns, by the feveral degrees of which 
wreathing, their age comes to be known. They have, in like manner, fome refem- 
blance of a mule; their flelh is white, and would be more in clteeni were it not fpongy 
and infipid; bfft in rutting time, fay the natives, it ought by no means to be eaten, 
for fear of doing harm. The fame is rcptirted of the wild goat, that if it he eaten 
when it is luflful, it caufes fuch a rot in the feet that the toe-nails drop off This is 
held to be fo infalliiile, that it can never mifs. An inllance whereof happened in my 
time, in the following manner: — Some hunters having taken one of thefe goats, fiif- 
pefted of being in the aforefaid condition, brought it to our monallery at Sogno to fell: 
our Fathers not knowing the nature of it, eat part of it, rel'crving the reft for another 
time. This coming to tiie count’s ears, lie c;y.ite in mighty haile to our convent, with 
a numerous attendance, and going direcffly into tiie kitchen, lie commanded all the 
flefii to be ihrcjwu aw'av, the vcffels that it had touched to be broken, and wandd more¬ 
over have fet fire to the houfe as infeefious, had not our Father rcmonllrateil to him in 
an humble manner, “ That they were fenfible of no harm it had done them, and that 
they verily believed there was none to be feared upon that occafion: as alfo, that 
whatever mifehief had formerly happened, it was rather to be attributed to fome other 
accident, than to any pcftileniial quality in the goat.” With thefe and the like reafons 
they at length prevailed on tlie count to depart, without doing them any farther 
damage. ‘\VI)eii tlieie wild g;oats are old, there are certain Hones to be fouiul in tlieir 
bellies, not tndike to Bezoar Hones, and whereof thofe pfoducdtl by the male are of 
the nobler kind, being experienced reim.Jies in leveral cafes, elpecially in that of poifon. 
At the firft taking them out, they are loft iind tender, but having been a-wkile in the 
air .hey begin to iir.rdcn, and in a fiiort time liecome perfect Hone. They mull be * 
taken as foon as ever the ber.H is killed, oiherwife they will foon diffolve. 

Another fort ol beults iii iliis country are the Impanguezzc, fo called by the natives : 
thefe are a h.iiul of wild cows, w'hereof fome are red, otlnirs afii colour, and fome quite 
black : they are all very Iwili-footcd, and have a pair tff excccJing long horns in their 
foreheads. \Viien they are wtiuiided in tlic chafe, ]i':e vild *1hi1Is or buiTaloc-s, they 
immediately fiice the ailimlter, and if he does not, inHantly fake care to five himfelf in 
fome tro'r or outer, infh'ad of killing, lie vfill be in no common darfger of being 
miferahly k;ll ,\ 1 . 'The llelh of this beall is very well rclillied and fubHantial; its mar¬ 
row is an iiilaliible remedy agrJuft cold humours and aches: of its Ikiii the Negroes 
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make targets, which will refill the fwiftcll force of an arrow, fo that if a ma^ Hands 
bowing behind it he is altogether fafe. 

It is now high time to leave the wild bcafts to range in the woods, and to come to 
fpeak of a certain brutiflt cuftom thefc people have amongft them in making of Haves, 
which I take not to be lawful for any perfon of a good confcience to buy here. 
I'A-ery one of thefo Negroes takes to wife as many wtmien, be they Haves or free, it is 
no matter, as he can poflibly get: thefc women, by his confent, make it their bufinefs 
to charm men to their embraces, which, when they have done fo as to make them 
commit the aft, they prefently accufc them to their Barracan, fo they call their fup- 
pofed hulband, who, feigning himfelf to be in a great rage, immediately runs and 
imprifons the lovers ; afterwards, in a fliort time, fells them to flrangers, without being 
fubjefl to aity account for fo doing: with the money he has thus unju’llly got, he 
buys other fne-llavcs, which are permitted to do the fame thing ; fo that from time to 
time he is fullered to go on in this wicked lound without any manner of controul. Of 
thefe women 1 fancy Tibullus fpeaks, when he cries out. 

Ah cnidcle genus! Ncc lidum femina nomen. 

Ah percat! didicit falkre iiqua virum. 


There are others who, not by means of women, but of thcmfelvcs, going up into the 
country through pretence of jurifdidion, fciice men upon any trillini;; offence, and fell 
them for Haves. 

The current coin of this kingdom is little bits of glafs coral, brought hither by the 
Portuguf'fe, and wliich the natives call Mifangas : this they make ulc of not only for 
money, hut likewife for ornament, making of them both bracelets anil ndcklaccs. The 
forts and houfes of the "Whites here are compofed of wood and clay, after this manner : 
two rows of llrong polls are fixed in the earth, about two fj>;ras afunder, and joined 
together at t('p by I'everal tranfverfc jncces of a i'maller fixe. I'iifjiace between thefc 
rows is filled no with clay well beaten, and fmoothed within-fide and without, and 
wliich being cliequerec v^ith creafes, feem at lirll-llght to he a ilone-wall. The roofs 
arc made with reeds, laid over rafters, as v\ith us. This is all I could ohferve of this 
country, Iniving been but one day in it, and that in a continual hurry in preparing for 
our farther voyage. 

After our departure hence, in four day^ fiil, we reached the port of Angola, the 
utmoll end of our defires, on the 6th of May, in about a year irom our leaving of 
Naples. 

I referve the defeription of this city of Angela for another place, intending at pre- 
font to fpeak only'of its port: this is as fecin'o as famous, being iormed neither by 
art nor nature, hut only by chance, having a lung Hip of kind tlirown up by the fca, 
and forming a pkiiii ilkind, about ten leagues in length, iihout a mile from the city, * 
behind which the Ihips ride: the entrance into it is by two narrow^ paffages at the 
extremities of the Hip. Here all the drinking water ufed in the city is taken up, and 
the greatcll wonder is, that it is frefhed at the Hood, and kilic!!. at the ebb. Here, 
and no where clfe on thefe coalls, are caught ciaiis and lobllers, as likewife Cuttle lilh,, 
and thole little Hiell-lilh called Zimbi, which pals for money. Heretofore the King of 
Congo referved the fight of lilhlng for thefe only to himfeif, but now the Portuguefc 
ulurp that liberty upon him. In||he af'refaid plcafant ilkuul, the dtizens of Angola 
delight tlfemfelvcs as much as the "^fitapolitans do, in llioir retirement at Pofilippo': for 
thispurpofe they have fevcral little hoiii'es there, which being mterinixcd with verdant 
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trees, afford a very delightful profpe< 9 :. They likewife cultivate the earth in that ifland, 
which being well watered, proves not a little fertile. 

Being got into port, and our arrival known, the governor immediately gave notice 
thereof to our Father-fuperior, who forthwith lent Father Jofeph da Seftri, and Father 
Francis da Pavia to bring us a-lliore. At our landing in the city; I could perceive joy 
.in every countenance on the occafion, and which was feconded by the great civilities 
fliewcd us by the citizens ; for as we paffed by their houfes, they not only font us 
umbrellas to defend us from the fcorching heat, but likewife to honour us. Being come 
to the church, our Fathers fang Tc Deurn for our fafe arrival. For eight days together 
we received vifits and treats from the principal peiTons of the city, in return whereof 
we prefented them with fotne fmall relics brought from Italy, which were nevcrthelels 
accepted W'ith a great deal of devotion and thanks. The accuflomed ceremony ufed at 
the arrival of miflioners or a prefect, was not fliewn for us, by roafon that we were 
only three. The ceremony is this: — No fooner is the news fpread abroad that there 
are feveral Capuchin miflioners come into port, but our brethren, accompanied by the 
nobility and gentry of the city, go out t& meet them : having received them into a 
barge, they conducf them a-fliore, where are pofled a great numl)er of White finging- 
boys, drelled like Capuchins, who, going before in proceflion, fing all the way to tiie 
church, and afterwards perform Te Down there : then the governor, and all the clergy 
and laity of the pkicc, come to pay them their refpeSs. 

In about a fortnight’s time I was obliged to depart from hence, with fomc of our 
Fathers, who, although they had been here above nine months, were not yet gone out 
on their miflion, and that by reafon of their expefting the heat fltould abate, w hiclt it 
feems it is wont to do about this month of May, juft contrary to our country, wfieie 
the cool weather begins w’ith September rains. Father Jofeph Maria da Bafletto, a 
man of great learning and experience, chofc me for his companion in his million to 
Sogno, and afkcd me of our perfed. Father Pavd Francis da Portomaurltio. Tliough 
I found myfelf not altogether recovered of my lafl: fatigue, yet confidering the eafielt 
way of travelling, was by fca, as alfo that this miflion of Sogno was not only the 
ancientefl, but likewife the befl wc had, through the commodioufnefs of its river, and 
the difpofition of its inhabitants, I readily confented to accompany this Father thither. 
Hereupon the day appointed for our departure being come, we went on board a Ikilf, 
and in four days arrived at the mouth of the river Zaire, the port of Sogno. At 
our entering this river the wind blew' fo hard, and the waves rofe fo high, that we 
were not a little aliaid of being loll. At length having weathered the Aril point, we 
fpied fume Afltermcn, ready, as we thought, to aflifl: us, but .expeded to be called; 
yet we taking them for heathens, and fearing, tint inflead of helping they might 
rather hinder us by their forcerics, gave them no Agn. 

My companion conjured the w-inds and feas, but I having faid my prayers betook 
myfelf to an oar, at which 1 tugged heartily for fome time, till at length, by the foie 
mercy of God, we were courtcoufly received into the embraces of the river. After 
having paffed theArft reach, our fouls began to revive, and we took pleafure in calling 
our eyes about towards both Ihorcs, which feemed to be ftrewed with vegetable 
emeralds; or might be taken at Aril Aght rather for the induflrjous workmanfliip of 
Pallas, than the capricious produd of nature. 'I'he water alfo appeared more like a 
cryflal caufeway, than any part of the iiiconflant element. As wo rowed ',dong the 
windinjT banks of this river, we were continually fltrowded with tree? called Mangas, 
not unlike the royal laurels: rhefe trees, at the joining of each branch, fprout forth a 
long hanging root, which at length reaching the mud and taking root, lliopts up anew, 
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and in a fliort time of one tree forms a kind of a little wood, in a* manner that you 
can hardly diftinguifh the fuckers from the plant. 1 was fhewn one of there trees, 
quite withered and decayed, and was informed that a certain bifliop of Congo, having 
been ill-treated by fome of thefe people, made the fign of the crofs upon it, whereupon 
it immediately dyed, like the fig-tree curfed by our Saviour. 

Although my bufinefs ihould be to write only what I obferved in my voyage, and 
not to take notice of other matters, yet cannot I forbear fpeaking of fome particulars 
relating to this large and famous river: its mouth then is about ten leagues wide, though 
fome writers will needs have it to be thirty; but their millake I prefume arifes from 
including the mouth of another branch or it, not far diftant from the former. The 
waters of this river are l’oincth-’‘'g yellowifh, by which they are known above thirty 
leagues at fea, and which v as likewife the caufe of this country being firft ^difcovered ; 
for the King of Portugal, Don John II., having fent a fleet under the command of Don 
Diego Cano to make difcoveries on this fouthern coall of Africa, that admiral guelTed at 
the nearnefs of the land by nothing fo much as by the complexion of the waters of Zaire; 
and putting into it, he aiked of the Negroes what river and country that was; who not 
underftanding him anfwered, “ Zevoco,” which in the Coiigolan tongue is as much as 
to fay, 1 cannot tell; from whence, though the word be corrupted, it has been fince 
called Zairo. After this on one of the points of this river the Portuguefe firfl; planted 
a crofs of fine marble, which fome time after being found out by the Hollanders, they 
out of envy broke it to pieces ; ncverthelefs fo much remained of it when 1 was there, 
as to difeover plainly the Portuguefe arms on the ruins of the bafis, with an infeription 
under them in Gothic charaders, though not eafy to be read. 

The fu ll difeovery of this part of the world by the Portuguefe happened in the year, 
fo fortunate for them, 1485, and becaufe they had been fo courteoufly received by the 
Negroes, and admitted among them with fo many tokens of love and afl'edion, this 
kingdom of Congo has never yet been fubjc6ted by the Whites, when it fared quite 
contrary with the queen of Singa and (ithers. The firfl religious perfons that fet foot¬ 
ing there, were three Dominican friars, as is teftified by Father Maffeus a jefuit, in the 
fil'd book of his hidory of the Indies. One of thefe was killed by th.c Giaghi at the 
time when they over-ran the kingdom of Congo, and routed the Congolan army under 
the condud of their general Zimbo. This barbarian of a conqueror amongft other 
fpoils feized upon the facred vedments and utenfils of this unhappy friar, and not con¬ 
tented with the bare pofl'efliou of them, \sould needs ridicule and profane thdm by 
putting them on, as likewife by appearing at the head of his followers with the chalice 
in his hand. As for the other two millioners, they died in a fhort time after their 
arrival, through thg exceflive Jieat of the climate, which is often fatal to us Furopeans. 

To thefe fucceeded twelve Frandfeans of the order of Obfervarits, who were carried 
hither by the fame Don Diego Cano in his third voyage into thefe parts. Some attri¬ 
bute the whole convcrfion of this country to thefe Fathers, not allouing that the three 
that were there before, through the fliortnefs of their continuance, could have time to 
do any thing towards it. But for my part I am of opinion that it is next to impoflible, 
thofe who had been fo courteoufly received, and who found the people fo eafy to be 
wrought upon, Ihould not convert many of them before they died. Likewife it is cer¬ 
tain that the friar thai was killed by the Giaghi had been chaplain to the Congolan 
army, and confequently was in a poll to do with them even what he pleafed. Never- 
thelefs not to carry the argument fisBrther, let me be allowed to fay, that it is probable 
the firll friars might fow the feed, and that the laft were thofe that cultivated and caufed 
it to flourilh. 
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Several other Evangelical labourers had been fent out from time to time into this 
vineyard, and at length, at the requeft of Don Alvaro fixih King of Congo made to 
Pope Urban the Eightli, that His HoHnefs would be pleafed to fend ibme more Capuchfa 
miflioners into his kingdom, there were others fent with letters patent from the faid pope 
in the year 1640, although through the many rubs and difficulties they met with, partly 
occafioned by Philip the Third King of Spain’s death, and the feizing of the crown of 
’ Portugal by the Duke of Braganza, they did not arrive till the year 1645, ''hich was 
under the pontificate of Pope Innocent the 'lenth, and in the reign of Don Carcia the 
Second, fucceffor to the before-named Don Alvaro. Thefe Fathers entaiing tlie river 
Zaire, the lirfl place they landed at was the country of Sngno, where they were received 
with extraordinary demonflrations of love and joy by the people, and cfpcciaily by the 
count, who went out to meet them many miles from the •place of his refulenco, and 
aflifled with them at mafs with great devotion in the church of Pinda, a town near the 
mouth of Zaire, adorning their altars moreover with the ricliefl furniture in his ward¬ 
robe. Hitherto flocked an infinite number of people upon this occafion, as well out of 
curiofity to fee ihefe new apoflles ^hofe awful deportment filled them with wonder 
and amazement), as to vie with ea<m othEr which Ihould fliew moll obedience to the 
gofpel. But this is no wonder, fince the firfl converts made by the aforefaid Francifean 
friars were the Sognefe, and who Hill feemed to liave lively impreffions left upon them of 
their former inllruclions. The firfl that were baptized among thefe Negroes were the 
count and one of his fons, whereof the former had the name given him of Don Ftna- 
nucl, and the other of Don Antonio. This Emanuel dying, befides the funeral com- 
monly made for other counts, he had a particular ceremony paid to his memory every 
year after, and which 1 myfelf have more than once performed on his account. After 
the count of Sogno, the King and Queen of Congo, together with their cldcfl: fon, were 
prevailed upon to be baptized, the two former taking the names of Don John and 
Donna Eleonora, the King and Queen of Portugal, and the latter that of the King’s fon 
the Infante. Thus began the Chriftian faith to be firfl cllablifhed in thefi; parts, and 
which has been all along fince maintained through the grace of God, and by the labours 
of feveral poor miflioners fucceflively fent in the fervice of the gofpel. 

But let us return to fpeak farther of the river Zaire. This river is commonly faid to 
take its rife in the kingdom of Matamba, fubjedl to the queen of Singa, which kingdom 
belngj^altogether governed by the female fex, 1 may number it among thofe nations de- 
Icribed by Claudian in Eutrop. lib. i. v. 323. 

-Meclis, levibufque Sabxis 
Imperathic fexus, reginariimq; fub armis 
Barbari* j)ars magna jacet. 

In this Matamba there is a vai'l colledtion of water, which dividing itfelf into two 
principal ftreams, one runs through Ethiopia, and is this river Zaire, and the other flows 
towards Egypt, being the Nile: this laft was formerly adored by the Egyptiatjs as a 
god, and that bccaufc of their being not able to find out its fource, imagining that there¬ 
fore it had none. I believe the caufe why they could not difeover its head, was by 
realbn they could not go far up it, being hindered by the catarads which fall in fuch a 
dreadful manner, that they at the fame time offend both the eye and the ear. In this 
vail lake before-mentioned, before it divides itfelf into the aforefaid rivers, rue to be 
found feveral water-monflers, araongfl which there is one fort which difii ; s from human 
kind only in want of reafon and fpeech. Father Francis da Pavia, one of our miffioners 
living in this country, would by no means believe that there were any fuch mongers in 
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this »aVi>, affirming they were only illuiions devifed by the Negroes; whereujpon the 
queen of Singa bdng informed of his infidelity, invited him one day to go a fiuiing for 
mem: fcarce had the fifhermen thrown m their nets, but they difcovered thirteen upon 
the fur^e of the water, whereof they could neverthelefs take but one female, which was 
big with young. The colour of this fiih was black, it had long black hair and Urge 
naik upon very long fingers, which perhaps were given it by nature to help its fwim- 
ming: it lived not above twenty-four hours out of the water, and during all that time 
would not tafte jiny the lead food that was offered it. 

Throughout all the river 2^re there is to be found the mermaid, which from the 
middle upwards has fome refembUnce of a wcunan, as in its bread, nipples, hands, and 
arms, but downwards it is rjtogether a filh, ending in a long tail forked its head is 
round, and dice like to that of a calf: it has a large ugly mouth, little ears, and round 
full eyes: upon its back it has a large hide tacked, perforated in feveral places. This 
hide or Ikin feems to have been defigned by nature for a fort of mantle to cover it, 
being contrived either to open or fhut. The ri^ qf this filh are proper to daunch 
blood, but the greated of its phyfical virtues' lies m two little bones in its ears. I have 
eat of this filh divers times, and it feems to be well-relilhed, and not unlike fwines-flelh, 
which its entrails likewife refemble. For this reafon the Negroes name it Ngullu a Mafa 
(the water-fow), but the Portuguefe called it Peixe Molker (the woman filh). Although 
it feeds on the herbs that grow on the fides of the river, yet does it notUieverthelefs ever 
go out of the water, but only holds its head out. For the mod part it is to be taken 
only when it rains, for then the water being didurbed it cannot fo well difcem the ap¬ 
proach of filher-men. Thofe that go to take them have a little boat for»that purpofe, 
in which they paddle up foftly till they come to the place where the filh lies, and which 
they know by the motion it caufes in the water; then having a lance ready, they imme¬ 
diately dart it with all their force into her, and if through the ftnallnefs of their boat, 
or for want of drength, they cannot hold her, they let go the lance, and leave the filh 
at liberty, well knowing that being exceedingly long the lance mud necelfarily difcover 
where Ihe flies with it. But if on the other hand they can maintain their droke with 
another lance, they dart a fecond time, by which means at lad they eafily tire and take 
the filh. After the fame manner, but with lefs trouble, they take pilchards, which are 
fat, and as large as herrings, and they have no other way to take them but this. I 
Ihould have told you what fort of falhioned lances thefe were, becaufe they differ fome- 
thing from ours of Europe; they have a very long round daff made of wood, but as 
hard as iron, round, and lb thick, that as many darts are made fad to it a fmall didance 
from one another, that they take up fix or feven fpans in compafs. 

There is alfo in this river the water or fea-horfe, as large as two land ones : he has 
fhort thick legs, round feet, a large wide mouth, with a double row of hook teeth, 
and long tulks befides in the lower jaw, like to thofe of a large wild boar, with which, 
when he is in fury, he tears whatever comes near him. As I was once failing along 
this river, I faw one of thefe horfes floating near our boat, and neighing like a horfe, 
of which he has great refemblance; a-nights he goes alhore to feed, but, in the day¬ 
time, he keeps for the mod part clofe in the vrater; but wherelbever they are, the fe¬ 
male is always at hand; in whofe defence the male fights defperately; and when the 
female is with young, or has lately dropped her colt (which Ihe generally does in the 
fens where there is but little water), the male is mod furious, and, bdng exceedingly 
jealous, will affault the birks as they Jiafs along the river, and fometimes, if they be 
fmall, overturn them with his heels: this makes thofe that know his nature, to avoid 
the marfhes at that time, not carii^ how far they go about, fo they can but have their 

VOL. XVI. F F paffage 



JIEROLLA’s voyage to CONGO. 


ai8 

paflTage fafe. The rime to hunt them is a-nights, when they go to feed upon the land; 
then the hunters block up their way back to the river with boats, and afterwards wait 
for their return. Being returned, they let fly their arrows at them like hail; but woe 
be to him that happens to be in any one of their ways after being wounded, for he will 
then affuredly tear him to pieces, if they have not trees to fave themfelves on, which 
'they generally take care to procure. Sometimes thefe creatures will fly away after they 
are wounded, and, not finding a paflage open to the river, will run to the next preci¬ 
pice, and leap off from thence into the water, whereby they break thejr legs, and then 
are eafily taken. The flelh of thefe animals is little valued, being generally efteemed 
food for the meaner fort of people, allowed by divines to be fifli ibecaufe they live and 
breed in thp water, though they feed on land. The yard of the male, and the two 
Hones found in his ears, as large as hen-eggs, are good to diffolve the done, as well in 
the kidneys as the bladder. This laft is likewife a remedy againft a ftoppage of urine, 
being pulverized and diflblved in fair water, and given about a fpoonful at a time. As 
I was once going up this river, I o^jljp'ved in a low illand hard-by, feveral fmall houfes 
fet upon ftakes, about ten foot from the ground, with a ladder at the door to draw up 
and let down. Having inquired what thefe meant, I was told that they were built in 
that manner to prevent the inhabitants from being injured by the fea-horfes, that always 
feeds thereabouts a-nights. The like fort of houfes 1 have feen near the forefts, to 
prevent the ravage of lions and tigers : but what makes me wonder moll of all is, at 
the name of thefe fea-horfes, it being their nature to keep always out of the falt-water, 
which they hate and cannot fubfilt in. 

Here are no crocodiles as in other rivers, but there are nevcrthelefs feveral kinds of 
excellent fifli which are taken various ways, though never in any great number, by 
reafon of the flothfulnefs of the inhabitants, who are naturally enemies to hard labour. 
The right of fifliing with nets is wholly referved to the prince, who nevcrthelefs is ac- 
cuftomed to give leave to do it to any that will* afk it of him ; and when he wants fifli, 
he fends his fervants with his own nets for it. 

Having failed up this river, about midnight we arrived at the town of Pinda, twelve 
miles from the fea. Landing immediately, we retired to a church, the fir ft built here 
by the Portuguefe, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary, whofe ftatue of baffo-relievo is 
conftantly worfhipped every Sunday by a van; number of Negroes who flock hither for 
that purpofe. Here Ukewife was formerly a convent of our order, but by reafon of the 
badnefs of the air, being too near the river, it w as thought advifable to remove it to 
the city of Sogno where the count refides, about two miles off. Hither we went next 
morning with a great deal of willingnefs, though 1 could notr fay I Jbad wanted for fatis- 
faflion all the way I came up this river. Being got to our convent, the count came im¬ 
mediately thither to congratulate and welcome our arrival, and that more efpecially on 
account of my companion, who had been there three years before. After his vifit, he 
ordered us a prefent of feveral things of the produtft of the country. In this our con¬ 
vent we found only one prieft named Father Paul da Varefe, and he returned to Loanda 
in a few days in the fame Ikiff that brought us ; there remaining then with us only a 
lay-brother, one Leonard da Nardo, an old man of a good life, and extraordinarily 
well verfed in the cuftoms of the country, through the long flay he had made there. 

We now began forthwith to apply ourfelves to the bufinefs of our miflion, and it fell 
to,my (hare to celebrate the firft mafs; but not knowing much of the language, I could not 
pretend to preach in public. I therefore haftily compofed a Ihort ferraon, and preached 
it in the congregation adjoining to our church, which confifts of the better fort of per- 
fons, and who generally underftand fomething of Portuguefe. Out of fome of this 
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congregation it is that the counts are moftly chofen, provided they are of the Sangre de 
Cadera, as they call it, which is an expreflion borrowed from Portuguefe, and fignifies, 
the blood of the throne.” My companion always preached publicly every holiday; 
but we were fain to fay mafs late, becaufe of the count and his followers, who never 
came till then. He always came in great pomp, being better attended than any prince 
of the Lower Ethiopia is wont to be. The fifth Sunday after Whitfuntide it happened, 
that when I was juft ready to come out to fay mafs, the count came in. My compa¬ 
nion, and fuperior, prefently fpied him, and, turning to me, bid me preach that fer- 
mon in public which I had prepared for the private congregation, that the count might 
not go without a fermon on that day. I began to fhrug up my fhoulders, and to excufe 
it, not thinking myfelf yet qualified to fpeak in public j till at length he bid me obey, 
and God would aflift me. I began mafs; and after the Gofpel, the ufyal time of 
preaching, took for my text the words of the commandments, “ Thou ftialt not kill.” 
From this text I took occafion to inveigh againft wizards, who bear a mighty fway in 
this country, proving, “ That it was much worfe to kill the foul, by inclining it to 
diabolical illufions, than to murder the body.” tlNow, becaufe I often repeated the 
word “ kill ” in my fermon, the people began to give a great hum. I neverthelefs 
went on, and was rather encouraged thereby to exaggerate the heinoufnefs of the 
offence, than affrighted from fpcaking againft it. But the more I raifed my voice, the 
greater was the murmtir,.! might have faid clamour ; the count only all this while con¬ 
tinued filent. At length the fermon being ended, and the fubftance of it explained by 
the interpreter, accor^ng to cuftom, I and my fuperior were in a thoufand doubts about 
this humming. We inquired of every one we met concerning it, yet none durft fatisfy 
us therein; but all went away fmiling. When all the reft were gone, Ve took one 
into the houfe, and treating him with aqua-vitae and roll-tobacco, intreated him to tell 
us the caufe of the difturbance in the church, believing it could not be caufed by the 
fermon, in which nothing w^as to be condemned, either as to the fubjeft or language^, 

“ The difcourfe,” faid he, “ was moft excellent, though not defigned by the Fa¬ 
ther ; for the people, though not well {killed in the Portuguefe language, imagine that 
the Fathers-miffioners know all that has happened, and that hum was a token of their 
approbation, they having taken his words in another fenfe.” “ Pray tell me what has 
happened,” faid F.Jofeph: “ 1 w'ill fo,” replied he ; “ but take notice, there is nolefs 
penalty than death for him that difeovers it to the miflioners, and, therefore. Your 
Reverence muft take care that you do not make me lofe my life.” Being affured we 
would keep his fecret, he proceeded thus :—“ Your Reverence muft then know, that 
in the time of holy week. Father Paul da Varefe officiating in the church, great multi¬ 
tudes of this princijiality nocked hither from all parts to join vrith him in devotion. At 
the fame time the devil, who is never wanting to promote his intereft as often as he 
fees occafion, took the opportunity to put it in the count’s and his relations’ heads, that 
feveral of this congregation, under pretence of religion, were met together in a treache¬ 
rous defign. Hereupon a great number of the count’s vaffals and fnends being affem- 
bled to wifli him a merry Eafter, that prince ordered them to fee the oath takei\ (what 
this oath is fhall be explained hereafter) by fuch and fuch as he then pointed out, in 
three feveral places of his dominions, and whereby,” continued he “ there are many 
already dead, and more and more die thereof every day.” “ Is it fo ?” quoth Father 
Jofeph: “ for the future you ihall have no reafon to fear any more dying by thefe 
means. “ Keither {hall you,” faid he jo the Negro, “ be in any danger for your difeoyery 
of thefe de\'ili{li pradlices.” The fecond mafs after, the fame Father preached, and re- 
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fttming the fubjed which I had been upon before, tpok occafion firom thence to hint 
fomething agaunft this fcandal. 

Towards night we both went to court, and ddired private audience of the^ count; 
which was readily granted us. The firft that began with him was my companion Fa¬ 
ther Jdeph, who warmly reprefented to him, “ That being a Chriitian, he had be¬ 
haved himfelf like a Pagan, commanding thofe poor people to take fuch a devililh oath 
' on a groundlefs fufpicion.” To this fmart (fharge the count at firft gave no anfwer, 
being no doubt furprized with fo unexpefted a refproof j but inftead thereof, though a 
Black, became almoft pale, and thereby convinced us at the fame time both of his 
guilt and remorfe. This ftrange and fudden alteration put me in mind of what the poet 
Iwd of Queen Dido: * 

MacuHfque trementes 

Interfufa genas, et pallida morte futura. Viac. 1. 4 . ^neid. 

“ I cannot believe,” added the Father, “ that Don Antonio Bareto da Silva (fo was 
this prince’s name) could do this of his own head, but rather imagine it to have been 
contrived by his counfeilors or relations.” The poor count immediately fell on his 
knees, weeping and lamenting like another David before Nathan the prophet, and con- 
felling his crime in the following words : — “ Truly,” faid he, “ I have been exceedingly 
to blame, inordepin^ fo barbarous a teft of my fubj^’s loyalty; but fince 1 have finned 
like David, like him I alfo beg pardon.” To which Father Jofeph replied in the 
words of St. Ambrofe fpoken to Theodofius the Emperor ; “ fince you have imitated a 
king in his fin, follow him in his repentance.” The effe£i: of this was, that the count 
the fame night countermanded his orders, and thereby all farther mifchief was pre¬ 
vented. 

The aforefaid oath, Bolungo, is adminiftered to the fuppofed traitor, by a fort of 
wizard called Cangazumbo, who making a certain compofition out of the juice of 
herbs, ferpents’ flem, pulp of fruit, and divers other things, gives it to the fuppofed 
delinquent to drink, who if guilty (as they tell you) will immediately fell down in a 
fwoon, or trembling, to the ground, infomuch that if they did not prefently give him 
an antidote, he would infallibly die away; but if not guilty, no harm would happen 
to him. A manifeft and open cheat this, though not difcovered through the blindnels 
of this people; for the wizard, in cafe he has a imnd to acquit the accufed, omits thofe 
ingredients in the compofition which he puts in where he defigns to condemn him. 
This order from the count was an abfolute new thing, and never praftifed before j for 
he had commanded every one of his fubjeds, not exceptmg any, to go to one of thofe 
three places where thefe minifters of the devil refide, and there trf undergo a teft of 
their loyalty, after the |pUowing manner: —^The fuppofed traitor was made to look into a 
great vat of water, wherein if he fell he had immediately his head ftruck oft; but if he 
was innocent, he came away fafe and found. Whence it proceeded that they did or 
did not fall, time rauft difcover; but they that performed this work being heathens, 
it is tq be fuppofed that they poifoned the water. 

Now we are upon the fubjeft of thefe oaths or lefts, give, me leave to inform you of 
feveral other forts now in ufe among thefe wricked people: one of thefe is called Chi- 
lumbo, and which might rather be feid to be appli^ than adniiniftered; for the per- 
fon accufed hath a red hot iron pafted over his n^ed leg ; which if it caufes any blilier, 
be is forthwith thought guilty; but if not, he is^releafed The deceit of thus is, that 
if the patient be determined to be acquitted, the fubfile wizard has a certain prq>ar^on 
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concealed in his hand, of an exceedingly cold nature, with which ftro^e gently over 
the part, the fire when applied there loles its force; but if he be to be found guilty, 
that remedy is omitted, and then the iron is left to caufe its effeft. 

The following pafTage happened when I was in my miffion at Bengo m the kingdom 
of Angola, on tne account of my health : —The fon of a Mulatto being fick, was 
ordered by a phyfician to be let blood Jj^d a flave of his that had been a furgeon, 
undertaking to perform the operation, * rough an unfteady guidance of his lance 
happened to prick an artery, whereby foon followed a gangrene, and in a fliort time 
the patient died.* The father of this youth fuppofing that the flave had done what he 
did on purpofe, refolved to have him undergo the trial of Chilumbo, and thereupon 
immeftately caufed him to be feized and carried to one of thofe three before>mentioned 
places where the wizards live. This done, he was foon brought to the tcft, and had 
not only the red-hot iron paffed over his thigh, which burnt him miferably, but the 
enraged father likewife, not contented with what he had already fuffered, would needs 
bind him hand and foot, and after that thrufl a flaming torch feveral times into his face. 
The knowledge ofthis coming to my ear the next day, by means of a courier belonging 
to the bifhop of Loanda, who likevnfe heightened the fetf, alledging that the Mulatto 
had moreover burnt the flave alive, and afterwards thrown his afh^ into the river; 

I told the courier that I could give no credit to what he related, unlefs he would bring 
two witnelTes to vouch the truth thereof. Hereupon they were prefently produced, 
but could only affirm, that they faw the Mulatto thruft the torch feveral times in the 
Have's face; and that they afterwards heard he was burnt and thrown into the river. 
Upon thefe depofitions I ufed all the means I could to get the wizard intp my power, 
that had performed this hellifh ceremony \ but found it impoffible, becaufe he had 
fufpe£ted I fhould be informed of it, and fo fled away. The next thing I had to do 
was to catch the Mulatto, which I foon accomplilhed by the diligence of fome fpecial 
friends. Being brought before me, he, accofted me after this manner: “ I would fain 
know,” quoth he, “ for what reafon I am brought before you ?” “ For having wickedly 
burnt your flave,” faid I. “ That is not fo,” anfwered he, for Jie is yet alive.” 
“ Bring him then hither,” faid I, ** that I may fee whether he be or not.” Hereupon 
he immediately ordered fome others of his (laves to bring him in, which they forthwith 
did, but bound after that barbarous manner, that it was impoffible to loofe him without 
cutting the cords. Then I demanded of the Mulatto, why he ufed his flave fo barba* 
roufly. He anfwered, “ For having murdered his only child.” “ That was his '* 
misfortune, rather than his fault,” faid I, “ and therefore you have not done wha^ou 
can juftify.” “ I mil jufbfy it,” faid he, “ before any magiftrate whatfoever.” “ Tnen 
you (hall do it,” replied I, “ to the bifhop of Loanda.” And accordingly I ordered 
both him and his flave to be fent away to that city. I afterwurds heard that the faid 
bifhop had difcharged the flave, but fhut up his mailer in prifon till he had fatisfied for 
his offence. 

There are many other fpecies of this teft of Chilumbo, but which I fhall only hint 
at here, they having been more at large defcribed already by Father Montecuceolo in 
his Hiftorical Defcnptions. - 

The fecond way of ^idminiftering this Chilumbo tell is, by taking a tender and foft 
root of the tree Banana, which is put into the mouth of the perfon apcufed. Now if 
this root ^ck to his mouth, and make him feem to be eating of fomething clammy, 
then he is immediately thought guilty, and worthy of puniinment j or if it happen 
otherwife, then is he forthwith discharged. 


The 
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The third way is, by eating the fruit of a certain palm called Emba, whiclf yields 
oil; this being firft tailed by the wizard, to Ihew that there is no danger in it to the 
innocent, is afterwards poifoned and given to the perfon intended to be convifled ; but 
if that perfon be wary, and has a mind to come off fafe, he mull greafe the fills of 
the dillributers, and by thofe means may efcape. 

The fourth trial is, by a pot of boiling w||pr, into which the wizard throws a Hone, 
ar any other thing of the like nature, and then takes it out himfelf with his naked hand, 
ordering the reft to do the fame ; they that take it without being fcalded, are fuppoled 
innocent, whereas the contrary declares their guilt. 

The fifth, and which is chiefly prafkifed in the kingdom of Congo, is to clap^everal 
fiiail-lhells to the accufed perfon’s temples; where, if they .(lick, he is condemned, but 
if not, difcharged. Let the reader judge if there may not be any fallacy in this way, 
or not. 

The fixth, moll in ufe among the Blacks, is to light a torch made of a certain 
bitumen diftilled from trees, and to quench the fame in water and afterwards to give 
that water to the fuppofed criminal to driak; which, if he be guilty,*will do him harm ; 
but if not, will caufe no alteration in him. 

The feventh is praftifed only by fmiths, who are fometimes wizards, and is called by 
the natives Nole Fianzumdu. The manner of adminiftcring this Chilurabo, is by heat¬ 
ing an iron red-bot, and afterwards quenching it in water before; which water is 
immediately given to drink to thofe that take the oath. Now, if it is obferved that 
they cannot eafily get it down, as it fometimes happens, through apprehenfion only, 
then are they pronounced guilty without any farther proof; or elfe, by their eafy fwal- 
lowing of it, difcharged. 

Others make this trial, by the water wherein their lord’s feet have been walhed, and 
which is called Nfy-a-maia. The reft of the kinds I fhall omit fpeakifig of, for the 
reafons before-mentioned. 

There are other ways of difeovering theft and forcery, as likewile for abfolving any 
that have taken the aforefaid oath|pi) 

As for the firft, a fubtile wizam is commiflioned with the name of Nbaci, who takes 
a long thread in his hand, either of linen or woollen, and holding one end himfelf, 
gives the other to hold to him who is the fuppofed thief. This done, he applies a red 
hot iron to the middle of the faid thread, and if it burns, the delinquent is fined to 
the value; or, if the theft be great, he is made a flave; but if otherwife, abfolved. 
Whether the devil has any hand in this I cannot decide, not being thoroughly acquainted 
with the matter of fa£l. 

Concerning the fecond, to difeover v ho has been dealing with the de%dl, they make 
the following experimiht-The root of a certain tree called Ncafla, is diflblved in 
water; and, after diflblution, that water is put up in vefl'els, and given to the perfon 
accufed to drink. Afterwards he is delivered into the hands of feveral ftrong men to 
mifufe, and lhake about in a manner, that in a very fliort time he falls down in a fwoon ; 
fome imagine that this is rather occafioned by poifon given him inftead of the faid root. 
This tree is pretty tall, and of a red colour, and has a wonderful virtue for curing the 
tooth-ache and fore gums. It is likewife extremely pernicious to birds, who fly from 
it; for if they fliould once fettle on its boughs, they would immediately fall down dead 
to the ground. 

As for the third, to abfolve from any fort of oath, it is performed by a minifter 
called Ganga, or Nzi, who rubs the tongue of the perfon to be abfolved with the fruit 
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of thef>alm that produces oil, and after muttering fonie few.words to hirafelf,* he th^e- 
by frees him from his oath, and fo fends him home to his houfe. " 

Laftly» there is another fort of trial, which is performed not by the deceitful hand 
of a wizard, but by a perfon of fome quality, after the following manner :■—'fwo obfti- 
nate fellows being at law together, and the truth being hard to be got out of them, 
the judge fummons them both to appear before him, where being come he fixes to 
each of their foreheads a fea-llicll, and at'ttie fame time commands them to bow down 
their heads; now he that the fliell firil drops from is taken for the liar, and the other 
acquitted. 

Whilft I was in Bengo above-mentioned, my companion Father Francis da Monte 
LeoneJ having feized upon one of the aforefaid wizards, fent him to the Portuguefe 
governor to be punimed, wno immediately upon conviction condemned hirn to death: 
his time of fuffering being come, he was exhorted by Father Francis tor confefs his 
crime, but inftead thereof, being an obftinate fellow, he gave this anfwer: “ What! 
would you have me to accufe myfelf where I have committed no crime ? My practice 
has always hitherto been to do good to all men and not evil; for when the poor people 
of my country have fowed, and the earth becae e afterwards dry for tvant of rain, if 
I out of mere charity have caufed the clouds to diffolve to fupply that necellity, was 
this a crime ? If I have converfed with tygers, ferpents, lions, and other wild animals, 
and they have anfwered ne, was there any harm in it ? If at a time when there was 
no boat to be found in the river I out of pure compaffion called croefidiles to carry us 
over, muft this be accounted a fm ?” After this and the like manner he juftified his 
crime for fome time, yet however at length thought fit to own himfelf guilty ; but 
becaufe he had been profecuted by a miffioner, he w'as afterwards pardoned his life, 
and fent bound to Brazil. 

Wc had n^ been many months in Sogno before the people, through remorfe of 
confcieiice, difeovered to us that the filler of a certain nobleman of that country cured 
perfons publicly by the help of magic * and that moreover to make herfelf the better 
known for a foicerer, Ihe went clothed like a wit^ and wore long dilhevelled hair, 
contrary to the cuftom of thefe parts. They furtIWP informed us, that fhe frequently 
had a drum beat before her to publilh her profeflion, and likewife that Ihe had a fon 
that praftifed the fame art, and lived with her in the houfe. This being heard by us 
with great abhorrence, we immediately drew up a charge againft both mother and fon, 
and at the fame time made ufe of our utmoll endi avours to get them apprehended : but 
the former being timely acquainted with our defigns, efcaped up into the country, 
while the latter fell into our fnares, and was fent by us bound to the count. This 
prince, notwithftanding our diligence to feize the prifoner, gave him neverthelefs fo 
much liberty, that he foon found means, though bound, to g^t to his father’s houfe, 
by whom he was inllantly loofed, and fent to an ifland in the Zaire to be protefted. 
This was the firft difpleafure we received from the count, whom wc Jifterwards feverdy 
upbraided with deftroying the tender plants of Chrillianity in his country, and putting 
a flop to all good works wc had begun there; telling him, he imitated but ill his pre- 
deceffor Count Stephen, who, after having extirpated thefe wicked wizards almoll 
totally out of his dom^ions, commanded his governors that wherever they were found at 
any time to have returned, they fhould immediately be feized, and have their heads lopt 
oft without any further ceremony ; and in cafe any of his officers did not put this law 
in execution, he was liable to the fame fentence. After this manner were our miflloners 
aflifled in their endeavours during (!lount Sfepheu’s reign : nay, he was fo zealous in 
his affiflance, that he would travel about with them himfelf, and obfcrve how things 
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his own eye »; and if he found any whoremonger, he would reprdre him 
m the following words:—** Either this woman jdeafes you, or not; if ihe does pleafe 
you, why do not you marry her ? and if not, why does Ihe continue with you ?" 

This reprimand we gave the count fucceeded fo well, that he feemed afterwards 
inclinable m fome meafureto comply with our deiires, alledging that he would willingly 
bring thofe offenders to puniihment, but that he could not catch them, by reafon of 
thdr being removed too far up into the country. Notwithftanding, the fether that had 
before releafed his fon without authority, being afraid of being imprifoned himfelf for 
fo doing, thought it advifeable to feign Umfeif Tick to evade that danger, and confe* 
quently fent for me to confefs him: I immediately complied with his defires, and con- 
teffed nim, but Toon found that what he had done was more ojit of hypocrify than 
fincerity; Ar it is a cuftom in this country, that where any perfon has received abfolu- 
rion, he forthwith becomes free from any crime, and may confequently depart at 
liberty, though he were in hold before. The reafon they give for this is, “ That if 
God has pardoned them, how can man pretend to find them guilty ?” The fame was 
anfwered us by the count, when we requefted him, upon finding out the fellow’s dilfi- 
mulation, to have him imprifoned again, ** Have ye not abfolved him ?” quoth he. 
“ Is he not free? How then can I pretend to lay hands upon him?” Nor would he 
hear any reafon to the contrary, becaufe the offender was his kinfman. 

Awhile after the count fent us another of thefe wizards, with an alfurance that for 
the future he would let none efcape that came into his power. This perfon we imme¬ 
diately carried into a room to examine; but while my companion went into an adjoin¬ 
ing apartment to fetch a paper, leaving the prifoner for me and the interpreter to keep, 
he, notwithftanding our diligence, and the great number of people in the next room, 
got from us, A dog we had in the houfe being alarmed at the noife immediately run 
after him, while I by another way purfued him fo luckily, that I fooH met him and 
tript up his heels, and at the fame inftant followed his fall and leapt upon his back, 
belabouring him with all my might, notwithftanding the fear the people have here of 
meddling with wizards, with th^vd of my order, invoking all the while St. Michael 
and the reft of the faints to my a^ance. At the fame interim my companion came 
in, and could not forbear laughing to obferve how luftily I laid him on. A little after, 
the people that had brought him to us came up and bound him in fuch a manner that 
he could not ftir *, for you muft obferve they were not afraid to touch him, by reafon 
of the Agnus and other prefervatives that we had fumilhed them with. Being thus in 
o0r power, we foon brought him to abjure his errors, and afterwards fet him at liberty. 
The laws of this country as to thefe cafes are as follow: — If the wizard that is taken be 
a freeman, and abjures, for the firft offence he is only enjoined penance; for the 
fecond he pays an Indian piece of about the value of a flave; but if he offends a third 
time, he is forthwith fold for a flave, and the price of him diftributed among the poor: 
if he be a flave himfelf that offends, although it be the firft time, he is neverthelefs 
prefently fold, and fent among the Whites, a thing fo much abhorred by them that 
they would almoft purchafe their redemption with the price of their lives. When any 
of thefe three laft cafes happens, a perfon is deputed either to receive the money ana 
diftribute it as before, or elfe to take in exchange fo much lipen as amounts to the 
value, and this to wrap the dead poor in, after the cuftom of the country. All which 
is done without dur concerning ourfelves, left it fhould occafion fonje evil-fpirited people 
to fuggeft that what we did was rather through ^ motive of covetoufnefs than any of 
charity or religion. 


So 
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So jftany cafes of this'nature happened to me during my miflion, that would fttfUce 
fo make a volume apart; neverthelefs, not to be too tirefome tO my reader, I fh.all 
content myfelf with relating only the moft remarkable. Upon a time a certain wizard 
more famous than ordinary was brought before me, whoni, not to truft any more to 
the count, I committed to the cuftody of the keeper of the church (an office of great 
gain and much honour, and which is not conferred by us but upon perfons beft 
qualified), to the end that he might imprifon him the fafer in his own houfe. This 
good man, notwithftanding my particular injundions, not long after fet his prifoner at 
lil)erty, and placed in his room and in chains a poor flave. At my coming a little 
while ^ter to examine the offendt -, not finding him to be the fame that I fent, I began 
to demand of the keeper what was become of him. He anfwered me, “ That 
was he.” Then I aflvcd the prifoner, if he were theperfon: to which Ae replied, 
“ He was.” Hereupon I feemed to believe both, yet being certain that I was impofed 
upon, I was rcfolvcd to know the truth: for this end I called one of the Haves belong¬ 
ing to the church to me, and commanded him to go immediately and cut olF the pre¬ 
tended wizard’s head. Hereat the imprifoned flave being affrighted, cfpecially when 
he law the axe brought, began to tremble, and cry out, “ I am not he, I am not the 
wizard, but fuch a one is (naming him) whom the keeper has fet free, and put me in 
his Head.” Then turning to the'keeper, I faid, “ What fay you to this?” He an- 
iwered, “ Father, the wizard is gone forth to feck a livelihood, and ha.t left this perfon 
here as a pledge till he returns; but (continued he) I will immediately go and look 
afier him, and do not queftion but to lind him.” Hereupon I went along with him, . 
but to no purpofe, for the fubtle conjurer had very prudently given us both the flip. 
For this oftence I could do no Icfs than deprive the keeper of his place, and he was 
not a little thankful that I left him his life. Moreover, prifoners efcape many times 
here through the flightnefs of their prifons, for being moft commonly built with reeds 
they cannot be fuppofed to be very ftrciitg. To remedy this, we generally took care 
at the arrival of any F.uropean veft'cl to embark our prifoners on board, and to traiif- 
port them to other countries. • 

The infernal pradlice of forcery is even abhorred by the natives, and thofe that make 
life of it arc for the moft part the meaneft fort of people, ferving here eitlier for phy- 
ficians or furgeons, there being no others in the country. The remedies they have 
are generally the natural ones, and. therefore they have recourfe to witchcraft to credit 
their art, and to make people believe that the virtues of their medicines are commu^ 
nicated to them by the tievil. If their phyfic fails, they excufe themlelves, and iav, 

“ A certain ominom, bird flew*over their heads, and hindered the operation of itor 
t'lfe they affert fomc other ridiculous He. Tliefe forts of incantations are always prac- 
tifed in the night-time. The firft thing they fay to the fick perfon after he comes 
under their cure is, “ If you have a mind to be cured, be fure not to fend for any con- 
feffor, for his prefcncc will not only take away the virtue of the remedy, but likewife 
deprive you of your life.” Wnicn any one dies unrler their hands, they affirm that 
there were other occafions of his death than thofe of his difteinper, which puts the 
parents upon divers curfed methods of finding out the fuppofed murderers, they being 
generally of opinion thafi^nobody dies a natural death. 

Dreadful to be remembered, though not unworthy of memory, vws a cafe that 
happened in .pur time, as follows: — A certain child had languiflied for fome time under 
a defperatc difeafe, and which, by being the only one its parents had, was their chiofeft 
comfort*and fupport; the relations often foHcited them to fend for fome wizard or 
other to recover its health, but they would by no means hear of fuch a proprjfid, 
XVI. Ci G ullcdging 
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alledging that they never yet had had recourfe to any fucb people tipon any dccallon 
whatever* To this* the relations replied, and aflced them, “ What they thought the 
world would fay, that they who had but one only child, Ihould fulFer it to die for 
want of being at the expence of a magician ?” This they urged fo home, and made 
ufe of fo many other arguments of the like nature, that they at length prevailed upon 
the deluded parents to fend for a wizard hard-by ; when he came into the houfe, the 
mother had her fick child in her arms, which the magician ftretching forth his arm 
to tou^h, in order to begin his charm, at the fame time both the child and the wizard 
expired; this occafioned fo exceflive an aiiliftion in the father and ’the mother, that 
blaming themfelves for this impious credulity, andilooking upon this accident as no 
better than parricide in them, before they would bury the body of their unhappy infant, 
they came* to confeffion at our convent. 

Not unlike this was another accident that happened in this country while I was there; 
A certain fick perfon fent to a magician to come and cure him : the magician came 
accordingly, but as he was ftretching forth his hand, as in the foregoing cafe, he fell 
down dead to the ground, miferably lofing his own life, at the feme time that he 
endeavoured by wretched means to prolong that of another man. 

But let us return to fpeak a little more of the wicked oaths pradifed among tlxefu 
people. 'I’hey have another fort of oath which they call Orioncio : the way of admi- 
niftering this by putting exceeding ftrong poifon into tile fruit called Nicefi, fuffi- 
dently Tpoken of before, and afterwards giving that fruit to the fuppofed guilty perfon 
to eat: he has no fooner tailed of it, but his tongue and throat begin to fwell to that 
cxccfs, that; if the wizard did not fpeedily apply an antidote, he mull inevitably foon 
perilh under the experiment, and though innocent he commonly remains tortured for 
many days. 

The oath called Oluchenche is given after the following ntanner t—The perfon that 
takes it has his limbs bound tighter or looferj to force out the truth as they term it, 
according to the wizard’s inclination to find him either guilty or innocent. 

As 1 paffed through the kingdom of Angola, one of the aforefaid forts of the oath- 
called Bolungo, was adininiftered to a Mufacca (fo they call the receiver anrong the 
Whites), a relation to the King of Congo, and to him of Loango, one of the power- 
fulleil along that coaft, and whofe fon, as they told me, was to fucceed in that king¬ 
dom. I'o this perfon the Scinghili, (gods of the earth, l)eing the name they have for 
iheir wizards,) attributed the caufe of its not raining in the month of March, at which 
time it always had accuftomed to have rained. He therefore, to fatisfy the rage of the 
people, was to undergo this dangerous teft, which he accordingly djd, and unexpectedly 
came off acquitted. The Scinghili, or wizards, boaft that it is in their power to grant 
or prevent either wet weather or a drought. 

We having put afhore in one of the ports of this kingdom-, as we were on our 
voyage to Congo, and the people having underftood who 1 was, and that I was of a 
contrary opinion to that of their Semghili, they began immediately- to murmur againft 
me. Their wizards, to confirm their belief, and to oppofe mine, foretold that there 
(hould be no rain all that fummer. But it fo fell out, and Providence, 1 believe, had 
fo ordered it, that fcarce was I got a&ore to fay mafs, but tho heavens began to pour 
forth their watry wrath againft Uiefe infidels in fuch a manner, that thefe very wizards 
were afterwards forced to own to me that their knowledge in thefe matters was not 
infallible. « 

In our convent at Sogno, our Fathers had built one apartment two ftories high, on 
purpofe to keep fomc of the church utenfils by themfelves. No rain having happened 
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tliat feafon, the Scinghili attributed the caufe thereof to our raifing our building con¬ 
trary to the cuftom of the country. Hereupon the too credulous people came one day 
in a great rage to pull down that apartment; when one of our Fathers, immediately 
going out, demanded of them, “ What they would have?” Whom they anfwered in 
great fury, “ That they muft either pull down that building, or they ihould always 
want rain.” This foon fired the pious Father, and made him to go on with a great 
deal of zeal; firft reproaching their unwarrantable folly, and after giving them to 
Ainderftand that Cod was the only difpofer of all gifts, ■ii.-iber in heaven, e:#th, or 
fca, fometimes giving, and fometimes withholding, accoidh/g as he bcfl faw fit and 
convenient; and that the miniftef.- of the prince of darknefs, fiich as their Schinghili, 
were only qualified to defin.y men, both here and hereafter, inftead of d^ing them 
the Icall kindnefs. “ Make a devout proceflion,” faid he, “ to our Lady of Pinda, I 
aflure you God will relieve your wants.” So they did, and fo it fell out, the earth 
being foaked with the rain, the houfe remaining untouched, and the people fatisfied. 
Kince then they have ufed this in rime of dillrefs, and it has happened they have gone 
from the Banza with fair weather, and returned w'ell foaked from Pinda. 

Whilfl; my companion, Father Jofeph, was formerly travelling on his miflion in 
Sogno, he came to an open country at a time when the clouds were juft ready to dif- 
embogue their burthens. He there overtook a traveller likewife, who tvas ftandipg 
ftock ftill, and murmuring ftrange words to himfelf. After which he mounted his 
bow, and lliot an arrow up into the air w'ith great indignation. The Father perceiving 
this, and gueffing it to be fome of the devilifli pradices of this country, immediately 
came up to him, and after having fiiarply reproved him for his offence,’ acquaintaf 
him, “ That he believed all his hellifh art w'ould not fuffice to keep it from raining 
that day;” and as he guefled, fo it foon happened; for prefently after there fell fo 
great a fhower, that the Father was wet to the fkin, which he was neverthelefs pleafed 
with, by reafon that it had fo plcntifullytiifappointed the wicked forcerer. At this the 
wretch was much furprifed, but W'ould not neverthelefs be convinced of his error, 
affirming, “ That this had happened through the power of thofe that w'ent before him, 
who w'cre greater proficients in magic than himfelf.” Thefe provoking w ords caufed 
the black Ghriftians that were along w-ith the Father to feize upon the wizard, and to 
give him that chaftifement which his crime defcrval. 

Jn the country about Coanza, a river to be pafled in the way to Singa, a certain 
Soua, or lord of the manor, caufed himfelf to be accounted a Scinghili, requiring his 
vafl'als to make their addrefl'es to him when they wanted rain. One of our Fathers 
coming thither, and«dcteftlng fhc impious abufe, did what lay in his power to get him 
feized; but being difappointed through the quality of the perfon, he was forced to 
have recourfe to a milder retnedy ; and no doubt infpired by God, he told the inha¬ 
bitants, “ ITiat if they did not rid out of their hearts that curfed opinion, they would 
never have any rain.” As the Father prophefied, fo it happened; for ever fince, for 
feventeen years together, they have not had one drop in thofe parts, whereby the earth 
is become fo dry, efpecially confidering the climate, that it was yawned wide in moft 
places, and feems with lb many mouths to beg pardon to the Almighty pifpenfer of 
the benefits for the blafphemy of their lord. It is tru^ the beft come-off tney have 
for this offence is, that the laid Father, after their difbl^dience, curfed the ;iir; and 
fo caufed it‘to withhold its favours from them. Notwithftanding the curfe on his 
/Country, ai^ the lofs of his vaffals, \fho went to live in other parts, the obftinate 
Soua, vftiwilling to own his error, ftill continued to pretend to the fame power. 
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'l o conclude fpeaking any more of oatht;, I will give one terrible inftance relating to 
them, which happened in the kingdom of Matamba, being the dominions of the 
queen of Singa, and related to me by Father Francis da Pavia, a miffioner there. 
Upon an affair fomething more confiderable than ordinary, a certain friar of our order 
thought fitting to give an oath on the holy evangelifts to two of the greatefl; magicians, 
counfellors to the queen. At firft they refufed to take it, but at length confented, 
faying to themfelves, “ What harm can happen to us by fo doing ? We had better 
fatisfy4he Father in fo indifferent a matter, than difoblige him by a reffifal.” Hereupon 
they prefently agreed to take it, and fwore, but falfely, when a flrange accident hap¬ 
pened. The firll of thefe burft, and fell down dedd, while he had his hand on the 
mafs-book; and the other languifhed away, and died in about fix hours after. Which 
taught Olivers to be more cautious how they jelled with God. 

From the death of thefe two magicians of the higher rank, let us proceed to fpeak 
of other wizards, who moft commonly die violent deaths, and that for the moft part 
voluntarily. For the prefent, I fliall only fpeak of the head or chief of thefe wretches, 
from whom the reft take example. Ile^is ftylcd in the country-language Ganga Chi- 
torne, being reputed god of the earth, and to whom is confijquently paid the firft fruits 
of all it produces, due to him, as they fay, as its author, and not cither to the ordinary 
work of nature, or to the extraordinary one of Providence. ^ I'his pow'cr he alfo boafts 
to be able to communicate to others, when and as often as he pleafes. He further 
afferts, that his body is not capable of fufl'ering a natural death ; and, therefore, to con¬ 
firm his adorers in that opinion, whenever he finds his end approaching, cither through 
age or difeafe, he calls for fuch a one of his difciples as he defigns to fuccecd him, and 
pretends to communicate to him his great power j and afterwards in public (where this 
tragedy is always aded) he commands him to tie a halter about his neck, and to llranglc 
him therewith, or elfe to take a club, and knock him down dead. This command be¬ 
ing once pronounced, is foon executed, and the wizard thereby fent a martyr to the 
devil. The reafon that this is done in public, is to make known the fucceflbr onlained 
by the laft breath of the predeceffor, and to (hew that he has the fame power of pro¬ 
ducing,rain, and the like. If this office were not thus continually filled, the inhabit¬ 
ants fay, “ That the earth would foon become barren, and mankind confequently 
perifh.” In my time, one of thefe magicians was caft into the fea, another into a river, 
a mother and her fon put to death, and many other baniflied by our order, as has 
been faid. 

In the firft year of our arrival in thefe parts, there happened a paffage worthy to be 
remembered, which, before I can begin with, I muft gd Ibrrfe years back with my ftory. 
Upon the late King of Congo’s deatli, two very confiderable perfons pretended to that 
crown, either of whom did all that in him lay to procure the count of Sogno, a power¬ 
ful eleftor, on his fide. One of thefe, whofe name was Simantamba, made him feveral 
prefents of flaves for that purpofe, but which had been all taken by force; and there¬ 
fore the Fathers that were then at his court advifed him by no means to accept of them. 
To this the count anfwered, ” That he had already confidered of the matter, and was 
inclinable to be of their opinion, that he ought not to accept of them.” Some time 
after, the fame Simantamba, to ingratiate himfelf the further'into this prince, and to 
engage him in* a ftricler tie of friendfhip, requefted his fiftcr of him for a wife. To 
this tile count fo readily confented, that he not only fent him her forthwith, but IHce- 
wlfe the crown itfelf, which, it feems, he had \ then in his poffeffion, together with a 
velvet throne, feveral other things of great value, and divers armed troops. ‘ Siman¬ 
tamba Iiaving advice of the approach of Ids fpoufe, went out feveral days’ journey to 

meet 
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meet her ; and, the better to avoid the fnares that might be laid for him by his rival in 
tliC crown, thought it proper to fet down and fortify himfclf in a very ftrong wood. I’he 
count’s army arriving fome time after with fongs, mufic, and dancing, entered the wood 
with great alacrity, which Siniantamba’s followers perceiving, and, fearing fome trea¬ 
chery by reafon of fo great a number of people fent liy the count, advifed their mailer to 
oppofe their entrance : but he trufting too much to his fecurity, rejefted their advice, 
and, confequently, foon became a martyr to his credulity; for the count’s army had 
no fooner got poUeflion of the wood, but tlicy fet upon both him and his foIloj|Vers with 
piilols, and, killing the greateft part, forced the reil to fly. Thus, inllead of a joyful 
hymen, this prince met with a ‘arbarous death, and which, together with that of his 
friends, fuited with the de'eription made by Virgil in the fecond book of his iEneid : 

Luftus ubiq. pavor, et plurima mortis imago. 

Some time after, the brother of this deccafed prince got together a great number of 
people to revenge his brother’s death; and his firft exploit was the taking of a great 
part of the county of Chiovachianza belonging to Sogno. To recover w-hich, the 
count, at our being there, raifed a great army likewife, and marched diredly towards 
the chief city of his antagonift. At his arrival, he found all the inhabitants fled; 
whereupon the Sognefe foldiers fell immediately to rifling of the houjps, and moreover 
began to kill all the living creatures they met in their way, to fatisfy their hunger. 
Amongil the reft they found a cock of a larger fize than ordinary, with a great ring of 
iron about one of his logs, which occafioned one of the wifeft among thpm to cry out, 
“ Surely this cock muft be bewitched, and is not at all proper for us to meddle 
with.” 'I’o which the reft anfwered, “ Be it what it will, we are refolvcd to eat it.’* 
For this end they immediately killed, and tore it to pieces after the manner of the 
Negroes, and afterwards put it into a j)ot to boil. When it was enough, they took it 
out into a platter, and two, according to tlie cuftom, having faid grace, five of them 
fat down to it with great greedinefs. But before they had touched a jait, to their great 
wonder and amazement, the boiled pieces of the cock, though fodden, and near dif- 
folved, began to move about, and unite into the form they were in before, and being fo 
united, the reftored cock immediately raifed himfelf up, and jumped out of the platter 
upon the ground, where he walked about as well as when he was firft taken. After¬ 
wards he leaped upon an adjoining wall, where he became new-feathered all of a fud- 
den, and then took his flight to a tree hard-by, where fixing himfclf, he, after three 
claps of his wings, made a nioft hideous noife, and then difappeared. Every one may* 
eafily imagine what a terrible fright the fpedlators were in at this light, who, leaping 
with a thoufand Ave-Marias in their mouths from the place where this had happened, , 
were contented to obferve moft of the particulars at a diftance. The caufe of their pre- 
fervation they attributed to the grace that was faid before they fat down; otherwife they 
were of opinion that they fhouhl all have been either polleflcd or killed. I having re¬ 
lated this ftory to Father Thomas da Seftolla, one of our order, who had been fuperior 
of a miflion to Congo and Angola for above feven years, he told me, that whilft he 
lived in Congo, he heard two perfons aver that the before-mentioned Simantamba had a 
very large cock, from whofe manner and time of crowing he obfervpd with great fu- 
perftition,, whether his undertakings fliould be unlucky or profperous. But notwith- 
ftanding the infallibility of his oracle, we find he was deceived when he made that laft ex¬ 
pedition wherein he loft his life. Whether this cock of his was the fame mentioned 

before 
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before to have been reftored to life after a moft miraculous manner, I lhall not take 
upon me to determine. 

The fame Father Thomas acquainted me how he and his companion had been abufed 
in their miflion at Sogno, and fent among the pagans into the kingdom of Angoij, which 
was after the following manner. A King of Congo being defirous of being crowned, 
^ad recouife to the Portuguefe of the kingdom of Angola for their affiuance, with 
condition, that in cafe he fucceeded in his defign, he would give them the country of 
Sogno, and two nunes of gold to boot. 'I'his proffer being not unwelcome to the Por- 
tugiiel'e, they immediately affcmbled theinfelves to take poffeffion of it, to the end that 
thereby they might be more fecure of having their balgain performed after they had 
done their w'ork. At the fame time, the King gathered great numbers of his fuhjeds 
together to Join the Portuguefe, adding moreover a certain company of Giaghi under 
the Cidangola (a chief among this barbarous people, that delight in feeding on man’-; 
flefli) all which immediately fet forward towards Sogno. The count being foon ac¬ 
quainted with thefeproceedings, raifed a prodigious army likewife, and therewith went 
out to meet his bold invaders. But it fo iiappened, that by reafon the Sognefe army 
were wholly unacquainted with the fire-arms and manner of the Portuguefe fighting, 
they were foon difeomfited and routed, leaving the field, and an innumerable number 
of prifoners, together with the dead body of their count, to the conquerors. 

After this victevy obtained, the aforefaid Calangola propofed to the Portuguefe cap¬ 
tain to have all the prifoners killed, and given to his foldiers to eat, alleging, “ tliat the 
next day they fiiould take as many more, and they would then not be able to keep both.” 
This propofaUthe captain, either througlt clemency or intereft, refufed to confent to, 
telling the calangola, that his men, if they pleafed, might feed for the prefent on the 
dead bodies, and in the mean-time he would confider of his requeff. Whild this paffed, 
the countefs-dowager, together with all the people, petitioned the faid captain, “ that 
he would proceed no farther with his hollilities, ^nd he Ihould be fully falisfied in what 
he demanded.” To which the captain ani’wered, “ That he was refolved to go on as 
far as the farthefli Banza*, to teach the Sognefe people the bounds of their obedience 
to Congo.” Hereat the people being extremely enraged, one of the principal among 
them being of the blood of the counts, flood up, and told them, “ I’hat if they would 
elecl him for their count, he would foon rid them of their fears of the Portuguefe.” 
To this the affrighted people immediately confented, and, at the fame time, chole him 
for their foveeign. Being thus cbofen, he.began to unite and fortify the diflrailed 
minds of his fubjefts; and to the end they might quickly be in a condition to take the 
field, he gave them tlic following inftrudions. Firfl h» ordered tjiem to fhave their 
heads ("which culloin continues even to this day among thefe people, whether male or 
females). Next he commanded them to bind palm-leaves about their temples, to the 
end that in the battle they might thereby be diflinguifhed from thofe Blacks that 
accompanied the Portuguefe. He further advifed them not to be afraid either of the 
noife or flafhings of guns, fuice they were only as bugbears fit to fright children, and 
not men of courage. He moreover cautioned them againft minding thofe European 
trifles which their enemies the "Whites were accuflomcd to throw among them, when 
they had a mind to diforder and make them break their ranks t- He likewife ordered 
them to fhoot alw’^ays at the men, and not the horfes, thefe laft being inconfiderablc in 

■* Banzs is a name given to the cities here. i . 

f The Portuguefe, to put then) into diforder, ufed to fcatter knives, bits of coi-al and of cloth,, about 
which they ran out to pick up, and fo were difperfed. 
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war, and nothing hke to the nature of tigers, lions and elephants, lie commanded 
them moreover that if any among them turned his back, they Ihoiild immediately ftrike 
oft" his head; and if more than one did the fame, the reft fhould ferve him the like: 
“ For,” fays he, “ we are all refolved to die a glorious death, rather than live a mifer- 
able.life.” Laftly, to the end that his followers might go on under him with the lefs' 
concern, he commanded them to kill all their domellic animals; and the better to 
encourage them therein, was the firft that fet them an example, by killing his owm in 
their fight. This he did likewife to prevent the Portugucfe (in cafe they fhould have 
the better of him) from having any thing to triumph over,*and feaft with in his domi¬ 
nions ; and rather chofe to have his fubjeds feed on them, to hearten and ftrengthen 
them for battle, than to have his enemies fatten and regale on his fpoils. Now becaufe 
his orders had been fo pundually obferved in this particular, the whole race of thefe 
beafts, efpecially of cows, has almoft been totally deftroyed ever fince; infomuch that 
I myfelf have known a young maid fold here for a calf, and a woman for a cow. To 
reinforce this his army, the laft thing this count did was to call in his neighbours to his 
aififtance, together with whom and his own fubjeds having compofed a wonderous force, 
he forthwith marched out into the field. I lis enemies, through too great a negligence 
and contempt of his power, foon betrayed themfelves into his hands; for marching on 
without the leaft order, they gave opportunity to an ambulh that lay ready for them, to 
break, and put them eafily to flight. The firft that fled were the Gfaghi, being the 
troops under their calangola, and the forces of the King of Congo followed foon after. 
The flaves that had been taken in the battle before, finding here an opportunity to 
tfeape, run like madmen in amongft their friends, and having their arms unloofed by 
them, prefently turned all their fury upon the remaining Portuguefe, w'ho ftill kept their 
ground; but at length being overpowered by numbers, they were forced to give back,' 
and were all killed in the purfuit, except fix who were taken prifoners, and brought 
before the count; who demanded of them, “ If they would choofe to die with their 
companions, or furvive to be made flaves ?” To which they anfwered, with an accuf- 
tomed Spanilh refolution, “ Never did Whites yet yield to be made llaves to Blacks,, 
neither would they.” Which anfwer foon caufed their deftruflion ; for fcarce were the 
words out of their mouths, but they were all killed upon the fpot. All the artillery and 
baggage was taken by the Sognefe army; the former of which, together with fome 
pieces of cannon bought of the Hollanders, ferved to furnifli a fortrefs built with earth 
at the mouth of the river Zaire, which commands both the faid river and the fea. 

Before they left Lounda, the Portuguefe army had defired of the commander of the 
Arraadilia (fo they called Obeli' fleet by reafon of the fmallnefs of it) that as he failed 
along the coafts of Sogno, wherever he faw great fires burning he fhould anchor.” 
Now after the obtained viftory, the Sognefe foldiers fpent all their nights in jollity and 
merriment about fuch fires, as had been deferibed; which the fhips immediately per¬ 
ceiving, dropped their anchors hard-by and were preparing to land their force : while 
difeovering from the fhore a Portuguefe Have that hailed them, they foon took him into 
a boat, and found he had been font by the count to the governor of Loanda with a leg 
and an arm of a White; together with this infulting meflfage, “ Go carry the news of 
your defeat, together with this prefent, to the governor of Loanda your mafter.” Thus 
you may perceive the feamen, if they had landed, had been in the faifie cafe with the 
landmen, and inftead of imprifoning the Blacks in the lhackles they had carried along 
with them for that purpofe, had been tndoubtedly in the like condition themfelves, smd 
had betJn at leaft made flaves of, if thqy came off with their lives- 
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What the Sognefe fay for ihenifelves in juftification of this quarrel, is as follows : 
They alk firft, “ What right the King of Congo had to give away their country of Sog- 
no to the Portuguefc, wlien it was none of his, but a fovereignty of itfelf ?” And next 
they would know, “ Why the Portuguefe, who were not unacquainted with that parti¬ 
cular, fliould be fo unjiift as to be ready to accept of it, and that in an hoftile manner ?'* 
•They alleged moreover, “ That when the Hollandei s fome years fince had got poffef- 
fion of the kingdom of Angola, a great number ol Portuguefe being routed thence, fled 
to Sogno, where they were courteoufly entertained by the count, who. gave them the 
ifland of liorfes to live in; ^and moreover furnilhed them with all manner of provifions 
gratis. Now they could not but much wonder that ‘’thofe people whom they had fo 
hofpitably Relieved, fliould have the ingratitude to endeavour to take their country away 
from them.” Thefe jars arifing upon this occafion, could not but be extremely preju¬ 
dicial to the infant growth of Chriltianity in this country, info.nuch that one of our order 
who lived at Sogno died for mere grief thereof; and 1 myfelf met with feveral people 
in Chitombi, the place where the battle was fought, who would come no more to con- 
fellion upon that account. * 

Now to return to our llory; the count having received in the aforefald battle about 
thirteen wounds, in near the compafs of a month, died thereof; and a new one 
being foou chofen in his head, he nouriflied in his heart Jo great a hatred to the 
Portuguefe, thaf he rcfolved for the future to have no more dealings neither with 
them nor the Capuchins, whom he looked upon to belong to them. Whereupon 
fending for fome Flemifli merchants that were juft theiv upon their departure out of his 
country for Flanders, he writ by them to the pope’s nuncio there, to furnifli his domi¬ 
nion with new priefts. The pious prelate upon the receipt of this letter, feiit him two 
Francifeans and one lay-brother, with ftriif command to them, tliat if there were any 
Capuchins in the country, they fliould fubmit to them as their fuperivjrs. Thefe three 
religious perfons being arrived, were received*’with all the courteiy imaginable, and 
afterwards conducted to our convent. 'Fhe count perceiving that he had now got other 
priefts, made ufd of feveral falfe pretexts to fend ours away; and ar lalt being not able 
TO prove any crimes againft them, he had recourfe to the moft barbarous and arbitrary 
uflige that could be thought on, commanding that they fliould he dragged out of his 
dominions for the fpacc of two miles together. This was forthwith executed with the 
greateft rigour, for the officers of this cruel niafter not only tore them along in their 
own cords, with their faces grating downwards upon tlie fluids, but likewiie reviled them 
all the way with unmerited reproaches and calumnies. All which notwitliftanding thefe 
pious fathers underwent with the greateft chearfulnefs, v^ell t'emenfticring what greater 
punilhments and indignities their Saviour had I'uftered for them before. So great 
neverthelefs were the injuries oflered to thefe tathers, that in no long time after one of 
them died; and the other, who was the aforefaid I’ather Thomas, hardly efcaped with 
his life. Being thus mifufed, and withal unprovitled of all neceflaries, they were at laft 
left on the confines of the count's dominion, in a little uninhabited ifland of the river 
Ziiire. Here they made fliift to fupport themfelves for two or three days ; F. 'Fhomas, 
who was the leaft hurt of the two, going out to hunt for their fubfiftence: but at length 
they were unexpefledly delivered from hence by fome pagan fi/Rermen, who took them 
on board them, 'and carried them to a city of their’s called Bombangoij in the kingdom 
of Angoij. Here arriving at night, they were very courteoufly entertained by an infidel 
of the place, who gave tliem a fupper, and moreover alTigned them a houfe, and three 
women to wait ou them after the manner of that i;ountry. 3ut our fathers not* caring 
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to trull thenifelves among thefe people, foon after they had fupped, fending away their 
women, meditated an efcape. For this purpofe Father Thomas, who was the belt able 
to walk, took his lame companion upon his back, and marched out of the houfe; but 
he had not gone far, but he was forced, through weaknefs, to fet down his burden 
under a great fhady tree; which as foon as day appeared, for fear of difeovery, they 
made Ihilt to get up into. Their patron coming that morning to vifit his guclls, and 
finding them gone, much wondered; and well knowing they could not be got far, by 
reafon of the condition he left them in, immediately went about to fcarch after them. 
Coming at Jail near the place where they were, and not having yet found them, a pagan 
thought came into his head, that ‘hey might have been carried away by fome fpirits, 
and which he exprefled after this manner ; “ If the devil has carried them away, I fup- 
pofe he did it that they might make me no recompence for my kindnels.” Our Kithei s 
heariug this, could not forbear laughing, even amidll their miferics and misfortunes, and 
putting out their heads from the tree, cried out, “ We are here, friend, never doubt 
our gratitude, for we only went out of the houfe to refrelh ourlelvcs with the rays of 
the rifmg fun.” llereat the old man being exceedingly rejoiced, immediately took 
tliem down, and putting them into tw'o nets, fent them away to Capinda, a port of the 
kingdom of Angoij, about two days journey from Bombangoij. Here, if 1 am not niif- 
taken, the Father that had been moll harafled, died; and Father Thomas embarking 
himfelf not long after on board a vefl'el that lay there, departed for LoanQa in the king¬ 
dom of Angola. One of the two Francifeans that remained yet in Sogno, the other 
having been gone for Angola fome time before, being extremely affronted at the ill 
ufage of thefe two Capuchins, fignified to the count that he thought himfelf^obligcd in 
charity to go in quell of his baniffied brethren, and that cither to I'ujjport them if alive, 
or buj y tliem if dead. This requefl; the count highly approved of, and confeqnently 
gave him leave to go. Having hereby obtained his defire, he loon fet out for Capinda, 
but never returned, thinking it rather advifeable to go on board the fame vefl'el with 
Father Thomas for LoanJa. 

His companion, the lay-brother, not finding him to return, obtaineJ'leave likewife 
to go on the fame errand, as well as under pretence of haftening his return ; but 
being once out of fight, he alfo w-as no more to be leen. Our convent thus being 
deprived of all its inhabitants, only one lay-brother remaining behind, whom the 
count kept locked up for fear of lofing him j the people rofe in great fury againll 
their Prince, and that for depriving them of the miflion defigned for their good. No 
prudence being capable of oppofing this mutiny, they at lalt went fo far that they 
feized upon their coutjt, and fei>t him bound to an ifland of his dominions in the Zaire; 
where, that he might not be ablblutely idle, they left him at liberty to command, and 
afterwards chofe a new count. This Prince being but little fatisfied with his confine¬ 
ment, did all that in him lay to get himfelf reftored, iriiriguing inceff'antly with the 
neighbouring nations for that purpofe. But which coming timely to his I'ubjefts’ ears, 
they once more feized upon him, and tying a huge weight to his neck^ threw him 
in ajage into the fea, with thefe words : “ Over this river you made the poor Capu¬ 
chins to pafs into banifliment, for no ofl'ence, and into the fame go you, barbarous and 
inhuman raonfter, for fo doing.” Thus ended the life of a perlecutor of poor harm- 
lefs men, who offended him only in that they were either really or elfe Infpedted to be 
Portuguefe. 

Whilfl; matters went thus. Father Jofeph Maria, who lived then at Loanda, after 
fume^ timp came to Sogno, under pretmee of carrying away the lay-brother before- 
mentioned, with fome church-utenlils Belonging to the miflion, though in reality h's 
voi.. XVI. H H bufincis 
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buimefs was to found the minds of the Sognefe people. After his arrival at the mouth 
of the river Zaire, called by the Portuguefe Pionta del Padron, before he would fet 
foot a-{hore, he fent a meflenger to acquaint the count with his being there. As foon 
as the people heard of it, they hurried away in great numbers to fee him, and 
prefently acquainted him, “ how they had difpatched the enemy of the Capuchins into 
that river, and that for the future they would defend thofe holy men to the lafl drop 
of their blood.” This promife they afterwards confirmed by an oath at the holy altar. 
They alfo, at the fame tiyie, earneftly entreated this Father, “ that he would continue 
among them, and depart no more for Loanda.” 'Ij’o this requeft. Father Jofeph an- 
fwcred, “ That his commiffion from his fuperior extended no farther than to bring 
away Father Leonard, together with the church goods.^’ In fhort, fo very urgent 
were their entreati('S, and fo powerful their reafons, that he was at length prevailed 
upon to tarry with them ; and that efpecially at the return of the mcllenger who 
brought him the fame defires from the new' count. All this gained fo far upon him, 
that he not only confented to flay himfclf, but likewife, as a farther token of good-will, 
and pardoning their late oft'ence, procured alfo the injured Father Thomas to return 
once tnorc among them; and even from thence-forw'ard our order has lived in that 
country without the leall moleftation. 

This earldom is very large, even if you except Chiovachjanza fpoken of before. In 
it there w'ere formerly about fix miflioners, but there are now for the motl part but 
one or two, when there is occafion for a much greater number. In the firll miflion 
my compapion went on into thefe parts, above five hundred, as well men and women, 
as children, were baptized by him in a day. 1 have alfo known here abundance of 
mothers come five or fix days journey, with their infants in their arms, to have them 
chriftened, or elfe to confefs themfelves, payihg the interpreter to-boot. How often 
does it happen among Europeans, that many put ofl' the lacrament of the blefled fupper 
from time to time, with no fmall hazard to thtir fouls f Whereas, in this country, there 
is only a want of apoftolic labourers to make the people ftrift obfervers of the com¬ 
mandments, and conftant in the faith. 

To preferve as much as poflible this new-planted Chriftianity, it has been ordered, 
that in every city, or place of any note, there fhould be one church at leall, and at 
my being here there were in all about eighteen throughout the count's dominions. To 
every of ihefc there is fent fome perfon that has been bred up in our convent, w'ho, 
three times a-week, is to fay over the Rofary to the people, and withal to teach every 
Sunday. On all holidays, inftead of mafs the Litany is only fung, and the Chriftian 
do£lrine expounded ; and on the firft Sunday of every mdnth there is a proceflion to 
be of the Rofary. As often as any dedication-day of a church happens, the miffioner 
takes care to be prefent himfelf if he can poffibly, when great numbers appear, either 
to baptize their children, to marry, or to receive the facrament. 

Herein neverthclefs there did not want abufes, introduced for the mofl: part by 
foreigners, rather than the natives, of whom there are many, who, through the grace 
of God, live fuch good lives, that fometimes in their confellions there has fcarce Jbeen 
matter for abfolution. The firft abufe was in matrimony, after the following manner;— 
Thefe people were accuftomed to converfe with tlieir wives fe-me time before they mar¬ 
ried them, to* try if they could like them ; and after the fame manner the wives were 
to experience their hulbands.—The contrafts were made thus : A father and mother 
feeing their fon arrived to an age fit for marripge, fend a prelent (which goes alfo for 
a portion), according to their ability, to the fjtther and mother of the perfon that he 
fancies, requefting their daughter of them for a wife to their fon. Together with this 
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prefent there is likewife fent an earthen pot full of palm-wine, called by the natives 
Cietto a Melaffo. Before the intended wile’s parents receive the prefent, they and 
their company are to drink up the wine : firll, the father is to drink, then the mother ; 
and after them it is handed about among the ftanders-by: if this laft ceremony were 
omitted, it would be accounted a confidcrable affront. After all this is done, the 
father is to return an anfwcr either one way or other : if he rejedfs the offer, he mull 
make his excufes; but if he accept it, he only retains the portion. When the lall 
happens, the hufband, with his friends and relations, goes immediately, upon notice 
that the prefent has been accepted, to his wife’s father’s houfe; and having there re¬ 
ceived her of her parents, coneudls her to his own. The way of marrying in facie 
ccclefia is not at all approv cd of by them, for they muft firft be fatisfied whether their 
wife will have children, of which they are very felicitous ; whether flhe will ‘be diligent 
in her daily labour ; and laftly, wheth^ (he will prove obedient, before they will marry 
her. If they find her faulty in any of thefe points, they immediately fend her back 
again to her parents. When the fault proceeds from the wife’s fide, the hulband muft 
have the prefent he made her reftoredj but when it happens on his part, he can 
recover nothing. Though the woman, through any defeft, either in perfon or be¬ 
haviour, be returned, yet is Ihe not nevcrthelels looked upon as the worfe for it, but 
foon after generally undergoes another trial. Being obliged by us to marry, when 
once they are become fo, they will live fo chriftian-like and lovingly together, that the 
wife would fooner fuller herfelf to be cut to pieces, than confent to defile her hulband’s 
bed. If it at any time happen otherwife, which 1 am confident rarely does, the adul¬ 
terer is obliged to give the value of a Have to the hulband of the adultrels, and Ihe is 
to go forthwith and beg her hulband’s pardon for the wrong Ihe has done him ; other- 
wife if he comes to know of her crime, he may ealily obtain a divorce. Such as are 
found to cohabit together, without being lawfully married, are fined fo much oPthe 
country money as amounts to the valuoof nine of our crowns. 

It muft be obferved, that the father of the bride, when he receives the prefent for 
lier, though it be never fo little, mult not complain, for that would be no better than 
felling his daughter. Wherefore, to prevent fuch a crime, all men are taxed by the 
public in thofe matters how much they lhall give, and which is always rated according 
to their qualities and conditions. 

All that the bride’s parents receive upon this account, they look upon as due to them 
for maintaining their daughter to the time of her marriage; fo that you may perceive 
he is to be efteemed the richeft perfon here who has molt daughters. 

A notable abufe'is thife other, though pradtifed by the meaner fort of people, and 
that but feldom. When a man happens to draw near his end, who has taken a woman 
for his wife, but whom he had not yet married, to fave returning the portion, he leaves 
the concubine to Ibme kinfman. To prevent the which, we have ordered, that he who 
receives a w'oman in that nature lhall be baftinadoed. One of thefe Negroes that had 
taken his coufin to wife, was once brought before me. This perfon w'as of the better 
fort: but 1 thought the greater his quality was, the greater would be the fcandal if I 
Ihould let him go unpunilhed ; and therefore liaving firft ufed admonitions to him, 
and finding them fruiitefs, 1 proceeded to menaces; but all the effedf they had was, 
that inllead of quitting her, he made a new prelent to her father, and thereby infinuated 
tliat he had fulidled the law. Hereupon I caufid him to be again apprehended, toge¬ 
ther with his fpoufe; and having made a lliort fermon to them both, and the reft of 
the pebple, to Ihew the heinoufuefs it' this cri.ue, upon their further obftinacy, I de¬ 
livered them up to the people to be aealt ^virh as they thought fit; who, taking them 
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into their cuftody, before they parted with them, feverely fcourged them both, and 
moreover deprived the man of a certain office he held, which brought him in great 
profit. 

I laid before, that women would have experience of their hulbands before they 
married them, in like manner as the men were to have of them ; and in this particular 
I can avei-, that thc-y arc commonly much more obftinate or fickle than men, for 1 have 
known many of thefe lalt, that wore willing to be married, and the women always 
hung back, and either fled away or made excules. 

rimonglt the many caf& of this nature that happened to me in my miflion, I fhall 
relate only one more. Being called to confel's a fick woman that had a daughter who 
lived witl^ a man upon trial; before I confeffed her, I told her “ That I could not 
make her partaker oi the benefit of abfolution, unlefs Ihe withdrew her daughter from 
the Hate of fin ihe lived in, and obliged her to mjrry to which the fick woman readily 
anfwercd, “Father, I will never confent that my daughter fliall have occafion from me 
to cuyfe me after I am dead, for obliging her to marry w here flie does not fancy.” Then 
I replied, “ What, do you ftand more in'awe of a teiiiporal than an eternal cuile ?” And 
at the fame time calling the daughter to me, I demanded of her, “ If fhe would be willing 
that her mother fftould go to hell upon her account ?” The wretch hearing tliis, began 
immediately to tremble and weep, and calling her feigned htgfband to her, fwore before 
me, tliat ihe w*uld be lure to marry him the firfl: holiday that came ; and accordingly 
file did; for foon aftiT going a fifliing with her hulband, they happened to have good 
luck, and therewith they folcumized ilieir nuptials. Hereupon I prelently confeffed 
the fick mother, and ffie not long after died in peace. Notwithffanding this, fome ob¬ 
ftinate mothers have rather cholen to die unconfefled, than to concern tlicmi'elves witlt 
the marriage of their daughters. 

't'hc economy obferved betw'een hulband and wife is as follows The man is obliged 
to procure a habitation, to clothe his wife according to her condition, to prune the trees, 
to grub up roots from the fields where there is occafion, and allb to carry home the 
palm-wine to their houfe as often as it rifes. The woman on her part is to find meat 
for her hulband and children, and therefore only they have the care of marketing. 
As foon as rain comes, Ihe goes into the fields, and works till noon, at which time fhe 
is to return home to get her hufband’s dinner. Being got ready, fhe fets it down be¬ 
fore him, who fits only at table, and who, after he has fatisfied himfelf, gives the reft 
to her, and ffie forthwith divides it between herfelf and children. I fhould have-told 
you alfo, that the wives here wait on their hulbands at table. 


Another abule is, that when the women are with child, thl^y clothe thcmfelves from 
the loins to the knees, after the country-fafhion, with a fort of rind taken off a tree 
which is like a coarfe cloth, and fo neatly interwove, that it rather feems the work of 
the loom, than the produd of the earth. This tree is called Mirrone, the wood whereof 
is very hard, the leaves like thofe of the orange-tree, and every bough fends down 
ibundance of roots to the ground. It is generally planted near the houfes, as if it were 
e tutelar god of the dwelling, the Gentiles adoring it as one of their idols; and in 
places they leave calabaflics full of wine of the palm-tree at the foot-,of them, for 
^•1 to drink when they are thirfty ; nor do they dare tread upon its leaves, any more 
Tied perceive any branch broke, they no 

to exoe^^'P prefently take off the bark, or rind, whereof the women with 
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feeinc the^^'^ garments, receiving them at the Iiands of the wizards, who tell them 
a Dortion) and taufe them to be eafily delivered.* It is 

fancies, requt^^ careful the women are 01 this tree, believing it delivers them 

from 



MEHOLLA’s voyage to CONGO. 


*37 

from all the'dangers that attend child-bearing. Neverthelefs, underftanding there was 
one in the liberty of our million, I went, well attended, and cut it down. The woman 
it belonged to alked why it was cut down ; I told lier I wanted it to cut into planks; 
and file went into her houfe without fpc.Lking one word more. 

The fourth abufe is, that whilll: their children are young, thefe people bind them 
about with certain foperftitious cords made by the wizards; who, likewife teach them to’ 
utter a kind of fpell while they are binding them. They alfo at the fame time hang 
about them boties and teeth of divers animals, being prcferfatives, as they fay, againft 
the power of any difeafe. Like vifc there are fome mothers fo foolilli, that they will 
hang Agnus-Deis, medals, and relicks to the aforefaid cords. When thefe women bring 
their children to be chrillcrfcd, if we find any of thefe cords about them, wc prefently 
order them to be ftoj^ped in their proceedings, and inftcad thereof to receive feveral 
fcourgcs on their knots, till fuch time as they recant their error. 1 will relate only one 
of the feveral cafes of this nature that happened fo me. A woman came to me to have 
her fon baptized, and who at the fame time had the magic cord about his wafle ; I im- 
mediatelyjprdered the mother to be Avhipped*; but fcarce had Iho received one ftroke 
before flic fell down on her knees, and in great confternation direded herfelfto me after 
this manner: “ Father, pardon me, I befecch you, for the love of God, becaufe that 
my child, having had four of thefe cords on, I took off three while we were upon the 
road, and the fourth I dtfigned to take away as foon as I had opportuhity, but forgot 
it.” 'I’his caufed great laughter in the fianders by, but in me it railed an elFed of pity 
of the fimplicity of the woman, infomuch that giving her only a fmart reproof, 1 fent 
her away unpunilhed. 

The fifth is, that being to wean any one of their children, the father and mother 
together lay him on the ground ; and whilll they do that, which modelly will not per¬ 
mit me to name, the father lifts him by the arm, and fo holds him for fome time hang¬ 
ing in the air, falfely believing that bf thofe means he will become more ftrong and 
robuft. This ceremony they call the lifting of a child, and is in my opinion the molt 
impudent and fuperllitious that could be imagined. Thefe people moraiover keep their 
young children always naked upon the ground, to the end they may thereby grow 
hardy and adive ; and fcarce arc they able to walk alone, but they tie a bell about them, 
to give notice where they are to be found when they have llraycd. 

A fixth abufe is, that the mothers are accuftomed to prefent their infants to the 
wizards as foon as born, that they may foretel what good or evil fortune is likely to 
befal them : for this purpofo the falfe prophet takes the child in his arpis, and turning 
and winding it about, makes his pretended obfervations upon the niufcles and other parts 
of its body, and afterwards tells the parents what he thinks fit. T he fame obfervations 
are made upon ftek perfons, to know what has been the occafion of their difeafes: if 
they happen to guefs wrong, and the patient comes to die, they never want for excufes 
to clear themfelves. 

Seventhly, it is a cuftom that either the parents or the wizards give certain rules to ba 
inviolably obferved by the young people, and which they call Chegilla: thefe arc to ab- 
ftain from e;^g cither fome forts of poultry, the flelh of fome kinds»of wild hearts, 
fuch and fuch fruits, rotfls either raw or boiled after this or another manner, with feve¬ 
ral other ridiculous injimcHons of the like, nature, too many to be entimerated here. 
You would wonder with w hat religious obl'ervance thefe commands are obeyed. T’hele 
young people would fooner chufe to fart feveral days together, than to taftc the leaft bit 
of what has been forbidden them ; and If it fometiuies happen that the C.hegilla h.as 
been negleded to have been given them by their parents, they think they ihall prefently 
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die unlefs they go immediately to receive it from the wizards. A certain young negro 
being upon a journey, lodged in a friend’s houfe by the way; his friend, before he 
went out the next morning, had got a wild hen ready for his breakfaft, they being 
much better than the tame ones. I'he Negro hereupon demanded, “ If it were a wild 
hen?” His holl anfwered, “ No then he fell on heartily, and afterwards proceeded 
on his journey. About four years after thefe two met together again, and the afore- 
faid Negro being not yet married, his old friend alked him, “ If he would eat a wild 
hen ?” I’o which he anf>^'ered, “ That he had received the Chegilla, and therefore 
could not.” Hereat the noft began immediately to l^gh, enquiring of him, “ What 
made him refufe it now', when he had eaten one at his table about four years ago ?” 
At the hsaring of this the Negro immediately fell a trembling, and fuffered himfelf to 
be fo far poflefled with the effeds of imagination, that he died in lefs than twenty-four 
hours after. 

Eighthly ; the maids have a cuftom, that in w'hat place foever they firfl have their 
courfes come upon them, they muff continue, though without doors, till one of their 
kindred comes to carry them into the hotife ; then they have two maids and a feparate 
apartment alligned them, where they mull keep locked up for two or three months to¬ 
gether, and obferve certain fuperftitious ceremonies, fuch as, not to fpeak to any man, 
to wafh fo many times a day, to anoint themfelves with Taculla, which is the dull of a 
red wood temptired with water, and the like. If they fhould not do this, they are of 
opinion that they fhould never be fit for procreation, though experience fhews them the 
contrary. This fuperllition is by them called the Calket of Water or Fire. 

On the fcafl of the Purification of the Virgin Mary, I had a mind to preach a fermon 
againft thefe prafticcs; and the better to move the people, I had before placed the 
image, in relievo, of this blefl’ed faint, covered, on the altar, with a dagger (truck 
through her bread, and which the blood followed : this done, 1 began to dilcourfe 
againd thofe women that obferved the hellifh fielufions before mentioned, proving that 
they thereby not only offended their loving Saviour, but likewife did great injury to his 
immaculate mother. At the fame indant 1 drew afide the curtain and dilcovered the 
image, which the people perceiving fo wounded and bloody, began immediately to re¬ 
lent, and broke out into the extremed grief. Among the many prefent, there was one 
father of a family that had a daughter then (hut up upon the foregoing account; who 
returning home in a great padion, fell upon both w'ifc and daughter, and banged them 
to that degree, that they were glad to come immediately to our church to be confefied. 

The ninth and lad abufe is, that all the fields of this country being v'ithout fences, 
their owners, to preferve their corn, plant about them'fevdral rcfws of dakes, which 
being bound round with bundles of herbs by the wizards, they tell you will kill any 
fuch as fhall ofier either to rob or do them damage. 

To remedy as much as podible all thefe diforders, which for the mod part are 
praftiled either by women or men of no confideration, we have thought proper to 
ilfue forth the following ordinances : 

Fird, That all the Manis or governors either of provinces or cities, who are not law¬ 
fully married, fhall be forthwith deprived of their governments, to tl^nd that they 
may not by their ill examples withhold the common people ffom their outy. 'I'o get 
this the better bbferved, we drew on our fide all the principal courtiers, whom we per- 
fuaded to marry their wives without defiring to have any foregoing experiiMice of them. 
This pious endeavour of ours, through the grace of God, fucceeded I'o well, that all 
that embraced it were edeemed j and fuch as ojjjpofed it either defpifed or piinilhed. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, That all the women which were great with child Ihould be confeffed, and 
communicate oftener than they were wont to do, and efpecially fuch as were near 
their time; both whom we likewife enjoined to wear religious relicks inftead of the 
wizards’ mats. 

Thirdly, That all mothers Ihould make the cords they bound their infants with of 
palm-leaves that had been confecrated on Palm Sunday, and moreover guard them well' 
with other fuch relicks as we are accullomcd to make ufe of at the time of baptifm. 

Fourthly, That all fathers and mothers Ihould at certain t’^nes offer up their children 
to God, and that in the church,before fome image of Our Saviour. 

Fifthly, I'hat all mothers after the birth of their firft born fhould carry it to ‘he 
church, and perform the v,eremony, which is called entering into the ho;y olr.ceand 
if it be fick, we ordered its mother to recommend it to the I.ord, together with fome 
fort of vow. 

Sixthly, That the parents fhould enjoin their children to obferve fome particular 
devotion, fucli as to repeat, fo many times a day, the Rofary or the Crown in honour 
of the Blefl'ed Virgin, to fall: on Saturdays, to eat no flefh on Wednefdays, and fuch 
things ufed among Chriflians. 

Sevcntltly, I hofc women that fhould be found fliut up for the future on account of 
their con eption were to be fcourged, and which was forthwith executed by order from 
the count: but if through neceflity they were obliged to keep up, then they were en¬ 
joined only to repeat the Rofary on common days, and to hear mafs on all feaft- 
days. 

Eightly and laflly, Whipping was likewife impofed on all fuch as fhould rob, or 
otherwife do damage in any field ; and that inftead of the magic guard their owners 
had planted to preferve their corn, and to render it fertile, they fhould make ufe of 
conlecrated palm branches, and here and there let the lign of the crofs. And further, 
to the end that all thefe prel’ervatives fhould be left ftanding at the time of reaping the 
corn, we font always a good company of our fcholars at that feafon with a ftandard, to 
run over the fields, and fee that all was in order; and alfo to back their authority, W'e 
procured feveral of the count’s ions and relations to accompany them, who might war¬ 
rant the pulling down any fpells or inchauiments which they Ihould meet with in their 
way. 

Being thus got into the fpacious fields of Sogno, let us take a view by-the-bye of 
the fituations, poffelTions, habitations, and manner of living, and clothing of thofe 
Ethiopians. 'Fhe earldom of Sogno is abfoluto, except only its being tributary to the 
kingdom of Congo. It-is a pciiinfula, bordering on the caff uponBamba, a duchy 
belonging to Congo, and divided from it by the river Atnbrife; on the well and louth 
it has the ocean, and on the north it is bounded by the river Zaire, w'hich divides the 
Chriflians from the Pagans of the kingdom of Angoii, and is feated in tlie torrid zone, 
being only fix degrees diflant from the eqiiinodial line. It has fevc ial iflands in the 
Zaire, which are all inhabited by Chriflians. I'he election of tlte count is performed 
by nine eleftors, who for the molt part chufe a new one before the old one deceafed is 
buried. the interim of the fede vacant^ (-vacancy of the throne) a child go¬ 

verns, who^ obeyed by all as if he were tiieir real prince. ^Vs loon as the election is 
made, we miflioners are acquainted with it by order, to the end that if we approve of 
it, we may publifh it in the church, otherwife the election goes for nothing. 

The count being dead, the countefs-dowagei (like the Queen-dowager of Congo) 
returns with her childieii to her firlV habitation, where flie is to exercife no dominion, 
but becomes a private woman, onl^ retaining a privilege to take place next to the 
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countofs-^rcgent. SometimCvS it happens that there are three or four of the countefs- 
dowagers living at a time, and tliat becaufe the women in this country are much longer 
lived than the men, as alfo tliat it is lawful for nobody to marry thefc countefles ex¬ 
cept the fucceflbr only. 

Their duty is to obferve continence ftridtly in their widowed (late; for if any of 
'them Ihould be proved guilty of unchaftity, they mull cither undergo death by fire or 
the fword. If either the fon, or any other perfon of the blood has a mind to fucceed 
his relation even in the life-time of the dying prince, there commo,nly arife great 
troubles to the ftate; for they generally by factions get polfeflion of the throne, and 
‘exclude the eledtors from doing their duty. It is thcreTore tiiat the death of all counts 
is always,!c,pncea!cd as much as poffible, infomuch that fometimes the blefled fiicrament 
has been forborn to be given them, for fear of dilcovering the occafion by the priefls 
going to court. 

It once happened that I was called to court to comfort the indifpofed count, but the 
meflenger it feems had a particular order to condutl me by the mod unfrequenteti roaii. 

1 went, and being come into the count’s prefence, after having received me with all the 
civility imaginable, he demanded of the courtier what i)eople he had met by the way; 
he anfwered, only three or four, and named them. After which, without any reply 
to him, he addreffed himfelf to me, and difeourfed of many things relating to my 
miffion. I knew fuch difeourfe could not be the caufe of*his fending for me, and 
therefore after fome time intreated His Highnefs to difeover to me the occafion of it: 
he anfwered, “ The occafion of my fending for you, Father, was only to fee you, 
and to delight myfelf with your converfation.” But as I was afterwards informed by 
a perfon about him, his reafon was to have fome remedy fioin me for his indifpolition ; 
yet although I had been above an hour with him, he had not the courage to open his 
mind to me, fearing left even I Ihould difeover his ilinefs to be greater than it really 
was, and therefore the better to keep me in ignorance, he immediately caufed himfelf 
to be lifted out of the bed. My companion foon after returning from his million in the 
neighbouring pacts, found fevcral dead bodies in the road, which we difeovering to the 
count, fearing it was by his order they had been murdered, he frankly owned that 
they had been facrificed to the intereft of the ftate. We told him our fenfe of fuch 
practices, atid withal enjoined him a fevere penance for the faft. 

The fons of the deceafed count remain likewil'e no more than private gentlemen 
after his death ; and if their father in his life-time has a mind to buy them any eftates, 
he muft publilh throughout his whole dominions, iliat he has done it with his own 
money, legally arifing from his own rents, otherwife his (jhilchcn wquld run a rilli to 
be deprived of their pofleffionE, as, for want of fuch a proclamation, it has often 
happened they have been. The counts have another way to letive livelihoods to their 
children or friends, and that is by grubbing up woods belonging to his crown, and 
thereby reducing them to arable lands, wdiich he is at liberty to grant as he thinks 
fit. This way wc have likeuife made ufe of to fubfift any Have ^iptized into our 
church, and for whom we have begged fome of this land for him to cultivate to his 
own profit. 

The count’s dominions are very large, and in which are-many cities Wiled Banza, 
one of the principal of w'hich is Chiova, but the greateft of all is the Bapza of Sogno, 
where the count refides. This Banza is always gcjverned by one of the count’s near 
relations or friends, and who has only the name of governor, the reft having only the 
title of Mani. '1 here are likewife fevcral territories and towns fubjed to thefe pities, 
svliich are termed by the natives Libattas. 

Every 
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Every governor or Mani on the feaft-day of St. James is obliged to appear with all 
his people at the Banza of Sogno, to aifift at the firft mafs faid there. If any one be 
any ways hindered from coming, he niuft fend a deputy in his room, which if he 
neglefts to do, he will both lofe his employment, and pay a fine befides. 

On the fame day every one is to pay allegiance to the Prince after the following 
manner: —In the great market-place near our convent a throne is erefted for the count, 
who in the prefence of all the people comes to receive benediction from the miffioner, 
who attends for that purpofe in the church-porch : he afterwards exercifes two feats of 
arms. In the firft, after the cuftotn of the country, haviag on his head a crown of 
flowing feathers, he makes ufe c! a bow and arrows: in the other, being adorned with 
a hat with plumes of feathv^Bs on it, a chain and crofs of gold about his neck, to ■ '•'.ich 
is fixed a long rope of coral w hich hangs down to his knees, together witii a fhort 
fcarlet cloak, all embroidered, on his Ihoulders, with two open places to put out his 
arms on each fide, and fcvcral other fine things, he exercifes with the fuzee. In both 
tliefe he is at the lame time imitated by the people, who herein ufe the fame geftures 
and motions they would do in cafe they were either to attack or defend themfelves 
againft their enemy. As foon as the count has ended his exercife he goes to fit upon 
his throne, which is prepared for him under a great tree that (lands on the fouth-fide 
of the market-place before-mentioned. After him the captain-general, having received 
the like benediction with his mafter, performs the fame thing that he h*id done before 
him, and wherein he is alfo follow'ed by all the people, with divers ways of attacking, 
retreating, and other ftratagems of war, called by the nations Safchelari. As foon as 
he has done, he places himfelf on a high feat covered with leather, built up'for him on 
the caft-fide of our church : this he does, that he may both the better be feen, and 
obferve the military exercifes performed fucceflively by the electors and the Mani, each 
being as a captain at the head of his company, and who every one carry a fpecimen of 
that which they are obliged to oft'er evciy year to the count for the fubMence of him- 
ll'lf and court, ^for example; if they are to give fifli, they carry a couple of fifh tied 
together on the head ot a fpcar: if oil, then they (hew the palm-fruit* that produces 
it: if fled), they carry a horn of Ibme bealt; and fometimes I have feen a man wrapped 
about in a cowl’s (kin to demonftrate that duty. At the fame time the Manis difpofe of 
the Syndicihip to him that is moft worthy, and remove fuch as have ill executed their 
offices from their employments. The great number of people met together from all 
parts to aflift at this ceremony, occafions us alfo a great deal to do during the fpacc of 
fifteen days: for fome apply themfelves to us to be married, others to eonfefs them- 
lelves, and fome to.baptiz?e their infants. 1 think of thefe laft, for ilriy (hare, I bap¬ 
tized about two hundred and feventy-two in one day. All the aforefaid ceremonies 
being at an end, the people return home each to their own country, but not without 
craving a blefling from father-miflioner. 

This ceremony is begun on St. James’s day, by reafon that apoftle is looked upon 
as the patron and proteftor of all thefe parts, and that for having given a famous 
vidlory to the King of Congo againft the idolaters on his day. The manner according 
to the comn||i report was this:— 

Giovi, th*firft Chrii4»arr King of Congo, being dead, Don Aiphonfo his fon, no 
lefs heir to his virtuous afiions than crown, Succeeded him. Panfanguiiima his brother 
thinking hij title not good, becaufe he had changed his religion for the Chriftian faith, 
in a (hort time rebelled, and having no better warrant than his fword, moved againft 
him with a numerous army of idolaWrs. Don Aiphonfo, not a little furpriled at this 
attempt, marched out to meet him w4th a fmall number, trufting to the merits of his 
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caiifi;, and the affiftance of our Saviour : they foon came to a battle, and though the 
idolaters were very numerous, yet were they immediately routed, and Panfanguitima 
himfelf wounded. After the battle this prince fled to a certain retired place in the 
mountains, where being met with by feme Blacks that were Chriilians, they feized 
upon and took him prifoner, and afterwards brought hint bound before the King his 
.> brother: the King,feeing him in that condition, embraced him with all the bowels of 
a loving brother, and being extremely concerned to find him fo defperately wounded 
both in I'oul and body, made it his utmolt endeavours to get him healed of both. But 
no Chriftian charity was af^e to prevail upon the fiubborn and obftinat'e Pagan Panfan- 
■ gnitima, who giving himfelf up altogether to delpair,*^would fiiffer neither remedy nor 
colldi-tf^^^and fo in a fliort time died. It did not fo happen to his lieutenant-general, 
. for he having heard the dreadful fentence of death pronounced againit him in cafe he 
did not turn Chrifiian, chofe rather to be baptized than to die a martyr to his former 
opinion. Hereupon the King immediately caufed his bonds to be Inolcd, and fet him 
free, only enjoining him this penance, “ That for a certain time he fliouK! Ire obliged 
to britig water for all fuch as were to be baptized.” Now upon report that St. James 
was vi/ibly fecn aittfling at this battle, he has ever fince been received for the patron of 
Congo and Angela, and fome other neighbouring nations. 

The'office of the Mani is to receive the King’s revenue, and to employ hufbundmeii 
to manure the ftrown-lands when the rains have rendereil thdm fit to till. At the time 
of reaping, thefe officers referve a certain part of the corn for ihemfelves, being their 
due, and a perquifite annexed to their employ. As for the adminill ration of jufticc, 
whether civH or criminal, it all belongs to them, except in fome particular cafes, re- 
ferved to be determined cither by the Prince or his delegates. The jtarties in law 
having joined ifluc to come to a trial, the plaintiff firlt urges his reafons on his knees 
before the judge, who fits on a carpet with a little ftaff of authority in his hand, and 
under the canopy of a fliady tree, Jiich as are,wont to grow in the great men’s court¬ 
yards here. Sometimes the judge hears caufos in a great fhaw-hut built for that pur- 
pofe. When be has gravely given ear to all the proofs the plaintilF can bring, he 
proceeds in like manner to hear the defendant; after which he calls for the witneffes, 
tmd if they do not attend, the caufe nmfl be put off' to another day: if the witneffes 
appear and give their teflimony, the judge after having fcrioufly weighed and confidered 
the proofs and allegations of both parties, proceeds to pronounce fcntencc according 
to the didfates of nature and rcafon, and not through any knowledge of anv kind of 
laws. He that has judgment pronounced in his favour, after having paid fo'much to 
the judge’s box, extends himfelf all along with his face tp the groupd, being a poilurc 
whereby to demonrtrate his gratitude. When all is over, and the plaintiff about to 
return home, his friends and reluions begin to fet up their throats, repeating all ilic 
way to his houfe the conqueror’s caufe, and the judgment pronounced in liis favour. 
Being get home, he is obliged to treat thofe that had accompanied him, and fometiities 
icarce a night and a ilay are fufficient to bound their merriment: if the cafe be confi- 
derable, they commonly feaft for three or four nights together with no Imall charge 
to him that invites. All this while the unfortunate perfon having had the caufe gone 
agairdt him, remains filcat and quiet, returiiiiig to his hwbi itation witlifcu the leafl 
murmur or ill-will. 

There are other forts of fealls which are wont to be kept by the Blacks, fuch as 
upon the birth-days of their patrons, their affumptioi' to any dignity, or the like : it is 
then that every one endeavours to make his lord^i prelcni fiiitable to his capacity, and 
moreover aflills at the common folenmity befides. i 
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Having thus given a fhort (ketch of fome fcafts in ufe among thefe new Chridians, 
I will likewife take a little notice of one of the Pagans of thefe parts, and that efpe- 
cially upon the birth-day of the CalTangi, the mod potent emperor of the Giaghi, with 
fome other particulars relating to his dominions. What 1 am about to tell you 
was communicated to me by Father John Baptid de Salefano, a friar of our order, 
who accidentally happened to be in this country on the day this fead was folemnized. 
The dominions of Caflangi are very confiderable, not lo much for their bordering 
upon the kingdoin of Matamba, as becaufe of their continued enmity with the Queen 
of Singa, a friend to the Portugnefe. I'his queen has fornjerly been very ferviceablc 
to the Whites, but now they gei jrally make ufe of the ailidance of another prince <'f 
the Giaghi, called Calangol.,, as has been oLferved before. But to fpeak of f.ad 
made by the Cailangi: his fubjedds being fummoned together, appear in a vatt‘oody in 
Ibme fpacious plain. Alter they arc thus met, they gather thcmfelves into a ring, leaving 
a large void in the middle, where there are feveral trees: on the top of one of which 
they eredt a fort of fcadblJ capable to ct)atain the Gall’angi, with the chiefed of his 
lords: afterwards, at a convenient didance, /hey chain down to the trunk of a tree 
one of the lierccd lions they can meet with. When all this is done, and the emperor 
with his court placed as aforefaid, the people begin to fet up a huge noife, which, 
joined with the untunabh- difeord of a great number of odd mufical indruraents^ com- 
pofes a hellifli harmony. After this a fudden figii is given for all tp be hufli and 
lilent, and then the Hon is immediately loofed, though with the lofs of his tail, which is 
at the fame time whipped off to make him the more furious. At his fird loofing he 
commonly dares about, and feeing himl'elf at liberty, though not altogether free, by 
reafon of the multitudes that furround him, he immediately lets up a hideous roar, 
and afterwards, being greedy of revenge, rulhes upon fome part or other of the com¬ 
pany, where tearing one, and rending another, he makes a fearful havock among 
them : all this while the people run rouijd him unarmed, being refolved either to kill 
him with their b^re hands, or to perilh. At lad the wild bead, having been the death 
of a great number of his affailants, is nevcrthelefs forced to yield to the preffing crouds 
that gather on all fides about him; when the lion is killed, they all greedily devour 
the dead bodies ; after which their mufic begins again, and fo they return fmging and 
dancing, and crying aloud, “ Long live our Caffangi, Long live our Caffangi,” to their 
emperor’s palace, where being afterwards treated by him, they at length return with 
great joy to their own hotnes. 

Now let us leave tiie Giaghi, and return to fpeak farther of Songo. To maintain 
this country in its d/ie obedience to the Ghridian faith, no fmall number of prieds is 
neceffary. In former times there have been a father-fuperior, and fix miffioners all 
at once. In my time there was only 1 and one companion : the means w^e made ufe 
of to make ihele people live well has been hinted at before ; what remains is to inform 
you, that as foon as any mifftoner is arrived in any city, the Mani, or governor thereof, 
at night, when all the inhabitants are retired to their houl'es, publilhes a proclamation 
to acquaint the people, “ That a niillioner is come thither, and that they mull all 
appear beforehim to have their I'piritual necellities relieved, and continue fo long with 
him as fuch ftufmefs wiiL^equire.” If the Mani himfelf appear negligent in this, or 
occafion any manner of difturbance, he will receive a delerved punillimept, for W'e make 
it our bufmefs to get fuch a perfon removed from his employment, even within his 
year. 

At iqy ftrll going out on my miflion, 1 found, near a city called Tubii, a place where 
the wizards praftifed their forceries. f No doubt Providence direOied me to difeover 
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thi-s helHlh trade, for whilft I was walking along, I faw a large white bird flying before 
me, fuch as I had never feen before in thefe parts; my curiofity led me to have a nearer 
view of it, and in order thereto I followed it info a thick and fliady grove fomewhat 
dark, at the (.‘ncl whereof I obferved a large heap of earth in form like a tomb, with a 
great number of arches and calabaflies at the top, and at both ends. Being pretty well 
• aflured what this was, I prefently fent for the Mani, wlio came trembling to me, and 
protefted he knew nothing of the matter; 1 commanded him to inform himfelf then, 
and to get me the wizard, fpeeedily feized: he faid he would, but I not caring to truft 
his diligence, returned tho-next night to the fame place, expeding to have found the 
■ vizard there; but he it feems having been acquaintei with my proceedings, took care 
to (lifefjspint me by running away, as they all do as fuon as they hear w'c make any 
fearch after them. Then I ordered the Mani, that within ten days time he fliould grub 
up and level all that place, which he neverthelefs dif’obeyed me in; whereupon 1 caufed 
him to be fummoned before the count in our convent, where after a fevere reprimand I 
commanded him to uifcipline (fcourge) hiinlblf in the middle of our church during the 
whole time that 1 was celebrating of m^hs, adding withal I'everal otlier punilhments in 
cafe he did not level the faid grove at his return home. 

The churches for the mofl; part are iniilt here wath boards, and ours, as exceeding 
the refl, was capable of holding five hundred pei lbus. In the Banza of Sogno there 
were five otheivchurches, in one of which the counts were itlways buried, and another 
was the chapel-royal. I'he houl'cs are geiKrallv lhatched, and the four fidcs of them 
are fenced with palm-branches, or leaves inierw i)\ en not contemptibly with each other : 
the floors al'e of loam well beat and hardened, and the roofs and ceilings made of thofe 
ruflies we are ufed to bottom chairs withal. 'I’hc lord’s houfe is of a quadrangular form 
likewife, and built with boards, but the front is always painted with a fort of colour that 
iffues out of the planed wood ; the like any of the gentry may have, if they can obtain 
leave from their lords. Within, thefe houfes aje hung with a fort of ofier mats varioufly 
coloured, but wc Capuchins are wont to have ours done with ruflies, as more w^arm in 
winter. ' 

The count’s habit difl'ers according to the fcveral fcafts, and fometimes on other occa- 
fions: his ordinary wear is a vefi: of flraw-cloth girt dole about him, but of fuch work- 
manlhip as may be only worn by him, or by thofe that he thinks fit to honour with that 
privilege. This veft hangs down to the ground, as does likewife a long bays cloak he 
wears over it on his bare back. On feaft days he changes this cloak for a fhort fcarlet 
one fringed all round with the fame cloth pinked. On the molt foleinn days he puts 
on a fhirt of the fineft linen, as likew'ife yellow or crimlbp filk flockings, and a cloak of 
flowered filk, which bears the name of the fpring. When he colnes to communicate 
with us at the altar, he has a cloak all white, and which trails along upon the pavement 
as he walks. When the count comes to church, which is at leaft three times a week, 
he has a velvet chair and cufhion carried before him, being brought himfelf in a net on 
the Ihoulders of two men, each with a commander’s flaff in his hand, one all filver, and 
the other only of ebony tipped: the hat the count then wears is covered fii It with taf- 
fety, and next with a fort of very fine feathers; on his head he generally wears likewife 
a little filk ftitched cap, which can be worn only by him and..ipme few dffiers. Before 
him marches oce mufician above the reft, who has feveral l.tde round bells fixed to an 
iron two fjjans long, wherewith he gingles, and chants to it the gh ry and grandeur of 
his lord; befides this there are feveral other forts of mufical iidtruments 'made ufe of 
at feftivals, the principal whereof are thofe which tin the country-language have the name 
of Embuchi, which 1 mention firft becaufe they bqlong only to kings, princes, and others 
lo of 
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of the blood ropl. Thefe are a fort of trumpets made of the fineft ivory, being hol¬ 
lowed throughout in divers pieces, and are in all about as long as a man’s arm; the 
lower mouth is fufficient to receive one hand, which by ccmtra^ling anti dilating of the 
fingers forms the found; there being no other holes in the body as in our flutes or 
hautboys. A concert of thefe is generally fix or four to one pipe. The Longa (which 
is made of two iron bells joined by a piece of wire archwile) is founded by Itrikiug it 
with a little Hick: both thefe are carried alfo before princes, and that efpecially when 
they publilh their pleafure to the people, being ufed as the trumpet is with us. The 
inftrument moft in requell ufed by the Abundi, being the, people of the kingdom of 
Angola, Mahamba, and others, is the Marimba; it conlilts of fixteen calabalhes orderly 
placed along the middle between two fide-boards joined together, or a lonj^ Ir' .le, 
hanging about a man’s neck with a thong. Over the mouths of the caiabaliies there 
are thin founding flips of red wood called Tanilla, a little above a fpan long, which 
being be#en with two little flicks, returns a foun4 from the calabaflies of leveral fixes 
not unlike an organ. To make a concert, four other inflruments are played upon by as 
many muficiaiis, and if they will have fix they add the Calfuto, which is a hollow piece 
of wood of a lofty tone about a yard long, covered with a board cut like a ladder, or 
with crofs flits at fmall diflances: and tunning a flick along, it makes a found within, 
which pafles for a tenor: the bafe to this concert is the Quilando, made of a vefy large 
calabafli, two fpans and a half or three in length, very large at one end, and ending 
fliarp off at the other, like a taper bottle, and is beaten to anfwer the Cafluto, having 
cuts all along like it. This harmony is grateful at a diflance, but harfh and ungrateful 
near at hand, the beating of fo many flicks caufing a great confufinn. / 

Another inflrument of this concert is that which the natives call Nfambi, and which 
is like a little guittar, but without a head, inflead whereof there are five little bows of 
iron, which, when the inflrument is to be tuned, are to be let more or Icfs into the body 
of it. The firings of this inflrument tye made of the thread of palm-trees: it is played 
on with the thumbs of each hand, the inflrument bearing diredlly upon the performer’s 
breall. 'i’hough the mufic of this inflrument he very low', it is neyprthelefs not un¬ 
grateful. 

Over and above the great drums ufed in the army, there is another fort of a lefler 
fizc, called Ncamba; thefe are made either of the fruit of the tree called Aliconda, or 
elfe of hollowed wood with a fkin over one end only: they are commonly made ufe of 
at unlawful feafls and merry-makings, and are beaten upon with the liands, which 
neverthelefs makes a noife to be heard at a great diflance. When the miflioners hear 
any of thefe at night, they immediately run to the place in order to difturb the wicked 
paftime. It fell often to my lot to interrupt thefe hellifh practices, hut the people 
always ran aw’ay as foon as ever I came up to them, fo that 1 cc^ukl never lay hold on 
any lo make an example of them. The Giaghi not only make ul'e of thefe drums at 
feafls, but likewife at the infernal facritices of man’s flefh to the ineinory of their rela¬ 
tions and anceftors, as alfo at the time wiien they invoke the devil for their oracle. 

But to return to the cttunr’s habit. From his neck to his knot s there commonly hang 
feverai firings of purple coral, together with a large chain of the fuiefl gold, having a 
mall'y crofs juft before hi? hi eaft to demonllratc his being a Chriftian: on his wtifts 
he generally wears bracelets of high-prized corals, and on all foleum days chains of 
gold of the fineft workmanfhip; his fingers ai-e almofl always covei ed with rings : he 
generally goes in flippers inflead of fhoes. There arc commonly carried before him 
two umbrellas of peacock’s feathers, and two others of ilraw, both being fixed tci the 
tops of long poles: he has likewife^two horfes tails along with him, wherewith to drive 
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away fhe flies, although feldoni any come near him. Thofe of his followers who are 
employed in thefc ofliccs, are commonly his greateft favourites or relations. While 
mais is faying, at the reading of the gofpel he has a lighted torch prefented to him, 
which having rcligioufly received, he gives to one of his pages to hold till the con- 
fummation be over, and when the gofpel is done, he has the mafs-book given him to 
, kifs. On feftival-days he is twice iuccnfed with the cenfer, and at the end of the mafs 
he is to go to the altar to receive benediction from the prieft, who laying his hands 
upon his head while he is kneeling, pronounces feme pious and devout ejaculations. 
Whilft the pried that officiates goes out to put of!' |iis vedments, tfie count in like 
• {iiaiiner retires tt> his private orifons: afterwards he enters into the vellry to pay his 
reip"4^^) the miffioner, who receiving him courteoufiy, accompanies him back as far 
as the door of the church. As foon as he is come out, he falls on his knees again, 
and the people all danding round about him give themfelves feveral cuffs on the 
ear as a token of their fidelity, accqi'ding to the cudorn (^f their country, andJic makes 
them a fign with his fingers to fignify his fatisfaftion. At his coming out of the church 
on the principal fead-days, he commovly praClifes fcane warlike exercife; and on 
thofe of lefs confideration cither the captain-general perlbrms that part for him, or elfe 
his courtiers entertain themfelves with dancing to the aforefaid mufical indruments. 
On all fhe mod folemn feafls mafs is fnng by us and our interpreters to the glory and 
honour of Goc^ after which the count’s guards which he brihgs along with him give a 
volley of mufquet-ffiot, with drums beating, and other mufic. 

I'he captain-general and the governors, or Manis, have all their places feverally 
affigned theih in the church to prevent any difputes; the noblemen have carpets allowed 
them to kneel on, but no cuffiions, that honour being wholly referved for the countefs to 
fit on. The habits of the nobility and gentry are as follow;—The gentry have a kind of 
draw-garment on their ffioulders, which reaches down to their wades, curinufly wrought, 
with their arms coming out at two flits, and eiv’s in two tafl'els which hang down on 
their right fide. About their wades they have a cloth girt, which on one fide hangs 
dovrn to the ground ; on their heads, thofe alone who have that honour allowed them, 
wear a wrought filk cap neatly quilted. The noble women have a fort of draw-petticoat 
called Modello, which reaches to their middle; from the waiil upwards to their breads 
they have a piece of cloth which they bring twice about them, and that which goes about 
a fccond time they wrap about their head like a veil in the church. Both men and 
women generally appear with long pipes in their mouths fmoking. The vulgar of both 
fexes have only a cloth about their loins, which reaches no farther than their knees. In 
the inland parts it fuffices that they cover only what m^dedy requires fhould be hid. 
Within doors they generally go dark naked, being accudomed fo to do in regard 10 the 
exceflive heat that torments them for nine months together, not enjoying the lead frefco, 
only d iring the momhs of June, July and Auguft. 

The manner of their cultivating the earth in this country is fuch, that they make 
ufe neither of the plough nor fpade. When the clouds begin to ad'ord the lead: inoif- 
lure, they are accudomed to prepare for the rain by gathering up the fcorched herbs 
and roots into heaps, and afterwards fetting them on fire upon the land then as foon 
as the fil'd fliower is fallen, they proceed to turn up the grouB-d.j\dth a flight hoc, called 
by them Lzegli, ^which is fixed to a handle about two fpans long: with this they cut 
into the earth with one hand, and with the other fcatter the feed, which they have al¬ 
ways ready iu a bag by their fides. Now the bufmefs of manuring the ground belong¬ 
ing folely to the women in this country, they are almod forced to carry their chijdrcn 
upon their backs in fwathing-rolls, thereby to prevent their being either infeded with. 
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or devoured by the great number of infects that come out of the earth upon this occa- 
fioii; for at home they do not care to leave them, out of an extraordinary love and 
fondnefs they have for them, 'fhe fame they are wont to do when they carry any 
burden, for then they have a fort of hammock which comes about one flioulder, 
wherein they fccurc tlieir children from any danger either lleeping or waking, ihcir feet 
coming round their mother’s wallc on cither fide. 

I’hele people fow in March, and, if the heavens prove favourable in affording them 
rain, they may gather in their harveft in June. The feed they fow is of various forts 
of pulfc, for the'mod part unknown to us; but thofe we are acquainted with, are In¬ 
dian wheat, and a kind of little kidney-beans, called Ncafcc! 

Amongd many others they elteem, arc the Mandois, which grow three or four 
gother like vetches, but under-ground, and are about the bignels of an ordir.a*/'olive, 
from ihefe milk is cxtracled, like to that drawn from almonds (in Italian Mandole), 
iVom witeuce, for aught I know, they had tlieir name. I'hcre is another fort of 
ground pulfe called Incumbe, which alfo grows undcf-L'g’Ound, is like a mufquet-ball, and 
very wholcfome and well-taftcd. Amongil thtl’c, 1 and others have often found nut¬ 
megs, perhaps fallen from tlie trees, the ufe of which is altogether unknown to thefe 
people. 'I’herc arc fomc wild ones found, which they call Neubauzampuni. 

d’hey alfo have a fort of roots called Bataras, which being roailed, tafte much like 
chefnuts. Their Mandiocu is a root, which being bruifed as fmall as rice, is not made 
mto bread, but is either eaten raw, or clfe foftened in broth. This plau’t cafts no feed, 
and, fliercioro, tl’.e way to jiroiiagate it, is by breaking otf a branch and burying it in 
tile ground, uliere it will foon fpread and llourilh. » 

This fort of I'ood is more uJ’ed by the Portuguefe than Blacks, either becaufe they 
iiave a better way of planting thefe roots, or by reafon that they will lafl feveral years. 
Tliere is another fort uled inllead of bread, made with f idden roots, which is called 
Gnamn, and is very difl'erent from the foregoing, both in form tind kind. 

The Ouuanda, a fort of )>ulfc not unlike rice, grows upon a flirub, and will lafl two 
or three years, and which, every fix months, propagates itfelf in great abundance. 

The pulfe Ncanza brought from Brazil, is exceedingly while, and holds great fimili- 
tude with the Indian beans, whence the Portuguefe give it the name of Brazil beans. 

Cangula, another fort of pulfe, is greatly elteemed by the Blacks, but little valued 
by us Europeans. Mampunni, or maize, is much like Indian wheat. 

Mafia Mt’.inballa Ihoots up in ftalks about the height of our wheat; to which it is not 
unlike both in oars and whitenefs; it yields a white flower, and is lefs oflenfive to fonie 
flomachs titan others. 

The feed of the ficrb Mafl'ango greatly refembles that of our hemp. 

'Ehe plant Afely runs up as high as a halbert; its ears not unlike our millet: it gives 
the gripes or cholic to thofe that are not accuilomed to eat of it. 

The I .uuo may be preferved mtmy years: its ear is triangular; its grain like unto that 
of millet: its colour red, and its iiibltance no way prejudicial to health. 

Of thofe plants that grow but little above-ground, tiie molt in efleem is the Ananas; 
its leaves arc like thofe of alic's, and its fruit greatly rel'cinbles pine-apples, and differs 
from them only in ..hat theji; are yellow, and, when ripe, all pulp: on the top of this 
fruit there grows a tuft of f aves, which being taken oil' and planted, produces a new 
^lant. "When this fuur is ripe, it exceeds the melon in lufcioufiiefs ; biHt if you cut it 
green, it prtfentlv dries up and confumes. 

Concerning fruit-trees, fetting afide the Nicefi, Bonane, and Mamai, which I have 
already’deferibed when I fpoke of Brazil; here arc not a few of other kinds, whereof 
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the moft valued is that which bears the name of the Count. The fruit of liiis tree is 
not unlike the giant-pear, and has but an ordinary out-fide, though inwards it is as 
white as milk. Its feed is like to a bean, and its juice is fo exceedingly pleafant, that it 
is commonly given to fick people to recover their taftes. About the mountains of 
Congo I have feen feveral of thefe trees that grow wild. The Calhiu fruit is much 
. larger than an apple, and, when ripe, is plentifully beautified with yellow and crimfon. 
From its core it throws out another fruit of a duiky-colour, which, being roafted 
in the fire, tafies like a chefnut; and is naturally hot, though the other be mild and 
refreihing. 

• The Guaiavas are a fruit not unlike pears : they ha\fe fhort ftalks, are yelloW with- 
ouf,'*.-Ji;id carnation within; and they would be more in requell were their feeds, which 
ftick dole to the pulp, not quite fo hard. 

The Chichere are a fort of plums like to thofe the Italians call Cafcavelle, which 
being a little eager, are given to people in fevers. # 

The plant Colas affords various kinds of fruit; which being indofed, as it were, in 
a crimfon purfe (its hulks), is much valued by the Portuguele, infomuch that when¬ 
ever they meet any lady in the ftreet whom they defign to honour, they prefently offer 
her fome of thefe fruit; they fay that, chewing it, it makes water drink pleafant. * 

Palm-trees here arc of different kinds: thofe efteetned the mofl, arc fuch as produce 
both oil and wine, 'fhefe are to be feen thinly planted up. and down in the fields. 
'I’he oil they have is got from the fruit which grows in cluflers, but fo dofe, that they 
feem to be all one piece. I'hefe cluflers are fo large, that a very flrong man mull not 
pretend to Carry above one or two of them. In the language of the country they have, 
the name of Chachij, and their feeds or flones, whereof they have a great number, are 
called Embe. From thefe, which are like a date, being pounded fmall with hot water, 
they extrad an oilinefs, which they make ufe of as we do of our oil. 

At certain times of the year the natives afeend thefe palm-trees, by help of a hoop, to 
tap the wine: the manner of doing which is tlius; wherever they perceive any flower 
blown, they prefently whip it off with a knife, and thrull the flalk into a very large 
calabafh called Capaffo, which they cover and fallen to the tree. When this is done 
they leave it, and in a fhort time have their bottle full of liquor as white as whey. This 
they let Hand to purge itfelf for about a day after they had taken it down^ which it will 
always do to that degree, that its fermentation feeins rather to be railed by a good fire, 
than any natural heat. When this is over, they rack it oft' the lee, and there remains a 
perfed tafle of wine, called by them Melaftb, which often makes the Blacks drunk. 
They are obliged to drink it foon after, for in three days time it will turn to vinegar, 
and in four, coagulate and flink. The nature of this trt^ is principally hot, though it 
produces oil as well as wine, which is naturally cold, and every body knows will con¬ 
geal like butter. 

There is another fort of wine called Embetta, of a colder nature, drawn much after 
the fame manner from another fort of palm-tree; but this tree generally yields a 
greater quantity, and is planted on the fide of a river, and no where elfe. The tree is 
called Matome. 

In thofe countries where thefe palm-trees that produce wine do not grow, the people 
have artificial ways of procuring it. For this end iliey letTiTllian wheat foak in water 
for fome time, in like manner as we do wheat to make ftarch of. This they afterwards 
take out., and having well beaten and prefled it, they put the liquor into a pot, whence 
it is after a while drawn off into another, and then they drink it with a great deal of 
pleafure. This liquor they call by the name of Guallo. 
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There i^nother kind of palm called Tamgra, which bears a fruit like olives: but thefe 
having little or no tafte, generally fall to the? fhare of the apes and monkeys. Another 
fort there is, whofe fruit are long firings of little balls extremely hard; which neverthe- 
lefs, after they are pounded and mixed with the powder of the Engalla, or wild boars 
teeth, compofe a wonderful cordial. Thefe trees are called Mateba. 

' That palm which is very^like the Matonie, if it be not the fame, afibrds a fort of 
thread from its leaves, whereof the natives weave cloth. Its fmallefl branches being 
both fmooth and pliant, ferve to make travelling nets of, and which the better iort of 
Blacks, but cfpecially we Whites, ufe for that purpofe. Of ^the greater branches, both 
they and we commonly build ou. houfes. 

The fruit of the tree called Mabocche is not unlike our oranges; they are exce^ '''‘-^ly 
round, and have very tough rinds. Within they have feveral feeds like uiito thofe 
in pomegranates, but placed more confufedly: the tafle of them is fo very pleafant 
and delightful, being fdmewhat inclined to the fliarp, that they are commonly given to 
perfons that lie fick of fevers to redlify and refrefh their palates. Of thefe there are 
two forts, the greater and the leffer ; but by how much the latter mufl yield in bulk, 
by fo much it for the moll part gains in perfedion. 

* The Donno tree has its bark only to boafl of, being in virtue and fragrancy not much 
unlike to our cinnamon. Although this country has not the plant garlic itfelf, ^let has 
it neverthelefs a tree, whofe wood not only fmells like it, but has its tafte alfo, and 
moreover is commonly made ufe of after the fame manner. 

The Aliconde is a tree immeafurably great; within the cavity of whofe trunk, it 
being generally hollow at the bottom, hogs are commonly kept from the fon. The 
fruit of it is very like to our pumpions, with a ftalk about the bignefs of a man’s finger, 
and in length near two or three foot. The ufe of the Ihells of thefe fruit is commonly 
cither for vcfl'cls or bottles. The inner rind of thjg tree being well foaked and beaten, 
yields a fort of matter to fpin, much more durable and finer than our hemp, and which 
is made ufe of here for that purpofe. ’Cotton here is to be gathered in great abun> 
dance, and the flirubc it grows on are fo prolific, that they ncvei; alinoft leave 
fprouting. 

Having thus fpoken of divers plants and fruit-trees of the leaft note, I will proceed 
to deferibe others of both kinds, that have phyfical virtues aferibed to them. 

Amongft thefe the tree Angariaria has the firft place either the wood or root of this 
tree is faid to be good to drive away any pains in the fide, occafioned by the ftone, gra¬ 
vel, or the like ; but however the moft efficacious part of it is its fruit, which is not 
unlike to our acorn. Hence it comes to pafs, that no difeafe of this kind w^s ever 
know'n to have contihued long In thefe parts. 

Another tree of medicinal virtue is the Chifecco, any part of which being reduced 
to powder, and mixed with water, is good againft fevers ; and being applied either to 
the forehead or temples of the fick perfon, infallibly prevents his fainting. 

The Chicongo, a tree likewife, has a purgative poww attributed to it. 

What is moft furprifing, is the nature of the tree Mignamigna, which produces poi- 
fon in one part, and its antidote in another j if any perfon be poifoned either by the 
wood or fruit, then the leaves ferve to cure him ; and if he be poifoned by the leaves 
of them, then he muft have’recourfe either to the fruit or wood: the fruit of this tree 
is like a little lemon. 

Our old ky-brother Leonard, whom I have had often occafion to mention in this 
relation, and who had lived in this country many and many years, told me he had feen 
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three plants of Storax, Gum-benjamin, and Caflia; but that neither of thefe were held 
in any efteem by the Blacks. 

As to pepper, what I have to fay is only this; being one day grievoufly tormented 
with wind, I alked a noble Negro, if he could help me to a remedy, he anfwered, 
“ Yes,” and immediately fetched me fome pepper. I took it according to his pre- 
. fcriptions, and received relief. I afterwards demanded of Him, whence that came; he'’ 
told me it was brought from a wood juft out of the count’s dominions. And doubtlefs 
there are many other excellent products in thefe parts, which for want of being fuffici- 
ently known, lofe their efteem. 

. I fhould have told you oefore, that within the dominions of Sogno, there are many 
excellent lemons j and wherewith one particular ifland fo abounds, that there are no 
other trees to be found in it except here and there an orange-tree. In the way to 
Singa you meet with vaft woods of orange-trees, which go by the name of Portugal, 
but rather deferve that of China, for their thin rinds and lufeious pulps. 

As to birds, this country has two forts like ours, which are fparrows and turtles ; 
the firft of which, in time of rain, chai\ge their colour to red, though they afterwards 
return to what they were of before, w'hich is ufual with other forts of fowl. Here are 
alfo eagles, but to fay the truth, not fo large as I have feen elfewhere. I have more¬ 
over obferved divers kinds of parrots here, which were very different from thofe of 
Brazil. The jcrows of this country are white upon their breafts, and on the top of 
their wings, but black every-where elfe like ours of Europe. 

Pelicans are often to be met with as you travel to Signa; they are all over black, 
except on their breafts, which nature has adorned with a kind of flefti-colour like to 
that of the neck of a turkey. Whether this be the true pelican or not, which naturalifts 
fay feeds her young with her own blood, and at the expence of her life, I lhall not 
undertake to determine. 

Father Francis da Pavia, my companion into thefe parts, through his long experience 
has informed me, that whilft he was on a journey to Singa, he obferved certain large 
white birds, with long beaks, necks, and feet, which, whenever they heard the leaft 
found of an inftrument, began immediately to dance and leap about in tiie rivers where 
they always refided, and whereof they w’ere great lovers; this, he faid, he took great 
pleafure to contemplate, and continued often for fome time upon the banks of the rivers 
to obferve. 


There is another fort of birds fo exceedingly white and fine, efpecially in their tails, 
that the white ladies buy them up at any rate to adorn themfelves with. There arc 
divers^other kinds of birds and fowl, which for brevity fal^e I omit fpeaking of. 

Concerning thefe and other birds building their nefts, I obferved that fparrows, and 
fuch-like little birds, built them after the form of our ffcallows nefts. I'he materials 
they make ufe of, are for the moft part the thread of palm-leaves, which they draw 
out thence with their beaks, and afterwards carry to the place where they defign to 
build. The manner of their building is round a flender bough, w^hereby when the 
wind blows, their young are rocked about in their nefts, like children in their cradles. 

The greater fort of birds build, either on the top, in the trunk, or on the thorny 
boughs of the tree called Mafuma. The prickles of this, tree are exceedingly hard, 
and its fruit fomething refembles a green citron : and which when opened throws forth 
a wonderful fine wool (no filk finer, fofter, nor cooler), whereof are commonly made 
pillows and bolfters for fick people. 

Of wild hens I have fpoken in another place, and here I again affirm, that they are 
in this country much better tafted, and more beautiful than the tame ones. Tne fame 
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I have to fay of the partridges, which are much like to ours, but neither of which are 
any ways valued by the natives, and therefore they feldom or never look after them. 

But among all the winged inhabitants of this climate, none pleafed me fo much as 
that little bird defcribed by Father Cavazzi in his Hiftorical Defcriptions, b. 1. p. 50. 
no. 153. This bird, not much unlike a fparrow, at firft light feems wholly black, 
but upon a nearer view may be difcovered to be of a kind of blue. As I'ooa as 
day breaks, he fets up his notes and fmgs; but the excellency of his fong is, that 
it harmonioufly, and almoft articulately pronounces the name of Jefus Chrift; which 
repeated by many of them in concert, is a heavenly mufic worthy our fpecial obl'er- 
vation, feeing thofe heathen narrons excited to own the true God by irrational creatures 
They are excited by the heavens forming a crofs of liars under the zone, which riiany 
have defcribed, and I beheld; they are excited by the mountains, which 'nave the 
crofs carved on them, as has been faid, without knowing by whom ; they are excited 
by the earth, which dtaws the crucifix on its fruit called Nicefo, as we have obferved. 
In fine, thefe little angels excite them with their voices, yet all thefe things are of little 
force to move the hardened hearts of thole (gentiles. 

,, It is a wonderful bird mentioned by our Father Coprani, in his Cambr. liluft. whofe 
fong confifts of thefe plain words, Va Dritto ; that is, go right. Nor is there lefs to 
be admired in another bird in thefe parts, and particularly the kingdom of hlutamba, 
which, as travellers are on their way, harmonioufly fmgs, “ Vuichi, Vuichi,” which in 
the language of the Blacks fignifies, honey, honey j and fleipping from one place to 
another, refts upon the tree where the honey is, that the paflengers may take it, and 
' the bird feed on what remains. But it fometimes falls out, that following the cry of 
the bird, the paflenger falls into the clutches of feme lion that lies hid, and fo meets 
his death inftcad of honey j therefore when the bird cries, if he fees not the honey, 
they are aware of the hidden lion, and fly in time. 

Among the variety of numerous qiyidrupeds, the molt wonderful are the elephants, 
being, as it were, living and moving mines of moll curious white ivory, whereof fo 
great a trade is made; but thefe being vulgarly known to all perfon^, I will give no 
other account but only of the manner of killing them. 

When thefe hearts are gathered together in a herd, the hunter anointing himfelf all 
over with their dung, gets in flily with his lance in his hand among them *, there docs 
he creep about from one to the other, under their bellies, till he fees an opportunity 
to ftrike any of them under their ear, by which wound they are eafily to be brought 
to the ground. After the rtroke given, the hunter takes immediate care to cfcapc, 
before the heart can well turn about to revenge himfelf; and the -other hearts being 
deceived by the fmell of their dung, take no notice of his crying out, and flouncing, 
fuppofing it to be only one of their young. By thefe means the reft of the herd 
walking on, and forfaking their falling companion, leave him a prey to the fuccefsful 
hunter. If the wounded elephant happens to purfue his aflaulter, he can eafily baffle 
him, by taking to many roads, for it is a very difficult thing for this heart to turn his 
body fo often as fuch a dodging would require. The Negroes are wont to diftil a water 
by the fun from the bones of this animal’s legs, which is held to be good againft 
artmas, fciaricas, or aoy-^cold humours. Some of the pagans of thefe parts, particu¬ 
larly the Giaghi, have a kind of devotion for the tail of this heart ; for wffien any one 
of their captains or chief lords comes to die, they commonly preferve one of thefe tails 
in memo!^ of him, and to which they pay a fort of adoration, out of an opinion.they 
have of its great ftrength. For the lake of cutting off thefe tails only, they often 
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undertake this hunting; but which amputation muft be performed at one blow, and 
from a living elephant, or their fuperftition will allow it no virtue. 

In this country of Sogno there are no lions, tigers, nor wolves to be met with, which 
neverthelefs other parts of this fide of Africa are not exempt from. When any of thefe 
beads, efpecially tigers, happen to enter the count’s dominions, he that firft difcovers, 
them is obliged to go immediately to a governor, or Mani, and acquaint him therewith; 
whereupon an alarm is prefently beat to raife the country, and the people being fo raifed, 
forthwith apply all their endeavours, whether by (houts, drums, or inftruments 
of war, to force the bead into the open field. Afte^ they have got him there, they 
. fingle out one among them to afl'ault him j which the pcrfon pitched upon performs 
with a lharp Jong knife in one hand, and a flight manageable fliield in the other. As 
often as the bead leaps at him, the combatant receives his attempts on his fliield, till at 
lad, taking his opportunity, he whips oft' one or more of his legs with his knife, whereby 
the bead being difabled, eafily becomes a victim to the conqueror’s fury. The Royal 
Lions, fo called for their gencrofity, carry theml'elves with majedy, and do not hurt 
unlefs provoked by fpme accident. , 

In Sogno there are a fort of wild dogs, who going out to hunt in great numbers, 
whenever they met with any lion, tiger, or elephant in their way, fet upon him with that 
fury, tljat they commonly bring him to the ground, though they lofe never fo many of 
their company by the attempt. Thefe dogs, notwithftanding their wildnefs, do little or 
no damage to the inhabitants. They are red-haired, have fmall flender bodies, and 
their tails turn up upon their backs like a greyhound’s. 

The wolves that fometimes infeft thefe paits are fo very fubtle, that they will fcratch 
through the walls of the houfes built here with palm leaves, on purpofe to come at the 
people, whom having found, they immediately devour or tear to pieces. A certain 
woman once happening to go a little further from her houfe than ordinary, left her 
child within afleep: whild Ihe was gone, a wol^ broke in, and lay down clofe by the 
child that was afleep: The mother coming foon after, went in to feed her child, and 
fpied the wolf, yfho feeing himfelf difeovered, immediately fled. 

At fome huntings there have been taken in this country both wild men and women : 
which to confirm, father Leonard once told me, that before my coming thither there 
had been one of that kind prefented to a friar of our order, which was again bedowed 
by him on the Portuguefe governor of Luanda. 

Monkeys there are here of divers kinds, fuch as the baboons, which are the larged 
fort; another kind party-coloured, as big as a cat; and a third fort lead of all, which 
neverthelefs, like the others, have all tails longer than their bodies. 

Here are likewife great numbers of wild goats, and many wild boars are to be found 
in the woods. 'The tame goats of this country arc fo exceedingly fertile, that they will 
bring forth three or four young ones at once. 

'ITie flieep here do not produce wool, but hair j neither are the rams furnilhed with 
horns as with us, nor are the ewes fo fruitful ^s the goats before-named. Goats-flefh is 
in much greater eftcem in thefe parts than mutton, and therefore the natives chufe 
rather to geld their young goats than their lambs. 

Serpents are not in the lead wanting here: thofe feen by majjf greated note were the 
Copras, a fort of ferpents whofe poifon is in their fcajp, which though at a great didance 
they fpit into the eyes, and caufe fuch grievous pains, that unlefs there be fome woman 
by at the fame time, to alfuage the pains with her milk, the party will become imme¬ 
diately blind. Thefe climb about in the houfes and trees night and day. 
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There is another fort of ferpents, as I have been told, in this country which as foon 
as they are molefted by any traveller, will leap upon him, and twining themfelves round 
about his body, fix a lharp fling they have in their tails into his breaft, whereby he foon 
burfts and expires. The name of this ferpent is Embambe, arid the way the natives 
jjfave to cure themfelves of his wound, and fave their lives, is by cutting him in two 
with a knife, which they carry about them for that purpofe, as foon as ever he has en¬ 
tered his fling. 

But from hence let us proceed to give an account of more memorable matters. In 
the fecond year of my million i Wvis forced to do my duty £05 fome time alone, by rea- 
fon that our fuperior being dead, my companion. Father Jofeph, was advanced to th^*- 
dignity, and was gone to refide in the kingdom of Angola. At the fame time the Moll 
Reverend Cardinal Cibo writ us a letter in the name of the facred college, complaining 
that the pernicious and abominable abufe of felling flaves was yet continued among us, 
and requiring us to ufe our power to remedy the faid abufe; which, notwithllanding, we 
faw little hopes of accomplifhing, by reafon that the trade of this country lay wholly in 
Haves and ivory. Neverthelefs, meeting togethsr not long after, we joined our addrefles 
^ to the King of Congo, and count of Sogno, and obtained the favour from them, that 
the heretics at lead fhould be excluded from dealing in this merchandize; and that efpe- 
cially the Englifh, who made it their chief bufinefs to buy Haves here, and to .carry 
them to Barbadoes, an iHand of theirs in the Well Indies, where the^ were to be 
brought up in the Protellant religion, fo very contrary to ours. This letter was firfi: 
read by me to the count, and afterwards on a feafl-day I made the contents of it known 
to the people, earneflly recommending to them to have a compaflionate regard to fo 
many miferable creatures, their countrymen, that were daily fuffered to come under 
the power of heretics, that would not only enflave them, but likevvife pervert the good 
principles we had inflillecl into them. I moreover urged, that if there were a neceffity 
for a trade of this kind, they fhould fooijer have to do with the Hollanders, who were 
obliged to deliver fo many Haves at Cadiz every year, whereby their countrymen might 
have Hill the happinefs ot continuing among Catholics, though in bonds. . 

I propofed likewife for them to trade in this nature with the Portuguefe, rather than 
the Hollanders; which they would not hearken unto for feveral reafons. 

Firfi, Becaufe they would by no means have that nation eftablifh themfelves in their 
country. Secondly, By reafon that they would give them no opportunity to fell their 
arms and ammunition amongfl them: and 'fhirdly, Becaufc they always under-valued 
the Haves, and never offered fo much as they were worth. 

Thefe, with fome,others,, have been the reafons that the Portuguefe'have never yet 
been able to get any footing in Sogno. 

A year almofl pafl before there was any Ihip appeared in this country; at lafl an 
Englifh veffel came to anchor there. I'his I immediately advifed the count of, requiring 
at the fame time, that if fhe were really Englifh, fhe fhould not be fufl'ered fo land any 
perfon whatfoever. The count’s anfwer wa%that I Hi'add be obeyed : but which I ob-' 
ferved to be fpoke by him with fuch coldnefs, that 1 could eafily difeover in him a con¬ 
trary intention; and which I was the more confirmed in, when I refledled upon the pro¬ 
fit he was to make, both by the buyer and the feller. All this while the captain of the 
fhip pretended that he would tarry o^|ly three days to take in frefh provjfions ; which 
being pafl, he fcarcely fhewed the leaft fign of being gone. While he was yet in the 
river, I happened to go down to the fhore to fpeak with the Mafucca, or Receiver of the 
Whites.^ Being but juft entered his houfe, 1 faw two Englifhmen, who I thought had 
been no nearer than their ufual flation j they feeing me, drew in, and I turned my back 
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to go out again: but fcarce had I reached the threfliold, before I heard a brace of piftol- 
bullets whiz by my ear. At this being aftonilhed, I looked about, but law nobody. 
Then I fell on my knees, returned thanks to heaven for my efcape; and afterwards 
went in again boldly to make my complaint to the mailer of the houfe of the villainy, 
which I fuppofe was defigned me by thefe Englilhmen: but to my great difappointme^t 
he returned me neither a compliment nor a relentment. 

The day following the before-mentioned captain came to me, but that rather to affront 
than confer with me ; demanding of me at firll fight, “ What I had to do to oppofe the 
Englilh trading in that port ?” To which I replied,j “ That purfuant to an agreement 
between me and the count, all heretics were to be excluded from dealing in Haves 
throughout the dominions of Sogno, but as to all other njatters of traffick they were at 
liberty.'*’ What do you mean by heretics ?” quoth he. “ Is not our Duke of York a 
Roman Catholic, and chief of our company, from whom I have a full power to trade, 
where, and in what merchandize I pleafe ?” “ Granted,” faid I; but then I alledged 
further, “ That 1 w'as fure it was not the intention of that Duke, jthat Chriftians Ihould 
be bought and fold for Haves, nor that/uch as he (meaning the captain) Ihould be al¬ 
lowed not only to trade, but likewife to rob and infeft the Ihores wherever they came, 
in like manner as another Englilh captain had done there laft year; who, as foon as he 
had token in all his lading, fell to wafting the country, and forced away feveral of the 
natives into livery, and killed many others that he could hot get away. This (I told 
him) I would alfuredly acquaint the Duchefs of York, my country-woman, with, that 
the Duke her hulband’s reputation might not fufl'er, and fuch offenders might be pu- 
nilhed as\hey well deferved.” To this the captain began to reply with great heat, de¬ 
fending both himfelf and his countryman, the other captain, thinking to overcome 
reafon with noife; and if fome people had not come in to my affiltance, I know 
not what might have come on it. I afterwards fent to let the count know, that I Ihould 
not open the church-doors till thofe heretic^, that were enemies both to our church 
and him, w'erc gone. This meffage foon brought the count to our convent, where, 
when he entered to fpeak with me, there came in with him only one man, Avho 
had a long knife in his hand drawn about four inches out of the Iheath: this 
knife, as he knelt on the ground, he held with one hand on the haft, and the other 
on the fheath. For the better underftanding of this, you muft know that whenever 
the count comes to fpeak with us, nobody has leave to enter the room with him 
but the interpreter: and when any extraordinary cafe requires another’s coming in, 
he muft kneel all the while, in like manner as the interpreter is obliged to do. 
The count began with me very low, endeavouring to convince me^that, confidering the 
many enemies that furrounded him on all fides, he ought to provide himfelf of arms and 
ammunition of war, and which he could beft do from the European ftiips that came to 
trade in his dominions. This and the like he urged with a great deal of cunning, but at 
length perceiving by my anfwers that he gained but little upon me, he began to gather up 
his countenance, and to move his lips (pick in order to thunder out fome dreadful 
menaces againft me; but which 1 timely perceiving, ftarted up upon my feet, and pre¬ 
vented his fury with the following words; “ The reafon,” faid I to him refolutely, “ of my 
coming into your dominions, was for the fervice of God, aad the falvation of your fouls; 
and in order t;o that duty incumbent on me, I c|^not difpenfe with the hazarding even 
of my life, in withdrawing fo many poor fouls from out of the power of Lucifer,” 
(•meaning the Haves to be bought by heretics,) “ which neverthelefs you ieem by your 
arguments to give wholly up to him. Think then, my lord cdiSnt,” continued I, “ on 
your own cafe in fo palpable an aft of difobedience j for as for my part, I Hiall always 
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endeavour to perfift in my duty.” Havmg fpoke thefe words, I immediately offered to 
go out of the room, but the repenting count catching me faft hold by the arm, and 
changing his countenance almofl; from black to yellow, would by no means fuffer me fo 
to do, crying out, “ Hear my reafons firft. Father; hear my reafons before you go.” 
Then clapping himfelf down upon a bench, he fell into a long difcourfe, but in which I 
often interrupting him, he at lafl flew away in a great paflion, muttering and mumbling 
to himfelf, “ That he was the head of the church in his dominions, and that I without 
him could do nothing; no, not fo much as baptize a child.” By thefe and other fuch 
like fpeeches of His, 1 could eafily perceive that he fided with the Englifh, and I was tho¬ 
roughly convinced thereof afterw rds, when he caufed proclamation to be made at tluree 
of the clock in the morning, to forbid all his fubjeds throughout the whole BanzT it; go 
any more to our church; but this he neverthelefs did without laying any penalty on 
thofe that difobeyed him, and confequently his fubjects being true fervants of God, took 
no manner of notice of his proceeding, but continued to come to church as before. 
Notwithffanding their good difpofitions, I thought myfelf obliged to excommunicate the 
count by fixing a fchedule on the church-docys, and which I did by an authority fent 
me from the bifliop of Angola. Hence it followed that our Haves that belonged to the 
offices of the church, as likewife thofe that ferved in the convent, immediately forfook 
me, and that I fuppofe by inlfigation of their prince who had withdrawn them, tp caufe 
me th ' fooner to comply. ' Whilft 1 yet continued firm in my refolutions, a Dutch fhip 
appeared in the harbour: foon after her arrival the count’s fecretary brought her cap¬ 
tain, according to cuflom, to me for my benediction, which neverthelefs the Englilh 
captain had negleCted to alk; 1 gave it him, and by thofe means extinguiflied part of 
the fury inllilled into the people’s breads by the magicians and wizard againft me; for 
they had made it their bufmefs to make the people believe, that I purpofely oppofed the 
aforefaid contracts with the Europeans, that their nation might be unprovided of arms 
and ammunition when their enemies the Portuguefe came againft them, and which they 
likewife affirmed I by fecrct means encouraged. The anchoring this fhip in the harbour 
occafioned the Ipeedy departure of the other; for in lefs than thirteeij days after Ihe 
hoifted fail and put to fea, carrying away w'ith her about fourteen or fifteen of the 
natives of Sogno, befides near a hundred more which the captain faid had been fold him 
by the pagans. 

Finding an opportunity to acquaint my fuperior, in the kingdom of Angola, with 
thefe matters, 1 immediately fet about it, and difpatched away two letters, but which 
were both intercepted, by order from the count: this coming to my ears, I writ three 
more, one of which I copfided to a faithful Black, promifing him a confidcrable re¬ 
ward if he delivered it; the* other two I fent publicly, which were intercepted, as 
before. About the fame time the count likewife writ a letter to the bifliop of Loanda, 
complaining, “ That I would neither adminilter the facraments, nor open the church 
and befides, “ That 1 had condemned the wizards to death in an open congregation.” 
To this the faid biftiop, well knowing both the treachery and hypocrify of the Blacks, 
gave no anfwer; but however foon after fent my fuperior, accompanied with Father 
Benedict a Belvedere, to affift me. Here mark the providence of God! Whilft the 
count continued in his obftinacy, a certain difeafe that reigned in the neighbouring 
parts, called in the Portuguefe Bejdgas, but in ours the fmall-pox, had reached his 
dominions, and whereof great numhers died daily. The people being fenfible that 
this muft tie fent as a judgment among them, gathered forthwith together, and ad- 
■drelTed therafelves with great earneftnefs to the count, advifing him, “ To retraft and 
atone for the great error he had been guilty of, or, befides the juft judgment of God 
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both upon him and them, they would infallibly rife againft him for redrefs.” To 
this the count anfwered, “ That it had never been his defires, that they fhould fuflFer 
any ways upon his account; and that what he had forbid by his proclamation, was only 
to frighten the miflioner into obedience; but fince they were of opinion that what had 
befallen them was occafioned by this injunftion, he was willing, if he nught thereby 
confirm their fafety, to take it off.” I’hough he foon after was as good as his word, 
yet were the people not wholly fatisfied, affirming, “That they would not. die like 
dogs, but like true Chriftians, as they had been bred, and therefore willed him to 
prefent himfelf before me, to afk forgivenefs for his ci|ime, to the end’that the church- 
doors might be again fet open to them.” This he foon after accomplilhed, in the fol¬ 
lowing manner, but whether through fincerity or hypocrify I fhall not pretend to 
determine : — Having clothed all his courtiers in like manner as they were wont to be 
when they go to receive ambaffadors, he alone appeared in fackcloth, unfhod, with a 
crown of thorns on his head, a crucifix in his hand, and a large cable rope about his 
neck: in this manner, coming to our convent, he proftrated himfelf humbly at the 
gate, befeeching me to pardon him his crime, and only cxcufing himfelf, that what 
he did was done raflily and without consideration, but that he was now ready to make 
me all manner of fatisfaftion for his difobedience. He remembered me moreover of 
the pr^lumption of David, and hoped, that like him having repented, he fliould like- 
wife receive mercy. Having faid thus much, he gave his crucifix to one of his attendants 
to hold, and afterwards kneeled and kiffed my feet: hereupon I immediately raifed 
him from the ground, took off the crown of thorns from his head, and rope from his 
neck, and tiien repeated to him thofe words which I formerly uttered to another perfon 
on the like occafion, “ If you have finned like David, imitate him likewife in your 
repentance.” After this 1 waited upon him out as far as the ftreet, and then left him. 

He afterwards came a fecond time in the aforefaid manner to have his excommu- 
nica taken oft': but I told him, “ That 1 would willingly have complied*with his 
defires, but that in about three days time my fuperior would come into thofe parts, 
and that it was _fnorc proper for him to abfolve fo great a perfon as he.” I farther told 
him, “ That as for his accomplices, I would undertake to give them abfolution,”’ which 
I foon after performed both to his and their fatisfacfion. At laft the expected Father 
arrived, and I having acquainted him with what had been already done, he after a 
delay of a few days gave the penitent count abfolution. Having received this great 
favour and affittancc from the biftiop, 1 thought myfelf obliged to return him my moft; 
humble thanks and acknowledgements, and withal to inform him of the caufe, manner, 
and time of my fliutting up the church, as likewife with the ..reafons I had to threaten 
the wizards with the punifhment the count had writ to him about. 

The Dutch all this while followed their trade clofe. A certain captain among them 
called Cornelius Clas, having acquired a reputation with the natives by his fubtilties, 
went about fowing his heretical tares amidft the true corn of the gofpel. Amongft 
other (damnable) doftrines, he maintained, that baptifm was alone neceffary to falva- 
tion, becaufe it took away original fin, as the blood of our Saviour did aflual fin. 
The better to comply with the Blacks, whom he knew to be defirous of greater liberty 
in thofe matters, he affirmed, there was need of no other facrament than that of bap¬ 
tifm ; and that if they had a mind to communicate, they fliould do it, but that con- 
feflion was not fieceffary, being only to be underftood figuratively. And he farther 
(impudently) difowned the real prefence of Chrift in the confecrated hoft.' To pro¬ 
cure himfelf with the greater credit, he often invoked the faints his alfiftance, and 
efpecially St. Anthony, though his tribe generally deny the praying to faints to'be of 
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ally ufe to us. He afterwards repeated feverai expreflions here and there out of our 
fermons in L^t, and then proceeded to ridicule them after the following manner: —~ 
“ 01” cried he, “ your hither’s an able preacher and a ^reat fcholar, he hits the nail 
on the head, and talks to the purpofe j bu*^ il he would improve you thoroughly, he 
ought to advance fuch and fuch doftrines” (which by the way were moft pernicioufly 
heretical). Thus he run on for above an hour together, exploding our opinions and 
recommending his own, till he had at laft fo far prevailed upon thofe raiferable Negroes, 
that their hearts were become as black as their countenances. Although this perfon’s 
principles and ddigns came at le.Ygth to be knowm, yet were the moft ignorant never- 
thelefs affe£bed with his argument and perfuafions; but notwithftanding thefe inifclfte^' 
came not to our knowledge till after the departure of their author. 

Let us now come to other matters not unlike the foregoing. In the fiftlf year of 
my miffion another Englifh fhip happened to come to an anchor in the river: as foon 
as I perceived it, I went to the count and faid, “ Behold, my lord, another Englilh 
fliip appears in the harbour!” and at the fame time begged of him not to permit any 
of the men to land, for fear of the like inconneniences that had before happened : he 
feemed to comply readily with my deftres, and promifed that none ftiould ; neverthe- 
lefs felf-intereft blinding him again, he received the accuftomed prefents, and luft’ered 
them to trade again within his dominions, which we would by no means agsee to. 
The captain came with his commiflion to our convent, and endeavoured to find me 
out, but could not. In the mean-time, without any further delay, we pubhfhed a 
manifefto, that upon pain of excommunication none fhould prefume to fell any flaves 
to the Ihiglifh: but as to bartering ivory, ebony, or the like with them, they might 
freely do it. The captain hereupon could get but five negroes, and tholb he bought 
before the manifefto was pubhfhed. He came a fecond time to my apartment accom¬ 
panied by a Dutch captain, and with a great deal of fubmiflion faid to me, “ Father, 
what realBn have I given you to deny nje. To much to my difadvanfage, a free trade in 
this port, when T have fullered fo many hardfhips, and undergone fo great peri) in 
my voyage hither ?” lo which I courteoully anfwered, “ That I would do an^ ' 
that la/in my power to ferve any Chriftian, and him in particular, wno ap < • > 
be fo very civil, but that in this matter I could do nothing without an order i in'; 
fuperior.” 1 told him further, “ That though I was againft his trading alhon -s 
being an Englifhman, and confequenj^y a heretic, I could not prevent his doh ’ y 
fea, and therefore if he could find any to traffic with him he might freely d < 

“ 'I’hat is what I would rather have,” replied the captain, “ for thereby I ma) i- ide 
cuftom-free. Now 1 perceive,” continued he, “ that thefe brutes*,” meaning the 
Negroes, “ have always their hands open to receive prefents, but when there is any 
favour to be returned, they immediately fhrug up their Ihoulders and excufe them- 
felves, pretending the miflioners will not let them grant it. But why,” added he, 
“ did they not explain themfelves at firft, that I might have laved my ^refent, and 
failed about my bufinefs elfewhere ? It lhall go hard, but I will make them Know whom 
they have to deal with.” T'hcn turning to me, he faid, “ Well, Father, I cannot but 
thank you heartily for acquainting me with the truth, and let them reftore to me what 
I gave them, and I will be gone. But firft,” quoth he, “ give me leave to prefent 
Your Reverence with a barrel of wheat-flour to make your Hofts of, a fmall veflel 
of Aqua-idtaB, and fomething elfe that may lie within the verge of my capacity.” I 
returned hftn a thou^d thanks for his kind proffers, and told him, that though I had 
occafion for the wiffit-flour I would by no means accept it of him, and afterwards 
having* forced a bafket of fruit upon him difmiffed him. The, count having difpofed of 
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the prefent that was given him, could by no means yeftore it, and befides dnrfl: not 
for fear of excommunication provide him the flaves he had promife^ iThis ib vexed 
the captain, that taking pnly along with him two flaves, and a little ivory he had got 
before, he left his houfe in the night-time, and went immediately aboard his fliip; 
his landlord foon milling him got up betimes, and went after him for his rent, Jsut 
the captain having caufed three Patereroes to bo turned againft the Negro’s boat, 
dared him to come near him after the following manner: « Come hither, Have,” 
quoth he, “ and I will pay you in a certain coin that you very well deferve.” After 
which, bellowing a great many eprfes on him, he fft fail and departed. The count 
was again excommunicated for his difobedience, but not by a paper fixed up at the 
church-doors formally, which he took with much patience, 'fhough a Black, he is an 
abfolute prince, and not unworthy of a crown, though fie were in Italy, confidering 
the number of his fubje£ts, and large dominions. 

Before the Englilhman had weighed anchor to be gone, another Dutch Ihip came 
into the river, which my companion Fathef Benedict da Belvedere perceiving, imme¬ 
diately oppofed the landing ol any of hpr men; his reafon was that they were heretics, 
in like manner as the Knglilh, and which he confirmed by the herefies the above-men¬ 
tioned Dutch captain had not long before fpread amongft us. I could not well dilTent 
from this opinion of his, neverthclefs for quietnefs-fake 1 told him, that fince we had 
fo luckily got^rid of the Englilh, we mull of ncceffity admit of the Dutch, or the peo¬ 
ple would be apt to rebel; for not caring to trade with the Portuguefe for fomc 
reafons bell known to themlelves, they w'ould have noboby elfe to utter their com¬ 
modities to, which would prove no fmall detriment both to the church and the Hate. 
He underftood me 1 don’t quellion, but notwithftanding took little or no notice of what 
I faid, being tranfported with too great a zeal for the church’s good, which, had it not 
been fo exceflive, might have fucceeded better than it did. 

On Eafter-Day there was a great feaft held jhroughout the count’s domini^hs, when 
the electors and governors were obliged to come to court to wifh their lord a happy 
Eafter, according to cuftom. He that voluntarily abfented himfelf was lool^d upon 
as a rebel, and thofe that came were treated at the count’s charge; the eledfors and 
governors dividing the provifions amongft their followers. My aforefaid companion 
nearing a confufed found of inftruments, and many loud acclamations from the people 
gathered together in vaft numbers, made what ^afte he could to them that he might 
prevent thofe feftiv.vls, which he looked upon as not proper to be celebrated in a 
place where the count allifted, who then flood excommunicated. For my part I 
could not w^cll fatlumi his intentions, lor he only cante to me jnd demanded my 
blefling and leave to go out of the convent, which I could not refufe him. At his 
firft coming the chief eleclor came up to him to Ailute him, which he coldly received 
and returned; after a few compliments they came to complaints. My companion 
began to blame them for having fo courteoufly admitted of the Hollanders, as alfo for 
folemnifing 'of this feaft, which they ought not to prefume to have done as matters 
went. This fo exafperated the eledlor, that he cried out with a great palGon, “ What 
heretics ! What Chrillians! What Catholics ! Are w'c not all to be faved by baptiftn 
alone ?” Father Bencdid being out of patience at thefe words, and truly moved for 
the honour of God’s fcrvice, though a little too exorbitantly, without any reply ftepped 
up to him, and gave him a found box on the ear by way of admc'uition. This affront 
the eletVqr’s people fo greatly refented, that they immediately j^hered about him to 
defend him, and thofe that were without the.walls likewife m^ at the farag time 
an attemot to get- into the place. The count, captain-general, and great-captaiii being 
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footi informed of what had hapjpened, prefcntly interpofed to prevint the miCioner’s 
recaving any damage from the Airy of the multitude, and afterwards conduced him 
fafe to our convent. The chief intent of this Father’s extraordinary zeal, was to make 
known to fo great a company of people got together, what danger their fouls were in 
by converfing with heretics. 

For my part I judged a foeedy reconciliation with the ele£tor highly neceffary, and 
ther^re fome few days after I fent for him to our convent; he came, and after 
having courtcoufly received him, I defired him to recant fmcerely what he had faid, 
and aik Father Benedid’s pardon^ and I would abfolve him^ To u hich he anfwered 
fmiling, “ That would be pleafam indeed ; 1 am the fufferer, and yet 1 muft be guilt”, 
he was the aggreffor, and yet 1 muft beg pardon. Muft I receive a blov', a^ u not- 
withftanding be thought to have offended ?” 'I'hen I replied, “ That muft not lie taken 
for an injury, which was notfo intended ; the blow was not to offend, but defend you, 
being as it were a remembrance not to hearken to the errors of heretics. BeftJes you 
ought to confider that it was given out of paternal affedion by your fpiritual Father, 
and whom it did not milbecome to give it. Moreover you know among us the bifhops 
do it in cafes of confirmation, and the perfon that receives it takes it rather for an 
honour than affront. You ought to confefs that you deferved corredion for venting 
fo dangerous an opinion in the prefence of fo many true Catholics.” Being convinced 
by thefe reafons that he had been in the wrong, he confented to recajit his error, 
which he did after mafs at the church-door, confefling that what he had done was 
merely occafioned through paflion, and not out of any difobedience to tht; dodrine 
of the church, for which he had a fincere veneration. Afterwards begging pardon of the 
aforefaid Father, and killing his feet, he w'as again received info our communion. 
After all this he made his humble acknowledgments to the count, for having prefumed 
to incline ijis people to a rebellion within his dominions. 

To extirpate this herefy effedually cwt of the minds of the people, we took an 
occafion, after v e had given ablblution to the eledor and his followers, to preach a 
fermon tp them to this purpofe : “ I’hat whereas paradife was allowed by all to be a 
place of the greateft purity and brightnefs, fo ought to be the minds of rhofe who 
are in eledion to be admitted inhabitants thereof. Lucifer the prince of light, for 
having fuffered hiinfelf to be contaminated with pride, occafioned his being thrown 
headlong into hell, t<jgether with his adherents. Can it feem pofliblc to you that fo 
pure and peaceful a place Ihould admit of the haughty and unclean ? Some among you 
are like your own Maccacos, or monkeys amongft us, who keeping poffelfion uf any tiling 
they have itolen, wift foonev fuffer themfelves to be taken and killed tlun to ler go their 
prey. So impure fwine wallow in their filth, and care not to be cleanfod. ‘ o lomedy 
this, our Saviour inftituted the facrament of repentance, to the end that when man had 
finned, he might come and purify himfelf from his tranfgrellions.” d’hefe and many 
other fpiritual memorandums were given by us, proving at the fame nine, that God 
being all goodnefs, could not poftibly be ilie.occalioa of any evil. We,then demanded 
of them, “ If they were not convinced that this u as true by the light of their natural 
rttifon ?” They all anfwered with a common confent, “ That it was, and that they had 
been deceived by the heretical feducor, who had impofed doftrines upon them which 
were contrary to the word of God. We hope therefore that for (hu future thefe 
herefies will ,^e totally extinguifhed, fince we have taken fo much pains to decry them 
both in the pulpit and|||fewhere.” The fame night that the count had been made ac» 
quainted with his fallmg again under the fcntcnce of excommunication, for having 
defigned to furnilh the Englifli with flaves, contrary to the maipfefto publifhed by us, 
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his countefs xns Mzed with a fainting fit, occafioned either by her bsm^ with child 
orelfe through the difguft fhe had coaceivedat her hufbana’s proceedings. Being 
thus ill, fhe i^ediatel)^ difpatched her fon to me to defire me to come to her, who 
doubtmg whether I would comply or not, thought himfelf obliged to fwear, that his 
mother was at death’s door. !^ing moved by charity, I went accompanied by Father 
Stephen de Romano, who had fome fmall fkill in phyfic. By his means, and through 
God’s grace, fhe foon recovered, and was confeffed. This lady was, to give her her due, 
a very religious woman, and a»great frequenter of the bleffed facrament; and befides, 
one that upon many occ^fions, when the count her thufband and we were at variance, 
would fend us divers refrefhments of oranges and lemons, and the like. The count 
having obferved at a diftance the civility and kindnefs w^ fhewed to his wife, feemed 
to be mightily pleafed with it. Thinking to take him in this good humour, 1 went up 
to him, and defired him to excufe what I had ordered him to be made .acquainted with, 
having been thereto obliged by the duty of my fun£tion, and was for that end come 
into his country. I likewife told him, that if}he would needs follow his own inclinations, 
he muft be a pagan, and could not deferve the title of a Chriftian; and moreover 
informed him what a ftrift account 1 had to give not only to my fuperiois, but alfo to 
my own confcience, and therefore exhorted him to fubmit himfelf to the ccnfurcs of the 
churcfi. I defired him to remember likewife how I had expofed my life for his good, 
and that 1 coyld not but have a particular kindnefs for him, being my fpiritual pupil. 
This I fpoke to prevent his flying out into paflions and difdain, as he was wont to do 
upon occttfions of reproof. 

From mid Lent to Whitfuntide the count had not been within the church-doors, except 
fometimes incognito; but generally flood at a diftance, whence he might fee the prieft 
at the altar, and where he heard mafs. On Afcenfion-eve he fent to beg of me for the 
love of God to abfolve him. I would have willingly complied with his requeft, but 
was prevented by Father Benedift, who allcdgfd that it was by no means proper to take 
him again into our communion, till the Hollanders had weighed anchor, and were gone. 
On Whitfunday he font a meffenger to me again, giving me to underftand, that his fub- 
jedls not feeing him appear in the church as formerly might probably rife in a tumult; 
to prevent which he propofed to agree to all I’had required of him, provided I would 
abfolve him. My anfwer was, that he fhould appear next morning at the fecond mafs, 
drefled in mourning like a penitent, and fhould moreover bring along with him all the 
eledlors, together with the two captains, the general, and great-captain. As I had com¬ 
manded, fo it was performed. Thofe others that ought to have been prefent, and could 
not come, were excufed upon fending proxies. Being all met, I.addrefled myfolf to 
the count, and endeavoured to make h'm fenfible what damage he might do to fo many 
poor fouls as he was rnafter of, by encouraging them to have commerce with heretics. 
I remembered him alfo of the late affronts received from the Englilh, and indulged by 
him. Upon hearing this and a groat deal more, which I do not think neceffary to 
repeat here, both the count and all the reft look an oath upon, the holy Miffal, that 
they would fooner lofe their lives than fuffer any F.nglifh fhip to enter any of their ports 
again, which is obferved and performed even to this' day. The penance I impofed upon 
the count was that he by his authority fhould oblige three hundred of thofe that lived 
in unlawful wedlock to marry. He gladly accepted the propofal, and afterwards entered 
the church with great pomp and univerfal joy, and never in the leaft offended after. 

• The reconciled count not only performed what had been emoioed him, but brought 
over four hundred to the holy ftate of matrimony. Amongft tne reft there vras one 
Mani, t^o not only married himfelf, but alfo caufed two fons, and as many daughters 
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of his to do the the facoe time. My companion Father Benedict: obferving and 
wondering at the great care and diligence the count employed in reducing lb many 
ftrayed fouls to matrimony, cried out, “ As long as all is f<^iire here, 1 will go on in 
my mifton, and try what I can do with otjiers abroad, by urging thefe good exan\ples 
to theni.” As he hoped, fo it came to pafs j for in lefs than fix weeks he had caufed 
above fix hundred to marry. This was a very laborious work, and put hitn into a vio- 
knt fit of ficknefs two days journey from our houfe. As foon as I heard of his being 
ill, I fent for him home; but he would by no means comply with me, affirming, “ That 
a good foldier ougl^t to die with his fword in his hand anj.* further, “ That if he loft 
that opportunity of recovering li) many poor fouls from perdition, he knew not « ' - 
he might have the like again-oft’ered him.” His death not long after, togcth'"i^ vith my 
being fick, put a flop to lb great and fo good a work but juft begun. 

It is neceffary here to inform you, that in the dominions of Sogntj, thofc that are law¬ 
fully married live with all manner of love and amity together, and particularly the wo¬ 
men, who are conftant to their hufbands, whether Blacks or Whites. The many years 
that the Europeans have traded here, there las not been found one baftard among them, 
which are neverthelefs fo frequent to be net with in other countries. Thefe women 
have a particular averfion In heretics, as may be perceived by what follows, A Dutch 
captain walking one day in this country, and obferving a married woman taking'a pipe 
of tobacco after the cuftom of the country, lent his Have to her to defire,her to let him 
have a whiff. The good woman hearing the mefl'age, took her pipe out of her mouth, 
and hugged it in her arms, and without anfwering a word proceeded on her way. 
The Have neverthelcfs profecuted his mafter’s requeft, and followed her, repeating often 
what he had before required, till at length perceiving her obftinatc and fixed in a refufal, 
the better to incline her to refign the pipe to him, he gave her a box or. the ear, threat¬ 
ening her with worfe, if fhe perfifted in a denial. The w'oman notwithflanding bore all 
patiently, and would not confent to grasify him, whatever he could do to her. I fliould 
have told you, lor the better underflanding of this, triat it is a cuftom in this country, 
that when any one obtains a pipe out of a woman’s mouth, it is a piobable earneft of 
further favours. From hence may be learnt what a propenfity the w'omen have to 
chaftity in thefe parts, many of whom meet together on the firll day of Lent, and oblige 
theinfelves to a ftrift continence till Eafter; inlbmuch that if any one among them 
Ihould happen to deviate from the vow they had jointly engaged in, fhe would immedi¬ 
ately think herfelf guilty of a great fault, and confequently undergo voluntarily fome 
fevere penance. They are likewife moft rigid obfervers of all falls,, enjoined by the 
church, and which they Ivilbnot tranfgrefs even where necellity requires they Ihould, 
and in which cafes we are obliged to command them to do it to lave their lives. 

At length my companion Father Beneditl finding liimfelf worfe and worfe, fent a 
meffenger to me to defire me to afford him fome fuccour. ^ thereupon immediately 
difpatched four Haves belonging to the church, to bring liini m a net to the convent, 
that being the eafieft way I could propofe <0 have him brought. 'J’he better to infufe 
the performance of my commands, I threatened the Haves with tranfportation, a thing 
they are more than ordinarily afraid of, in cafe of difobcdience or treachery. They 
brought him foon after, and being arrived, he immediately entered upon a general con- 
feflion of’ his fins, even from his youth upwards to that day. Tiia malady he was 
afflided with was the gout, which, getting not long after into his ftomach, at once ended 
both his lire and his good adions, which were many. His funeral obfequies were per- 
fbrmod fuitable to his charadler, at which afiifted the count with a vaft number of peo¬ 
ple I myfelf faying mafs, though I laiiguiflied at that time under a violent fever. Fa- 
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ther Benedia war a native of our kingdom of Naples, though he fifft received :tho 
of the ordCT of St. Francis in the Roman province. He was a pubfic’]^reacfiie^,in the 
city of Rome, as likewife a confeflbr to the nuns. The death of this good man*ttiay 
well be faid to be lamented by all, fince the very birds and beafts l>ad their fliare of 
concern at it: for it was to be obferved, that whilft the corps was upon the bier, it ?^as 
attended by feveral parrots and wild hens, which hovered about waiting till it Ihoiild 
be interred. A dog likewife that had belonged to the deceafed Faj,her, miffing fife 
mailer after he was buried, would neither eat nor drink, but lay howling after an 
extraordinary manner at thp church-dOor. I gave hinf afterwards to the captain-general ■ 
to be tranfported into fome dillant illand: but this availed little, for in lefs than a 
month's time he returned, and placing himfelf at the door of the deceafed Father's 
cell, continued to howl as before, till at length, having eat nor drank nothing for many 
days, and being thereby quite familhed, he groaned out a difmal farewell to his loving 
mailer, and fo died. 

It may not be here amifs to infert a certain quarrel that happened among the Negroes 
in the fourth year of my million, and whilll the aforefaid Father was living; but wherein 
nobody was killed through the timely orders fent to prevent it. The difference w^as 
this: — The captain-general, fon to the count’s brother, being at variance with the 
count’s other nephew, fon to his filler, while they were mutpally provoking each other 
with ill language, the latter happened to thrown down the former, and falling a-top of 
him, began to belabour him lultily with his fills, which neverthelefs nobody faw. I’he 
perfon aggrieved complained of this ufage to the count, who having heard him patiently, 
at length faid to him, “ What jullice would you have me to do between you two that 
are fo nearly allied ?” The captain-general having received the like affront once before 
from the countefs’s brother, brilkly replied, “ What, would your excellency have me 
put up this affront too ? No, it is not in my power, and I would have my enemies to 
know that I am not fo much to be defpifed.” <This faid, he withdrew, and taking up 
arms together with his other three brothers, he beat an alarm to challenge the count’s 
other two neplrews to battle, who neverthelefs were not able to appear againlt him with¬ 
out the alfiflance of their uncle’s troops that were already gone all over to the captain- 
general’s fide; and this caufed them not to appear at all. 

The better to underlland the manner of challenging in this country, I mull acquaint 
you that the Negroes, when they have any private quarrels among them, do not care 
to decide the matter fmgly, but each gets as many of his friends as he can together to 
do it for him. When they are come to the appointed place, and drawn up in fight 
of their adverfaries, they begin to argue the cafe coolly; theri proceed to abufing each 
other with invedives, till at length, their blood being fired by injuriqus language, they 
fall to it helter-lkelter. Then their drums begin to beat confufedly, which are made 
of thin wood all of a piece, and in form like our great earthern jars. Thefe being 
covered with a beaft’s fkin, are founded, not with little fticks, but with the hand, and 
which make a much greater noife than our draims do. They that have the ufe of guns,., 
after the firfl onfet throw them away, having them more to fright than offend the 
enemy. They fet them againft their bread, without taking any aim, by which means ' 
the balls generally fly over their enemies’ heads, without doing them any harm ; for;' 
they perceiving the flafli in the pan, are likewife accuffomed to fquat down, and aftei; 
having fo received the firing, rife up of a hidden, and run forwards. After.they hav|, 
thus thrown away their fire-arms, they betake themfelves to their bows and aryov^v- 
When they are at a didance they fend their arrows up into the air, that by their foiling 
they may do their enemies the greater mifehief; but when they are nearer, they Mot i 
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theta in a direct line* They are tvont foinetimes to pdjfon their arrows, the wounds 
made by,,Whiclvthey recoverljy pifs. When the arrows fall, the adverfe party imme¬ 
diately gathers them up to make ufe of them again. The Ihprt arms they employ are 
great and fmall knives, axes, and the like, which they buy of the Europeans. When 
they "come to engage, the perfons that are'conquered become Haves to the conquerors, 
if they are taken; and if not, they often kill thenifelves for anger. In Congo, when 
there are no priefts there, Chriftians make flaves of Chriftians, which they often do 
upon very flight quarrels. 

But to return’from whence we have ftraycd, let us go on with our ftory. After a 
little while two eleftors, whereof one was the Mani Eng*uclla, the count’s cpufln^ 
came up to the captain-general, who together with his friends flood with their priiis in 
their hands, and endeavoured to pacify him. They found him fitting majeftically 
under an umbrella, as it were a canopy; when with a more than kingly gravity, he 
broke forth into thefe words: “ He that has a mind to fpeak with me, let him ao it 
proftrate on the ground.”. This the two eledors would by no means condefcend to 
do, fince that would be to make him no lei's .^han count. Whereupon the haughty 
general leaped up in a paflion, and difpofed himfelf to a rebellion, marching with his 
followers two days journey off from the city. His three brothers ported away imme¬ 
diately to his government, which was a country given him by the count, in ■grati¬ 
tude for having fupprefled a dangerous rebel, who called himfelf Duke ^of Bamba of 
Sogno. Hither he was foon after to follow, but was happily prevented by our inter- 
pofing; for had he gone, the confequence might have been no fmall prejudjee to the 
count. The arms and ammunition he carried along with him were feveral fmall field- 
pieces, three hundred mufquets, thirty barrels of powder, a great number of bows, 
arrows, and the like, with great quantities of provifions. The manner of our inter- 
pofing was this: — On All-Saints’ day, after the firrt mafs, the count came to me with 
concern in his countenance, and told ri]^ what a rebellion was railed againrt him. I 
anfwered, that as fcon as I olfferved the firft motions amongrt the people, I leaped 
forth of my cell, and went to enquire what w’as the matter. I was acqiiifhited that the 
Baretti (fo the family of thefe rebels was called) were got together to divert themfelves. 
To which I replied, that their exercife did not at all fecni to me to be tending that way; 
but I rather fupiwfed it to be occafioned by fome contentions among them. Having 
then the chalice in my hand to fay the fecoud mafs, and being fomewhat miftrurtful 
that this might arife from the captain-general's influence, I caufed it to be enquired 
into when he had been at church, and w^ informed that he was pvefpnt at the firrt 
mafs. Now if this had been^true, I had foon prevented all future milcarriages; but 
being impofed upon, I could not. 1 then oftered the count to do what in me lay to 
quiet the dirturbance, and promifed to go find out the captain-general for that purpofe. 
Hereupon my net was fpeedily got ready, and I let forth, but had not gone above three 
or four miles before I was Hopped by a guard of foldicis, w'iio told me J lliould go no 
ferther. This caufed me to come out ol tlje net to Uiow the reafoii, thinking when 
they faw me they would let me pals; but I found it quite otherwile. I alked their 
commander if he knew me, he anfwered, “ 1 his port was afligued me to let nobody 
P^s whatfoever, and Your Reverence never yet baptized me, nor have I confeffed to 
yoju.” Then I went to go on, but this captain fell down on his knees, and hindered 
m(|. I believed pofitively that this was an ad of humiliation and fubmiflion, it being 
thi Blacks’ cuftom always to fpeak upon their kne-s to the pnclts^ and their lords. 
But tee' how I was mirtaken, for as I ofl’ered to go Icirward, he clapped'the butt-end of 
his^;*ipyLilquet to his Ihoulder, and was about to fire at me, which I perceiving, retired, 
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and giving a iinall cruciiix to one of the foMiersy bid him to cany it to the captain- 
general, as a token that I was coming to fpeak’with him. In the mean*time I taak to 
another road, which although it was three nules about, yet by the grace of God I got 
to Chitomba before midnight. In our ytzy wtf paifed through feveral villages, whofe 
inhaWtants were all fled to the fea-lhore; therefore not finding any-body to relieve my 
poor net-men, as they expedted, they were forced to carry me patiently, without relu 
ing a minute, for fear of lofing time. Manichitombo fent me word that he would have 
me come on no forwarder, left I fliould lofe my way in a huge'wood, which I muft 
neccflarily pafs through, and which I might very weft do in the nighwime; and more¬ 
over that if I continued kt Chitorabo, he would come and wait on me there. My 
anfwer was, that if he had a mind to Ihow himfelf an obedient fpiritual fon to me, he 
fliould Continue where I was till I had known the count’s ftirther pleafure in the matter; 
and I withal requefted of him, that the letters I fliould fend for that purpofe tpight not 
be intercepted by any of his faftion; and to the end they might be able to diftinguifh 
which they were, I let him know that I would order them to be carried aloft upJh a 
pole. Whilft I was in expeftation of an anfwer from the count, Manichitombo’s bro¬ 
ther and fecretary fent me my crucifix again, and withal gave me to underftand that 
his brother would not have me by any m^ns to give myfelr the trouble to come to him, 
for t^iat he would comply with me in all I deiired and came about; and therefore 
begged of me to pray for him and his friends. Having this anfwer from the captain- 
general, I th®ought it to no purpofe to ftay any longer at Chilombo ; and therefore I 
immediately fet out for Sogno again, and arrived there about midnight. Next morning 
I ordered my interpreter to go and acquaint the count what I had done ; but though 
he feemed to comply with my commands, yet did he not neverthelefs obey them, fear¬ 
ing to fall under difgrace thereby ; for it is common among the Blacks to fufpefl: what 
the interpreters tell them, if there be not a prieft by to confirm it, and fometimes fuch 
meffengers have been taken and puniflied barely upon fuipicion. When I came to 
underftand this, I went to the count myfelf, 'and having informed him of all that had 
happened, hq,feemed in fome meafure to be pacified; however defired to be fatisfied 
in two queftions. The firft was, why I had not excommunicated the captain for having 
fo impudently fet up his ftandard againft his fovereign: and the fecond was, that he 
defired to know of me what punifliment fo great an offender deferved. As to the firft, 
I anfwered, that I could not have excommunicated him for two reafons:—firft, becaufe 
he had not rebelled againft the church; and fecondly, in that he complied with my 
demands, which I prefumed were for His Excellency’s benefit. As to the count’s fe¬ 
cond queftion, I plamly perceived that it ti^as both defigning and politic; for could he 
have procured me to declare the captain-general a rebel,* he would* have foon had him 
caught, and ftruck off his head. But T thank God, being aware of his intentions, I 

i irudently avoided them, telling His Excellency in a jefting way, that I would fend the 
ittle boy (a youth that had been brought up in our convent, and whom the count 
dearly loved) to fatisfy him in that queftion. This caufed all the ftanders-by to laugh, 
and I myfelf was not a little pleafed that 1 had avoided anfwering to fo enfnaring a 
demand, The third or fourth day after, the governor of Chioua, the count’s eldeft 
foTi, appeared with a powerful army which he liad raffed to defend his father. This 
perfon at his firft coming was indeed extremely courteous and humble; but he after¬ 
wards foon became proud and haughty. How much pains we took to reconcile thefe 
ty o d'lfagreeing parties, need not be expreffed. In a word, we happily compofed the 
, diflenfions betweerf them, and we thought tlie captain-general had agreed to appear only 
) with lu&three brothers. But wherever the mift^e was, he came at the time appoints, 

. attended 



MBROLLA’s voyage to CONGO. 265 

• 

attended by his whole anny, which having drawn up- before our church, in fight of 
that of the Mani of Chioua, he waited for the count’s coming to give him a remiffion 
of his crime. I fixed my eyes upon the ntultitude, and could not imagine what the 
event of this interview would be. I told the count’s fccond fon, that was then in our 
convent, that in my opinion it was not at all proper for his father to appear in any 
palfion at this junfture. He anfwered, that the way to meet one that came to alk par¬ 
don after this manner, was to come with bullet in mouth, and the mufqiiet ready to 
receive it. “ Mot fo fall, fir,” \quoth I, “ perhaps I may find a remedy.” Then 1 
went dhd fpoke to the captain-geneial’s fecretary, who of all fiis brothers was the wifell 
and moft prudent. I told him my fentiments concerning the hoftile appearance of P 
great a number of men, and'his anfwer was, that they Ihould be all font home'to their 
houfes, vyhich was the fame day performed. Of all this I immediately mforraed tKe 
count, and he appointed the four brothers to appear before him next morning, virithout 
any attendants. They accordingly came, and three leathern chairs being fet out before 
our church, one for the count, another for lye, and a third for the captain-general, 
the count alter his wonted humble manner, »ooL the left hand. After a little while 
the captain-general, making three low bows'to the count, humbly acknowledged his 
offence, and received pat don. When this was done, the count ftarted up, and nodd¬ 
ing his head with a fierce countenance, to Ihow he was not altogether pleafed with what 
had paffed, and turning towards me faid, “ Is there any thing more. Father, that you 
defire of me? aie you fatisfied? are you contented?” Which having fpokej he m a 
kind of paffion left us. Happy was it for thefe four that I had interpofed; for otherwife 
they would not have recovered their former pofts, as they did. Nor was it a matter of 
fmall labour to get the captain, the fecretary, and the other lieutenants reftored. Yet 
I obferved with admiration that the count laid hold of this oppoi tunity to put feveral 
Manis from their governments, who depended on the captain-general, and among the 
reft, thofe that had commands neareft ms Banza, putting into their places fuch as he 
moft confided in, .ctrenching by degrees his exorbitant power: and thus the general 
was humbled, his mafter fatisfied, and the people quieted. 

Having given an account of this rebellion of a nephew againft his uncle, I will conclude 
this firft part with that of a fon againft his father a Portuguefe, and the dreadful punilh- 
ment God inflidted upon him for his difrefpeft to his parents: a paffage no lefs dread¬ 
ful than memorable, and which may ferve for a warning to unruly perfons to be more 
refpedlful to thofe, nature and the law of God have placed over them. Some few days 
before the arrival of the Fgthers-milfioners, F. Andrew da Pavia and F. Angelo Fran- 
cifcoof Milan, at thC miflion ofSogno, as fhall appear hereafter, a run-away foldier em- 
barked at Loanda for this place aboard a Dutch flpp, in order to pafs into the kingdom 
of Loango, and thence into Europe. He, though he arrived at Sogno, fucceeded not 
in his dcfigns, as he projefted; for being often rejected by the Dutch, he was left for- 
faken upon that point of the river called El Padron, the landing-place of the aforefaid earl¬ 
dom, This place being on one fide hemmed in by the river, and on the other by the 
•waves of the vaft ocean, and the land being covered with a thick wood of Mango trees, 
he durft not ftir one ftep in that intricate labyrinth. He often defired the heathen fifhers 
reforting thither from the kingdom of Angoij, and the Sognefe Chriftian« to carry him 
into their countries; but both of them excufed themfelves, alledgiqg they could not do 
it ivithout their mailers leave. He having nothing but his fword, thought to prevail by 
force, which they perceiving, forfook the place, for fear of embroiliifg themfelves with 
the Portuguefe, and to limn him that took their filh away, and abufed them. The 
wretch being in this condition, furrounded with misfortunes, faw the two aforementioned 
you x\% M M FathAe 
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Fathers conUng from*’Angola, and conceived hopes they would relimrf and ctmdufi; him 
to their houfe, hunger oppreffing him. Coming out to meet them, and perceiving they 
did not fo much as look at him, but Went away without fpeaking a word, he cried out, 
“ Fathers, I fly to your compaflion, and defire to be received by you.” “We cannot,” 
replied they, “ banifli that charity from our hearts which is due to all men like our- 
felves; but God forbid that at our firfl. appearance among thefe new converted 
tian Blacks, we Ihould introduce with us the example of a moll enormous wicked a'Qion 
committed by a white Chnftian as you are.” Thus tfiey left him forlkken in that placew 
The cafe was thus:—^'fhis wretch had give a full loofe to all his lewd inclinations, and 
being often reprimanded by his father, he never took the leaft notice. On the con- 
tryy, to remove all obftacles that hindered his proceeding in his wicked courfes, he 
relolved to deftroy him of whom he had received his being. Accordingly he inhu¬ 
manly fired a piftol at his father, the bullet whereof hitting him on the forehead 
without any hurt, rebounded back upon the fon, and wounded him forely, who, 
as he was, took fanftuary in a church; but fearing the punifhmeiit he deferved, endea¬ 
voured to make his efcape with the Hollanders, as has been faid. The moll remark¬ 
able thing in this curfed aftion was, that the ablcft furgeons could never heal his 
wound, the flefli ever remaining, raw, as a brand on his forehead for fo barbarous an 
aftion, and an example to all others to dread committing*the like inhumanity. As I 
was going by water to the kingdom of Angoij, I law him walking with a fword in his 
hand inl^ead of a ftalF; and he called to the feamen, who were his countrymen, but 
durft not come near becaufe the governor of Angolo would have punilhed them feverely, 
had they prefumed to tranfport a run-away foklier. 

To the former I will add one palTage more, well known to all this earldom, where 
the wimefles to it are ftill living ; it was thus :—A certain Chriftian being often admo- 
nilhed by one of our miflioners to leave his wjeked courfc of life, he was fo far from it, 
that running on in his lewd courfes, he fcoffed at him. This man being one day to 
pafs a river with two companions, he was vifibly taken up by an invifible hand into the 
air. One of his companions going to take hold of him by the feet, had fuch a cuff 
given him, that he fell down in the boat, and the offender was feen no more, the two 
companions being left to proclaim what had happened all the country about. 

But fince I have fpoken of a fon that was fo ill a liver, I will conclude with other 
children bom in this black Ethiopia, to the aftonifliment of thofc that beheld and gave 
an account of them. One of thefe came.from his mother’s womb with a beard and all 
his teeth; perhaps to Ihew he was bom into the world grown old in vice. A white and 
a black child were alfo born at. one birth ; and a blacTc woman Brought forth a child 
quite white. Thus I conclude this firft part with three wonderful births. 


PART II. 

Jg^THIOPIA*, fo called either from Ethiops the fon of Vulcan, or from the Greek 
word aitho, I burn, according to Pliny’s opinion, who expreffes it thds, Nam Jblis 
vicinitate ejus regionis incola torrtniur, Ap. Didion. 7 Lingu.: and which either by 
means of its fcorching farlds, the nature of the climate, the oddnefs of the food,*'and va- 
lietfof the daily diet, produces nothing but blacknefe junong its own native inhabitants, 
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may be to'med the dark and difmal tomb of Europeana, and'the ^tal 

grave of white people. The blacknefs of thefe footy nations, feme will have to be 
caufed by the cUmale, or neamefe to the fun; but others, with more reafon, derive it 
from thdr original, family and defeent: for Sevil being in about 38 degrees of north 
latitude, produces white people. Near the river of Plate, in the fame latitude fouthward, 
mai are of a chefnut, and rufty iron colour; and near the Cape of Good Hope, 
which though more eaftward, is in the fame latitude, the natives are quite black as 
pitch. ^ And therefore with Cardan we may fay, the blacknefs does not proceed from 
the temper of the climate,’ but from the race. Xlt videanttir, Jiirpe potius quam aeris 
natura talcs evadere. Card, de Variet. lib. ii. c. iv. Which the poet confirms thu^' * 

Sanguine turn credunt in corpora fumma vocato, 

.£tniopum populos nigrunn traxifll- colorem. Otid. Mkt. lib. ii. v. 23J. 

* S. Ifidorus, quoted by the moil illuftrious and raoft learned Monfigneur Paolo Arelx 
in his Elfays, is of opinion, that the Ethiopianj are defeended from Chufh the fon of 
Ham, curfed by Noah for his unbecoming evriofity in looking upon his father’s naked-^ 
nefs. Ceriiffmum cji c'-igincm ingrediri non a regione^ ut hadenus cxijlimatum ejl ob foils 
ardoresyfed a jiirpe et/anguine Chus provenire. 

In the fecond year of my miffion, I fell fick of a violent fever in Ethiopia, infomuch 
that I found ray llrength to fail me fo faft, that I thought it but prudence *to prepare for 
my laft miffion into another world. The remedy we Europeans make ufe of here upon 
thefe occafions, is, to let almoft all our blodt out of our veins, and to repl^:nilh them 
with fuch as the food of the country produces, which being more connatural to the cli¬ 
mate, agrees beft with us. And if it pleafes God to fpare life, it is no lefs painful, or 
requires any ffiorter time to recover; for days and months pafs away in accuftoming 
the body to the unufual food, but it is the work of two or three years, with continual 
care and application, to re-eftablifh healfh. If the probability of this be queftioned, I 
appeal for confirmation of it to Father Cavazzi da Montecuccolo in his,Hiftorical De- 
feriptions before-mentioned, where he fpeaks of it in many places, viz. in his firft book, 
p. 146 , in his third, p. 330 , &c. 

If the torments this fever occafioned my body were fo grievous, much more muft 
they needs be to my foul, fince I had only the poor lay-brother Leonard to adminifter 
the facraments to me; who neverthelefs in temporals was as ferviceable as I could expeft 
or wilh, but in fpirituals could only fprinkle me now and then with holy water, and call 
fometimes for me on the names of Jefus and Mary. f 

Whilfl; I was thtis labouring under an uncertainty, whether I Ihould live or die, an 
envoy was introduced to me from the King of Caconga, who writ me word, that both 
he and his whole kingdom were difpofed to receive our holy faith, and therefore defired 
I would make what hafte I could to him to have thofe good intentions accomplilhed. 
At that time 1 was ignorant that the count of Sogno had married liis filler to this King, 
on condition that he Ihould embrace the* Chrillian communion, but which not long 
after I was acquainted with by the faid count himfelf. This good news 1 muft own was 
no finall relief to my malady, though it did not abfolutely recover me. I therefore 
'entreated His Excellency the count, that he would pleafe to lupply the want of ability 
in me, and give the envoy an anfwer which might deraonftrate my grafl*^ude, and great 
obligation^ to his mafter for his propofal. 

This King fent afterwards to our count to offer him the illand of Zariacacongo, which 
-being'neareft to his dommions might be better governed by him, and continued in# 
the Chiiftian religion when once planted there. With the meffenger that brought 
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this offer* I'<Hfpatched another to the King, to let him know ^af :for'tlffif f 

was extremely ill; and befides that there was no other miflioner throughout the couflit** 
dotnu^ns befides myfelf, but* that if God in hb, infinite mercy Ihould pleafe to fpare 
my I would take fuch care that he lliOuld be ferved in' his requeft, either by 
me or fome other. I defired HiS Majefty moreover to order the governor of the 
ifland, that whenever any of my interpreters.fhould come there, to fet up a crofs as a(p 
original fign of Chriftianity, he would permit them to do it without moleftation. T 
likewife begged of His Majefty to aflign fome plac^ in his dominions for a church 
to be built. All I had fo defired, was punftiially granted not long after by this 
good King, who teftified a more than ordinary inclination to fee me; but which my 
weaknefs, occafioned through the great lofs of blood*!*had undergone, hindered 
m#from obeying him in. One of our Fathers being come to me, fet forward im¬ 
mediately to forward fo good a work, as the converfion of a whole kingdom ; whp 
coming to Bomancoij, a city on the other fide of the river Zaire, and metropolis of 
the kingdom of Angoij, heard that th? King was dead, and a new one elefted. This 
^caufed hm immediately to return homewards, employing himfelf by the way in other 
miffions among the iflands belonging to Sogno: he thought it not amifs to touch at the 
ifland^of Zariacacongo, to pry into the difpofitions of that people ; and finding a crofs 
ereded amongft them, he took thence an occafion to alk them, “ If they defired to be 
Chriftians ?” * The governors anfwered, “ That they could not receive any ncAV law 
without leave from the prefent King; which if he would grant, they were moft ready 
to embrace' it.” There were not wanting'tome among them tliat faid fcoffingly, “ When 
we are fiek forfooth, the wood of this crofs will recover us!” This they fpoke, I fup- 
pofe, by the inftigation of the wizards, who knew well enough that the Chriftian 
religion fhould be no fooner eftabliflicd there, but they would be pcrfecuted; and 
therefore, no doubt, thought it advifeable to pppofe it. The Father having done all 
he could to pleafe them, and finding his endeavours ineffedual, left them till a more 
favourable opportunity offered itfelf. The count finding thefe illanders to oppofe the 
commands of their late King, refolved to compel them by force to perform them, and 
confequently let out agjiiuft them with an army for that purpofe; and we feeing it in¬ 
volved in troubles, ti'.ought fit to put off our going thither till another time. 

This ifland is none of the 1‘malleft, and fituate in the midft of the river Zaire. It 
abounds with all forts of prqvilions, and great numbers of inhabitants. It is plain, 
raifed eight fathom above the water, and is divided from the kingdom of Congo by a 
river', oyeo which there is a bridge. * 

About the end of the fifth year of my miffion, arrfved at our convent the two 
Milanefe Fathers formerly mentioned, viz. father Andrew da Pavia (who was appointed 
fuperior in niy Head) and Father Angelo Francifeo da Milano; together with a lay- 
bfother, one Giulio d’Orta. They brought along with them feveral refrelhments from 
Europe, whereby having greatly comforted me, 1 began to recover my ftrength, info- 
much that 1 refolved fpeedily to fet forth in my million, but knew not well whither ta 
go. If I went to Chiovachianza, I was afraid I Ihould not fuccecd there, by reafon, 
as Father Leonard told me, they had not feen the face of a prieft for many years; and 
moreover, fince they had had any among them, they had been fubdued, as I told 
you before, by' Simatamba, And if I went to the new King of Cacongo, I diftrufted 
my fecurity there, becaufe he had never invited me. At length it was the advice of 
all, rather to repair and fupport what had been already built, than to think of laying 
A-new foundation in another place, and the rather, becaufe there was no extraordmarv 
l^erftandihg between the count of Sogno and the new King of Cacongo* althouga' 
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the of his eleftors. I was nevertheless not yet n* 

folved to go for Chiovachianza, having heard what happened there to one of our orderi 
who coming thither from Sogno, and being for that reafon ill-looked upon, did little 
or no good; and befides, happening to take a fmall quantity of Talk, wherewith that 
country greatly abounds, he was taken and clapped up irto prifon, befides other ill- 
|rfage offered him j and was at length releafed, more out of covetoufnefs than either 
parity or juftice. Notwithftandmg this confideration, 1 was at laft prevailed upon to 
go: for this purpofe I refoUed td carry with me interpreters of the belt quality I could 
get; and therefore procured, though with fome difficulty, the Count don Stephano's 
Ion, a perfon extremely beloved' throughout thefe dominions, together with the feore 
tary and his brother, both nephews to the prefont count, and who have been mentioned 
by me before. Having got all things in readinefs for fo long and dangerous a joumly, 
taking up four or five days at leaft, the interpreteis thought themfelves obliged, ac¬ 
cording to the cuftom of the country, to go and afk their lord and mailer’s benedic-.>- 
tion: which he gave them with a pleafmg ci^untenance; but neverthelefs could not 
help faying, “ What, will you leave your yrinoe to hunt after Bonghi (the money 
■ of that country) r” to which they readily anfwered, that they were going in the fervice 
of God, and not in learcli after Bonghi. This did not pafs fo fecretly but it came to 
my ears, and which 1 oblerved to have had that eifedl upon the before-menAoned 
perfons, that I refolved to alter my refolutions, and inftead of Chiovachianza, to em¬ 
bark for Angoij, and thence to go to Cacongo. 

If it was not yny good fortune to go to Chiovachianza myfelf, give me leave to tell 
you who did. We had a certain native of Congo, whom we had bred up in our con¬ 
vent from a youth. This perfon being very virtuous, and of a more than ordinary 
capacity, our friars caufed him to be made a priefl for the benefit of Chriftianity, to 
the end that being naturally more proper to bear fatigue and labour than they, he 
might be lent out on a million where they could not go. Him we forthwith difpatched 
to the above-mentioned country, where in a few days he baptized above .five thoufand 
children. Having remained there for fome time, and worked like a faithful labourer 
in his Lord’s vineyard, at the requeft of our Fathers, he obtained a canonlhip' in the 
bilhopric of Loanda in the kingdom of .Angola, where he now refides, with a great 
deal of honour due to his behaviour and charafler. 

I went to wait on the count to take leave of him, telling him, that I had in fome 
meafure been hindered from making my milfion by land, and therefore I was re¬ 
folved to perform it Ipeedily by fca. His anfwer was little to the purpofe, which 
neverthelefs favoiffed more of craft than any thing elfe. He told me, that fince 
my departure was fo hidden, he could only furnilh me with a brace of goats, and 
fome puU'e. 

I embarked, and the firft port I touched at was Capinda ir? the kingdom of Angoij, 
where the Portuguefe trade all the year, as do the Dutcli. I was no fooner landed, 
but I fet about ray fpiritual employment ;* yet whatever pains I took, and however I 
inculcated the truth, I could gain over but one fingle perfon, whom 1 baptifed. I con- 
feffed feveral Chrillians that came thither about bufmefs, together with fome Flemifli 
Catholics that lived there. I continued alhore all the day to fay mafe; at which 
aflilted not only the Roman Catholics, but the Pagans, efpecially the t^omen of thefe 
laft, who A'ere fo well pleal'ed with the pifture of the Virgin Mary, that they clapped 
their hands after theii- manner of devotion, and cried out in their language, “ Eeuandi 
"Ziambiabungii magotti, benchl, benchl!” that is, “ 'I'liis is mother of God, O how 
beautiful ihe is!” Which faid, they ;aU fell on their knees and worlhipped her. This 
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aft of tendernds fo wrought upoo me, that it quickly tears-of joy into my 

eyes, to fee fo much devotion and ackiiow^edgment in fo ignorant a people. 

.An^ij is a kingdom rather in name thatt' in dominions, being but a very fmall ter¬ 
ritory. Here formerly a certain Mani happening to marry a Mulatta, daughter to a 
very, rich Portuguefe, his father-in-law would needs make him King of Angoij; and 
for that purpofe caufed him to rebel againft the King of Cacongo his lawful fovereigiu 
The manner in fliort was thus: —■ The King of Congo having fent a governor, or 
viceroy, to govern the kingdom of Loango; that ^erfon being rather ambitious to 
reign abfolutely, than rul& under another, got himfelf to be proclaimed King of all 
that country; and moreover, took in fo much more land belonging to his mafter, that 
his dominions are at prefent extremely large, and wholly independent of Congo. 
Cacongo lying in the middle between Congo and Loango, that Mani declared himfelf 
neuter, and fet himfelf up for King of Angoij, rebelling againft his lawful fovereign 
the King of Cacongo. 

The kingdom of Loango lies in fiv,e degrees and a half of fouth latitude. The 
Chriftian religion was firll planted there in the year 1663, by the labour and diligence 
of one Father Ungaro a friar of our order. This pious Father had run through divers 
countries and kingdoms, when at laft coming to Sogno, and lodging in our convent, 
a Portuguese traveller happening to come that way, was veVy rourteoufly received and 
relieved by him, infomuch that in a little while they had contraded a great friendihip 
together. After fome time the Portuguefe went his way, and coming to Loango, re¬ 
lated to that King the great integrity and honefty he had found in this Capuchin mif- 
fioner. The King giving credit to what he told him, was eafily induced to fend two of 
his younger fons to Sogno, to be iiiftrufted by this perfon in the principles of the 
Chriftian religion; which, after they had well been, and baptized, they were fent back 
to the King their father. 

Thefe princes confirming the character the ]^ortuguefe had given of Bernardino Un- 

g aro, the King had a great defire to fee fo good a man, and keep him always with 
ina; and therefore wrote forthwith to the governor of Angola to fend him to him. 
This governor having obtained leave of the then fuperior. Father John Maria da Pavia, 
difpatched him accordingly to Loango, without any manner of delay: where arriving 
foon after, and having inftrufted the King and Queen for fome few days, he proceeded 
to baptize them both, and then to marry them after the manner of our church. His 
next bufinefs was to baptize ftie King’s eldeft fon, and after him fucceflively the whole 
court, which confifted of above three hundred perfons. In« a word, within the fpace 
of a year that he lived there, he had baptized upwards of twclvJ’^thoufand people. 
At laft this zealous miffioner finding himfelf oppreffed with a grievous indifpofition, 
and believing that he fhould not live long, fent for our lay-brother Leonard; who 
coming not long after to him, the pious Father died the fante morning he arrived, well 
provided, as we may imagine, of merits for 'another world. The good King hearing 
this, and being defirous to keep up what lie had fo happily begun, fent brother Leo¬ 
nard to the afbrefaid fuperior to acquaint him with Ungaro’s death, and to defire 
him to fend him fpeedily another miflioner; but however, thefe his good intentions 
rwere afterwards difappointed by a rebellion raifed againft him by a kinfman, who being 
you beuis of hfe crown, and having been alfifted by fome apoftate Catholics, deprived 
my fecurii King of his life. This King’s extraordinary zeal for propagating of the 
all, rather nligion, appears, in that he has been often heard to fay, “ that he would, 
8 new foundatft blood in the defence of it.” 
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The Hm, lived not long after to enjoy his iU* 

goftten tbroncj €ut was fnatched away from it by a fudden death. This wicked per- 
lon being dead, another Chriftian King arofe^ who, though he did all he could, by the 
help of one Capuchin, to promote what had been begun by Father Ungaro, yet was > 
he not able to bring his intentions about, and that for want of more milRoners; where^' 
fore, this kingdom remains at prefent, as formerly, buried in idolatry. In my time 
were feveral attempts made to recover our intereft there, though to no purpofe; yet 
there is now a greater probability of fucceeding in it than ever, the prefent King having 
prohibited the heretics to traffic within his dominions, by renibn that they had fold his 
iubjecls fire-arms, which he imagined might in time prove prejudicial to him. 

I never heard there was 'any Chriltian prince that reigned in the kingdom of An- 
goij, that country having been always inhabited by a fort of people extremely given 
to forcery and magic, and who have likewife ever been profeffed enemies to the people 
of Sogno and Cacongo. Before I left thofe countries, thofe miffioners I had left be¬ 
hind me in Sogno, writ me word that the count had declared war againft Angoij; 
and having conquered that King, had takec iiTl his guns, arms, and ammunition from 
him, vowing withal never to full'er any perfon to enjoy any office or dignity in that 
kingdom, unlefs he were a Chriftian. This put me in mind of the faymg of the 
Chriftian poet Claudian, ’ * 

• 

Afperins nihil elt hnmili cum furgit in altum. EuxiOP. lib. i. v. i8i. 

And I believe the chiefeft motive of the King of Cacongo’s feeking the count’s'friendlhip, 
was to have the people of Angoij kept under, he being a kind of check upon them. 

Whilft I continued at Capinda, I obferved a fort of filhing which I never faw elfe- 
where. The fifhermen threw into the fea a large net with weights, which having long 
canes fixed to it at equal diftances from each other, by their bobbing down Ihew when 
there is any fifh taken; this net has large mclhes only to detain the great filh. It is 
made of thread of a certain root, which being beaten, becomes like unto our hemp*. 

1 faw all along thefe ffiores oyfter-ffiells lie in great numbers; and being defirom to 
find thofe with oyfters in them, although the Negroes would not direft us, we foon 
loaded our boat. We found them lying one upon another in great heaps, and 
refembling a rock: it requires no great Itrength to loofe them, but only a little 
fhaking. 

I had here an opportunity to fee the civet-cats, called \>y the natives Nzime, and by 
the Portuguefe, Gatte d'Angelia. This country abounds with them, and they are 
fold in great numbers to the Whites. They are white and black, and of about the 
bignefs and make of a large cat. The civet is taken from the male, when fliut up m 
a cage, by catching him by the tail that he may not turn; and then Ikimming the 
fweat oft' from his limbs with a kind of fpoon. There are other forts of wild cats, 
which are called by the natives Nzfusi. 

The moft civilized habit here is a piece of cotton thrown over their flioulders, and 
another girt about their loins ; which they purchafe in exchange for flaves and ivory: 
others content themfelves with a Ihort apron, only to fhew they are Gentiles. They 
wear a little horn about their necks, hanging like a jewel; and which they anoint every 
full moon.with an oil that their wizards give them, and afterwards B’nd them about 
with divers fpells. They wear their hair according to their quality: the Queen ths^t I 

* What our author tells for a wonder, is now very common, for all draw-nets have corks fixed at an 
i^ual diftance to do the fame office. 
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faw» had hers fhaved clofe on the crown, and little tufts .alj? ro?«ld; oh the fides. 
Others have it left in a circle like that of a monk, and othfers have theirs plaited down 
in poujits towards their foreheads and their, necks, infomuch that if there were the leaft 
ftraggling hairs, they would be cut away, and the reft fhaved clofe to the head. 

* l&e houfes for the moft part are of reeds, whereof fome are built round, and others 
fquare; they are generally fuch miferable huts that they are rather fit to receive inf<?£ts, 
wherewith this country abounds, than to afford a tolerable habitation for men. The 
houfe of the Mafucca, receiver of the Whites, though it was built with the fame ma¬ 
terials, yet was it neverthclefs very large and well-contrived, having feveral arched 
rooms, within each of which were two fmall brafs-cannons, which, together with two 
great ones at the gate, made in all eighteen. Thefe cannOns they had got in exchange 
for Negroes, ivory, and the like, from the Whites. The King's palace feemed to me 
not unlike the foregoing. What moved my wonder moft was, the governor of Boman- 
goij’s houfe, which at a diftance feemed to be a well-fortified citadel encompafled with 
walls, and unlike the workmanlhip of the Blacks; but as you come nearer you find 
its walls to be only compofed of large ‘ftakes (palifadoes) ftuck into the ground, five 
thick, and then raddled up to the top with others of the fame bignefs j within there 
were two large ways, which fubdivided into feveral leffer paths. The rooms are all 
hung'within with a delicate fort of mats, made of oziers of divers colours. It feemed 
to me a ridicidous thing neverthelefs, that their houfes ftiould be but of ftraw, ftakes, 
and oziers, and yet defended with brafs guns. 

The people here; for want of laws to prevent it, take as many wives as they pleafe ; 
and Ihe commands.the reft who beft pleafes her hufband, but he has always a power 
to put her away as well as the reft. The ladies of the blood-royal have a liberty to 
chufe for themfelves what man ithey pleafe, whether noble or a plebeian; but woe be 
to that than that happens to difappoint them in their expedations, for they have likc- 
wife abfolute power of life or death. Whilft'I was in this city, one of thefe ladies 
fent a young woman to be fold to the Portuguefe, ftriftly commanding her guardian 
to iJet her go at any price, but not to difpofe of her to any but Whites. Her crime it 
feems was a bare fufpicion of beiflg too familiar with the faid lady's hufband. Thofe 
women that receive ftrangers into their houfes are obliged by a barbarous cuftom to 
admit them to their embraces for a night or two, depriving their hufbands of that right 
in the mean time. Where we Capuchin miflioners come, our interpreters immediately 
give notice, that no woman may come within our doors. 

Thefe people abound fo in fuperftition, that it would fcarce be believed by any but 
thofe who faw it; and to go about to prevent it would be to little purpofe, fince the 
chief among them are fuch as encourage it. I declined feeing the King although I 
had made him prefents, and he had returned the favour, by reafon I had been told 
that he wore enchanted bracelets on his arms, and had divers other magic charms 
about his body, refolying at my return both to vifit and make him fenfible, if poffible, 
of the curfed ftate he was in without repeiftance. Whilft I was herc-I heard feveral 
proclamations made publicly by the wizards, that all thieves and robbers Ihould Ipeedily 
make reftitution, or they would have recourfe to their arts to difeover them. I faw 
likewife at a diftance an oath adminiftered, which, that' it might be done with the 
greater efficacy,* it was propofed to be taken in the prefence of their idol; this hobgob-j 
tiling refembled in fome meafure a mountebank’s merry-andrew, having'-a divef^- 
coloured veil on, and a red cap on its head, and ftanding on a little table. As 
as the Company that flood round in a ring faw me, they immediately difperfed arfd hid 
jheir idol. This they did not out of any fear of ^us, by reafon that b^g pagans we 
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had HO jufifiliiStiofl over theanif but becaufe (faid they) tihe {defence of a pried; depraves 
them of the potwef of aSmg. Before the gates,of their houfes altnoft all have one a# 
thefe idols, whereof I have feen feme five or fix foot high, others are fmaller, but both 
are generally clouterly carved; they place them likewife in the fields where they are 
never worlhipped but on account of finding out fome theft, for which the thief when 
difeovered mud die. They that keep idols in their houfes, every fird day of the rfloon 
are obliged to anoint them with a fort of red wood powdered, as was faid above. At 
the appearance of every new mc^n, thefe people fell on their knees, or elfe cry out, 
danding and clapping their hands, So may I renew my life^as thou art renewed.” If 
it happen that the air is cloudy at that time, then they do nothing, alledging that that 
planet has lod his virtue. I’his fort of devotion is obferved modly by women. *Vc j. 
was travelling over hills and valleys to tranfport myfelf to Congo, I chanced’to light 
upon a place where they were invoking of evil fpirits; the place was a poor, wretched, 
defpicable hut built on a fmall rifing ground ; on one fide hung two coarfe nady aprons 
which dunk fo that they were enough to drike any one down that came near them. 
In the middle of this hut was a wall raifed abo«t two foot with mud and dirt, behind 
which dood the wizard to pronounce his fehacious oracles on account of the prince of 
darknefs. He had on his head a tuft of feathers varioufly woven, and in his hand 
two long knives without fhqaths. Having a mind to enter this temple of the devil's, 
I perceived a very large fire before me, but neverthelefs found fo insupportable a 
dench that all my fenfes were in a manner taken from me. I refolved notwithdanding 
to proceed, arming myfelf frequently with the fign of the crofs, and recommending 
my protedion to the Almighty. Whild I was endeavouring to go forward, for you 
mud imagine the dink was no fmall obdaclc, I heard a great number of the poor 
deluded pagans come murmuring and muttering behind me, exclaiming againd my 
rude attempt to enter their helliih tabernacle. This prevented my going any further, 
fearing I might otherwife provoke their blind rage to do me a mifehief. But to return 
to my fubje^. 

'When I had continued fome time at Capinda, the Mafucca told me he had orders 
from the King of Congo, that whenever any Capuchin friars appeared in thofe parts, 
he fhould fend them to him. I anfwered, that coming from Sogno I knew not if I 
Ihould be well received or not. The Mafucca replied, “ 1 will write to know His 
Majedy’s pleafure, and I advife Your Reverence to write likewife.” I afked him how 
mjny days journey the King was off from thence ; he anfwered me, “ three by “Water, 
and four by land.” “ If it be fo,” added I, “ I will write.” Then I confidered with 
myfelf, that if I»»jid go I loight lole opportunity of the return of tny boat from 
Loango to tranfport me further, according to my intentions, and therefore I refolved 
not to go. To this purpofe I writ to His Majedy, humbly fuppofing, that he was 
indifferent whether I came to him or not; and therefore having fet out from Sogno 
with no other defign but to go to the kingdom of Cacongo, I was preparing fpe^ily 
to go thither. Coming to an anchor not long after in a port of that kingdom, I dil* 
patched a letter to the King, acquainting him th^ I was the perfon that had received 
fo many favours from his predeceffor, having been fent for by him to Sogno to preach 
the gofpel, and that then being greatly indifpofed I could not poffibly wait upon him 
according to his commands. This letter was contrived by me to be papfentted him by 
two perlbng, the one a White, namely, one Ferdinando Gomez, a Fortuguefe, whom 
I did not care to trull wholly, by reafon I knew him to be covetous, tmd therefore feht 
another with him who was a Black, and a relation to the faid King. To him I con- 
figned a prefent to His Majedy, which was a crydal crown, and another of blue gJafe 
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for the Queen,. This preient was fo well «pceived'l>y;tfae King) that as a, tohen lof.his 
pleafed, betook it and put it on his head, whicV»ot«iB Iit% .furprized the 
er8.by, they having a law amongft them that prohibits their King wearing any 
thing that comes from the Whites, vi^h law they call Chegilla; His Majefty never- 
thel^s difpenfed with this law, telling the people that this crown had been fent him by 
his tapuchin Father, and that therefore he highly prized it, and commanded his 
Queen to do the like by hers; he then ordered my meffengers to be treated with all the 
mvih'ty imaginable, and after eight days flay dil'milfed jthem with a letter to me, wherein 
he thanked me heartily for my kind intentions towards him, and proffered me, that 
if I would come and fee him I fliould be very honourably received, advifmg me to 
bring fome rich Portuguefe merchant along with me to be niy conduftor, with fome 
confiderabl'e merchandizes to pleafe the people. This anfwer of his was to the pur- 
pofe, and had three ferviceable confequences, firft to himfelf, fecondly to me, and 
thirdly^ to the Portuguefe. 

As to the firft, it was commonly reported among the miffioners, and remained freflj 
in the memories of thg Negroes, that fome years fince a certain King of this kingdom 
having been baptized by a religious perfon, and afterwards caufing a proclamation to 
be made, that within fuch a time all wizards fhould depart his dominions, or fufier 
death ifor their negleft; thefe wicked wretches incited his fijibjefts to a rebellion againft 
him, which ^ length ^creafed to that degree, that they ran like madmen to the pa¬ 
lace with weapons in their hands to alTault their prince. The prudent King having 
timely notice of their motions, retired in great hafte to a fon’s of his, who was at that 
time governor of an adjoining territory, thinking he could be no where fo fafe as under 
his protedtion, who was indebted to him for his being. The fon feeing his father hotly 
purlued by his mutinous fubjedts, I know not whether through fear of death, or out 
of policy, foon difcovered, and delivered him up to their mercy. What could the 
afilidled father do upon this occafioii, but ha\je recourfe to the holy crucifix which he 
always wore about him, and which had been given him at the font by the prieft that 
baptized him,' killing it over and over, and crying out, “ If I mufl die through thi' 
treachery of a fon, ought I not to do the fame on account of my Saviour, who was 
betrayed and died for me ? yes, if 1 had a thoufand lives I would lay them down ail 
for his fake.” This laid, hugging the crucifix clofe in his arms and killing it, he 
yielded down his head to the fetal fteel, which at one ftroke deprived him both of 
head and life. His perfidious fon did not remain long unpuiiifh^d, for foon after, 
being firft deprived of his government, he died miferably. The fame happened to that 
wicked kinfman, and infamous confpirer againft the King of'LoangOjjwho in like man¬ 
ner by a commendable death refigned his breath on account of his endeavours to pro¬ 
pagate the Chriftian faith within his dominions. ' « 

The caufe of my going to Cacongo, was principally the fpiritual comfort of thofe 
poor fouls, and the performance of my duty, but I had Ukewife a defire to fee the body 
of the former of the two before-mentioned JCings, which was not much reverenced by 
the faid people, but highly refpefle^ by me, and which was not difficult for me to find 
it, having been the cuftom there, as with us, to bury their Kings by themfelveSf 
That ftrange accident having left fo indelible an impreffion on the mind of the prefent 
King, he had good reafon to defire a trade with the Portuguefe in expe£Iation of their 
afliftance both fpiritual and temporal, which he alfo expedled from his good^ friend and 
ally the count of Sogno. ‘ ^, 

confirm as much as in me lay the good intentions of this King, I had fij^ed 
to faim among other things, that to lay the fiirer foundation of the Chriftian reiipon in 

his 



M»ttO&]LA*S VOYAGE TO CONGO. 


75 

hit c^uAtm ! defne' dMi Curator of hhn« that' dither iH, or at lead the cMdF of 
the magictan8Vaiad^iiviEar<^ this kingdom would meet me to defend their opimons,' 
andoppofe mine; and if they declined comin^on account of ignorance, I c^fired I 
might exercife my facerdotal power on th«r cfetrms, and difprove and annul all their 
devices, and thereby (hew that the performances of Chrill's minifters are always above 
thole of the devil’s. 

The fecond confequence to me and all true Catholics was, that by the introducing 
of Chriftianity into that kingdom > the heretics that traded there would be difcoun- 
tenanced and confuted, and not fuflfered for the future to giake the port of Capinda 
their way to the kingdom 6f Loango. 

The tnlrd good confequence was to the Portuguefe, to whom wc have been fo much 
obliged not only in trade, but likewife in matters of religion. 

Ferdinand Gomez preffed me extremely to give the King of Cacongo an anfwer, 
and therein to fignify to him that if His Majefty pleafed he would wait upon hin^jas a 
merchant, and had prepared great variety of merchandize for that purpofe. My 
anfwer was, that if the King fpent fome days in*confidering on his anfwer, I had rea- 
fon to ftudy mine many more. His defign, it feems, was to vend his commodities 
aboard, and then fail away without leaving any thing alhore. This the Negroes never- 
thelefs difeovered, and theraupon told him, that if he had a mind to trade for Haves 
in their country, he muft firft land all his merchandize. Thi| honeft man hoped to 
have, had his rogueries authorized by me, though he knew it to be my bufinefs to 
preach nothing but truth and fincerity. I thought it proper to go and fpeak>with the 
King, who reiided about eight miles oflF, to the end he might not think either himfelf 
or his fubjedls impofed upon by me or my acquaintance. Gomez would needs accom¬ 
pany me; we found the journey extremely troublefome, efpecially I who had been 
fick. From the fea we had a very deep afeent to make, which obliged me to come out 
of my net, and to walk afoot, but at length through extreme weaknefs I fainted; 
whereupon I was lifted again into the net, and with much ado dragged up the hill. 
This fainting was occafioned by my indifpofition, which never left me, and By the (lender 
pfovi/ions we had in the (hip, which confided of nothing but horfe-beans, Indian-wheat, 
and flower made of the root of an herb; and yet this man told me before our Fathers 
of Sogno, that his bark was well-provided, efpecially with fweet-meats, though indeed 
I found nothing but big words, and had like to have paid for it with my life. 

When we came to the Mafucca’s houfe, who was the King’s relation, and lived 
about a mile from court, I called him afide, and told him what Gomez had defigned; 
he feemed very aqgry, but‘ways neverthelefs foon appeafed by my intermediation. 1 
afterwards afked him ferioully, if I fhould go to the Banza where the King reiided, 
wHfether he thought His Majefty would be baptized or not. To which he, though a 
pagan, civilly anfwered, that he was certain he would, according to his promife, 
provided that trade were fettled Nvithin his dominions with the Whites purfuant to 
their contrafl; but if that were neglected,‘the performance of his promife would be ■ 
accordingly procraftinated. “ Away then,” replied, I} “ go tell your matter, that by • 
the help of God I would tranfport myfelf to Loanda in the kingdom of Angola, on 
purpofe to fettle that matter with the Portuguefe governor; and afterwards, if not pffe-- 
vented, I will return hither myfelf, but if I cannot, my Father fuperkjr (kail come and 
bajitize youj King.” Then turning to Ferdinand Gomez, who flood by me all the 
while, I fpoke to him thus in the prefence of the Mafucca, “ You fee I have ended my 
bnfinef^ go you and make an end of yours, and do not end<».TOur to put tricks upon 
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thefe poor peetple.’* Hereop^ he contented himfelf Hath fix fluies w <exci^k^gle Jbr his 
goo^^ and'io prepared for his deparPire. /' 

1 neverthelefs remained in the Mafucca*s houfe, and towards night an ambaJador, 
with five others, came to me from the Kin^ of Congo. Before thdr coming I had' 
two meffengers from the Mafucca of Angoi|, to fignify their mafter’s concern for my 
' departure from Capinda without his knowledge. I acquainted them that the reafon of 
my fo doing was, becaufe I had no houfe near the fea to refide in, his being above^a 
day’s journey off. I afterwards opened the 'King of Congo’s letter^ wherein he en¬ 
treated me for God’s fak§ to come and comforfc^iim, many years having paffed fmce 
he had any Capuchin within his dominions; and^ his mother Donna Potentiana was 
defirous to fee me, having feveral thii^s to communicate to me for the benefit of 
Chriftianity. Together with the embafly the King fent a prefent of two flaves, one 
far me, and the other for the Mafucca, |or fervices done him. Mine I refufed, and 
yet jumper faw him ; but afterwards confidering that if I did not accept of him, the 
MaiCrcca would have both to fell to the heretics, I gave him to Ferdinand Gomez, for 
having given me a flalk of wine for the facrament, and fome other fmall things. Then 
I took leave of the Mafucca of Cacongo, thanking him for his civiliti^, and bidding 
him to acquaint the King his mafter that I was gone to Loanda to accompliih what 
His Majefty had commanded. I defired the captain of tfie ihip or fmack, that if he 
did not meeUwith me^^t Capinda, he Ihould do his beft to come to the port of Sogni, 
which he did faithfully, being a Venetian, and my countryman, notwithftanding both 
the wind* and tide were againft him. For the civilities I had received from the Ma¬ 
fucca, I prefented him with feveral fmall things, in all to the value of about a flave; 
this I did that he might be the more willing to fumifh me with provifions for my voy¬ 
age. I pun£lually obfarved his orders in fatisfying the people that were to carry me 
over the river, which obliged him fo much, that he procured me feveral companions 
befides the Congolans, which made us in all thirteen. 

On the 7th of March 1688, without any farther delay, we fet forth towards Congo, 
and having gone about two days’ journey by land, arrived at tha»Banza of Bomangoij, 
where, by a correfpondent of the Mafucca, a well-bred man, I was very courteoufly 
received and welcomed, as I was by the governor, who received me with fincerity, 
and procured a boat to carry me farther up the river. This voyage was extremely 
irkfome to me through the excellive heat, the fun being then, in Leo, which is the 
time of the rains; and I believe I could never have endured it, had I not been parti¬ 
cularly allifted by Almighty God. A-nights I was obliged to lie alhore on the wet 
ground, continually tormented with a multitude of gnajts called M^igos, which rather 
deferved the name of horfe-leeches, for they would never quit their holds till they 
dropped off and burft, and fo rather chofe to lofe their lives than baulk their appe&s. 
Or elfe I lay expofed to the air in the canoe, which was a much greater plague. 
All this was nothing to what follows. The Mafudta’s fervant having received his 
money beforehand, would not allow me enough to fubfift for four days, having agreed 
with the reft of the Blacks, who took their turns, to go by land and divert themfelves, 
meeting the boat at the turn of the river, till we came to B^a. As for my interpreter, 
they gave him now and then a little, but I was fain to owe all my fupport to a little 
wine I had by. me. The Conghefes fent to me by the King, bid me to have patience, 
for it would not be long before I was in their mafter’s dominions, and |hen I might 
have an opportunity to revenge myfelf on thofe wicked infidels. 

The ifland of Boma is well fituated, pretty large, extremely populous, ahd jiXMuuia 
wMi all manner of fuftenance proper for the climate. It is tributary to the King of 
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Coofo* 3Md baB &wml fmall «S|iiid$ about it b^ugiag to the count of Sogno. The 
inhabits d^^tnot u£b areuincifton like fome pagans^ thdr neighbourB, whofe wlziards 
drcumcife iJiem on the eighth day, not out of any regard to the Molaical law, Butibr 
ibme wicked ends and purpofes dP their own. When Our miilioners came'to exerdfe 
their funftion in the illands of Sogno, thefe people carry their children to, them to bap¬ 
tise. In this they do well, but as to other matters they obferve little or no religion, 
and that I believe chiedy for want of priefts to inllrud them. As foon as they per¬ 
ceived my arrival, the mothers^ ran l&e mad women with their children in their arms 
to get them baptized. This the Mani would not neverthelefs permit me to perform, 
till he had known his lord and mailer’s pleafure therein. * As we rowed up the canal, 
the iq};d of the illand fent to fpeak with me, being ready to receive me not far qT, ’>ac 
firft let me know that I mull not pretend to touch him, for that he was a true gentile; 
his arms were all covered with great numbers of enchanted iron and brafs hoops, and 
he fuperftitioufly avoided my touting hirrif for fear they Ihould lofe their virtu|||L WTien 
I came to him, I found him fitting in a fort of leathern cnair under an umbrelOHpe had 
a fort of linen apron about his middle, and, the red of bis body was wrapped about 
in a kind of fcarlet cloak, which having 1> -fl. noth its colour and nap plainly Ihewed its 
antiquity. I alfo fat myfelf dqwn in a little leathern chair, which I carried always 
about with me to hear cqnfellions. After a little difcourfe I prefented him with fome- 
thing after the cudom of his country j for if fomething of this kind be not done to the 
prince, a miffion will not be very like to fucceed. AftefWards thft prince having 
afligned me a houfe near to his, I began to baptize the children. 

The prince gave me to underdand, that he had a mind I Ihould baptize a ihe-dave 
of his, which I told him I could not do till I had catechized her; and moreover, that 
after baptifm there were feveral things to be done by her, among which one was, that 
fhe mud be forthwith married according to our law, which we enjoined on all the con¬ 
verted pagans in other parts. I was qnfwered by one of the danders-by, that this wo¬ 
man was not only a flave, but likewife midrefs to their lord, and therefore I ought 
not to infid on the fame from her as another. I told him her being a midrefs was fo 
much the worfe, and bid him acquaint his lord, that 1 could by no means comply with 
his defires: the prince feemed very much difpleafed at my refufal to baptife his flav^ 
but I neverthelefs perfided in my refolutions. 

1 baptized many at that time, and thereby not only reaped a fpiritual benefit, but 
likewife a temporal one ; for almod every one brought me fomething or other as a pre- 
fent. Being fcarcely able to dand on my feet, I turned about to the Mafucca’s fervant, 
and faid to him, “ See Vhat difference there is between your religion and ours; for, 
where yours allows you to be ungrateful, ours enjoins us to give even to thofe that have 
* ufed us ill: take, therefore, you, all thefe prefents, and leave me only fufficient to 
fupport me to-night.” According as I had bid him, fo he did; what was left for me 
being only a pot-full of pullet-broth, and a few peafe. Here the cudom is to have the 
kitchen without doors for fear of firing ihe houfe, which is but of draw. My inter¬ 
preter only remain«l with me, the red of my companions being gone, fome one way, 
and fome another. As foon as we had pr^ared my fupper with an addition of two 
eggs, I fell to it heartily: my broth 1 fiqjped up, and taded my peafe, but I had not 
fo done half an hour before I felt thofe pains that people are wont to do with the twid- 
ing of {he guts: I thereupon fighted a candle, and threw myfelf the bed, which 
feemed much farther from me by reafon of my torments than it rrally was. What I 
fulBQsred is only poflible for them to exprefs that have experienotd the torture. Provi¬ 
dence, which feldom fails the wretcl^ in extremity, at lalt direfled me to a little 
4 balket 
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balket I had by my bed-fide,, tvher^ I hadf’ptsrferved^fome ititidotel, for I jiow. b^^ 
to think I \j^i*)pibifoned: amongO; the reft (here was an elkV hoof, whIcK I toOk and 
applied, but it did me no good, finding myfelf rather worfe than before; for my teeth 
began to 'be fet, and my fight to be loft j thffen I had recourl'e to a fort of little lemon, 
which I tsrould willingly have put into my mouth at once, but could not by reafon of the 
,too ftrait palTage: at laft I found I muft break it, which I did j^the firft drop that came into 
my mouth gave me fome eafe; but when I had got the reft of the juice into my ftomach, 
I began immediately to grow drowfy, infomuch that I quickly fell aflcep with the lemon 
in my mouth, and hand upon my cheek. How long 1 continued in that condition I 
cannot tell. My companions coming, and perceiving me to lie in that pofture, thought 
verily I had been dead, but at length, through the only i^terceffion of the Vit^, I 
came to myfelf. Then turning about to the Congolans, I cried, “ God forgive ye,” 
and was going to fay more, but found raV tongue unable to exprefs any thing but 
brokea||toes. The occafion of my breaking forth into that exprdfion, was on account 
of thalpronlng of fix of my order near Baniba, as they were travelling through Congo, 
being the common road from the kingdom of Angola. This way I refolved to avoid, 
for rear the like fate might have happened to me. As for my diftemper, it began to 
work off by vomits, which continued upon me for eight days and nights together j in 
four of jvhich, I had little or no reft, and', befides, brought 4p whatever I eat. Being 
tolerably recovered, fome ftiort time after I was impatient to be gone: for that purpofe, 

I fent to know ff my people were in readinefs, but had for anfwer, that the cheft wherein 
the altar an(} its furniture were kept, was left on the ftiore and the canoe gone. It 
feems the lord of that country had fent the night before to the watermen, that if they 
offered to carry me oft' they (hould lofe their heads. I hereupon fent civilly to that 
prince to fuffer me to procure another boat: his anfwer was, that if 1 wanted a boat, he 
alfo’wanted a cloak, my prefent which I formerly made him not having been fufficient. 

I happened to have two pieces of cotton-cloth by,me, which it feems he had bc'en in¬ 
formed of; they were woven in divers colours, and came from Guinea, being a prefent 
to me from Father Francifca da Montelione: one of thefe I immediately fent to this 
prince to obtain his favour, which I heard he would not neverthelefs afford me, unicfs 
I fent the other alfo: this I was unwilling to do, alleging I kept it for the fervice of 
God, to which he replied, that the boat was kept for God’s fervice likewife, and, 
therefore, I fliould not have it. Finding myfelf thus indifpenfably obliged to let him 
have it, I fent it him, and, three days after, he returned me a boat and men. 

Before I continue my voyage on the river, ^ive me leave to acquaint you with fome 
other paffages of this nature which happened m this ifland,,an(i were Jgjd me by Fa¬ 
ther Thomas da'Seftola our fuperior, which may ferve to confirm what has been related 
before. A certain miffioner coming to this ifland, the Mani or lord feized upon fome 
of the goods belonging to his miflion; the friar, hereupon, acquainted the count of 
•Sogno from whence he came therewith, who immediately fent orders to have the things 
reffored again to the Capuchin, or he would psoclaim war againft the Mani; this had 
fo good an effeft, that the goods were forthwith reftored, and me miffioner highly treated 
and prefented. Neverthelefs, to prevent any mifunderftanding between thefe two princes, 
the before-mentioned black prieft, called Don Francifco, was fent hither, who bebg of 
the fame colour an^ country with thefe iflanders, made a good beginning in his holy 
function. Whilft he was one day celebrating mafs, the Mani, who was mucji more 
devoted to riches than religion, inftead of affifting at thofe divine myfteries, did liothi^ 
but gl»e upon the psieft’s Chafuble and filver patten} of one he had a fancy to ma]|B, a '? 
coat,^|lid of the odier a breaft-plate. As foon as mafs was ended, heveryboWly 
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vriked for them: ,thc orud^t priaft hereupon anfweced him, that he would very wil¬ 
lingly l6t h^,i»Te mem,, the (J^puchins abounding in^thofe things, provided he would 
let mm have them to officiate with during his ftay there, but he ftole away that very 
night. Whether it was the Mani himfelf, or^any other, that defigned me haim, I am 
not able to determine; but I am certain, that if I had known the foregoing ftory, I had 
walked more warily, and given nobody an opportunity to make me undergo fo great a 
danger as I did. 

It may not be here amifs to take notice of two things more relating to the foregoing: 
firft, as to the fraall fort of- lemon which I made ufe of as an antidote, it is to be noted, 
that the poifon of thefe parts, which lies chiefly in certain herbs, is not to be expelled 
any other way than by the juice of this fruit, and this is a fecret known to very fc"’. 
As to fhe poifon in wood, 01’ the like, nought can prevail againft it, but the bark oi the 
tree called Mignamigna, as has been hinted at before in the defeription of the plants 
and trees of thefe countries. 

Over and above the fix Capuchin miffionaries that were poifoned at the tim|Pf my 
being in Congo, I muft add the like fad fate which had happened to Father Jofeph Maria 
da Sefl-ri, a Genoefe, who, in his way to S >gno, where I then refided, being accom¬ 
panied with about thirty-five perfons fent with him by the count, he went afide to a 
Conghefe city called Incuflfo: at the time of his departure, he told me that fix had 
been poifoned before him, ’and he lliould be the feventh. Staying at Incuffo about a 
year, he took what care he could to get into his hands all the implcmem% that had be¬ 
longed to the deceafed miflioners, and which he was commanded to do by the then I’a- 
ther fuperior. Whilft he was doing this, he was eafneftly requefted by ‘the Vicar- 
general Don Michael de Caftro, a Mulatto, to come to him, profeffing himfelf defirous 
to fulfil the Eafler-duty of receiving the facrament and confefling, being then an old man, 
and wanting one to affift him in adminiftering the facraments. The pious Father went 
innocently to wait on him according to his requeft, carrying along with him what things 
he had recovered, propofing to fend thSm to the fuperior: about four o’clock he got 
fafe to the vicar-general’s houfe, but, before night, he was taken with fainting fits, and 
died not without a reafonable fufpicion of being poifoned. He was no fooner dead, 
but the vicar-general caufed all the people to depart the room where he lay, and then 
proceeding to rip up his bundles, took thence, as we are credibly informed, four filver 
chalices, two cenfers, with their boats, and two pixs, all of the fame metal, with feveral 
other things, part of which he pretended were given him by the dying miffioner, and 
the reft he promifed he would fend to our fuperior at Loanda, but md not. 

I report this from the people that were with Father Seftri, when he died, and who 
told me moreo^, that he tbok a great qhantity of treacle without any relief. This 
adion of the vicar-general hindered his fon from being admitted into facred orders when 
he folicited for it. As foon as the old vicar was dead, the chapter of Loanda thundered 
out one excommunication againft the fon, then deacon, and the new bifhop another, to 
the end that he might thereby be obliged to reftore what his father had fo unjuftly got; 
all which ferved to little or no purpofe. The old vicar had fix thoufand Haves at Us 
command, befides fubieds, with which he defigned to have forced his fon’s promotion 
to the priefthood, to the end that he might crown him King of Congo, without con- 
fidering whether he could get Itimfelf to be eleded, and at that time he was decrepit. 
But I muft return to give an account of the further progrefs of my jofP*ney. 

Tlie fi^ day after I was got over the river, I had a very fteep mountain to go up; 
which bemg impoflible to do in my net, I was fain to perform it on foot, being fupported 
all th« way by two men, by reafon of ray weaknefs. We came at length to a village, 

. where 



muholla’s vovaoe 10 coma. 


a8o 

where I d)£erved4:okworts planted like oun^i Ehrc^e, brought thither it mav be by 
feme mifflooeraJ There are 6 ( them in the kingdom of Angola but they produce no 
feed, and are multiplied by planting the fprouts, growing to a great height. This village 
was called ISungd, where 1 baptifed fifteen children. 

Th|p morning of my departure hence, thiefe that had the care of me being gone back 
again, as it is the cuftom in thefe countries to do, being afligned frefh condudors by 
*the Mani of the place, they would not ftir a foot forwards till they were paid, though 
it be our privilege to travel always at the charge of the town where we came laft. In 
anfwer to their demands I told them, that I was going‘to wait on their* King upon this 
account, and therefore if he-would have me to come, he mull bear my charges. They 
replied, in great fury, “We will be paid,” clapping their hands, and llamping with 
thdu* feet ns if they had been mad. This a&ion I confefs made me fmile, whereupon 1 
told them, that if they would repeat the fame three times over they Ihould be paid. 
This made them to laugh too, when Ihrugging up their fhoulc^rs, and performing what 
I requieud, they Hooped and took me up. It feems this ridiculous adion of theirs was 
to have frighted me into a compliance^ but however they were difappointed in the 
manner of procuring it, though they fucceeded in what they expeded. 

In my fecond day’s journey I was carried to the city of Norchie, where I baptifed 
one hundred and twenty-fix perfons. This place is the bell fituated of any I had 
hithertd feen in Ethiopia. Here the King’s fon met me, beihg come for that purpofe, 
and I Hmd a day and a half to baptife the people. 

Here, as I underftood, had never yet been any prieft, and that becaufe this town was 
fomewhat dut of the road, the pteple having been ufed to carry their children about fix 
days journey off, to a place where the miflioners commonly refided. The crowd that 
gathered here about me was very great, and the court of the houfe where I was but 
very little, fo that I determined for my greater eafe, to perform my office in the market. 
This the Mani obferving, told me, that if I pleafed I might go to the church, which 
was not far off. I was glad to hear there was dlie, dnd therefore immediately went to 
it When I capie near it, I perceived it was a pretty large one, and had a great wooden 
crofs Handing before it, which I was glad to fee. Fixing my eyes upon the door of the 
church, I found it was quite different from what others had; whereupon calling to the 
Mani with a great deal of concern, I defired him to caufe it to be opened. But he, 
inllead of gratifying me in my requeft, immediately fled, together with all the reft of 
the company, which were very numerous. Being thus left to my refentments, I clapped 
my foot againft the door, and broke it open, when I faw what I could never have be¬ 
lieved, had it been barely related to me; inftead of an altar chere was a great heap of 
fand, wherein was ftuck a ftraight horn about five fpans ItJng, and on'^e fide another 
of a leffer fize. On one part of the wall hung two coarfe Ihirts, fuch as 1 had before 
feen in the kingdom of Angoij. Being aftonifhed at this fight, my hair flood an end, 
my tongue cleaved to the roof of my mouth, and I began to cry out aloud, enhancing 
the offence as much as pellible, “ Are thefe the effe£bs of the inftrudions ye have 
learned from our miflioners ? Is this the fruit of fo much toil and anguilh as has been 
undergone in your converfion ?” with feveral more expreflions of the like nature. I 
deferred adminiftering the facraraent of baptifm for fome time, giving for reafon, that it 
was by no means proper to baptife the children of thofe parents that had reje^ed the 
worfhip of the trt»e Gfod, for that of an abominable idol, fuch as thdr execrable Caria- 
bemba was, for fo they called their devil. 1 afterwards told them that I would not ftir 
a foot from their town till they had utterly thrown down and deftroyed that temfd^of 
idolatry. * « 

Retiring 
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Retiring to %felfGod, and to ’pray for ^ illumination of ]ii» Sf^t, 

i faid to myletf*^ if f “ow dap fire -to this building, aftid "bufn it down, 
damage may it not do to the inhabitants, \ifrhofe houfes are all.adbi'ning, and tpotecivia- 
built with reeds ?” I concluded therefore tp execute my purpofe more mildly at my 
return, after I had been fecure of the King’s favour; for mould I now'have done fit, I' 
might have incurred the fame damage or danger as others have done. Amongft the 
reft, Father Bernard da Savona, a few days before he came to Sogno, was left with his 
baggage, by his condudors, in a large foreft, where, for fear of being torn to pieces by 
wild beafts, he was forced to leave his bundles, and wander ajone in great hafte j till at 
lafl coming near tlie fea, he was d'dcovcred by filhermen, who giving us at the convent 
notice of it, we fent fpeedily put for him, and had him conduced fafe to us. HejsVio 
travelling, on account of his niilTion, to Emcall'u in Congo. 

The like misfortune befel Father John Baptift da Malta, as he travelled through 
Bamba; who perceiving himfelf forfaken by the perfons that were to attend hit^^had 
recourfe to the Father ef miracles, the glorious St. Anthony of Padua, for affilrance. 
When he had watched in a tree almoft a whole r.ight for fear of becoming a prey to the 
wild beafts, he heard himfelf all of a fuddui culled by his name.. The poor Father 
thinking fotne of his companions had called him, begged for the love of God to be 
conduced to fome road. little while after two gentlemen coming by that way# with 
fervants, and obferving the Father alone, and fo much mifufed, took hiiji upon their 
own backs, and carried him to the city of Bamba, not fuffering any of their fervants to 
take turns with them, for fear of being deprived of-the entire benefit of fo chaaitable an 
action. The poor Father coining to the vicar of Bamba’s houfe, and being kindly en¬ 
tertained by him, after fome time enquired after his companions; and meeting with them 
not long after, he demanded of them how they could be fo cruel as to leave him alone 
in fuch a foreft. Alfo, why they did not come to aflift him when he called to them, 
and they heard him. Their anfwer^was,,that as for hearing him they took care not to 
do that from their firft leaving him, flying from him as faft as they could, and had not 
been near him fiace till then. By their anfwer the Maltefe eafily perceivM that it was 
the faint to whom he had recourfe, that had both called and delivered him. This 


was told me by the faid Father himfelf in our convent at Loauda, in the kingdom of 
Angola. 

1 was likewife afraid fuch an accident might have befallen me, as happened to one of 
our order, Father Philip da Salefia, a miffioner into the kingdom of Congo. The ftory 
is this:—After the death of the pious Don Alvaro King of Congo, a new King was 
chofen, who wa^o lefs zeJiIous and devout than his predecefibr. This prince putting 
out a proclamation to have all 'the wizards that Ihould be found within his dominions 
burnt, thdfe wicked wretches'gathering together in the dukedom of Sundi, ftill perfifted 
to exercife their damnable callings in their huts, notwhhftanding the prohibition. To 
prevent this, the duke’s forces marched thither in great hafte, carrying along with them 
the aforefaid Father. Being arrived at the place, they began to fet fire to the huts: as 
foon as the wizards perceived the flames about their ears, they came out in great fury; 
whereat the duke’s people immediately fled, leaving the poor Father to fhift for hiirifelf. 
The wizards perceiving him alone, foon feized, and murdered, and deyoured him, both 
to farisfy their revenge and appetite. The truth of this was attefted ani^jold us by the 
perfons that fled, who faid, they had obferved it by the light of the blaze of the houfiss. 
We w$re th'en at our convent in the city of St. Salvador. 

‘mjoimg prince of Congo, who was about eighteen years old, perceiving l ihewed 
hiiti &tle refped, efpecially after what I had difeovered in the church, having 4 '’®^ 
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up hi» in ojjder,“departed. I was-told.I had not done well, to (hew fo Uttle r^ard 
to their iCu^*s fon, and was therefore defired to fend for him back again. My anfwei 
was, that (mce his departure was voluntarily, fo fhould be his return, for mej bui 
withady that if he would come back he fliould be well received. In fhort, he did come 
bac^, and at length both he and his were well fatisfied, and tarried with me till next 
day^at noon, when we went all away together. 

► Having travelled another day’s journey and a half with the aforefaid prince, we met 
with the King’s uncle, and a relation of his, who had drums, trumpets, and a great train 
of followers. When we came within half a mile of the Banza of Lemba, where the 
King was, I was told I it¥uft not go any nearer till farther order, and therefore wa* 
forced to remain behind alone with my interpreter. At lall the order came, attended 
with feveral perfons, to bring me to court. When I canie near the city, I was flopped 
again to wait for the fecretary, who was to receive me there. He prefently came and 
conduced me into the market-place, where the people, almoft innumerable, and divided 
into two choirs, were fmging of the Rofary in the Conghefe tongue. At the upper end 
fat the King with a long cloak upon his fhouldcrs, a fatin waiucoat ftriped with filvei 
on his back, and his lower parts from the middle were cloathed with a fine veil after 
the mode of the country. Being led up into His Majefly’s prefence, h^ reached out an 
ivory, crucifix a fpan and a half long, on an ebony crofs of a proportionable length, for 
me to kifs. When I had done it, .and he had delivered it to a favourite, he would needs 
kifs my crucitix; which he did, and afterwards falling on his knees, received bene- 
diftion. , In the mean-time the people were marching in great order towards the church, 
whilft the King and I brought up the rear. When I came into the church, after a 
fhort prayer, I went up to the altar, and preached a fermon to them upon thefe words 
of the apoflle to the Corinthians, Ecce nunc tempus acceptabile, ecce mmc dies falutls ; 
declaring, that I came amongft them for no other end, than to revive in their hearts the 
love and fear of God, and of his Son Chrift. ^ 

My fermon being ended, I waited on the King back to his palace, where he enter¬ 
tained me lovingly, and gave me a hearty welcome into his dominions. After we had 
fpent fome time together, I took my leave, but His Majefty would needs fee me out of 
the ftreet. His nobles had orders to accompany me farther, for they conduced rte to 
a houfe belonging to the King’s uncle, where I was to refide. I muft needs fay I was 
not a little furprized to obferve how punctually thofe lords would come every mbming 
wrapped up in their long cloaks, and walking Iwo by two, to receive and conduct me 
to church, and after mafs march back again with me in the fame order as they came. 

After the reciprocal vifits between the King and me wdre pretty well over, I one 
day afked His Majefty for what reafon he had fo earneftly and fo often fent for me 
from Sogno. He anfwered, that he might have a prielt and preacher of the holy 
Gofpel within his dominions. “ That I believe,” replied I, “ but I prefume Your 
Majefty had fome other end.” Though he made me no anfwer to this, yet I could 
eafily perceive he had fome thought thereujjon that pleafed him, and that by his fmiling. 
“ Your Majefty muft give me leave to guefs at it,” replied I, “ and therefore I fancy 
you fent for me to put the crown of Congo upon your head.” Thefe words were fcarce 
out of my mouth, but 1 heard a great clapping of hands, and humming (which are 
tokens of gre^t joy among thefe people), together with a confufed noife of prating 
among the courtiers, and drums beating, trumpets founding, and other noify ihftru- 
raents playing; all which were only grateful to my ears, as they proceedetf frogi nlea- 
fu^ cc»aceived at what I had faid. 

10 Tile 
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The Kin^ CoB^ 1^1^ i Iwill from fbpe Urban Vmi, which gives them f^ve to 
be crowned by the Capuchin mifibners after the Catholic manner, and which in tof- 
mer times their firll King was by the f»d authority. And afterwards thetnuffioniaf. 
Father Januario da Nola, did the fame office for Don Garcia Alphonfo, who was 
crowned in the time of Pope Innocent X. The like were others doWn to this prefent 
King. I told His Majefty that his eleftion having been by votes, and that in writing,' 
by reafon the electors lived fo far off, I defired to fee them. He readily complied witn 
my requeft, anc^ among the reft I found the count of Sogno’s name, which I was glad 
to fee, there having been fome difference formerly between,thofe two princes. 

Having gone thus far, my neitt bufmefs was to procure the regal 1 :rown of Congo 
which had been formerly fent hither by the aforefaid Pope Urban, and remaiCea at 
• prefent in the cuftody of the Portuguefe. It may not be araifs to tell hqw they came 
'by it j the manner in fhort was this: — Don Garcia U. and feventeenth Chriftian King 
of this country, being defirous to eftablifh the fucceflion of his throne to his children, 
amongft other tyrannous aftions, extirpated feveral of the chief families of his king¬ 
dom j and at laft, to Ihew that he was refolded to die as wickedly as he had lived, 
infiead of invoking the affiftance of heaven in his ficknefs, he had recourfe only to 
wizards, necromancers, and fuch kind of ill-people. Thefe wretches bearing a more 
than ordinary hatred to the then prince Don Alphonfo, as well knowing and bearing 
that if they fuffered him to come' to the crown, he would not only perfecate, but banim 
them, poffeffed the mind of his fick father, that to make his w'ay the fooner to his 
dominions, he had defigned to poifon him. 

Garcia thereupon blinded by their fubtilties, immediately declared his fon unworthy 
of his throne, and confequently got him murdered, recommending for his fucceffor 
Don Antonio I. his fecond fon. Not long after Garcia died, in the twenty-firft year 
of his reign, leaving his fon Antonio to fucceed him: but nobody can imagine the 
wickednels of his reign; befides the murder of his brother, wherein he was not a 
little concerned, he put to death all his relations. He caufed his wife tq be murdered, 
giving put, though fallcly, that fhe was guilty of adultery ; and afterwards married a 
near kinfwoman, whom he had formerly been in love with, againft all law and reafon. 
Then he proceeded to extend his cruelty towards her relations, as unjuftly as he had 
done towards his own. Thus began the reign of that monftrous tyrant Don Antonio, 
who having fcarce wrapped himfelf in his purple, dyed it in fcarlet, and became ab¬ 
horred and hated by the Portuguefe and Whites, who having fignified their diflike to 
his praftices, and which coming to his ears, he vowed he would fpeedily have them 
beat and whipfout of his dominions. 

To effefl this, confiding more in his multitudes, than their knowledge in military 
affairs, he raifed a prodigious army of nine hundred thoufand men j the truth whereof 
I know not whether it may be queftioned by the reader; but befides my own, I have 
the authority of Father Cavazzi for it, who in his fecond book, p. 286, and eighth 
book, p. 868, affirms the fame thing. Moteover it may appear credible, if we confider 
the exceffive largenefs and populoufnefs of thefe countries, as likewife that all this King’s 
fubjeSs are not only obliged, but accuftomed voluntarily to follow him to the wars at 
his lead command. 

Before this army marched, the King was advifed by Father Franci^xle St. Salvador, 
his chaplain and relation, not to hazard the lives of fo many poor llaves, againft. fo 
wariftie a people as the Portuguefe. This friar had received the habit of our order 
ffcflb father Giacinto d 4 Veo^laj he was a learned man, and vs^as adtnitted by order 
of the faaed college. 
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The King, not owing to hearken to his chaplain’s advice, the army iijarched againil 
the Portugutfe. On the very firft of their march, the heavens let down fuch a 
deluge as one would have thought fufficiem to have drowned all -Ethiopia, and moprned 
in thunder for the dreadful daughter that was to enfue. The good friar perceiving the 
difpleature of heaven, renewed his former petition and advice to the King. “ Obferve,” 
quoth he to tlie King, “ thefe drops arc as fo many tongues, that exhort you not to 
fight againft the Whites; and thefe claps of thunder are fo many groans, that good 
heaven fends forth for the woeful effetls of your obftiitacy.” The haughty King never- 
thelefs perfifted in his refolution and marched forwards: when at length, llepping afide 
a little way from his army,*' with a few followers, to repofe himfelf, behold a dreadful 
tiger, as it were for a -fecond warning, leaped fuddciily put of a foreft, and ran full 
drive at him. Father Francis, who never went from the King’s fide, feeing this, drew 
out a feymitar he had at his girdle, and oppofing the furious beaft, at one ftroke cleft 
him in two. The King, little moved at this adion of his preferver, rather attributed 
his fafety to magic, than to his kinfman’s valour. 

The Portuguefe being refolved to fmd thofe mines of gold which the Moci-Congo* 
Ians had fo long promifod, and ftill delayed to difeover to them, got together about 
four hundred brave Europeans, with near two thoufand Blacks their flaves, and lodged 
themf^lves in the marquifate of Pemba, where they not long after were aflaulted by 
above eighty thoufand ^Ethiopians. The Portuguefe, though they faw their enemies 
march as thiclk as locufts, and though they themfeivcs were but a handful in com- 
parifon of, them, and had but two pieces of cannon, yet w'ere they not difheartened, 
even when they faw them encompafs and furround them. The Capuchin placed him¬ 
felf in his veitments between the two armies, endeavouring to make peace, which 
was approved of by the Portuguefe. But the obftinate King would not hearken to 
his mediation, but forthwith gave the fignal of battle, and feeing a woman with a child 
in her arms, fuppofed to be the Virgin Mary, (landing by the Portuguefe general, he 
(hewed her to his men, alluring them of vidory, becaufe the Portuguefe had the 
impediment oF their women with them. Then began the mot to fly like hail from 
the Portuguefe guns, efpccially from two pieces of cannon they had, which made fuch 
a dreadful flaugfiter among the Blacks, that one part of the army giving way, the 
other was not long before it followed. In fliort, the Portuguefe got the vidory; 
which the proud King perceiving, he thought to fecure himfelf behind a huge rock ; 
which being overthrown by a cannon ball, buried and killed both the King and his 
chaplain, the good friarl Thofe lew that' faved 'thenafclves (ay flight, left neverthelefs 
behind them all the baggage, with the King’s utenfils of pure gold, blow becaufe this 
memorable flaugbter was chiefly occafioned by gold, the natives have never fince cared 
to dig if for fear of lofing their country and becoming flaves thereby. 

The head of the dead King was immediately topped off by the conquerors, who 
carried it to Loanda,, together with the crown and Iceptre. There they buried it, the 
whole chapter aflifting at the obfequies. This battle, commonly looked upon to have 
been miraculous, I myfelf have feen painted upon the wall of the church of Our 
Lady of Nazareth, where the head is buried ; and have alfo had it related to me, after 
the manner as I have told it, by a Portuguefe captain that was prefent at it. He alfo 
told me, that aftf r the battle, while they were in purfuit of the enemy, he happened 
to come into a houfe where he law two breafts of meat roafting by the fires Hamg 
driven out the people, according to the military cuftom, and being exceedingly 

fell to taking them off the fpit, but had. no fooner torched theoi thait he pe«iP^ 
(heo^ to be man’s flelh. By this may be feen, that thougli generally fpeal^g there k 
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no Anthropophagi (niai^-eatire) in. Congo, yet the nec^ffitiea of war drove the'people 
to great Ihtfts in Aia marquifate. 

The Portuguefe did not pretend to any right to the crown of Congo, ha’Tng been 
fent by the pope, though they had taken it in war, but faid, they were ready to refign 
it whenever they fhould be fo required. Now, becaufe by the death of Don Antonio, 
fo many diforders arofe, and every one thought it his right to command rather than 
duty to obey; thence enfued innumerable flaughters and great deftrufliion. I propofea 
to the King to gQ with his army and take pofleffion ol St. Salvador, a city where for¬ 
merly his anceftors refided, whence he might fend an ampaflador for the crown and 
fceptre to the governor of Loanda, without a letter, and through the province of Pemba^ 
for otherwife he might be hindered by the duke of Bamba his ^nemy: and if Iiap- 
pened to be ftopped by thofe people, he Ihould have orders not to tell them he was an 
ambaffador, left they (hould detain and put him to death, which, inftead of preventing 
mifchief, would caufe more. The King hearkening attentively to all I faid, after I had 
ended my propofition, turned about to his relations and friends, and fpoke after this 
manner: “ The Father,” fays he to them, “Icnows all;” meaning, that I had dif- 
covered the defigns of the iEthiopians ; and adding moreover, that he approved of my 
propofal, but that it could not be well put in execution till the com was off the ground; 
but as foon as harveft was in, he promifed that he would march with his troops'to St. 
Salvador, to grub up the woods, and take poCTeflion thereof, together with the lands 
and habitations thereabouts. In times paft, that city had been the metropolis and 
capital of Congo, where the King refided with his court. There alfo lived a bifliop 
and his chapter, a college of Jefuits, and a monaftery of our order, all maintained at 
the coft of the King of Portugal. In our convent always refided the Father-fuperior 
of our order in the/e parts. But fince, through frequent wars, both tliis city, and the 
country about it, was become a den of thieves and robbers. 

Without this city is the Pombo, or great market, built by the Giaghi, where man’s 
flefh was accuftomed to be fold like to that of flieep and oxen. The Portugal mer¬ 
chants, who refided here in great numbers on account of traffic, refilled to buy this 
flelh, and rather chofe to have the Haves alive, whereby to fill their purfes with gold, 
than to have their bellies Huffed with fuch barbarous food; and, on this account, they 
pretend they have a licence to buy Haves, which however they could never produce to 
this day. The Giaghi above-mentioned are the moft barbarous people in nature, of 
whom, or of the converfion of the Queen of Singa, I Ihall not treat, becaufe that 
fubjett is handled at targe i>y Father Francis Moria Gioja of Naples. 

I told the King likewife, 1 would go to Sogno, and expeft the return of the fmack 
from Loango, and therein tranfport myfelf to Loanda. I advifed him not to let Auguft 
pafs before he difpatched his ambaffador, affuring hirf* he fliould no fooner arrive at 
Loanda, but have all the refped paid him which was due to his minifter; and the pre- 
fent Portuguefe governor' being almoft out of his time, would deliver the crown for a 
fmall prefent, which perhaps another would not; and that the Father luperior and I 
would crown him, which being done with the Portuguefe confent, none would dare to 
queftion it. 

I then alked two favours of His Majefty ; firft, that he would pleafe to pardon a cer¬ 
tain rebel that had caufed himfelf to be proclaimed King of Congoy^but was now a 
fugiriye in .the dominions of Sogno, and that ever fince his army had b^n routed by that 
of^H»<Majefty; I requefted him likewife not only to forgive him, but alfo to afford 
hinffibe government of fome dty, paffing my word that he fftould prove an obedient 
and loyal fubje^ for the future. The King gave his word prefently that he would do 
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all I defired; but I not caring to traft altogether to that, caufed him to dve rae his 
oath upon the crucifix to perform it, to the end the criininal might not afterwards be 
difappointed and punifhed. My other requeft was, that His Majefky would reftore, to 
the count the country of Chiovachianza, to the end that having that prinqe for his 
friend, as well as the Portuguefe, he might reign fecure for many years. ITiis,' likewife, 
‘without any fci'uple, he confented to. 

• How little reafon I had to afk any favour on behalf of the aforefaid rebel, may ap¬ 
pear by what follows:—^I’his mock-king, Don Garcia«-(for fo was his name), coming 
to vifit a milTioner of our order, one Francis Michael da Torino, then in the city tw 
Cuflii in Congo, after he liad been very courteoufly received by him, and whilft the 
Father and he were talking together, a fire fuddenly broke out in the church: the 
mock-king foon perceiving it, immediately ordered all his followers to do what they 
could to extinguifh it, which yet gained fo for upon them, that in a fhort time not only 
the church was burnt to the ground, but the facrifty or veftry. Don Garcia feemed 
extremely concerned, which neverthelefs was all but feigned, he having been the con¬ 
triver of all, as I was afterwards told by** Father Michael, who by a ftratagem got it out 
of one of the followers, that Don Garcia made the wifp of draw himfelf, and giving it 
to one of the Negroes, ordered him to fire the church. This he did to make his zeal 
appear »rhe more by his endeavours to quench the fire, not chinking the flames would 
have increafed*as they did. As a reward for this great diligence of his, he was forth¬ 
with excommunicated by the faid miflioner, who foon after departed that country. Don 
Garcia not long afterwards coming to Sogno, was ablblved of his fault by my com¬ 
panion F. Benedift, upon his repentance. 

Whilft 1 continued in Lemba, which was about twenty days, the church was very 
much frequented: at day-break, the third part of the Rofary was fung by thofe that 
were going journeys, efpecially by the women who went to work in the fields : three 
hours after, the fame was performed by the better fort of people, adding moreover the 
foints’ Litany ; and fometimes, as often as ever I could, I laid mafs: at night was fung 
the other part of the Rofary, together with the Litany of our Lady. This prefent year 
they kept Lent fifteen days before ours, by reafon they regulated it according to the 
courfe of the moon, but which they did not let me know for fear I fliould put it off 
fifteen days longer ; they neverthelefs obferv^ed the ordinary courfe of forty days. To 
prevent my coming to know the conclufion of it, the Saturday before they came to me 
with an amufement, faying, “ If Your Reverence hears a great fhooting and fhouting 
to-morrow morning, you muft know it is on account of fom^ new acquifuion added to 
our King’s dominions.” I could not but believe them, though I knew;what they fpoke 
of happened the night I came into the. city for then the Marquis of Mattari entered in 
triumph for having fubdued two-princes, whofe dominions bordered on the kingdom of 
Micocco; and the fame night the faid marquis came to give me welcome, looking upon 
my arrival as a good omen. The next morning, according to my information, whilft 
we were in the faints’ litany, I heard a greal»firing of mulkets, beating of drums, found¬ 
ing of trumpets, and other noifes of various inftruments. “ God forgive you,” cried 
I, “ for having thus impofed upon me: if I had but knovm that your Lent was at an 
end, I could have bleffed the palms laft Sunday, and all fliould now have been done 
that was neceffas^' for a preparation for Eafter: neverthelefs, I have that charity as to* 
difpenfe ray bleffings to all fuch as-have obferved this holy time faithfully.” , 

■The mentioning of Micocco puts me in mind of a memorable ftory told me hy^e 
Ihfi^Gr Father Thomas de Seftola, concerning a certainmiflioner who travellii(i%& 
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thi$ country, andj after Jiaving baptized about fifty thoufand fouls, died there. His 
name I have forgot, but the particulars of his labours are known to all. 

This perfon would needs go to wait on the King of Micocco, by whom having b^tt 
courteoufly and kindly received, he began to treat with him about introducing the Chrif- 
tian religron into his dominions. At the very firft propofal, the King Ihewed an in¬ 
clination to believe that was the true faith which the miffioner propofed, and, confe- 
quently, offered to be baptized; the prieft told him, that before he could admit him to* 
the font, he muft fubmit to be o^techifed: he feemed very willing to comply with what 
was required, arid, after having been well inftrufted, prepared himfelf to receive bap- 
tifm ; when all of a hidden a thought came into his head,*fuggefted no doubt by the 
devil, which he delivered after this manner; “ Father, before I am baptized, T Wc-id 
beg two favours of you, which you muft not deny me; and they are, firft, to grant 
me half of your beard; and, fecondly, to afl'ord me a fucceffor from your loins, for 
which purpofe I will caufe all my women to be brought before you, to the end you 
may choofe her you like beft: we are all mortal you know," proceeded he, “ and, 
therefore, if you fhould either die, or take a fancy to leave us, who (hall fupport or 
maintain the new religion which you have planted among us ? To what purpofe fhould 
I fubmit to entertain a new law, if I have no profpeft of its continuance; grant there¬ 
fore that I may have a fon of your body, who, puffeffing his father’s rare qualities, may 
be a means to tranfniit tliis doflrine more fecurely to pofterity. I muft tjpg of you not 
to refufe me, for I cannot confent to be baptized, if you do. The modeft Father Was 
much furprized, and imiling, aiifw-ered, “ That the ftrangenefs of his requeft was fo 
extraordinary, that he could neither gratify him in one nor the other of his defires.” 
The King’s reafon for his firft requeft was, only that he might lay up the hair, and 
fiiew it uponoccafion to have belonged to the introtlucer of the Chriftian religion into, 
his country; and who knows but his fubjeds, onr of blind zeal, might have worflripped 
it? The fecond needs no explaining. ,It is certain we have been always exceeding 
cautious how we let the Negroes have any thing from us, that they might probably pay 
adoration to. As conceniing the before-mentioned bull, called by tlie'Conghefes of 
the blelfed facrament, and their lighting candles when they open it, the Portuguefe 
nuncio was acquainted with it, and anfwered, that that venerable effigies being on it, the 
people might be permitted in their funplicity to worfliip it. 

When I had been about eight clays at Lemba, I was feized with a double tertian 
ague, and moreover broke out from the naVel upwards in fo many boils and fcabs, 
that I had not the leaft reft,either night or day. But my greateft trouble was, the want 
of an interpreter to adminifter the facrament of penance, w hich I had not provided, 
becaufe the letters fent me were well writ, and the language good. The fecretary was 
old, and a boy I had with me too young to be trufted with confeflions. Whilft I was 
thus fick, I was not only frequently vifited by the King himfelf, but he would iikewife 
fend every fix hours to know how I did ; the Queen alfo, and the infanta Donna Mo¬ 
nica Tent often to enquire after my healfh, and withal prefented me with feveral refrelh* 
ments. Having a mind to be let blood, the King’s uncle would needs do that office, 
for me, not caring to truft any body elfe, which he performed with that; nicetiefs that 
I fcarce felt the lance enter my vein; this, with the help of a certain purge I brought . 
^rom Venice, did me a great deal of good. Being fomewhat recovsiaJ of my indif- 
pofition, I forthwith refolved to begone, and in order thereto made the King acquainted 
witb ^my intentbns; he feemed much difpleafed, but notwithftanding, perceiving iriy 
reffil^ns, was fam to acquidbs. I «oId him I did not intend to go by the way of 
Bama for feveral reafons, but efefigned to gri by Sogno, to the end I might meet with 
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.the fin?ck if I could poifibly; I begged of him Jie would fend fome Of hfe people al<^g 
with me to conduA toe as tor as Cbiova, a country belonging to Sogno, or to Zariim- 
ball, an ifland of the fame dominions. His anfwer was, that he would Vnilingly coni> 
ply with any reafonable requeft of mine, but much wondered at my fo fudden depar¬ 
ture, efpecially if I defigned to go without taking leave of his mother. I'^told HSs 
, Majefty, that the reafon I had not hitherto done it, was on account of my indifpofiriotl, 
of which I was but juft then recovered, but that I ^figned to wait on her, God willingj^ 
that very night. Purfuant to my promife I went not long after towards Her Majefty’s 
court, and at my firft entrance I met two fervants with torches, in the fecond room 
two more with four fervantjf, and two in the third with more attendants, it being night; 
they introduced me into the Queen’s prefence, whom I found fitting wrapped up in a 
cloak, which was likewife thrown under her arm, having nothing but her fmock under 
• it, and her daughter fitting on a carpet by her. After having addreffed myfelf briefly 
to her by way of taking leave, (lie ftartcd up in a paffion, and fetting her hands to her 
fides, faid, “ What will the world fay, if, after having obtained a minifter of the Gofpel 
with fo great difficulty, we fhould part with him fo eafily ? No, no, it muft not be; 

I will fpeak to the King my fon, that he by no means ffiall fuffer you to go.” “ Ma¬ 
dam,” replied I fmilingly, “ if Your Majefty has done me the honour to buy me, 

I defire to know in what Pombo or market it was, and wl^it you gave for me,, that I 
may reVtore the price to you, with thanks, for begone I muft.” The hearing of this 
caufed no fmall laughter in the company, efpecially in the Queen herfelf. I added 
further, If I am not fuffered to tranfport myfelf to Loanda, how can I pretend to 
bring about what I have promifed, and you fo earneftly defire ?” This faid, I was 
immediately difmiffed. The name of this Queen was Donna Potentiana, her nature 
agreeing therewith, having always endeavoured to be powerful, and a great enemy to 
the Queen-dowager Donna Afma, and to Donna Agnes another Queen. Thefe three 
women have often put this poor kingdom intp a flame, each having defired to have 
her hufband crowned, and for that purpofe did all feparately endeavour to get a Capu¬ 
chin miffioner* among them, which has occafioned the death of fo many priefts, and 
made our fuperior not very ready to let any miffioners go to Congo. 

Being juft upon fetting out on my journey, the King offered me a prefent of flaves, 
whirfi I refufed, telling His Majefty that we had more than fufficient in our convent at 
Sogno j I neverthelefs accepted one to wait on me during my journey, though I had 
thirteen at home whom I employed in the fervice of the church, and in that of thofe 
that came to vifit us. His Majefty feeing 1 had refufed his pffer of flaves, refolved to 
fend fome people to accompany me, which indeed I defired, among whgm were two of 
his relations, to the end that I might be the better received wherever I came. Over and 
above the two things formerly mentioned, I requefted two favours more of the King, 
and they were, firft, that I might have leave to level that obfeene and facrilegious 
place before-mentioned, if it were yet in being, where fo many forceries and villainies 
had been praftifed, And fecondly, that I might take away the banners from ‘th^ 
burial-places in the fields, being both fuperftitious and hlameable. Having obtained 
thefe my demands, I took ray leave of His Majefty and departed. 

When we were got as far as the river which bounds the kingdom of Congo that way, 
my companions and followers being many, fome armed with guns, and others with 
long pikes, after* the manner of the country, by reafon we had no boats on that fijjfe, 
we-inade figns to the inhabitants of the other to come and fetch us over in th&r canoes. 
Whoi this was done, our people called three affemblies among themfelves, I no^ being 
a^le to gpefs at the conclufions of other, though I pardy thought that the reafod^'inuft 
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have^ beeSj eithar tliat they were afraid of being rendered fuip^ed^by coming annedy 
or elfe that thw did not care to fwiture themfeives in the dominioM of Sogno, outrf 
a diftrult thCTTiad of the p^ple. At laft three canoes came over, but not near fum- 
cient to traniport all of us; into one of thefe having put me with my interpreter, they 
promifed they would foon follow, but were worfe than their words; for leaving me 
to the merty of the winds and tide, they went th«r ways; and having reached the 
other fide of the river, the Mani of the place propofed to me to ftay there all night 
«o baptife fome children, and m tt morning I fhould be going as early as I pleafed 
onwards of my jcfurney. This propofal was not at all difpleafing to me, efpecially 
fince I had a more than ordinary dcfire to fee whether the Cbnghefe people would fol. 
low me or not; thofe two that were of the King’s relations having promifed me tl i“t 
they would condufl: me as far as our convent in the Banza of Sogno. As Toon as 
morning came, the Mani thundered in my ears, that if I would needs be gone I muft 
unloofe my purfe-ftrings before I entered the boat again. With all my heart,” quoth 
I, although I had already fatisfied thofe watermen that brought me over. “ Tell me,” 
faid I, “ how much you demand, and you fliall h^ve it.” “ Fifteen Libonchi,” replied 
he, which are about ten Roman Giulios. When I was about to pay him what he 
demanded, he cried he muft have thirty Libonchi, having been miftaken beforew* 
“ There are thirty for you,” anfwered I, which having laid dovra, up ftarts a ^llow 
and cries, “ It is a fign the Mani has not been very converfant in waterage, fince he 
takes thirty for what he fhould have three fcore.” “ Be they ten times as much I will 
pay them,” replied I, “ fince once paying goes for all.” This faid, I laid down the 
full of what they demanded, and went into the boat. Towards night, when I thought 
we were got near the land of Sogno, I difeovered an ifland where the watermen imme¬ 
diately run afhore. I was not landed when a monftrous fellow, with a countenance 
like to a great ugly wizard, came up to me, and told me in a haughty tone, that he 
had orders from the fecretary of Congo to bring me afliore. “ How can that be,” 
replied I, “ w hen I left the fecretary of tongo in Congo myfelf; how then fhould he 
come here ?” “ I fay,” i jplied he, “ the fecretary of the kingdom of Congo requires 

your prefence.” Now it feems the Mani of this place laid claim to that title. I an¬ 
fwered then this proud melTenger, “ Pray tell the fecretary your mafter, that I defire 
to be excufed from waiting on him, being not well, and befides going to Sogno for 
recovery of my health.” He came a fecond time, and more importunately than before 
commanded me to come afhore; whereupon I defired him with that meeknefs that 
became me to acquaint his lord that I was a miffioner, and, though unworthy, fuperior 
of the million into Sogno, being juft come from Congo, where I had three hundred 
armed men afligned me by thd King Simantamba for fafe condudl:, all whom I had 
neverthelefs fome time fince parted with, for the truth whereof I appeal to the water¬ 
men that brought me. The Mani or fecretary hearing this, called for the watermen 
to inform himfelf of the truth, who attefting what I faid, he then font for a Sognefe 
to fee if he knew me, who confirming whjt he had heard before, he immediately 
difpatched away this Mufcilongo or Sognefe to me, to beg of me tor God’s fake 
that I would come to him; or that if I fo pleafed, he would come in perfon to fetch 
me, excufing himfelf for having fent fo faucy and ill-bred a melfenger at firft, 
who having exceeded his orders fhould be furely punifhed. “ I'his language is fome- 
thing like,” quoth I, ” and fince he entreats me for God’s fake, in Go^ s name will 
I go to him.” Then after having recommended myfelf to the protedfion of the AI-- 
I went a-fhore. The Mani gave me to underftand that he would come forth¬ 
with tp*pay me a vifit, but I defired the parfon that brought me the meffage, to 
vot, XVI. , p I* acquaint 



MKEOIXA*S VOYASB TO COHGO. 


acquaint his mailer that betimes in the monimg I would wait on him without givkg 
hjp the trouble incommoding himfelf 1 ^- a night-^ifit to me. He treated me wid» 
a goat, fruit, and a pot of the country-wine^ together unth a flaflc of brandy, rmxed 
like a julep, which I coulcTnot imagine how he could get, and for the thirty Libonchis 
I had paid his fubjefts, he reftored me fixty. The fame hour of my arrival I began 
to baptize near a houfe where the miftrefe was a-bed. In the court of this houfe were 
planted feveral gourds with leaves like unto ours, but the fruit was green and pulpy, 
and of an excellent tafte. This court being not well able to contain the great con- 
courfe of people that thronged thither, they mull ncceffarily exceedingly trample the wo¬ 
man’s ground ; (lie began'to bawl out therefore as if flte were mad, but the people tak¬ 
ing little <-i no notice of her, crowded rather the defer. Whilft I was adminiftering the 
holy facrament of baptifm, this woman cried out with greater vehemence than before, 
which caufed me to hold out my ftaff to her, wherewith I fupported myfelf, being fcarce 
able to hand, to nvake her quiet, not knowing at that time that flie was the real miftrefs 
of the houfe: when fhe, either taking that fign for a threat, a thing always abhorred by 
me, or elfe moved by foine other wicked defign, catched up a fpade angrily, and fell 
to digging round her ground where the people were (an adion always fuperftitioully 
obferved by them), without any body fo much as fpeaking a word againfl; it: after Ihe 
had (p done, Ihe began to bawl out again as if Ihe had b^*n bewitched. 1 perceiving 
her to perfift in her obftinacy, made the fame fign to her as before to be quiet, where¬ 
upon fhe immediately run as hard as fhe could drive to call a witch to bewitch me: as 
fhe ran along, fhe cried to herfelf, “ What, fliall a flranger thus abufe a native ? Mufl 
I be drove out of my own houfe by I know not who ? No, no, if I cannot get him 
away by fair means, I will have his foul out of his body by foul.” She Toon after ap¬ 
peared again, bringing along with her a witch and a fcholar of hers. As foon as the 
people were gone, thefe two laid themfelves down on the ground, leaning againft a 
wall. I knew them well enough lo be what |hey were by the fafhion of their clothes: 
on their heads they had a piece of cloth folded round like a turban, fo that one eye 
■was only to be feen j with this the old witch looked fledfaftly upon me for feme time, 
grumbling after a brutifh manner to herfelf all the while: then with her hand Ihe pro¬ 
ceeded to ferape a fmall hole in the ground; at th# fight of this I immediately ordered 
my interpreter to be gone, being more concerned for him than myfelf; for as a prieft that 
had always trufted in God, I doubted not but to render her charms ineffedual as to 
myfelf. 1 commanded the devil that he fhould not come near, but fhe little regarding 
what I did, went on with her forceries. I ordered the ev^l fpirits a fecond time to be 
gone, which fhe perceiving, giving her fcholar a lufty flap on the face, fhe bid her be¬ 
gone and leave her alone; at my third command fhe departed alfo, but returned next 
morning betimes, praftifing over her devilifh arts as before. I refolved not to ftand 
long in one place, thereby to avoid the defign fhe had upon me to bewitch me to death, 
that having been the real on of her making a hole in the earth. It feems their cuftom 
is, that when they have a mind to bewitch any one mortally, they put a certain herb 
or plant into the hole they have fo dug ; which, as it perilhes and decays, fo the vigour 
and fpirits or the perfon they have a defign upon will fail and decay. I propofed to 
myfelf to I'pend my time in baptizing, till the watermen that belonged to my boat re¬ 
turned to me,;, .but it fo happened that I had done all that I had to do before any one of 
them came. I then went down to the river-fide a little way diflant, whither the vitoh' 
followed me: when 1 had gone down thrice, endeavouring all along to avbid hejr, and 
finding i could not, 1 fat me down by the water-fide m expeftadon of the watewnen's 
coming ; this the hag perceiving, fhe likewife fquatted herfelf down over aeaiNfl me- 
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ITie people bong cuoous to know what would be the event of this conteft, had kid 
themfdves in aa adjoka^ field of millet, which ^rew about ten or ^elve hands high, 
which I knew hotl^ of Whilft I was thus fitting, and oWerving that vile wietchlTo 
nrar me, it put me in mind of the faying of the wife man, Mitlier neqmm plaga mortis: 
a wicked woman is a deadly wound. Then I addreffed myfelf to God, faying, « O 
Lord, the caufe is thine, thy honour lies at ftake, and fo much the rather by rcafon 
that the inhabitants of this illand are but very little acquainted with thee! As for me, 
I am but a jpoor worm in refpe 6 ' 'bf thy majefty: do thou work in me, for without 
thee I can do nothing.” This faid, I commanded her once more, in the name of the 
bleffed Trinity and the holy Virgin, to be gone, and withal Mowing gently towards her, 
fhe all of a fudden giving three leaps, and howling thrice, fled away in a trice. ' "he 
fwiftnefe of her motions were fo extraordinary, that they were wondered at by'all that 
fijBr them, and thought impollible to be performed by any human power. When the 
v^h began to fly, the people came forth of their holes, and, running after her with 
feveral reproachful exclamations, cried out, “ The devil is fled and the prieft not 
moved: the devil take all witches and witchcrafr?” I being furprifed at the hearing of 
fo great a number of voices in my favour, gave immediate thanks to the fupreme Dif- 
poler of all things, and more efpecially when I heard them cry further, “ God prof- 
per Chriftianity! God prolper Chriltiiuiity! 

Soon after the watermen appeared, whom I thought to have Wd themfelves llkewife 
as the others had done, but it feems they had not: I gave them all the good words I 
could, that they might go off prefently, which they did not long after. The fecond 
night after our leaving this place, we came to the illand of Zariambola belonging to 
Sogno, where' I thought myfelf fecure: as I went up the canal, before I landed, I met 
with a nephew of the count’s, whom I acquainted that I was juft come from Congo 
with good news for the country of Sogno. This was not fpoken to a deaf perfon, vx 
it was immediately carried to tlie count’s^ears. Next morning the Mani of the place 
pretended that he would provide me another boat to tranfport me farther, but, after a 
good deal of time loft, none appeared. It was my good fortune that the* aforelaid re¬ 
lation of the count’s happened to return again that way, who perceiving that I had beat 
made a fool of and abufed by the Mani, fell into a great paffion, and, kicking againft 
the ground, began to reprove him after this manner; “ Is it thus that you behave your- 
felf in my uncle’s bulinefs ? I will take care that, as foon as I get to Sogno, you lhall 
be fure to be deprived of your government.” The Mani began to excufe himfelf, 
affirming that he had alfignpd me a fufficient number of watermen, and that, if I were 
not gone, it muft have been their fault. Coming to an anchor afterwards about mid¬ 
night in the port of Rnda, my boat’s crew fled, not giving me an opportunity to re¬ 
turn their kindnefs. I then landed, and went ftraightway to our convent. Next morning 
the count, with a greater attendance than ordinary, came to fee and welcome me home. 
As foon as I faw him, I broke forth into thefe words, “ Did not 1 tell Your Excellency, 
that if I could not well accomplilh my million by land, I w'ould do it by water ?” 
When he, without anfwering me a word, fell down immediately on the ground to kifs 
my feet, which he would needs do, though I hindered him all I could, and my bre¬ 
thren that were then pref^t much wondered at it. Being much afhamed of what he 
had done, I prefently lifted him up, and we afterwards ftepped afide ig diicourfe of the 
particulars of my expedition. I acquainted His Excellency with what fiad paffed be¬ 
tween me 5 nd Don John Simantaml^ ccmceming the reftoring of Chiovachianza. He 
feenied very well pieced with the news, and laid, that was what he had moft defired. 

I then Wvifed him to re-eftabUih Don Garcia, who at that time lived within his domi- 
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nions. Which counfel of mine he readily agreed with, having been all along hitherto 
forced to msuntsuil^im at hfe own charge, and contrary to his inclinations, only through 
policy. As foon as our private difcourfe was at an end, Father Andrew da Pavia, one 
of the two milfioners that I had left behind me, told me, that there was a Dutch Ihip 
ready to fet fail for Loanda, and that, if I thought fit, I might take that opportunity 
to carry fo much good news to our fuperior there, and the governor. To which I an- 
fwered, that I did not much care to go fo quickly to fea again, defiring rather to repofe 
myfelf till the return of the fraack from Loango, according to my promife given the 
commander thereof. Hereupon Father Andrew undertook himfelf wmat I refufed, and 
in order thereto took leave of the count that very minute. Making this voyage in a 
Dutch Ihip, which are commonly pretty good failors, he, returned to us again in lefs 
than a Month’s time. Having brought the news to the governor, he faid, he embraced 
him heartily, and told him, he could never have wiftied for any thing better, fince 
the way would probably be now opened to Congo, to the great benefit of the 
Portuguefe. 

In confirmation of this I mull furthra* add, that when I was going a fecond time to 
Sogno from Loanda, as I was taking leave of the governor, he earneftly recommended 
to me to procure leave from the count for the Portuguefe to trade with his dominions. 
When the farmers of the King’s revenue that flood by, answered, “ A free trade with 
Sogn 6 can fi^iufy little or nothing to us, that country being like a large tree, where 
nothing is to be met with but branches and leaves; when a voyage to Congo would 
furnilh ug not only with leaves, but fruit. 

Lobo, the late governor of Loanda, whilfl he was in office, acquainted the royal 
chamber, that he defircd to have the crown of Congo in his poffeffion ;■ but whatever 
diligence was made ufe of for that purpofe, it could by no means be found. Then he 
commanded a new one to be made of filver gilt, to the end that when the Conghefe 
ambaffador came for it, he might have it rcacfy to give him. The King of Portugal 
coming to the knowledge of the crown’s being lofl, writ both to the bifliop and go¬ 
vernor, that «hey Ihould make it their bufinefs to find out in whofe hands it was lafl, 
and punifh him as if he had flolen it. Father Andrew, through the ftiort warning he 
had of his journey, was not able to give any accoilht when the Conghefe ambaffador 
was to arrive; but afterwards, at the return of the fmack from Loango, I going to 
Loanda in it, acquainted the governor that it would be in the month of Augufl. Au- 
guft came, yet no ambaffador appeared, which made us miffioners not a little concern¬ 
ed, having given out every where that he would certainly cqme then. 

A little after, meeting with fome Negroes newly come from Congo to this city, they 
informed us that they had met the ambafl'ador on the road with a great retinue. The 
Sognefe ambaffador being likewife in this city at that time, to congratulate the bilhop’s 
accefs to the bifliopric, had information that he was flopped by the Duke of Bamba’s 
orders, as he came through his dominions, that prince having been always an enemy to 
Congo, on account of his pretences to that crown, founded on his defeent from Dopna 
Anna, one of the before-mentioned rival-queens. The Portuguefe were fatisfied with 
his fending, and all things had taken eft'ed, but for fome troubles that enfued : for the 
new gov^nor was about making war on the Queen of Singa, who had deftroyed a ter¬ 
ritory belonging to the Portuguefe with fire and fword, and carried away the Sova, or 
lord of it, and his wife into flavety. 

. Amongft other fervices done the King of Portugal, by Lewis Lobo the fonner 
governor of Loanda, one was, that he laid the firft foun^tion of a communicaticgi v^h 
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Congo, and rendered that kingdom dependent upon Portugal, as Ifewife made a crown 
for the King thereof at his own proper cofts. The crowning of 4 nis King we did hot 
doubt fliortly to effedt, notwithftanding what had happened, efpecially fince Father An¬ 
drew da Pavia was negociating earneftly about it. 

Whilft this was in agitation, the Father fuperior, with the reft of us, did all that in 
us lay to promote the replanting of Chriftianity in Cacongo, calling in to our affiftance' 
the governor himfelf, and the Royal Chamber, who were fo well affeded to our propo* 
fals, ,that they told us, that wKdever fmall benefit they could propofe to themfelves by 
traffic with this kingdom, yet would they affift us to their power in the introducing of 
Chriftianity there; and that thi firft Ihips they had at liberty Ihould be employed h. 
that miffion. The new governor was extremely diligent in furthering this afPii', and 
the bilhop rather more than he. I told them that not only Portuguefe but likewife 
Italian pnefts would be neceflary to alienate the minds of that people from jealoufies and 
fufpicions. To the fame purpofe I had formerly writ to the then vice-fuperior, Father 
Jofeph Maria da Bufctto, when 1 was fent for by the King of Cacongo, and he had fent 
my faid letter to the facred college. Our Father fuperior likewife had difpatched ray 
fecond letters to the fame college, which I fent to him on the fame account. 

Matters being thus difpofed, a certain head of.a convent in this city, having been 
fully informed by Ferdinand Gomez of the King of Cacongo’s inclinations to embrace 
the Chriftian faith, refolved to take the talk of preaching it to him upon,himfeu. For 
this end he gave out, that he had received orders from his fuperiors to tranfport himfelf 
to Capinda, well knowing that I could not go by reafon of an infirmity I then laboured 
under. He alfo procured letters from our fuperior, to recommend him to our convent 
at Sogno where he was confequently very courteoufly received. Thence he fent a Por¬ 
tuguese prieft, his companion to Cacongo, enjoining him to Ipcak with the King. 
Without this perfon he could never have had any hopes of the fuccefs of his miffion, 
being not at all Ikillcd in the Conghe/e language, which this prieft fpoke very well. 
He neverthelefs < ould not obtain the fpeech of the King, which caufed him to write to 
him in his luperior’s name; but getting no anfwer, he began to dcfpalr: whereupon 
returning back, they both came ^ain with ftiame to Loanda. 

Afterwards Father Andrew da^avia took upon him to write to the faid King, figni- 
fying to him that he would come and baptize His Majefty, whenever he Ihould pleafe 
to appoint him. It was reported about this time that all foreign miffioners were to de- ♦ 
part by order of the King of Portugal, and that all our convents were to be furrendered 
to thofe (a bad report forms Capuchins, as you ftiall hear more hereafter) of the afbre- 
faid order. Whereupon the aforefaid fuperior, though he did not well care that Pavia 
Ihould go, yet that he miglit prepare the way for him, and build a convent there, he 
earneftly prefled him to it. At Pavia’s arrival the King fent him word, that he could 
not confent to fee him, having formerly given his promife to me whom he expefted; 
and that with me he looked not only for an exercife of the facred miniftry, but likewife 
for trade and commerce, by means of a merchant I was to bring along with me,to fettle 
in his dominions for that purpofe. 

Among all the kingdoms which I have feen in this part of Ethiopia, none pleafed me 
fo much, either for commodioufiiefs or profit, as this of Cacongo j which good qualities 
inclined not a few befides myfelf to be defirous of going thither. Tl^ <:ommodioufnefs 
of it confifts in its lying between three ports much frequented by ftrangers. The firft 
and moft'famous of thefe is that of Loango, the fecond that of Capinda, and the third 
acod kdl that of Cacongo itfelf, but which is not very fecure. TThis kingdom for the 
moft part is fiat, with an air indifierently wholefome, and a foil not unfruitful, by reafon 
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of frequent lhowerfc.^nd the mould bdng^ ^erally blacl^ whereas in other parte of 
Ethioi^ it is either Sndy or chalky, 'fhe inhabitants of this country, confidering they 
have beaa bom pagans, are more courteous and humane than ordinary; and thougn 
they are infidels, they cherifli and refpedl our priefts. Whilft the plague was amongft 
them, they burnt their idols, faying, “ If they will not help us in fuch a misfortune as 
'this, when can we expeft they fliould ?" This paflage I heard whilft I was in Sogno: 
and it grieved me extremely that I had not opportunity to go, and further fuch good 
motions in them for their fouls* fakes. Thus much for*Cacongo, and its inhabitants. | 

I muft now give fome Ihort account of the kingdom of Angola, though I have been 
only perfeftly acquainted with the provinces of Dante and Bengo. 

J^fore we proceed, let us ftop awhile in the city of Ixianda, where I have been 
three times, once upon bufinefs, and the o^er two times I lay there a great while fick. 
To fpeak only of what I know, Loanda is the metropolis, not only of this, but of all. 
other neighbouring kingdoms that belong tb the Portuguefe. Flere rcfides the bilhop 
of Congo and Angola, together with a chapter of about eight or nine canons. The 
governor of this city precedes all others hi any of the Portuguefe conquefts in Ethiopia. 
Here are three convents of religious perfons, viz. one of Jefuits, another of bare-fodt 
Carmelites, and a third of friars of the third order of St. Francis. As to thefe two la.x, 
the Caiynelites have a miffion out of the city in the faid kingdom, where at prefent lives 
a fecular prieft* through the great fcarcity of regulars. Among the Jefuits there was a 
famous miflioner, adorned with many good qualities, and a virtuous life, who travelling 
about indefatigably into all parts of the kingdom, to throw down and grub up the idols 
and trees that the pagans worfhipped, was thought to have been made away by fome of 
thofe people. Here is likewife a houfe of our order, where our Father fuperior refides, 
who is thence to fupport the miffions by the charity of the good people there. Our 
church here is more than ordinarily frequented on account of its being dedicated to the 

S ^AUS St.Anthony of Lifbon, fo called by the Portuguefe; as likewife that there are 
’.ral martyrs bodies kept in it, which have been tranfported hither from Rome. It. 
royal chapel, and has two congregations of the Rofary, allowed by the Dominicans 
who have no abode here. Here three times a week is fung a third part of the Rofary, 
and three times more throughout the year difcipline is ufed. The brotherhood has 
built a chapel eight fquare, with a large cupola of an extraordinary height; which 
* being a thing uncommon here, is extremely admired. Under it there is a vault for 
buiinl, which is not cuftomary in the' Other churches. I'his vault was firft built for the 
body^pf Father Francis Licodia, a bare-foof friar of the province of Syracufe, who died 
fome time before my arrival here. A great concourfe of people aflifted at his burial, 
his death having been proclaimed throughout the city by boys. The people’s devotion 
was fo remarkable at his funeral, that though a prodigious whale was call alhore at that 
time, yet did it not in the leaft raife their curiofity. The Jefuits, with whom we enter¬ 
tain an affedionate correfpondence, put him un^er.ground, and Father Ribera of the 
fame convent preached his funeral fermom 1' his Father was zealous in breeding up 
children in the fear of God; for he had got a great company of white boys, whom he 
habited like Capuchins, teaching them the principles of the Chriftian reugion a^days, 
which they repeated and fung over a*nights. Of thofe in my time I found to the num¬ 
ber of fixty, though Father Francis was dead. While I was here, this good perfon’s 
body was difcovered on account of burying our fuperior, Father John da Romano, in 
his vault. His corpfe was entire in the coffin; on the lid of which his picture lyas 
jointed to the life. ' Whdi it was opened, fome body out of ml tooK out tw'o his 
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teeth, and the point of his hood. How extremely devout thefe citizwis are towards our 
bleffed patron St. FranCiS, is fitter for. another pen to exprefs tha^piine. 

All I can fay is, that without carrying our wallet at our back, which is n,ot here the 
cuftom, we rather abound with necel&ries than want them, in fuch manner, that he that 
has a mind to beftow bis charity upon us, muft fend it betimes or he will have it back 
again. Thefe good citizens not only fupport our convent in this city, but likewife fevc-, 
ral other millions into divers kingdoms, otherwife we could not be able to fublift. 
True it i§, we endeavour to ma’ste fome return of what is rare in thofe places. 

To give farther inflanccs of the goodnefs of this people, I will add a word of the 
governor. When we came hi'-iier, we found Don John«di Sylva in pofleffion of th^ 
government of this kingdom, who fliewed fo entire an affeftion towards us, tha* wnat- 
ever memorials and petitiorfs \vc prefented to him, he forthwith granted ana figned, 
fcarce reading them. It happened that a certain prieft of his own nation coming to afk 
•a favour of him on account of a friend, the governor would by no means ^rant it. 
Whereupon the prieft broke out into thefe words: “You fcarce read the petitions of 
the Capuchins who are ftrangers, but bcfto\v#favours on them; and to us your coun¬ 
trymen you deny all we afk.” To which Sylva replied, “ I do neither open nor re^id 
the Capuchins petitions, becaufe I am wxll affured they will afk nothing but what is fit 
for me to grant; and befides, what they require of me on other people’s accounts, } 
know well to be done merely out of charity, and without any expectation of*a return 
from thofe they oblige.” The fame favour w'e found with the late bilho^, and the pre- 
fent. And to conclude w’ith this matter, I will here tell you a ftory of the aforefaud 
Father Francis: Two fellows going to hanged. Father Francis moved by mere cha¬ 
rity, told the governor, that in cafe he would pardon one of them, he would pilfer death 
in his ftead. The governor anfwered, that if he would be as good-aa his woW, one of 
them fliould prefently be unloofed and fent away ; and if he could find another would 
do the like good office for the other, they fhould both be freed though they were great 
oft'enders. But though this proffer vfas made on Father Francis’s fide, non^ would 
appear on the other; fo that one muft unavoidably die for want of a ‘friar to releafe 
them. When they came to the' place of execution, the governor fent to take the hal¬ 
ter off from Father Francis’s neck, when he was difpofed to die, and knew ncro*'ng of 
any mercy defigned him ; and if Father Leonard de Nardo his companion would have 
done the fame, they had both efraped, but for want of it one was hanged. 

Let us now come to the cuftoms and manners both of the Portuguefe and ftrangers 
that live in this city. They are of three forts ; Firft, thofe that come merely on account 
of God’s fervice, and for no worldly intereft, though thefe are but few. The fecond 
fort are fuch as come to command or trade there, who are many. The third kind 
are likewife no fmall number, though nothing comparable to the foregoing, and they 
are thofe condemned perfons that are fent hither by courts of juftice, amongft which 
the fpiritual courts fend feveral defeended from the Jewiffi race, which are named by 
the citizens New Chriftians ; thefe are kept from coming to the facred functions for 
feveral reafons, amongft which one is for a crime frequently pradifed by them, which 
I lhall forbear to name for fear of offending chafte ears. Notwithftanding this, thefe 
people are the greateft frequenters of churches, and give the moft liberally to oiur con¬ 
vents and poor. 

The women being bred among Blacks, fuffer themfelves to be fo much perverted, 
that they fcarce retain any thing white about them except their fkins; but be this fpoken 
with a refervation of the good of that fex, whereof there are fome few. The worfer 
fort Take upon them to lord it over their hufbands, infomuch that if they will not live 

according 



MEROLLA’s voyage to CONGO. 


5196 

accordii^ to their fandes, they do all they can to drive them out of their houfe8» or 
elfe humble them fc^r, as never to go ojit nor take thdr pleafure in thdr net, and 
under their umbrella, according to cuftom. But ftill the worft is, that while they are 
under this confinement, they choke for want of water, this city having none frern but 
what comes from an ifland about two days journey diftant. This makes good the faying 
of the wife man, Melius cjl habitare in deJertOy quam cum muliere rixosd; “ It is better 
to live in a defert than with a fcolding wire.” l.ikewife in eating the wife and the ihe 
Black generally ftarve the hufband ; upon which occjfion I hear him, raethinks, to 
cry out with the poet, 

O conjux, male grata feni, male grata marito, 

Sola tuis, conjux, dedita deliciis. , 

Some of thefe women keep their hufbaud’s clothes from them, out of a pretence that 
they do not belong to them alone, but to thcii family in general. The law here is that 
what comes by the mother defeends to the daughters, and that bccaufe the fons have where¬ 
withal to maintain them by marriage. Wjjen the maids are marriageable, if their mothers 
carry them to church, they are faid to do fo to fell them, and therefore for the moft part they 
keep them clofe. When they are married, they alio generally keep themfelves up for 
one reafon or other, either on account of being big with child, heat, wet-weather, or 
the like- When they come to be old, they do not care for "being feen for fear of dif- 
covering their .'vrinkles. The better fort go to take the air in their nets, with a carpet 
thrown over them, and attended at lead by twelve perfons: two of thefe carry the 
net, and ttvo more bear umbrellas on each fi|le, and eight Mocamas (Negro waiting- 
maids), four of which hold each a corner of the carpet, and four wall: before to Ipread 
the carpet to kneel on when their miftief. goes into the church. Whenever there is 
any flage-play, or tilting, the women, all without exception, go to ii even though they 
were lick. On Holy-Thurfday they always walk on foot, and w'ithout attendance, which 
they never do at any other time. To obviate fcch diforders, Father Paul da Verefe, 
and our fuperior, obtained of the bifliop that niafs fliould be faid in three different 
churches, viz. in the cathedral, the parilh by the fea-fide, and thirdly in our church, 
two hours before day; at which great numbers afliffed, which was contimu’d in my 
time. At laft a certain perfon happening to be killed corning out of a fufpicious 
houfe, fome ill people took thence an occafion to get this pious and good cuftom 
fuppreffed. 

Of the Mulattoes, bom of a White and a Black, whereof there are great numbers 
here, I can never fay enough. They hate the Negroes mortilly, nay even their own 
mothers that bore them, and do rfll they can to equal themfelves with the Whites; 
which is not allowed them, they being not permitted to fit in their prefence. 

The Mulatto women wear no fmocks nor petticoats, and have only a piece of cloth 
girt under their arms; but this is nevcrthelefs to be meant of fuch as have no known 
fathers. The Mulattoes wear ftockings and breeches, and become commonly either 
priefts or fbldiers, above which condition th^y never rife. It was no fmall trouble to 
me to obferve, that wherever thefe Mulattoes were born, they were prefently defigned 
for priefts. There are great numbers of them, who not knowing how they came into 
the world, or whether they are defeended from Jews, cannot be expeded to be able 
to inftrufl: others- -^To remedy this diforder therefore, the new bifhop brought orders 
firom Rome, that none fhould be difpenfed with as to their irregularity. Of this thefe 
MuUttoes believing us Capuchins to have been authors, by reafon that we had fre- 
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quently preached ag^ft thefe abufes, they bore us a mortal iIl-wilJL.QevertheIefs it has 
never hitherto been in their power to do us any harm. 

Thole among thefe people that are foldiers, and travel about the kingdom, exaQ: as 
much fervice -and refpefl from the Negroes as the Whites, caufing themfelves to be 
carried in nets; and if it fo happened that the Sova or Mani (governor) be not imme¬ 
diately ready to provide them with people for their fervice, or do not treat them as 
they require, they will prefently draw their fwords, and take whatever they can find 
in this governor’s houfe, thougf 'they are going, not about their King’s, but their own 
bufinefs. If pefchance they have occafion to eat on the road, they take whatever 
eatables they can meet with, without thanking the Negro They have them from ; and 
if he Ihould happen to murmur but in the leaft at their injuftice, inftead of making 
him fatisfaftion, they will pay him with baftinadoes and blows. 

Others that turn Pomberos (buyers of flaves), and go up and down in the country 
ior that purpofe, commit a great many unjuftifiable aftions, araongfl which this one 
feems to me moll unpardonable; they will lie with the Negro-women, and get them 
with child; and fome years afterwards rcturnir. g that way, will take thole very children 
they have fo got from their mothers, under pretence of better educating them in the 
city of Loanda; but inftead thereof, at a certain age, do fell or barter them away for 
fuch commodities as flaves are wont to be exchanged for, and thereby grow rich by 
trading in their own flelh and blood, A barbarous cuftom in truth, anc^not luffered 
amongft Chriftians, efpecially where Chriftianity is in its infancy, as it is in thefe parts. 
This is the reafon likewife why the pagans do not come in fafter to be converted, be- 
caufe they obferve how many ill aftions the Mulattoes are guilty of, and yet go un- 
puniflted. 

To prevent in fome meafure this bad cuftom, the governor in my time forbad the 
Mulattoes to trade any more this way, and ordered, that if they had a mind to travel 
any whither, they Ihould pay for the carriage, both of themfelves and their baggage, 
affirming, that if they went on the King’s bufinefs, they would infallibly be paid again; 
but if on their own, they ought to reft fatisfied with the expence. By thefe means 
this mifehief was for a while difeontinued. 

But this abufe would not have been fo much if it had lain only among the Mulattoes; 
the Whites alfo had their lhare in it, and traded like the others in their own flefh. 
This comes to pafs when their black miftrefs brings them forth a child, and being of 
that hue it is naturally a Have, which coming afterwards accidentally to offend, is 
forthwith fold according to cuftom : but the worft is, this is done upon the fmallefl: 
offence, and without any regard to nature or relation. 

A father had two daughtefs, the one a widow, the other a marriageable Mulatto j 
having a mind to marry the latter, he took away the other’s goods, and all flie had to 
give with this Mulatto: the widow in my hearing faid, “ I will not difpleafe ray father, 
let him do what he pleafes, I will never oppofe him; but when he dies I will fell 
his daughter, becaufe Ihe is born of my fla\e, and thus without trouble or conteft will 
recover what is taken from me,” giving her father to underftand as much in a civil way. 
In Ihort, unlefs the father declare one of thefe to be his lawful fon or daughter, they 
are ever looked upon as flaves. 

As to the Negroes which inhabit this city and kingdom, except fpme few that are 
free as being native, they are all flaves to the Whites: fome are fent to the Arimi 
(farms) about one or two days journey off from the city, as to Bengo and Dante, 
which are well watered with rivers, when the other provinces are almoft parched up 
for want of rain, and confeqaently not fit for tillage. The way of manuring the ground 
here is this: th^ caff: up the earth yith fpades into a ridge, leaving thereby a furrow 
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on either fide, intR..yhich, when the riveVs are well filled by rain from the mountains, 
they cut their 4>anlr and let in the water: after it has remained there fome tknej and 
the earth is pretty well moiftened, they let it out agaiiHnto their canals, and clofe up 
their banks. When this is done, after a little while the earth becomes proper for thw 
feed, which, when fown, after three months time is fit to be reaped. Others of riiefe 
flaves are fent to filhing, whereby their matter maintains his family, and fells what he 
has more than fufficient for that purpofe. It is not to be imagined what a great quantity 
of fifli they have in thefe feas, and how cheap they'are to be bought. A great Pro¬ 
vidence truly! for otherwife it would be almott impofllble to fubfitt here, Specially in 
this city. I mutt confefs iri all my travels I never met with the like, though 1 have 
read in Peter Cobero’s voyages, written in Spaniih, that he had been in a country 
bordering upon a river wherein there were fuch great abundance of fiih, that the in¬ 
habitants dried and made bread of them, bones and all. Upon thefe fiih the Blacks 
generally live altogether, whereof the Whites eat fometimes, efpecially a-nights, affirm¬ 
ing they are much eafier to be digefted than fleih. Although thefe fiih have not that 
pleafant tafte which ours in Italy have,'* yet are they neverthelefs well enough liked by 
the inhabitants for want of knowing better. 

Thefe Haves are likewife employed in building, which is commonly very flow. 
Whenever any of their matters have a child born, a houfe is,begun, and goes on no fatter 
than tliat chijd grows. I fpeak this of thofe Whites that are able to build a houfe for 
every child they have. The plaitter here is made of fea-ihells, whereof there are great 
quantifies on thefe fliores. They have furnaces of much the fame make with ours, 
wherein they burn the faid fhells, which make as white and good lime as ours. 

Many of thefe Haves do the office of barbers, wherein they are more expert than 
the Whites, and that not only in the ufe of the feifl'ars and razor, but likewife in that 
of the lancet to open a vein. In ffiort, fome follow one trade, and fome another ; and 
when they have no bufinefs to do for their maftprs, they are hired out at fo much a week 
or month, the profit whereof goes to their matters j fo that he that has molt Haves here 
is always acc6unted the richeft man. 

The current coins here are the Maccutas, being certain pieces of ttraw-cloth of about 
the largenefs of a Iheet of pafte-board each, and which are equivalent to our brafs 
money in Europe. Thofe that correfpond to our filver are the Intagas, beipg pieces ol 
thick cotton-cloth, and of about the bignefs of two large handkerchiefs, and worth 
about eighteen-pence of our money. They have another fort of money called Folingas, 
of cotton likewife, but of a finer fort, and like that which feamen ufe to tie about their 
waitts : thefe are worth three Ihillings and fixpence each. Thofe coins that are of 
greater value, and anfwer to our gold, are the Birami, 'made of fine linen, v'hereof 
each parcel goes for feven fliillings and fixpence or eight Ihillings. No brafs, filver or 
gold coins, arc made ufe of either by foreign merchants or others in thefe countries. 

From the great variety of Haves of dift'erent nations in thefe countries mutt needs 
proceed the like variety and difference in humours and cuftonis; and, although they 
are all Chrittians, yet I obferved that the law of God was not fo religioufly obferved 
amongft them as it ought to be; for that they feemed to me to perform the duties of 
their religion more out of fear of their matters that had inttrufted them, than out of 
any value they^ hjd for divine worlhip. The Ihe-flaves are commonly guilty of a fault, 
which is partly occafioned by the white women, who, not caring to be deprived of 
their Moccamas, will not fuffer them to marry, and therefore they tteal from their 
mittreffes to maintain men to fatisfy their brutal appetites. If they happen to become 
with child, no ffiame is imputed either to them or their mittreffes. For our* parts, ' 
we do all we can to prevent it, and fome ladies fay upon this occafion, that they cannot 
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be always A looking after their flie-blacks; and if any of them ch^ced to be now and 
then with child, they concaved it no great matter of harm: neve^iiliele|s we often have 
them chaftifed both in public and private for thefe and the like faults, and afterward 
force them to marry the perfon that had debauched them. But O what pains do we 
' take to bring them to it, and how many ridiculous arguments and reafons do they bring 
to excufe themfelves from this duty and reftraint! 

There are thofe among thefe flaves that, after they are thus married, will exchange 
their wives with each other for r certain time, alledging, in cafe of reproof, that they 
are not able to eat always of the fame dilh. Thofe of .the women likewife, that live 
out in the country in their made; 's farms, will hire each of them a man, upon condi¬ 
tion that he fhall not leave them till they have a child by him, though they are to main 
tain him all the while he is with them. It is mighty ridiculous to obierve that 'he wo¬ 
men here, contrary to the cuftom of other nations, buy and fell, and do all other things 
which the men ought to do, whilft their hufbands flay at home and fpin or weav? cot¬ 
ton, or bufy themfelves in fuch other effeminate aOiions. Thefe women alfo are fo jea¬ 
lous of their hufbands, that if they fee them bftt fpeak to any other women they are 
prcfently in a flame, and make the place ring where they fo difeover them. I'he 
bifhop ordered, that all mafters of Blacks (liould oblige them to perform the Eafter- 
duty under pain of forfeiting a certain quantity of wax for every one, obliging them to 
bring the certificate of their receiving and confeffmg to their mafters, and theiT all to¬ 
gether to the curate. Thefe, becaufe they are often involved in the immediate occafion 
of fin, make ufe of a crafty deceit to extort abfolution from their Father-jconfefTor: 
which is, that the firfl day of Lent the men part from the women, leading a chafte life 
for the prefent, and then appearing before the prieft, tell him they have left off' their 
lewd courfes, and promife never to return to them. A week or a fortnight after Eafter 
they go about till they are provided with one to fatisfy their luft all the year, without 
having any more to do with thofe they forfook before confeffion. 

Let us come now to the death and burial of thefe people, ftho being of fo many 
different nations, and ihe remains of the pagans, differ likewife in their cites and cere¬ 
monies. As to the manner of their deaths, that may be gueffed at by their lives, ac¬ 
cording to the proverb, Oualis utta, finis ita. As for wLat relates to their burials, I 
have been an eye-witnefs, that in the kingdoms of Cacongo and Angoij they do not 
bury any of their relations, till all the reft of the kindred be gathered together, though 
that be fometinies many days in accomplilhing: being once met, they begin the cere¬ 
mony with feveral fuperft.itious aftions, as killing of hens, with the blood of which 
they befprinkle the hoiife of the dcceafed both within and without, and afterwards 
throw the carcafes of the fafd fowl upon the top of the houfe, affirming, that thereby 
they prevent the foul of the dead perfon from coming to give the Zumbi to any of the 
future inhabitants. The word Zumbi, in the language of the country, fignifies an 
apparition of the deceafed perl'on, they being of opinion, that to whomlbever it fhall 
appear, that perfon will prefdhtly die. I'bis perfuafion has been fo deeply rooted in 
the minds of thefe poor ignorant paiple, tliat the imagination alone oftentimes brings 
them to their ends. We have feen feveral accidents of this kind, iiifomuch that a per¬ 
fon that was before very well in health, lhall iif a hidden die miferably through the 
impreffioi^ of thefe vain dclulions. Thofe that furvive affirm, that the dead perfon had 
fummoned him that died, efpecially where there had been any diflero’^ice betwixt them 
whilft both were living. 

The ceremony of the hens being ended, they proceed to lamenting over the dead 
perfon j and if it fo happens, that any amongft them be not able to weep naturally, 
they have recourfe to art by holding Siliquaftro, or Indian pepper to their nofes, which 
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caufes the tears to flow plentifully, which, without weeping, they, fuffer fo trickile dowil 
their cheeks a%fafblte they pleafe. When they have howled and .wept for fome time, 
they all of a fudden pafs from forrow to mirth, feafting heartily at the expence of the 
perfon that is neareft akin to the deceafed, who all that while lies unburied mV^he 
houfe. When they have fully fatisfied their ungodly guts, they foon forget their de-" 
ceafed friend, and never think of him more: then the drum beats, and they go from 
the table to dancing, and fo the ball begins : when one company is weary, another be¬ 
gins, and not only the kindred, but likewife any othe^rs are admitted to dance. After 
they have done dancing, they retire into appointed places, where, being locked up to¬ 
gether in the dark, they pruftife all manner of abominable pleafures, alledging, that 
at fuch a time it is lawful for them to intermix with each other at liberty. This found 
of the drum feems to be the devil’s fummons to affift at'thefe execrable ceremonies, 
and which thefe people run to with a more than ordinary inclination. It is almoft 
impolTible for the mothers to hinder their daughters, and lefs polliblc for mailers to 
prevent their flaves, who will break down walls, or force iron-bars to come at them. 
As foon as this is done, they apply thrtnfelves to fuperllitious and idolatrous pra£lices, 
and fo from one to the other lor fome time. Wh<;n any mailer of a family dies, his 
principal wife expofes herfelf to all that have a mind to enjoy her; on this condition 
neverthelefs, that none offer to fpeak the leall word in her chamber. 

That thefe abominations are pradifed among pagans is not to be wondered at; but 
would to Go& that thefe Tumbi (funeral ceremonies) were not ufed among fome de¬ 
praved Chrillians, not only in the kingdom of Angola, but even in Luanda itfclf. At 
the time of my refiding here I was told, that not far out of this city fuch enormities 
were committed. Our fuperior, accompanied with one only companion and fome trully 
perfons, immediately ran to prevent them; but being by iiight (tlie propcrcll time for 
thefe hellilli pradlices) he met with the guards, who, o e!! knowing that it was not our 
cullom to go out of the city at that time, unlcfs upon account of doing God fome fer- 
vice, prefently offered‘themfelves to accompany them, which, being rcfufed by our fu¬ 
perior, they perfilled in their refolutions, alledging that otherwil'e fome hurt might hap¬ 
pen to him, and therefore they went along with him. Being arrived at the place w here 
thefe ceremonies were performing, the foldiers, to the end they might the better take the 
offenders, ranged themfelves about the walls, which confilling only of mud anil Hakes, 
they eafily broke down, hooping and hollowing like mad while they were iloing it. The 
wicked^wretches, that were not few in number, perceiving their walls broke dow'§, and 
their houfe furrounded, immediately betook themfelves to flight, leaving only the wife 
of the deceafed behind, who, being obliged by her infernal priell not to llir nor fpeak, 
was eahly taken, and by the governor afterwards, who very well knew what Ihe and her 
company had been doing, ordered to be publicly whipped through the city. 

Ill Maffangano, a garrifon of this kingdom, fo many Hones were hurled at a com¬ 
panion of mine for endeavouring to oppofe thefe people in their wicked ceremonies, 
that he vei^ narrowly efcapeil having bis brains beat out^by them. 

When any great lord, or confidcrable perfon dies, the pagans are accullomed to 
fpread the way where the corpfe paffes v ith leaves and branches. He mull likewife be 
carried in a llraight line to his grave j and therefore if any houfe or wall happened to 
hinder his paffage, it is immediately pulled down. To Ihew themfelves kind to the 
dead, they are 'commonly very cruel to the living, Ihutting up both together in a tomb 
with meat and drink, to the end (fay they) that the dead lord may want fo! nothing 
in his grave: in this they imitate the tyrant Mezentius King of the Tyrrhenians, who in 
Virgil is faiti to join dead and living people together, till the flench has brought 'them 
to one condition. 
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The Giaghi offer up’human facrifices to the dead, as they do Hikewife oftentimes- to 
the living, when they can fuppofe the perfon they intend to honoiMb have occafion for 
a^ance either in war, or any other urgency. 

"Oneof our fathers having underftood that within a certain fepulchre of a great perfon 
among thefe pagans^ there were two people immured alive, went thither in great hade 
to free them from their infernal and noifome dungeon, but found to his great grief that/ 
tliey had fome time before perjflicd. But the wickednefs of thefe people fometimes 
goes further; -for at the death of any of their friends they have been accuftomed to 
kill one of tbeif flaves, to the end that he may go and ferve them in the other world: 
to this fin they will moreover add a lie ; for when we accufe'them and get them correded 
for fo doing, they will excufe themfelves and pretend innocence, affirming they aw 
nothing of the matter, even though we had never fo plain proof of it. An miance of 
this follows: — One of our order having been advifed that a poor Negro was juft 
going to be facrificed as a vidim to his dead mafter, this father immediately ran to 
the wife of the deceafed perfon to prevent it, who perceiving her villany was dif« 
covered, though file at firft denied it, yet aftAwards confeffed it, and gave orders to 
have thofc inhuman proceedings ftopt. In my time alfo there were feveral of thefe 
wicked adions done, but the perfons concerned in them always found fo many fhifts 
and fubtle evafions to conoeal their offences, that we could never proceed methodically 
againll them in order to bring them to punifhment. Now if thefe things are pradifed 
among Chriftians, how can we exped they ffiould be omitted among thofe NegioeS 
that have fcarce heard of the name of Chriftianity. • 

The burial-places among the Pagans are for the moft part in the fields, with fome- 
thing or other placed over them, according to the quality of the perfon that is buried: 
fome have a long and ftraight horn of I know not what beaft fixed over them ; others 
have a large heap of earth raifed upon them j fome have an earthen platter or pipkin, 
or any other veffcl made of earth, fet^ over them; others make harbours over their 
graves, with a thoufand fuperftitious interlacings and interweavings that are performed 
by their wizards : they do not make ufe of a coffin, cheft, or any othei’ wooden thing 
to put the corpfe in, but wrap it up in good cotton linen fewed clofe together, and 
adorned without-fide with feveral fuperftitious fooleries, being at an expence fuitable 
to the quality of the perfon deceafed. As for the poorer fort, they make ufe only of a 
fort of ftraw-mats, after the mode of the country, to wrap their dead bodies in. 

Within the dominions of Sogno every city and province has a certain peculiar place 
with a crofs in the middle, where thofe that have not fatisfied the Eafter-command, or 
that die before they are confeffed, are buried by themfelves, without the miffioners 
concerning themfelves therein. But as for thofe who have received all the facraments 
before their deaths, and have been found to have religioufly obferved the laft Lent, 
they are allowed Chriftian burial, without its being any manner of charge to them. 
Alfo during their ficknefs, and after they are confeffed, we frequently mrnifh them 
with refrefhments out of charity, fuch iis confeiftions of tamarinds, a fruit of the 
country, and the like, both cooling and cordial juleps. Belides this, we have feveral 
Haves belonging to our church which are fkilled in phlebotomy, furgery, phyfic, and 
what not, who all do what lies in their power to recover thefe people when fick, or 
out of order ; this we take care is done for them gratis, to the end,thpy may have no 
occafion to run to the wizards for help. For thofe that are poor and old, fatherlefs, 
lame. Mind, or the like, there is an hofpital built near to our convent, where both 
their fpiritual and temporal wants are fupplied by us as often as there is found occafion, 
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ot that it confifts our abilities. This is a charity which has not a little promoted 
the increafe of ChrHHanity in thefe parts. 

Let us conclude fpcaking any farther of the Tambi, or funeral rites among the 
pagans, with a paflage that happened fome years fince in Benin, a kingdom lying on 
the back coafts of Africa, and towards Guinea, being very near the equinoftial line. 
‘ Father Francis da Romano, fuperior in the kingdom of Ouueri, and Father Philip da 
Figuar, being both here on a miffion, they endeavouj-ed to difturb a certain abomina¬ 
ble facrificc accuftomed to be performed every year to the devil, for the benefit, as 
they alledged, of their dead anceftors. This facrifice fometimes confided of above 
three hundred men, but at prefent there were only five to die, yet thole all of the 
better fort. Thefe miflioners, under the condufl: of a certiin Negro their friend, came 
to the third inclofure capable of holding many hundreds of people: here perceiving a 
great multitude gathered together dancing and finging to divers inftruments of their 
mufic, they clapped themfelves down in a private place, the better to obferve what they 
were going to do. This place happened to be that where they kept the knives defigned 
to perform fo inhuman an aftion. Not being able to conceal themfelves long, they 
were quickly difeovered by thefe wicked wretches, who, coming towards them leaping 
with great indignation, they foon drove the poor fathers out of the place they had fo 
taken polTeflion of. Father Francis hereupon was fo littlfe difmayed, that crowding 
boldly through the thickeft of the Negroes, he was not afraid to reproach their King 
of unheard-of cruelty: fome courtiers hearing this, immediately flew upon him, and 
beating afld ufing him very unmercifully, tore him out of the crowd; when clofing 
up their ranks again, they performed their inhuman facrifice. Afterwards they gave 
their fathers to underftand, that it was their King’s pleafure that they Ihould forthwith 
depart his kingdom. Which command they being not very ready to comply with, 
the next morning they fet upon them again, u ith intention to have killed them ; which 
they neverthelefs did not do, by reafon they ewere informed by two of the courtiers 
there prefent, that the King would have them brought alive before him^ Going there¬ 
fore courageoully to the palace, they were notwithllanding admitted to no other 
audience but Itripes and reproaches in great plenty; and afterwards told, in reviling 
terms, that it was the King’s exprefs order that they Ihould forthwith be gone out of 
his dominions. Notwithftanding which, great numbers of thefe infolent Negroes flew 
upon them like fo many hornets, and hurried them away to a noifome prifon. Here 
they remained no lefs than three months, being buft'etfed, fcoft'ed, and fcorned at all 
the while. At laft, not contented with this ill ufage, they fold them for Haves to the 
Hollanders; who, taking more pity upon them than thef^ infidels had done, fet them 
afliore not long afterwards, fafe and found, in the Prince’s Ifland. Hence they writ 
to the facred college to inform them of what had happened to them ; but were 
anfwered, that the church had already martyrs enough, and but two miflioners in that 
kingdom, and therefore they fliould not for the future expofe themfelves fo much in 
its fervice, but proceed warily among thofe '.lew converts. 

Another perfecution was undergone with cheerful countenances, and undifturbed 
fouls, by two other friars in the ifland of St. Thomas, in their journey to the kingdom 
of Ouueri, contiguous with that of Benin, in both of which there were new miffions 
eftablifhed, and the Father-fuperior, at that time Father Francis da Monteleone, lived 
in the aforefaid ifland. The vice-fuperior. Father Angelo Maria d’Aiaccio, of the pro¬ 
vince of Corfica, together with Father Bonaventura da Firenze, having but juft fet 
footing in the kingdom of Ouueri, they were very courteefufly received by that King. 
This prince was better bred than ordinary, having been brought up amongft the Por- 
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tuguefe, whofe language he was an abfolute mafter of, and could befides write and 
read, a qualification unufual among thefe Ethiopian princes. A^fl; at the firft fight 
of the King, the vice-fuperior broke out into thefe words: “ u Your Majefty does 
defire to have me to continue within your dominions, you muft lay your irjunaions 
on your fubjefts, that they embrace the holy ftate of matrimony, according to our 
rites and ceremonies; and moreover, that whereas now the young men and women 
go naked till they are marriageable, I defire Your Majefty to command that they may 
all go covered.” To which the^King anfwered, that as to what related to his fubjefiis, 
he would take '.are they ftiould comply with his requeft ; but as for himfelf, he could 
never confeni to do it, unlefs h*' were married to a Whitc^ as forne of his predcceflbrs 
had been. But what White would care to marry with a Black, even chough he were 
a crowned head, cfpecially among the Portuguefe, who naturally defpife them.? iLver- 
thelefs the pious Father, trufting in God’s providence to promote his own glory, gave 
no repull'e to the obftinate monarch, but feemed to approve of all he faid. To bring 
this good work to cft'ect, he immediately departed, taking his way towards the ifland of 
St. I'homas, fituaic under the equinodial line, ^nd reckoned one of the nine countries 
conquered by the Portuguefe in Africa. There he made it his bufinefs to enquire after 
a White woman that would marry a Black that was a crowned head. Whereupon he 
was informed that there was one in that ifland, though of ntean condition, whofe 
poverty and meannefs w ere neverthclefs ennobled by a virtuous education, and a. comely 
perfonage. Notwithftanding he was told that this woman was proper fi»r the purpofe, 
yet had he not the courage to fpeak to her uncle about her, under whofe care and pro- 
teftion file was ; but contriving how to bring about his defign, with a lively faith in 
God, one day while he was faying niafs, he turned himi'elf altout to the albrefaid per- 
fon, conjuring him, in the prefence of all the people, in the name and for the fervice 
of the moft high God, not to deny him one requelt, which was, that he would let his 
niece marry the King of Ouueri, which would greatly contribute to, if not totally 
elfebl, the converfion of that kingdom. /Vt the hearing of this, the good man being 
wrought upon by the pious miflioner’s reafons, could not prevent weeping, and bow'ing 
down his head, as a token of his confent. 

The young lady, not long afterwards, having firft taken leave of her relations, fet 
out w'ith fome few Portuguefe, and the miffioner, for the aforefaid kingdom. 

Being juft entered the confines, Ihe was joyfully and univerfally falutcd by the people 
for their Queen, having triumplial arches railed to her, and feveral other demonitra- 
tions of joy paid her by the inhabitants. 

Being arrived at the King’s palace, flic was received by that monarch like another 
Rachel by Jacob, Kfther by Ahafhuerus, or Artemifia by Maufolus ; and afterwards 
married by him, after the Chriftian manner, thereby giving a good example to liis 
fubjefts, who foon forl'ook their former licentious principles, and I'ubmitted to be re- 
ftrained by the rules of the gol’pel, that is, were all married according to the rites and 
ceremonies of the church. 

After four years million into thefe parts*, the aforelhid two Fathers tranfported them- 
felves into the ifland of St. Thomas, partly to prqceed further in the duties of their 
office, and partly to oblige the King, who commanded it. I'his good intention of 
theirs, it feems, the devil envied, for he rtufed up a certain ccclefiallical perfon there 
againft them, who extremely envied our two miflioners. This pei4oi> had been accuf- 
tomed, Jbefore their arrival, to go every fix months to the kingdom of Ouueri to 
baptize that people, which brought him in the profit of a Have 9 . month, and another 
from the King, in coufideration of his charge and trouble; but now finding himfelf 
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deprived of this gaiil for four years, he, together with others not well affeded to 
religion, raifed the, ^f^rueleft perfecution againft thefe poor Fathers that could pfeifibly 
have been thought on. He accufed them to the governor of the ifland for enemies to 
the crown of Portugal, and that they travelled about thofe countries with felfe^afles; 
and moreover, that to his knowledge, and in his hearing, they had debauclM the 
minds of the King and Queen of Ouueri, and befides held correfpondence with the 
enemies of the Portuguefe dominions. All this the governor heard patiently, yet did 
not immediately refolve to have thefe innocent FathersTeiEed; whereupon one of thofe 
that had accompanied the Queen to Ouueri, faid to him, “ Take care, my lord, of 
what you do, left, apprehending thefe apoftolical miffioners, you create a difference 
between the crown of Portugal and the fee of Rome. We are much obliged to thefe 
holy men for raifing our country-woman to a crown.” The governor would not med¬ 
dle with thefe holy men, but ordered them to be fent to Loanda, where there were 
likewife great complaints made againft them by the aforefaid prieft and his adherents. 

Hence they were fent to the tribunal at Lilbon, where, being declared innocent, in 
that they had fufficicnt authority from the crown for what they had afted, their accufers 
were cited to appear to make good, if they could, their allegations; which not being 
able to do, the chief calumniator, the ecclefiaftic, fled to Brazil, and the others to 
other places for protefl:ion. 

Fathar Bonaventura da Firenze, on account of bis great indifpofitions, returned to 
Italy; but Father Angelo Maria direded his courfe anew towards the ifland of St. 
Thomas, where, having performed the part of a good miffionary, atid a good Chriftian, 
teaching by his exemplary life what his tongue omitted, he returned after fome time to 
Lifbon, and died there. Until our coming into this part of Ethiopia, thefe kingdoms 
had not feen the face of any other miffioner; and every time any ftiip came to anchor 
in their harbours, the natives would alk the feamen if they had any Capuchin on 
board. And if they were anfwered that they had not, then would they fly into a 
paffion, and cry out, “ Muft we then always lekd our lives thus like beafts, and never 
have any priefl^s come to teach us better ?” 

Whilft I was at Loanda, they writ to our fuperior. Father John da Romano, to fend 
them fome fpiritual labourer. He fent their letter to the facred college, who writ back, 
that for the prefent Father Monteleone fliould go to the ifland of St. Thomas, and 
build a convent there, to the end that whenever any miffioners came thither, they 
might the eafier tranfport themfelvcs into thefe kingdoms. If there were miffioners 
furacient fent, efpecially from the facrcd college, and the apoftolic fee, I dare be pofi- 
tive they would find the converfion of this part of Ethiopia' eafy enough, the people 
thereof confeffing already, that they believe the fucceffor of. St. Peter to be a moft holy 
perfon, and one that cannot err ; and confequently thofe that are fent by him are like 
him, and therefore they have no fufpicion of the Italians, which would not be in 
refpetl of other nations, in regard to their political ftate. This happinefs, peculiar to 
our nation, gives us authority to go in our habits into their innermoft receffes, which 
priefts of other countries would not be perinitted to do. Neverthelefs the devil, the 
author of all ill, does oftentimes work fo by his minifters, that he gives us fome dif- 
turbance, which, notwithftanding, fignifies little or nothing, great numbers having 
been in few years converted heite. If I fhould fay myfelf, that I have done that good 
office for thoufands and thoufands, I am fure I fhould not lie; for I can be pofitive, 
that of men, women, and children, I have baptized no lefs than thirteen thoufand, 
and caufed very many to marry. The fhort time I did this in, will be the lefs won¬ 
dered at, if the great numbers of people here be confidered j and that, as I have* faid 
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before , in another place, one of our order alone baptized npwar^of fifty thoufand. 
Alfo, Father Jerom da Montefarchio, of our province of Naples, (^ofe pa^ul travels 
and good qualities have already been made knoivn to the world by another hand,) told 
me before his death, that within the fpace of twenty years continuance in thefe 

parts, he baptized above one hundred thoufand perfons, and amongft the reft, the 
^g, or rather Duke of Congobella, tributary to the King of Micocco, together with 
his nephew,*%nd feveral other pei|(ons of quality. 

That thefe fert of people havu* been given to idolatry, and the eating of man’s flelh, 
I cannot deny; but then I inuft affirm, that they readily embrace Chriftianity, and 
reap the fruit of it, as may app ear by what happened to me. Our interpreter had 2 
certain black Have, a very ftr 9 ng fellow, but blind and obftinate to the goqi’ Uiavice 
^as given him by his mafter to abjure paganifni, and embrace the Chriftian faith. His 
anfwer, in defence of his principles, was, Th^ the elephant never eats fait, (fo they 
call baptizm in their language,) and yet he became fat and large, and lived a long 
while. It feems the holy baptifra, in thdr dialed:, is called Minemungu, which is as 
much as to fay, to feafon the bleffed fait. If any one fhould alk, if fuch a one were 
a Chriftian or a Pagan; if a Chriftian, they would anfwer, He is a Chriftian, for 
he has tafted of the fait that has been bleffed by the prieft. You muft obferve, that if 
any of thefe had been baptized with w'ater alone, he would not have been very well 
fatisfied. Now this flave fpoken of before, happening to be grievoufly ficit, 1 went to 
vifit him, and ufing a great many fpiritual arguments to him, found it not difficult to 
convert him. He yielded to my propofals, and was baptized, to the great fafisfaftion 
of his mafter, as well as himfelf, and afterwards married to a Chriftian woman there 
prcfent. The third day after, he died, changing his flavery in this life for a glorious 
liberty in the other. 

To fay that the Negroes, and efpecially Giaghi, are always obftinate and perverfe, 
and man-eaters, is not to be made an objpdion againft them, becaufe our Saviour fays, 
“ Thofe that are well do not ftand in need of a phyficianand the worfe the diftem- 
per, the more need of cure. This will appear by the only inftance of tHe converfion 
of the Queen of Singa; this Queen, with the greateft part of her people, was con¬ 
verted by the great pains of Father Anthony Laudati da Gaeta of our order ; the man* 
ner w'hereof was told me by a Portuguefe captain that was prefent when it was done. 
He faid, the Queen and the aforefaid Father Anthony were ftanding together dif- 
cnurfing, when all of a fudden the friar thus befpoke the Queen : “ Madam, when 1 
behold fo many large imd fruitful valleys, enriched and adorned with ,fo many cryftal 
Itreams, and defended from the injuries of weather by fuch high and pleafant hills, all 
under Your Majefty’s command, I cannot forbear being fo bold, as to alk you who 
was the author of all thefe ? Who fecundated the ground, and afterwards ripens the 
fruit r” To which the Queen, without the leaft hefituiion, readily anfwcred, “ My 
anceftors.” “ Then,” replied the Capuchm, “ docs Your Majefty enjoy the whole 
power of your anceftors ?” “ Yes,” anfwtvred file, “ and much more, for over and 

above what they had, I am abfolute miftrefsof the kingdom of Matamba.” The pious 
ffiar hearing this, ftooped to reach a flender ftraw that lay upon the ground, and having 
taken it up, cried to the Queen, “ Madam, pray do m> the favour to caufe this to 
hang without holding in the air.” The Queen turned away her face, asd looked fcorn- 
fully at a requeft fo infignificant and inconliderable. The friar reinforced his petition, 
earneftly entreating Her Majefty to comply with his defires ; whereupon proffering to 
put it into her hand, Ihe let it ml. Father Anthony ftooped again to take it up, but 
the Qufeen Jiieing the more nimble of the tw’o, got hold of it before him : “ The rea- 
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fon,” quoth the fri^r, “ why the ftraw fell was, becaufe Your Majefty did not com 
mand it not to fell; but now be pleafed to order it to hang of itfelf, without *lielp, irf 
the air.” She did fo, but it would not obey. Whereupon the zealous friar broke out 
into the following expreflions : “ Be it known to Your Majefty, O Queen, that your 
anceftors have no otherwife bcjen authors of thefe feif fields and fprings, than you are 
of thft fupport of this ftraw; but that the great Creator of heaven and earth, Chrift 
Jefus, the only Son of God, and the fecond Perfon pf the Trinity, whofe image you 
have here upon this crucifix, made thofe and all things elfe, that is, was the firft caufe 
of all.” Then the Queen ^humbled herfelf, and bowing her royal head, fubmitted to 
own the truth, embracing the holy feith, wherein Ihe not long after died; and which 
Ihe had before received in her younger days, but apoftatiged from it. 

The Ethiopians are not fo dull and ftupid as is commonly imagined, but rather more 
fubtle and cunning than ordinary, as may appear by what happened to a certain French 
fea-captain at Mina, on the coaft of Africa, which he told me himfelf, and was confirmed 
to me by a Portuguefe of the ifland of. St. Thomas, who was an eye-witnefs of it. This 
captain failing along the coafts where the mines aro, and thinking to exchange his mer¬ 
chandize for gold, was unfortunately made a prize by a Hollander, who feizing his fhip, 
and putting the feamen in irons, carried their captain, under a ftrong guard, afhore 
before/he governor, who for a welcome ordered him to u clofe prifon, loaded with 
irons, and toi be looked after by about thirty ftrong Blacks, where he expetfed nothing 
but death. The chief of thefe Negroes perceiving the prifoner to bear fo manfully 
what was fo wrongfully oft’ered him, by an earneft and ftedfaft look tm him, difcovered 
both his pity and concern for fo great injuftice done him. At laft, being encouraged 
by the gravity and modefty of his countenance, w'hich promifed a great deal of pru¬ 
dence and difcretion, he approached him, and faid to him, “ Since you have done no¬ 
body any harm, and your enemies have behaved themfelvcs immoderately rigorous to¬ 
wards you, not only in imprifoning, but likeMifc in depriving you of your goods and 
life, I offer ipyfelf, led thereunto by a principle of abhorrence of fuch adions, to free 
you.’^ The captain taking heart at this profler of the Negro’s, anfwered him ; “ If 
thou haft courage fufficient to deliver me from death, and conduct; me in fafety to my 
ftiip, I will in recompence reward thee with whatever thou canft alk. But how,” con¬ 
tinued he, “ is it poffible for me to have fo good fortune, when there are fo mtuiy ap¬ 
pointed to look after me ?” “ Leave that to me,” replied the Ethiopian, “ for I do 

not doubt but I lhall be -able, by the help of lix of my companions whom I have already 
engaged, to carry you off fafe to your fhip. The way I have propofed to do it is, by 
making the reft of my companions dead drunk with good wine, which will give us that 
are your friends a liberty to a^f as we pleafe.” He was not long afterwards as good as 
his word, and the fuccefs of his endeavours anfwered his expeftatioa. The captain 
looked upon his dehverer to be rather an angel fent from heaven to his affiftance, than 
a black Ethiopian. As foon as they were got out of the prifon, they made all the hafte 
they could, dircfting their fteps all that r.ight through thick woods and unfrequented 
paths, till at length they got fafe to the port. The Negro went aboa> d the fhip, where 
he acquainted the Dutch guard, that the governor had fet at liberty both the captain 
and his crew, and, therefore,*advifed them to free their prifoners from their fetters, and 
fet them at liberty. The Hollanders immediately obeyed this order, giving credit to 
what word the Negro had brought them, he having been always looked upon for an 
honeft fellow ; and, receiving a fmall reward, departed. " 

The captain feeing himfelf mailer of his fhip, returned his unfeigned thanks to hea¬ 
ven for his prefervation, and then fetting open all his chefts, offered his preferver what 
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Yccompaice he would have: all which the !fe|ro refufed, Slledg^g that what fervice 
ne had done him, was wholly on account of his being a man of honour, and in com* 
miferation of his condition, and not out of any intereft or advantage which he propofed 
to himfidf thereby; and further, that if he pleafed to accept of his and his companions 
fervice, they would follow him wherefoever he went. “ If that be your intention,” 
replied the obliged Frenchman, ‘‘ let us fet fail and be gone, and I Ihall always endea¬ 
vour to proportion my gratitude hnd acknowledgments to your merits.” This faid, the 
feamen did nd^ lyeigh their anchors, but cut their cables, and, hoifting fail at the fame 
time, to avoid falling afrelh into the Hollanders’ hands, llyod their courfe direfily for 
France. The great civilities flicwed both to this Negro and his companions througho«t 
the whole voyage, are not to be expreffed: the feamen would often compliniv it them, 
and efpecially their chief, calling him their deliverer. When they came to land, the 
captain’s relations and friends ftrove which Ihould oblige thele Blacks moft. When 
they had been about three months afliorc, the Negroes advifed the captain to freight his 
fliip anew with»fome rich merchandize and curiqfities, and to fail towards a place called 
Chinea, where they could condufl; him to a port not fubjeft to the Hollanders, and 
known to them, where he might gain what profit he pleal'ed without any danger. Who 
now could have miftrufled the prefervers of their lives ? The captain therefore con- 
fidering of the propofal, and knowing it to be as they had told him, the pl^e they 
named being below the mines, freighted his lliip accordingly, and fet fail«gain towards 
the eaftern coalls of Africa. Coming to an anchor in the ifland of St. Thomas to take 
in frefh provifions, where the wind and current are always fair for Chinea or’Mina, he 
made what hafte he could to put again to lea: at his firft coming out, he had a very 
gentle gale, but flood ready againfl the trade or fettled wind came up, which the Portu- 
guefe call Viracao, which there rifes and falls every fix hours with the tide. Then 
fpreading their fails, the mariners, except the pilot, flecrf man, and another perfon, toge¬ 
ther with the fubtle Negroes, who watched for fonie ill purpofe, fell afleep. One of 
thefe Negroes fet himfelf to cutting of wood, to the end that with the i\oife of the ax 
he might drown what the others intended to do. The others knocked out the brains of 
four of the feamen, together with the pilot, and their dcfigns were to have murdered 
all; but as Providence would have it, the captain hearing of what had happened by 
means of a little boy, fnatching up a cutlafs and two brace of piftols, and finding the 
door bolted without, he was forced to get out at a port-hole; when he came upon deck, 
and faw fome of his men lying dead, and others defending themfelves, he called out to 
wake the reft of the feamen, and then falling on, foon difpafched lour of the Negroes, 
amongft whom was their chipf, whole head was iuftantly cur oft", and his body lent to 
feed the fharks. The three that remained, having firft confcfVed, that their plot was to 
have murdered all the fhip’s crow, and afterwards to have run away to their own country 
with the veffel, boafting what a trick they had put upon the Chriftians of Europe, paid 
the merit of their folly, for they were immediately hanged up at ihe yard-arm. This 
happening in fight of the ifland of St. 'I’hoir.^s, the people from the fliore fired upon the 
fliip to know the occalion of it; but the captain hanging out a white flag, fent his boat 
aftiore to acquaint them how he had been ufed by the Negroes, which extremely fur- 
prifed both the iilanders and Ibme others that heard it ;*but they iwu-e efpecially w'on- 
dered bow thofe fubtle Blacks could liaibour lb ill a defigu fo long. * 'Che captain fur¬ 
ther told me, that after this he would needs go to Sogno to fee the river Zaire, and try 
if he coulB thereby get into the kingdom of the Abyliinians belonging to Prefter-Johii’ 
He w^s informed that that river, by realbn of the great number of iflands in it, and the 
feveral canals and rivers that run into it, wa; not at all fafe for great fhips to fail in: he 
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neverthelefs was refolved to venture to fatSfy himfelf in what he had prbpofec% Being, 
obliged to pafs by the kingdom of Angoij, which lay on the other fide of the river, the 
inhabitants thereof, perceiving a Ihip coming along with fuch people on board as they 
had never feen or heard of before, fent out a canoe to them to tell them they muft come 
and anchor in Capinda, a port of the faid kingdom. ? And likewife having further un- 
derftood, that they were going to make difcoveries up the river, they let them know, 
that if they would comply with their requeft, and cotne to harbour in their port, they 
Ihould thence be conduced in their difcovery, and buy as many flaves and as much 
ivory as they pleafed. But fibove all things they advifed them not to touch upon Sogno, 
affirming that people were enemies to the Whites, and not many years before had made 
a great ^tighter among them. The captain, to fatisfy thefe people, left a boat laden 
with goods with two mariners in it, and failed avray. The Negroes carried them up 
into the country, and divided the merchandize among therafelves. Fifteen days paft, and 
no news was heard of the faid two feamen, nor even of any trade or traffic fettled by 
their means, and yet the Negroes gav: good words, and went daily abohrd the fhip to 
preferve a good correfpondence, drinking and caroufing at the captain's expence. At 
length the Mani or governor of Capinda coming on board himfelf, accompanied with 
five or fix followers, the French captain on a fudden caufed them to be feized and clapped 
under hatches in irons, threatening that unlefs the two mariners with their merchan¬ 
dize were fptedily reftored, he would not only carry them away for flaves, but likewife 
as many others of that kingdom as he could meet. We Capuchins perfuaded the vrount 
of Sogno to do the captain juftice, who, upon the apprehending the Mani and his com¬ 
panions, recovered the feamen and part of the goods. To fatisfy for the reft, the Au- 
goij were ordered to pay twelve flaves; which not coming, the captain fet fail with the 
leven he had got, putting the eighth alhore to conduft the twelve flaves affigned to Sog¬ 
no, where he traded for three hundred flaves, whom he carried to fell in the ifland Hif- 
paniola. The captain himfelf told me he W'ls extremely pleafed that he had got a 
Negro gover^ior to prefent to his King clothed after the fafliion of that country. 

By this relation the reader may perceive that the Negroes are both a malicious and 
fubtle people, and I likewife mult allow that they fpend the moft part of their time 


in circumventing and deceiving ; yet I cannot allow, that becaufe they are a ftubborn 
foil, they muft be left uncultivated j being of fo perverfe a nature as they generally 
are, they require the greater application of inftrudion. But this ftill is to be faid for 
them, that when you come once to eradicate their vicious principles, they feldom or 
never return to their ftate of damnation again. 

Grievous no doubt are the fuflerings of the miffioner^in thefe parts, whether yoh 
confider the length of their travels, their frequent want of ncceflaries, the various 
climates of the countries they p.ifs through, the fuflbeating and infupportable heats, 
efptcially to us Europeans, who fry within our woollen clothes, the travelling over rocks 
and frightful precipices, the often fleeping upon the bare ground, the being perfecuted 
by wizards and fuch fort of wretches, anti fometimes by bad Chriftians; and laftly, 
the lofing fo much blood as we are fain to do to preferve our healths, and a thou- 
fand other inconveniences in life, which cannot be here enumerated; all which are 


neverthelefs pleafing to thofe who undergo them on account of its being for God’s 
fake they fufter, ‘w'ho being a remunerator animarum, both can and will reward them. 

As to my return from Africa, it was truly through mere neceflity, and at which 1 * 
was not a little concerned, when I confidered that 1 muft leave fo much work undone 
behind me, and whereof thofe poor kingdoms have fo much need to condudf them in their 
way to heaven. My departure was principally occafioned by my illnefs, but had! 
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recoveMd my health in Brazil whither I ws going, as I prbpofed to myfclf, my inten- 
^tions \me to have returned once more to Ethiopia; but my recbvery proved fo very 
flow, and I found myfelf fo exceedingly weak, that I laid all thofe thoeghts afide. 
Arriving not long after at Bahia, the principal city of Brazil, I was for a Ihort time 
entertained very courteoufly in s French convent of our order, whofe friars ufed their 
utmoft diligence to procure me»a good captain to tranfport me fick as I was to LUboii. * 
They firft fpoke to a countrymaJi of theirs, and who offered to carry and provide me 
a convenient cabin becaufe I was fick, but 1 muft go as a paffenger, and not as chaplain, 
and that becaufe he would not fubmit to the laws of Portugal, which make it a crime 
for any fliip to fail without om . 1 told him, as I had formerly done the other captai'^: 

at the beginning of my voyage to Africa, that if he would needs exclude me frour the 
duties of my function, I mull neceffarily refufe his offer, being willing to earn my diet 
and paffage, and fo we parted. I was afterwards requefled by the governor of Maflkn- 
gano, who came with us from the kingdom of Angola, and from whom I had received 
leveral civilities in our voyage, to go along with Jhirn to Portugal j I thankfully accepted 
his offer, and in three months’ time, in company of a fleet of twenty-eight lliips laden 
with tobacco and fugars, by the afliftaiice of a favourable wind and good weather, we 
reached the height of Lilbon. 

It being almoff nighi brfore we got near the port, but three of our fliips could get 
in, viz. that I was in, the Frenchman, and another, the reft being to keejj out ^t fea all 
that night, and the gi eateft part of the next day, by reafon the tide was againft them. At 
day-break the phyffeian came on boai d us three, to fee what ftate of health we were in ; 
but before he approached, the Frenchman thinking it had been a cuftoru-houfe Felucca, 
went to hide a certain quantity of tobacco he had in his powder-room, but through a 
fatal mifearriage letting a fpark from the candle fall on one of the bands, the pow'der 
took fire and blew up the poop of the Ihip, whereby the water flowing into the reft of 
the lhattered veffel, it funk in a trice none of the people that were in her cfcaped, 
but only fuch ao could fvvim, and they made ftiift to get 10 fliore, or elfe were taken qp 
by boats. If this Ihip had not funk as ftie did after Ihe was blown up,* what damage 
might llie not have done us that were very near her! Having obl’erveil the great 
efcape I and my fellow-voyagers had, I fell on my knees, and returned my unfeigned 
thanks to the Moll High for our prefervation, and efpecially in that I happened not to 
go in that unfortunate Ihip. This accident was reported about among the vulgar to 
have been a judgment on the faid fliip for not hq,ving a chaplain on board her. 

At length we landed, which we had no founer done, but I and Father Francis da 
Pavia, a chaplain in another Ihip, and my companion all the way from Ethiopia, fell 
down on our knees again to*return heaven thanks for our fafe arrival in Portugal; we 
then V ent immediately to wait on the King, who being gone that day out of the city 
to vifit the Infanta his daughter, we wi re fain to defer that intention. At his return 
His Majefty being informed of our defigns, and having f arce alighted, fent prefently 
for us: but the meflengers not finding us ia the city, came to our convent, where they 
met us and gave us to underltand, that we might go to the court whenfuever we pleafed, 
the King being very defirous to fee us. We loft no time, but immediately repaired to 
court, and were admitted to audience. 

The King’s countenance was extremely pleafmg, and his recejitlon us very friendly, 
ftanding out of refpect to us with his hat all the .while in his hand ;* he kiflbd our 
habits, iiui then began to fpeak of our order and million, and efpecially of us Italian 
miflioners, for whom he faid he had a very particular refpedl, having been often in¬ 
formed how much good we had done, and did daily for God’s fervice j and that 
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although -it was true that he had forbid any foreign prieft to exercife theirfua^n 
within his conquefts in thofe parts, yet he did by no means defign to exclude ® Italiaii 
Capuchins thereby. Thefe words he fpoke not only once, but repeated as often as 
any opportunity offered in difcourfe. 

I muft not forget the civilities fhewed me here by iSignior Nicolo Bonacurfi, a gen- 
tleman of Florence, who took me from our convent Lt Lifbon to tranfport me to Leg¬ 
horn, proffering me withal a neceffary fubfiftence for ttte whole voyage. Herein never- 
thelefs the captain of the fhip oppofed him, telling me that I fhould eat at his table: 
but Signior Nicolo notwithftanding would not be refufed the fending' a fervant along 
with me to wait on me, which I muft own the fellow did with a great deal of obfequi- 
oufnefs and diligence. Signior Nicolo would alfo have lifted a Felucca to carry me to 
Naples; which 1 refufing, he recommended me ti) the Marquis Pucci at Leghorn, to 
the end that he might fee me provided with neceffaries for my farther voyage to Genoa, 
whither I was bound. We not long after fet fail, and arrived at Leghorn in a fhort 
time, whence in a few days I went on board a fhip called the Holy Rofe, and with a 
profperous gale foon got to Genoa. As we were going to enter the port about mid¬ 
night, the wind all of a hidden chopped about full in our teeth, forcing us back to 
fea again. About break of day, while we were making for the mouth of the bay to 
get in, a French man of war was juft coming out, who pevcciving us failed, made up 
to us, keeping to windward; her captain as he came nearer hailed us to fend our 
boat on board, but ours taking little or no notice of him failed on; whereupon the 
Frenchman came up to the windward of us again, giving us to underftand, that being 
we were a man of war like himfelf, he was obliged by an exprefs order from his King 
either to force us aboard or to fink us. At the hearing of this, all our fliip’s company 
were extremely concerned, and that efpecially bccaufe the day before, at the difeovery of 
Genoa, wc had difeharged all our cannon, except thirteen, which we referved to falute 
the holy crofs in the faid city. Our mufquet^ likewife were all laid up in the gun¬ 
room, and our feamen had put on their beft clothes to go afhore; neverthelefs, laying 
afide all fear or delay, two of our officers got ready what arms they had, and ranged 
both pafl'engers and feamen, except only thofe that were quartered at the aforefaid great 
guns, on the decks, in expedtation of the enemy’s being as good as his word, fince we 
had abfolutely refufed to comply with his commands. What a buz and rumour was 
to be heard every where then amongft the armed foldiers and feamen I For my part 
1 almoft thought 1 was in hell, and which put me in mind of that verfe of Virgil’s in 
his fixth i£neid, 

-Stridor feni, tradacqiic catcija:. 

At length to prevent what inconveniences might have enfued fo rafh an engagement, 
the I’rench captain fent his brother on board us to fee who we were, who coming near 
us, and perceiving what preparations we had made for a fight, and moreover hearing 
from us that we were Genoefe," cried out,, “ To what purpofe are all thefe warlike 
preparations, fince there is peace between us and Genoa ?” We anfwered him, that 
at fea we ought always to be on our guard againft accidents we might meet with, and 
for aught we knew his Ihip might be no French man of war, becaufe it was a common 
thing to put out filfe colours. He then demanded what number of men we had on 
board, having perceived a great many on the deck ; wc told him we were four hun¬ 
dred, and in truth we were fo many. At laft he acquainted us, that he hid orders 
from his matter to demand all Frenchmen he could meet with, except merchants, on 
board any vcffel whatever, and defired to know if we had any fuch araongf us; 
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fearcTi made, and all that were found delivered immediately, except a drummer 
who hi^imfelf, fo that much time was fpent before he could be found, but at laft he 
went with the reft. This done, the Frenchman departed peaceably, and left us to 
purfue our entrance into the port, which we immediately did, and being fafely got in, 
call anchor before the city. . 

It might have proved a more tftan ordinary damage to us, had we engaged this French, 
veflel, by reafon that over and ^ovc a great quantity of merchandize of different kinds 
which we had •on board, we had likewife above a million and a half of money belonging 
to merchants, aS all'o a great deal of uncoined and unwronght filver. Our fliip carried 
befides all the money that had oeen collected that year At Spain by the commiffary of 
the croifade, as likewife feveral other fums given in charity towards the canonk’nj^ of 
two faints at Rome. 

As I obferved fome things in my way through the city of Lifbon when I went to 
Congo, fo I cannot help taking notice here of another particular which I heard there as 
1 came back: it was about a law made by the King of Portugal concerning excefs in 
apparel. It feems the French merchants ^i.id'before been accuftomed every year to 
introduce new fafliions in clothes after their own fancies, and drclling babies in them, 
to expofe them to the view of the people, who prefently bought up thofc garments, and 
fo had a new faihion every year,'whereby the fellers were enriched, and the buyers 
impoverifhed; fo that moll of the coin of Portugal fell into the hands of the'French; 
to prevent the exportation whereof, the King railed the value of it. But this he was 
neverthelefs dihippointed in, for the French merchants obferving what had been done, 
raifed the value of their goods proportionably, and the people were fo^ar infatuated, 
that they were refolved tb have them whatever they coll them, 'I'he King feeing this, 
publilhed another proclamation to prohibit his fubjeCls the wearing of any filk, gold or 
filver, and withal commanded them to confine themfelvos to bays, or fuch Huffs as were 
the manufadure of the country, prohibiting alfo foreign hats and llockings. And the more 
to incline his fubjccls to the obferving of this law, he himfelf firlt fet them an example. 
As for what filk, gold or filver the churcli required, he ordered certain commillioners 
to procure what was neceffary for that purpofc from Venice, and elfewhere, but w'hich 
was to be fealed to prevent any greater quantities being imported. By thefe means 
fuperfluous expences have been wliolly banilhed this kingdom and its conquefts; and 
if other nations would take example by them, luxury would not he fo rampant, nor 
vice fo triumphant. More might be faid upon this fubjecl, but 1 fear I have fufficiently 
tired my reader already, and therefore Ihall here conclude tire relation of ray voyage 
into fouthern Africa. 


AN 



312 


MEEOLLa’s voyage to CONGO, 


an appendix to the V6 yage to Congo, &c. 

Lettee front the King of Congo to the Author, upon ^lis arrival at the Port of Ango ij 
Written in Portuguefc, and thus Englijh. 

The Superfcriplion. 

To the very reverend Father, Father Jerom da Sorento, a Capuchin and Apollolic 

Miflioner, whom God prefervc. 

Molt reverend Father, 

I RECEIVED Your Reverence’s kind letter, with a great deal of joy and fatisfadion foi 
the favour Your Reverence has done me. Having underftood your fafe arrival at Ca- 
pinda, I was very glad of it, and do kefeech God always to preferve you in the like 
ilate of health for the future, to the end that we the unworthy fervants of God may 
reap the benefit of it. For ray part I fhall ever be ready to obey all Your Reverence’s 
commands as your fpiritual fon, as will likewifc your fpiritual daughter Donna Potenti- 
ana my mother. We both earneftly defire to our power to (hew our rea4inefs to ferve 
you. JVioft i;everend h’ather, I have comprehended all Your Reverence writ to me, 
extremely well j but, O my Father, I know not how I (hall be able to be fufficiently 
thankful to God for his mercy, in promifing me the fight of your loving countenance! 
Come then fjiteedily and perfonally to the affillance and relief of thofe poor fouls that 
defire to receive bencdiftion from your facred hands. It is moft true what I tell you, 
for our fouls are all on fire to fee Your Reverence as they ought; and therefore, moft 
holy Father, haften Your Reverence’s journey, purfuant to your promife by your mef- 
fenger, that we may receive you with joy and feftivals. I conjure you, proftrate at your 
holy feet, as an apoftolic miflioner and fon of the bleffed St. Francis, to hearken to my 
words. 1 befeech you, let me hear from Your Reverence from Loanda, for 1 have 
feveral important matters to communicate to you, which will extremely contribute to¬ 
wards the increafe of Chriftianity. For this purpofe, I fent my favourite Garzia Mi¬ 
chael to wait upon and condud Your Reverence to my palace. He will bring a (lave 
along with him, whom I beg Your Reverence to accept, though but an inconfiderable 
pcefent. I (hall trouble Your Reverence wdth no more; God preferve you, and I 
humbly recommend myfelf to your holy facrifices. 

Your Reverence’s Son, the Prince of Congo, 

Don John Emanuel Gritho, 

Who treads on the lion in the kingdom of his mother. 

Leinba, Ft. 22. i688. 


1 believe I (hall not greatly difpleafe my reader, if I add here the cuftoms of thefe 
Ethiopians in their eating and drinking at feafts, which they commonly celebrate with 
great numbers, and at night. A great company being got together, they (it round in 
a ring upon the green grafs; which having done, a large thick round wooden platter is 
placed in the midft of them; this platter is called by them Malonga: the eldeft qJ them, 
whom in their language they call Maculuntft, or Cocolocangi, is to divide and difpenfe 
to every one his portion, wliich he performs with that 'exadnefs, that if there happen 
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be a Bit t^er dian ordinary, that is Hkewife divided pri^rtionably among the com¬ 
pany. By^hefe means there are no complaints or murmurs to be heardamongft them, 
but every one is contented with what is allotted him. When they drink, they make 
ufe of neither cups nor glaffes, to the end that every man may have what is judged 
fufEcient for him and no more. The judge of this is the Maculuntu, who holds the 
Moringo, or flalk, to the perfon’s|mouth that drinks; and when he thinks he has 
drank fufEcient, he pulls it away, flliis is pradtifed all along even to the end of the 
feaft. That which feems ftrangeH to me is, that if any perfon whatfoever, man or 
woman, great or Imall, though not known to them, happens to pafs by where the guefts 
are eating, he or fhe thrufts into tl>e ring, and has an equaHliare with the reft, with¬ 
out the trouble of making any compliment, or fpeaking a word. If this ftran^er 
happens to come after the portions are allotted, then is the carver to take fomething 
from every man’s mefs to make up a fhare for him. If it fo chance that many un¬ 
invited guefts come, they all have the aforefaid liberty, and may eat and drink as freely 
as if they had been invited. When the travellers nerceive the platter empty, they rife 
up and go their ways without taking any leave, or returning thanks to the company. 
And though thefe urangers have never fo great plenty of provifions along with them 
of their own, as it very often happens they have, yet do they forfake thcii own for 
that of thefe people. Anothe* thing I much wondered at is, that they never afk thefe 
intruders any queftions, as whence they come, whither they go, or the li^c, bht all 
matters pafs with fo great filence, that one would think that they therein imitated the 
ancient law among the Lochri, a people of Achaia, reported by Plutarch, "h*’. e'l- 
ported that if any one demanded of another what was done, what was in' r t; .- 
like, the perfon that afked thofe queftions was to pay a fine. Locren/tim lex ■ r 

peregre recurfus rogabat, Nunquid mvi, eum mulild qfficiebai. PJut. de t a ■ 
iaudanda. 

It has happened to me, that being about to entertain fome perfons that had h 
ferviceable to me, at dinner-time I obferved the number of my guefts greatly incrcal , ;, 
whereupon afking who thoie new-comers were, they anfwered, they did riot know 
which caufedine to reply, “ Then do ye allow of thofe to eat with ye, who have had 
no fliare in your labour ?” To which all the anfwer I could gel from them was, that 
it was the cuftom fo to do. This charity of theirs feemed to me fo commendable, that 1 
ordered their commons to be doubled, being not a little pleafed to find fo great love and 
amity even amongft pagans. If the like good cuftom were praftifed amongft us, w e 
Ihould not have fo many poor indigent wretches die- in the ftreets, and pther places, 
merely for want, as there almoft daily do in all countries. 

If this cuftom of theirs be (6 well worthy of commendation, another they have no 
lefs deferves blame, that relates to their behaviour towards their w'ives; who being 
C|^ined to work in the fields till noon, whilft their hulhands enjoy fhe|j|||felves at 
hdtne, are obliged at their return to get all things ready ft)r dinner; and if they 
happen to want any thing, they mull either bu.y it out of their own money, or barter 
clothes for it according to the cuftom; 1 fay out of their ow n money, or otherwife at 
their expence, by reafon that the wives here are obliged to fuid their hufbands with 
meat, and they ai’e to provide wine and clothes for them. Dinner being got ready, 
it is firft fet before the hufband as mafter of the family, wdio fits down,riilqne to table, 
while the wife and children wait diligently about him to ferve him in what he wants. 
When he he*: eat as much as he can, the remainder comes to the wife and children, who 
may fit down if theypleafe; yet tl\ey generally Hand, looking upon it to be their 
duty fo to do. But if after all the hulband has a mind to eat the whole dinner, he 
may do it, and nobody can call h"" \ having afked feveral of tliefe people, 

\'OL, .\vi. ' why 
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why they did not admit their wives to fit with them at table} they anfwered me, that* 
women had a portion given them to that purpofe, and that they were bom to fenre and 
obey the men: which perhaps they wouldmot have faid, if they had known what the 
poet Claudian afiirmed, that women were Ijorn to keep up the race of mankind, and 
not to be flaves to men. 

Nafcitur ad fruftum rtiulier prolemq; futuram. | Claud, in Eutrop. 1 . i. v. 330. 

Thefe are good things for travellers, to eat free-coft at other peoples’ tables; but 
fometimes it happens that many are eaten and devoured themfelves by a fort of ferpent 
as big as a beam, which 'they meet in the road in their way to Singa, which by look¬ 
ing on them only kills and confumes them. A perfon that was aifaulted by one of 
thefe prodigious ferpcnts, happened by a lufty ftroke of a fcymitar, to cut him in 
two. The monfter having been thus cruelly ufed, and yet not killed, being you may 
imagine not a little enraged, lay upon the catch among the thick bufhes, to revenge 
itfelf on its enemies; and foon after two travellers happening to come by, it imme¬ 
diately crawled out, wounded as itVas, and feized upon them, devouring them almofi: 
whole. I’he neighbours thereabout hearing what had happened to thofe two men, 
refolved to fally out in a numerous body upon this maimed monfter ; which they not 
long afterwards did, but could never meet with it. At laft a Portuguefe captain taking 
a c6nfiderable number of men along with him, armed with mufquets, fet forth in 
fearch of*the ferpent; but not difcovering it, prefently he let all the company march 
on before, and ftaid hiinfelf behind a little. The ferpent perceiving him alone, con¬ 
fiding in his remaining force, crept out of his hole to leap upon him; the affrighted 
Portuguefe cried out at the fight of it, and moft of the people that were gone before, 
returning in great hafte, fent fo many bullets into the monfter’s body, that they foon 
difpatched it, after it had been the death of fo many unfortunate paffengers. 

From the death of this monfter, I proceed to fpeak of the fuferings of two of our 
miffioners, caufed to be dragged by the count of Sogno, and then expelled his 
dominions. Thefe two Fathers were. Father Andrew da Buti, and Father Peter da 
Seftola. The then count’s name was Don Pedro de Caftro, who fa^|fcg for them 
into his prefence, and they obeying his commands, he thus fpoke to mem; “ How 
comes it to pafs. Fathers, that amongft the pagans there is rain enough and to fparc, 
and we Chriftians have had not the leaft drop ? What can the caufe of this be, and 
whence does it proceed ?” The people affirmed that the want of rain proceeded from 
fome relidts Father Andrew had by him, and that they could expedt none as long as 
he kept them. The count upon this immediately commanded him to throw tliem 
away, and that if, during all the next day there was nat fome rain fell, both he and I# 
companion muft look to themfelves, and cxpedl to be very ill-ufed. At that time the 
ffiy waMMftremely clear, and fo continued till' about midnight; when all of a fudd^iB 
the heaWns began to be overcaft, and the clouds poured down fo plentiful a ffioww^ 
as was fufficient alone to prepare the earth for feed. Notwithftanding this, which had 
happened through the foie prayers of the two miffioners, the count not caring to have 
them any longer within his dominions, ordered them to undergo the oath of Chilumbo, 
to prove that they were innocent; but they thinking fuch a trial the moft diabolical 
that could pcjflibly be imagined, abfolutely refufed to fubmit to it; whereupon they 
were immediately feized, and moft inhumanly mifufed, dragged about, and all they 
had taken from them. He that was handled worft was Father itfuti, who died not 
long after of his hurt in the kingdom of Binquella the place of his miffion. This rela¬ 
tion is to be found confirmed by Father Cornelius van Wouters, a Dutch Francifean 
friar, V'ho affirms it as an eye-witnefe. 

n 
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The Explanation of fame few Conghefe Words inferted in this Workf and made Fnglijb for 

the Eafe of the Reader. 


ACCALA, a man. 

AfFua, a dead corpfe. 

Agariaria, a fort, of wood and fruit that 
ferves to relieve a pain in the fides. 

Alacardo, a fmaller fort of crocodile. 

Alcatrici, birds each as large .as two hens. 

Aliconde, a fort of exceeding large hollow 
tree. 

Almefega, a tree which diftils a liquor like 
unto frankincenfe. 

Bada, a kind of unicorn. 

Baia, the city of San Salvador, or St. 
Saviour in Brazil. 

Bicoma, a fort of nutmeg-tree. 

Birame, cotton-cloth that goes current for 
money. 

Bolungo, a fort of oath, or way of trial 
among the wizards. 

Boma, a very large kind of ferpent. 

Bonghi, or Libonghi, a fort of money. 

Bordoni, plants fomewhat like vyies. 

Caboccos, children born of a White and a 
Brazilian. 

Cacchio,^ bunch-of fruit as large as a 
man cOTcarry. 

Cacazumbu, a wizard. 

Candoua, a boat. 

Capaffa, a wild cow. 

Cappaiva, a tree which yields oil. 

Cariabemba, the devil. • 

Cafciii, a fruit like an apple. 

Cazacaza, kidney-beans. 

Chegilla, precepts to be obferved, impofed 
on children by parents. 

Chicheras, a fort of tree with leaves of a 
drying nature. 

Chigongo, a fort of phyfical purging wood. 

Chilumbo, another oath or manner of trial 
among the wizards. 

Chinfu, a pot or pipkin. 

Chifecco, wood of a cooling nature. 

Cocco, the palm-fruit. 

Cociilocangi, the oldeft of the company 
that carves at meals. 


Colas, a red fruit which is to be eaten 
before one drinks. 

Copras, a fort of venomous ferpents. 
Coricas, hen-parrots. 

Dongo, all fohs of flelh or filh. 

Donno, a fort of fruit that fmelk uke 
cinnamon. 

Evanga, a prieft. 

Eguandi, the mother. 

Emba, a fort of palm-tree that yields oil. 
Embambi, a ferpent which kills with its 
tail. 

Embetta, a fort of palm-wine exceedingly 
refrefliing. 

Embuchi, a kind of mufical mftrflments. 
Engulamafi, a fyren or mermaid. 

Engulo, a wild-boar. 

EngulTu, a parrot. 

Eutaga, cloth girt about the waift. 

Fuba, millet-flower. 

Fumu, tobacco. 

Ganga, a fort of fuperlKtious oath or trial. 
Giaghi, a people who practife forcery more 
than ordinary. 

Gnam, a great root that is eaten. 
Guaiavas, a fruit like a pear. 

Guria, eating. 

Impallanche, hearts with long wreathed 
horns. 

Jlmpamguazze, wild-cows, 
fneubii, a goat. 

Inzangu, a fpade. 

Mabocche, plants like unto orange-trees. 
Maccacchos, monkeys or aMS. 

Maccutas, fort of ftraw-clotn which goes 
current for money. 

Macoluntu, the oldeft in the company 
that carves to the reft. 

Mafucca, a governor. 

Malonga, a wooden plattqr. 

Mamao, a fruit like a mebn. 

Maneba, a fort of palm. 

Mandioch, a root whereof flower is made 
for bread. 

Mingas 
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Mangas, a tree whofe boughs hang dovm 
to the ground, and take root again 
therein. 

Mani, a lord or governor, 
j^animuncd, baptifm. 

Mafa, water. 

Maffamambala, the great millet. 
Maffamambuta, Indian wheat. 

Mattari, ftones. 

Melaffo, palni-wine. ' 

Melaffo Manputo, grape*wine. 
Migna-Migna, a tree good againft poifon. 
Mil^gas, glafs^coral. 

Modello, a garment. 

Molecches, a general name among ^the 
Negroes. 

Mondelli, white. 

Moringo, a flafk. 

Muana, a fon or daughter. 

Muccacamas, Negro waiting-ramds that 
wait on the Portuguefe women. 
Mulatto, one born of a White and Negro 
woman. 

Ncafla, a fort of tree. 


Ncocco, a kind of large beaft. 
Neubanzampuni, wild nutmegs. 

Ngamba, a fort of little drum. 

Nicefi, a fruit with a crucifix marked in 
the middle of it. 

Nfambi, a kind of wind-mufic. 
Oluchucue, an oath among, the wizards. 
Pompero, a buyer of flayes. 

Pompo, a market-place. ‘ 

Quilumbo, a market. 

Sagoris, littlf apes or monkeys. 

Soraacca, a fmall Ihip or fmacL 
Soua, lord of any place. 

Surfu, the hen. 

Tambi, funeral ceremonies for dead rela¬ 
tions. 

Toto, the earth. 

Tubarcos, inhabitants of Brazil. 
Tuberone, a fiSh not unlike the fliark. 
Tubia, the fire. 

Zabiambunco, God. 

Zacre, a large fpadous river. 

Zerba, an aftimal like unto a wild male. 
Zimbo, money of fhells. 
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THE 

strAnge adventures 

OF 

ANDREW BATTEL, of leigh, in essex, 

» 

SENT BY THE PORTUGUESE PRISONER TO ANGOLA, 

WHO LIVED THERE, AND IN THE ADJOINING REGIONS, NEAR EIGHTEEN YEARS. 


Andrew Battel., his Voyage to the River rf Plate, who, being taken on the Co»Ji of Brazil, 

was fent to Angola. 

TN the year 1589, Abraham Cocke, of Limehoufe, began his voyage toward the 
river of Plate, with two pinnaces of fifty tuns each : the one was called the May- 
morning, the other the Dolphin. We failed from the river Thames the 20th of 
April, and the 26th of the fame month we put into Plymouth, where we took in feme 
provifion for the voyage. The 7th of May we put to fca, and with foul weather were 
beaten back again into Plymouth, where we remained certain days, and then proceeded 
on our vowjwe: and running along the coaft of Spain and Barbary, we put into the 
road of SaiWa Cruz, and there fet our light-horfe-man together, which we carried in 
two pieces; Abraham Cocke made great account thereof, thinking that this boat ihould 
have made his voyage. This done, we put to fea, and running along the coaft of 
Guinea, we were becalmed, owing to our feeing fo near the coaft. 

Here our men fell fick of the feurvy, in fuch fort, that there were very few found ; 
and being within three or four degrees of the equinotftial line, we fell in with the 
i^Cape de las Palmas, where we had fome refreftiing, wherewith our men recovered. 
The people of the Cape de las Palmas made much of us, faying they would trade with 
US; but it was but to betray us, for they were treacherous, and were like to have taken 
•our boat, and hurt fome of our men. From this cape, we lay fouth-weft off, but 
the current and the calms deceived us; fo that we were driven down to the ifle of 
St. Thomas, thinking we were farther off to the fea than we were; and being in dif- 
trefs for wood and water, we went in on the fouth end, between San Tome and the 
iflands Das Rolas, where we rode very fmooth, and with our hght-horfe»man went 
afhore, thinking to have watered, but we found none in the ifland; here we found 
great ftore of plantains and oranges. We Found a village of Negroes, tvhich are fent 
nom San Tome, tor the Portuguefe of San Tome to ufc when their {laves be fick or 
to lend them thither to get their ftrength again, for the iflands are very fruitful; 
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and though there be no frefli water, yet they maintain themfelves with the wine of the 
pahn-trees. Having refreflied ourfelves with the^ fruit of this ifland, we burned the 
village; and running on the call fide of San Tome, we came before the town, but we 
durft not come near, for the caftle fhot at us, which hath very good ordnance in it. 

" Then we lay eaft by fouth of the main, and in tweijty-four hours we had fight of the 
Cape de Lopo Gonfalves-; and being within three Ifcagues of the faid cape, we call 
about and flood again toward the ifland of San Tome, and turned upon the weft fide 
of the ifland; and coming to a little river, which runneth out of the mountains, we 
wentonihore with our light-horl’e-man, with fix or feven butts to fill with water. But 
the governor had embofked one hundred men of the ifland; and when we were on 
fhore they came upon us and killed one of our men, and, hurt another: wherefore we 
retired to our boat, and got aboard. 

Then Abraham Cocke determined to fetch the coaft of Brazil, and lay wcft-fouth- 
well into the fea; and being fome 'fifty leagues oft', we fell into a fcull of dolphins, 
which greatly relieved us, for they fvllowed our fliip all the way, till we fell in with 
the land, which was about thirty days; and running along the coaft of Brazil, till we 
came to Illha Grande, which Hands in five degrees fouthward of the line: we put in 
between the ifland and the main, and hauled our fliips afhore, and wafhed them and 
refrefhe^ ourfelves, and took in frefh water. In this ifland'are no inhabitants, but it is 
very frmtfuL After being here about twelve days there came in a little pinnace, which 
was bound to the river of Plate, which came to water and get fome refrefliment: and 
■sprefently'we went aboard, and took the Portuguefe merchant out of the pinnace, who 
told Abraham Cocke that within two months there fhould two pinnaces come from the 
river of Plate, from the town of Buenos Ayres. 

From this town there come every year four or five Caravols to Baliia in Brazil, and 
to Angola in Africa: which bring great treafure, and which is tranfported over-land 
out of Peru into the Plate river. 'I’hen Abraham Cocke, defirous to make his voyage, 
took fome of the Dolphin’s men into his fhip, and fent the Dolphin home again, 
which had not as yet made any voyage. This Portuguefe merchant took us to a place 
in this ifland where there was a banifhed man, who had planted a great mal^ plantains, 
and told us, that we might, with this fruit, go to the Plate river, for our provifions 
were almoft all fpent. 

"With this hard allowance we departed from this ifland, and were thirty-fix days 
before we came to the Klc of Lebos Marinos, which lies at the mouth of the river 
Plate. This ifland is half a mile long, and has no frefh water in it, but abounds in feals 
and fea-morfes; fo much that our light-horfe-man could not get afhore for them, without 
beating them with our oars. The ifland is covered with *them. 'Upon thefe feals we 
lived about thirty days, lying up and down the river, and were greatly diftrefled for 
want of other food. 'W'e then determined to run up to Buenos Ayres, and with our 
light-horfe-man to take one of the pinnaces that rode at the town. When being fo high 
up the river at the town, we had a great 'ftorm from the fouth-weft, which drove us 
back again, and forced us to ride under Ifla Verde, that is, the Green Ifland, which 
lies in the mouth of the river on the north fide. 

Here we were in fuch a diftreffing condition for want of provifion, that we gave over 
the voyage, and came to the northward again, to the ifland of St, Sebaftian, lying 
imder the tropic of Capricorn. There we went afhore to catch fifh, and fome went up 
into the woods to gather fruit, for we were almoft all famifhed. There wds at that 
time a canoe full of Indians, that came from the town of Spiritu Sanfto. Thefe 
Indians landed on the weft fide of the ifland, ^d came through the woods, and took 
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five of US, and carried us to the river Janeiro. After this misfortune, our captain 
Abraham Cocke went to fea, and was never heard of more. 

After we that were taken had remained four months in the river Janeiro, one Tomer 
and I were fent to Angola in Africa, to the city of St. Paul, fituated nine degrees to 
the fouthward of the equinoftii! line. Here I was foon taken out of the lliip, and put 
in prifon, and afterwards fent up the river Quanfa, to a garrifon town, a hundred and 
thirty miles up that river. After having been there two months, the pilot of the 
governor’s pinnace died, and I was commanded to take her down to the city, where I 
foon fell ill, ahd lay eight months fo. Here I was much hated, becaufe I was an Eng- 
lifliman. But being at length recovered, Don John Vlurtado dc Mtndo^a, who 
then governor, commanded me to go in a pmnace to a place called Zaire. ' ,1 the 
river Congo, to trade for’elephants’teeth, wheat, and palm-tree oil. This place is 
fifty leagues from the city to the northward ; at the mouth of the river is an ifland, 
called ille Calabes, which had at that time a town in it. Here we laded our pinnace 
with elephants’ teeth, wheat, and palm-tree oi^, and then returned again to the city. 


His trading on the Coafl ; Offer to efcape, Imprifonment : his fending to Elambo, and Bahia 
^ Das Vaccas : many Jirange Occurrences. 

THEN I was fent to Longo, which is fifteen leagues to the northwa?d of Zaire, and 
carried fuch commodities as are fit for that place; iuch as long glafs-beads, round blue 
beads, feed beads, and looking-glalfes; red and blue coarfe cloth, and Irilh ru^. 
Here we fold our cloth to great advantage, getting at the rate of three elephants’ teeth,' 
which weighed on an average one hundred and twenty pounds, in exchange for one 
yard of cloth. We bought a great quantity of palm-cloth, and elephants’ tails. In a 
little time we laded our pinnace. With my fuccefs in this voyage the governor was 
much pleafed, and promifed me my liberty, if I would ferve him. In this manner I 
continued trading in his pinnace on the coaft for two years and a half.. 

Aboi( that time there came a veffel from Holland to the city, the owner of which 
promifed to carry me away; and when they were ready to depart, I went fecretly on 
board, but I was betrayed by fome Portuguefe, who belonged to the veffel, and fetched 
on Ihore by the fergeants of the city, and put in prifon, where I lay in irons two 
months, expedling the governor would have me put to death; but this expefiation 
was changed into a feiHence of banifliment for life to the fort of Maffangano, to ferve 
in the conqueft of thofe parts. Here I led a wretched life for the fpace .of fix years, 
without any hope of ever* feeing the fea again. 

. In this fort were fome Egyptians and Moors, who like myfelf were banilhed her4 
To one of the Egyptians I opened ray mind, by telling him it were better to venture 
our lives to effeft our liberty, than to live in fuch wretchednefs here; he i^med as 
willing as myfelf to make the trial, and, likewife told me he would get ten of his com* 
panions, three Egyptians, and feven Portuguefe, to join us. That night we all met, 
and having taken the beft canoe we could find, went down the river Coanza; and 
having proceeded as far down as Mani Cabecli, which is a little lordfhip in the pro¬ 
vince of Elambo, we went on fhore with our twelve inufquets, powder, and fhot. 
Here we funk our canoe that it fhould not be difeovered where we'wdnt on fhore. We 
mads a little fire in the wood, and roafted fome wheat we had brought from Maffan¬ 
gano, which was all the provifion we had. 

’ AS 
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As foon as k was night we pUrfued our journey, and travelled the whole night and 
the next day without any water to quench our thirft ; the fecond night we were not 
able to proceed, and were fain to dig and fcrape up roots of trees and fuck them to 
keep life in us. The third day we met with an old Negro, who was travelling to Mani 
Cabech j we bound his hands behind him, and made him lead us the way to the lake 
of Cafarda j and continued to travel the whole day in extreme heat till we came to the 
Banza, or town of Mani Cafanfa, diftant about twelt4 leagues from the city of St. 
Paulo. Here we were forced to alk for water, but they would not let us have any; on 
which we determined to make ufe of our fire-arms to obtain it; which they perceiving, 
called their lord Mani Cafanfa, who gave us fome water and fair fpeeches, defiring we 
might flay all night, but as this was only to betray us, we immediately departed, and 
got to the take of Cafanfa, where we refted that night. 

The fourth night we came to the river which is toward the north, and palled it with 
great danger, for there are fuch a quantity of crocodiles in this river, as make it dan¬ 
gerous for a man to come to the river fi^e where it is deep. The fifth night we came 
to the river Dande, and had travelled fo far to the eaftward that we found ourfclves 
near the Sorras, or mountains of Mantbangono, where a chief lives who makes war 
againft the King of Congo, to whofc territory we were going. Here we palTed the 
river, and refted half the night: and being about two leagues from the river, we met 
with fome«Negroes, who alked us where we were going ; we told them to Congo; they 
faid we were ^oing wrong, and that they were Maflicangos, and would take us to 
Bamba, where the chief of Bamba lived. We went about three miles with them, but 
perceiving by the fun that we were going wrong, would go no farther that way, and 
turned back to the weftward, on which they ftood before us with their bows and arrows 
ready to fhoot at us. But we being determined to pafs through them, difcharged fix 
mufquets together on them, which killed four, and fo furprifed the reft that they 
retired very precipitately. Neverthelefe they turned back, and followed us four or five 
miles, and hurt two of our companions with their arrows. The next day we came 
to the borders of Bamba, and continued travelling all that day. At night we could 
hear the furge of the fea. The morning of the feventh day, we faw the captain of the 
city purfuing us with horfemen, and a great number of Negroes. Hereupon the feven 
Portuguefe being terrified, hid themfelves. The four Egyptians and myfelf thought 
to have efcaped, but they followed us fo fall that we were forced to take Ihelter in a 
little wood, where they foon difcovered us and fired a volley of fhot at us, which made 
us difperfe. 

Finding myfelf all alone, I bethought myfelf that if the Negroes Ihould catch me 
in the woods they would kill me, wherefore thinking to do Uhtter with the Portuguefe 
and Mulattoes, I came out of the wood with my mufquet charged, making little 
account of my life. The captain knowing we had been twelve, called to me and faid, 
“ Fellow-foldier, I have the governor’s pardon, if you will fubmit you lhall receive no 
hurt.” I with my mufquet ready, anfwered ,him, that I was an Englilhman, and had 
ferved fix years at Maflangano in great mifery; and travelled in company with the 
Egyptians and Portuguefe, but was now alone ; “ and rather than be hanged, I will 
die here amongft you.” On which the captain came up to me and feid, “ Deliver 
thy mufquet to one pf the foldiers, and I proteft, as I am a gentleman and a foldier, 
to fave thy life, for thy courageous behaviour,” whereupon I gave up my mufquet 
and fubmitted. 

The captain then commanded all the foldiers and Negroes to fearch the woods for 
the others, with orders to bring them out alive or dead. They foon found them, smd 

i I brought 
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v)ut. Then they took us to the city of St. Paulo, where the three 
Egyptians and I lay three months in prifon, with collars of iron round our necks, and 
great bolts on our legs, and in odier refpefis were very hardly ufed. 

About this time the governor fent four hundred men, that were banilhed out of 
Portugal, up into the country on Elambo. About this time I was, by proclamation 
made through the city, banifhed^ for ever to (he Wa, and fent with thefe men to So- 
wonfo, who is a lord that obeyeth the Duke of Bamba ; from thence to Samanibanfa, 
and afterwards to Namba Calamba, who is a great lord that refilled us; but we fet fire 
to his town and burned it, after which*he not only fubmitted but brought three thou- 
fand warlike Negroes to us. From thence we went to L'Alancango, a little lord who 
oppofed us ftoutly, but was at length obliged to fubmit; from thence we wis.ii. to 
Cembrecaianga, where w^e remained two years, during which time we were often en¬ 
gaged in wars with the neighbouring Hates, which at length we brought to fubmit. 
■\Ve were now fifteen thoufand ftrong, and with this force marched to the Outeiro, 
or mountain of Ingombe; but firft we burned, all Ingafia, which was his country, 
and then we came to the chief town of Ingombe, which is half a day’s journey to 
go up. 

This lord came upon us with more than twenty thoufand bows, and did us great 
damage ; but returning thcii afl'ault with our fire-arms, we made great havock amongft 
them, whereupon he retired up into the mountain, and fent one of his captain# to our 
general to fignify that the next day he would obey him. Accordingly the next day 
he entered our camp in great pomp with drums, Petes, and Pongoes or Waytes, and 
was royally received by us. Here he made great prel'ents, by which he greatly enriched 
our general, and thole with him. On the top of the mountain is a great plain very 
fruitful in palm-trees, fugar-cancs, potatoes, and other things; befides great quan¬ 
tities of lemon and orange trees. In this place is a tree called Engeriay, which bears 
a fruit as big as a Pome-water, and contains a Hone which is a remedy for the windy 
cholic, which was not known to the Poftuguefe. Here is alfo a river of frelh water 
that fprings out of the mountain, and runs through the town. After having llaid here 
live days weimarched up the country, continuing to burn and deftroy for the fpace of 
fix weeks ; and then returned to Engombe again with a great quantity of Haves, Iheep, 
and goats, befides a great many Margarite-ftones which pafs as current money through 
the country. Here we pitched our camp, a league from this pleafant mountain, and 
remained there twelve months. Here I received a lliot in my right leg, and many 
Porcuguefe and Mulattoes were carried to the city to be cured. 

The governor then fent a frigate to the foutliward, with fixty foldiers, among which 
' number I was one, with all kind of commodities. We turned up to the fouthward, 
till we came into twelve degrees, where we found a fair fandy bay. Here the people 
brought us cows, Iheep, wheat, and beans •, but we did not ftop long here, but went 
to Babia das Vaccas, that is the Bay of Cows, but which the Portuguefe call Babia 
de Torre, becaufe it has a rock like a tower.^ Here we rode on the north fide of the 
rocks in a fandy bay; and dating our ftay, bought a great number of cows and Iheep, 
which latter are much bigger than our Englilh Iheep. We likewife purchafed fome 
copper; alfo a kind ol fweet wood called Cacongo, which the Portuguefe much 
elleem; and alfo a greM quantity of wheat and beans. Having ladqp our bark, we 
fent lier home, but fifty of us llaid on Ihore, where we made a fmall fort of rafters of 
wood, as a fafeguard againll the treachery of the people, who are not to be trufted. 
In the courfe of feventeen days, we had collected five hundred bead of cattle. Soon 
after, the governor fern three Iliips to take us and our cargoes to the city. 
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In this bay many fliips may ride with fafety, and refrefh. The Portuguefe carracks 
have of l?tte failed along the coaft, and come to the bay of this city to water and aefreih 
themfelves. The people are called Endallanbondo8,^who being under the reftraint of 
no laws, are very treacherous; which makes it very neceflary for ihofe who deal with 
them to be very much upon their guard. They are'fuch great cowards, that thirty or 
forty men may go up the country and drive down whole herds of cattle, without any 
danger of oppofition from them. We purchafed the cattle with blue glafs-beads of 
about an inch long, which are called Mopinde^ and paid at the rate of about fifteen 
of them for one cow. ‘ 

This province is called Dombe, and has a ridge of high Sierras or mountains, that 
llretch from the mountains or Sierras of Cambambe, in which are,mines lying along 
the coaft, fouth and by weft. Here is alfo a great quantity of fine copper, but they 
work no more than they want for, themfelves. I'he men wear Ikins about their 
middles, and beads about their necks. They ufe bows and arrows, and darts of iron. 
They are beaftly in their manner of «^iving. 

Their women wear a ring of copper about their necks, which weighs fifteen pounds at 
the leaft, about their arms little rings of copper, that reach to their elbows, about their 
middles a cloth made of the Infandie tree, which is neither fpun or wove, and on their 
legs rings of copper that reach to the calves of their legS. 


Difeevery of the Gagas, their Wars, Man-eating; overrunning Countries: his Trade 
with them, betraying, efcape to them, and living with them, with many Jirange Ad- 
ventures: and alfo the Rites and Manner of Life obferved by the Jagges or Gagas, 
which no Cbrijlian but this Author could ever be acquainted with before. 

IN our fecond voyage, turning up along the coaft, we came to the Morro, or clifi, 
of Benguela lying in twelve degrees of fouth latitude. Here we faw a mighty cape 
of men on 'the fouth-fide of the river Coua: and being defirous of knowing what they 
were, we went on fliore in our boat, and prefently there came to the number of five 
hundred of them to us to the water-fidc. On our alking them who they were, they 
told us they were the Gagas, or Gindes, that came from the Sierra de Leon, and 
paffed through the city of Congo; and travelled to the eaftward of the great city of 
Angola, which is called Dongo. The great Gaga, their general, came down to the 
water-fide to fee us; for he had never feen any white matji before. He alked, where¬ 
fore we came; we told him we came to trade upon the coaft: on which he bid us 
welcome, and invited us to come on fhore with our merchandize. In the courfe of 
feven days we laded our ftiips with the flaves we purchafed, which did not coft us more 
than a rial each, which in the city would be worth twelve millie-reys. 

Being ready to go away, the great Gaga requefted us to lend him our boat to take 
him and his men acrofs the river Coua, for he was determined to overrun the realm 
of Benguela which lay at the north-fide of that river, to which we confented, and 
went with him to his camp, which was entrenched with pales of wood. We had 
houfes and other accommodation provided for our reception. 

The next looming, before day, the general had^his Gongo, which is an inftrument of 
war like a bell, founded, and made an oration with a loud voice, accompanied with 
fuch courageous and vehement fpeeches, as could hardly be expeded among fuch 
heathen people, declaring that he would deftroy the Benguelas: which fpeech had fuch 
an effefi; on the people, that they immediately took to their arms and marched vfith him 
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to the river*(^e, where he had provided Gigangos}' fuch was their ardour that the 
genefel was obliged to ufe force reftrain it and keep them back. We carried over 
eighty men at a time, and with .ur mufquets beat off thbfe who attempted to oppofe 
our landing, in which attempt fo.;}ie were flain : and about twdve o'clock all the Gagas 
had got over. , 

Then the general commanded all his drums, Tauales, Gongos, and other warlike in- 
ftruments, to ftrike up, and give the onfet, which was made with fuch Vehemence, 
that the Benguelas were forced to give way and turn their backs. A great num¬ 
ber were flain, and the reft, including women and children, made captives. Their 
leader the Prince Hombyangymbe, with more than a Ifundred of his chiefs, were 
killed, and their beads prefcpted to the great Gaga. The dead bodies were eaicari; 
for thefe Gagas are great cannibals and man-eaters. 

They then took poffeflion of the country, and fettled in it. We traded with them 
five months, by which we were great gainers. But they were not contented to ftay in 
Benguela, though they were in want of nothing 'but paim-w'ine, for here there grow 
no palm-trees. 

At the expiration of five months they marched towards the province of Bambala to 
a great lord who is called Calicanfamba, whofe territory is five days’ journey up the 
country. In fhe courfe ot thefe five months we made three voyages to the city of 
St. Paul, but on our return the fourth time we found they had left it. ^ 

But being unwilling to reap no benefit from our voyage, we refolved to go up the 
country after them. For this purpofe fifty of us went on ftiore, leaving our flfip riding 
in the bay of Benguela to wait for us till our return. After marching two days up the 
country, we came to a great lord called Mofarigofat, where we found tl)e firft town we 
came to had been burnt by the Gagas, after having plundered it. To this Moferigolat 
we lent a Negro we had bought of the Gagas to fay that he was left with us to take us to 
the camp. He bid us welcome througl\ fear t>f the great Gaga, but delayed the time 
till the great Gaga had left his country. He then began to ufe delays to detain us, in 
hopes of making us ufeful to him in his wars : for never having feeii an^ white people 
before, nof fire arms, he was in hopes from what he had heard, with our afliftance to 
make himfelf very powerful. Finding ourfelves thus fituated we confented, and by 
our means he overcame all his enemies, and returned to his town again, where we de- 
fired him to let us go away; but this he refufed except we would promife to return, 
and in the mean-time leave a white man with him as a fecurity. 

The Portuguefe and Mulattoes being defirous of getting away, it was propofed to 
call lots who Ihould ftay; but many of them would not agree to it. At length they 
concluded to leave me, being a Angle Englilhman, which, through necellity, I was 
obliged to comply with. They left me a mufquet, powder, and Ihot j promifing that 
in two months they would come back, and bring a hundred men to alfift him in his 
wars, and to trade with him; but all thefe promifes were only made to get out of 
his hands, for they were all afraid of beisg detained as prifoners. Here I remained 
till the two months were expired, at the end of which time the others not returning 1 
was very hardly ufed. 

The chief men of the town were for putting me to death, but the load of the town 
would-not confent to it, ftill hoping the others would return. Sorw time after I was 
’given my liberty: for fome time I went from place to place fliifting for myfelf as well 
as I could; but fearing they might at laft put me to death I ran away, purpofing to 
endeqvour to find my way to the Gagas camp. 

T T 2 Having 
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Having fet out and travelled the whole night, the next morning I aftne to a larg* 
town fuuated in a thicket. I was taken before the Lord Cafliil, ibllowed by a*great 
concourfe of people who had never feen a white man/before. Here I found fome of 
the great Gagas men, whom I was very glad to fee. I 

The name of this town is Cafliil; it is fo overrun with Alicondo, cedar, and palm« 
trees, that the ftreets are darkened by them. In the middle of the town Hands an 
image the fize of a man; it ftands about twelve feet from the ground ; and at the feet 
of this image is a circle of elephants’ teeth, pitched into the groHiid^: and upon thefe 
teeth are placed a great quantity of the fculls of men which are killed in the wars, and 
offered to this image : at th’e feet of it palm-wine and goat’s blood are poured as an. 
offering.. This image is called Quefango. The people, have great belief in it, and 
fwear by it; and think, when they are ill, Quefango is offended with them. In many 
other parts of the town were fmall images with elephants’ teeth piled over them. 

The ftreets of the town were paled with palm-canes in a vei y orderly manner; 
The houfes were in the form of a bte-hive, and hung infide with mats very eurioufly 
wrought. On the fouth-eaft fide of the town was a Mokelb, which had more than 
three tons of elephants’ teeth piled over it. 

Being in fear of my life here, I left the town in company with {lie Gagas men, and 
travelled with them two days, at the end of which we came to Calicafifamba, where 
the greSi Gaga lay encamped. He bid me welcome to him. Among thefe cannibals 
I was willing to Itay, hoping they might travel fo far to the weftward till we ffiould 
come to'the fea again, and be able to make my efcape from them by means of fome 
vefll'I. They remained here four months, having great abundance of cattle, corn,, 
wine, and oil: continually triumphing,, drinking, dancing, and eating men’s flelh 
this laft was a forrowful fight to me. 

At the end of the four months they marched towards the Sierras or high mountains 
of Calhindcabar, which have large mines of copper in them: in their way they 
plundered and took every thing they liked. From thence they proceeded' to the river 
Longa, which they palT^, and fettled themfelves in the towm of Calango, where they 
remained five or fix months. From thence they went to the province of Tondo, and 
came to the river Gonla, and marched on the fouth-fide of it to a lord that was called 
Makellacolonge, not far from the great city of Dongo. Here wc pafled over very 
high mountains, and found it very cold. 

Having now fpent fixteen months among thefe cannibals, they marched to the well- 
ward again, and going along the river Gonfa, or Gunza, we came to a lord called' 
Shillambanla, uncle to the King of Angola. 'I’hey burned his chief town, which, ac¬ 
cording to their manner, was very funiptuoufly built.. This place w'e found very plea- 
fant and fruitful, and m it faw great quantities of peacocks, flying among the trees as 
well as other birds. The old Lord Shillambanfa was buried in the middle of the town, 
and had an hundred tame peacocks kept upon his grave: which peacocks he gave to 
his Mokefo, and they were called AngellorMokefo, that is, the devil’s or idol’s birds, 
and were accounted as holy things. There was great quantity of copper, cloth, and 
many other things laid upon his grave, according to the cuftom of the country. 

From this place we marched to the weftward, alon^ the river Coanza, and came 
right to the Sierras or mountains of Cambande, or Sierras de Prata, where there is 
a perpendicular water-fall, which makes fuch a noife as to be heard at thirty miles 
diftance. Wc then entered the province of Cafama, and came to one of the*greateft 
lords, who was called Langere. He obeyed the great Gaga, and took us to a lord called 
Cafoch,. who was a great warrior, who had about feven years befiare overcom'e the 
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iPortuguefe, and killed eight hundred of them and forty thoufand Negroes who fided 
wkir them. This lord courageoufly withftood the Gagas in a great battle they fought 
the firft day; after which we n .ade a fconce or fence of trees after the manner of the 
country. We remained at war -four months with thefe people. I was fo highly efteem- 
ed by the great Gaga on account of the execution I did with my mufquet, that I 
copld have any thing I defired of him i and when we went out to battle, he would* 
give charge to his people to be as careful of me as poffible, in confequence of which 
orders they would very often carry me in their arms to fave my life. In this place wc 
were within thr^ days journey of Maflangona, before-mentioned, where the Portuguefe 
have a fort. 

There were in ihe Gagas r.amp twelve captains, the firft called Imbe Calant'ola their 
general, a man of great courage. He makes war by enchantment, and takes the devil’s 
counfel in all his exploits, to whom he is continually making facrifices, by which 
means he knows, or at lead pretends to know, what fhall come to pafs. He believes 
his death will only happen in battle. They wo"kiip no images, but make ufe of certain 
fuperftitious ceremonies. He has very ftriCl laws for the government of his foldiers, 
for ihofe who foew themfclves cowards by turning their backs to the enemy are put 
to death, and their fiefh eaten. On the eve of a battle the general, mounted on a> 
fcaffold, makes a warlike oration which encourages his people very much. 

It is the cuftom of thefe people wherever they pitch their camp, thoygh^t be but 
for one night, to built a fort or barricade with wood, one part of the army being em¬ 
ployed in cutting down trees for that purpofe, which the other carries away *and erefts- 
the fort with. This fort is ereded in a circular form with twelve gates to it, and each 
gate guarded by one of the twelve captains, with his foldiers; and in the middle of 
the fort is the general’s houfe, well entrenched round about. They build their houfes 
very clofe together; and their bows, arrows, and darts, ftand out of doors; and on 
any alarm they run to their arms, livqry company at their gate keep very good watch 
m the night, beating their drums and Tauales. 

They tell of a river lying to the fouthward of the bay of Vaccas that has great quan¬ 
tities of gold in it, of which they have gathered a great deiil from the fand which the- 
heavy rains walk down; with forae of this gold the handles of their hatchets were 
ornamented, thefe ornaments being carved with copper ; they, even call the ornaments 
copper, not feeming to make much account of the gold. 

They like no country but that which abounds in palm-trees, of the fruit and wine of 
which they are great lovers.. From the palm-trees they alfo have their oil. They take the 
wine in a diflerent manner from what the Jambandos do, who have a way of getting to 
the top of the tree without touching it, and draw the wine from thence in bottles. 
ITiefe trees are about fix or feven fathoms high, and have no leaves but at the top.. 
But the Gagas cut the trees down by the roots, which lay ten days in that manner 
before they yield any wine, at the end of which time they make a fquare hole in the 
top and heart of the tree; from whence they draw a quart morning and evenings 
during the fpace of twenty-fix days, when the tree dries up. 

When they fettle in any country, they cut down as many palm-trees as will ferve 
them for a month ; and then as many more, fo that in a Ihort'time they impoverilh 
the country, which they then quit, for they ftay no longer in. a place f^hgn it willaftbrd 
them the means of living; they then leave it and feek a frelh place. In harveft time 
they ferk out the moft fruitful part of the country, reap the corn, and take the cattle; 
for they wall neither fow nor plant, nor be at the trouble of bringing up cattle for 
^ themiilves j depending on war for a fupply of what they want.. When they come to 
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any country #hey cannot overcome the firft day, they build their fort, and remain a 
month or more quiet, the general holding it for a mpim, that by doing fo he injures 
the ihhabitants as much as if he made war on them/ infomuch that many times the 
inhabitants of the country will come and attack them jit their fort; on which occafions 
the Gagas will not only defend themfelves bravely, but egg the others on for the fpace 
of two or three days. At length, when the general thinks he has a good opportunity 
of returning the attack, he will previoufly fend fccretly out a thoufand or more of his 
men to lay in ambulh j then the Gaga marches out with his remaining, force, as it were 
to attack their town, which the others perceiving march out to attack him; on which 
the Gaga, by the found ol cfrums, &c. orders thofe in ambufcade to attack the enemy 
in the rear, who finding thetnl’elves thus unexpededly attacked behind, generally be¬ 
come an eafy prey to the fuperior addrefs and courage of the other party. The confe- 
quence of which is, the country becoming an cafy prey to the viftors. 

The great Gaga Calando has long hair, embroidered with many knots full of Bamba 
Ihells of a very rich fort, and about jiis neck a collar of Mafoes, another fort of fliells 
found upon that coaft, and which are fold amongft them at the rate of tw'enty fliillings 
a Ihell: and about his middle he wears Landes, which are beads made of oftriches* 
eggs, befides a palm-cloth as fine as filk. His body is carved and cut in various marks, 
and every day anointed with the fat of Iniman beings. He wears a piece of copper 
acrofs hfs nofe, two inches long ; and likewife in his ears. His body is always painted 
red and white. He has twenty or thirty w’ives who follow him when he goes abroad; 
one of them carries his bowf and arrows, and four others his cups with drink; and 
when he drinks they all kneel down, clap their hands, and fing. 

I’he women wear their hair tied, and ftuck full, of Bamba-fliells ; and are anointed 
with civet. They draw out four of their teeth, two above, and two underneath ; this 
they reckon an addition to their beauty, and thofe of them who do not do this are 
loathed by the reft, and not allowed to eat er drink with them. They wear great 
quantities of beads about their necks, arms, and legs; and about their middles, fiik. 

The women arc very fruitful, but they enjoy none of their children, for as foon as 
a woman is delivered, the child is immediately buried alive; fo that thofe people have 
no children of their own. But when they conquer a- town, they take the boys and 
girls of thirteen or fourteen years of age, and bring them up and adopt them as their 
own: but the men and women they kill an<l eat.* I’he boys they train up to w'ar, and 
hang collars about their necks as a mark, which is not taken oft' till the wearer has 
proved himfclf a man by bringing an enemy’s head to the general; then the collar is 
taken olF and he becomes free, and is called Gonfa, or loldicr: this ntakes them not 
only courageous but defperate, in order to become fi ee and reckoned men. In the whole 
camp there were but twelve natural Gagas, and thofe were tlj^cir captains ; and four¬ 
teen or fifteen women. It is about fifty years or mofe, fmcc they came from Sierra de 
Leon, their native country. Their camp is compofed of fixteen thoufand' ftrong, or 
more fometimes. • 

"When the great Gaga Calandola undertakes any great enterprize againft the inha¬ 
bitants of any country, he makes a facrifice to the devil, in the morning before fun- 
rife, in the following manner: — He fits on a ftool, with a man witch on each fide of 
him, with forty or fifty women ftanding round him, holding in each hand a Zeueras, 
or wild-horfe’s tail, which they flourifh, finging at the fame time: behind them are a 
great number of Petes, Ponges, and drums continually playing. In the midft'bf them 
le a great fire, on which is an earthen pot with white pow'ders in it, with which the 
men-witches paint the great Gaga's forehead, temples, acrofs the belly, and breaft, 
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during which operation they make ufe of long cerenionial and enchanting fpeeches. 
In this manner they continue till fun-fet, when the enchanters or witcfhes bring the 
great Gaga's Cafengala, which -efembles a hatchet, put it into his hand, and bid him 
be ftrong againft his enemies, for his Mokefo is with him. Then a male child is 
brought which the great Gaga Vills j then four men are brought before him, two of 
which, as it happens, he alfo kills j and the other two he orders to be killed outfide. 
the fort. 

When they bury the dead, ;.hey make a vault in the ground with a feat in it; the 
dead body has Iris hair ornamented, his body vvafhed and anointed with fweet powders, 
and his beft apparel put on, a'-d is brought in this msiuier between two men, and 
placed on the feat in the vault, as if he were alive. He has two of his wives put ith 
him with their arms broken^ and then the vault is covered up. In this niaaner the 
inhabitants are buried, and have the greateft part of their goods buried with them ; and 
every month there is a meeting of the kindred of the dead man, who mourn and ling 
doleful fongs at his grave for the fpace cjf thref^ days; they kill goats, and pour the 
blood, and palm-tree wine, upon the grave. They ufe this ceremony as long as any 
of the kindred of the deceafed be alive. Thofe who have no kindred think themfelves 
unhappy when alive, becaufe they fliall have none to mourn for them after their deceafe. 
Thefe people are very kiiul one to another when in health, but in ficknefs abhor each 
other, and thofe in health will have no communication with the fick. ^ 

At length the men-witches ordered me away, becaufe I was a Chriftian; for the 
devil had ordered it fo. On this occafion, five cows were ordered to be killed within 
the fort, and five without, with a like number of goats and dogs, and the blood of 
them fprinkled on the fire 5 then the flelh of them is eaten with great fealling and 
triumph. And this ceremony is ufed many times by all the captains of their army. 

I found means to get to the afore-mentioned Portuguefe, with fome merchant-ne¬ 
groes who came to the camp to buy Haves. 


His Return to the Portuguefe ; hivafions of divers Countries ; Abufe ; Flight from them^ 
living in the Woods feveral Months ; his firange Boat^ and cotning to Loango. 

HAVING left the Gagas, 1 came to Mafi'angano, where the Portuguefe have a gar- 
rifoned town. In this town was a new governor, named Sienor Juan Continbo, who 
had orders to get poflellion of the mountains of Cambamba, in which were mines. To 
perform this fervice, the King of Spain had allowed him feven years’ cuftom, of all 
the flaves and goods that were carried thence to the Weft-Indies, Brazil, or ellewhere ; 
on condition that he fliould build three caftles; one at Demba where the falt-mines 
are, another in Cambamba, wh^ the falt-mines are, and the third in Babia das Vac- 
cas, or the Bay of Cows. This gentleman was fo bountiful at his arrival, that his 
fame was fpread though all Congo, and many Mulattoes and Negroes came voluntarily 
to ferve him. After having been about fix months in the city, he marched to the Ou- 
taba of Tombe, and there Ihipped his foldiers in pinnaces, and went up the river Confa 
or Coanza, and landed at the Outaba of Songo, fixy miles from the fea. This lord 
Songo is next to Demba, where the falt-mines are, which contain fuch quantities of 
fait, that the greateft part of the country is clear fait, free froiU 'any ekrth mixed with 
it. It lies under the furface of the earth about three feet like ice: they cut it out in 
blocks of about a yard long, and carry it up into the country, and is the beft com¬ 
modity that can be taken to traffic with. 
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Here the governor ftaid ten days, and fent a pinnace to Maflangano, for all the beft 
foldiers that %ere there. I'he captain of the caftle fent me down among a hundred 
foldiers. I was taken notice of by the governor, who ufed me very well, and made me a 
ferjeant in a Portuguefe company. He then marchejl to Machimba, from thence to 
Cauo, and then to Malanibe, a great lord. Here we ftaid four days, and were joined 
by many lords. From thence we marched to a mighty lord called Auyoykayongo, 
who ftood in his defence with an army of more than fixty thoufand men. The two 
armies gave battle, and theviftory remained with us. We made great flaughter among 
them, and took all the women and children captive, and got poflellloh of the to^va 
in which we fettled, finding it very pleafant, and full of cattle and provifions. At the 
end of eight days our governor fell fick and died, leaving a captain to command in his 
rooHi. 

After having remained here about two months, v'c marched towards Cambamba, 
which was three days’ journey, and came right againft die Sierras de Prata, and palled 
■the river Coanza, over-ran the couVitry, and built a fort by the river-fide. Here I 
ferved two years. They opened the filver-niines, which yielded but a fmall quantity 
of filver. The new governor was very cruel to his foldiers, fo that all the volunteers 
left him, which prevented his proceeding any farther. About this time news was 
brought by forae Jefuits that the Queen of England was dead, and that King James 
had made peace with Spain. On which 1 prefented a petition to the governor, who 
confented I ftiould returg to my native country; as he and his train were going to the . 
city of St-Paul, I went with them. 

The governor left five hundred foldiers in the fort of Cambamba, w hich they fiill 
hold. 1 then went with a Portuguefe merchant to the province of JJamba, and fi oiii 
thence to the Onteiro or city, (landing on a mountain of Congo, from thence to Gon- 
gon and Balta ; where w'c fold our commodities, and after an abfence of fix months 
returned to the city again ; from whence I purpofed to have taken (hip for Spain, and 
from thence home to England. But the governor retrafled his word, and ordered me 
to be ready iit. two days to go on another expedition to Auyoykayongo. As this go¬ 
vernor had ferved his three years, and another was expefted every day, I determined to 
abfent myfelf till the new governor’s arrival, and then return ; as every new' governor on 
his arrival makes proclamation for all deferters and others to return with free pardon. 

That night I left the city wnth two Negro boys 1 had, who carried my mul'qiiet, five 
poimds of powder, a hundred bullets, and what little (tore of provifion I could colleft. 
By the morning I had got about twenty miles from the city, by the fide of tbe river 
Bengo. Here I ftayed fome days, and then palfed the river, and came to the river 
Dande, lying to the northward on the way to St. Paul, with the intention of hearing 
news from thence, for which purpofe 1 fent one of my Negroes to enquire of ihofe 
who paired about the new governor, who brought |nie word to a certainty that the 
new governor (hould not come this year. I was now put to my (hifts, whether I 
would return to the city and be hanged, for I had run away twice, or conceal myfelf 
in the woods. I determined on the latter, and lived in that manner a month, between 
the rivers Dande and Bengo; I then went again to Bengo, to Mani Kafwea, palTcd 
over the river, and went to the lake of Cafanfa, about which is the greateft quantity 
of wild beads, in any part of Angola. Near this lake I ftajed fix months, living upon 
dried flclh, Cuchf as* deer, roebucks, &c. which I killed with my mufquet, and dried 
the flclh as the favages do, upon a hurdle three feet from the ground, making linder- 
neath a great fire, and laying upon the flelh green boughs which keep the finoke,and 
h«tf of the fire down and dry it. I made ‘my fire with two little ftkks as the favages 
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do. Somerimes my Negro boys procured me fome Guinea wheat from th^ inhabitants, 
in exchange for pieces or dried fifh. The lake <|f Cafanza abounds with filh of various 
forts; I have taken up a filh cafed Somb, which flcipped out of the water on fliore, 
four feet long. Thus, after havh g lived fix months on dried filh and flelh, and feeing 
" no likelihood of an end to my liifferings, I endeavoured to hit upon fome means of 
getting away. 

In this lake are many iflands full of trees called Membre, which are as light and as 
foft as cork. Of thefe trees, by the help of a knife I had of the favages, I made a 
Jergado in the fafiiion of a boat, nailed it with wooden pegs, and railed it all round 
to prevent the fea walhing me out, and with a blanket I had I made a fail, I likewife 
made three oars for rowing. Thus equipped, my two Negroes and I ventured' our- 
felves upon the lake, which is eight miles over, and rowed to the river Bengo, and 
going down tw'elve leagues with the current to the bar, which is dangerous to pafs, 
owing to the roughnefs of the fea ; but having palled it fafely, rowed into the fea, and 
failed along the coaft, which I was very well acr^aainted with, intending to go to the 
kingdom of Longo lying to the north: palling the night at fea, next day I faw a 
pinnace failing before the wind from the city. When w^e came dole together I found 
the mailer of her to be one of my old friends, and meffmates. He was bound to San 
Thome, and out of friendlliip took me in, and fet me on fhore at the port of Longo, 
where I remained three years, and got into great favour with the King, owing" to my 
killing him deer and wild-fowl with my gun. 


Of ihc Province of Engoy, and other Regions of Loango, with the Manners and Cujloms of 

the King and People. 

FROM the point of the Palmar, which lies at the north fide of the river Zaire, is the 
port of Cabenda five leagues northward) where many Ihips water and refrelh. This. 
place is called Engoy, and is the firfi province of Longo. It is full of woods and 
thickets. Seven leagues northward of this, is the river Cacongo ; a very pleafant and 
fruitful place. Here is a great quantity of elephants’ teeth ; and a boat of ten tuns may 
go up the river. 

The Mombales carry on great trade here, pafling the river Zaire in the night, it 
being then calm; and take great quantities of elephants’ teeth to the town of Mani 
Sonna, and fell them at the port of Pinda to the Portuguefe or other ftrangers. 

Four leagues from Cacongo is the river of Caye, or Longo Leuges.' 'Fhe town of 
Caye is one of the four feats* of Longo : and then the Angra, or Gulf das Almadias. 
In this gulf or bay are a great number of canoes and filhermen, ow'ing to the fea being . 
fmoother here than on the coaft. >And two leagues northward is the port of I.ongo, 
which is a fandy bay, in which a fliip may ride within mufquet-lhot of the Ihore, in tour 
or five fathom water. ,, 

The town of Mani Longo is three miles from the water-fidc, and Hands on a great 
plain. The houfes of the town are built under palm and plantain trees. The ftreets 
are very wide and long, and always kept clean fwept. The King refides on the weft 
fide, and in the front is a plain, where he affembles his people, on oqcafions of feaft* 
ing, making war, &c. From this plain runs a very wide ftreet in which is held a 
market every day. 

Their merchandize confifts of palm-cloths of various forts; cattle, filh, fowls, wine, 
oil, and corn. Here is alfo very fine logwood^for dying, the rootDf which is reckoned 
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the beft for that purpofe; alfo Molangos or copper. They have likewife great ftore 
of elephants* teeth, but thefe are not fold in the market. The King has ten great 
houfes, but is never feen but in one, which he comes'to in the afternoon. This houfe 
is very large, and at twelve o’clock is full of his greaf men. They lit upon carpets on 
the ground. Gembe the laft King never ufed to fee or fpeak to people till night: but 
the prefent one on the contrary does it by day. He palles inoft of his time with his 
wives. When he has entered the houfe and is feated on a fort of throne, they clap 
their hands, and falute him, faying, in their language, “ Byane, Pembie, Ampola, 
Moncya, Quefinge!” 

On the fouth-fide of the King’s dwelling is a row of houfes in a circular form, where 
his wives, live; within this circuit no man dares entes under pain of death. In this 
place he has a hundred and fifty wives or more. If any man be found within the cir¬ 
cuit of this building, even fpeaking to a woman, they are both brought to the market¬ 
place and their heads cut off, their bodies quartered, and lie cxpol'ed one day in thi’ 
market-place. Gembe the laft King'had four hundred children by his women. 

When the King has a mind to drink, he has a cup of wine brought; he that brings 
it has a bell in his hand, and as foon as he has delivered the cup to the King, he turns 
his face from him and rings the bell, on which all prefent fall down with their face's to 
the ground, and continue fo till the King has drank. This would be a dangerous 
cereraoifj: for any ftranger, not acquainted with the law, to be prefent at, which law is, 
that whoever fee the King drink fliall die. The King’s own fon, a boy of twelve years 
old, having inadvertently feen the King drink, immediately the King ordered him to 
be finely apparelled and feafted, after which he ordered him to be cut in quarters, and 
carried about the city ; with a proclamation that he had feen (he King drink. His 
eating is much in the fame ftyle, for which he has a houfe on purpofe, where his 
viftuals are fet upon a Benfa or table : which he goes to, and Ihuts the door ; wlien he 
has done, he knocks and comes out. So that none ever fee the King eat or drink, for 
it is believed that if any one fhould, the King lhall immediately die. 

The King is honoured among them as though he were a God : and is called Samltee 
and Pango, which mean God. They believe he can let them have rain when he likes ; 
and once a year, in December, which is the time they want rain, the people come to 
beg of him to grant it to them, on this occafion they make him prefents, and none 
come empty handed. He then appoints a d.iy, vvlien all the chiefs of his kingdom 
come to this meeting with all their ti'oops, dreifed and appointed as they arc when they 
go to war. When they are all come, the King comes forth into a fpacious place, where 
a carpet of fine enfacks, wrought like velvet and about fifteen fathoms in circuit, is 
fpread; and upon this carpet a feat raifed about a fathom from the ground. 'I'hen 
one of the chiefs comes foi ward with his bow and arrows, and flicws his ikill in the 
ufe of them, and then has fome merry conceit or jeft to play off to the King, kneeling 
at his feet fome time; for which the King thanks him. The relt of the chiefs do the 
fame thing. After which the King comraands his Dembes or drums, fome of them 
fo heavy that a man can hardly carry one, others not fo large, to ftrike up. He has 
alfo great Pongos, which are his waiters, made of the largeft el^hants’ teeth, hollowed 
and feruped thin, which play alfo; and all together make a mdrl: hideous noife. After 
they have puffed fome time in this manner, the King rifes and ftands upon his throne, 
taking a how and arrows, and lets fly up in the air ; there is then great rejoicing for 
the reft of that day in hopes of having rain, which fometimes Ijappens. I was .prefent 
once at this ceremony, and as it happened they had abundance of rain the fame ffay, 
which ferved to confirm the people in their fuperftitious belief. , " 
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^omerimes there ^happens, though very rarely, to be bom in this country a White 
child of Negro parents; when this is the cafe, the child is prefented to the King, and 
K called Dondos: thefe children are brought up and initiated in the myfteries of witch* 
craft, and are always with the King. Of thefe are compofed the King’s witches. No 
one dares offend or meddle with thefe Dondos, in fuch awe do the people ftand Of 
them ; and at market or elfewhere they may take what they pleafe without payment. 
The King of Longo has four of them. 

The King is alfo a witch, and believes in two idols which are in Longo; the one is 
called Mokefo a ’Longo, and the other Checocke. This Lift is a little black image, 
and ftands in a little houfe at a village called Kinga, at the landing-place of Longo. 
The houfe in which the former is kept ftands in the high-way, and thofe who Dy 
clap their hands as a mark of adoration or belief m the image. Craftfmen, filiiermen, 
and others, make offerings to this idol, that it may be propitious to them in their under¬ 
takings. This Checocke comes fometimes in the night, and haunts foine even of his 
beft ftiends; fometimes a man, fometimes a wontan, or a boy, whichever it happens 
to be, is frantic for fome hours; and whatever the frantic perfon fays, is fuppoied to 
be the will of Checocke, and upon this occafion there is a great feafting and dancing. 

At Kinga there is another Mokefo called Gomberi, which is a woman’s name, and 
is kept in a houfe where ah old witch lives, who is called Ganga Gomberi, which 
means the prieft of Gomberi. Here once a year a feaft is made, and Gan^^a Gora- 
beri fpeaks from under-ground. 1 have afleed the Negroes what it is, who have told 
me that it is a ftrong Mokefo that is come to abide with Checocke. 

The children of this country are boiji white, but change their colour in two days’ 
time to a perfeft black. For example, the Portuguefe who dwell in the kingdom of 
Congo, have fometimes children by the Negro women, and many times the father is 
deceived, thinking when the child is bom it is his, but within two days it proves the 
child of a Negro man, which is a great difappointment to the Portuguefe, for they 
rejoice very much when their children turn out to be Mulattoes, even though they be 
baftards. * 

The town of Longo ftands in the middle of the four governments, and is governed 
by four chiefs, which are fons of the King’s fifters; for the King’s fons never come to 
be Kings. The firft is Mani Cabango, the fecond Man! Salag, the third Mam Boek, 
the fourth Mani Cay, who is to be King, and has his court and train as a prince. 
Immediately on the death of the King he affumes the dignity, when Mani Boek takes 
his place, Mani Salag that of Boek, and Mani Cabango that of Salag. All thefe wait 
to be King in their turn. The mother of thefe princes is called Mani Lombo, ana 
looked on as the firft womali in the kingdom. She chufes a huflaand, and when tired 
of him puts him away, and takes another. Her children are highly honoured; and 
people, as they pafs them, clap their hands, which is the higheft mark of refpeft in the 
country. Thefe governments confift of fine champain ground, full of corn and fruk. 
The people make a great quantity of ver.y fine and curious palm-cloth. They are 
never idle, for even as they go along the ftreets they make caps of needle-work. 

Two leagues from die town of Longo, at a place called Longer!, the Kings are 
buried. It is encompiffled round with elephants’ teeth pitched in the ground like a 
paling, and is ten roods in compafs. , 

They fuffer no while man to be buried in the land, and if any Portuguefe or other 
Wipte who comes here in the courfe of trade, dies, his body is carried in a boat two 
miles from the fhore, and thrown into the fea. There was a Portuguefe gentleman 
who came to trade with them, and had a houle on the fea-Ihore; this gentleman died 
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and was fuffered to be buried; at the end of about four months afiter, which, was in ' De¬ 
cember ; it not happening to rain, their Mokefo told them it was owing to the Chriftian 
having been buried amongft them, and ordered his remains to be taken up and thrown 
into the fea; and three days after it rained, which cifcumftance fe^ed to confirm their 
belief in the devil. i 


(y iJ}e Provinces of Bongo, Calongo, Mayombe, Manikefocke, Matimbas ; of the Ape- 
monjier Pongo, their Hunting, Idolatries ; and divers other OBfervations, 

% 

TO the eaftward of Longeri is the province of Bongo, bordering on Mococke, the 
great Ahgeca is King of this province. In it is great quantity of iron, palm-cloth, and 
elephants’ teeth, alfo great plenty of corn. To the north-eau is the province of Cango, 
fourteen days* journey from the town of Longo. This province is very mountainous, 
and rocky; very woody, with a ^'eat quantity of copper. The elephants* teeth of 
this place are of a fuperior quality, and in fuch great quantities that the people of Lon¬ 
go fetch a great deal from thence. • 

Three leagues to the northward of Longo is the river Quelle, on the north fide of 
which lies the province Calongo. It is an open champain country, wdth the greateft 
part of vjt under tillage, and produces great plenty of corn, likewife very fine honey. 
In it arc tv^b fmall villages, which ferve as marks to dillinguifli the port of Longo. 
Fifteen miles northw'ard lies the river Nombo. This river is fo fliallow that there is 
no navigation on it. This province towards the eaft borders upon Bongo; and to the 
north on Mayombo, which is nineteen leagues from Longo, along the coall. 

The province of Mayombo is fo overgrown with wood, that one may travel twenty 
days in the fhade, without being the leaft incommoded by fun or heat. They have no 
tillage or grain of ajjy fort, nor any kind of tame cattle or fowls, the pebple living on 
the flefti of elephants, which they very much elleem, and other wild bealls ; plantains, 
a great variCiy of roots, which are very good, and nuts; they are well fupplied with 
fifti. Two leagues to the fouthward of Cape Negro, which is the port of Mayombo, 
is a large fandy bay. Sometimes the Portuguefe lade logwood in this bay : into it runs 
a large navigable river named Banna; the navigation of which is fometimes impeded 
by a bar. In it are many inhabited iflands. I’he woods are fo infefted with baboons, 
monkeys, apes, and parrots, that it is dangerous to venture alone among them. Here 
are alfo two kinds of monfters common to thofe woods. The largeft of them is called 
■pongo in their language, and the other Engeco. 'I’he Pongo is in all his proportions 
like a man (except the legs, which have no calves), but are of a gigantic fize. Their 
fades, hands, and ears are without hair. 'I'heir bodies are covered, but not very thick, 
with hair of a dunni/h colour. When they walk on the ground it is upright, with 
their hands on the nape of the neck.' They fleep in trees and make a covering over 
their heads to fhelter them from the rain.. They eat no fldh, but feed on nuts and 
other fruits; they cannot Ipeak, nor have they any underftanding beyond inftinfl:. 

When the people of the country travel through the woods, they make fires in the 
night, and in the morning when they are gone, the Pongos w® come and fit round it 
till it goes out, for they do not poflefs fagacity enough to lay more wood on. They 
go in bodies, and kill many Negroes who travel in the woods. When elephants hap¬ 
pen to come and feed where they are, they will fall on them, and fo beat them with 
their clubbed fifts and flicks, that they are forced to run .away roaring. The grown 
Pongos are never taken alive, owing tp their ftrength, which is fo great that tOT men 
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tannot hold one of them. The young Pongos hang upon their mother’s belly, with 
their hands clafped about her. Many of the young ones are taken by means of fhoot> 
ing the mothers ^th poifoned arrows, and the young ones hanging to the'r mothers, 
are eafily taken. 

The Morombes hunt and kill many little beafts with their dogs; thefe dogs cannot 
bark, they have wooden clappers about their necks, by thenoife of which they are fol-* 
lowed. The huntfmen have Petes or whiftles, vidth which they call their dogs. The 
dogs in all this country are very fmall, with pricked ears, and for the moft part of a 
red and dun colour. The Portuguefe maftiff, or any oilier dog that barks, is greatly 
elleemed ; 1 have known one io be fold for thirty pounds. 

In the town of Mani Mayambo is a Fetiffo called Maramba, which ftand^ ’ft a nigh 
bafket, fhaped like a bee-hive, and over it a houfe which they call his religious houfe. 
In him they believe, and keep his laws, and carry his reliques about with them. He 
and others of the like fort are witches, and make ufe of their witchcraft for hunting 
and killing elephants, recovering fick and lam* 'people, forecafting favourable or unfa¬ 
vourable journeys. By this Miramba are all murders and thefts tried, for in this country 
they fometimes bewitch one another to death. And when any one dies, his neighbours 
are brought before Maramba ; and fhould it be a great man that has died, the whole town 
is fummoned to appear. When they come before Maramba, they kifs and clafp him 
in their arms and fay ; “ Emeno eyge bembet, Maramba that is, “ I »ome to be 
tried, O Miramba.” And if any one be guilty, he immediately falls down dead ; and 
if any one of them who had fworn has killed any one, though it had been tWenty years 
back, he immediately falls down dead. And fo it is in any other matter. From this 
place to as far as the Cape de Lopo Gonfalves, the people are all alike fuperftitious. I 
was twelve months here and faw many die in this way. 

'Fhefe people are circumcifed, as they are through all Angola, except the kingdom 
of Congo, who are Chriftians. And tljofe that wall be fworn to Maramba, come to the 
chief Gangas, which are their priefts, or mcn-witches ; as well as boys of twelv^ years 
of age, and men and women. The Gangas puts them into a dark houfe, and there 
they remain certain days upon very hard diet; after this they are all let abroad, and 
commanded not to fpeak for certain days, what injury foever might occur to them j 
thus they fuffer great hardlhips before they are fworn. Laltly, they are brought before 
Miramba, and have two marks cut upon both their flioulders, like a half-moon; and 
are fworn by the blood that drops from them, that they will be true to him. A certain 
kind of meat, alfo fifh, and many toys, are forbidden to them. And if they eat any of 
this forbidden meat, they prefently ficken and never recover. All of them carry a 
relique of Maramba in a little box and hang it about their necks, under their left arm. 
The lord of the province of Mayombo has the enfigns or colours of Maramba carried 
before him wherever he goes, and on fitting down it is placed before him ; and when 
drinking his palm-wine, the firft cup is poured out at the foot of the Mokefo or idol; ’ 
and when he eateth any thing whatibever, the firft piece he throws towards his left 
hand with enchanting words. 

From Cape Negro northerly, lives a great lord called Mani Seat, who has the 
largeft ftores of elephlmts’ teeth of any lord in the kingdom of Longo; then his people 
pradife nothing elfe but how to kill elephants, and two of thofe Negroes with their 
darts eafily kill an elephant. Great ftores of logwood are found here, 
e Thore is another lord towards the eaft who is called Mani Kefoch; he refides eight 
days’ journey from Mayambo. Here I was with my two Negro boys, to buy elephants’ 
hair and tails, and in a month I bought twenty thoufand, which I fold to the Portu- 
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guefe for thirty flaves, and all my charges in the bargain. From this place I fent 
one of my Negro boys to Mani Seat with a looking-glafs; he efteemed it much, and 
fent me four elephants’ teeth (very great), by his own men; and defired me to caufe 
the Portuguefe, or any other ihip, to come to the northward of Ci^e Negro, and he 
would by fircr appoint a landing-place, for there was never yet any Portuguefe or other 
• ftranger in that place. 

To the north-eaft of Mani Kefoch, are a kind of little people called Marimbas; who 
are no bigger than boys twelve years old, but are very thick, and live only upon flefli, 
which they kill in the woods with their bows and darts. They pay' tribute to Mani 
Kefoch, and bring all their elephants’ teeth and tails to him. They do not enter the 
houfes of the Marambas, nor fuffer them to come where they dwell. And if by 
chance a Maramba, or people of Longo, pafs where they dwell, they forfake that place 
and go to another. The w'omen carry bows and arrows as well as the men, and W'alk 
fingle in the woods to kill the Pongos with their poifoned arrows. I have alked the 
Marambas, whether the elephant fh^deth his teeth or not, and they faid no. But 
fomerimes they find thofe teeth in the woods, but they find bones alfo. 

When any man is fufpefted for an offence, he is carried before the King, or before 
Mani Bomma, who is a judge under the King. And if he denies matters, not to be 
proved except by their oath, then this fufpefted perfon Iwears thus :—They have a kind 
of root wk'ch they call Imbando; this root is very ftrong, and is feraped into water. 
The virtue of this root is, that if they put too much into the water, the perfon that 
drinketh it cannot avoid urine: and fo it ftrikes up into the brain, as if he was drunk, 
and he falls down as if he was dead. And thofe that fall are counted guilty, and are 
punilhed. 

In this country none on any account dieth, but they kill another for him: for they 
believe they die not their own natural death, but that fome other has bewitched them 
to death. And all thofe are brought in by the friends of the dead whom they fufpedl; 
fb that there many times come five hundred inch and women to take the drink, made 
of the forefaid root Imbando. They are brought all to the high-ftreet or market¬ 
place, and there the mailer of the Imbando fits with his water, and gives every one a 
cup of water by one meafure; and they arc commanded to walk in a certain place till 
they make water, and then they are free. But he that cannot urme prefently falls 
down, and all the people, great and fmall, fall upon him with their knives, and beat and 
cut him into pieces. But 1 think the witch that gives the water is partial, and gives to 
him whofe death is defired the llrongeft water, but no man of the bye-ftanders can per¬ 
ceive it. This is done in the town of Longo, almoft every week throughout the year. 


0/ the Zebra and Hippopotamus ,— The Portuguefe Wars in thofe Parts. — The Tijhingy 

Grain, and other things remarkable. 

• 

IN this kingdom there is no kind of tame cattle but goats; no other cattle will 
live here. Oxen and kine have been brought hither, but they prefently die. Hens 
in this place do To abound that one may buy thirty for the worth of fixpence in bea'ds. 
Pheafants, partridges, and wild fo'wls are plentiful. Here in-land lives a kind of 
a fowl bigger than a fwan, and they are like an heron, with long legs and long necks, 
and is white and black, and has in its breaft a bare place without feathers, where it, 
ftfikes with the bill. This is the right pelican, and not thofe fea-birds which the 
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Portuguefe cdl pelicans, which are white and as big as gerfe, and thofe abound in this 
country alfo. 

Here is found the Zevera or Zebra, which is like an horfe; but its mane, tail, and 
ftreaks of divers 4lolours down its fides and legs makes a difference. Thefe Zebras 
are all wild and live in great herds, and fuller a man to come within Ihot of them, and 
let Ihoot three or four times at them before they run away. 

Moreover there are great numbers of fea or river-horfes, which feed always on the 
landj and live only by grafs, and they are very dangerous in the water. They are the 
biggeft creature an this country except the clep’uant; they have great rtrength in the 
claws of their left forefoot, and have four claws on every^foot like the claws of an ox. 
The Portuguefe make rings of them, and they arc a good remedy for the flux. 

The Portuguefe make wat againfl the Negroes in this manner. They have from 
Congo a nobleman,-who is known to be a good Chriflian and of good behaviour ; he 
brings with him our of Congo fome hundred Negroes as his followers. This Macicarigo 
is made TandaU or general over the black car}p; and has authority to kill, to put 
down lords, and make lords, and has all the chief doings with the Negroes. And 
when any lord comes to obey; firft, he appears before the Tandala bringing him pre- 
fents, in flaves, kinc, and goats. Then the Tandala carries him to the Portuguefe 
governor, and prefents tuat flaves to the governor’s page before he goes in. Then he 
muft have a great gift for the governor, which is fometiraes thirty or forty flaves and 
cattle befides. And when he comes before the governor, he kneels down and claps 
his hands, and falls down with his face on the ground, and then he rifes and .fays: “ I* 
have been an enemy, and now 1 proteft to be true, and never more to lift my hand 
againfl you.” The governor then calls a foldier who has deferved a reward, and gives 
the lord to him. Thj^s Ibldier fees that he has no wrongs, and tiiat the lord acknow¬ 
ledges him to be his mafler; and he maintains the foldier, and makes him rich. Alfo 
•in war he commands his mafler’s houfe to be built before his own; and whatfoever he 
has taken that day in the war, he fharesVith his tnafter. So that there is no Portuguefe 
foldier on any account, but he has his Negro Sova or lord. • 

They ufe upon this coafl to ftfh with harping-irons, and wait upon a great fifli that 
comes once a day to feed along the fhore, which is like a Grampus. He runs very near 
the fhore, and drives great fkulls of fifh before him ; and the Negroes run along the 
fhore, as fall as they are able to follow him, and ftrike their harping-irons round about 
him, and kill great ftore of fifli, and leave them upon the fand till the fifh has done 
feeding; and then they come and gather their fifh up. This fifli will many times run 
himfelf on ground, but they will prefently flicw him oft" again, which is as much as 
four or five men can do. .They call him Emboa, which is in their fpeech a dog, and 
and will by no means hurt or kill any of them. Alfo they ufe in bays and rivers, 
where fhoal water is, to fifh with mats, which are made of long ruflies, and they make 
them of an hundred fathoms long. The mats'fwim upon the water, and have long 
ruflies hung upon one edge of the mat, and fo they draw the tnat in conipafs, as we 
do our nets. The fifhes, fearing the ruflies that hang down, fpring out of the water, 
and fall upon the mat that lies flat on the water, and fo they are taken. 

There are four forts of corn in Longo: the firfl is called Mafanga, and it grows 
upon a flraw as big as a reed, and has an ear a foot long, and is like iiemp feed. T]ie 
fecond is called Mafembala; this is of great increafe, for of a kerneTlpring four or five 
ears, which are ten feet high, and they bear half a pint of corn a-piece. This grain is 
as big as tares and very good. Thirdly, they have another that grows low like grafs. 
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and is very like muftard-feed j this is the beft. They have alfo the great Guinea wheat, 
which they call Maf-impota; this is the leaft efteemed. 

They have very good peale, fomewhat bigger than ours; but they grow not as ours 
do. For the pods grow on the roots underneath the ground; and by their leaves 
they know when they are ripe. They have another kind of peafe, which they call 
XVandos ; this is a little tree j and the firft year when planted, it bears no fruit, but 
'after it bears fruit three years, and then it is cut down. 

Their plantain trees bear fruit but once, and then are cut down; and out of the root 
thereof fpring three or four young ones. 

They have great ftores of honey, which hangs in the Elicandy trees. They gather 
it with an hollow piece of wood or cheft, which they hang in the top of the tree, and, 
once a year it is full, by fmoke rew'arding the laborious creatures with robbery, exile, 
and death. 

This Alicunde or Elicandy tree is very tall and exceeding great; fome as big as 
twelve men can fathom, fpreading likiiy^ oak; fome of them are hollow, and from the 
liberal ikies receive fuch a plenty of water, that they are hofpital entertainers of thoufands 
in that thirfty region. Once have I known three or four thoufand remaining at one of 
thofe trees, and thence receiving all their watery proviiions for twenty-four hours, 
and yet not empty. The Negroes climbed up with pegs of hard wood (which the 
Elicandjr tree being fofter eafily received, the fmoothnefs not admitting other climbing), 
and I thmk tlwat fome one tree holds forty tuns of water. This tree affords no lefs bounti- 
ful hofpitality to the back than belly, yielding (as her belly to their bellies) her back 
to their backs; excepting that this is better from the younger trees, whofe render 
barks being more feafonable for difeipline, are foundly beaten (for man’s fault, whence 
came the iirft nakedneis), whereby one fathom cut from the ^e, is extended into 
twenty, and is prefcntly fit for wearing, though not fo fine as tire Inzanda tree yields. 
This tree yields excellent cloth from the inner bark thereof, by like beating. Of ihcir 
palm-trees, which they keep with watering and •cutting every year, they make \ elvets, 
fattins, taffatas, damaiks, farcenets, and fuch likej out of the leaves cleanfed and 
purged, drawing long even threads for that purpofe. They draw wine, (as it is 
laid) from fhe palm-tree; there is another kind of palm-tree, which bears a fruit good 
for the ftomach, and for the liver moil admirable. 

One crocodile was fo huge and greedy, that it devoured an Alibarnba, that is, a 
chained company of eight or nine flaves. I have feen them watch their prey, haling in 
general man or other creatures into the water. 
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# 


THE author’s PREFACE. 

JT is a common cuftom among authors, to ulher in their writings with a Preface; which 
fome look upon as a mere ornament of no great importance, and others as a neceflary 
appendage, both for fetting foi th the fubjeft, method, and defign of the performance, 
■and for giving the reader an opportunity to know the qualifications of his author : and 
it is the latter of thefe that I here join with. 

The world is at prcfent fo overllocked with books, that it is almoft impoffible to 
bring any new thing to light, unlefs another new world were difcovercd ; the countries 
and people in all parts of the world, being already defcribed by various authors. But 
it was an ancient faying among the Romans, that Africa always produces fomething 
new; and, to this day, the faying is very jufi; for the coaft of Guinea, which is part 
of Africa, is for the raoft part unknown, not only to the Dutch, but to all Europeans, 
and no particular defcription of it is yet come to light; nor, indeed, any thing, but a 
few fcraps fcattered in books written upon other fubjeds, mod of which are contrary 
to truth, and afford but a forry Ikeich of Guinea. 

Being a lover, from my youth, of the defcriptions of travels and voyages, and ac¬ 
counts of foreign countries, I quickly took a diftafte at fuch authors as palmed preca- 
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rious reports upon the world' for certain truths; and, having never ftirred out of their 
narive country, take all for truth that is handed to them from abroad, and recommend 
it as fuch to the world : in imitation of Ariftotle, who, being ordered by Alexander (as 
the ftory goes) to write of the nature of animals, grounded and completed his perform¬ 
ance upon the report of every traveller he could meet with. In thofe days, when the 
.world was not fo well known as it is now, that fort of writing might go down : but now- 
a-days a man of I'enfe will fcarcely venture upon it, confidering that his advances will be 
compafll'd by a variety of travellers, and where he departs from what they find to be 
the real truth, he will be expofed for a fabulous author. In this country of Holland, 
we have had particularly two fuch WTiters in the lall century, who fet forth many books, 
and are now fo well known by the bulkinefs of their writings, and the manner of their 
performanfces, that it is needlefs to fay more of them tha'ii this, that the world does 
them jullice enough if they credit but one .half of w hat they write upon foreign fub- 
jeds, without derogating from what c.redit is due to their works that relate to our own 
country ; for which fubjed they are vVy well qualified. I could not forbear oppofing 
them upon fome heads, and publilhing the truth of what they have mifreprelented; 
and, in fo doing, 1 reckon I have done fome fervicc. And if they are fo touched with 
my freedom as to take me to talk (according to their threats), I am well affured that at 
leaft they lhall not fix any falfehood upon me. I had always a longing defire to go and 
fee what I read of in books; and, during my fourteen years (lay upon the coaft of 
Guinea, an opportunity of fatisfying my defire, there being few- or fcarcely any 

places upon the coall, w'hcre I have not Haiti for fome time, and can now fpcak td’ 
with experience. 

And while i thus gratified my own curlofity, I confidered that man was created not 
for himfclf alone, but likewife to ferve his neighbour ; and that fineft things lofe 
their greateft fplendour by being fniothered in the breaft of one man : upon this con- 
fideration, I reckoned myl’elf bound to impart to my countrymen what 1 have beheld 
with pleafure; and that the rather, that 1 w'as dfcfired fo to do by my very good friend 
to whom the enfuing letters are addrelTed. Though my friend’s demand was contrary 
to my inclination, yet I cheerfully complied with it; only I had fome wandering re¬ 
flexions upon the realbns alledged in my firft letter, particularly that of my unpolilhed 
way of expreffing myfelf. But confidering I do not publilh this for a piece of confum- 
mate rhetoric, but only to fatisfy thofe who arc curious in this way, I hope to be ex- 
cufed. My foie defign is fo gratify thofe who are moved with the fame curiofity that 
influenced me, or may hereafter have ati opportunity of being concerned on the coaft 
of Guinea ; to gratify them, I fay, with a diftindl account of the difpofition and con- 
ftitution of thofe countries, and the various opinions that prevail there. This is my ’ 
aim, and I hope 1 lhall in fome meafure compafs it. In line, if what I have here pub- 
lifhed can be of the leaft ufe, I lliall reckon myfelf richly rewarded for my pains. 

At firft I had contrived this work, fo as to divide it into five books, treating of fo 
many feveral fubjeXs. The firft, of the difpofition of the Gold Coaft; its extent, 
divifion, fertility, and the employment or livelihood of the inhabitants. The fecond, 
of the inhabitants in general; their genius, cuftotns, manners, religion, government, 
and habitations, with what relates thereunto. The third, of the trade of the coaft; 
how it is carried on by the Dutch Company and the other Europeans, and how the 
Negroes aX theif part in it. The fourth, of the animals of the country ; whether 
sdld or tame, as quadrupeds, reptiles, infeXs, and fowl, befides the filh, the plants, 
anul the fruits. The fifth, of the kingdoms of Ladingcour, Goto, the two Popos, anft 

10 ‘the 



BOSMAN*S avittEA. 3-39 

the charming country of Fida: with a conclufibn, dacribing a coafting voyage per¬ 
formed by me in the year 1698. 

But fmce, having the oppori unity to fend the whole matter of the above-mentioned 
five books, in feveral letters to my very good friend, I chofe to alter the divifion, and 
draw it all up in twenty Letters, mcluding in each as much as the conveniency of tirtSft 
allowed. To thefe twenty letters there arc two more annexed, which were wrote to* 
me by two perfons in our fcrvi'.e, and relate to the countries where they were employed, 
and where I ha^ never been. Tiiis new divifion, I hope, will not be unacceptable to 
the reader, in regard that ever letter ftill prefente him ith fomething that is new. ’ 
mull own it pleales me better than the firlt. * * 

For fome time after I begrn this work, 1 wag much troubled that there was not a 
man on the coall that could draw and defign : but after I had gone a great way in it, 
there came one to the coall that was verfed in that art, upon which I immediately fet 
him to work, upon drawing all the forts (Dutch/ Englifli, and Danilli,) to the eaft of 
Elmina; diid, for his greater conveniency, 1 made the journey with him myfelf, being 
font by our general upon aiTairs relating to our trade. The animals, which upon my 
order were brought to us, he drew by the life; and the forts he drew with a juft re¬ 
gard to perfpedive. But leath, which fpares no man, vifited my draughtfman, juft 
when we were ready to take another journey to the weft of Elmina. In a few days’ 
time he was well and dead j and fo left me provided only with the half ^twhat I de- 
figned, there being no other draughtfman on the coaft. 

I have purpofely affefled brevity, otherwife I could have drove out to a‘bulky vo¬ 
lume ; but, confidering that it is tedious and naufeous to dwell long upon one thing, I 
prefume the reader will be thereby gratified. 


A DESCRIPTION, ?£fr. OF GUINEA. 

I.ETTER I. — Treating of the Gold Coajl in general, and the Country of Axim in parti, 
cular, the Settling of the Dutch and Brandenburghers there., the imprudent Conduif of 
the latter upon this Coajl; of Rio de Cobre, and the unhappy Accident that happened 
to a Fort there. 

Sir, 

Y OUR agreeable of September i ft 1700, was feafonably handed to me by Captain 
N. N., by which I am perfeftly fatisfied, that, through your diligence and con- 
dud, my affairs are brought to a happy iffue. i'he leaft I can do, is to thank you, 
with affurance that I will flip no opportunity of making the bell returns I am capable 
of in requital of fuch unufual fervices: indeed I am very unfit to do :r in the way you 
oblige me to; you exad from me an accurate defeription of this co^ur-iry, and though 
by my long refidence here, I am, or at leaft ought to be in fome mddure acquainted 
with it, yet there are feveral reafons which I might ailedge in excufe; among which 
no Iraall ones are, th^t my infufficiency and unpoliflied way of exprelfing myfelf rend^re 
me uncapable to reprefent things in their juft propriety and connexion j but what I have 
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yet to offer re<|[uires my more*ferious coi^fideration, whether, being aftually in the fervid 
of our Weft India Company, it is conftftent with my duty to difcover the ftate of theip 
affairs; bemg very dubious on this head, I could have heartily wiflied you would have 
fpared me this heavy talk, fearing it was what might contribute to make you, as well 
as myfelf, iinealy. But at laft, reflefting on your friendlliip, and the obligation receiv- 
'cd, I foon I topped over thefe and all other difficulties, and am refolved to endeavour 
your fatisfadion, upon proniifc that your ufual good-nature will excufe my incorrect 
ftyle; and relt affured, that, however I fuccced, a fincere intention to oblige "you to 
the utinoft, is never wanting. ' 

Returning to yours, I find your curiofity extends itfelf primarily to that country 
where your nephew was laft placed by the general: in anfwer to which, be pleafed to 
take the following account.—^'I'his codnt^, called Axini, is cultivated and abounds 
with numerous, large, and beautiful villages, all extraordinarily populous; fome of 
which are fituate on the fea-fliore, aiH others farther on the main land; the moft con- 
fiderable amongft the former lie underthe Brandenburghian and Dutch forts, of which 
the latter is by much the belt. 

Our fort here is obliged for its prefent name of St. Anthony to the Portuguefe, who 
were its firft mailers j but Anno 1642, were driven from tljis and feveral other places 
by our countrymen: and indeed, formerly the Portuguefe ferved for fetting-clogs to 
fpring the game, w'hich, as foon as they had done, was leized by others. But to return 
to our fort, *^hich was not great, but neatly and beautifully built as well as ftrong and 
conveniently fituated: it is provided with three good batteries, befides breaft-works, 
out-works, and high walls on the land fide, as well as a fufficient quantity of guns; 
and if it were well ftored with provifions, might hold out againft a ftrong array of the 
natives. I am heartily forry I cannot fend you a draught of it, becaufe the main artill, 
who was about it, died before it was half finillied; for which reafon you are not to ex- 
pedl fo much as a Iketch of any fort weft of Elmira, but the drawingvS of thofe eaftward 
tire at your fervice. 

You cannot' be ignorant that your nephew is made principal fadlor by Mr. N. N., 
who is intrufted by the Company as well as the general, with an abfolute power over 
that whole country; the inhabitants being reduced to that entire fubjedlion, that they 
dare not refufe, but are firmly bound to ferve the faftor to the utinoft with what the 
country affords; nor dare they decide any Judiciary cafe without his cognizance, he 
being a fort of chief juftice appointed to punim even the chief of the Negroes, according 
to the cuftom of the country j but of their laws I intend (if I live long enough) a more 
particular account. But at prefent, before I proceed any farther, 1 lliall prefent youj 
with a fmall Iketch of the Guinea Coaft, efpecially that called-the Gold Coall, and what* 
is poffeifed either by our own countrymen, or other Europeans. 

Guinea is a large country, extended feveral hundred miles, abounding with innumer¬ 
able kingdoms, and feveral commonwealths. 

Several authors have reprefented Guinea #is a mighty kingdom, whofe prince by his 
viftorioufnefs had fubdued numerous countries, and ere£led their whole extent of land 
into one mighty kingdom, which he called Guinea : how great this miftake is, I hope 
to evince to you; fince the very name of Guinea is not fo much as known to the natives: 
here, nor the imaginary Guinea monarchy yet to be found in the world. 

^ The Gold Coaft being a part of Guinea, is extended about fixty miles, beginning 
^h the Gold River three ipiles weft of A^e, or twelve above Axim, and ending 
wtb the village Ponni, feven or eight miles eaft of Acra. 
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t am uiwiflu^ tt> detain you with a defcriprioa; of th# traft of land betwixt Affine 
and Rio, or^ the river Cobre, about a mile above our fort j fince the trade of th^t place 
is at prefent fo mconfiderable that it is very little frequented, though nine or ten years 
ago its domraerce was in a flouriffiing ftate j but fmce the golden country of Affine 
(from .whence gold was brought thither) was conquered, and altnoft devaftated, the 
Dinckin-nife traffic has run at a low ebb, ‘and the little gold dull which is brought thi- . 
ther is either fophifticated or of very fmall value: wherefore I fliall fleer my courfe 
along tlte Gold Coaft, and without confidering the rank of precedence, take them fairly 
as they lie in myVay, and defci’be them as well as the cc ipafs of a letter will permit. 

The countries from the Ancoberfian River to the village Ponni, are eleven in num¬ 
ber, viz. Axim, Ante, Adorn, Jabi, Commani, Fetu, Saboe, Fantyn, Aci on, Igonna, 
and Aquamboe; each containing one, two, or three towns or villages, lying upon the 
fea-ffiore, as well under, as betwixt the forts of the Europeans; their grcatelt and mod 
populous towns being generally farther on land., Seven of thefe are kingdoms, go¬ 
verned by their refpetlive Kings; and the reft lemg governed by fonie of tlic principal 
men amongft them, feem to approach nearer to commonwealths: but I fliall give you a 
more particular account of them hereafter, and in order thereto at prefent begin with 
Axim ; which, as the notion of power runs here, was formerly a potent monarchy, but 
the arrival of the Brandenburghers divided the inhabitants, one part of them putting 
tbemfelvcs under the proteftion of the new comers, in expeftation of an eafier 
government and loofer reins, in which they were not miftaken, as the'confequence 
evinced; but the other part, which were the moft honeft and leaft changeable, ftaid 
under our government. But if we take a view of this country before this time, we fliall- 
find it to be extended fix miles in length, computing from the. mentioned Rio Cobre, 
(Ancober, or the Serpentine River, fo called by the Portuguefe, from its intricate wind¬ 
ing and iiiland^courfe of twenty miles) to the village Boefwa, a mile weft of'our fort, 
near the village of Boutry. 

The Negro inhabita'’l.s are generally Wy rich, driving a great trade with the Euro* 
peans for gold, which they chiiHy vend to the Englilh and Zealand inferlopcrs, nor- 
witliftanding the fevere penalty they incur thereby; for if we catch them, their fo 
bought goods are not only forfeited, but a heavy fine is laid upon them : not deterred 
1 fay by this, they all hope to efcape; to eft'eft which, they bribe our flaves (who are 
fet as watches and I'pics over them) to let them pafs by night; by which means we are 
hindered from having much above an huiidreth part of the gold of this land. And the 
plain reafon why the natives run this rifque of trading with the interlopers, is, that their 
-:goods arc fonictitnes better than ours, and always to be had one third part cheaper; 
whereby they, are encouraged againft the danger, very well knowing, that a I'uccefsfui 
correfpondcnce will foon enrich rliem. 


Thefe interlopers are feveral of them fitted out by private merchants in flolland to 
drive this trade; which is in efled, to rob the Weft India Company of the advantage of 
their Placaat or patent obtained from the, Statcs-General, which empowers them to 
trade on this coaft, exclufive of all others; and of punilhing all oft’enders againft this 
right with the lofs of life and goods; all their fliips, in cafe they feize them, being free 
prize: but though in my time we have taken feveral of them, the law has not been ■ 
rigoroufly put in execution, but we generally content ourfelves with making examples 
of fome of the ring-leaders w terrorem ; and when they are feized, foihe one or other 
of the Company's officers find it their intereft to let them flip through their fingers. 
But not to accufe any body, fince every one hath his frailty, let us return to the inha- 
bitailts of Axim, whom we find induftrioufly employed either, in trade, filliing, or agri- 
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culture, and that is chiefly exirdfed m the culture of rice, which grows here above'all' 
other places in an incredible abundance, and is tranfported hence all the Gold Coaft 
over. The inhabitants in lieu returning full fraught with millet, jammes, potatoes, and 
palm oil; all which arc very rare here, for the foil is naturally moift, and though fit to 
produce rice, and fruit trees, doth not kindly yield other fruits. 

But having already hinted fomething relafing to the Brandenburghers, it will not, 

1 hope, be tedious to particularize a little on their prefent ftate. Their principal for- 
trefs is not above three miles call of our fort St. Anthony, and is called F^ederics- 
burgh; it is fituate on the hill Mamfro near the village Poequefoe, and is handfome and 
reafonably large, ftrengthenei with four large batteries furnilhed with fbrty-hx pieces 
of ordnance, but too flight and linall; the gate of this fort is the moft beautiful on all 
the coall, but proportionably much too large for the ftrufture, fo that the garrifon feems 
to have an equal right with the burghers of Minde, to the advice that they Ihould keep 
their gate clofe flnit for fear the fci« fhould run away. On the call fide it hath a 
beautiful out-work, w'hich deprives the fortrefs of a great part of its ftrength, where¬ 
fore it W'ould be eafily gained if attacked on this fide; befides which, the greateft 
fault in this building is, that the breaft-works are built no higher than a man’s knee, 
and the men thereby are continually expofed defencelefs jto tlic Ihot from w’ithout; 
which is no fmall inconvenience in wars with the Blacks, for no perfon can come upon 
the batteqes, but the Negroes eafily reach him with a mufquet-fliot: for the refl, the 
building part is not to be objeded againft, and is provided with a great many fine 
dwellings' within. 

The commander-in-chief of this fort, and indeed of all the pofleflions of the Bran¬ 
denburghers on this coaft, confifting of two forts and a lodge, takes the title of 
director-general under His Eledoral Highnefs of Brandenburgh and his African com¬ 
pany. For fome time paft their commanders and fervants, except common foldiers, 
have been moft part Dutch, who in imitation qf our nation have always aimed at an 
abfolute dominion over the Blacks ; but never could yet accomplilh their end, being 
hitherto hindered by their inteftine difl'enlions and irregularities, or the villainous nature 
of their Negroes, who, having moftly fled from us on occafion of crimes committed by 
them, have taken refuge under them. 

In the time of my refidence here I can remember feven of their directors; the firft, 
John Nyman, an Embdener, a man of found judgment, good fenfe, and great expe¬ 
rience, who difeharged his office with the greateft fidelity and good condufl:, by which 
means he quitted this country with a great deal of honour, and left a very good name 
behind him: he was fucceeded by John and Jacob I'en-Hooft, the father and fon, who.* 
both acquired a large fhare of reputation, and kept their fubordinates in due decorum, 
efpecially the fon, who by good-nature and a civil addrefs gained the afl'eftion of the 
Blacks, and had every body at his devotion: by which means he eftablifhed the Bran- 
denburghian affairs in a much better condition than any before him; and as they never 
had a betterigovernor, fo it is very much toibe doubted, they will repent the time when 
they removed him, and appointed Gyfbrecht van Hoogveldt in his place, who before 
had been faftor in our fervice at Axim, where he treated thofe under him fo ill, that 
General Joel Smits and the council were obliged to difeharge and lend him from the 
Coaft, as incapabfo of their fervice. However, being now commander-in-chief, to 
reconcile himfelf to the offended Negroes his old enemies, he granted them feveral 
franchifes and privileges, which ferved not only to leffen the power of the Brapden- 
burghers, and lay the firft foundation of their ruin, but after a fhort government the 
Europeans and Blacks jointly rofe againft him j and after trying him, difehargedf him 
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oiwe more the government and Coaft ; choofing in hinplace one John van Laar, an 
Anabaptift, who found to have a much better talent at drinking of brandy than at 
bufmefs ; arid took fo little care of the public, that all went to ruinj and he himfelf was 
timely removed by death, to make way,for John Vifler his fucccflbr, a pcrfon, who 
wanting even common fenfe, was therefore incapable of that truft. Shortly after his 
elevation, his factor at'Acoda was killed by the Negroes, which he having neither fuf- 
ficient condud nor power to revenge, they continued their unbridled outrages at the 
expence j^f the lives of feveral r-f his Kuropeans; and laftly, feizing his perfon, they 
carried him into tlje inland country, and after miferably breaking almoft all his limbs, 
and faftening abundance of fton s about his body, drove ^d him in the fea. This 
barbarous inurther was varioufly talked of here: but alf agree that the Euroj.e’’ s 
under his command confented ‘o, and abetted it; and forne affert it was done’Ly their 
order; and Adrian Grobbe (chofen by the Negroes) his, fucceffor, is generally charged 
with the greatefl lhare in this crime; if he is imioce,j''t J hope he will clear himfelf, but 
if guilty, may heaven avenge it on him and his 'Accomplices: for it hath very per- 
nicioufly weakened the power of all the Europeans on thii^Coaft, and filled them 
with apfirehcnfions not altogether groundlcls, that if this bloody fact el'capes unpuniflied, 
nobody is here feciirc of life. It hath already lb cnllaved the Brandeiiburgliers, that 
I very much doubt whether 'ver they will regain the maltcry, for the Negroes having 
once got the upper hand will fufficiently lord it over them. 

I could not lielp imparting to you this event, equally ftrange and det-rfAble; to 
which I was indeed the rather Induced, becaufc as you are perfectly acquainted with 
all the European trade of the I'kubden company, fo you may take an opportunity of 
informing them how their alTairs have been managed here for fome years pall. But 
taking leave of this fort, let us take a ftep tw'o miles and a half eaftwards below 
Cajje 'rrefpuntos, where we find another Brandenburghian fort at Acoda called Do¬ 
rothea i which by order of our fuperiors was amplified and delivered to them aboq}; 
eleven years pall: fince which they havewery confiderebly Ifrengthened and improved 
it. It is a houfe covered with a Hat roof, on which are tw’o frnall batteries and lialf 
curtains, upon which they have planted I'everal light pieces of cannon ; it is indeed 
furuilhcd with a fufiicient number of rooms and convenlencies, though but llightly 
built and fomewhat crowded. 

Betwixt Maufro and Acoda, the Brandenburghers, in 1674, built another fort-houfc 
at the village Tacrama, in the middle of Cape Trefpuntos. Their general’s defign 
was to build a fort here to preferve and defend the adjacent watering place in their 
power. Upon the whole, the keeping of this lodge and the tv,o former forts hath 
been fo very expenfivc to tbem, that I am of opinion they will not hallily augment 
their charge by undertaking any new building. 

The Brandenburgh affairs having infenfibly fwellcd this letter to a larger bulk than 
I intended, and obliged me to defer my defignecl account of the vegetables of the coun¬ 
try of Axim to another opportunity ; and that I may not cloy you at once, I fhall con¬ 
clude only with a defeription of the above-mentioned Snake River, or river of Ancober, 
which lall name it takes from the country it runs through. 

This river is too |)leafant to be (lightly pafled over, and as I have already told you, 
is a mile above our fort St. Anthony ; its mouth is very wide, with fo fhallow water, 
that I queftion whether it is pall’able with a boar, but a little farther it ^ows deeper and 
narrower ; after which, in feveral miles no obfervable alteration appears. How far its 
inland courfe extends I cannot inform you, though I have travelled above .three frnall 
days’ voyage upon it, and found it as pleafant as any part of the Guinea coaft, not ex- 
' cepting 
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by Mr. Focquembourg's defcriptlon, which adventures to compare it with the country 
of Cleve, that, leaving the truth of his comparifon to the decifion of thofe that have 
feen both, I fliall only in purfuance of my defign inform you, that this country, as 
well as all the gold-coaft, abounds in hills, all enriched with extraordinarily high and 
beautiful trees; its valleys betwixt the hills are wide and extenfive, proper for the 
planting of all fort of fruits, and if they were as well cultivated as watered, would fup- 
ply half the coaft with eatables. The earth produceth, in great abundance, very good 
rice, the richeft fort of millet, the grain of which is red, jambs, potatoes, and other 
fruits, all good in their kind ; nor is the foil in the leall deficient iri fruit-trees. The 
fugar-canes grow here more'-and larger than any where elfe; fo that I am not without 
hopes that a fuccefsful plantation may in time be here fet on foot. For wine and oil, 
the palm affords what excels in quantity as well as quality. In fhort, it is a land w'hich 
yields its manurers as plentiful a crop as they can wifh, being befides very well fur- 
niflied with all forts of tame as weS^ as wild beads; but the lad fatal war betwixt the 
Anteans and Adomians hath reduceth it to a miferable condition, and dript it of mod 
of its inhabitants: befides which, the miferable few left behind are fo difpirited, that 
they fhelter themfelves under our fort near Boutry, leaving the greated part of the 
land wild and uncultivated. It is, indeed, deplorable to^fce it at prefent, and refledl 
on its former flourifhing condition in the years 1690 and 1691. Before the war, I 
being thq^ an afildant, had an opportunity of walking to Boutry and through this 
country, when it regaled the eyes with the pleafant profped of numerous villages well 
peopled,^ a plentiful harved and abundance of cattle; infomuch that a foldier who 
could very hardly live on his fubfidence-money in other places could fare delicioufly 
here on the half: and if there be any difference in places, with refpedf to their health- 
fulnefs, I Ihould prefer Boutry before all the red : for during my day there, it was 
obfervable that fewer died there in proportion to the number of people and time than 
any where : and I dare affirm, that if the fame care was taken upon the whole coad as 
there, Guinea would foon lofe its dreadful mortal name. 

I had almbd palfed over the mod charming part of the whole Antefe land, betwixt 
Acoda and Boutry, being watered by a frefh river which runs by our fort to the inner 
part of .the land, planted with high trees on both fides ; which, wide as it is, is over- 
fliadowed by the leaves. I have by frequent experience found this river navigable three 
miles from the fea-fhore ; but though it reacheth farther, the violent water-falls, which 
pour down from the rocks into the river, render it unpaffablc beyond. It affords 
great plenty of fifh, notwithdancling the incredible number of crocodiles it is pedered 
with, which mud neceffarily devour vad quantities. 

In my defeription of Rio Cobre 1 mentioned the great multitude of apes there; but 
this country is fo full of thefe unlucky animals, whole only talent is mifehief, that one 
would be apt to think that this was properly their kingdom, or grand rendezvous. 

If my memory doth not deceive me, you are a very great lover of river-oyders ; be 
pleafed therefore to make a trip hither,.and I will engage you lhall be fatisfied with 
them at the expence only of the trouble of gathering them, and in lefs than an hour’s 
time I will undertake to fhew you one hundred thoufand growing on the trees : pray 
do not be furprized, you have before now heard of Soland geefe, and Chinefe fifh 
ifchich change into fofvl; perhaps you will tell me you believe neither, and per¬ 
haps I am of your mind, yet ail this lhall not prevent my account how cyders grow 
here. On each fide of the river grows a fort of trees, great and fmall intetpiixed, 
whofe branches Ihoot diredly into the water (thofe which remain above its furface 
being withered and dry), while the former become immediately leaved with fmall 

6 . cyders, 
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oyfters, at firft about the bignefs of fhell-fnails, but in a very ihort time grovm to their 
mature fize. 

I remember to have mentioned the EngHfh and Dutch forts at Zaconde: they were, 
indeed, about fix years part in being, but the trade at fo low an ebb, and the officers 
of each fort fo jealous of the other, that they both lived in miferable poverty, at the 
expence of both the Engliih and Dutch Companies. Not long after, the Englifli 
fortrefs was burnt and deltroycd by the Antean Negroes; its chief commander and 
fome of the Englifii being killed, and the reil; being plundered of all their own and the 
Company’s goods; and at pre>..nt the out-walls only ;> a left handing, by which, 
though very little to our advantage, we are left the maftej»t 5 of this place. Indeed. I’d 
year, we traded confiderably bi.Tc for a large quantity of gold, which the Engliih under- 
ftanding, made feverai attempts to rebuild their fort, but were always obftrudled by the 
Antean Negroes. 

Before the war, betwixt Adorn and Ante, tint Zaconde was one of the fineft and 
richefl villages, as well in money a? people, up m the whole coaft: but the Adomefe 
conquerors entirely burnt and deftroyed it. I'he few flight dwellings which are here 
at prefent were built fince, and others are daily building, fo that ere-long, it may 
grow to be an indifierent vilihge ; but to re-inftate it in its tlourilhing condition requires 
feverai years. > . 

I have formerly mentioned the pleafantnefs of the Antefe country, but therveame no 
farther th;m a little below Boutry. But the land for two or three miles round about 
thefe forts is not lefs agreeable than the former ; befides that, here and behind Toco- 
rary, a mile weft of Zaconde, the valleys are fo much finer, that it is impoflible for 
imagination to conceive any thing more charming. I have here feen a large plain fo 
plentifully and properly adotned with lofty trees and woods, as if dame Nature had 
defigned to fliew her mafter-piece here; and between the rows of trees the paths were 
all covered with white fand, in which v;ere obfervable the foot-fteps of thoufands of 
harts, elephants, tigers, wild-cats, and other forts of beafts. In fhort, tf^is place is fo 
very plentiful that it is impoflible to walk here without raptures. 

I'he village or town of I'ocorar)', or rather the fort which was there, hath from 
time to time had feverai European matters: but it is now fo ruined, that no vifible 
remnants of it are left. The Engliih, Dutch, Brandenburghers, Swedes, and Danes, 
have all had their turns in polfeflion of it. In 1665, the Engliih were drove froth 
thence by De Ruyter, they having before got polTeflion by clandeftine means : but of 
this you may be further informed in Brand’s life of De Ruyter. Since that time it hath 
yet once changed mafters, but fell at lall into our hands ; and fince I came hither, our 
tralfic was tranfafted in a Negro’s houfe; but that not meeting with its defired fuccefs, 
we abfolutely quitted the whole: and the town was fo deftroyed and burnt in the war 
by the Adomefe, that it is at prefent inhabited by a few inconliderable people only. 
But taking leave of the Antefe country for the prefent, let us turn towards the town 
Chama, in the way to which, is Aboary a village, near which we had a lodge for 
feverai yeans ; but it being found to conduce more to the advantage of thofe who were 
placed there than the Company’s, it was quitted as an unneceflary charge. The town 
Chama is moderately large and well peopled, but its inhabitants fo mifrrably poor, that 
I do not believe they have any like them on the Gold Coaft. Our Xort here is about 
the fize of that of Boutry ; very fmall, but a little longer : it hath four fmall batteries, 
and j'lft as many guns as the forenamed place, and was called (as it is at prefent) St.Se- 
baftian’s by the Portuguefe, from whom we took it. In our wars with England, it was 
in a manner levelled with the ground, being only encompaffed with paliladoes, which 
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the Englifh perceiving, thought it would be no difficult matter to drive us from thence; 
and accordingly, in conjundVion with the Jabilhians, attacked us : but found fo vigorous 
and unexpefted a refi/lance, that they were obliged to lofe their labour, and return to the 
place from whence they came, ever fnice which we have enjoyed it without the lead 
interruption. 

A little behind our fort the Jabi/h land begins, and extends itfelf a few miles towards 
the inland part of the country: but I fhall only deferibe that part fituate on the coa/t. 
It is at prefent but a fmall diftrift, and not very potent, though the firft kingdom 
which occurs in our defeent from the higher country. Its King is To great a prince, 
that I fhould confider very f’rioufly before I Ihoukl give him credit for the value of 
ten pounds /terling in goods, for fear he fhould not be ^ible to pay me; it is, indeed, 
true, that he, and his fubje£ts, if I may fo call them, make fo confiderable an advan¬ 
tage of the planting and felling of .millet yearly, that they would foon become rich if 
their too potent neighbours did not continually fleece and keep them under, wTiich they 
are not able to prevent. 

The Chama/cian River, or Rio de St. Juan, called by the Negroes, Bo/Tum Pra, 
which they adore as a God (as the word Boflum fignifies), takes its cour/'e from our 
fort, palling by the Jabifliian and Adomefe country, as»well as that of Jufl'er, and 
thence (if we may credit the Nygroes), extending itfelf about one hundred miles in 
land, lujg^a fmall matter lefs than the river of Ancober, but wide enough, and hath 
the advantage of being fo laid, that loadcn boats may conveniently come into it from 
the fea, if the pilot be but fo careful as to avoid a rock near its mouth, which the I'ailors 
call the Sugar; for elie they are liable to be Iplit, as it hath fcveral times happened 
during my refidence there, and Ibme have been lo/l, efpecially if the fea happened to 
turn, or was rough. T his river is very advantageous to ui: for bc/ides the fre/h water 
with which our fhips ftore themfelves, it furni/hes the caflie with /uel for the kitchens 
and ovens, as allb with wood necefl'ary for fm^ill Ihipping; fo that, indeed, the river is 
really more ufeful to us than the fort itl'elf; and without the former I do not believe we 
fhould long keep the latter. For befides that the commerce here is not con/iderable, 
and the keeping the fortrefs very expenfive, we are. continually plagued with a villain¬ 
ous fort of Negroes, amongfl which thofe of Adorn are none of the be/l:; whofe 
country I have before told you, flretcheth itl'elf along by the river, and contains fevora! 
iflands in the midit of the faid river, adorned with fine towns and villages; tmd, in¬ 
deed, what hath furprized me moft in this country, is the wonderful iitualion of the 
Adomefe territories j for we find they are extended along both the rivers Ghama ;uid 
Ancober, w'hich are reckoned above fixteen miles di/lant from each (ither on the 
llrand ; fo that this land muff be very large, and feems to go up the river Chama in a 
If raight line, and then turns with a narrow flip of land to Rio Cobre. But to proceed, 
it is governed by five or fix of the principal men, there being here no King. One of 
thefe is fo potent, that he can, as it is faid, carry the King of Jabi upon his horns. 
This republic, or commonwealth, or rathar common plague to mimkind (as being an 
alTembly of thieves and villains), if it could be unanimous, would be able to raife a 
powerful army to the terror of their neighbours. Anno 1690, they jointly began a 
war again/l the Antefe, which continued three or four years, till they had almoft ruined 
the country and ppople 5 who yet will not fubmit to them, but continue to bid them 
defiance. 

They alfo were at war with the three nations on the river Ancober a few years.,part ; 
whom they obliged to buy a peace at the price of a large fum of gold. 
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In thefe expeditions they had a Negro for their general, who was of a nature fo vio¬ 
lent for war that he could,not live in peace; but as greedy of wars as he was, no en¬ 
gagement fcarcely happened witli thofe of Ante and the river, in which he was not 
obliged to his heels for his fafety; fo that if his companions had been no better foldiers 
than himfelf, he had foon been flopped in his career : and yet the other governors dare 
not difpleafe him, he being the richefl of them all in money and men. 

This Anqua, for fo he is called, is more deteftably bloody and barbarous than any 
Negro I have met with on the whole coaft, nor Is his name ever mentioned without 
horror. ' 

This barbarous monfler having in an engagement ta^n five of his principal An-efe 
enemies, anno 1691, he wrunded them all over; lifter which, with a nn re than 
brutal fury, he fatiau d, though not tired himfelf, by fucking their blood at their gap¬ 
ing wounds; but bearing a more than ordinary grudge againfl one of them, and not 
contented with the mentioned favage cruelty, he caufed him to be laid bound at his 
feet, anti his body to be pierced with hot-irorts, gathering the blood that ifi'ued from him 
in a veil'd, one half of which he drank, and offered up the rdl unto his god. In 
this manner doth this mercilefs bloody wretch treat his conquered enemies; and no 
wonder, for if opportunity »be wanting to exercife his cruelty on them, his own fub- 
jeefs always fupply their place; for his infatiable thirft after blood mull one way or 
other be fatisfied. In the year 1692, when he took the field the fecond,,fime againfl; 
the Antefe, I went to give him a vifit in his camp, near Chama ; he received me very 
civilly, and treated me very well, according to the cuftoni of the country : but whillt 
he and 1 were diverting ourfelves together, a freih opportunity offered itfelf for the ex- 
creife of his brutifli cruelty ; which w'as only a Negro obferving that one of his wives 
liad a ncw-fafliioncd coral on, and taking a part of it in his hand to look on, without 
faking it oil’ her neck ; which flic, not thinking any hurt, freely permitted him to do. I 
Ihould here inform you by the way, tint thefe Negroes allow their wives all honeft 
liberty of converfation even with their Haves. But Anqua fo relented this innocent 
ireedont, that as foon as I was out of the camp, he caul'ed both wife arid flave to be 
put to death, diinking their blood, as he ufed to do that ol his enemies. For fuch 
another trivial crime, a little before, he had caufed the hands of one of his wives to 
be cut oft; after which, in derifion, he ufed to command her to look his head for 
vermin, which being impoflible with her ftumps, aft'ordod him no fmall diverfion. I 
might, indeed, have fpared this account of his fell brutality till I come to treat of the 
nature of the Negroes; but his inhuman barbarity being unparalleled among all 
the Guineans, and being upon the defeription of his country, 1 thought this place as 
jjroper; and that the rather, becaufe I am not at prefent lurnilhed with other matter.. 
But to return to our dei'eription. The natives here are very powerful and rich ;■ as 
being fit irate in the pafs which the inland-dealers mull come through in order to traffic ; 
by w liich means they have a very good opportunity of enriching themfelves by trade. 
Belides, they have feveral gold-mines in their country, one whereof was difeovered 
about tTiree years pall. The riches of thefe countries confiding in gold, and the great 
iiumbers of people have fo puft them up, that thofe who deal wdth them ought to be 
endowed with a more than ordinary diferetion. 

'I’he foil is vei'y good and ifuitful in cfirn and other produdions of.ihe earth ; which 
it affords in fuch plenty, that, befides what ferves their own, neceffities, they always 
ex'pofe large quantities to I’ale. Here are competent numbers of cattle both tame and 
wild, and the river abundantly llores them with fifli, fo that nothing is indeed here 
wanting that is ncceftary to human fubfiftence.. 
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This, Sir, is all I can inform you of relating to the countries of Jabi and Adorn, with 
which I (hall conclude this letter, and always remain with refpeft, yours, &c. 


LETTER III. — Containing a Defcripthn of the Country of Commanyof our, and the 

Englijh Fort there. — A Relation of the War betwixt our Company and the Kingdom of 

Commany, and its original Caufe. — A Defeription of the Cajile of Elmina ; and, to 

conclude this Letter, of the Town of that Name. . 

Sir, V 

OUR defeription of the Gold Coafl: leads us at prefent to the kingdom of Commany, 
which borders upon Adorn and Jabij but as I am juft beginning according to my 
former method, I feafonably recoiled a letter of yours, wherein you feem f^rpri/.ed 
at the war betwixt our Company ana thofe of Commany. I find you are mifinformed, 
you defire I Ihould fet you right. This part of your letter I formerly purpofely 
omitted, anfwering, that at that time it was not convenient to reveal fome fecrct in¬ 
trigues ; and I am ftill fo far of the fame mind, that I had much rather you would 
excufe me, than oblige me to difguft fome men whofe good name and reputation I 
fliall always handle very tenderly. But fince you have rny word that I will conceal 
nothing fnjmi you, I fhall represent the whole affair, as it appears fo me and others 
here upon the fpot, who I think ought to be well acquainted with it; if we have a 
wrong notion of it, a proper time will difeover it. 

Before I begin my intended relation I (hall inform you, that the country of Corn- 
many extends itfelf five miles long by the fea-fide, reckoning from the river of Chama 
to the town of Mina; and it is about as broad as long. In the middle of it, on the 
ftrand at little Commany or Ekke-Tokki as the Negroes call it, we have an indifl'erent 
large fort, built by Mr. Swerts in the year i 6 S^, called Vrendenburgh ; and a rnufquet- 
fhot or two from thence the Englifli have a very large fort, of which more hereafter. 
Our fort is a fquare building, ftrengthened with good batteries, on which thirty-two 
guns may be conveniently placed, there being fo many ports in the brcaft-work’for 
them. It is large enough for fixty men to live in; though at prefent there are not 
near fo many, and but twenty guns; notwithftanding all w'hich it is fufficient, not only 
to defend itfelf againft, but to repulfe a great number of Negroes; as was found by 
experience, anno 1695, when I commanded there. Our enemies attacked us by night; 
I had but a very forry garrifon, not full twenty men, half of which were not capable 
of fervice: and yet 1 forced them to retire with lofs, after a fight of five hours. It 
was wonderful, and no fmall fign of divine protedion, that we loft but two men in 
this adion; for we had no door; to moft of our gun-holes, and the Negroes poured fmall 
ftic't on us as thick as hail; infomuch that thofe few doors which were left to fome gun- 
holes were become like a target which had been Ihot at for a mark, and the very ftaft' 
which our flag was faftened on, though ift took up fo little room, did not efcape ftiot- 
free. You may imagine what cafe we were in, when one of them began to hack our 
very doors with an axe: but this undertaker being killed, the reft fneered off. The 
general to whom I had reprefented my weak condition, advifed two fhips to anchor be¬ 
fore out fort, in order to fupply me with men and ammunition: Peter Hinken, the 
captain of one of thefe veffels, endeavouring to execute the general’s order, the day 
before 1 was attacked, fent his boat full of men with orders to come to me; but 
were no fooner on land than the Negroes feU upon them fo furioufly, even under our 
cannon, that they killed feveral of them, which though I faw I could not prevent; 
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for attempting to fire upon the enemy with our cannon, I found them all nailed: of 
which piece of treacherous villainy, according to all appearance, my own gunner wan 
the aftor, whom I therefore fent in chains to the general (at oUr chief place of refi- 
dence), *who fwore that he would punifli him exemplarily; but inftead of that, he 
foon after not only fet him at liberty, but preferred him to a gunner’s place of 
greater importance. 

For this reafon I was forced to be an idle fpeftator of the miferable llaughter of our 
men, not being able to lend them the lead affiftance; and if the Negroes had at that 
inftant itornu'd us, we were in no pofture of refiftance. Bur they going to eat, gave 
me time to prepare for the er crtainment I gave thcr.^,,. as I have before told vnu. 
Here I cannot help relating a comical accident which-^happened: going to. viiii the 
pods of our fort, to fee wh ther every body was at their duty, one of the foldiera 
quitting his pod told me, that the Negroes, well Ipowing he had but one hat in the 
world, had malicioufly diot away the crown, whicfi he would revenge if 1 would give 
him a few grenadoes. I had no fooner ordered him two, than he called out to the 
Negroes from the bread-work in their ov/n language, telling them he would prefeftt 
them with fomething to eat; and kindhng his grenadoes, immediately threw them 
down amongd them j theyiobferving them to burn, crowded about them, and were at 
fird very agreeably divert'd ; but when they burd, they fo galled them, that they had 
no great domach to fuch another meal. 

But now to come to the Commanian war, upon which, fince our whole welfare 
feems to depend, yrm mull not think me tedious if I am very particular; it being 
impoHible for you to comprehend or form any notion of it without you are thoroughly 
inlonned of its original fource. Wherefore I mall look back as far as the government of 

your very good friend- (defiring you not to be difpleafed, if I mention fome dif- 

agreeable particulars ; for I adure you that I will not tranfgrefs the lead tittle beyond 
the naked truth). He found this place in a flourilhing condition and in peace, though 
not firmly edablifhed therein. But lorig-fighted obfervers could eafily difcem the coals 
of difcord kindling au.ongd the Commanians, which was ready to b ir!l out into an 

open war upon the lead occafiou, as indeed they had done in Mr.-’s time, if not 

prevented by his fervant, who was brother to the King of Commany. But Mr. — — 
being gone, and the mentioned fervant not only excluded out of all negociations, but 
ill-treated bcfides ; the Commanians only wanted a pretext of breaking with us to put 
their defigns in execution. The year 1694 afforded them their wilhed opportunity: 
for fome miners being fent to us from Europe, they were ordered to make an effay at 
a hill fituate in Commany about half a mile above our fort Vrendenijurg, that inoun*- 
tain feeming to be well placed for their purpofe, and withal promifing to reward their 
pains. 

This hill was at that time dedicated to one of their gods, though there was fcarcely 
ever any talk of any fuch thing before; but this was only a prelknce that they made 
ufe of to declare war againll us. The miners began their work, but in a few days, 
apprehending nothing, they were affaulted, miferably abufed, robbed of all they had, 
and thofe who were not nimble enough, kept prifoners for fome time. We imme¬ 
diately complained of this ill-ufage to the King of Commany, who was villainous 
enough to remove the blame from his .own door, and fix it upon qpe John Kabes, a 
Negro, who lived near our fort, and with whom we always traded very confiderably ; 
urj) •)(.. 'hat he had done it in revenge for the ill-treatment he had met with from our 
foi ufer governor or chief commander. That this was only a feigned excufe was very 
evident j for the mentioned Negro was fo arrant a coward, that he durft not have 

ventured 
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ventured on an attempt fo dangerous without the King’s exprefs command. * But tlie 
King was refolved to break with us, and becaufe he could find no better excufe made 
ufe of this. 

Mr.-, without any farther enquiry, refolved to go to Commany in perfon,*in order 

to take fatisf;KT:ion of John Kabes for the injury; to which purpofe he took feme of 
the forces of J^lniina along with him ; and being come to Commany, he immodiatelj 
detached a party to John Ivabes’ village, who came out to meet them, leading a Iheep 

to prefent to Mr.-, and clear himfelf of what he was accufed : but feeing the El- 

mina forces fall upon his goods without giving him any warning, and begin to plunder, 
as great a coward as he was |ie put himfelf into a poflure of defence, and our people 
finding he was refolved to fell\is effedts as dear as he could, the Ikirinifli began, and 
fome on both fides were very well beaten. 

After this all our alfairs run at^ random. It fiiewed the King of Commany our 
private, and John Kabes our profclfid enemy ; who, to revenge the injury done him, 
invited the Englifii into Commany, giving them a dwelling-place about a mile from 
our fort in one of his fait villages; refolving to fettle them with the firll opportunity 
in the old ruined fort that they formerly polTeficd, which foon after lucceeded according 
to his wilh. For the Englilh are fo w'ell fortified there, that it W'ill be impoflible to 
remove them unlefs in time of war: for their fort is as large, and hath lour batteries as 
well as ours; befides which, it hath alfoa turret fit to be planted with guns, from which 
they may ^remcly incommode us, confidcring tlrat they have more and larger cannon 
than ours; in fhort, we arc there likely to have a nice bone to pick. \Vhat injury 
this neighbourhood hath already done our trade, every one knows who is acquainted 

with this coalJ ; as allb how cafily it might Ivave been prevented. But Mr.-was 

too fiery to think fedatcly, or hearken to wife counfels; and contrary to all reafon, he 
defired nothing fo much as w'ar, and the honour he hoped to get thereby, vainly pro- 
mifing himfelf that he fhould fucced as well as Mr. .Sw’erts in 1687, who intirely conquered 
and fubjebted the Commanians, after they had‘in the w'ar loft their King and fevo al of 
the greateft rtien in their kingdom. The gentleman I am Ipeaking of deligned the 
fame, not confidcring the dill'crence between the fortune and fuccefs of the one and 
the other : notwithftanding all which I dare aver that he might have fiu ceeded if ho 
had not been deluded by the too great opinion he had conceived of hitnlell' and his 
followers, and his too contemptible thoughts of his enemies; for he hired an army of 
Jufferians and Cabefterians for lefs than 5000I. fterling, which were twice as ftrong as 
that of Commany, and confequently might have fubdued them. But he was ready 
enough to imagine, that with this force he could eafily conquer not only Commany, 
but all the coaft : and accordingly, very impudently threatened the Fantynefe and 
Saboefe, that trfter he had corredJed the Commanians, he w'ould give them a dif- 
agreeable vifit. Thefe two nations, well knowing how confiderably they were indebted 
to us, which, if the^endeavoured to pay otherw'ife than by their continual villainies, 
was not owing to their want of will, but ppwer ; they foon embraced this favourable 
opportunity in joining their forces with thofe of Commany ; to fupport wliich, they 
believed it their unqueftionable intcreft; and by this means they became ftronger than 
our auxiliaries. A fufficient proof of this is our firft unfortunate battle, in wliich we 
loft all our auxiliaries, and the money they enft us. I'his fight was much more bloody 
than the wars of the natives ufually are ; tot the greateft part of the men we milled w ore 
killed, and the reft taken prifoners, by which we were reduced to a miferable eftate, 
not knowing what meafures to take, as having made the nioft potent nations o! the 
country our enemies. And indeed we fhould never have been able to liave made any 
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frefti attempt, if the enemies themfelves had not feafonably played an opportunity into 
our hands by their inteftine divifions. The King’s brother Tecki-Ankan (the prefent 
King of Commany) came over to our fide, and was in a fhort time ftrengchened by 
the Adomians and other auxiliaries; which occafioned a fecond engagement, fo warm 
on both Tides, that the viftory was long dubious, till at laft it Teemed to incline on our 
fide fo far, that our army fell greedily to plunder; which being obferved by Abe-Tecky 
the Coinmanian King (who excelled all his contemporary Negroes in valour and con- 
du<T, and had hitherto kept hii.ifelf out of the fight and laid us this bait), he unex- 
peftedly marched’towards us with frefit forces, who ha'! their mufquets turned the 
wrong way in order, to deceive os; which took fo good e'^^cf, that w'e, taking them for 
our friends, continued our grec'dy courfe of plunder, r fl the King came tipon us, and 
his men turning their Miufqucts fired fo brifkly at us, that they diverted us from the 
prey, and obliged eveiv body to fave his life as A’ell as he could; thus leaving the 
Commanians a fecond complete vidory, thofe who could efcape, made the befl of 
their way to our fort. 

Thefe were two pernicious lofl'es, the greatoil part of which undoubtedly ought to 

ire charged on Mr.-, for, had he been fo prudent as to conceal his refentment 

agaiall the I'antynoans and S^iboans ; and, inftead of irritating them, gained them by 
a bribe, as he afterwards w.is obliged to do, though in vain, I do not believe they 
'.vould have concerned themfelves for the Commanians ; by which means, after he had 
(wliich was very fcafible) oxtirpateil the Commanians, he might wuth the fanje force 
have reduced the Fanlyneatis and Saboans to reafon. 

Our affairs continued in this poilure till Mr.-expiring, left the government to his 

luccefl'or, Mr.-, w ho, as new lords generally occafion new laws, finding we loft by the 

war, by advice of riiofe whom the Company had cntrullcd, prudently refolved, if poffible, 
to put an end to the war, and accordingly brought the Commanians to fo good a temper, 
that we foviii became friends ; they not <11^17 obliging themfelves to make good the da¬ 
mage wv had fulhiined, but becoming as zealoully engaged in our intereft as the pof- 
ture of affairs could encourage us to hope : and it was very much to be wilhed, for the 
advantage of our Company, that the peace could have continued, which would have 
confideiably advanced our trade, and fpared the large furas we were obliged to difburfe 
in the lollowiiig war. But the I'inglifh here envying our happy conclufion of the war, 
and fearing it would not much conduce to their advantage, contrived methods to break 
tile peace. 'J'he means which they chiefly hit upon, *and praftifed, were to polTefs the 
King, that, confidering his two victories, he ought rather to alk than give fatisfac- 
tion, which they reinforced by inculcating our weak condition and his ftrength ; urg¬ 
ing, that we ware not in a pofture to atl oftenfivcly again, but would be.obliged, not 
only to entreat, but to buy a peace of hiqj, w'hich would furnifh him with an oppor¬ 
tunity of forcing his own conditions upon us, 

'The King being not only a Coramanian by birth, and confequently of their tur¬ 
bulent humour, but fufficicntly elevated by hiS paft vicl^ories, foou liflened to the Eng- 
lifli advice of breaking with us. "To which he was encouraged by their affurance, that, 
they would make his caufe their own, and accordingly fupply him with all proper ne- 
cefliiries: upon which, he renewed his old courfe, and did as much mifehief as ever, 
'J’his w'e patiently fuffered for feme time, vainly expefting relief from fti'.r means ; but 
the longer w'e depended on them, they ferved only to augment Ins outrages, and oblige 
us to h^ye recourfe to forcible means, which were now become abfolutely necelTary to 
preferve our charader amongft the reft of the nations of this country ; and accordingly 
we begah to think of warmer meafures. And, in conjundion with other perfons pro- 
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pt r to be confulted, it was refolvecl to bring a confiderable force into the field, which 
Ihould, to make ftiort work at once, be able to chaftife the Commanians j for this end, 
we were of opinion, that as the Fantyneans lived now in amity with us, it would be very 
eafy to gain tliem to our fidc,#ancl, by that means, enable ourfclvcs to tame the King of 
Commany on occafion. We treated with them accordingly, and at laft, in confideration of 
the value of nine hundred pounds llerling, to be paid to them, they obliged themfclves 
to fight the ('.oinmanians till they had utterly extirpated them. We now thought our- 
felvc's very i’ecure, daily expeding the Fantyneans to lake the field ; but here the Fng- 
lifli t]u;dhcd our defign, and, in order to keep their word with the King of Commany, 
or at lealt to throw an obHac\-in our way, one of their governors went from Cabo- 
cors to Fantyn, and prevailed v.vih that people, for exafUy the fame fum as we had 
before given them, to Hand neuter; which being only oppofed by the Braffo, they 
loon difpatched him out of the wa\, fubllituting immediately g’lother in his room. To 
one who knoweth how common and trivial a crime perjury is^'amonglt the Negroes, it 
will not apjicar incredible, that they Ihould rather Hand ll'il lor one thoufaml eight 
hundred pouiuis than for nine hundred, 'rims our hopciul negotiation ended with the 
irrecoveralile iof. ot our money. 

'I’he Commanians, for this reafon, growing more arrogant, began to infult us more 
than ever; to remedy which, ve agreed with tlu' Adomians to allift us for lels than 
five huntfrrd pounds, but they falling out about the ilivifion of the money, as well as 
the AcaailliaJis and Cabefterchians (who were alfo by confraft obliged to our airn't- 
ance), agreed only not to fur one foot from home. Being thus difappointed, we calf 
our laft anchor, and agreed with the Dinkirafehians for tlie fum of eight hiiiiiired 
pounds to take our fide, but were herein fo unhappy, tliat they, failing into a war with 
their near neighbours, were obliged to neglect our caule to defend their own country ; 
they indeed were yet fo honed; as to return our money, except only a fmall quantity 
which lluck to the fingers of their meffengerB ; we alfo got back the greatell part ol 
what we ha\l given to the Adomians, but could not recover the lead part of what the 
Fantyneans had got of us. Being in this defperate condition, wc left no means unattempted 
to redrefs ourfclvcs, though in vain, for we were cheated on all fides. We thought of 
making an honourable end with the King of Commany, but how to enmpafs that we 
could not imagine ; fearing, as the F.nglilh jiromifed, wc dioidd be obliged to beg a 
peace, which had certainly happened, if at this critical junfturc a better and more ho¬ 
nourable way had not oH'crcd itfelf. The before-mentioned broilier of tlie King of 
Commany, who, for fome piece of villainy (as it is reported), had, togetlier with his 

wife and children, been fent as daves to Suriname by Mr.-, but, declared free by 

the Company, were brought hither again. Upon his arrival, we employed him to 
found whether Ids brother was rnofl inclinod to war or peace, by which means we 
found, that he being tired with the former, would be very willing to accept liie latter : 
making ufc of this opportunity to (jur entire fiitisfacfion, wo concluded a peace upon 
very honourable and good terms; neither fide defiring more than a fettled and lading 
peace, as it had undoubtedly been, if an accident as iincxpcfted had not interrupted 
it; for we had but jud begun to relidi the pleafure of our new tranquillity, and learned 
to piefer a prof^erous e:ife before a pernicious war; when the Fnglidi here being dif- 
guded at it, or growing jealous that the King would adhere too clofely to us, we being 
his old inends, and fiiake them off, or for lome other unknown reafon, they niurd('rcd 
him, in a manner eftcemed barbarous by all Kuropeans, when he came to divc’t him- 
felf amongd them, and make merry with them; thus ungratefully rewarding^ the fe- 
vcral years fervice he had done them. 

iO 
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This barbarous adion occafioned a great alteration on the coaft. The Commanians, 
hitherto fo ftridly .allied to the Englifh, became their moft inveterate enemies, refolv- 
ing, at any rate, to levenge their King’s death: Tecki-Ankan, on the contrary, be¬ 
came tlieir greatefl; friend ; and, having a hand in his brother’s murder, he fled from 
us and flieliered himfelf aniongil: the Englifli, and agree# with them to fall upon the 
Commanians with tin; hrfl: opportunity: they invited us to join with them, but that • 
was relufed, we not being cdjliged to enter into a war on ihcir account, and having too 
long found how fatal a war is .'o our commerce. They, however, went on with their 
delign, hiring tlA; Negroes of Saboe-Acany and Cabes-Torra, with which auxiliaries 
Tecki-Ankan cann,'into the field, and engaged the Conv lanians with fuch ill fuccefs. 
that, notwilhffanding tI)o number of Ins men was quauvuple to theirs, yet be \”..i to¬ 
tally routed. Tlie ( Aninian.ans owed this fignal viefury to their general, \mo-Tecki, 
a Negro, who in valo o- equalled, if not exceeded.^ their inurilcrcd Kii"/, 

Notwithllanding vve lad !)e'en hitherto ])t rfi ci!) neuter, the Negro general fent a 
civil mdfage to our gr-'criior, together with fi.vcral of the flsulls of his vanquiflied 
enemies, in token f hat'.he^iiad rcfolved to live and die in the fervice of the Hollanders j 
his nicllenger was civilly neeived, and after thanks and prefents to the general, dif- 
inifled. Were 1 obliged to*determine concerning this adion, I mull own that we had 
then the faircil opporiunit\ in the world to obltrud the Englifh, and refent their former 
injuries, il we had quitted 'I’ecki-Ankan as he deferted us, ;ind joined with the Coni- 
manians againff them, fkit here was a Remora in tlie way : for one of the greatefl 
villains of this country being then broker to the Canijtany here, had lb gainc’d the ear 

of Mr.-our governor, that he looked upon all otiicr advice as pernicious. 'J’his 

favourite, whether encouraged thereto by interefl,or prompted bv an inveterate hatred, is 
uncertain, was continually buzzing flories in the governor’s cars, in order fo irritate him 
againff the (iominanians. 'Ehey, in the' mean-time, difeerning iiis carriage, where it 
was likely to t'lid, were not ufraiil to nljcr us fome injuries ; by wliich means Akim (fo 
the broker was called) gained his end fo he had nov. fome arguments to offer for be- 

gitming a war againft mem, and fucce^eded fo well with Mr.-, th'^f,’without con- 

lultirig or imparting it to the' ceAincii, he refolved upon an aclion equally perfidious and 
detellable ; which was to attack the Eetutms, a people fubjetf to the Commanians, 
cemtrary te) the common faith of natlems, when they came under our proteftion to 
market with their goods ; accordingly this was barbaroufiy put in execution, and they 
robbed of all they brought, fome of them killed, and eighty made prifoners. Pray, 
Sir, be pleafed to judge impartially; Was not the law of nations herein vie-lated in the 
higheft degree ? 1 cannot help believing it was; and that His Excellency cannot an- 

fwer his acting in this manner, without the advice or knowledge of the council. Had 
they indeed confented to this bale aftion, he might, as a pretext, have alledged, that 
thefe of Fetu were juftly punifhed, becaufc .thcy murdered fome women of Khnina as 
they were pafling fjy them ; though it is very intprobablc, becaufe the' Fetuans pro- 
felled thcmfelves innexent of this fa£l, and* kept up a good corrcipondence with us; 
nor is it to be imagined they durll fo far injure us, or offer fuch a piece of villainy, or 
that, after that, they Ihould feaiiefs and defencelefs come to our market to vend their 
commodities, is w'hat can never be believed by unprejudiced perfbns. But feveral 
boldly affirmed, that the above-mentioned murder.of the women w;j^ committed by the 
contrivance and command of Akim himfelf and Tecky-Ankan ; defignedly to lay it to 
tho.gharge of the Commanians, in order to ferve as a fpecious pretext to juflify our 
brea^ng and interrupting all commerce with them. Whether this be true or falfe 
Heaven only can determine j but it is certain, that the gentlemen of the council, 
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thbstgh thcf, zcfebted it as an aboltiinable n£Bon, were not willing to difcover thdi^ fen- 
tiinents'wbw paft, becaufe the blame muft necelTarily fall upon Akim, whom they knew 
to btf' villain enough to revenge hitftfelf at the expence of their lives: for which reafon,, 
thCT paffed over it in filence^ 

By thefe unwarrantable praftices our trade at Elmina was immediately flifled, and 
the Commanians and Fetuans were become our profefled enemies; which fo animated 
the Englilh, that inftead of making peace with the Saboans, the ftrongell of the two, 
diey ftrengthened themfelves to the utmoft, and once more engaged the Commanians; 
who with their fmall force behaved themfelves fo well, that they had certainly got the 
day if their general had not k?en obliged to retire out of the army .by a wound he re- 
ceived; which fo confounded tm^,that after they had began to put their enemies to flight, 
upon mifling their commander, they betook themfelves to their heels in the utmoft dif- 
order, leaving Tecki-Ankan and hl»y followers an entire \\ 6 ioxy‘J their general and feve- 
ral of the moft confiderable amongft them being killed and ^ken prifoners. By this 
fuccefs Tecki-Ankan became King of Commany, and we, as,well as the Engli/h, had a 
lhare of advjmtage by it; though we might, if other meafjj'res had been taken, have 
done ourfelves much more confiderable fervices; but, not to lay down uncertainties for 
undeniable truths, all men, whilft they are men, are liable to frailties, and the managers 
of this affair had their frailties as well as others. Thus I have faid enough of the Com- 
manian war, and its true fource, by which you may be the better enabled to fpeak of 
it on occafion, and though I have left blanks for the names of our governors, you 
cannot be ignorant who is there intended; I have alfo handled the whole as tenderly as 

was poffible without prejudice to truth; and, what is faid to the difadvantage of Mr. . . 

ought rather to be afcribed to his miftaken opinion of his favourite Akim, than to any 
ill intention; but if you afk how he became fo fond of him, it is reported, that before 
he was preferred to the government, this wretch ferved him with a fidelity uncommon 
amongft the Negroes, which tinftured him widi fuch a fettled good opinion of him, 
that he never^ could believe any thing againft him. However it was, it is certain, that 
his fond affeftion to this villain was by him abufed only to enrich himfelf, and render 
his mafter’s government odious to all people; and thus he is liable to be injured who 
repofeth too much confidence in any one man, and defpifeth the good intentions of 
others to ferve him. 

I (hall fubmit this rehttion to your impartial judgment, and return to the end of 
Commany. Three little miles below our fort Vredenburg, at the village or town of 
Mina, is fituate the caftle of St. George d’Elmina, fo famous throughout the world; it 
takes its name from the town, but why the Portuguefe, who were its baptizers, gave it 
this name, I capnot determine, for no gold mines are found for feveral miles about it; 
but if I may guefs, I am apt to think it was becaufe here they found a great affluence 
of gold from all parts; which feeming juft as if it came immediately from the mines, 
might probably induce them to give it this name, which it hath ever fince kept. I can- 
not pretend to inform you exadlly when they began to build the caftle, but can oBjly 
tell you, that we took it from them in 1638, and it is indeed juftly become femous; 
for to fpeak but the bare truth of it, for beauty and ftrength it hath not its equal upon 
the whole coaft. It is built fquare, with very high walls, four good batteries within, 
and another on tha outwork of the «aftle; on the fide towards the land it is adorned 
with two canals, cut in the rock on which it ftands, which are always fumilhed with 
rain or frefh water, fufficient for the ufe of our garrifon and fhips: befides which, we 
have within the caftle three very fine cifterns, holding feveral hundred tuns, to preferve 
rain*water, fo that we are in no great danger of wanting that neceffary element. tJpon • 

the 
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:he caftle are placed -1— heavy brafs-guns; befid^ ’^6 te^jper battery ^is fii!ed,'^(ll 
iron pieces, which are daily fired by way of falutation to fhips,' and on luch like occax 
Ions. There is room for a garrifon of above two Hundred men in this caftle, as well 
as for feveral officers befides, all which may be fo conveniaitly lodged, that they would 
have no reafon to complain. * 

Under, or before this caftle, is the town of Mina, called by the natives Oddena; it 
is very long and indifferently broad; the houfes are built with rock-ftone, in which it 
differs from all other places, they being ufually only compofed of clay and wood. 
About fifteen or fixteen years paft it was very populous, and eight times as ftrong as at 
prefent, the inhabitants being then very terrible to all the Negroes on the coaft, and 
inch as could, under a good general, fucceed in greaf Undertakings; but about .Ifieen 
years paft, the fmall-pox fwept away fo many, and filice, by the Commanian wars, to¬ 
gether with the tyrant 'cal government of fome their generals, they have been lb 
miferably depopulated a d impoveriftied, that it is hardly to be believed how weak it is 
' at prefent, it not being abltUo furnilh out fifty armed men without the help of the fervants 
of the Europeans • atid tl we is no place upon the whole Gold Coaft without fome of the 
Negroes of Elminu^hlbr of them, who were friends to the Commanians, fled to 
them, but moft of tliA\i from the tyranny of their governors, and our above-mentioned 
Akim, who only kept them as fheep for flaughter. When I firft came upon the coa% 
I have frequently told five or fix hundred canoes which went a fiftiing every morning ; 
whereas ndw fcarcely one hundred appear, and all the people fo poor, that their miferable 
cafe is very deplorable, efpecially if we refle£b upon their former condition: fo that 
indeed, it is highly necefl'ary that a governor fhould quickly be fet over them; who, 
by mild ufagg, would foon recall the deferters, efpecially if he were fo prudent as to 
banifti, or at leaft cramp Akim, fo that he fhould not be able to go far inland, where 
he hath, at our coft, made himfelf fo many friends, that he would certainly do more 
mii'chief. ‘This is what I am of opinion would fucceed well if put in prafHce, and j 
heartily wifh it for the good of our company, and all the poor people of tlje village; in 
which hope and expectation 1 conclude, icc. 


LE'FTER IV. — Containing a De/cription of Fetu, and our Fort^ together with the chirf 
Place of Refidcnce of the Englijh, and another Fort there fttuated.—A Defeription of 
Saboe, and Fort Najfaw there ; of Fantyn and the Places pojfcjfed by us, and the Englijh.— 
The great Power and perverfe Nature of the Fantynean Negroes, by which we, as well 
as the Englijh, fuffer very much. 

Sir, 

I WROTE to you —— my laft, which, though it met with a tedious paffage, I hope 
did not prove difagreeable when it reached your hands, and fince I fent that, I am 
honoured with yours of the 24th, brought td the coaft by a Zealand interloper. I can¬ 
not help obferving, that, pufhed on by a very inquifitive genius, you not only make ufe 
of all opportunities of writing to me, continually urging me to purfue my defeription of 
the coaft ; but are always putting me in mind of anfwering by the fame fhip. But iny 
very good friend, do not you know that I am forbidden the rebt'ring of any letters 
from, or delivery of any to fuch ihips. I dare fay you think there is no difference what 
fliipLirings the letter, if it be right delivered; well, to tell you the truth, I do not think 
the di^erence very great, and provided our company be not injured, I caimot fee any 
crime in it; wherefore you may be affured that 1 fhall flip no opportunitv, and if you 

pleafe 
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pteafe to cott^«e the fame care, ihe opportuttirik here, and in Europe, are fo freqti^nt, ’ 
that we may be enabled, by the continual interchange of letters, to be always informed 
of each other’s welfare. . • . . . < 

From my former three, which in all probability you have received before now, you 
found that I am free enough, and confequently need not be afleed twice: but to gratify 
your defire as elFedtually as 1 can, I fliall begin where 1 broke off my laft, at the caftle 
!of Elmina, and fo continue my defeription. 

Below, or next our caftle, and by the village Mina, runs a fmall river inwards to¬ 
wards the country, for about half a mile, the water of whicli, according to Monfieur 
Foequenbrog, is ten times.falt'^ than the falteli: luine or pickle: though 1 have, in the 
months of May and June, foun^ it as frefh as rain-^vutcr; perhaps becaufe in thefe 
months the rains are fo great, an'd the waters j;dl oil the circuwijacent hills into this 
river, as fwiftly as a tide from the \a, fo that this pl.ice is veiV convenient for water¬ 
mills, the ftream fo running, that it would eafily turn a mill, yidut what Mr. Foequen¬ 
brog affirms of the faltnefs of this river, mult be underftoo/ in very dry feafons: for*-' 
the foil heresd?outs being very nitrous, and the river very Di^low, it is probable enough 
that the fea-water in this river may be fooner congealed imo fait by the fun, than in 
the main fea, which the inhabitants have alfo oblerved: 'for they boil this water into 
felt, by which they gain confiderably. I’his river feparates the country of Commany 
from that of Fetu. Near this, and in Fetu, is fttuate upon a high hill, called St.Jago, 
our fortrQfs of Conraadsburg, which is a beautiful quadrangular fort, ftrenj;fthened, as 
moft of ours are, with four good batteries, befides four lefl’er, which it hath in the out- 
wall that encompalfes it. In fliort, here is cannon enough, and the fort is fo ftrong, 
that if it were well ftored with provifions, and w'ell garrifoned, it would do very good 
fervice: it has an indifferent high tower in the middle, which only adorns the building, 
but from the top affords a nioft beautiful profpeef of the circumjacent land and ocean, 
as well as ufefully ferves to difeover Ihips fevcw or eight miles diftant at fea. 

Before any fort was built upon St. Jago, that hill was of great fervice ; it was from 
thence we chiefly obliged the caftle of St. George to furrender, for our cannon planted 
there perfeftly commanded the caftle ; wherefore we ought to be nearly concerned for 
the defence and prefervation of this fort and hill; for thefe once loft, the caftle of 
St. George could not hold out long, and accordingly therefore as much care is always 
taken of this as the caftle itfelf, there being always an enfign left there with a good 
garrifon under his command. St.Jago being in Fetu, 1 fhal! here acquaint you that 
that land is forty miles long, and about as broad: it begins, as I have told you above, 
with the hill St. Jago, or the Salt River, and ends below the Danifli Mount, paffing 
by Cabocors.. This country was formerly fo powerful and populous that it ftruck 
terror into all its neighbour-nations, efpccially that of Commany, which it fubjefted to 
its government. But it is at prefent fo drained by continual wars, that it is entirely 
ruined, and almoft owns the Commanians its mafters, the King of Fetu nor his nobles 
not daring to ftir without the periniflion 6f the King of Commany ; the greateft caufe 
of which is, that in the Commaniau wars Fetu wa.s diyided, part of it adhering to the 
Commanians, and part to our fide, and feme of each being killed they fuftered a double 
lofs, and were veryr much diminiftied in the laft battle, fo that you may very well con- 
jefture they canilot be very nume|ous ; nor indeed are there enough to give this fine 
country its proper tillage, though it is fo fruitful and pleafant that it may be compared 
to Ante. Frequently upon walking through it before the laft war, I have it 
abound with fine well-built and populous towns, fo agreeably enriched with vafl: quan¬ 
tities of Corn and cattle, palm-wme and oil, that it was not a little pleafant to otiferve; 
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but '^bat was moft charttiteg was, that it was fo with fmooth__, 

and trees ftanding fo thick together, from Elmina to SirtiBe (a village about a mife ani^ 
a half up the Fetuan country), that I have been flieltered both from fun and raini 
The beautiful lofty trees on the hills, and frelh rivers in this couritry, do liot a little 
adorn it. In Ihort, this land very well deferves its fituation fo near our chief place of 
refidence. 

The inhabitants all apply themfelves without any diftinftion to agriculture; fome fow 
corn, others prefs oil and dra'v wine from the palm-tree, with both which it is plenti¬ 
fully ftored. About three miles on foot, or two long ones by fea from this place, at 
the town of Ooqma, or accojding to others, Cabacors which is a cape bearing out 
at fea, is the Englim chief fort, which next to that of St/lieorge d’Elmina is the largeft 
and moft beautiful orj the whole coaft ; within, it i 41 lvell furniftied with fine';.nd well- 
built dwelling-places } before it they have alfo built a high turret to fecure the lives of 
the people of the town^ /in cafe of an invafion of hbftile Negroes. The fort is ftrength-' 
ened with four very lai'CT batteries, befides a fifth, on which are planted thirteen pieces 
of heavy cannon, and tlVfe being pointed at the water-paflage, can eafily prevent any 
fitips of their enemies’ anchoring in that road; befides which, a great- rock lies juft 
before the fort, fo that it is’ impoftible to ftioot at it from the fea. 

The woril of all is, that here is generally but a very weak garrifon 5 one partj^ 
which (1 mean the foldiers) cotifills of fuch miferable poor wretches, that the v^‘ 
fight of them excites pity. They look as awkward and as wrifled as an old company of 
Spaniards; the reafon of which is, partly, that they greedily entertain thofe who quit 
or deleft our fervice ; which they will never deliver over to us out of a miftaken mercy, 
thereby freeing them from their deferved punilhment. And though by firm promifes 
and mutual agreement, we have frequently and interchangeably obliged ourfelves not 
to countenance or entertain any deferters from each other, but on the contrary to fend 
them home in irons, yet they have once more broken the articles ; and notwithftand- 
ing that thofe who run away from u 5 are chiefly fottifli wretches, yet they are‘Very" 
welcome to tiiem; the Englilh never being better pleafed than when thtf foldier fpends 
his money in 'drink, efpecially in punch; a liquor made of brandy, water, lime-juice 
and fugar, which make altogether an unwholefome mixture. Some, of the agents 
make a confidcrable advantage of felling this liquor by their emiflaries under-hand; 
for the foldier pays double its value, and thofe who fpend but a little money that way, 
are Hire to be very well beaten, they taking no care whether the foldier at pay-day faves 
gold enough to buy vnlhuils, for it is fufficient if he have but fpent it in punch; by 
which excefliVe tipling and forry feeding, moft of the garrifon look as if they were 
hag-ridden. This is a I'ault which fome greedy agents will not corredf, becaufe they 
would lofe too much by an alteration. 

It is very well known that you are a learned phyfician, but I cannot tell whether 
you are of Mr. Bomekoe’s opinion, who ventures to fay that moft men ftiorten their 
days by an irregular way of living, but tjiis muft be candidly interpreted: however, 
you uuderftandiUg this belt, 1 fliall leave it to you to determine ; but if our mentioned 
author means fuch irregular lives as the Engliih live here, I fliould make no difficulty 
to declare for his doctrine. It is incredible how many are coni'umed by this damnable 
liquor (pardon the exprellion), which is not only confined to the foldiery, but fome of 
the principal people are fo bigotted to it, that k really believe ro: all the time I was 
upon the coaft, that at leaft one of their agents, and fadors innumerable, died yearly, 
bo that if the ftate of health in Guinea be computed by the number of Englilh which 
die' here, cer^inly this country mull have a much more unhealthful name in England, 

than 



3^0 bosman's guinea. 

It •* 

than with us; and to tell an EngUfliman that their illnefs proceeds froiin their debauches 
in this liquor, would fignify juft as much as to inform them that the exceflive eating of 
flefh (of which they are fuch great lovers) is very prejudicial to human bodies. But 
enbugh of this. 

Under the Englift fort is the before-mentioned town, which was formerly well peo- 
, pled j but this, as well as all the others, has fuffered very much in the Cammanian 
war ; befides that the mnltiplicity of Englifh interlopers hath continually ftript it of its 
inhabitants; for when they come hither, they always take fome of them with them to 
Fida, to affift them in buying of flaves; dfter which, they liking the jplace, live there,, 
and feldom remember to come home again, fo that at prefent the village is half wafted, 
and the houfes are in a ruinateS^ondition. 

Behind'this town the Englilh njve a large tower, upon* which are planted fix pieces 
of cannon, and garrifoned I beliete with about as many men. /This doth, or lliould 
ferve, as they fay, to keep the N^roes of the town in awe, ^ well as defend them 
from all other Negroes their enemies, that come from the in-ljpd country ; but in my 
opinion, it is a perfeii unneceffary charge, their caftle beingyto high that it will eafily 
perferm that office alone. 

Under the Englifh fort is a houfe, not unlike a fmall fort/ with a flag on it and fome 
qa^on; this is.inhabited by an Englifh Mulatto, by name Edward Barter, who hath 
a greater power on the coaft than all the three Englifh agents together (in whom the 
chief command of the coaft is vefted jointly); who, by reafon of their fliort flay here, 
are fo little acquainted with the affairs of this coaft, that they fufl'er thcmfelves to be 
guided by him, who very well knows how to make his advantage of th<?m ; he is 
become fo confiderable that he can raife a large number of armed men, fome whereof 
are his own Haves, and the reft freemen that adhere to him ; fo that his intereft is at 
prefent fo great that he is very much refpefted, honoured and ferved by the principal 
people about him; and whoever defigns fo trade with the Englifli, muff ftand well 
with him before he can fuccecd. This Mulattd pretends to be a Chriftian, and by his 
knowledge of »;hat religion, which he hath acquired by the advantage he hath of reading 
and writing, might very well pafs for one; but his courfe of life is utterly contra- 
didlory, for though he is lawfully married in England, he hath above eight wives and 
as many miftreffes. But this the Englifh muft not take for difhoneft or irreligious, 
fince inoft of their chief officers or governors follow the Mulatto’s e.\ample pretty 
clofely, for I believe that two of the prefent agents have about fix. 

Upon the Danifh Mount (fo called becaufe the Danes pofl'efl'ed it before-the Englifh), 
is another Englifh fort, of w'hich they boaft as mucli as we do of ours of St. Jago,. but 
without the leaft reafon, for it lay four years more like a defolate country cottage than 
a fortrefs, its fhattered walls being mended with clay, and its houfe within covered 
with reeds, as thofe of the Negroes j and if I were an utter ftranger to the flovenlinefs 
of the Englifh, I fhould admire why they are fo carelefs of a place of fo great an im¬ 
portance ; for if an enemy becomes mafter of this hill, and plants but fix pieces of 
cannon there, he is confequently mafter of*Cabacors alfo, it lying fo far at his mercy 
that he may from hence level it with the ground ; and yet it continued in this ridiculous 
condition all the laft war, and might eafily have been taken by twelve men; and 
really we cannot help wondering here to fee the Englifh regard nothing fo much as 
enriching themfelv^ at the expence their mafters. 

But at laft, it feems, fome well-meaning officer has informed the gentlemen of the 
African Company in England, of th€ wretched ftate of this fortrefs; for in the year 
1699 expreCs orders came to repair and put it in a poflure of defence; and ever fence 
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they have been’Vebuilding of it, having entirely poUed down the old one. The agents 
obliged me with a fight of the model, purfuant to which th«t already finiflied is built 
as the whole is intended; and by this I perceive they dp not defign to take up a large 
compafs of ground; but when finilhed it will be fo Itrong that no fart on tlie coaft will 
be Comparable to it. 1 he form of it, and the natural ftrength of the hill, which they 
intend to cut fteep, fo that but one accefs to it fliall be left, will render it fo AwtiJ 
that if well ftored with provifions, and well garrifoned, it cannot be taken without great 
difficulty ; which will be yet augmented if we confider that the enemies, being unac- 
cullomed to th(\ air, and apprehcnfive of the natives, can hardly befiegeit: they who 
would have it mtift take it by furprize, for I dare engag' when it is finilhed the Endilh 
may fafcly depend on it: but the building advances fo, nowly, that heaven knows \Sen 
that will be. But tp leave i !.e Engliffi to Ihift for thejielves, and to come to 0 ir defcrip- 
tion of Saboe, whic/' oegins at the bottom of this lyJl, igid ends about half a mile below 
Mouree, being in its yhole extent along the fliore hardly two miles long, and about 
twice as broad. From Vhe Daniffi Mount it is about a little half mile to Congo, where 
we formerly had a fine ftone houfe, divided and fituated upon two hillocks, where our 
flag vyas planted, of whic-,^ there is only a fmall remainder left, fufficient to proVfe our 
propriety ; and indeed we’eannot expect any other advantage by building in this place 
than to keep out other Europeans ; for if any of them fliould fettle here, they might 
very much prejudice our trade at Mouree. ^ ^* 

Saboe is about equal in power with Commany, and its inhabitants exadiy as great 
villains, we being obliged to blame their King, next the Engliffi, for the mifearriage of 
our defig-i agiinlt Commany. For this ignominious wretch, under pretence of being 
moderator betw'ixt the Commaiiians and us, abuied us feveral times by dilatory and 
fraudulent means, which, though we plainly faw, yet we were afraid to refent, lead: 
inflerd of a feigned friend, we fliould make him our profefled enemy; and for this 
reafon, we were obliged, not only to pals by his mean-ijiirited frauds unobferved, but 
fometimes alfo to make him a prefent. ’ 

The kingdom of Saboe produceth, in great abundmee, corn, jammes* potatoes, and 
other fruits of the earth; with which, and palm-oil, about an hundred Canoas are 
daily laden at Mouree, bound for Axim and Acra. 

At Mouree, about half a mile below Congo, ftands our fort NalTaw, buik by our- 
fclves, which was our chief place of refidence when the Portuguefe had Eiminaj and 
really if Elmina were not in being, we needed not to b- afliamcd to own this for our 
chief fort. It is almoft fquare, the front being fomewhat the brpadeft ; it is provided 
with four batteries aud eighteen pieces of cannon ; the walls are higher than thofe of 
any fort, except Elmina, upon the whole coaft; the curtain takes in the two fea-bat- 
teries, and is fo fpacious and convenient, that we might eafily make ffich a battery as 
the Englifli have at Cabocors : but its greateft ornaments and conveniences are the four . 
towers placed at its four corners. To be ffiort, this fort is next Elmina, which is our * 
belt. It was formerly garrifoned by feventy or eighty men ; whole number at prefent is 
very much diminiffied, though there are enough Hill left to defend it againft the 
Negroes. 

I’he village Mouree, lying under it, is not fo large as Elmina, but more populous • 
the greateft part of its inhabitants are fiffiermen, whu go our every morning four or ^ 
five hundred Canoas to fiffi, and, upon their retur^, are obliged to p:iy the fifth fiffi as a 
toll to our fadlor, who governs this town. This fort of toll we yet referve at three 
^aces befides, viz. at Axim, Chama, and Elmiiia, b) reafon we have conquered thefe 
places, though I dare not affirm that of Mouree. No other Europeans have ' ‘ 
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culiar prerogadye, nor dp any of them exercife fuch a fovereign authPrity over th«f 
Negro fubjeEts as we; which is indeed chiefly their own fault, and, by their means, 
we have alfe^loft fome of our former power. 

Before I leave Saboe, I muft inform you, that its natives have been longeft known 
to our Company, whofe direftors have feen two of their ambafladors at Amfterdam, 
though fo long ago, that I know nothing of their reception or their errand to Holland; 
of both which the prefent King is as ignorant as myfelf. 

I defigned to have ended this letter with the Saboan county, but having time enough 
on ray hands to deferibe the Fantynean land, I fliall take this opportunity to do it. 
This country borders on the weft ol Saboe, the Iron Mount, half a mi|c below Mouree, 
being its extremity : this hill is about a quarter of a mile long, and hath on its highell 
part a charming walk fo thickly ^ded with trees, that the light is obfeured at noon¬ 
day. From the foot of this hiU FaiSijyn extends itfelf about nine ^ ten miles along the 
fea-fide, being alfo fome miles broad. J 

The Englifo have a fort in this country, befides three lodges^as we have a fort here 
alfo. The firft Englifli flag which offers itfelf to our view in /our defeent, is at Inge- 
nifian, where the entire garrifon cohufts of one whole Englifly^ww, who lies here: Is it 
poflible for him to preferve the honour of the flag ? ' 

^alf a mile below this, at Annamabo, the Englilh have a finall, but very neat, com- 
pa8: fort; near which, the road is always full of Englilh Ihips. This place would 
afford a confiderable gold and flave-trade, if the Englilh interlopers did not carry it 
very near all, and the Zeland interlopers are fure to make ufe of what opportunity the 
others leave. 

I’he Englifh here are fo horribly plagued by the Fantynean Negroes,, that they are 
fometimes even confined to their fort, not being permitted to ftir out. And if the 
Negroes diflike the governor of the fort, they ufually fend him in a Canoa in contempt 
to Cabocors; nor are the Englifli able to oppofe or prevent it, but are obliged to raase 
their peace by a prefent. The town Annamabo may very well pafs for the ftrongeft on 
the whole coalt, affording as many armed men as the whole kingdom of Saboe or 
Commhny; and yet in proportion but a fifth part of Fantyn. 

If the Fantyneans were not in perpetual civil divifions, the circumjacent countries 
would fo'en find their power by the irruptions into their territories. Befides that this 
land is fo populous, it is very rich in gold, flaves, and all forts of neceflaries of life ; 
but more efpecially corn, which they fell in lar^ quantities to the Englifli fliips. This 
great opulency has rendered them fo arrogant and haughty, that an European who 
would traffic with them is obliged to ftand bare to them. 

Here is no king, the government being in the hands of a chief commander, whom 
they call their Blraffo, a word importing leader. He is a fort of chief governor, and 
has the greateft power of any in the whole land, but is fomewhat clofely reftrained by 
the old men, who are a fqrt of national counfellors, not unlike fome European parlia¬ 
ment, afting perfedly according to their inclinations, without confulting the Braffo; 
befidK thefe, every part of Fantyn hath alio its particular chief, who will fometimes 
fcarce own himfelf fubjed to the Braffo, who hath the ineffedlual name of fuprerae 
power. 

The inland inhabitants, befides trading, are employed in tillage and drawing of palm- 
wine; of which they have a fort h^e called Quaker (which fignifies the fame as in 
Englifli), from its extraordinary exhuarating qualities, which are experienced by thofe 
who take large draughts of it j it is fold at doubje the price of the common fort, tBru 
fo» greedily bought up, that there isfeldom enough for the demand. 
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The Negroes of Fahtyli drive a very great trad6 aU forts of interlopers, and 
that freely and boldly in the fight of both .nations; I mean the Englifo and Dutch,, 
neither or them daring to hinder it: for if they flioald attempt it, it woulijt ruin them 
there, we not having the leaft power over this nation. There are, I believe, four 
thoufand fifliermen ip this country. 

But to proceed on our journey; about half a ipile farther, we come to Adja, a viU 
lage, where, as well as formerly at Annamabo, we had a fort, till by treachery we 
were forced out of it by the Snglifli, who being jointly engarrifoned with our men, 
treated them in"^ barbarous and cruel manner. The Englifo have planted their flag 
upon a Negro’s '4pufe here, .and their Company hath one feftor here to buy millet of 
the Fantyneans for their flave-foips j but he finding greater profit in trading -Svirh the 
interlopers, can fpar^ his n:.after’s foips but a final! ,^pare. 

A little lower, ju*. at the village, juftly called ’•wtle Cormantyn, ftand sour fortrefo 
Amfterdam, the chief -efidence of the Englifo, till they were driven from thence by 
Admiral De Ruyter, anno 1665. This fort being fufficiently large, is ftrengthened 
by three fmall and a fino^large battery, containmg twenty pieces of cannon. The go¬ 
vernor fet over this fort is a chief fador, as that of Mouree. A moderate charge 
would very much improve this fortrefs; but the commerce of the place not being fuf- 
ficient to bear the expence, it is better to let it alone. This village is fo fmall and wrelj^- 
edly poor, it is not worth our thoughts. But Great Cormantyn, a town which lies a 
cannon-foot below our fort upon a high hill, is fo large and populous, that it very well 
deferves the name of great: all the inhabitants, befides mercantile traders,* are fifoer- 
men, amounting to the number of feven or eight hundred, and fometimes one thou¬ 
fand. From this place the country of Fantyn reaches feven or eight miles on the foore, 
being all the way replenifoed with fmall villages, very pleafant to obferve in palling by 
in a Canoa. 

At the end of Fantyn, the Englifo,^ two years part, planted another flag, and began . 
to build a fort; whether their expedations were not fadsfied, or they could mot agree 
with the Negroes, is uncertain, but at prefent they are endeavounng 'to remove all 
the materials from thence, wliich the Negro commander-in-chief hath hitherto hin¬ 
dered ; and how it will end, time muft difeover. 

From what I have faid, you may be informed what places the Englifo and/<?e poflTefs 
in Fantyn, both of us having an eqi^l power, that is, none at all. For when thefe 
people are inclined to it, they fout up all the paiTes fo clofe that not one merchant can 
poflibly come from the in-land country to trade with us, and fometimes, not content 
with this, they prevent the bringing provifions to us, till we have made peace with 
them. Th<^ have a hank upon us, we having formerly contraded to give them a 
good fum of ready money, befides 300 guilders for every one of the'Company’s Ihips 
which for the future foould bring any goods hither, in confideration of their aid in the 
taking Fort Amfterdam, and other auxiliary afliftance: but in this contrad it was par¬ 
ticularly ftipulated, that llave-foips foould be exicepted from paying any thing; notwith- 
ftanding which they are now become fo unreafonable, that they will make no difference 
between flave-foips and others, obliging us equally to pay for all; and all our remon- 
ftrances that it is contrary to the treaty are wholly ineffedual, for if we will live at quiet, 
we are always obliged to humour them. They alfo extort a goo^ fum from the Eng- 
lifo yearly j in foort, they treat us both alike. But having faid enough for this time, 
l^defire you to accept the repeated affurances of my fervice, &c. 
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£,TTER W.Diyi-r//>/ng f/je Country of Acron^ and our fort there ; Agonna^ and the 
Englijh Fort there ; and lajlly^ the great Kingdom of Aquamboe, and the Englijh^ 
DarUjhy and Dutch Forts in it; together with fome remarkable Events in that Country. 

Sir, 

MY Jaft of the 27th —— concluded with Fantyn. The yet undefcribed remainder 
of the Gold Coaft contains the three following kingdoms, viz. Acroiy, Agonna, and 
Aquamboe. The firft whereof borders on the Fantynean country; in the middle 
of if, at the village Apam, in the\year 1697, began to build a fmall fort, or rather 
houfe, now fortified with two battles : to this we have given the name of Fort Lcyd- 
faamheyd, i. e. Patience, becaufe m met with fufBcient opportunity of exercifing that 
virtue in building it, by the frequent oppofitions of the Negroes. Our chief fador 
there, by the deadnefs of trade, and the depraved nature of th^ inhabitants, is fo per¬ 
plexed, that he hath enough to do to iteep his temper. I nev/r was fo deceived in my 
expedation as by thefe Natives ; they appeared fo well at fira, that by my advice the 
building of this fort was very much expedited, but I foon enough repented of it. Upon 
the two batteries are eight pieces of cannon, but its greateft llrength and ornament is 
derived from a fine turret before it. 

The village which lies under it is very little, and formerly, as well as now, only in¬ 
habited by' fifhermen. But this place, as well as all Acron, is very conveniently 
lituated for trade; and if the natives were more tradable, might in few years become 
a populous town. Acron, as 1 told you, is a kingdom; but its King under the pro- 
tedion of his principal fubjeds, efpecially his nephew and general: this is a moft 
pernicious villain, whofe favage humour occafioned all the difl'erences we have had, 
~?nd the oppofition we have met with here. I have feveral times difeourfed with him, 
and though I could not difeover any capacity in him that he was a man of the leaft 
judgment, yet the whole council turns upon and centers in him. The reft of the 
chiefs are all very good men, and are not for pufhing on war. The King, who is 
about feventy years of age, is an extraordinary good-natured man, with whom 1 have 
often beerfwery merry : he is thought to be the richeft prince in ready-money on the 
whole coaft (except the King of Aquamboe), aifo yet I have obferved him fo meanly 
robed, that all he had about him was not worth naif a crown. 

The people of Acron f^dom or never enter into war; for having chofen the 
Fantyneans for their protedors, none dare injure or attack them} by which they have 
a very good opportunity ol' tilling their land in quiet; and they accordingly bufband 
their time and ground fo well, that every year produceth a plentiful harveft, a great 
part <if which crop they difpofe of to other countries. Harts, hares, partridges, phea- 
fants, and other wild-fowl and quadrupeds are here in great abundance, and very good. 
About three or four months part, three or four friends and myfelf had the diverfion of 
taking a hare in a manner not very common. Behind our fort, which is built on a 
hill, is a vale about a mile fquare, w'here there were abundance of hay-cocks'; here, 
about twilight we met a young hare, that, being purfued by my dog, took refuge in a 
hay-cock; in which, though we made a diligent fearch, we could not find him, till at 
laff burning thy hay-cock, to our mighty furprize, we found the hare fitting under the 
afhes of the hay unhurt, and carried her alive with us to Elmina. From this accident, 
and the vaft quantities of hares, I queftion not but a good pack of exquiftte huntefl^ 
v. o«Id have very good fport here.. 
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Acron is divided into Little and Great Acron. Little Acron is that which we have 
defcribed : Great Acron is further in*land, and its govemment is a fort'of republic, if 
not anarchy} and though thefe are two countries, and have no dependance on each 
other, yet they live in perfeft amity. 

A little below our fort a fait river takes its courfe in-land about a mile, which abounds 
both in fifh and fowl, and is conlequently very pleafant. 

About a mile further eaftward, in the country of Agonna, is a very high hill, called 
Monte de IMable, or Devil’s Mount; to whom it is often prefented by the feamen, be- 
caufe being very ''|iigh, they often fee it at a diftance, long before they can reach it, 
when the wind is v»ntrary. This hill is reported to be e-niched with vaft quantities of 
gold ; of which it is alfo iiflirmed, that the Agonnafian Negroes, after violet ft>'r.ers, 
gathered it to a confid-’iable value, the rain having \Hifhed it off with the fanu. This 
year one Mr. Raergs ciod at Cabocors, who was ag^t for the Englifli, and entrufled 
with a mere ample conr-niffion than any of his predeceffors, or the three together who 
ufed to govern, had been, charged with for feveral years. This extenfive commiffion, 
if we may believe the EngM), was given him by the direSors of the African Company, 
becaufe he had informed th'em of, and promifed to dig gold, or gold ore, out of this 
hill, and fend it over to them. To this purpofe he brought all manner of neceffary 
inftruments along with him. But 1 am certain if he had purfued his defign effefliually, 
the Agonnafians would have treated him and his men as ill as the Commanians did us j 
which, 1 believe, his fucceffors will wifely confider. 

Agonna begins with or about this hill, and is at prefent, as it hath for fijme time 
pall, been governed by a woman, with as much courage and condud as other countries 
are ruled by men. 1 do not remember any other kingdom among the Negroes where 
the fupremacy defeends to females as w'ell as males. This governels is fo wife, that to 
keep the government entirely in her own hands, {he lives unmarried. But that (he may 
not remain a perfed ffranger to the foft paliion, Ihe generally buys a brilk Jolly flave, 
with whom flie diverts herfelf; prohibiting him, on forfeiture of his head, to in¬ 
trigue with any other woman: and when the youth has loft his charms, or her paftion 
palls, he is exchanged for another, though fome will not allow hgr fo honourable as 
to be fatisfied with one at a time; if fhe fhould, it would difeover a natural chaftity 
and virtue, fmee, checked by no religion or law, Ihe is fo perfedly miftr^fs of her 
favours, that ftie may confer them on whom {he pleafeth without fear or fcandal. 

About the middle of Agonna the Englilh built a fmall fort in the year 1694 ; it is 
covered with a flat roof, and hath four batteries, fo large ^at a man may eafily leap 
over them without a ftick ; and the guns are of a proportionable bigtlefs, one of them 
difeharging a half pound ball: in Ihort, it is like our forts at Bourry, Zaconde, 
Chama, and Apam, and theirs at Dickjefehoof, a fort which wants another to defend 
it. The adjacent village, by fome called Wimba and others Simpa, is about as large 
as other villages commonly are, chiefly inhabited by fifliermen, and very agreeably 
fituated amongft trees. Trade is here at as low an ebb as at Apam ; but when the 
wars in the in-land country come to an end, both places will be found well fituate for 
commerce. 

Agonna furpaffes Acron in largenefs, power, and riches; though in fertilky and 
pleafantnefs they are very near equal, ^nly the former is adorned wi^h a beautiful large 
frelh river, which both the Englifh and Negroes affirm to abound as piqntifully with 
ovfters and other fifh, and all forts of apes, as any on the whole coaft. ^Having nc« 
"^ferved it myfelf, I am obliged to relate this on report. 
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We come next to the laft country on the Gold Coaft, namely, that of Aquambo? j 
the greateft part of which is fituated inland; but I (hall defcribe it among the kingdoms 
of the coaft, becaufe we have a daily and coafiderable traffic with them; and their King 
extends his power over the Negroes of the coaft above twenty miles ; and notwithftand- 
ing thefe are governed by feveral Kings, I Ihali venture to add them to his teiritories, 
• he equally exercifing an unlimited fovereignty over them and Ids own fubje^ts. His 
arbitrary defpotic power occafions the proverbial faying, that there are only two 
forts of men in Aquamboe, of which the King and his friends are one, and their Haves 
the other ;* fo that he wants no other attendants than thofe of his ownAoufe. 

The Aquamboe Negroes are very haughty, arrogant, and warlike; their power is 
alfo very terrible to all their neighbouring countries, except Akim ( the nations under 
their power are raiferably tormented with the daily phmderine, or rather robbing 
vifits, the Aquamboan foldiers m^e them, they not daring to oppofe them in the leaft, 
for fear the l^g, who never fails feverely to revenge his foldiers* quarrels, fhould hear 
of it. Some time paft the Aquamboan government was admmillered by two, viz. the 
old and young King, though the latter is excluded on pri^ence of his minority, by 
his father’s brother, affifted by his own mother, fo that the uncle reigned in conjunc¬ 
tion with his father. This double hierarchy was found extremely prejudicial to the 
fubjeds, who were fure to fuffer from the one as well as the other tyrant; till the year 
1699, when the old King dying, the young one eftablifhed hirafelf folely on the throne, 
utterly excluding the other, and reigning at prefent. The old King was a man of a 
wicked abjeft temper, and an inveterate enemy to the Europeans; and though he re¬ 
ceived from the Englifh, Danes, and us, an ounce of gold, in recognition of the 
liberty given us by his predecelTors to build in his dominions; yet he horridly plagued 
us, and that in fo unreafonable a manner, that if he did but fancy any of us had injured 
him, he was fure to oblige us all three to fatisfaflion, by fhutting up the pafl'es fo 
clofely, that not fo much as a fingle merchant could get to us: fo that it is not to be 
doubted but his death hath, and will contribute to the advancement of the European 
trade here; 'the prefent King being a more intelligent and rational Negro, as well as 
a friend to the Eqropeans, efpecially the Hollanders; which plainly appeared in his 
dangerous illnefs, mat his country-phyficians could not cure, for then he confidently 
entrufted himfelf in our hands, coming in perfon to our fort with a few of his attend¬ 
ants, and refided there for fome time, being roughly enough handled by our barber, but 
lucidly almoft cured: his dillemper being of that nature, that he cannot exped to be 
entirely freed from its eff^fts; and he is accordingly at prefent not only incapable of 
procreating children, but of the enjoyment of any of his wives; of which he hath a 


' large number. 

Exceffive vehery in his youth occafioned his indifpofition; his wives who endeavoured 
to reftrain him he rewarded with broken heads, though he hath too late fufficiently 
repented of it j and it is indeed a pity, for he is a clean well-lhaped Negroe, and in the 
flower of his age. , 

In the time of the old King, we were very defirous to build a fort, and accordingly 
begim it at the village Ponni, at the end of the Gold Coaft. But when our Ihip with 
building materials arrived at Acra, being informed that Ado was gone with his army 
agsunft the enemieji, for fear the old King fhould too much impofe on us, we defifted; 
in which we were very fortunate by reafon we fhould only have put ourfelves to unne» 
ceffary expc 4 ce, for at this time we find the trade not fo confiderable as was pretended, 
and that a lodge with a man or two are fufficient: wherefore, without a very gfbai 
alteration of the pofture of affairs, I do not believe that a fort will ever be built there. 

I have 
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1 hav€ before hinted to you, that we, as well as the EnglHh and Danes, have a fort 
at Acra; all which three may be reckoned amongft the beft forts on the coaft. Steering 
our courfe eallwards, the firft we meet with in our way is that of the Englilh, which 
is a well-built fquare fort, with four batteries; its walls high and thick, efpecially on 
that fide towards us fomewhat thicker than ordinary : it is fumilhed with twenty-five 
pieces, the greateft part of which are fo fmall and flight, that if they fliould be attacked 
they would do very well to exchange them for twelve good heavy guns. This, like all 
the Engliflt forts, is very meartly garrifoned, as if it were I'ufficient to bu;jld forts, fur- 
nilh them with cannon and neceffafy provifions, without men, in which the Englilh are 
every where deficient; and it were well if others did not lollow too clofely their exam¬ 
ple. But of that no more at prefent, not doubting but thofc whom it concerns in 
lime amend that fault* 

Within cannon-lhc. below this, lies our fort C;Weceur; how proper it is for the 
rcfidence of a chief go.nmor, the trade thereabouts will decide. This fort furpafles 
the Englilh in largenefs and good guns, though about equal in ftrcngth, except only 
that our walls are thinner than theirs, and consequently cannot endure lb great a Ihock ; 
atul indeed it is to be wilhed that we may live in peace with that nation, lor if it Ihould 
happen othcrwife, both have here a convenient opportunity of continually exchanging 
very rough and warm falutations. 

Exaftly a cannon-lhot below ours Hands the Danilh fort Chriftiaanlburg ; the only 
one they have on this coall, which was taken from them by the Negroes, anno 1693, 
when they entirely llript it and kept it for fome time. This misfortune of the Danes 
was occafloned by the death of feveral of their garrifon; and though we could not 
but beinojin their hard fate, yet it was really diverting to obferve what work the Negroes 
made with the fortrefs; their .commander Aflammeni drefled himfelf in the Danilh 
governor’s habit, and caufed himfelf to be complimented by that name; in acting 
which part he occafloned feveral very comical feenes; he thundered at all the Englilh 
and Zealandifli interlopers by way of falute with his cannon, as if there would never 
be an end of the powder, and remained in pofl'eflion of the fort till tv'o f>anifli Ihips 
arrived on the coaft, when, by means of a very conflderable prelgftt to the King of 
Aquatpboe, hut more efpecially by our interceflion, it was re delivered to them ; ^hich 
fervice they afterwards as bafely as ungratefully rewarded, but they were great 
gainers by it; for to garrifon their fort, they were obliged to leave their Ihips fo poorly 
manned, that they became a prey to the pirates in the fight of Guinea. 

This fort would be too ftrong for the united force ol the Englifli fort and ours. It 
is a fquare boilding, ftrengthened with four batteries, and to the beft of my memory 
tw'enty guns. It appears very beautiful, and looks as if it wore but one continued 
battery, as it is really in effect; for the roof being entirely flat, the carinon may con¬ 
veniently be planted on all parts of it. 

It is now time to proceed to the more in-Iand part of Aquamboe. I’hough the 
Englilh, Danes, and we have forts here, yei; our authority is very flnall, and confined 
within our ovra walls, fo that the forts only ferve to defend ourfelves; for if we Ihould 
make any attempts on the Negroes, they would certainly end in our deftruftion. 

Each fort hath its adjacent village, diftinguilhed by its particular name, though the 
general one is Acra, the name of this country, which was formerly kingdom, whofe 
inhabitants were conquered by the Aquamboans, and driven to a place called Little 
PoDO, which at prefent contains the remainder of the great kingdom of Ac^ 

” It might be 4 reafonabIy conjedured, that the three feveral companies trading here, 
mieht* be apt fo to clalh with one another that it might be fatal to the whole commerce; 

but 
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but experience proves the'contrary; for here is fuch great, plenty of gold and flaves, 
that no on? is in danger of wanting his lhare, and each is ftocked with commodities 
which the other hath not, which very often tends to the promotion of trade. 

At this place alone foraetimes more gold is received than on the whole coaft befides; 
and its traffic would be yet enlarged, if the Negroes of Aquamboe and Akim could 
agree, as they generally are at difference, the latter pretending a feudal right over the 
former, and fubfequent thereto, demanding an ahnual tribute of them, which the 
Aquamboans will by no means fubmit to ; as knowing very v ell that a concefllon 
of that nature may in time coft them their whole country. But the King is fubtle 
enough to know how by fair words and prefents to fow dilutions betwixt the 
governing men of Akim, and thereby preferve his dominions in peace and a profpe* 
rous trade. V * ^ 

Having formerly hinted the extent of this country, I fliall now add, that the King 
and his nobles, or rather favourites, are fo very rich in gold and flaves, that I am of 
opinion this country fingly polfeffeth greater trealures than all thole we have hitherto 
deferibed taken together : the ciiief employments of the inhabitants arc merchandize, 
agriculture and war ; to which laft they are particularly addided. 

Though the foil is fufficiently fertile, yet they commonly fall fliort of provifions 
towards the latter end of the year, and are accordingly obliged to fetch them from 
other places. 

They do not trouble themfelves with fifhing, nor with the boiling of fait, though this 
country affords a vaft plenty of it; that they leave to the Coaft Negroes, W'ho are either 
born here, or come from other places hither to live, and are very numerous and ferve 
to people feveral fine towns ; thefe, not content with fifhing and the preparation of fait, 
drive as confiderable trade with foreign fhips as thofe of Axim and Fantyn. The num¬ 
ber of flaves fold here at leaft equals what are difpofed of on the whole coaft (Annama- 
bonot excepted) ; this country being continually in war with fome of the circumjacent 
nations, wbp are very populous, and from whom they take a vaft number of prifoners; 
moft of which they fell to the Europeans. 

If I have before talked of Negroes who followed the wars, you muft not from thence 
infer that they make that their whole employment: no, it is but one part I alTure you, 
and alAhe Negroes in general are foldiers as long as the war continues, if at leaft they 
are but able to buy arms, or their mafters beftow any on them ; and the war ended, 
each applies himfelf to his particular calling: but if there happens to be any of fuch a 
turbulent nature that they cannot live out of the camp, they go to ferve in the 
neighbouring wars; and thefe are in a ftrider fenfe called foldiers. Amongft the 
fiftiermen therg are very few foldiers, for they living upon the Ihore and under our 
prote£lion, are not frequently attacked by enemies, and therefore are feldom fumiftied 
with arms. 

Having run through the whole Gold Coaft; I (hall now, fir, allow you time to 
entertain yourlelf with its defeription, defigning in my next to inform you of the in-land 
countries whence the gold is brought to the coaft, as far as they have fallen imder 
my cognifance: in the mean-time, I hope what I have already done hath afforded you 
fome fetisfadion j in which expeiftiation I remain, fir, yours, &c. 


LET. 
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T.F TTT.R VI. — Treating ef the Countries where the gold is digged; the cruel Wars and 
uder DeftruBion of fome of them. — The Negroes Manner of fearching for Gold. — 
The feveral forts of Gold. <■—How falfe Gold is bought, and how deieiled. — Of Gold 
Weights: and, lajlly, a ReJleBion concerning the digging of Gold; that it is fcafihle 
to be done more fuccefsfully and to a better Advantage by the Europeans. 

Sin-, 

BE pleafed to apeept this as a performance of my promife to deferibe thofe coun¬ 
tries from whenct 'the gold is broughr: to which 1 (hall add, the manner how gold 
is found or digged jNjhe leveral fpecies of it, and the weights it is weighed b) . an 
account of the falfe ^|d, and whatever elfe falls und<^- that head. 

The firft country winch produceth gold is Dinkiia, fituate fo far in-land that our 
fervants are commonly ^t•^e days in going from Elmina to it, and from Axim it is above 
ten days journey; not lo much on account of its real diftance from cither place, as 
becaul'e of the badnefs of the roads, to a degree which frequently obliges them to go 
double the cornpafs of ground, that would otherwife be neceffary ; and that the Ne¬ 
groes either cannot or will not help. 

This country, formerly reftrained to a fmall cornpafs of land, and containing but ani 
inconfiderable number of inhabitants, is, by their valour, fo improved in pow.>r, that 
they are refpeSed and honoured by all their neighbouring nations; all which they 
have taught to fear them, except Afiante and Akim, who are yet ftrongcr than 
they. 

They are pofleffed of vafl; treafures of gold, befides what their own mines fupply 
them with; either by plunder from others, or their own commerce; in which they 
are abundantly more expert than any other Negro: befides which they havfe three 
countries in fubjeftion to them ; each of which produces fome, though not fo much 
gold, viz. Walfa, EncalTe, and Juffer; each of thefe borders upon one another, and 
the laft upon Comraauy. The gold of thefe countries, their own, rnd what they 
brought from other parts, fatisfied the demand of the whole coaft from Axim to Za- 
conde, about three years pad, during the Commanian wars : but fmee our peace with 
the Commanians, the roads being free and open to the merchants, the diftance ot feveral 
places from them,'makes them not travel farther at prefent than to Chama, Commany, 
Elmina, and Cabocors; wherefore the higher coaft is not extraordinarily fupplied with 
gold; for though there are fome countri^ betwixt Dinkira and them which have gold 
mines; to inftance, in Eguira and Adorn, befides Abocroe and Ancdber, which alfo 
have a fmall fliare; yet all added together will not amount to a quantity fufficient to 
fupply all the upper forts. In the year 1694, I heard the Brandenburghers complain 
that they could not receive two marks of gold in a whole month’s time; nor did we 
fare much better in our forts, trade being extremely dull at that time. 

The gold which is brought us by the Dinkvrans is very pure, except only that it is 
too much mixed with Fetiches, which are a fort of artificial gold, compofed of feveral 
ingredients; among which fome of them are .very oddly fliaped: thefe Fetiches they 
call, in moulds made of a fort of black and heavy earth, into what form they pleafe; 
and this artificial gold is frequently mixed with a third part, and fornttfimes with half 
filver and copper, and confequently lefs worth, and yet we are peftered wiA it on all 
parts of the Coaft; and if we refufe to receive it, fome Negroes are fo unreafonable 
that they will undeniably take back all their pure gold: fo that we are obliged fome- 
times to fufiFer to fhuffle in fome of it. There are alfo Fetiches call of unalloyed 
VOL. XVI. 3 B raoumain 
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mountain gold'5' which very feldom come to our hari^s, j>ecaufe they keep them CO 
adorn thetnfdvcs: fo that if ever we meet with them, thole who part with them are 
obliged to it by neceffity, or they arc filled with the mentioned black heavy earth; 
with which the unlkilful are liable to be bafeiy cheated, receiving inltead of gold fre¬ 
quently half the weight in this fort of earth. 

By what hath been faid, you may itnagine how rich and potent the kingdom of 
Dinkira was. But a few months pall it was fo entirely deftroyed, that it lies at prefent 
defolate and wafte. Certainly it cannot be unpleafant to inform you how fuch a fatal 
and fudden deftruclion fell upon this fo potent a land, as well as<(vhenco their ruin 
proceeded; which 1 am obliged to take from the report of fome of'the Negroes ; and 
the event hath given me fuflicicnt reafon to believe they told trnm. 

Dinkira, elevated by its greay'iches and power, becitne fo jiliTogant, that it looked 
on all other Negroes with a contemptible eye, elleeming them no more than its flaves; 
which rendered it the object of their common hatred, each imnatiently wilhing its 
downfall; though no nation was fo hardy as to attack it, till tiie King of Aliante, in¬ 
jured and afi'ronted by its governor, adventured to revenge himl'elf on this nation in a 
fignal manner. 

The occafion of which was this: Bofiante, the King of Dinkira, a young prince, 
whofe valour was become the admiration of all the Negroes of the Coall, fent fume 
of his wives to compliment Zay, the King of Afiante; who not only received and en¬ 
tertained them very civilly, but fent them back charged with feveral very confiderable 
prefents to exprefs his obliging refentment of the grateful einbafly; and being refolved 
to return his obligation, he fome time after fent fome of his wives to compliment the 
King of Dinkira, and affure him of the great efteem he had for his pcrl'on. Thefe 
Ambafladrefles were not lefs fplendidly treated at Dinkira, being alfo loaded with 
prefents; but the King cart a wanton eye upon one of them; and hurried on by exor¬ 
bitant luft, gratified his brutal defire: after /atiating of which, he fuflered iier, toge¬ 
ther with vfhe reft, to return to their country, and their injured huiband, who was 
informed of this affront: but he took care to make the King of Dinkira lenfible, that 
he would not reft till he had walhed away the fcandal in his injurious blood. After he 
was made fenfible of the King of Afiante’s refolution, knowing very well whom he had 
to deal with, he heartily wiflied he had not been guilty of the crime; but fince it was 
done, he offered him feveral hundred marks of gold to jiut up the injury. 'I'he 
enraged Prince, deaf to all fuch offers, prepared himfelf for a vigorous war, by raifing 
a ftrong army, in order to make a defeent on Dinkira; and not being furticiently llored 
with gunpowder, he bought up great quantities on the Coaft. The Dinkiraus being 
fbolim enougjh to allift liim thernfflves, fuffered his fubjedls to pals with it uninter¬ 
rupted through their country, notwithftanding they knew very well it was only de- 
figned for their tIeftru£Hon. Whilft he was making thefe preparations, the King of 
Dinkira died; which might encourage a belief that the impending cloud of war would 
blow over. Whether the governors of. Dinkira were too haughty to implore a peace 
of the injured Zay, or be inftigated by the enemies of that country, is uncertain : but 
he Hill immoveably perfifted in his purpofe of utterly extirpating the Dinkirans. 
And about the beginning of this year, being completely ready, he came with a terrible 
army into the field; and engaging the Dinkirans, who expeSed him, he beat them; 
but fighting them a fecond time, he entirely defeated them. The Negroes report, 
that in thefe two battles above a hundred thoufand men were killed: of the Negroes 
of Akim only, who came to the affiftance of the Dinkirans, there were about tinrfy 
thoufand killed •, befides that a great Caboceer of Akim, with all his men, were cut 

12 oft* 
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©ff. What you, Sri tliefe are other forts of battles than are ufually 
betwixt the Kings here; who, if Aey fliould oblige all their fulgeds, even the lame, 
decrepit and blind to come into the field, could not r^e fuch a number. The 
plunder after this vidory took up the Afiantines fifteen days time, as is faid, but 
perhaps largely enough; that Zay’s booty alone amounted to feveral thoufand marks 
of gold, as is affirmed by one of our European officers, who was fent' on fome em- 
ba£^ to Zay, and fays he had feveral times feen the treaftire. This melfenger of ours, 
who is now in the Afiantean camp, hath orders to take an exaft account of what he 
hears and fees there} of which 1 wifli I had a tranfcript, which I doubt not would 
furnifli fome extraordinary matter: but to defer this to another time. Thus you fee 
the towering pride Dinkira in allies, they being forced to fly before thole,* wnom 
they not long before Vjought iio better than their /Javes, and themfelves being now 
fold for Haves. We lave not yet received the particulars of this whole affair j but Ais 
account of it coming to hand, I thought fit to impart it to you. 

Next Dinkira, we come in order to the deff ription of Acanny, whofe inhabitants, 
long before the Dinkirans, were famed for great traders; and brought the gold of 
Afiante and Akim, together with fome of their own, hither to market: and that 
which they vended was always fd pure and fine, that to this day the heft gold is called 
by the Negroes, Acanni Sica, or Acanny gold. They ufually came in company with 
the inhabitants of Cabcllerra, a country between them and Saboe, with their goods 
to Elmina, Cabocors, Mouree, Annamabo, Cormantim, and as far as the EngliA 
village Simpa. Their gold was never mixed with Fetiches, like that of Dinkira, and 
therefore much more valuable; but they w^ere very troublcfome to deal withal, though 
not fo peeviA and pofitive as thofe of Dinkira, and always obliged us to comply with 
their own humour: but for three years pall we have not much reafon to complain of 
them, they not having traded for much: for they, on what account I am ignorant, 
falling out with the Dinkirans, were lb bpaten that all their governing men, and no fmall 
number of the inferior people, were killed and taken prifoners; to redeem which out of 
flavery, they were obliged to Itrip themfelves of all they were poffell'ed of in the world* 
by which means they were reduced to the utmofl: poverty and inability to defend Aeral 
felves: but the Dinkirans themfelves being now ruined, as well as they, and having 
declared for the King of Afiante, perhaps thefe may recover fome of their ancieiu 
luftre. 

Akim is the next in our way, which fumiAes as large quantities of gold as any 
land that I know; and that alfo the moll valuable and pure of any that is carried from 
this Coaft: it is eafily diftinguifhed by its deep colour. Acra at prefent carries away 
the greateft part of this metal from hence; and from the Acrians alfo we have it 
very good and pure, without Fetiches or Kakeraas. Having feveral times heard that 
Akim was an extraordinary large country, I once took the opportunity of afldng fome 
of the Akimefe how many days journey their country was; they replied, that very few 
natives knew how far it extended in-land towards the Barbary Coaft ; which, according 
to what they told me, was incredible. This country, for as far as it is known to us 
was formerly under a monarchical government; but the prefent fucceffor being yet but 
young, and betraying but too palpable figns of a cruel nature, hath not been able to 
make himfelf matter of the whole land, but is obliged to be content v^.th a partfor 
the governing men of the kingdom, fearing he will prove a great tyrantv to reftVain 
him, hav6 taken a part of the adminiftration into their hands: fo that iris a fort of 
commonwealth, which proves very well for Acanny and Aquamboej for if the govern- 
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meat became mcmarchScal, no ^mfions would arife amonil them, and thef wbuM be at 
leifure to prey on their neighbours. ^ 

We have always efteemed the three mentioned' countries the richeft in gold, but , 
-that there certainly are feveral more is undeniable. Afiante is a convincing proof Of 
this, which being but lately known to us, we find to afford more gold than Dinkira ; 
alfo Ananfe, a country fituate betwixt Afiante and Dinkira, as there are undoubtedly 
many more, with which we are yet utterly unacquainted. 

Awine mull not here be forgotten. I take it to be (he very firft on the Gold Coaft, 
and to lie far above Axim. Fri>m the inhabitants of this country we* formerly uled to 
receive large quantities of fine and pure gold; and they being tlw civdeft and faireft 
dealers of all the Negroes, we traded with them witli a great dealv of pleafure, but the 
Dinkirans, who would lord it over all their neighbouring nation/; fubdued this; fince 
which time we have not receiveo much gold of them. In the conqueft of this land, 
the Dinkirans made a brave and obfiinate refiflance, and had no doubt been fubdued 
themfelves if tlie natives of Awine could have been unanimous; for the Dinkirans in 
one battle with a governor of theirs loit above two thoufand men, and left the men¬ 
tioned governor fuch an abfolute vift(jry, that there was not a fingle perfon left to 
carry the news to Dinkira, they being all killed with poifoned arrows, which the 
Awinefe know very well how to ufe. IJpon this defeat the Dinkirans got together a 
large army, which the victorious Awinefe underftanding, fent to his country-men for 
fanher alliftance; inftead of which he met with nothing but derifion, they accufing 
him of cbwardice; and replying, that he was able to beat the Dinkirans, but if he 
was beaten then it was their turn to come and fight them man by man. Thus fighting 
one againll one they loft their country and themfelves entirely, almoft in the fame 
manner that the Chinefe were conquered by the Tartars, whereas if they would have 
united they might eafily have beaten the Dinkirans. 

, From what I have faid you may coiled, th?t the gold is brought to us on the coaft 
from in'lancj, countries ; and from the little that hath been hinted, you may alfo imagine 
how they arc fituated. I cannot inform you better, becaufe the Negroes cannot give 
any certain account of them, nor do any of our people go fo far ; wherefore, I muft* 
beg of you, my good friend, fo be contented, and turn your eyes to what I lhall pre- 
fent you concerning the gold itfelf. 

There is no fmall number of men in F.urope who believe that the gold-mines are iti 
our power; that we, like the Spaniards in the Weft Indies, have no more to do but 
to work them by our Haves; though you perfedly know we have no manner of accefs 
to thefe treafures, nor do 1 believe that any of our people have ever feen one of them : 
which you will eafily credit, when you are informed that the Negroes efteem them 
facred, and confequently tak( all poffible care to keep us from them. But to come 
nearer the fubjed: this illuftrious metal is generally found in three forts of places: 
firft, the belt is found in or betwixt particular hills, and the Negroes apprehending 
where the gold is, dig pits, and fepiirate it from the earth which comes out with it. 

The fecond place is in, at, and about fome rivers and water-falls, whofe violence 
wafheth down great quantities of earth, which carry the gold with it. ' 

The third is on the fea-Ihcrre, where (as at Elmina and Axim), there are little 
branches or rivule^,? into which the gold is driven from mountainous places, as well as 
to the rivers; and after violent Ihowers of rain in the night, next morning thele places 
are lure to/oe vifited by hundreds of Negro-women naked, except a cloth wrapped, 
about them to hide what modefty obligeth. Each of thefe women is furnilhed with 
large and fmall troughs or tray, which they firft fiU of earth and fand, which* they 
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F wafh with reprated ^ they have it from all its earth ; anil if 

there be any gold, its ponderofity forces it to the bottom of the trough ; wliich if they 
find, it is thrown into the frnall tray, and fo they go to waflting it again, which opera- ** 
tion generally holds them till noon : fome of them not getting above the vai-ie of il:^- 
pence, fome of them find pieces of fix or feven fiiillings. though not frequer.i.ly, nnd 
often fhey entirely lofe their labour. Thus the digging of pits, the gathering it ai or* 
about the rivers, and this laft mentioned manner, are all the ways they know to come 
at gold. 

The gold thus digged or found, is of two forts, oni’ is called Duft-gold or Gold- 
dull ; which is altnoft as fine is flower, and is the bell bearing alfo the greateft price 
in Europe : the ot^'^r fort is in pieces of difl'erent fizes, fome being hardlv rh* ".eight 
of a larthing, othercvweighing as heavy as twenty or thirty guineas, though of the laft 
fort not many npeur The Negroes indeed tell us, that in the country, pieces as heavy 
as one or two hundr&l guineas are found. Thefe lumps or pieces are called Mountain- 
gold, which being melted, touch better than duft-gold; but the mgltitude of fmall 
llones which always adhere to them, occalion a great lofs in the melting, for which 
reafon gold-dull is molt elleemed. Thus much of the good and pure gold, and now 
to touch upon the fall’e. The fiift fort is that mixed with filver or copper, and call 
into fetiches, of which I liave before hinted : thefe fetiches are cut into fmall bits by 
the Negroes, about the worth of one, two or three farthings. It is a common pro¬ 
verb, “ That you cannot buy much gold for a farthing,” yet even with that value in 
gold you may here go to market and buy bread or fruit for your ncceffities. The 
Negro-women know the exatt value of thefe bits fo well at fight, that they never are 
millakcn; and accordingly they tell them to each other without weighing, as we do 
coined money. They are here called Kakeraas, the word exprefling fomething of very 
little value, and the gold itfelf is intleed very little worth : for we cannot fell it in 
Europe for above forty Ihillings the ounce, and yet it pafles current all over the coall: 
and our garrifons are paid their fubfiitence-money in it. And for this tjiey may buy 
all forts of edibles of the Negroes, who, mixing it with other gold, bring it to us again ; 

, and as foon as received, the clerks are ordered to pick it out of the other with which 
it is mixed; fo that this Hull' feems to pafs backward and forward without the leaft 
diminution, notwithllanding large quantities ot it are annually fent to Europe by the 
French and Portuguefe, befides what we ourfelves fpend; but the Negroes making 
them fafter than we export them, they are like to continue long enough. 

The Negroes are very fubtle artills in the fophilUcating of gold : they can fo neatly 
falfify and counterfeit the gold-dull and the mountain-gold, that feveral unexperienced 
traders are frequently cheated, and by bought experience are taught how to know 
gold. Some pieces are call by them lb artificially, that quite round lor the thicknefs 
of a knife they are very fine gold, and the vacancy filled up with copper, or perhaps 
iron. 'Phis is a new-invented cheat of theirs ; but the common falfe mountain-gold is ■ 
a mi.xture of filver, copper, and a propoi tioji of gr.ld, extremely high-coloured, which ’ 
very much facilitates the cheat: for being obligetl to receive one or two pounds at a 
time, wherein the pieces happen to be very numerous, we cannot touch every one, 
and it looking ib well, cauieth it to pafs unfufpefted. Another fort of falfe gold is 
alfo frequent amongll them, which is nothing elfe than a certsqji powder of coral, 
which they call and tinge lb artificially, that it is impoffible to diltinguiih it by any 
other diflference than that of the weight. Of this powder they alfo .nia^e gold-duft, 
but chiefly of the filings of copper, to which they give a very good tin£lure; though 
all the fdlle tinged gold in a month or two entirely lofes its luftre, and then we begin 
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to find thaUt is felfe: in which we are happier than in fhofe pi^es covered over with 
gold ; for they remain as we receive them, witliout any alteration, and confeqiiently 
that cheat is the moll dangerous. 

If you are defirous to know how it is poffible to avoid the reception of falfe gold,* 
efpecially if offered at night or morning, the metiiods we take are, firft, if it is in 
• large pieces, to cut them clear through with a knife, which immediately difcovers what 
it is; if the piece be fmall, like mountain gold, lay them upon a ftone, and beat them 
with a hammer; and if made of coral, they will crumble into fmall parts; but fup- 
pofing it Hand beating, you may afterwards try them with yoiir knife: but in the fmalleft 
bits and dufl gold, this method is not pratlicable, though we have tolerable way of 
diflinguifhing the coarfe from the fine; which is done by putting it /ito a copper bafon, 
and winnowing it with the fingers, and blowing it very fVrongly ;/0y w’hich means the 
falfe gold will fly away, and the true fall into and continue in the bafon : upon repeating 
this trial three or four times, the falfe is eafily feparated from the good. 

It affords us matter of diverfion to obferve, that moft of the raw inexpert people 
(efpecially fea-faring men) who come hither, always bring aqua-forti-; along with,them 
to prove gold ; but if thefe men remembered the common proverb, tlial llieie is no 
gold without drofs, they would foon grow weary of their weak proof, and follow the 
methods above-mentioned. 

The fign by which they pretend to diflingujfh the falfe from the true gold is lliat 
after they have put it into a glafs or earthen vcffel, they pour aqua-fortis vpou it ; 
which, if‘it be falfe, difcovers it by its ebullition; and if mixed with falfe gold, by 
turning green. A iniferable trial indeed! which they will foon be convincui of: for 
example, if they take the value of four pounds in gold, a feventh, eighth, or tenth 
part of which is falfe, and pour their aqua-fortis upon it, let them, 1 fay, obferve whe¬ 
ther their aqua-fortis doth not produce the fame effeCt, though in lei's degree, as it 
.would if the whole mafs were falfe; for which reafon their proof is very uncertain, 
and the more^imprafticable, becaufe the operation is too tedious, and befides very pre¬ 
judicial to trade, to refufe the good gold on account of an eighth or tenth part being 
falfe. I can allure you, that the prefent times will not admit of fuch ufelefs nicenefs. 
Wherefore the mentioned proof, by winnowing with the copper bafon, being fufficient 
to defend us againft falfe gold, is much to be preferred before melting it with aqua- 
forris, and being at the trouble of drying it again; which the Negroes that have good 
gold would I'carce fuffer. 

Having treated of gold at large, 1 am now' obliged to fay fomething concerning the 
gold weights, which are cither pounds, marks, ounces, or angels. In Europe, twenty 
angels make one ounce, though here but fixteen go to an ounce : here are alfo Pefoes 
and Bendoes; file former of wliich contain four angels, and the latter two ounces ; as 
four Bendoes make one iinark, and two marks one pound of gold, computed according 
to the common value, cxadlly fix hundred and fixty gilders; though this at feveral 
times differs in proporti«p, its worth depending on its goodnefs, and its rifing and 
falling in Europe. Notwithflanding all this, we conllanlly here reckon three marks of 
pure or good gold worth one thoufand gilders, and confequently judge of the other 
weights in the proportion which they bear to this quantity. We ufe here another kind 
of weights, which are a fort of beans, the leaft of which are red, fpotted with black, 
and are called Daii*bas ; twenty-four of them amounting to an angel, and each of them 
reckoned iw^ Itiver weights: the white beans, with black fpots, or thofe entirely black, 
arc heavier, and accounted four ftiver weights; thefe they ufually call I'acoes; but 
there are fome which weigh half or a whole gilder; but thefe are not efteemed certain 
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'^ghts, but ufe 3 at pSeafure, and often become ilfti^ments of fraud. Several Rkve 
believed thtt the Negroes only ufed wooden weights, but it is a miftake, all of them 
having caft weights, either of copper or tin, which, though divided or adjufted in a 
-manner quite different to ours, yet upon redu6;ion agree exaftly with them. 

My thoughts being taken up in defcribing the weights, I forget to inform you how 
the gold is digged or found. I would refer to any intelligent metallift, whether a vaff* 
deal of ore mull not of neceffity be loft here, from which a great deal of gold might 
be feparated, tor want of ikill in the metallic art; and not only fo, but I firmly believe 
that large quantities of pure gold are left behind ; for the Negroes only ignorantly dig 
at random, without the leaft Jinowledge of the veins c ' the mine. And I doubt not, 
but if this country ^elonged to the^Europeans, they would ftion find it to prodifcd' *iiuch 
richer treafures tha^ the Negroes obtain from it; but it is not probable we fhall ever 
poffefs that libc-ty he wherefore we mull be content with being fo far mafters of it 
as we are at prefent: hich, if very well and prtidently managed, would turn to a very 
great account, of which I wilh you no fmall lhare, and myfelf a long continuance of 
life to fpend in your fervice, &c. 


LETI'ER VII. — Coniain'm^ a Computation how much Gold is annually exported from 
this Country ; to what Places it is tranfported ; and the Divifion of the Trade with 
the IStcy^rocs.—What Officers arc appointed in our Service ; and the Names of other 
Employments : together with a general Liji of the whole : amf lajily-, ht "ihay of Con- 
clujion, a Defeription of the Government of the Coaf, and of the Council or AJfemhly 
of Counfcllors. 

SiK, 

MY hift treated of the in-land countries from whence the gold was brought; how it 
was digged; its feveral forts ; the falfii gold, &c. To purfue our fubjeft yet farther, 
as I have told you whence it is brought, it is but necclfary I Ihould inform you whither 
it is carried, and how much is yearly brought to the coaft. As f); the laft, I dare 
aftirm it as a real truth, that they not only can, but do yearly, in time of peace, de¬ 
liver the quantity of feven thoufand marks of gold. This is a large Aim; but it is 
divided amongft fo many, each being furc to get fomc, that the whole is foon dif- 
pofed of. The moft jull calculation of the divifion that 1 can poflibly make, is as 
follows: viz. 


Marks. 


Our Weft India Company yearly exports. 

The Englilli African Company. 

But this is to be underftood of fuch years in which the commerce of both 
Companies happens to be very brilk; and I dc not believe our Company 
hath, for feveral years paft, carried off above the half of this quantity. 

The Zealand interlopers are fure to carry off as much yearly as our Company : 

Namely, 

The Englifh interlopers about -. 

But the laft have, for two or three years paft, purfued this trade fo vigoroufly, 
that they have exported above twice that quantity. • 


1500 

1200 


1506 

lOQO 


The Brandenburghers and Danes, in time of peace, both together, abou\, 1000 
The Portuguefe and French together, at leaft, about - - - • . 800 


Which makes. 7000 
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I fey of thf feft.atleaft eight huiidfed marks, and it is really tree; for the Poitugwifes 
come on this coaft, on pretence of felling their American commodities, viz. Brazil 
tobacco^ brandy, and rum, and are beUdes as richly laden as the interlopers them* 
felves, which is not’to be wondered at; for they buy their lading, take their men OB? 
board, and fit out their fhips iu Holland ; nay, to be fhort, they are frequently fitted 
. out at the expence of Dutch merchants, wherein the Jews have no fmall hand, they 
knowing how to obtain a Portuguefe pafs: and thefe ihips, when they come here to 
this coaft, pafs for downright Portuguefe. How uneafy this muft needs be to an honeft 
officer in the Company’s IVrvice you may eafily imagine, when a fa'ftor, who com¬ 
mands one of our forts, fhall receive certain advice, that feveral of the Negroe mer¬ 
chants are coming down, well-ftored with gold, in order to lay jr out with him, and 
that ere he arrives, is met by a Portuguefe or interloper ; 'Who, by/felling cheap, fweeps 
a great part, if not all their gold, whilft we fit ftill with our goods on our hands, as if 
they were vifited by the plague. 1 do not tell you more than I have, to my forrow, 
experienced. 

Thus I have made a rough calculaffon of the quantity of gold, which thofe who 
underftand the affairs of the coaft will, I doubt not, be pleafed with; but thofe un¬ 
acquainted with this trade, may, perhaps, think I have computed wrong: if I happen 
to fee thefe gentlemen, I fhall civilly defire them to correft my computation ; which no 
one having yet attempted, it is imparted to you for your fatisfaSibn, and to the befl of 
my knowledge as near the truth as I could bring it. 

According to our reckoning then, there is brought hither and carried off exaftly 
twenty three tun of gold, reckoning three marks to one thoufand gilders. But, as I 
told you, above, all, this account fuppofeth a profperous time when the paffes are all 
open,^and the merchants can pafs I'afe and uninterrupted ; but when the Negroes are 
at war with one another, I do not believe that half this quantity is (hipped off; and of 
this fmall quantity the interlopers know very well how to come by their (hare. And 
luppofing our Company hath one fifth of the whole, yet when trade is low they cannot 
‘get by it, but muft make up the deficiency by trading to other coafts : but I hope, ere 
long, a way will be difeovered of profperoufly advancir^; our trade here, to the dif- 
advantage of the interlopers, which I cannot think verj' difficult; it confifting only in 
fixing a good government on the coaft, and taking care in Holland that their fhips be 
laden with good commodities, and proper for this place. However, I defire you would 
not from hence expeft a particular of what merchandizes are moft vendable here; or 
that I Ihould acquaint you with the ftate of trade here; that would be utterly incom¬ 
patible with the faithful fervice I owe our Company, I not knowing whether this Letter, 
by fome unaccountable mifearriage, may not light into the hands of the interlopers, 
who know very'well how to ufc it to their advantage: and indeed they fufficiently rob 
the Company of the right which the dates have given them on this coaft; fo that none 
of us ought to help them to further opportunities. Wherefore be pleafed to fatisfy 
yourfelf with an account in general, that tp trade on this coaft, about a hundred and 
fifty feveral forts of commodities are neceffary. 

In my third letter you have been informed that the caftle of St. George d’Elmina is 
our chief place on this coaft, and that the general, principal governor, chief faSor, 
and chief fifeal refide there; before this caftle alfo do all our fhips which come from 
Eurr pe caft anchor and unlade ; and we have accordingly very fine warehoufes fitted 
for their re^ption. This great ftorehoufe is entruft^ to the charge of our chief 
fe£tor, and ^is lometiines worth a very confiderable fum; and from hence all our other 
forts are fupplied with their defired commodities. I would not have you conceive that 
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we fet up a market with our wares, jpr fend any of tifiem to be fold without our forts: 
no, that is not our bufinefs j but the Negroes come daily to our caftle, or fort, with 
th^eir gold ; for ^hich, after it is weighed, effayed and purified, they receive our com- 
niodities; none of which ever go out of our warehoufes before they are paid for, and 
if the fadlpr will give any credit, it is on his own account, and he is confequemly 
liable for the value to the Company, that they may not thereby fuffer; nor can he 
charge the prefents made to the Negro merchant to their accompt: but they, indeed, 
fuperadd a certain, advance to all their factors; from which they are not only enabled 
to make prefents to the Negroes, but may be befides onfiderable annual gainers 
thereby, and this is done to encourage them to the more diligent fervice. Befidg'. 'he 
Negroes having neither carts, waggons, horfes, nor any other way to carry the bought 
commodities to their h-land dwellings than by men, for about two or three hundred 
pounds value in Iron, cooper, or tin, have occafion for the afliftance of fifty men: now 
whether there be not aii advantage to be made of this by our men I leave you to 
judge, though the money got thereby is hardly enough earned, they being obliged 
for it to climb over hills and pafs very bad ways. Thofe who come from the inward 
part of the country to traffic with us are chiefly flaves; one of which, on whom the 
malfer repofes the greateft truft, is appointed the chief of this caravan: but when he 
comes to us, he is not treated as a flave, but as a very great merchant, whom we take 
all poffible care to oblige, as very well knowing that he being a peculiar favourite of 
his mafter, may at pleafure go to the Englilh, Danes, and Brandenburghers,.as well 
as come to us; for which reafon we pay him double the refped: we fhould give his 
mafter. 

Having heard what Negro chapmen we have to deal with, now let us confider what 
officers and fervants are by the Company appointed on the other fide; and how nmy 
degrees of rifing we have on the coaft. I flatter inyfelf that this will not prove dif- 
agreeable to you, becaufe it will afford i profpeft of what preferment your nephew 
may arrive to if he deport himfelf well. 

Firft of all, here are the foldiers with their commanders ; out of which formerly the 
beft qualified for merchandize and the pen were chofen to ferve the Company as 
afliftants; by which means one with whom you and 1 are very well acquainted, hath 
found opportunity to advance himfelf to almoft the higheft poll here. But for ten or 
eleven years laft paft this hath not happened ; becaufe the gentlemen of the Com¬ 
ply finding that not only thofe qualified, but fuch as were utterly incapable and idle 
drunkards, were promoted, have ordered for the future no foldiers Ihould be preferred 
to the afliftants places; they may become corporals, ferjeants, or officers, and ftand 
fair for all offices ainongft the train of workmen or in the fea-fervice } bat an affiftant 
may, in procefs of time, be promoted to, the government of the whole coaft. 

The office of affiftant is the loweft among thofe concerned in trade or writing; the 
falary appointed for this fervice is fixteen guilders per month, and twenty guilders more 
for board-wages: his firft Itep to preferment''is that of under-commiffary or under* 
faftor, with a falary of twenty-four guilders per month. By thefe fub-fa£fors moft of 
the gold is received j for which they are accountable to the faftor, or chief faftor, or 
him to whom the trade of the place is entrufted in chief, who is alfo accountable to the 
Company; general accompts of the whole coaft being kept at ElmTua, where there 
is alfo a warehoufe-keeper, who hath all moift goods, as wine, beer, and brandy, &c. 
all edibles, as fleft, peafe, beans, oats, &c. under his keeping, and is entrufted with 
the fale^ of them: fo that when a chief-faftor or faftor obferves that his fub-faftor or 
warehoufe-keeper is inclined to extravagance, be is obliged to watch him very 
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narrowly; for all that the Compluiy fuffer by him. the faftor is obliged to make good; 
of which in lefs than four years paft we have a frem example, that one of my brethren, 
not unknown to you, in fuch a cafe was obliged to make good about feven or eig^it 
hundred pounds, which he had not in the lean fquandered. Thus a fatlor who hath 
fuch fort of men under him ought to look after them very carefully, or he may be ruined 
at once: it is true, indeed, that he hath his remedy againft the guilty perfon j but 
what can that avail if he hath neither effefts or money ; which it rarely happens that 
any of thefe men have, for I do not believe that thofe who can live .on their means in 
Holland will ever come to fuch a country as this; nor is it very probable that thdr 
iriends in Europe will make fatisfaftion for their follies: fo that faftor’s lad refuge 
is to bring the offender to condign corporal punlfhmeiy:, whicly'will not in the leaft 
contribute to his re-imburfement. Wherefore, as I laid before, his bell way is to look 
clofe after them, and ftop them in the beginning of their extravagancies. 

Out of the above-mentioned under-commiflarics, the oldell in fervice, or the bed. 
qualified, are chofen commifl'aries or fadors to refide at and command our out-forts, 
and take care of the trade there; with a falary of thirty-fix guilders, befides an 
allowance of ten guilders for a fervant or two, and twenty guilders board-wages per 
month, befides the certain before-mentioned advance on the trade. 

The oldell and moll experienced of thefe faflors is promoted to Mouree and Cor- 
mantyn, his falary being raifed to eighty guilders per month ; fuppofing that upon 
being chofen by the council here, he be confirmed by the Company : who, not with¬ 
out good reafon, have retained the fupplying thefe important polls to themfclvcs; as 
they have alfo that of the chief fafkor of Elmina, or the fccond perfon upon the coall, who 
hath a falary of one hundred guilders per month. Thefe chief faftors have alfo the fame 
advance on merchandizes and board-wages, as the other faflors; befides which the 
fecond perfon hath ten guilders per month allowed for a fervant, and the general’s or 
governor-general’s table is at his fervice. Tlie choice or confirmation of thefe chief 
faftors beiftg referved to the Company, that upon the death of the governor, or fecond 
perfon, they tpay have others ready, of whole fidelity they are very well fatisfied, to 
fupply their places; and the chief faflor of Elmina having fatisfaflorily difeharged 
that office three years, he may, if favoured by fortune, happen to be advanced (if 
it falls vacant) to the highell poll of govemor-general, who is cntrulled with the Com¬ 
pany’s authority over the whole coall; of which he is direflor-general, W'ith a falary 
of three hundred guilders per month, and a large perquifite advantage in whatever js 
traded on account of the Company on the whole coall: fo that when commerce is in a 
flourilhing condition here, his poll is very advantageous. 

Till within*thefe two lull) ears, the chief faflors of Mouree and Cormantyn had alfo 
the advantage of the Have trade of P'ida and Ardra, which turned to fome account, and 
was indeed more advantageous to them than the gold trade; the commerce there being 
at fo low an ebb, that without the mentioned Have-traffic they could not live up to the 
port which the dignity of their polls reqflired, without fuffering by it. But fince fome 
ill-meaning men have propolTeffed the direflors of the Company in prejudice of them, by 
urging that by this means they became too rich; for which reafon they have thought 
lit to entruft the flave-trade to the mailers of the Ihips which they fend hither; the 
confequence of wiiich time will difeover ; but for my part I do not expefl th||gy will find 
it conduce much to their interell, for the commanders ofc Ihips, though very expert 
in all fea^fldirs, yet being unacquainted with the Negroes, will not be able to'fucceed 
very well: befides that Ibme of them are of fuch a boorilh nature, that they hardly 
know how to preferve the honour of the Company amongft the Negroes. I would not * 
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>^ere be underftood to fpeak of them all, for there are feveral men of very good parts 
araongft them : but the difference occafioned by this new practice will clearly appear 
with refpeft to the other Europeans tradmg hither; and I cannot believe ii will turif 
to the advantage of the Company. But of this enough : befides the officers employed 
in the trade on this coaft, there are the following offices ; 

Firft, the chief fifcal, whofe lalary is fifty guilders, and ten guilders per month for a 
fervant, befides the liberty of the general’s table. Though the fifcal’s falary feems 
very'fmall, yet hjs perquifite profits, if he is diligent, arc very large; for all the gold 
or commodities UAlawfully traded for on the coali is forfc't; of which his ffiare is one 
third part, whether, the goods in queftion belong to Europeans or Negroes; befides 
a third part of the fiqes let upon the latter, and the forfeiture of wages mflicled. on any 
offending officers or forvants by the governor and council: all which put together 
amount to a coxifiderable fum. Next the fifcal, the book-keeper-general takes place, 
whofe province is to ke^p the great books, and the counter-parts of the accounts of all 
our I’orts or lodgt,s on the coaft; or in Ihor*^, to take care of all the Company’s 
accotnpts in this country ; his falary is fcventy guilders, befides ten guilders per month 
for his fervants, and for a free table is allowed twenty-five guilders more. He is gene¬ 
rally aHilted by an under-book-keeper, whofe falary is thirty guilders per month, and 
two afliftants. N' Xt him is the book-keeper or accomptant of the garrifon, whofe title 
fufficiently explains his office, and his falary, equal to a fub-fa£tor’s, is twenty-four 
guilders, though fadors have thirty-fix guilders; fo to make amends he hath the 
power of felling by audion the eff'edfs of all perfons who die upon the coaft, for which 
he is allowed five per cent, ad valorem; he is alfo commonly helped by an affiftant. 
Sometimes here is alfo a fecretary, whofe falary is fifty guilders per month, and under 
him he hath tlyee or four afliftants, but in my time we contented ourfelves with an 
under-fecretary, and the above-mentioned number of afliftants. 

The laft and moft contemptible office iu that of under-fifcal, commonly called by us - 
auditor, though in his walks, informer, as he really is no better; his falai^ is twenty 
guilders per month, and to his fhare falls alfo a tenth of all forfeitures ; his perfon is 
had in utmoft contempt by all, yet to honour him as much as poflible he takes place 
of all the fub-fadors, as the fifcal (who alfo is not the more loved on account of his 
office) doth of all the chief-fadors, nay, even the fecond perfon on the coaft, though 
by the governor’s leave that place not only belongs to the cltief-fador of Elmina, but 
t^thofe of Mouree and’Cormantyn. 

Having run through our temporal ftate, we now come to our fpiritual preferments, 
which are but two, the firft a minifter, with a falary of one hundred, the fecond a 
clerk, with that of twenty guilders per month, befides which, the firft harJi ten guilders 
per month allowed for a fervant, and a place at the governor’s table. What do you 
think, fir, do not we pay our clergyman pretty well ? 1 will affure you if you think we 
live licentious lives, you are in the wrong, for we are very religious ; we are obliged to 
go to church every day, on forfeiture of twrtity-five ftivers, except on Sundays and 
Thurfdays, when the forfeiture for omiflion is doubled. But I know you will reply, 
this is a forced fervice of God, and confequently not always accompanied with the 
moft fincere intentions; and to confefs the truth it is not much better, for were not 
the reftraint laid upon us, fome would rather pay a vifit elfewhere than to the church. 

Thefe being all the officers and fervants we have on the Coaft, befides workmtai or 
labourers and foldiers, they are commonly ranked as follows: V 

The direftor-general: — The preacher always next the diredor: — The fifcal• 
•The cfiief-faftor; ■— Two or three chief-faftors befides. 
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Seven or eight feftors: — Nine or ten fub-fiaftors: ~ Eighteen or twenty 
tants: — (The number of thefe varies daily, fo that there are fometimes more, and 
"feveral times lefs of each.) 

A Warehoufe-keeper : — Accomptant or book-keeper-general': — Under-book- 
keeper : — Accomptant or book-keeper to the garrifon ; — Clerk of the Church : — 
An auditor or informer. 

There not being in all upon the whole coafl; fixty perfons, one third of which are 
afliftiints, you may eafily conclude that any perfon who comes hithen in the faid alfif- 
tanant’s place, and behaves himfelf well, upon the death of fome of his luperiors, 
cannot mifs being preferred to a good poll; but how the greatett part behave them- 
felves, and what fort of lives they lead, will perhaps be^more proper for another place. 
And therefore to conclude this letter, I fliall only inform you how, and by whom this 
coaft is governed. 

I'he government or direftion of the coaft is principally veiled in the diredlor-general 
as the fupreme ruler, from whom all governors of the out-forts receive their commands, 
and fubordinate to whom they are obliged to aft, they not being empowered to tranfaft 
any important affairs without his knowledge and entire confent; but difficult affairs, 
or thofe of greater importance, are cognizable to, and ought to be laid before 
the affembly of counfellors, or council compofed of the direftor-general; the fifeal, 
in other things befides criminal cafes; the chief-faftors; the enlign or banner- 
bearer, and fometimes the accomptant-general, who jointly make up the council: to 
which are added the faftors of the out-forts as occafional or extraordinary counfellors. 
In this council every member is freely permitted to offer his thoughts on what is in 
debate j but a wary man will be apt to obferve which fide the governor is inclined to, 
and not eafily be perfuaded to thwart him, whatever he thinks, left he Ihould fall 
under his difpleafure: this was fo well obferved during my ftay here,- that 1 believe 
there were very few refolutions of the council, which were contrary to the governor’s 
opinion; 'ft is no very hard matter to believe this, fince lome refpeft is due to him, 
and befides, many have found their accompt by this fort of compliance, not thinking 
themfelves obliged to enquire whether it agreed with the intereli of the Company or 
not; it was fufficient that they ferved themfelves ; the ffiirt being nearer than the coat 
(according to the proverb), they could not fee any great harm in it. But though this 
is thtar opinion, I have always had other fentiments, though 1 have been fometimes 
reftrained from expreffing them for reafons which 1 ffiall hereafter give you. 1 haye 
often fmiled at the glittering title of the “ Council of the North and South Coaft of 
Africa,” which you and others frequently give us, efpecially when I confider that we 
are nothing kfs, and though we have all the name have none of the power. 1 doubt 
not but you and moft in Europe take us for a regular and well-managed council, and 
that nothing is tranfafted without our confent. Alas ! my good friend, how are you 
miftaken ! but if you would be informed how for the name and real thing agree, it is 
neceffary you be firft informed that a dirtjftor-general is a perfon who governs all others 
from the higheft to the lowell on the coaft with an arbitrary power; who may at plea- 
fure oblige his inferiors to fubmit to his will, contrary to all reafon: and to go yet 
farther, he can difeharge them their offices and fend them off the coaft, without giving 
the leaft reafon fbr fo doing. Such a direftor as I have deferibed, coming into the 
council, and firmly refolved to carry the thing to be debated ; I would fain know who 
dare tak^ the liberty to oppofe him, knowing how dear it may coft him, unlefs he be 
backed by others, which he hath no great reafon to expeft; wherefore everj man 
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rather choofeth to dKnpIy with a yea brother, than by contradicting the governor, to 
incur his difpleafure, and do the Company no manner of fervice. 

But if you afk me why a diredor, refolved to take no advice, but abfolutely follow 
his own inclinations, doth ever fummon a council; I anfwer, firft, that the directors 
of the Company may be informed that he did fo, not knowing the ufe he made of 
that affembly. Secondly, when offenders are to be punifhed with capital or corporeal* 
punifliments ; that not being otherwife to be done than in form of law, And thirdly, 
for the governrpent of the coaft, which is refolved and fettled in the council, and left 
when any thing happens wrong the governor fliould want an excufe, he now being able 
confidently to alledge that he aCted by the advice of He whole council, by whom it 
was alfo fo refolved, though their real opinions were at the fame time as differeni from 
their fuffirages ao eal* and welt. 

In fliort, the coun.-il is of no other real ufe than to participate of the governor’s 
faults, and to fhelter »im from being anfwerahle for them. Thus it clearly appears 
that it is impoffible for the Company’s affairs to fucceed under an an ill governor: 
wherefore, for the intereft of the Company, 1 hope that its directors will for the future 
diminifti the governor’s power, charging him exprefsly to regulate hirnfelf more by the 
advice of (he council; which, when the directors pleafe to do, I cannot doubt of feeing 
a more regular government on the coaft, and all affairs managed with more juftice and 
difcretion. 

Now you are juftly informed of the nature of our council, would you defire to be a 
member ? 1 believe not j and for my part I affure you, that I would rather quit the 
honour to obtain a liberty of being in reality a counfellor, inftcad of bearing the name 
only. Yours, &t. 


LETTER VIII. — The Infalubrity of fhe Coqfl^ the Author's Opinion from whence ii 
proceeds. — The Difference betwixt the prcfent and former Seafons. — ^ome Inftances 
of violent Thunders^ and the Damage occqfioned by them. 

Sir, 

YESTERDAY I fealed my laft to you, on fufpicion that the fhip would fail laft 
night: but they being ftaid by an unavoidable obftacle one day longer, and I at pre- 
fent at leifure, I have dedicated this day to your fervice in committing the following 
lines to paper, which pleafe to honour with your perufal. 

The Guinea Gold Coaft is fituate about the fifth degree of nothern latitude, from 
which you may eafily infer that we live in a fcorohing air, though not fo bad as is 
reported : for it is become too cuftomary for men in their relations ralher to add than 
to diminifh. Several who have lived fome years here with me, muft own, as well as I, 
that in the months October, November, December, January, February and March, 
the heat is very violent here, but it is not (9 hot in the fix remaining months, but that 
it can be eafily borne without the leaft inconvenience : I have known the time when we 
could as well have endured a fire, if we had not been afhamed, as in Europe about 
September; befides, the whole year is here refrefhed with cool evenings, fo that he 
that hath lived here ten years, and confequently his body become opener than in Hol¬ 
land, will not be apt to complain very much of the heat. * 

The unwholefomenefs of this coaft, in my opinion, feems chiefly owing to the heat 
of the day, and coolnefs of the night; which fudden change I am induct to believe 
occafions feveral contrary effeds in our bodies, efpeciaUy in thofe who are not accuf- 
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tomed to bear more heat than cold, by too haflily throwing oiMieir deaths to cool 
too feft. 

* The fecond and greateft caufe which I can find is', that the Gold Coaft, from one end 
to the other, fo greatly abounds with high mountains, in the valleys betwixt which, 
every morning, a thick, llinking, and fulphurous damp or mill; rifeth, efpecially near 
.rivers or watry places ; which mill fo fpreads itfelf, and falls fo thick on the earth, that 
it is almoft impoffible to efcape the infedion while we are falling, and our bodies more 
fufceptible of it than the natives. This fog happeneth moft frequently in the ill feafon 
of the fix months, which we here call winter, but more efpecially in jiily and Auguft ; 
wherefore we are more feized with ficknefs in that time than in the good feafon, or 
fummer. The llcnch of this unwholefome mill is very much augmented by the 
Negroes’ pernicious cullora of laying their filh, for five or fix days, to putrify before 
they eat it; and their eafing their bodies round their houfes, and all over their towns ; 
and if this odious mixture of noifome llenches very much alfecls the llate of health 
here, it is not to be wondered, fince it is next to impoflibilitv, not only for new comers, 
butthofe vho have long continued here, to preferve themfelves entirely frf)m its nialigu 
effefts. The great difference betwixt the European air and this, is lo obfei vable, that 
few come hither who arc not at firll feized by a fickntfs which curiies oil’ a great 
many, and that chiefly becaufe we are fo wretchedly unprovided with what Ihould com¬ 
fort and nourilh thefe poor men ; for we have no help to have recpurfe to but corrupted 
medicines, and unlkilful phyficians, they being only ignorant barbers, who bring 
feveral into the utmoll danger of their lives : whereas, nature is Hr.mg enough, by the 
affillance of good nourilliing diet and relloratives, it might probably recover the pa¬ 
tient. But, alas ! how Ihould he be able to get them ? For our medicines, as I have 
before told you, are moll of them fpoiled ; and for food, what is here to be gotten for 
the common people, befides filh and a dry lean hen ? iViid, indeed, were he able to 
pay for better, here is nothing proper for a wealf lloinach ; for all the oxen or cows, 
Iheep and h^ns, are dry, lean, and tough : fo that a found man, not to mention an 
"•infirm one, hath enough to do to eat them. So that the bell, befide proper phyfic, 
that the poor fick can get here, are culinary vegetables and fpoon-mcats ; the direftor 
apd the chief faflor are abundantly furnilhed with the former, but they arc not in 
every-body’s reach. 

There are feveral who would fain perfuade us, that our men’s ficknefs here is owing 
to their own mifmanagement; urging that they might very eafily prevent it by a regu¬ 
lar life, and carefully avoiding all excell'es in eating and drinking; but experience con¬ 
vinces us of their millake, for we daily fee the moll temperate and regular men feized 
with dangerous and too often mortal difeafes. 

But it is indeed to be owned, that ibmc people here occafion their own ficknefs, 
though that cannot be faid of all. If thefe men were more careful of their healths, 
it is more than probable that fo many would not ficken and die here yearly as now do; 
but thefe ralh and inconfiderate wrtiches fooner receive their pay, than (if not al¬ 
ready indebted that fum) they lavilh it ;jut in palm-wine and brandy; both which, 
taken in excefs, are very pernicious: which is not the only inconvenience, for f|)end- 
ing their money thus idly, they do not allow' themfelves fufficient to buy neceflary 
food; the defedl of which they are then forced to fupply with bread, oil, and fait, or 
at belt with a little filh; fo that it is hardly to be expefted that thefe men Ihould be 
healthful. This is the common courfe of life which the ordinary people here lead; 
and it wer€('to be wilhed that their example was not followed by their fuperiors; ex- 
ceflive drinJung being here too much in vogue j and the larger their Iwaryisj’the 
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greater their thirlt ippears to be, and confequently the lefs regard had to the kitchen. 
Some are alfo very lucky if their pay be not attached, and they entered into bonds as 
deep as their prefent and future falary will fatisfy; or what is worfe yet beyond all this, 
in hopes only that their relations will fatisfy it: all which eats like a canker ; and yet 
they are by ufe fo bigotted to drinking, that it would be impollible to keep them from' 
it by blows : and to make the quicker work, they are as zealous votaries to Venus UvS 
to Bacchus, and fo wafte the fmall portion of ftrength left them from tippling and the 
ill air, and then adieu health, and foon after life itfelf. But it is, indeed, convenient 
it fhould be fo; another wants his place. If men lived here as long as in Europe, it 
would be lefs worth w hile to come hither, and a man would be obliged to wait too 
long before he got g good poll, without which nobody will eafily return I'cn from 
Ciuinea, the chief p rfous there being the only people who can lay up any thing, and 
they not near To much as is reported of them. However the money we get here is 
indeed hardly enough tcquired: if you confidci we flake our befl: pledge, that is, our 
lives, in order to it. 

But to return to the unhealthfulnefs of this country: — Some here diflinguifh be¬ 
twixt one place and another, and I am fomewhal inclined to their opinion: if they 
choofe thofe places where the wind blows continually and very frefh, and where the 
Negroes occafion the leafl flench, they are undoubtedly the mofl healthful; and as 
fuch, I fhould prefer Boutry and Zacondee in the firfl place. 

How unwholefome foever this country is, yet we find very few of the nativps alllided 
with any diflemper; which yet is not much to be wondered at, fince their being 
born in this air, and bred up in the flench, are not liable to bo infedled w'ith the one 
or the other. The national difoafes here are the fmall-pox and’ worms ; by the former 
of which, in thefe thirteen or fourteen years time, thoufands of men have been fwept 
away ; and with the latter, they are miferably afflided in all paits of their bodies, but 
chiefly in their legs, which occafions a grievous pain, which they are forced to beat: 
till they can get tho worm quite out, that being fomelimes a month. fThe manner 
w'hich tlie artills take to get it out is this: as foon as the worm is biuken through the 
tumour, his head commonly firfl making its way, after they have drawn it out a little 
way, they make it fall to a flick, about which they every day wind a fmall part of it, 
till continuing this tediouS method they have entirely wound out the whole, and the 
patient is freed from his pain. But if the worm happens to break, they are put to a 
double torture, the remainder part of the worm either rotting in the body, or breaking 
out at fome other place. The Negroes are mofl afllifled with theft worms; but 
though the Europeans are but feldom troubled with them, yet they do not efcape them 
entirely. I have fecn fome Negroes who had nine or ten of them at once, with which 
they were inexpreffibly tormented. This worm-difeafe is frequent all the coafl over ; 
but our men are mofl tormented with it at Cormantyn and Apam, which perhaps may 
be occafioned by the foul water which they are obliged to drink there. If you 
would know the length of thefe worms, Monfieur Foequenbrog obligeth you wiA a 
pathetical defeription, by which you are informed that they are fome of them an ell 
long, and fome as long as pikes, and have not the patience to flay till the man is dead, 
but feize him alive. 

In the country of Ante feveral Negroes are afflifted with ra\tnc«'? appetites, which 
is thought to proceed from their drinking a fort of palm-wine called Crifia. 

The natives are very much to be pitied, that being fhot, cut, or otherwife wounded 
in their wars, they neither know nor have any other way of cure than by gieen plants, 
whidh they boil in water and foment the part with that decoftion, which proves effeftual 
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in forae cafes; thefe vegetables being endowed with a wonderful^Biative virtue. But 
^others either not knowing the fimples, or being ignorant how to prepare them aright, 
apply their fomentations in vain : whilft the wound gangrenes, and at beft turns to a 
ginnin g, which continues the whole life. Thofe feized by the venereal diftemper are 
alfo incurable, except they happening to be near our fort fall into our barbers’ hands j 
'who, for a good large fum of money, cure them. 

Befides the above-mentioned diflempers, moll of the Negroes live healthful lives, but 
feldom arrive to a great age: the rcafon of which, owing to my ignorgnge, I dare not 
pretend to aflign. It is obfervable that there are feveral grey-headed people, who look 
as if they were old, but indeed are not fo; this, perhaps, may be owing to their too 
early and exceffive venery, by which they fo enfeeble themfelvcs,, that a man of fifty 
fa good old age here), feized by any ficknefs, generally'leaves this world. Nature’s 
didates are very early underftood here; and children of eight or nine years know very- 
well how the world is propagated, and before twelve they generally reduce their know¬ 
ledge into pradice : fo that it is next to an impoflibility to meet with a maid at marriage¬ 
able years. The inhabitants for that reafon, to fecure a maidenhead, marry young, 
and perhaps then have it juft as fecure as a handful of flies ; for the young children 
hearing daily fuch difcourfe as is not very proper for their ears, and which is the com¬ 
mon converfation of the Negroes, feldom have patience till they come to years of 
maturity. 

It will not be labour loft to fay fomething concerning the winter and fummer, or the 
good and bad time, as it is called here ; and the great alteration of weather, which I 
have obferved here in the fpace of ten years. The fummer is accounted to begin with 
September, and continue the five fubfequent months, and the winter takes up the re¬ 
maining fix months in the year, and is fub-divided into two rainy, two mifty, and two 
windy months: but the feafon alters fo much from year to year that we have in a 
manner left off reckoning them; the fummer oomes fometimes a whole month earlier 
one year thwx another, and the fame is alfo obferved of the mift and rain. In Ihort, 
they come fo confufed and uncertain, that it is impoffible to make any calculation of 
them. 

Formerly, when 1 firft came to the coaft, fummer and winter fucceeded alternately, 
exaflly at a certain time, and the latter was much feverer than at prefent. The rains 
were lb violent, continuing for feveral days fucceffivcly as if the country were to be 
drowned, and we expefted a fecond deluge; but at prefent are not either fo violent 
or fo frequent. Axim, which is but twenty miles from Elmina, is generally more 
moiftened with rains than any place upon the whole coaft : and I did not a little 
wonder when I ;vas firft placed there, that the rains continued fo long ; for alking one 
of our military officers how long it commonly lafted, he told me above eleven months 
and twenty-eight days in a year, and confequently every leap-year was blefled with one 
whole day of fair weather : but though the officer ftretched a little, yet it is undeniably 
true, that it rains here at leaft half the ycav ; for which reafon only rice and trees can 
grow, the other firuits being deftroyed by too much wet. 

It is furprizing to obferve that the ftorms or travadoes, as they are here called, are 
in a few years fo very much leflened ; and fincc I am to fpeak of the winds and thun¬ 
der here, I Ihall firft take rmtice how violent the wind ufed to blow here. You may 
be informed by Monfieur Focquenbrog, that when he was here, fuch a great and 
fudden ftorm arofe, that the fhips at fea durft not fail with full fail, for fear of being 
overturned 'or fplit againft the rocks or Ihores: but at prefent here is not the leaft 
leaSvD, to be afraid; for though we are fometimes attacked by violent travadoes', or 
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ftortns of thundef#H)[^tnmg, and wind, yet they do not come upon us dther fo Aid- 
denly or forcibly as to occauon any very remarkable damage. 

In fome old papers of the direftor Valkenburg concerning the coaft, I found that at 
Elmina, in the year 1651, there was fuch a terrible thunder, which fo affrighted every 
body that they thought the world was at an end : the gold and Alver was melted in the 
bags, which remained untouched; and their fwords broken in the fcabbards, without' 
the latter being perceivably fmged, as well as feveral ftrange accidents which then 
happened : but the paper bring worm-eaten I could not diftinftly read it, only I per¬ 
ceived that they were in difmal apprehenfions for their gunpowder, the thunder feem- 
ing moft violent where that was. 

About 1691, when I was at Boutry, there was fuch a fierce and boiftemuo ftorm 
in the country of Ante, that hundreds or rather thoufands of trees were either thrown 
down to the grourid, or blafted by lightning. The flake which fupported our flag 
was fhattered into fpi’nters from top to bottom, and yet remained Handing, but fo torn 
afunder, as if one or two hundred chiflels had been driven into it in order to fplit it. 
The Negroes, in the fame terrified condition with us, being of opinion that the force 
of the thunder is contained in a certain ftone, after the ftorm was over, brought one, 
which they ridiculoufly believed had fo fhattered our flag-pole: but no wonder they 
were of that opinion, for in Europe, where we think we are better informed, feveral 
people do not much differ from them. But what I have obferved of the effeds of 
thunder, is fufficient to convince me that it is impoffible they fhould be caufed by a 
ftone; nor is there any natural reafon for it, and with fupernatural things I have 
nothing to do, but had father believe it the effeds of a violent compreffion of air; but 
the manner of its operation I leave the naturalifts to determine. 

Not long after, a like accident happened to one of our Ihips cruizing before Axim, 
very much injuring its raain-maft and boltfprit. 

In 1693 or 1694, the thunder broke,ali the drinking-glaffes of thefador’s chamber^ 
and raifed up his child with the bed under it; both which it threw fome^feet diftant, 
without the leaft hurt done. What do you think, fir ? was it poflihl for a ftone to do 
this ? I believe not. 

Not long after this, the Englifh fort at Acra was fo roughly handled by the thunder, 
that its walls were left fhattered with holes even to the"powder-room, and fome pewter- 
porrengers were melted into a lump : it is eafy to imagine with what terror they were 
ftruck when they found it come fo near their powder. 

When I had the government of Mourec, one of the turrets was rent feveral feet by a 
clap of thunder; and my conftable being lodged there, affirmed in the morning he 
had received a violent fhock on his arm without any farther injury : Ijowever, I was 
in great danger ; for having the day before removed my powder, 1 had caufed two or 
three thoufand pounds of it to be brought into the garret, where it lay when the ftorm 
began ; but I could not be eafy till it was carried to a fafer place, however before that 
could be done I was in no fmall confufion. 

From what I have related, you may colle<ft what fort of weather we were formerly 
accuftomed to; which fo feldoin happens at prefent, that in the fpace of three or four 
years we have not obferved any thing extraordinary of that nature to happen. 

The difference betwixt the heat and cold formerly and at^refent,,is alfo very great; 
for the heat has been here fo exceflive in fummer-time, that we feemed to ‘have dog- 
days as well as in Europe ; but now it is become more moderate and fuppoi:table : the 
cold was alfo then fo fierce in the nights, that we were perfuaded it froze", mi'c, in reality 
we were not much in the wrong, for the earth, which ufually is very moift by reafon 
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of the dew, was on the contrary dry and appeared whitifli. Soni| ilF tpy predeceflbra 
affirmed, that coming into their accompting-houfe in the morning, they found their 
ink frozen; the truth of which I will not determine, but only hand it to you as I re, 
ceived it. 

But this I afl’ure you, that we have felt nights fo cold about September, that they 
. made us lhake, as I told you before. The prefent winters are indeed cold, but not fo 
fevere as formerly, though they continue longer; for we have two thirds, or at leaft 
half of the year winter : which while I am writing I believe you begin to think of, and 
I wifli it may happen to you in due feafon, and be fo mild as not to give you the leaft 
unea/inefs, but afford you as much pleafure as is poffible to be wifhed by. Yours, &c. 

LETTER IX. Of the natural Difpojitwn and Mannefs of the Negroes on the Gold 
Coaji ; that they arc uery fraudulent atid crafty^ idle, and carelefs : — Of their 
Clothings Education of Children, and Compliments: — Their courteous Reception of 
Vifitants ; and their Manner of viftting among]} the great Men : — Of their manual 
Arts ; Navigation, Fijhing, and Agriculture: — The Difcrence of Languages on the 
Gold CoaJl: — Their Nobility ; how many Degrees of Preference among]} them .• — 
Their carelefs ill-contrived way of Building, and making their Roads : — Their muficat 
Inflruments : — They have no Beggars among]} them, only thofe fhamelcfs ones who do 
not want. — A Defeription of thcMulattocs. 

Sib, . 

Yours of the a^th, reached me in very good time. But my prefent intended 
fubjeft is likely fo to over-charge this, that for want of room I fhall be obliged to defer 
anfwering yours till the next opportunity, when 1 promife not to fail. 

I defign to treat of the natural temper of the natives; and if this letter doth not fwell 
to an unufual bulk, I fhall be at a lofs to do juftice to my fubjefi:: wherefore I muft beg 
your excufe for crowding fo many things into ohe letter fo immethodically, for you are 
prefented with them as they occur to me; and fo, fir, be pleafed to accept them. 

To begin. The Negroes are all M'ithout exception, crafty, villainous and fraudu* 
lent, and very feldom to be trufted, being fure to flip no opportunity of cheating an 
European, nor indeed one another. A man of integrity is as rare among them as a 
white falcon, and their fidelity feldom extends farther than to rheir mafters: and it 
would be very furprifing, if, upon a ferutiny into their lives, we fhould find any of them 
whofe perverfe nature would not break out fometimes, for they indeed feem to be born 
and bred villains ; all forts of bafenefs having got fuch fure footing in them, that it is 
impoffible to lie concealed, and herein they agree very well with what authors tell us 
of the Mufeovkes. Thefe degenerate vices are accompanied with their filters, floth 
anil idlenefs, to which they are fo prone that nothing but the utmoft necellity can force 
them to labour : they are befides fo incredibly carelefs and ftupid, and are fo little 
concerned at their misfortunes, that it is hardly to be obferved by any change in them 
whether they have met with any good or ill fuccefs. An inftance of which is, that 
when they have obtained a vidlory over their enemies, they return home diverting them- 
felves with leaping and dancing : but if on their fide they are beaten out of the field, 
and utterly routed, they yet feaft and are merry, and dance, and can cheerfully fport 
around a grave. Iti Ihort, IJirofperity and adverfity are no otherwife diftinguilhable in 
them than in the cloathing and (having of their head, of which more hereafter. Mon- 
fieur Foequranbrog’s defeription of them is undeniably true, when he informs us that 
they feaft at graves, and if they fhould fee their country in flames, would cry out let 
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It burn,” and not fuffw it in the leaft to interrupt their fining, dancing and drinkih^'i 
that they are equally infenfibie of grief or neceffity, fing till they die, and dance int'o 
the grave. 

This defcription is fo peninent, I believe it cannot be mended in fo few words. It 
is true indeed, that they very greedily heap up money and goods, to which their minds 
are ftrongly inclined : but after that they fet fo fmall a value upon them, that if they 
meet with a very great lofs, you can never perceive it by their carriagCj^ it never robs 
them of an hour’s repofe; and they are no fooner at their refting place, but like the 
beads, they deep periedtly undifturbed by any melanchob reflexions : fo that the advice, 
not to take care for the morrow, feems defigned more peculiarly for the pr?£t'fo of 
thefe men. 

Their young are extiaordinarily vain, and defirous to pafs for perfons of quality, 
though perhapo but Haves; notwithftanding which they mighty carefully adorn their 
bodies, and are very f. ie in their way. 

But now let us fee how they manage the affairs of drefs. The falhions of adorning 
their heads are very various ; fome wear very long hair curled and platted together, 
and tied up to the crown of the head; others turn their hair into very fmall curls, 
moifteuing them with oil and a fort of die, and then adjuft them in the fhape of rofes ; 
between which they wear gold Fetiches, or a fort of coral here called Conte de Terra, 
which is fometimes of a quadruple value to gold, as alfo a fort of blue coral, which we 
call Agrie, and the Negroes Accorri, which being moderately large, is fo much valued 
that it is generally weighed againft gold. They are very fond of our hats, never think¬ 
ing they pay too much for them. Their arms, legs and waift are adorned with gold, 
and the above-mentioned forts of coral. Their common habit is made of three or four 
ells of either velvet, filk, cloth, Perpetuana, or fome fort of ftulF; and feveral have 
this fort of habit or Paan, as they call it, made of fifty forts of Ituir. This they throw 
about the body and roll it up into a fn.a*ll compafs, and make it fall; fo that it hangs' 
from the navel downwards, covering the legs half way: about their arms they alfo 
wear ornamental rings made of ivory, gold, lilver, &c. and about their necks, firings 
or chains of gold, and coral amongll their above-mentioned drefs ; antf I remember to 
have feen feveral of thefe ftrings or chains worth above one hundred pounds fterling. 
But thefe are the jewels, and they who want them are no company for thofe who have 
them. 

The Manceroes, or youth, do not drefs themfelves fo pompoufly ; but the Coboceros 
or chief people are as meanly and plainly habited, choofing rather to ^pafs for poor than 
rich men. They wear only a good Paan, a cap make of hart’s Ikin upon their heads, 
and a ftaff" in their hands, like the old Ifraelites, and a firing or chain of coral about 
their heads : and this is the drefs they daily appear in. 

The commonalty, fuch as wine-drawers, fiflicrmen, and fuch like, are very poorly 
habited; fome with an ell or two of forry flufl', others with a fort of girdle only dravm 
through between their legs, and wrapped abefut them juft to hide their nakednefs; to 
which the fifhermen add a cap made of harts’ fkins or rulhes, though moft of them 
endeavour to get an old hat of the failors, which ferves them in hot as well as cold 
weather. The men here are not fo very much addided to fumptuou*' attirq; but pride 
even amongft the favage, as well as in the Netherlands andfbll Eurt*pe over, feems to 
have eftabhfhed its throne amongft the female fex : and accordingly the women’s drefs 
is richer than the men’s. Ladies plat their hair very artfuliy, and place their .Fetiches, 
coral and ivory with a Judicious air, and go much finer thap. the men. About their 
. necks Ihev wear pold chains and ftrings of coral, befides ten or twelve fmall white ftrings 
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of Ccmte de Terra and gold; about their arms and kgs alfo they' are ptendfijlly ftbred 
therewith, and they wear them fo thick about their waift, that their nakedneife would 
be fufSdently covered thereby if they wore no clothes; and the rather becaufe they 
|ilways have a garter or rather girdle. Perhaps Mr. Conllantyn Huygens thought of 
our black miftreffes, when he advifeth the men to two, and fome women to three gar- 
tera; and if ftockings were in iafhion here, three garters would be foon thought as 
neceflary as one is now : but this by the by. To return to our Negro ladies: on the 
kwer part of their bodies they wear a Paan, which often is three or four times as long 
as that of the men: this they wind around their wtuft, and bind it on with a fillet of 
red cloth, or fomething elfe about half an ell broad and two ells long, to make it fit 
clofe to the body, both ends of the fillet hanging out on their Paan, which in ladies 
of quality is adorned with gold and filver lace: on the upper part of their body they 
call a veil of filk or fome other fine fort of ftufF, whilft their arms are beautified with 
rings of gold, filver and ivory. Thefe female Negroes, I can aflure you, are fo well 
Ikilled in their fefhions, that they know how to drefs themfelves up fufficiently tempt¬ 
ing to allure feveral Europeans; but their greateft power is over thofe who make 
no difference betwixt white and black, elpecially when the former colour is not to be 
found. 

Having done with their clothes, let us fee how they educate their children, with 
which the men never trouble themfelves in the leaf!, nor the women much indeed : the 
mother gives the infimt fuck for two or three years ; which over, and they able to go, 
then it is. Turn out, brutes : if it be hungry flie gives it a piece of dry bread, and fends 
it abroad wherever it pleafes, either to the market, or to the fea-fide to learn to fwim, 
or any where elfe : nobody looks after it, nor is it any body’s bufinefs to hinder its 
progrefs. Thefe children are as well contented with dry bread, as ours with all man¬ 
ner of delicacies; they neither think of nor know any delicacies, nor are their mothers 
troubled with them, but do their bufinefs undifiurbed : when, on the other fide, if our 
children can but go alone, we are continually perplexed with thoufands of fears of 
fome or other ill accidents befalling them. 

Child-bearing is here as little troublefome as the men can wifh ; here is no long 
lying-in, nor expenfive goffiping or groaning-feafts. I once happened to be near the 
place where a Negro woman was delivered of two children in the fpace of one quarter 
of an hour ; and when fhe feemed moft uneafy, I found it was not fufficient to urge any 
Ihrieks or cries from her, but the very fame day I faw her go to the fea-fide to warn 
herfelf without ever thinking of returning to her bed: and indeed moft women are here 
equally eafy in this particular, though it happens (but that is very feldom^ that a 
woman is obliged by illnefs to keep her bed fome days. Here is no provifions made 
for linen or any neceffaries for the new-born infant, and yet all its limbs grow vigorous 
and proportionate as in Holland, except only that they have larger navels than ordinary 
with us ; but this is the mother’s fault. If child-bearing were in all particulars fo eafy 
in our country, —— but no more of this, left you fliould tell your lady, and fhe bring 
the Dutch women about my ears, and it is not very advifeable to anger them. But to 
return to our fubjefl:; the child is no fooner born than the prieft (here called Feticheer 
or Confoe) is fent for, who binds a parcel of ropes and coral and other trafh about the 
head, body, armsand leg| of the infant; after which he exorcifes, according to their 
accuftomed manner, by ^ich they believe it is armed againft all ficknefs and ill acci¬ 
dents ; and doubtlefs this is ^s effeftual as if done by the Pope himfelf. By this you 
may obfeti^e what power the priefts have over evil fpirits ; but when I come to defcribe 
the marriage and married lives of the Negroes, I lhall pref^t you with fomething'more 
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cottcerning child-beari^5 and at prefent proceed, only informing you that thefe txjpe? 
and trafh ferve the diildren inftead of clothes, commonly till they are feven or eight 
years of age j at which period they pride themfelves in a neceffary lappet <4 half an dl 
of fluffs. 

If the father is a filherman or hufbandman, and the child a male, he breeds him up td 
his avocation very early; and the child now beginning to find that he muft fopn fhift 
for himfelf, he is fure to fecure all that a convenient opportunity will give him leave 
againft that time, which his parents never contradi£t. 

I have hinted with what forry and how little food the Negroes content their children j 
which would hardly be poflible if they fared delicioufly themfelves. But they are not 
guilty of this fort of intemperance, but live rather too foberiy, two-pence a day beii g Suffi¬ 
cient to diet one of them. Their common food is a pot full of millet boiled to the con- 
fiftence of bread, or inftead of that, jambs and potatoes ; over which they pour a little 
palm-oil, with a few b': iled herbs, to which they add a ftinking fifti. This they efteem 
a nice difh, for it is but feldom they can get the fifh and herbs : as for oxen, fheep, 
hens, or other flefh, they only buy that for holidays; of which more in another place. 
The Negroes are not fo Sparing in their diet becaufe they do not defire better food, of 
which we have fuflicient proof when they eat with us, for they are then fure to fatiate 
themfelves with the beft at the table, at that rate, as if they were laying in for three 
days. Nor is it for want of money that they live thus, but only out of pure fordid 
covetoufnefs. 

I have been fometimes of opinion that they thought all dear things unvliolefopte. 
The diet 1 have defcribed, is that of the commonalty; nor do the rich fare much 
better ; they allow themfelves a little more fifli, and a few more herbs. But for an 
extraordinary diih they take fifti, a handful of corn, as much dough, and forae palm- 
oil, which they boil together in water, and this they call Mallaget; and is, 1 can affure 
you, a lordly entertainment araongft tlnjin ; and, to fpeak truth, it is no very difagreo - 
able food to thofe who are ufed to it, and is very wholefome in this country. 

' Though the Negroes eat fo poorly and fo little, they drink the more, being great 
lovers of ftrong liquor; and let the world go how it will, they muft have brandy in 
the morning, and palm-wine in the afternoon ; and he that hath one penny in money, 
thirfteth after three pennyworth of drink, which is welcome to them night and day ; 
and we are forced to give ftridl orders to our men to watch our cellars at night, for 
they know too well how to get at them. They are fo befotted to itrong liquors and 
tobacco, that you may equally entruft bacon to a cat, as either of them within their 
power. The women are as guilty of this vice as the men ; and, as’if it were a virtue, 
their children are taught it at the age of three or four years. 

The falutations and civilities of the Negroes claim a place here, as being remarkably 
peculiar. Upon accidentally meeting each other, the falutation is pulling oil’ the hat 
or cap, or uncovering the head, amongft thofe Negroes who convei le wiili us ; but the 
in-land people do not efteem the uncovering,of the head for any hgn of reipcift. Next, 
they alk after each other’s welfare, but not like our mainuT, by enquiring after one 
another’s health ; but the firft queftion is, “ How did you lleep ?” to which the reply 
is, “ Very welland the other returns the queftion to the firft, who, if he hath flept 
well, tells him fo. From whence we may obferve, that Jim Negr oes conceive good 
found deep to be the moft necelfttry prefervative of heTOh. "VVhen one Negro is 
vifited by another, he takes his gueft by the hand, and nipping his two middle fingers 
together, he bids him welcome: this is the ceremony in ul'e, il this be hiAfirft vifit: 
but if he hath been there before, and is returned again, he expreffeth bis welcome by 
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telling him, “ You went out and are returned,” intimating they wtlH him ^d fortune; 
to which he anfwers, “ I am come againand this paffeth current on both Tides for 
refuted civility. They are very obligingly civil, when they receive vifit^ from a perfort 
who lives in another country. As foon as the compliments are paffed, the wife^ or a 
ftie-flave, brings wafer, greafe or ointment, to walh and anoint the ftranger, herein 
■ agreeing with the ancient times, who were accuftomed to wafh and anoint the feet of 
their guefts. 

The vifits of kings, and thofe of the beft rank, are accompanied with feveral odd 
ceremonies : for inftance, when a lord or king of a town is advanced very near to, or 
reaches that king’s town he intends the honour of a vifit to, he difpatches one of his 
attendants to compliment and advife him of his coming; who, on the other fide, is 
fure to fend back a meffenger of his own, with his ambaffador, to compliment and 
alTure him of a hearty welcome. While they are on their way, the king or general 
ranges all his foldiers in battle-array, in the market-place, or before his palace ; thefe 
being frequently about three or four hundred men, who fit down, expedting the 
approach of their gueft ; who, to exprefs his Hate and grandeur the moll effedlually, 
t^es care to advance but llowly, and is attended by a great number of armed men, 
who, leaping and dancing, alfo make a difmal military noife, 

Having at laft reached the place where the other fits expedling him, he doth not 
make diredly towards him, but detaches all his unarmed people of falhion to prefent 
their hands, by way of falutation, to the other’s men, that are next or around him, 
as v¥ell as *to himfelf: after all which, at laft, the two kings or generals, armed with 
ihields, make their mutual approaches; and if the' vifitant be of higher rank than 
himfelf, or he defigns to honour him with an extraordinary reception, he embraces 
and bids him welcome three times fucceffively: but if his vifitant be below him, he 
welcomes him by barely thrice prefenting his hand to him, and filliping his middle 
finger, which is done in three fucceflive advances; which being ended, the gueft and 
his attendance fit down oppofite to the other, expefting him to come and welcome him 
and his followers, which is alfo foon after done, with three circular advances; after 
which he returns to his place and fits down, fending perfons to falute and welcome the 
reft of his vifitant’s troop, to alk after their health and the intent of their coming, 
which the chief generally anfwers by melfengers of his own. Thefe mutual ceremonies 
frequently laft an hour or two, or till the entertainer rifes and obliges his gueft to go 
into Ins houfe, where he is prefented by the king and the great men of the town with 
flieep, fowl, jammes, or whatever is agreeable; and thus ended this tedious falutation, 
which I have fpent too much time in defcribing; but I hope you will not be tired with 
it, for in order to abridge it I have omitted feveral circumftances. 

In the beginning of this letter, I told you the Negroes were very idle, and not eafily 
prevailed on to work, as well as that they had very fow manual arts; all which, indeed, 
are employed chiefly in the making of wooden or earthen cups, troughs, matting of 
chairs, making of copper ointment-boxesi and arm-rings of gold, fiTver, or ivory, 
with fome other trafli. Their chief handicraft, with which they are beft acquainted, 
being the fmithery; for with their forry tools they can make all forts of war-arms that 
they want, guns only excepted, as well as whatever is required in their agriculture and 
houfe-keeping. They hav^no notion of fteel, and yet they make their fables and 
all cutting inllruments. Tfflm principal tools are a kind of hard ftone, inftead *of an 
anvil, a pair of tongues, and a fmall pair of bellows, with three or more pipes, which 
blowjvery iv-rong, and are an invention of their own. Thefe are moft of their arts, 
befides that of making of Fetiches, which I have before informed you ofj but their 
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moft artful works s^e the fine gold and filver hat-bands, which they make for* ds,- the 
thread and contexture of which.k fo fine, that I queftion whether our European artHls 
would not be put to it to imitate them ; and indeed if they could, and were no better 
paid than the Negroes, they would be obliged to live fin dry bread. 

You muft not take it ijl that this letter is filled up with a medley of all forts of fub.^ 
jeSs; that, according to our proverb, “ I jump from the ox to the afe for I ufually 
write what firft occurs to my memory. Having once mentioned their navigation, 
which is not very confiderable, f fliall acquaint you they ufe a fort of boats called 
Canoas, the largeft of which are about thirty foot long, and fix broad : from this fize 
they go down to the finalleft fort, which are about thirteen or fourteen foot long 
and three or four broad 5 the biggeft of thefe being capable of carrying a reaf'TLttble 
merchant-man’s boat lading; we generally ufe them in the traufportation of our 
goods from placo to place; they are rowed in proportion to their fize, by two, three, 
five, feven, nine, eleven, or fifteen rowers; which, when they exceed two, rauft 
always be an odd number, becaufe they are obliged to fit in couples, and an odd one 
is requifue to fteer. Inltead of oars they ufe a fort of paddle, made like a fpade, 
having a handle about the fame length; with which paddling the water, with an under¬ 
hand llroke, they keep the Canoa in a very fwift courfe. With the leaft fort of Canoas, 
with two or three men in each, they generally go a filhing, which leads me to their 
filhing-tacklmg, confiding of great and fraall hooks, alfo harping-irons, which they 
ufe when they have hooked a great filh; they afe befides fumilhed with calling as 
well as other large nets, which lall they plant in the fea over-night, and drawT them.in 
the morning, when they are frequently full of all forts of filh; but if a fword-filh, 
or any other fuch rough gueft happens to get in the net, it is fore to be torn in pieces 
with the fword’s fnout; but this damage is eafily prevented, if the Negroes are 
timely informed of it; for they go two or three Canoas in company, well fumilhed 
with harping-irons; and confidering they, greedily eat this fort of fifh, if they can but- 
take him, he nv’.kes amends for two or three broken nets. ,» 

I foall here lay nothing of their agriculture, not only becaufe I have already touched 
upon it, but by reafon I hope for a better opportunity of treating that fobjeft. 

Though the Gold Coaft is not extended above iixty miles in length, yet we find 
there feven or eight feveral languages, fo different that three or four of them are 
interchangeably unintelligible to any but the refpeclive natives. The Negroes of Jun- 
more, ten miles above Axim, cannot underhand thofe of Egira, Abocroe, Ancober, 
and Axim: there is indeed a vaft diflerence in their languages. That of Axim is a 
very difagreeable brutal found; that of Ante very difl'erent from it, (hough not much 
more beautiful; but more fhocking is that of Acra, not having the leait fimilitude with 
any of the reft. The other Coaft Negroes, thofe of Aquamboe only excepted, generally 
underhand one another; but the in-land Negroes is by much the plcafantcft and moft 
agreeable; I mean thofe of Dfaikira, Akim, Acanny, and Adorn; this difference is 
eafily difcernible to a perfon but the leaft acquginted with their languages, and appears 
as that betwixt Brabanders and foreigners: and if the Negroes, whom we daily con- 
verfe with, who live about our forts, expreffed theinfelves as agreeably as the others, 
it would be no difficult matter to learn their language in twd^or three years, which we 
find at prefent we can fcarce do in ten, at leaft not in any fort of iperfeflaon. Some 
of us, aliiongft which I dare reckon myfelf, have made rach a progrefs, that we 
underhand the greateft part of it, though we can hardly hit the pronunciation. The 
found of fome words is fo ftrange, that though we have often endeavoured to ex- 
prefe them with our European letters, yet we have never been able to do it; ’and the 
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Negroes can neither write nor read, and confequently have no uTe of letters, which 
renders it impoffible for us to trace their faults. Dr. Dapper, who never was here, 
hath adventured to exprcfs their words ; which, though I may pretend to fome know¬ 
ledge of their languages, I dare not attempt, being affured I fliall not fucceed much 
^ibetter than he. 

Could the Negroes, as I have faid, either read or write, we Ihould be able to leam, 
their tongues fpeedily, by obferving the letters which exprelTed each thing ; but having 
no other afliftance than the bare found, I think it is* folly to attempt farther. Where¬ 
fore, fir, I hope you will expe£t no more on this head. 

I remember to have met with fome hints in a certain author tending to a defcription 
of feveral noble families; but in all the time of my refidence here, I have not been 
able to difcover what fort of people thefe were who put.any value upon the nobility of 
femilies: I fliall not take up much of your time in enquiries what difference there is 
betwixt one Negro and another, or why one is more efteemed than another j for if I 
fliould dwell ever fo long on this fubjed, the refult is, only the richeft man is the moft 
honoured, without the leaft regard to nobility. 

I have obferved five degrees of men amongfl; the Negroes; the firft of which are 
thdr kings or captains, for the word is here fynonymous. 

The fecond, their Caboceros, or chief men; which reducing to our manner of ex- 
preflion, we fliould be apt to call them Civil fathers; whofe province is only to take 
care of the welfare of the city or village, and to appeafe any tumult. 

The third fort are thofe who have acquired a great reputation by their riches, either 
devolved on them by inheritance or gotten by trade. And thefe are the perfons which 
fome authors have reprefented as noblemen ; but whether they are in the right or not, 
fliall hereafter plainly appear. 

The fourth are the common people employed in the tillage of wines, agriculture and 
Jiftiing. 

The fiftlj and laft are the flaves, either fold by their relations, taken in war, or come 
fo by poverty. 

Thefe five being the only degrees which are to be found amongfl; the Negroes ; let 
us enquire by what means they arrive at any of the three firft. 

Firft, the dignity of king or captain in moft of thefe countries, defcends hereditarily 
from father to fon, and in defeat of iffue to the next male-heir; though fometimes fo 
much regard is had to his riches in flaves and money, that he who is plentifully ftored 
with thefe, is often preferred to the right heir. 

The inauguration of a king is not clogged with many pompous ceremonies; for 
coronations and coronation-oaths being here equally unknown, the new king is fliewn 
to the people,‘and fometimes carried through his territories j and the whole affair ter¬ 
minates in one merry day: but in cafe of competitorlhip, when two pretend to that 
dignity at the fame time ; for confirmation of the loyalty of their followers, each pre¬ 
tender obliges his rcfpe£tive party to an^ oath of allegiance; without this happens all 
things run very fmoothly,s fome offerings only made, as ufual here on all folemn 
occafions. The principal men or Caboceros are commonly limited to a fet number; 
but fome of them dying, and the vacancies not filling, when upon affembling together 
they find their number too fmall, they chofe out of the commonalty perfons well ad¬ 
vanced in years to complffiit their number (for young men are feldom admit^d into 
this honourable affembly), who are obliged to exprefs their gratitude to their elefling 
brethren |jy a prefent of a cow and fome drink} after which they are lawfully admitted 
and confirmed. The cuftom of Axim obliges the candidate for this dignity to be a 
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native of that country living at Axim, at leaft keeping a Uoufe there,* inhablied by one 
of his wives, or fome of his family, and fometimes reliding there himfelf; wliich is 
fomewhat like our being obliged to keep fire and light to preferve our right of tiiizens 
in Holland. If there be one alone, or feveral, he or they are ail brought to our tbr^ 
and prefented to our faftor, with a rcqueft that they may be admitted into their fociety ; 
who, if he hath nothing to objed againft him, adminifters an oath to him on the Bible, 
obliging him to be and remain true to the Nctherlanders, and to aid and affifl them 
to the utmoft of his power againft all their eneiny’s whatfoevcr, whether Europeans 
or Negroes, and deport himfelf on all occafioiivS as a loyal ftibjccl: after which he takes 
an oath, not unlike the former, refpeding his own nation ; both which oaths ure con¬ 
firmed by an imprecation, “ That God would ftrike I’.im dead if he fwore contrary to 
his intentions, or doth not keep his oath in farther confirmation of which the Bible 
is held to his b'-?aft and laid on his head, which are the ceremonies ufcd to render the 
oath obligatory: this done, the fador having regiftered his name, acknowledges him a 
member of their aflembly, and admits him to all the rights, privileges, and advantages 
appendant thereto; and having made the due prefents to his brethren, he is a Caboceer 
during his life. In other places on the coaft the eledion of a Caboceer is fomewhat 
different; but it being fo well regulated at Axim, I lhall content myfelf vnth deferibing 
that only. 

The third fort of Negroes are thofe enriched either by inheritance or trade; who, to 
acquire a reputation and great name amongft their fellow-citizens, buy about feven 
fmall elephants’ teeth, which they make into-blowing-horns j upon which they cattfe 
their family to be taught all fort of tunes ufual, according to the extravagant courfe 
of the country: which, when they have learned, they inform all their relations and 
acquaintance that they intend to Ihew their blowing-horns publicly, that they ntay 
come and make merry with them for feveral days together ; whilft they, their wives, 
and flaves appear with as much pomp and Iplendour as is pofiible, borrowing gold and 
coral of their friends to make the greater fhow, and diiti ibuting prefents amoiJ^ft them : 
fo that this extravagant ceremony becomes very expenfive. Tills initiatory feftival 
being over they are free to blow upon their horns at pleafure, whick none are per¬ 
mitted who have not thus aggrandized themfclves; but if they are inclined to divert 
themfelves are obliged to borrow them. How comraditftory is the courfe of things in 
tills .world! in fome places men are obliged to beg hard and make intereft for horns, 
whilft they come home to the houfes of others as unexpected as undefired. 

A Negro thus far advanced in honour, ufually makes himfelf mafter of firft one and 
then another Ihield : of which he makes a ftiew as public and pompous as that of the 
horns; and is obliged to lie the firll night with all his family in battle, array in the 
open air, intimating that he will not be afraid of any danger or hardlhip in defence of 
his people. After Which he paffes the next and the remaining days of the fcaft, which 
are generally about eight, in fiiooting and martial exercifes, as well as dancing and all 
forts of mirth; himfelf, his wives, and family, being as nVhly dreft as they poflibly 
can; and all that he hath in the world expolcd to public view, and removed from 
place to place. But this feftival is not fo expenfive as the former; for inftcad of 
making prel'ents, as ufual in that, he here on the contrary receives very valuable pre¬ 
fents; and when he defigns to divert himfelf, or go to the war, he is permitted to 
carry twb fhields: a favour not allowed to any who hath not thus qualified himfelf. 

Thefe are the nobility which authors boaft of on this coaft; but that in reality they 
are not fo is plain, becaufe no perfon can ennoble himfelf, but muft be fo by Wrth, or 
by creation of another: in which they are both deficient; for by birth they we only 
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flaves, and confequently widely dlftant from nobles, and tney owe mar iavance only 
to themfelves and their money; their port of honour here being always open to him 
who is’ rich enough to bear the expence. Befides, in other places nobility enga^w 
jthofe honoured with it firmly in the public fervice of their King or country ; which 
thefe are not the leaft concerned for, applying themfelves to nothing but trade: but if 
any arc fond of having them gentlemen and noblemen, I (hall let them remain fo. 
And it will not a little redound to my honour, that 1 have for feveral years fucceffively 
been waited on by one of thefe noblemai in the capacity of a footman, without having 
the leaft refpeft to his nobility. 

The fourth and fifth fort need no other account to be given of them, tlian that they 
are common people and flaves. 

Thefe blowing-horns naturally lead me to a defeription of the mufical inftruments 
with which they divert themfelves. But I lhall firft inform you that the Negroes, in 
building their villages, have not the leaft regard to the pleafantnefs of the fituation. 
With us, indeed, it is ufual, and is doubtlefs very reafonable to put a high value 
upon a fine profpeft and pleafant walks; but thefe lumpilh wretches frequently choofe 
a dry and difagreeable place to build on; neglefting at the fame time well-planted hills, 
charming valleys, and beatitiful rivers; which they have in great abundance, and 
ferve them for no ufe nor afford them any diverfion. They are full as indifferent and 
negligent in the making of their roads, they being generally as rough and perverfe as 
<he people themfelves: a road which need not to be above two miles in length, fre- 
qnuently becomes three by jts crookednds and unev«mefs; and though they have been 
often made fenfible of this inconvenience by us, and a very little trouble would mend 
them, yet they will not alter them; the way once made muft ftill remain, though it 
leads them twice as far out of the way. 

Their mufical inftruments are various, and very numerous; but ail of them yield a 
horrid and barbarous fhocking foimd; the*chief of them are the mentioned horns, 
anade, as'I have already told you, of fraail el^hants’ teeth ; though not fo very final! 
but fome of them weigh bawixt twenty and thirty pounds, and others more; to 
adorn thefe they cut in diem feveral images of men and beafts; and that fo finely that 
it feems to be done literally in obedience to the fecond commandment: for, indeed, it 
is difficult to difeem whether they are moft like men or beafts; at the lower end of 
thefe horns is a piece of rope coloured black with hen’s or fheep’s blood, and at the 
fmall end is a fquare hole; at which by blowing they produce a fort of extravagant 
noife; which they reduce to a fort of tone and meafure, and vary as they pleafe: 
Ibmetimes they blow upon thefe horns fo well, that though it is not agreeable, yet it is 
not fo horridi as to require a whole bale of cotton annually to ftop one’s ears, as Foequen- 
brog has it. 

Their fecond fort of inftrnments are their drums, of which there are about ten 
feveral forts, but moft of them are excavated trees, covered at one end with a flieep- 
ftin, and left open at the other, whidvthey fet on the ground like a kettle-drian, and 
when th^ remove it they hang it by a ftring about their necks; they beat on thefe 
drums with two long flicks, made hammer-faffiion, and fometimes with a ftraight flick 
or their bare hands, all which ways they produce a difinal and horrid noife $ the drums 
being generally in confort with tM blowing of the horns, which afford the moft charm¬ 
ing affes’ mufie that can be imagined: to help out this they always let a lirife boy to 
ilrike upon a hollow piece of won, with a piece of wood, which aloi» makes a 
Boifo nyjre deteftable than the drutns and horns together* 
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Of late they have invented a fort of fmall drwns, covered on both fides with a fkin, 1 
and extended to the &ape of an hour-glafs; the noife they afford is very like that our 
ijoys make with thdr pots they play with on holidays, with this difference only, 
that thefe have iron rings, which makes fome alteration in the found. It would be 
ridiculous to tire you with all the inftmments of the Negroes; I fhall therefore take' 
leave of this fubjed, by deferibing the bell they have, which is a hollow piece of 
wood, of two hands-breadth long, and one broad; from the hinder-part of this a ftick 
comes crofs to the fore-part, and upon the inftruraent are five or fix extended firings; 
fo that it bears fome fort of fimilitude to a fmall harp or, if you will, is not very 
unlike the modern Greek mufical inftruments, and affoi Js by much the moft agreeable 
found of any they have here. Having faid enough on this fubjed, let us turn hurielves 
to another. 

What is mufi: commendable among the Negroes, is, that we find no,poor amongft 
them who be^; for though they are never fo wretchedly poor, they never beg; the 
rcafon of which is, that w'hen a Negroe finds he cannot fublifl, he binds himfelf for a 
certain Ann of money, or his friends do it for him; and the raafter to whom he hath 
obliged himfelf, keeps him in all neceflaries, fetting him a fort of talk, which is not in 
the leaft flavilh, being chiefly to defend his mafter on occafion, and in fowing time to 
work as much as he himfelf pleafes. So that, as I have before told you, here are no 
beggars obliged to be lb by poverty ; but lharaelefs beggars, without the leaft neceflity, 
are fo plentiful, that tliey all undiftinguilhably deferve that name; a king himfelf is 
not afliamed to beg, and that for fuch mean things as hg might buy for one penny 
or two-pence; they are fo fcandaloully importunate, that it is impoffible to get from 
them without ^ving them fomething. 

Though I have been tedious in this, I hope yon will pardon it; for I muft own my 
Itch of fcribbling is not yet over, and I cannot help giving you an account of a won¬ 
derful and extraordinary fort of people, I mean the Tapoeyers or Mulattoes, a rac» 
begotten by Europeans upon the Ne^o or Mulatto women. This baftifrd ftrain is 
made up of a parcel of profligate villains, neither true to the Negroes nor us, nor in¬ 
deed dare they truft one another; fo that you very rarely fee them agree together. 
They affume the name of Chriftians, but are as great idolaters as the Negroes them- 
felves. Moft of the women are public whores to the Europeans, and private ones to 
the Negroes; fo that I can hardly give them a ciiarafter fo bad as they deferve. I can 
only tell you, whatever is in its own nature worft in the European and Negroes, is 
united in them; fo that they are the fink of both. The men„ moft of which are 
foldiers in our fervice, are cloathed as we are, but the women prink up themfelves in a 
particular manner: thofe of any faftuon wear a fine Ihift, and over thijt a Ihort jacket 
of filk or ftuff, without fleeves, which reaches from under the arms to their hips, 
faftened only at the Ihoulders; upon their heads they wear fever^ caps, one upoitthe 
other; the uppermoft of which is of filk, plated before and round at the top, to 
make it fit fait; upon all which they have a»fort of fillet, which comes twice or thrice 
around the head. Thus dreffed, they make no fmall Ihew: on the lower part of their 
hotly they are cloathed as the Negro-women are; and thofe who are poor are pnly 
diftinguilhable by their drefs, they gokig naked in the upper part of their body, 

Tl« whole brood, when young, are fer from handfome, and when old, aue only fit 
to fright chiidreii in their beds. If a painter were obliged to paint envy, 1 could wilh 
him no better original to draw after than an old Mulatto-woman. In procefs of time 
their bodies become fpeckled with white, brown, and yellow fpots, Iike» the tigers, 
which they alfo refemble in their barbarous nature j but 1 Ihall here leav^heni, for 
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fear it may be thought that I am prejudiced by hatred againft them; bul ifo far from 
that, that there is not a fingle perfon who hath anything to do with them, buthil 
muft own they are not worth fpeaking to. Well, as difagreeable as it is to be obl%edf 
|o fuch company, I have this fatisfedion, that it cannot be fo irkfome to me Imre, ds 
tt will be agreeable to me to tell ^you in a few months, viva voce^ how inuTO I am 
yours, &c. 


LETTER X. — Defcribing the feveral Religions of the Negroes ; their Opinions of a 
Deity, and different Sentiments eoneerning the Creation of Man. — Manner of folemn 
/wearing on feveral Oceafms; the Manner of ajking Quejlions of their Idol, how it is 
managed, and the Frauds of their Pruffs on that Account; how, and on what Ocea< 
■ fions, publit and folemn Excreifes of Religion are here enjoined ; every private Perfon 
hath his particular falfe God, and Holidays which he appoints in honour of that; the 
Offerings to it. — Which would be the moft cffellual Way to convert the Negroes ta 
Chriflianity. Of their forbidden Meats. — 'Their Opinions cowerning theirfalfe Gods , 
the Reivard of Good and Evil. — Of Murder and Adultery, l5fc. wherefore amongst 
them. — Various Opinions of a future Life. — Miraculous Priejls living in the in-land 
CouHtn. — What the Negroes think of Devils, Conjurors and Apparitions; how they 
ejeB Devils. — Only two Fffivals among them. — The Difference betwixt fortunate and 
mfortunate Days. — They are very fupcrjlitious ; an Injlanec thereof. 

Sir, 

MY laft was very long, and if I treat the fubjed largely, this will not be much 
(boner. For the religion of the Negroes, of which I defign to fpeak, will afibrd mat¬ 
ter enough for a book'alone, by reafon of the numerous and different forts of it; foe 
there is no village or town, nay, I had almoft faid no private family which doth nor 
differ from* another on this head; but not thinking it worth while to recount all the 
various opinions, I (hall therefore pafs them over, and only fpeak of their public reli¬ 
gion and worlhip, in which they almoft all agree. 

Almoft all the Coaft Negroes believe in one true God, to whom they attribute the 
creation of the world and all things in it, though in a crude indigefted manner, they 
not being abIe>to form a juft idea of a Deity. They are not obliged to themfelves nor 
the tradition of their anceftors for their opinion, rude as it is, but to their daily con- 
verfation with the Europeans, who from rime to time have endeavoured to implant this 
notion in them. There are two reafons which confirm me in this fentiment j firft, that 
they never make any offerings to God, nor call upon him in time of need; but m all 
their difficulties they apply themfelves to their Fetiche (of which more hereafter), and 
pray to him for fuccels in their undertakings; the fecond is, the different opinions of 
feme of them concerning the creation; for a great part of the Negroes believe that man 
was made by Ananfie, that is, a great fpWer; the reft attribute the creation of man to 
God, which they affert to h^ve happened in the following manner: they tell us that 
in the beginning God created black as well as white men; thereby not only hinting, 
but endeavouring to prove, that their race was as foon in the world as ours; and to 
beftow a yet greate* honour on themfelves, they tell us that God having created thefe 
two forts of men, offered two forts of gifts, viz. gold, and the knowledge or ll-ts of 
reading and writing, giving the Blacks the firft eletftion, who chofe gold, and left the 
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knowledge iSf Iettei» to the Wh^e*. God granted thdf requeft, but beiiig incenfed at i 
th^ avarice, refolved that the Whites fliouldfor ever be their mailers, and they obliged 
1(0 ivait on' them as their flaves. Others again affirm, that man at his firft creation wa» 
notih^d as at prefent; but that thofe patts which ferve for the diftindtion of fexes ii| 
men aM women, were placed more in view, for tlm convenience of propagation: What 
think you, fir, is not this a ridiculous notion ? Would it not be very obliging to the Turks 
to fometimes gratify their beltial appetites with women in an unnatural manner, not to 
mention their Sodomy with men. 

I have found very few Negroes of this fentiment; bii' having aiked thofe who are 
its afl'ertors, when the lhape of men was ^tered to its prefent ftate; they replie'i, that 
God had done it out of refpect: to modelly, when the world became fo well pet ^ed that 
the prefent fliape was fufficient' to preferve the race of mankind. Others on the Gold* 
Coaft would perfuade us that the firft men came out of holes and pits, like that at pre~ 
fent in a great rock on the fea, near our fort of Acra. But it is time to ftop my hand, 
for if I mould particularize all their notions concerning the creation, the moon and 
ftars, inftead of being Ihort I fhould grow infupportably tedious. I ftiall only tell you, 
that Father Kirchen would not find it very difficult to perfuade them that the planets 
are peopled, or at lead the moon j for they have already difeovered a fellow beating 
a drum in her. 

I promifed juft now to explain the word Fetiche, which is ufed in various fenfes. 
Fetiche or Bollutn in the Negro language, derives itfelf from their falfe Go^l, which- 
they call BolTum. Are they inclined to make offerings to their idols, or defire to'be 
informed of fomething by thent, they cry out, Let us make Fetiche; by which they 
exprefs as much as “ let us perform our religious worlhip, and fee or hear whaf our 
God faith.” In like manner, if they are injured by another, they make Fetiche to* 
deftroy him in the following manner: they caufe Ibme viftuals and drink to be- exorcifed 
by their Feticheer or prieft, and Icatter it in Ibme place which their enemy is accuftomedf 
to pafs; firmly believing, that he who comes to touch this conjured ftuff Ihdil certainly 
die foon after. Thofe who- are afraid of this, coming to fiich places, caufe thcmfelvtc? 
to be carried over them, for it is the wonderful nature of this exorcifed traflt, that then 
it does not in the lead affeft the perfon, nor can it at all affe£t thofe who carry him, or 
any body elfe befides him. So that though the art of poifoning is a favourite peculiar 
to the Italians, yet they have always found themfelves obliged to endanger the innocent ' 
to come at the guilty, and never yet could hit on fo diftinguiftiing and difereet a poiforv 
as this of our l^groes; though 1 muft confcfs I like that of the Italians fo little, that 
I had rather walk over all that the Negroes can lay for me, than have any thing to do 
with theirs. , 

If they are robbed, they make life of much the fame means for the difeovery and con¬ 
dign punilhment of the thief: they are fo obftinately bigotted to this opinion, that if 
you fhould produce a hundred inftances of its impotence, it would be impoflible to alter 
their fentiments, they having always fomething ready on which to charge its contrary 
fuccefs. If any perfon be caught throwing this poifon, is very feverely puniftiedi 
nay, fometimes with death, though it be on the laft account of thieving, which is h«e 
freely allowed. ObKgatory fwearing they alfo call making of Fetiches j is any obl^. 

tion to be confirmed, their phrafe is, “ let us as a-farther confirmatian make Fetiches.” 

' s* 

• The Negroes believe that tbere is iwgold in any other countries bcfidcs their own ; and that no 
Blacks have any knowledge of the art of letters; nor have tliey any notion af the extent of Uw world but 
what jhey recoiled from our inforinations. 
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When, they dritA: the oath-draught, it is ufually aca>rapanied by an impfee^don; Aat 
the Fetiche may kill them if they do not perform the contents of their t^Iigation. Every 
perfon entering into any obligatfon is obliged to drink this fwearing liquor. When any 
nation is hired*to the alliftance of aaother,*aU the chief ones are obliged to 4t^k this 
liquor, with an imprecation, that th^r Fetiche may punifli them with, death, if Aey do 
not affift them with utmoft v%o«r tO extirpate their enemy. But oaths on this occ^ton 
are fo frequently taken and broken, that they themfelves have no great opinion of 
them; befides, they have found out a way to abfolve themfelves from their oaths, take 
the money of thofe who have hired them to the alliltance, and a€l diredtiy contrary to 
their obligation; for having entered into this folemn engagement or oath, in the pre- 
i'ence of their prieft, they doubt not in the leaft but that it is in his power to free them 
of the obligation. This, you will be apt to fay, looks a little like the papacy ; but 1 will 
aflure you it is in reality, as I have reprefented it. But of late years fome Negroes 
are fo refined, that before they take thrir contradtory oaths, they oblige the prieft to 
fwear firft, and drink the oath-draught, with an imprecation, that the Fetiche fliould 
punifli him with death, if he ever abfolved any perfon from their oath without the 
unanimous cool'ent'of all interefted in that contradl. Oaths taken in this manner are 
generally kept unviolated and punctually performed. If you aik what opinion the Ne¬ 
groes have of thofe who falfif’y their obligations confirmed by the oath-drink, they 
believe the perjured perfon (hall be fwelled by that liquor till he burfts; or if that 
doth not happen, that he ihall fhortly die of a languifliing fickUefs: the firft punifliment 
they imagine more peculiar to women, who take this draught to acquit themfelves of 
any accufation of adultery ; and if 1 may be allowed to make a comparifon, this drink 
feems very like the bitter water adminiftered to the women in the Old Teftament by way 
of purgation from the charge of adultery. Thus, in the defeription of the religion of 
the Negroes, I find myfelf infenfibiy fallai upon their oaths; but fince evm that is a 
J>art of religious worlnip, I have Ibme excufe for purfuing that fubjefl: yet a little 
farther, ic any perfon is fufpecled of thievery and the indidment is not clearly made 
out, he is obliged to clear himfelf by drinking the oath-draught, and to ufe the impre¬ 
cation, that the Fetiche may kill him if he be guilty of thievery. The feveral ways of 
takitg oaths are fo numerous, that I Ihould tire you as well as myfelf with a repetition 
of them i'' wherefore I fliall content myfelf with adding only one efteemed the moft 
folemn and obligatory, which is only ufed on important occafions, and is in the follow¬ 
ing manner: 

Each prieft or Feticheer hath his peculiar idol, prepared and adjufted in a particular 
and different manner, but moft of them like the following defeription:—They have a 
great wooden .pipe filled with earth, oil, blood, the bones of dead men and hearts, 
leathers, hair, and, to be fliort, all forts of excrementitious and filthy tralh, which they 
do not endeavour to mould into any fliape, but lay it in a ctmfufed heap in the pipe. 
The Negro who is to take an oath before tins idol, is placed diredly oppofite to it, 
and alks the prieft the name qf his idol ^ach having a particular one), of which being 
informed, he calls the Fetic^ by its name, and recites at large the contents of what he 
defigns to bind by an oath, and makes k his petkionary requeft that the kiol may puniflt 
him with death ii he fwears folfely; tKea he goes round the pipe, and ftands ftiU and 
fwears a fecond time in the fame fdace and manner as before, and fo a third time like- 
wife ; after which the prieft takes fome of the mentioned ingredients out of pipe, 
with which he touches the fwearer’s head, arms, belly and legs, and holding k above 
his heady turns it three rimes round; then he cuts off a bit of the nail of one finger in 
each ha/d, of one toe of each foot, and fome of the hair of his head, which he throws 
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mto the pipe where the idol is lodged: all which done, the oath is firmly obligatoryi«|ii 

But to turn to another fubjeft. 

# When the Negroes defign to begin a war, to drive a bargain, to travel, or attempt 
any thitdt of importance, their firft bufmels is to confult their falfe go^ihy their prieft, 
concerning the event of thrir undertaking, who very feldgm prophefies ill, but gene¬ 
rally encour^es them to hope for profperous futeefs} which they take on his word, ’ 
not doubting the iffue in the leaft, and obfequioufly perform all the prieft’s commands, 
which generally oblige them to offer up fheep, hogs, fowls, dogs and cats to their 
idol; or at oth<*r times perhaps, cloaths, wine and goli'; by which the prieft is fure 
to be the greateft gainer, for he fweeps all to himfeli, only prcfenting garbage and tht 
excrements of the flaughtered facrifice to his god to divert himfdf withal: ‘a-ia thus, 
befides the money ,iven him, he makes a fhift to pay himfelf very well out of the 
ofi'erings for his fmah trouble. 

If the prieft is inclmed to oblige the querent, the queftions are put to the idol in his 
prefence, and generally in one of the two following methods : — The firft way is by a 
bundle of about twaity fmall bits of leather, in the middle of which they bind fome 
trafh of the fame nature with that they fill the mentioned pipe ; fome of thefe ingredients 
promife good fuccefs, and others threaten the ccmtrary. This bundle the prieft fhuffles 
together feveral times, and if thofe which prefage a good iffue happen to come fre¬ 
quently together, he affures the querent that his undertaking lhall end well. But it is 
here to be obferved that the dexterous prieft can, by flight, make which he pleafes of 
the leathers come together } and that if he ever gives them an unlucky or dilcouraging 
anfwer, it is only to extort more offerings from them, on pretence of appeafing the 
incenfed god, but in reality to redouble his own perquifites. 

The fecond way of confulting their idols, is by a fort of wild-nuts; which they 
pretend to take up by guefe and let fall again: after which they tell them, and form 
their predictions from the numbers Hling even or odd. In fliort, the priefts, who 
are generally fly and crafty, encouraged by the ftupid credulity of the p'bople, have 
all the opportunity in the world to impofe die groffeft abfurdities and fleece their purfes; 
as they indeed do effedually. For if the event confutes their prefege, they never 
want an excufe; the facred rites were not carefully performed, this or tfet par|(,of it 
was flubbered over or omitted, the God is therefore enraged, and it is for that reafon 
the affair hath fucceeded fo crofsly. This is glibly fwaliowed. The prieft is never ac- 
cufed of falfehood; if the whole land be ruined, his reputation remains fecure and 
untouched: but if by chance his auguries come to pafe, there is not in the world a 
wifer or holier man, and he fure not to want his reward. 

Public general religious exercifes of a whole nation or town arp cuftomary on 
account of unfeafonableoefs or unfruitful weather in floods, or a great drought; when 
the chief of the town or nation affemble and advtfe with the prieft what courfe is moft 
proper to remove the prefent public calamity; and what they order is immediately 
ridiculouily commanded or forbidden throrgh the land by a public crier; and who- 
i^ver dares prefume to swft contrary to this order, is fi||^ to incur a laige pecuniary 
jMttlty. When their fifliery is at low ebb, they make offerings to the feat but this 
<|^tsieraU]| happens about Auguft or September, when experience tells them that a vaft 
quantity of fifh is commonly taken, and yet this is always belioved effed; of the 
^eriiig. t ,, , 

AhiM&.ittlirjP'village hath afinall appropriated grove, where the govemOTS and chief 
people fre(|BeAdy rqiair to midee thar offerings; riiher for the pifohc good, or for 
the^fflves. Twfe groves are efteemed facred, no petfou preCuraing to c\fi}e them„ 

pluck. 
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pluck, cut, or break off any branches of trees; who, befides the acCuftobjed puhifli- 
ment, is not willing to lay himfelf under an univerfal raalediOion. 

Each particular perfon hath his peculiar falfe god, which he or (he worlhips aftef 
their manner,^on that day of the week on which he was born. This they call their 
Boffum, or in their Portuguefe San^e*Day, on which they drink no palm-wine before 
' I'un-fet: they are habited all in white, and as a fign of purity fmeared with white 
earth. lMo/1: of the Negroes, efpecially the principal, have befides this another weekly 
day llindilicd to their Fetiches. On thefe days they kill a cock, and fometiines, if 
they are rich, a flieep, which they offer up to their God in words alone; for they 
immediately fall upon it and tear it to pieces with their fingers; taking it for granted, 
that it is fufficient to i'ay it was killed for him : and as he hath none of it, fo the owner, 
when a Ihcep is killed, on this account, hath the lead fltare of it; for his friends and 
acquaintance fall like a dog upon a fick cow, each as greedly as narrowly watching 
his opportunity of- feizing a piece, which goes immediately to the fire, foul or clean it 
is no great matter, they are not very nice; the guts they cut into fmall pieces, and 
fqueezing out the excrement with their fingers, they boil it together with the lungs, 
liver, and hearts, with a little fait and Malaget, or Guinea-pepper, without walking 
it from the blood. This they call Eyntjeba, and it is efteemed the greatell delicacy 
that can be dreffed up. 

If it was poflible to convert the Negroes to the Chriftian religion, the Roman 
Catholics would fuccecd better than we fhould, becaufe they already agree in feveral 
particulars, efpecially in their ridiculous ceremonies; for do the Romanifts abfiain one 
or two days weekly from flelh; thefe have alfo their days when they forbear wine; 
which, confidering they are very great loveVs of it, is fomewhat fevere. I'he 
Romanifts have their allotted times for eating peculiar forts of food, or perhaps wholly 
abftaining from it, in which the Negroes out-do them; for each perfon here is for¬ 
bidden the eating of one fort of flefli or other ;»one eats no mutton, another no goat’s- 
flelh, beef,'^fwines-fle{h, wild-fowl, cocks with white feathers, &c. This reftraint is 
not laid ypon them for a limited time, but for their whole lives: and if the Romanifts 
brag of the antiquities of their ccclefiaftical commands ; fo if you afk the Negroes why 
theyj^o this, they will readily tell you, bccaufe their anceftors did fo from the begin¬ 
ning of the world, and it hath been handed down from one age to another by tradition. 
The fon never eats what the father is reftrained from, as the daughter herein follows 
the mother’s example; and this rule is fo ftridly obferved amongft them, that it is iin- 
pofiible to perfuade them to the contrary. 

I have already informed you of the fignification of the word Fetiche, that it is chiefly 
ufed in a religions fenfe, or at leaft is derived from thence : before I proceed to inform 
you how they reprefent their gods, I fliall only hint that all things made in honour of 
their falfe gods, never fo mean, are called Fetiche: and hence alfo the artificial gold 
mentioned in my fixth letter derives its name. 

How their gods are reprefented to then*, or what idea they form of them, I never 
yet could learn, becaufe, ind^, they do not know themfelves : what we are able to 
obferve is, that they have a great number of falfe gods; that each man, or at leaft 
each houfe-keeper, hath one; which they are perfuaded narrowly infpefts their courfe 
of life, and rewardsagood, and puniflies wicked men ; but their rewards confift in the 
multiplicity of wives and flaves, and their punilhments in the want of them; t^iiough 
the moft terrible punilhment they can imagine is death, of which they are terribly 
afraid: and, indeed, it is this which inflames their zeal in religious afl^rs, and occa* 
fions their/dbftinence from forbidden meats and drinks, fearing they ihould die if fhey 

7 but 
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but oifte tafted it. Murther, aduitery, thievery, and all other fuch like crimes, are 
here accounted no fins, becaufe they can expiate them with money; which they cannot 
do in any other tnifdeeds, which ftill remain charged to their account. Mr. Frederic 
Cojet, deferibing the opinions of the inhabitants of Formofa, relates the^feme concern¬ 
ing them. r, 

Their notions of a future flate are different; mofl: of them believe that immediately 
after the death of any perfon he goes to another world, where he lives in the fame 
charader as here, and makes ufe of all the offerings of his friends and relations made 
here after his death : but they have no idea of future rev irdior punilhments, for the 
good or ill adions of their pall life; except fome of them, who take it for g-arted, 
that the deceafed are immcdi:vtely conveyed to a famous river, fituate in th.: indand 
country, called Bofm mque : (luppofing this to be taken in a fpiritual fenfe, becaufe it„ 
vifibly appears ^hat the body is left with them). It is here their god inquires what 
fort of life they have lived : have they religioufl) obferved the holy-days, dedicated to 
their god, abftained from ail forbidden meats, and inviolably kept their oaths; they 
are gently wafted over the river, to a land abounding in all kinds of happinefs, not 
unlike Mahomet’s Paradife: but if, on the contrary, the departed hath finned againft 
any of the mentioned rules, his god plunges him into the river, where he is drowned 
and buried in eternal oblivion. 

Others are perfuaded, that, after death, they are tranfported to the land of the Blacks 
or Whites, and changed into white men ; this is fomewhat Kke the metempfyehofis of 
Pythagoras, and ferves to hint how much more honourable they account the while 
men beyond themfelves. 

I’he in-land Negroes inform thofe Blacks who live amongft us, that a great Feticheer 
or prieft lives in a very fine houfe far in-land; of which they relate nothing but 
miracles: they affirm, that the winds and weather are at his command, and that he^ 
can change them at pleafure; that though his houfe is without any roof,^yet it is 
always (heltered from rain ; that he not only knows all things paft, but can as accu¬ 
rately foretel all future events as if they were prefent before his eyes, and eflres all 
forts of diftempers: in Ihort, he knows fo much, and does fuch wonderful things, 
that Father Marcus Avianus would be obliged to ftand bare, and was indeed notrahg 
compared with liiqj* His countrymen alfert, that all thofe near his abode muft 
appear before and be examined by him; upon which, if they are found to have led a 
good life, he fends them away in peace to a happy place : but if on the contrary-, he 
kills them a fecond time with a club made on purpofe for that ufe, and placed before 
his dwelling-place, that it may always be ready at hand. From hence you may eafily 
infer, whether this Negro is not mcredibly reverenced and efteemed by ffiis country¬ 
men:; and, indeed, they look upon him as a fort of demi-god: fo flily hath this, 
arch-cheat infinuated this great opinion of himfelf into the minds of his neighbours, 
that (this being no old Itory, he at prefent living) they every day relate frefh miracles 
of him. w ^ 

By this you may fee, that the conjurors and miracle-mongers are no ftrange things 
amongft the Negroes; they firmly believe in them, but in a different manner from our 
Kuropean ridiculous opinionifts ; who are perfuaded no conjuror can do any feats with¬ 
out the help.of the devil: for, on the contrary, the Negroes do no*, doubt but that 
it is a gift of God, and though it is in reality a down-right cheat, yet they, ignorant 
of the fraud, fwailow it as a miracle, and above human power; but that the devil 
may not in the leaft participate of the honour, they aferibe it all to God: and, for my 
voL.‘xvi., 3 F \part,. 
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part, if there were any men endowed with fuch fupernatural qualities,”! flionW cer¬ 
tainly agree with the Negroes in afcribing it to God, and not to the devil. 

Since we are got on this fubjeft, I moft not forget to inform you that the Negroes 
believe that there is a devil, and that he frequently does them a great deal of mifchief: 
but what autliors write, that they pray and make offerings to him, is utterly falfe. If 
I miftake not, I have read in Oliver Dapper, that the Negroes never eat or drink, 
without throwing fome portion of it to the earth for the devil; but this is a great 
milbke; it is true, indeed, that before they eat or drink, they are accuftomed to throw 
away fome, but this is not for the devil, they won’t oblige him fo far; it is for their falfe 
god, or fometimes for their deceafed friend. 

The devil is annually banifhed all their towns with abundance of ceremony, at an 
appointed time fet apart for that end. I have twice fee» it at Axim, where they make 
the greatefl ftir about it. This proceffion is preceded by a feafl of eight days, accom¬ 
panied with all manner of finging, fkipping, dancing, mirth, and jollity: in which 
time a perfefl; lampooning liberty is allowed, and fcandal fo highly exalted, that they 
may freely fing of all the faults, villanies, and frauds of their fuperiors as well as in¬ 
feriors, without punilhment, or fo much as the leaft interruption j and the only way 
to flop their mouths is to ply them luftily with drink, which alters their tone imme¬ 
diately, and turns their fatirical ballads into commendatory fongs on the good qualities 
of him who hath fo nobly treated them. 

On the eighth day, in the morning, they hunt out the devil with a difmal cry, all 
running one after another, throwing of excrements, (tones, wood, or any thing they can 
come at, as thick as hail, at Satan’s pofteriors. When they have driven him far enough 
out of town, they all return; and thus conclude their eight days divine or rather 
diabolical fervice. From hence we may obferve, that they believe there are more 
devils than one, becaufe he is driven out of above one hundred towns at the fame 
"time. And to make fure that he doth not return to their houfes, the women wafh and 
fcour all Ihcir wooden and earthen veffels very neat, to free them from all uncleannefs 
and th« devil. 

The Negroes of Ante alfo drive out the devil in the fame manner : but thefe poor 
^^8tches arc tormented with a worfe devil, though they call him a god. I'his is a 
giant, one tide of his body being found, tlie other rotten, which if any perfon do but 
touch he dies immediately (which I believe without the leaft fcruple). This ovei’- 
grown devil, or god (for the difference is not very great), they endeavour to appeafe 
with eatables ; to winch purpofe thoufands of pots or troughs of viduals are continually 
found ftanding throughout the whole Antefe country j fo that he muft have a worl'e 
than canine appetite if he hath not his belly full. 

They ftedfaftly believe the apparition of fpirits and ghofts, and that they frequently 
difturb and terrify fome people: fo that when any, but more efpecially any conlider- 
able perfon dies, tiniy perplex one another with horrid fears, proceeding from an 
opinion that he appears for feveral nighf.s fucccffivcly near his late dwelling. 

They have no oilier kslemn times or feftivals, belides that when their harveft is com- 
pleated, which wc cal) their Fair, and that of banifhing the devil. 

Excepting what the Negrots have learned of the Europeans, they have no notion 
of the divifions «f the year into months and weeks; but reckon their time by the 
fhiiiing of the moon -, whence they likewife collett when it is proper to fow: but that 
they have long been acquainted with the divifion of months into weeks anft days, feems 
very probable to me, by reafon each day of the week has its proper name in their Ian-, 
guage^ Their fabbath falls on our Tuefday, but in Ante, like that of tbe*Maho-_ 
' f metans. 
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fnetatis, oh'Friday ; and differs from other days no otherwife, than that no perfon is 
then permitted to fifh : but all other works are allowed without the leaft interruption 
as freely as on other days. ^ ^ x 

The in-land Negroes divide time in a very (Irange manner, into lucky and unlucky : 
in fome countries the great fortunate time lads, nineteen, and the lelTer (which is difle- 
rent from the'other) I’evcn days; and betwixt thefe are feven ill or unfortunate days, 
which is a fort of vacation to them, for tlien they do not travel, till their land, or un¬ 
dertake any thing of confequence, but remain altogether idle. The inhabitants of 
Aquamboe arc more bigotted in this particular than an’ of the reft : for befides that 
they will not refolve concerning any affairs on tliefe day s, they will not willingly accept 
any prefents made then), but fend them back again, or at leaft caufe them be kept 
in a certain place af ivt until the lucky days come. 

Who firft fettled t!iis diftinftion of good and bad days, I cannot determine ; nor do 
I believe any perfon can: all that I can conjeQure of the reafon of them is, that, perhaps, 
fome leading man amongft them might have been fortunate on the one, and unfortunate 
on the other; upon an obfervation of which he might refolve to form it into a ruie* to 
which he would adjuft the remainder of his life, and that others confequently following 
his example, it grew firft into a cuftom, and afterwards into a law. 

The inhabitants of one country differ very much from thofe of another in this par¬ 
ticular : this nation accounting their happy days at one time, and that fixing them at 
another; whilft the Coaft Negroes do not trouble themfelves therewith in the jeaft, but 
believe all times alike. 

On the Gold Coaft the natives are not in the leaft acquainted with image-worfliip, but 
at Arbra there are thoufands of idols. 

Believing I have fufficiently enlarged on the religion of the Guineans, I lhall take 
leave of that fubjedf; and to fill up a fmall vacancy in this letter, juft hint fomething of 
their ftrange fuperftition, nothing uncommon ever happening which is not attributeti 
to fome miracle or another: of which I could tire you and myfelf with infiSnees, that 
happened fince 1 have been here; but to avoid that, I fiiall conteiu myfelf with one 
inftance of a ihoufand. » 

In November 1698 , the King of Commany, formerly our utter enemy, was 
killed at Cabocors by the Englifti; a few days after which our chief faftor at Elmina 
happened to die, to the great grief of the Negroes, who all unanimoufly agreed, that 
the before-mentioned King of Commany had called him to the Elifian fields; and 
that fince he had no opportunity when alive to fend any of our chief men thither, he 
had taken this opportunity after his death of obliging one to follow him, out of re¬ 
venge, and that we might have the lefs reafon to triumph, on occafiop of his death. 
Thus far and farther extends their horrid fuperftition; but we fhall leave them and 
it as impollible to be feparated, and conclude this with my hearty refpedt to yourfelf 
and lady, &c. 
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LETTER XI. ■— Of th0 Govermncnt of the Negroes, •which by reafon of the Jhmll Power 
•Defied in the Caboceroes is very loofely and irregularly managed. — The Difference be¬ 
tween monarchical and republican Government — What fort of Government that of Axim 
is / how their Courts of Jujiice are held, and how Jnjlice is dijiributed; what Credit 
is to be given to Evidences. — The extenfivc Authority of our FaSlor at Axim. -—Pu- 
nifhments of Murther and Thievery. — Refpebl of Per fans thought no Injufiice, and 
wherefore. — Stealing of Men and Cattle feverely pumffed. — The Office of Judge re¬ 
dounds very much to the Advantage of our FaStor at Axim, as appears by a farther 
Explanation. — The unjtt/l Way of recovering Debts, which is two or threefold ; Wars 
arife from hence; the Reafons which fometimes engage them in a War, which is very- 
cheap ; The military Force of the Negroes living on the Coajl near the Sea is very incon- 
fiderable: their Cowardice in Battle ; their Manner of fighting ; of their plundering ; 
the Authority of theit Priejis in War ; their ufual Arms ; Power and Prerogative of 
their Kings ; they live in no great State, nor are in the leajl reverenced; their Reve¬ 
nue ; the Poverty of fame of them ; Education of their Children very mean. — The Offer 
of a King or chief Perfon. 

Sm, 

YOUR obliging letter, dated the 4th of October, was very welcome, and fo fpcedily 
brought to me by the fliip the Flying Dragon, that from hence only flie might very 
well deferve that name; though I could wim on other occafions fhe were not found 
fo fwift; for when our Company’s fhips are jull at her heels, inftead of the two wing.'i 
the painter has bellowed on her, Ihe.feems rather to have four by her expedition, Ihe 
being no fooner difeovered but Ihe gets out of fight; well, however, if we cannot catch 
her, may God grant her a fafe palfage rather than Ihe fall into the enemy’s hands. 

It is with a great deal of fatisfaclion I am informed tliat yoii have received and are 
fo well pleafed with my letters, treating of this Coall, and that you like that part de- 
feribing the Commanian wars fo well as to thank me for my trouble, and earnellly defire 
that I will impart what is yet wanting to complete the defign, to excite me to which 
you all along praife my endeavours. This is what indeed might prevail upon a perfotv 
of a humour different from mine ; but I am too confeious of my own imperfedlions to 
be ignorant how far the complimental commendations your civility bellows, belong to 
me, and am not in the leaft moved by them ; but if you would urge me to proceed, 
you ought to ufe no other arguments than that it is your defire, and the obligations I 
have to you are the moft prevalent which can be offered. This I am writing, as a proof 
of my zealous ihclinations to ferve you, fince I am not in halle likely to obtain another 
opportunity, is like to take in as much matter as would fill one and a half or two 
Inters. 

Our prefent fubjefls are, the government, adminillration of government, and wars 
of the Negroes j each of which I fhall but imperfedly touch upon, becaufe the two 
former will naturally fell in on fome future occafions, and the iaft you have already 
had a fpecimen of in the relation of Cbmmany ; and to conclude this letter, I defign tO' 
Ihow you the Guine|i Kings in their brighteft lullre and glory. 

The government of the Negroes is licentious and irregular, which only proceeds 
from the fmall authority of their chief men or Caboceroes, and frequent wars are 
occailoned by their remifegovcriuxient axul abfurd cuftoms. 

8 . , Th^ 
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The difference betwixt the adminiftradon of the government of monarchies and com¬ 
monwealths is here very great. Of the former, the power and jurifdiftion being veiled 
in a fmgle perfon, 1 fhall not fay much at prefent; but Ihall only fpeak of the republics; 
amongft which that of Axim and Ante feeming the moft like regular, I fhall reprefent 
them as inftances of the reft ; though indeed the beft of their governments and methods, 
of adminiftradon of juftice are fo confufed and perplexed, that they are hardly to be’ 
comprehended, much lefs, then, are they to be exprefted with any manner of connexion 
on paper. 

'Fhe government of Axim confifts of two parts, f^e firft whereof is the body of 
Caboceros, orcliiefmen; the other the Manceros oi'young men. All civil or pub¬ 
lic affairs which^ commonly occur are under their adminiftradon; but wh.’t concerns 
the whole land, a .d are properly national affairs, as making of peace and war, the 
raifing tributary impofitions to be paid to foreign nations (which feldom happens), that 
falls under the cognifance of both parts or manbers of the government: and on thefe 
occafions the Manceros often manage with a fuperior hand, efpeciaily if the Caboceros 
are not very rich in gold and Haves, and confequently able by their affiftance to bring 
over the other to their fide. 

Their diftribution of juftice is in the following manner: — If one of the Negroes 
hath any pretenfion upon another, he doth not go empty-handed,’ but loaded with 
prefents of gold and brandy (the latter of which is here of a magnetic virtue), and 
applies himfelf to the Caboceros; after the delivery of which he dates his cafe to them, 
deliring they will difpatch his caufe with the firft opportunity, and oblige his adverfary 
to an ample faiisfadion. If they are refolved to favour him liighly, a full council is 
called immediately, or at fartheft within two or three days, according as it is moft con¬ 
venient ; and after having maturely confulted, judgment is given in his favour, and 
that frequently as direftly oppofite to juftice as to any other reafon than the received 
bribe, 

But on the contr'’ry, inftead of favouring, are they incenfed againft the ^aintiff, or 
have they received a larger bribe from his adverfary, the jufteft cauft, in the world can¬ 
not proteft him from judgment againft him ; or if right appear too plainly on his fide,, 
to avoid an enfuing fcandal, they will delay and keep off a trial, obliging the injured 
perfon, after tedious and vain felicitations, to wait in hopes of finding jufter judges- 
hereafter, which perhaps does not happen in the courfc of his life, and fo of confe- 
quence the fuit devolves upon his heirs as an inheritance; who, whenever an opportunity- 
offers, though thirty years after, know very well how to make ufe of it; as I myfelf 
have feveral times had fuch cauies come before me, that one would be apt to think it 
were impoflible they fhould remember fo long, confidering they want jhe affiftance o£ 
reading and viTpiting. 

It fometimes falls out that the plaintiff, or perhaps the defendant, finding the caufe 
given againft him contrary to reafon, is too impatient to wait to have juftice done him,- 
but makes ufe of the firft favourable one of fe'^ing fuch a quantity of gold or goods as 
is likely to repair his damage, not only from his adverfary or debtor, but the firft which 
falls in his way, if at leaft he does but live in the fame city or village; and what he 
polTeffed himfelf of, he will not re-deliver till he receive plenary fatisfafldon, ahd is at 
peace with his adverfary, or is obliged to it by force. If he be ftronig enough to defend 
himfelf and his capture, he is fure to keep it, and thereby engage a third perfon in the 
fuit on account of the feizure of his effefts for fecurity, who hath his remedy on the 
perfon on whofe account he hath fuffered this damage j fo that hence ‘proceed frequent 
muxsders, and fometimes wars are thereby occafioned, but of this more hereafty. 


But 
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Put if the fenteixce of the Caboceros be juft, or the caufe come to our fort to be 
decided in prefence of our fe£tor, the difpute is amicably concluded by adjuging it 
againft him who the evidence prove is in the wrong, and it is found has not a fufficient 
plea to offer in his defence to clear hirafelf of it: but if on the other fide he can clear 
himfelf by witneffes, he is difcharged ; and if neither of the parties have any evidence, 
the accufed clearing himfelf upon oath is difcharged j which, if he cannot do, he is , 
liable to have judgment paffed againft him to pay what is charged on him, provided 
that the plaintiff has given in his charge upon oath, which he is always obliged to do. 

The oath of purgatiou is preferred before the oath of accufation j for if the plaintiff 
prove his complaint by two, or but one wimefs, the defendant is not allowed to fwear. 

This frequently occafions fome very ill accidents, perjury being no i^w thing among 
the Negroes; and he that is injured this way, is fare to tvatch all opportunities of re¬ 
venge. But this injuftice very feldom or never occurs any where but at diftant and 
far in-land places, where our factors can take no cognizance of it: but all fuits arifing 
amongft or near our forts, are determined by the lentence of the fador and the (ia- 
boceros, and fo remain decided for ever, their judgment being ftridly obligatory, and 
admitting of no appeal but to the diredor-gencral, in cafe the factor and Caboceros 
have been mifinformed in the caufe, which fcarcely ever happens; fo the Negroes pay 
the fine they are condemned in with the utmoft willingnefs. What thefe fines are, and 
how proportioned to crimes, I fhall immediately inform you. 

Thus you fee, when a law-fuit is begun, we can end it without the afliftance of 
attornies or counfellors, in^a much Ihorter time, and perhaps with as much juftice, as 
where thofe gentlemen are moft employed ; though I muft own that the caufes here 
are feldom fo difficult and puzzling as to require the advice or afliftance of council; for 
the caufes, plantiffs, defendants, and judges, are equally fimple, and upon a level; fo 
I leave to your judgment whether this is to be commended or blamed. 

“■As to the ufual penalties: firft, murder is pimiffied two feveral ways ; one is by the 
death of the murderers, and the other by a pecuniary mulct, which again is of two 
forts, with refpedt to the free, and thofe who arc not fo.; that is, the free-born and 
the llaves. 

It is very feldom that any perfon is here executed for murder, if he eithw hath any 
effefts himfelf, or hath any rich friends to pay the appointed fine. 

If anybody kill a free-born Negro of Axim, and the murder is to be remitted by a 
fine, the old ufual fum of five hundred crowns is demanded of him, though the whole 
demand is feldom paid, the murderers generally getting fome abatement, according as 
the relations of the murdered perfon ftand affeded, for it is at their choice to be con¬ 
tented with as .little as they pleafe, and them only he is obliged to agree with ; quite 
contrary to what a certain writer affirms, viz. that the fines accrue to the King, which 
is fo falfe, that he has no pretence to the Icaft lhare, unlcfs he hath been affiftant in 
the getting of them, when, indeed, he is paid for his trouble only. 

I’he mentioned five hundred crowns i^ to be underftood of a common free Negro, 
but on account of a confiderable perfon I have known the fine augmented to ten times 
that fum; which, indeed, Ihould not fuffiice, there being too many that would willingly 
give five hundred crowns to remove a chief man out of the way; wherefore the fine, 
in this cafe, is left te the diferetion of the judges. 

The murder of a flave is ufually fined fix-and-thirty crowns, but it is in this cafe as 
in the firft, if the murderer ftand hard he obtains an abatement of the injured perfon, 
who feldom gets above a chain or firing of gold of above thirty-two crowns. 

5 "But 
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But if a murderer cannot pay his fine, he is obliged to give blood for blood, and is 
accordingly executed in a miferable and cruel manner} for they do in a fort kill him a 
thoufand times, by cutting, hacking, pricking, or rurming him through the body, and 
fhooting him, or whatever elfe they can invent to torture him, unlefs our faftor fenis 
for him out of their hands, and orders his crime to be punilhed by ftriking off his 
guilty head. Next to murder, thievery and adultery is moft feverely punillied, but at 
prefent we lhall only touch on the former, referving the latter for another place. 

Robbery is commonly punilhed by the reftoration of the llolen goods, and paying a 
fine; in the adjudging of which, particular regard is bad to the value of the ftolen 
goods, the place where and by whom the fadt is com fitted: for example, one is fined 
twenty crowns, befidcs what he hath ftolen, and another for robbery, every a equal, 
lhall be fined d&e hundred or more, and that without the lead injuftice, I mean ac¬ 
cording to their ancient municipal cuftoms, of which a fadtor, who fits in Judgmentj 
ought not to be ignorant, left, according to his own opinion only, he pronounces an 
improper fentence. Refpedt of perfons in the adrainiftration of juftice, is not here 
looked upon as the leaft injuftice, though the beft effedf of this is, that the rich are 
commonly more feverely handled than the poor, which they think reafonable on two 
accounts: firft, the rich were not urged to it by neceffity; and, fecondly, they can 
better fpare the money ; for nobody is here fined above his ability, unlefs, by an accu¬ 
mulation of crimes, he hath given occafion thereto, and then he is fent into flavery. 
This is the true reafon why a difereet Negro, themgh he is rich, will always pretend 
poverty, left he or fome of his relations, falling info the hands of the judges, fliould 
be too hardly ufed on that account. 

The Healing of men is punilhed with rigid feverity, and fometimes with death itfelf; 
and they are equally fevere againft the ftealers of cattle, as hogs, Iheep, &c. And 
herein they agree with our opinion, for the dumb beaft cannot defend itfelf, nor call 
any to its alliftancc. They will rather put a man to death for dealing a Iheep, tlian 
killing a inun, more cfpecially in thofe places where they are free from eay fubjeftion 
to the Europeans, who generally punilh it by a pecuniary mulfV '^nly ; whether it be 
that they are not fond of blood, or that they love the profit which accrues to them 
thereby, that I leave to you to determine, fince I have before informed you that the 
Negroes under our government had rather it Ihould be atoned by a fine, but not ex¬ 
torted by avarice inftead of juftice. And, according to this rule, I fquared my condu£t 
in my judge’s office, of which I lhall hereafter give you an inftance. 

All lines which occur at Axim are paid into the fador’s hands, who diftributes them 
to the injured perfons, firft deduding his fee, which not many years paft was very con- 
liderable, but not long fince was diminillied by a certain gentleman, and the factor 
Itridly ordered not to demand more than eight crowns for the dedifion of the moft 
important fuit which Ihould come before him; and not only that, but if offered, he 
was commanded to refufe it; an order really too fevere, to hinder anotf)er’s doing 
good, and not permit him to receive and ul'e his juft perquifites at pleafure. This 
gentleman pretended thereby to lliew his'tendernefs to the Blacks, but myfelf and 
leveral others were of another opinion: its true fource was pure envy, which would 
not fuller him to let any of the officers of the Company, his fellow-fervants, to get 
any thing, nor indeed any but himfelf, of which his continual ^management with the 
Blacks was but too convincing a proof: for if he himfelf decided any caufe for them, 
or fined them for any crime, he was not content to be paid eight crowns only, but, 
on the other hand, fometimes enhanced the price to fome hundreds; and I believe the 
Avim fadors, finding this law fo exorbitantly broken by its maker, have :not the lead 
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regard to it: nor are tliey in the wrong, for it direftly claihes with the old^mxink^a! 
cuftoms of the country; and for my part, if it had been made before my coming into 
that office; I fhould not have taken much notice of it; but by afting conlonant to their 
ancient ufages, have gained the affeftion of the Blacks more than by following any 
innovation; and this very law-giver, on the contrary, by unjuft management and his 
Exorbitant avarice, was only expofed to their implacable hatred and inveterate curfes. 
But.enough on this head : I (hail next Ihcw what are tl>e perquifites which accrue to 
fchefaftor at Axim, by the exercife of his judicial office. 

For inftance, if a Negro be- fined one hundred crowns for a crime, the favor’s fliare 
is two-thirds, and the allembly of Caboceros have the remaining third. But on ac¬ 
count of murder, robbery, or the forcing the payment of debts, three-fourths of the 
whole are >the complainant’s, and the remainder belongingao the fa£l;oFand the Cabo¬ 
ceros, is divided according to the mentioned proportion of one-third to the Caboceros, 
and two-thirds to the fa&or, which render it much more advantageous for the fador to 
be judge here than in our own country, fuppofingour European judges to a£l; honeftly ; 
what they get by unlawful means, as I am ignorant, I do not defire to be better 
informed. 'I'hefe judicial fees are, or at leaft before this order were, paid very freely, 
v/ithout the leaft fcruple by the Negroes ; even thofe for whom the faftor had got in 
a debt, were very well contented to pay one-fourth part of the whole receipt, and this 
w'as as firmly fettled as the price of bread at Amfterdam. 

I (hall, according to my' promife. by way of digrelTion, infert a relation of a caufe 
depending when I was fiuftor at Axim. In the country of Ancober, which hath 
long been fubjetl to Axim, lived two Caboceros, both confiderable men, who for 
feveral years had been engaged in a difpute, each pretending that the other was born 
his flave, and by inheritance he had an inviolable right over him ; this was a very per¬ 
plexed caufe, each of them feemed to back his pretence with reafon, and a proof de¬ 
duced from many years paft; infomuch, that the Caboceros of Ancober found thein- 
felves puzzled how to decide it; and both parties being agreed to plead the caufe before 
me, and expeft my determination; not that they thought me wifer than their country¬ 
men and honourable council, but only that it might be ended by my power; accordingly 
it came before my judgment-feat, and though I patiently fpent one whole day in hear¬ 
ing the caufe, yet I alTure you, at the end, I was juft as wife as at the beginning, each 
of them confirming his pretenfion by fo many witneffes, and feeming to have fo much 
right of his fide, that I could not tell whom to give it for. But, however, to put an 
end to this litigious fuit, I alked them if they were both contented to fubmit to my de- 
cifion ; to which he freely confenting, I fpoke to them in reconciling terms, alluring 
them that all which they pretended, on each fide, feemed jeafonable ; wherefore it was 
impoffible to decifie which of them w-as in the right, the proper witneffes of this caufe 
being all long fince dead, and that all the evidence they had brought v/as not valid, it 
being only by hear-fay, and the merits of the caufe confequently forgotten; having 
thus prepared them as cautioufly as I could, and obferved that they both feemed to 
agree to it, I made difficulties of deciding tlie dilute, by telling them that before they 
went out of my fort it was my requeft they Ihould be perfedlly reconciled, and own 
each other for free-^men; and that he who fiiould ever pretend that the other was his 
Have, (Ihojild be liable ^to a fevere fine. 

They botfi feemed very well fatisfied with this determination, embracing each other, 
and vowing an eternal friendfliip: and the more effe£tually to convince me of their 
&(irfa<ftion, they each of them made me a very good prefent for putting an end to 
their quarre^: and, indeed, I really believed all was forgotten and forgiven. But two 
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or three months afterwards one of them hired two ruffians to murther the other in his 
own houfe, which they did by footing hinv through the head: at which I being very 
much incenfed, confidering it as a thing of dangerous confequence by no means to be 
fuffered in a weil-governed commonwealth, as we fay, but to be exemplarily puniihed 
in order to deter others from fuch praftices, fent fome of my principal officers to An- 
cober with orders to have the murtherers delivered over to me, that I might bring them 
to condign puniihment: but they boldly anfwered them, that they were not fubjed to 
their mafter, and that he might exercife his authority whore he had je.rifdidlion. This 
angered me yet \/orfe, for by this not only myfelf but 'he authority of the Company 
was affronted and dirainiihed j to keej) up which nothing ought to be neglefled. T’pon 
which I foon ref|ked to go to that country, accompanied with fome of our people, 
and being gotten M rut three miles from our fort, I found about five hundred armed 
Negroes, imagining, / fuppofe, the fight of them would terrify me; but on the con¬ 
trary, as foon as the mutual falutations were pafied, I alked them why they denied and 
affronted the authority of the Company, and did not confider what mil'chief it would 
pull down on their heads: to which they anfwered, that they were belied, for they 
never pretended to forfeit the protection of the Hollanders, or withdraw their obedience, 
fince the former was fo advantageous to their country. Having thus far received fa- 
tisfaCtion, I demanded the murtherers to be delivered to me in order to their puniffi- 
ment; but this they pofitively denied, but told me, perhaps they would punifli them 
themfelves. Upon this I took my leave of them and %as going away, but threatened 
them withal, that from this time forward I fliould believe they all had a hand in the 
murther, and that I would certainly fecure all of their countrymen I could get into my 
power, and puniih them as murtherers: this had fuch a good effeCk, that they imme¬ 
diately confulted together, and fent fome of their people to defire me to give them a 
little time to confider of my demand, upon which they w'ould bring me an anfwer. 1. 
(laid about a quarter of an hour; aifer which they brought me the malefaCtors 
fettered, only defired me that I would not be too hafty in puniffiing them, but only 
flay till they were all prefent, which I promifed them; and returned with the criminals, 
very well fatisfied with my expedition. 

Scarce three days after, all the chief men of Ancober came and (hewed themfelves 
before my fort, requefting that I would acquaint them how I intended to puniih the 
murtherers; they were anfwered, by beheading them. And to ftrike a great terror, I 
caufed the executioner with his inftruments to appear. Upon which they fet up a 
difmal lamentation, and begged that I would, in compliance with the cuftom of their 
country, fuffer the crime to be atoned with money: though I defired nothing more, 
yet I (lood off as though I was not to be perfuaded to that until the relations of the 
tnurthered perfons, who were already appeafed, came and defired me, and what was 
moft "perfuafive, offered me the whole fine: this was what 1 aimed at; but, however, 
to (hew myfelf as generous as they, I was fatisfied with half the fum, and fo we were 
both very well contented, and the criminals, wslio were the children of confiderable 
people, were fet at liberty. This I have related at large, tq. (hew you how we manage 
ourielves here to keep up our authority and refpeft; which is fo confiderable, that 
no Negro is permitted, without leave of the fadtor, to decide any caufe, upon forfature 
of all that is thereby gained. In my time a Negro came to defire me to get him a 
debt, which I promiled, and performed accordingly; but the debtor, who was no 
very good friend of his, informed me that this debt was contrafted by lyuig with the 
other*s wife, and api)ointed to be paid by the Caboceros. The plaintiff coming for bis 
•money, 1 affied him ff he did jiot know that it was all forfeit, he having ended the 
voi.xvi. 3 G affair 
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affair without rny knowledge; he frankly confeffed that it was, and begged I would 
give him but one fourth part of it; but finding him fo moderate, I gave him half; 
for which he very fubmiflively thanked me, and went away very joyful. 

This is intended to prevent the Negroes having any opportunity of forming any de- 
ligns in oppofition to us, or to our difadvantage. 

But to return to where I left off: at feveral places on the Coaft, debts are recovered 
in a very unjiifl: and villainous manner, el'pccially in thofe places where we have 
little or no power, or in feme of the kingdoms. *A rafcally creditor in thofe places, 
inflcad of aiking his money of his debtor, and fummoning him before the judges in 
cafe of rc'fufal, feizes the firft thing he can meet with, though of fije times the value 
of his debt, without any regard who is the proprietor, who, when ha. comes to afk for 
it, is told that he muff go to fuch a perfon, who is his dbbtor, and muff pay him for it; 
and this nobody can hinder, fo he goes immediately to afk the other for money for his 
goods. This is very extravagant juftice, the firft creditor has fix times the value of 
his debt, and if the fecond is as unreafonable as the firft, and affirms that he would 
not part with his goods for a lefs price, the creditor is obliged to give him full f'atil- 
faftion, in imitation of an old Roman law; *by which, if any perfon was injured in 
his honour and reputation, the injurer was obliged to pay fuch a futn as the injured 
fhould fwear he would not fuffer the damages for lefs, if left to his choice. It is true, 
indeed, this courfe is generally taken in cafe of fmall debts : but, however, the poor 
wretch that is the debtor, is fometimes obliged to pay a fhilling for a debt of one penny 
impre^ortion. This is not to be oppofed, for the creditor is more potent than he, and 
is upheld in it, perhaps by the King, or the great ones: this happens daily; and 
feveral men are thereby enriched upon a poor eftatc; and this here bears the name 
of juftice; but in my opinion it is abominably diftorted. Some Negroes have yet 
another way to force money out of people : which is, that one of thefe infoient fellows 
goes to a perfon, and tells him that he hath received fuch damage by his fon, ne¬ 
phew, Have, or fomebody elfe depending on him; for which he comes to aik fatif- 
fa^tion of him, threatening him that elfe he will murther or forely wound him or flioot 
fomebody elfe at his coft; and if this villain have courage enough to put it into exe¬ 
cution, as I have tw'ice feen it happen, the other muft fuller the liuuc as if he had 
done it. 

Befides their accuftomed diftribution of juftice above deferibed, they have yet a 
very odd fort of juftice, which is under the direction and adminiftration of the Man- 
ceros, who have erected a fort of judicial focicty in every confiderable village, whole 
province it is to adjudge all trivial crimes that fliall appear before them, and of thefe 
the Negroes .are very freqi'.ently guilty; I mean beating, curfing, or reviling one 
another: upon which the perfon jivho thinks himfelf injured, applies to the Manceros 
much in the following terms, viz. fuch a perfon hath injured me, I fell or furrender 
him to you ; punifti him according to his defert. Upon which thefe gentlemen with 
utmoft diligence take him into cufto(j^, and after a very fuperficial enquiry into his 
crime, lay a fine of fome crowns upon him; which if he leems unwilliu^ to pay, as 
being unjuftly iinpofed on him, they not having heard what he had to ,fay in his de¬ 
fence, the Manceros not at all concerned hcrcat only go to the market, where they 
take up as much goods on his account as the amount of the fine; which he is, though 
unwilling, forced to pay; and they have no fooner received this money, but it is fpeat 
in palm-wine and brandy. 

The ofiences which thefe Manceros ufually fine are fo various and ridiculous, that I 
have not patience enough to particularize any of tliem; it is enough that I iaforin you. 
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tliat if thefe iclje judges have nothing to do the whole day, and confcquently get no 
money to make them drink ; their time is only fpent in contriving to bring in fome- 
body on one pretence or anothe^ in order to I'urnifh them with liquor. 

Ifie confiiltations with the Caboceros in conjunftion with the Manceros principally 
relating to war, we ihall at prefent touch upon. 

When they arc defirous of entering into a war, on account of ambition, plunder, or 
to aliiil other countries already engaged in a war, thefe two councils confult together: 
but otherwife the greateft part of^heir wars are chiefly occafioned by the recovery of 
debts, and the c’ifputes of fome of tiic chief people am nrg them. I have formerly 
hinted Ibincthing.on this fubjett, witli promife to proceed farther on it. 

I’he firmefl J^acc of ncii>^hbourihg nations is frequently broken in the ''oliowing 
manner:—One of r^4C leading men in one country hath money owing him from a per- 
fon in an adjacent co-.mtry, which is not fb fpeedily paid as he defires; on which he 
caufes as many goods, freemen, or flaves to be feized by violence and rapine in the 
country where his debtor lives, as will richly pay him: the men fo feized he claps in 
irons, and if not redeemed fells them, in order to raife money for the payment of the 
tlebt: if the debtor be an honefl; man and the debt jult, he immediately endeavours 
by the fatisfadfion of his creditors to free his country-men: or if their relations are 
powerful enough they will force him to it: but w’hen the debt is difputable, or the 
debtor unwilling to pay it, he is fure to reprefent the creditor amongft his own country¬ 
men as an unjult man, who hath treated him in this manner contrary to all right, and 
that ho is not at all indebted to him: if he fo far prevails on his countrymen that they 
beheve him, he endeavours to make fomc of the other land prifoners by way of re- 
prizal; after which they confequently arm on each fide, and watch all opportunities of 
j’urprizing each other. 'Fhey firfl endeavour to bring the Caboceros over to their party, 
iiecaule they have always fome men ap their devoir ; next the foldiers : and thus from 
a trifle a war is occafioned betwixt two juntries, who before lived in amity, and cori’- 
timu s till one of them be fubdued: or, if their force be equal, till the principal men 
are iibliged to makepeace at the requcil of the foldiers; which frequently happens, 
oipecially about fowing time, when all the warriors defire to return to till the ground ; 
lor in I'tTving in the war without pay, and defraying all expences out of their private 
inrtuiies, they quickly grow tired; cfpccially if they get no advantage of, and coiife- 
quently no plunder by the enemy. 

When the governors of one country are inclined to make war with thofe of another, 
perhaps on account that they make a better figure in their manner of living, or that 
they are richer; fo that thefe have a mind to fome of their elFefts ; then they afl'emble 
together, in conjundion with the Manceros, who alfo give their advice, and being 
young, and puft up with hopes of plunder, are eafily induced by the perfuafions of 
the C'aboceros ; and the joint refolution is no fooner formed than every one prepares 
for war ; and being got ready, make an irruption into the defigned country, without 
giving the leaft notice or declaring war, urging^ much the fame real'ons with a prefent 
European potentate, “ It is My royal will and pleafure, and for My glory.” And 
thus they kill and pillage each other. The injured nation, to revenge this perfidious 
breach of peace, if not powerful enough of irfeif, hires another to aflilt it for lefs than 
3 ,0001. fterling; for which price the bell are heye to be had, x^ell armed and ap¬ 
pointed for an engagement: fo that, indeed, war is not here very dear, though at this 
cheap rate you cannot imagine the armies fo formidable that are hired for fuch trivial 
wages: but plunder is their chief aim, inftead of which they often get good ftore of 
blowi, which prove all the perquifites to their mentioned wages. Thefe wages they 
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divide amongft' the Caboceros and the Manceros j but the former manage the tflSr 
fo cunningly, that the latter have not above four or five fliilUngs each, or {»rh<^ kilf 
that fum; for the leading men are fure to adjuft the account fo veil in fevoue of 
themfelves, that a mighty refidue is not likely to be left to make a future dividend. 
But as for the plunder, though particularly appropriated to defray the expence of the 
war in the firft place, and the remainder to be divided, yet every man feizes the firft 
part thereof he can lay hold on, without any regard to the public : but if no booty is to 
be come at, the Manceros, like cats that have wet* their feet, make the belt of their 
way home, not being obliged to ftay longer than they themfelves pleafe. Each is 
under a particular chieftain in a fort, though he can command only his flaves j a free 
Negro not owning his authority, or fubmitting even to their kings^, unlefs compelled 
by their exorbitant power, without which they live entirely at their own pleafure: but 
if their leader is difpofed to march up firft towards the enemy, he may, but will not, be 
followed by many. 

War, as I have twice before told you, is not fo expenfive as in Europe; our four 
years war with the Commanyfehians (except the damage done to our trade) did not 
coft us in all fix thoufand pounds fterling; for w'hich fum we had fuccefiively five 
nations in our pay. But I have formerly treated this fubje£l fo largely, that I need not 
fay any more of it at prefent. 

A national offenfive war may very well be managed here with four thoufand men in the 
field } but a defenfive requires more. Sometimes the number of what they call an army 
does not amount to more than two thoufand. From whence you may infer of what 
force the monarchies and republics on the coaft are, Fantyn and Aquamboe only ex¬ 
cepted ; the firft of which is able to bring an army of twenty-five thoufand men, and 
the latter a much larger. But the inland potentates, fuch as Akim, Afiantc, kc. are 
not to be reckoned amongft thefe, they being able to overrun a country by their nume¬ 
rous armies -, though I cannot inform you any otherwife concerning thofe people, than 
what by ftints we learn from the Negroes, who are not always to be believed. But as 
for the monarchies fituate near us, I dare affirm, that though eacn of the two contending 
armies wfire compofed of five or fix feveral nations, they would not together make 
twenty-five thoufand men j upon which account, joined to their cowardice, very few 
men are killed in a battle ; and that engagement is very warm which leaves one thou¬ 
fand men upon the place; for they are fo timorous, that as foon as they fee a man fall 
by them, they run for it, and only think of getting fafe home. In the laft battle be¬ 
tween the Commanyfehians and thofe of Saboe, Acanni, Cabes-Terra, and two or three 
other countries, I do not believe that one hundred men were killed, and yet the Com¬ 
manyfehians d/ove their enemies out of the field, and obtained a complete vidory. 

They are very irregular in their engagements, not obferving the Icaft fhadow of 
order; but each commander hath his men clofe together in a fort of crowd, in the 
midft of which he is generally to be found ; fo that they attack the enemy man for 
man, or one heap of men againft anothjjn*; and fome of their commanders feeing their 
brother-officer furioufly attacked, and fomewhat put to it, choofe rather to run with the 
hare than hold wkh the hounds, and that frequently before they had ftruck one ftroke, 
or flood fo much.as one brufh ; and their friends whom they left engaged certainly fol¬ 
low them, if in the leaft preffed, unlefs fo entangled with the enemy that it is not for 
want of good will if they do not; but if no opportunity offers, though againft their 
^1, they get the reputation of good foldiers. 

In fight, the Negroes do not ftand upright againft one another, but run ftoopingand 
liftening, that the bullets may fly over their heads. Others cre^ towards the enemjr, 
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votl, b^g.eoiae dofe, let fly at them ; after which th^ run away as fad; as tfiey can, 
and, as if tte devil were fure of the hindmoft, get to their own army as foon as poffi- 
* ble, in order to load their arms and fall on again. In Ihort, their ridiculous geftures, 
Hooping, creeping, and crying, make their fight more like monkeys playing together 
than a battle. • * 

The booty which the commonalty chiefly aim at are the jmfoners and ornaments of* 
gold, and Conte de Terra; for fome, efpecially the in-land Negroes, arefo fimple as to 
drefe themfelves in the richeft manner poffible on thefe occafions; wherefore they are 
frequently fo loaded with gold and Conte de Terra, thtt they can fcarcely march. 

Common prifoners who cannot raife their ranfom, . re kept or fold for flaves at plea- 
fure; if they take any confiderable perfon, he is ’ery well guarded, and a .cry high 
ranfom put upon f)im ; but if the perfon who occafioned the beginning of the war be 
taken, they will not eafily admit him to ranfom, though his weight in gold were offered, 
for fear he fliould in future form fome new defign againft their repofe. 

The moft potent Negro cannot pretend to be infured from flavery, for if he ever 
ventures himlelf in the wars, it may eafily become his lot; he is confequently obliged 
to remain in that ftate till the fum demanded for his redemption is fully paid, which 
withal is frequently fet fo high, that he, his friends, and all his intereft, are not fufR- 
cient to raife it; on which account, he is forced to a perpetual flavery, and the moll con¬ 
temptible offices. Some amongft them are fo barbarous, that finding their hopes of a 
high ranfom fruflrated, they pay themfelves by cruelly murdering the wretched 
prifoner. ' , 

Wars betwixt two defpotical Kings, who have their fubjefls entirely at their com¬ 
mand, are of a long duration, and frequently laft feveral years fucceffively, or till the- 
utter ruin of one of them ends the difpute. They frequently lie a whole year encamped 
againtl each other without attempting any thing, a few diverting fldrmilh^s excepted : 
only againft rainy weather they each ■ turn home without molefting one another. 

'i'hough this is ''hiefly owing to their priefts, without whofe fuffrage tifsy are not 
eafily induced to attempt a battle; they advife them againft ii, under pretence that 
their gods have not yet declared in favour of them ; and if they will attempt it notwith- 
ftanding, they threaten ap ill iii'ue: but if thefe crafty villains obferve that their army 
is much ftrongcr than the enemies, and the foldiers well inclined to fighting, they al¬ 
ways advife to attempt it; though with fuch a cautious referve, that if it fucceeds con¬ 
trary to expeftation, they never want an excufe to bring themfelves off: the com¬ 
manders or foldiers have done this or that thing, which they ought not to have done;. 
for which reafon the whole army is puniflied. In ftioit, Jet the event prove how it 
will, the prieft is infallibly innocent, and his charafter'always maintains its own re-- 
putation. 

I doubt not but I have fufficiently enlarged on their ridiculous* wars, if I have not * 
dwelt longer on them than they deferve; wherefore I lhall relate the events which 
happened in my time, and apply myfelf to the defeription of their military arms. 

The chief of thefe are mufquets or carabiiw, in the management of which they are 
wonderfully dextrous. It is not unpleafant to fee them exercuc their army ; they handle 
their arms fo cleverly, difehargiug them feveral ways, one fitting, tj^e fecond creeping, 
or lying, &c. that it is really to be admired they never hurt oi..- another. Perhaps you 
wonder how the Negroes come to be furnilhed with fire-arms, but you will have no 
reafon when you know we fell them incredible quantities, thereby obliging ihQ,m with a 
knife to cut our own throats. But we are forced to it; for if we would not, they might 
be fufficiently ftored with that commodity by the Engltiffi, Danes, and Bcandoiburghers; 
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and could agree topfether not to fell them any, the Englilhand Zealand ihter!o|ter» 
wdtild -abundantly fiirnim them : and fince that and gun-powder for fortie time have 
been the chief vendible merchandife here, we fliould have found but an indifferedi 
trade without our fliare in it. It were, indeed, to be wiflied that thefe dangerous 
commodities had never been brttught hither, or at leaft, that the Ni?groes might be in 
a Ihort time brought to be content with fomewhat elfe in_ their room: but this in all 
appearance is never likely. 

Next their guns, in the fecond place are their fwords, fliaped like a fort of chopping- 
knives, being about two or three hands broad at the extremity, and about one at the 
handle, and about three or four fpans long at moll; and a little crooked at the top. 
Thefe fabres are very ftrong, but commonly fo blunt that feveral Itrokes are neceffary 
to cut off a-head : they have a wooden guard, adorned ofi one tide, md fometirnes on 
both, with fraall globular Icnobs, covered with a fort of flein, vvhiiil others content 
themfelves with bits of rope finged black with the blood of fiieep or other cattle, with 
the addidonal ornament of a bunch of horfe-hair, amongft people of condition thin 
gold plates are ufual; to this weapon belongs a leather-ftieath alnmlt open on one fide ; 
to which, by w'ay of ornament, a tiger’s head, or a large red Ihell is hung; both 
which are valuable here. Thefe fabres they wear when they go out at their left hip, 
hanging in a belt, which is girt about their waifts for that end, or ftuck in their Paan, 
which is round about their bodies, and comes betwixt their legs, that they may run 
the fwifter ; befides which, they are begirt with a bandalier belt, with about twenty 
bandaliers* They have a cap on their heads made of a crocodile’s Ikin, adorned on ^ 
each fide with a red flicll, and behind with a bunch of horfe-hair, and a heavy iron-'^ 
chain, or foniething elfe inftead of it, girt round their head. Thus appointed, with 
their bodies coloured W'hite, our heroes look liker devils than men. 

Their other weapons are firll a bow and arrow; but thefe are not much in vogue 
amungft the Coaft Negroes, thofe of Aquamboe alone excepted, who are fo nicely 
dextrous Ihooting, that in hare-hunting they will lodge their fmall fine arrows in 
what part of the hare’s body is defired. 'I'licfe arrows have feathers at their head, and 
are pointed with iron. The Negroes of Awineeufually poifon them ; but on the Coalt 
that pernicious cuftom is not praftifed, nor do they fo much as know what poifon is. 

Next follow the Allagay or Haffagay, as fome call them, which are of two forts; 
the fmaller forts are about a Flemifli ell, or perhaps half an ell longer, and very flender, 
and thefe they call as darts ; the fecond, or larger fort, are about twice as long and 
large as the former, the upper part pointed with iron like a pike; Ibme of them are 
covered for the length of one fpan or two, though in all manner of lhapes. I'he Alfa- 
gay ferves theiq inltead of a fabre, that having their fhield in the left hand, they may 
the more conveniently dart the Alfagay with the right, for they have always fomebody 
or other to carry them after them. 

I.afl; of all are their Ihields, which ferve only as a defenfive covering of the body, 
and not to the offending any perfon. I Ijave feen Negroes wondcroufly dextrous in the 
management of thefe Ihields, which they hold in their left hand, and a fabre in the 
right; and playing with both, they put their body into very ftrange poftures, and fo 
artificially cover tl^mfelves with the Ihield, that it is impoffible to come at them. Thefe 
Ihields, which are abent four or five foot long, and three broad, are made of ofiers; 
fome of which a. e covered with gold leather, tigers’ Ikins, or fome other materials; 
fome of them alfo have at each corner and in the middle broad thin copper-plates 
feftened on; to ward off the arrows and the light Afl'agayes, as well as the blows of the 
fabre, if they are good, though they are not proof againft a mufquet-ball. 
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* I’tlunk%iere are all the weapons ufed amongft the Negroes, without I ihould tdl 
you that forne of them alfo are poffelTed of a few cannon; it is indeed true, but tli% 
ufe them in a very flovenly manner. The King of Saboe hath a very fmall number, 
with which he hasheen in the field, but he never made ufe of them. Some of them, 
after once firing them, have fuffered the enemy to take them, as it happened to the 
Commanyfchians; after which, thofe who took them were ignorant of the ufe of them ; ’ 
fo that thefe monarchs’ cannon only ferves to flioot by way of compliment and falu- 
tation, of which the Blacks arc very fond. 

Promifcs create a debt; and at the beginning of this letter you have my word that 
it ihould conclude will) the grandeur of their Kings j 1 1 purfuance of which, let us fee 
wherein it confills. ' ^ 

The extent of their territories is fo fmall, that fome of them have not more land 
under their jarifdittion than a Angle captain or bailiff of a village, and bear the fame 
name accordingly ainongft the Negroes : for before the arrival of the Europeans in this 
country, no higher title was known amongll: them than that of captain or colonel, with 
this only dilFcrence, that the one was appropriated to a country, but the other to a vil¬ 
lage. 13 ut fmee their converfation .with us, they, or rather we, make a diftinftion 
betwixt a king and a captain. Tiie firft word by whicli it was exprefl'ed, was Obin or 
Abin, which fignifics captain in our language, but they always underftood by it a com¬ 
mander of a country, town, or nation, for our mafters of fhips generally affume the 
fame title; and by the fame appellation would alfo be applied, without any diltinc- 
tion, to our direftor-general and chief of f<:)rts, if we did not better inform (he natives 

the difference. Kings are obliged in this country to preferve their power by dint of 
force; wherefore the richer they are in gold and Haves, the more they are honoured 
and efleemed ; and without thofe, they have not the leaft command over their fubjeflis j 
but on the contrary, would not only be obliged to pray, but pay their underlings to 
execute their commands. But if the ; jddefs Fortune has endowed them with a «kh 
fharc of treai'ure, they are naturally cruel enough to govern their people tyftmnically, 
and pimifh thenifo leverely in their purfes for trivial crimes, that'they cannot forget it 
all the remainder of their lives; and this is done with a feeming colour of juffice ; for 
the King, having any thing to charge on another, delivers the matter into the hands of 
the Caboceros, and f’ubmits it to their decifion; who, knowing his mind, are fure to 
aggravate the crime as much as pofUble, and take care that their judgment be confonant 
to his royal w'ill and pleafure. 

The KiiiJ^s in their dwellings, or, if I may fo call them, courts, do not difUnguifh 
theml’elves by keeping any ftate. There is no guard at their palace-gates, nor anybody 
to wait on them ; and when they ftir abroad in their town, it is very feldom they are 
attended by any more company than two boys, one of W'hich carries' the fabre, the 
other the flool or chair; and if they are met iti the flreets, they are about as much 
complimented as a cobler amongll us, whom we hardly bellow a hat upon, if we know 
him to be I'uch. The meanelt Have never ■ flirs one flep out of the way on their ac¬ 
count. But on the contrary, if they are goirlg to pay a vifit to any perfon in another 
town, or are to be vifited by fome confiderable man, they always take care to (hew 
their grandeur, and on fuch occafions are always accompanied with armed men; feveral 
Ihields are thejj carried for their ufe, and an umbrella above their Jieads, that the gen¬ 
tleman’s Ikin be not darkened by the fun : their wives are then finely dreffed with gold 
and other ricli ornaments, and have a long firing of gold and Conte de Terra, or coral, 
hung about them j though in their towns they and all their wives are fo wretchedly 
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habited^ that thc^t cloaths are fometimes not worth one fhilling, nor ful^cief^to diftin- 
‘ giiilh them from the meaneft flave. 

Thefe great Princes are fo miferably covetous, that there is not one of their fubjeds 
fo poor, from whom they would not catch at a prefent. Hence it-is, diat Their Ma- 
jelUes’ kitchens are not much better fumilhed than thofe of the common Negroes ; 
'bread, oil, and a little {linking filh makes up their bill of fare, and water is their 
drink for the greateft rart of the day j in the morning, if they have it, they drink 
brandy ; and in, the afternoon, palm-wine: in one word, their manner of living is 
indiftinguiihable Irom the meanefl amongft them. 

At the time when the palm-wine comes from the in-land country, they go in the 
afternoons altogether, viz. flaves and all as companions, to the public marke<--place, 
where they fit down and drink very fociably; every one that pleafes, bringing his own 
flool, adds himfelf to the croud: here they tipple till they have even bur{l the lice on 
their head; but when they are a little warmed, and their thirft fomewhat flacked, they 
drink like Caboceros, whole bumpers and pints ; for the calahafh, out of which they 
drink, holds a pint, quart, or fometimes a pottle, which, when they come to be merry, 
is half or perhaps quite filled, which they fet to their mouths to drink, ftraining to 
about two-thirds through their beards in order to fall to the ground, making by that 
means a fort of rivulet of wine on the place where they fit, and this is efteemed a great 
piece of magnanimity. The Europeans (amongft whom I do not pretend to be fingu- 
lar) are very good at this fport; but it is well for them it is not Rhinifli or French wine, 
for that wbuld be too expenfive; and here, for four or five {hillings, they may get 
drunk and throw away large quantities. 

When thefe drunken brethren come together, they are as impertinent and noify as 
the Smoufe or German jews at their fynagogue at Amfterdam; but you mull not ima¬ 
gine the difeourfe to turn on ferious fubjefts or ftate affairs, not in the leaft, it is gene- 
raHy- rank bawdy, of which they are fo full, that it continually runs over; and though 
the womeifeome amongft them, this is no reafon for interrupting the difeourfe, for 
they are always ready to bear their part, being very richly fumifhed on this head ; nor 
is it ever thought fcandalous for them to difplay this fort of talent. In fhort, this is a 
perfedl babbling and fcolding-fchool, where each perfon freely gives his neighbour his 
jown, as they call it; but in a much better manner than in Europe, where railing is the 
bufinefs of the private entertaining rooms, for here the perfons exclaimed agaimft are 
prefent, and confequently may vindicate themfelves: but hold, I {hall run too far j it 
is fit, I tell you, that though the Kings live thus in common with their flaves, yet on 
very flight occafions they frequently give them broken heads, from which thofe only 
are excepted who have acqui'-ed a reputation amongil the people ; and indeed I have 
-obferved that fome of thefe flaves had more authority than their mailers ; for having 
long exercifed a command ever their mafters’ dependents, by their own trading, they 
are become polTeiTors of fome flaves themfelves, and in prbeefs of time are grown fo 
powerful, that their patrons are obliged tp fee with their eyes only ; and what is yet 
more, it is not leldom that they fo obftinfately oppofe thrir mafters, that they will not 
be appealed by any other means than a prefent. 

A King here is always very ready to be hired to the alfiftance of any of his neigh¬ 
bours in their wars, becaufe the greateft part of the money agreed for falls to his {hare; 
after the receipt of which, he is not much concerned whether the promifed affiftance 
be puiidlually ready at the appointed time or not; if he has received the gold it is 
i^ilgh, he always knows how to fatisfy his cuftomers with one lie or other j m which 
they are fo fubtle, that they will, unobferved, defraud even thofe who are very well 
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upon theur^ard. Though this is an advantageous fort of trade, they are yet 
fond of being mediators betwixt difagreeing nations; for oijl this account they get 
money from both parties, and keep the breach open as lon^ as poflibly they can, ia 
order to get the more money from each. It is upon thefe incomes that they chiefly 
fubfift, for their revenue is very inconfiderable. It is indeed true, that they impofe a 
toll in all goods pairing through their country; but the colleftors bein^ always fome 
of the principal men amongfl^ them, make fure of the largeft lhare of it, and colle£t 
fo well for themfelves, that the King has very little of it. In a word, he is obliged to 
fubfift on exorbitant fines, fraudulently extorted from uis fubjeds, or on the manual 
labour of himfclf and Haves : wherefore thofe Kings arc unfortunate who have 1 ".*^ few 
Haves, and confequently arc not very rich or potent. I have known fame of thefe fo 
poor, that they nad leithef money nor credit to command a bottle of palm-wine to treat 
their vifitanrs. Hence you may colled how rich and potent thefe wrens of Hate are 
(as Monfieur Doudyn calls them in his Mercury). But perhaps being already tired 
wiih this account of the pomp and grandeur of their wives. Haves, and houfehold, as 
well as themfelves, you would gladly be informed how the illuftrious princes and prin- 
cefles, their royal offspring, are educated. I have formerly given you fome general 
hints concerning the Negro children ; it is then fufficient to affure you, that I nev^ 
could obferve the leaf! difference in this particular betwixt the royal and common edu¬ 
cation. The princes being arrived at years of maturity, to get an honeft livelihood, 
either plough the land or draw palm-winc, which I can affure you they are not^fhamed 
to carry to the market themfelves in order to fell it; but if they are not employed la 
thefe occupations, it is in fomething elfe equally confiftent with their cljarader ; from 
whence, in procefs of time, they afeend the royal throne of their anceftors. If you 
refletft on this, it will fomewhat abate your wonder, how hufttandraen, fhepherds, or 
potters, as Agathocles was, Hiould ever wear royal crowns, as hiftories inform us uit. 
daily occurs here; nay, what is yet more, the throne is often filled with thcHFe who, 
when young, have ffrved us as foot-boys, or in a meaner capacity; wherefore you 
may imagine we cannot be brought to have a very great efteem for thefe potentates : 
no, I can affure you the meaneft of our faclors thinks better of himfelf than one of 
thefe kings: and indeed his authority is much more confiderable, if we confider him 
to exerciie that of the direftor-general and council, in W'hole name he adls ; but leaving 
tliat as it is, I had rather refer you to Monfieur Fccquenbrog than fay any more 
of our grandeur. 

As for the ladies, the princeffes, perhaps you will be apt to think them too tender 
for the fatigues of agriculture ; no, not in the Icaft, they muft alfo lay their hands to 
the plough ; but if it happens that one of thefe illullrious ladies is too liaughty to ftain 
her high birth by working like a Have, fhe generally takes up a trade more likely to 
maintain her genteelly, which requires no more than what madam Nature has libemly 
beftowed on her; and if Hie does not get fo much as the ladies of her profeflion ia 
Europe, Hie has not fuch extravagant wants at\thcy, and is confequently very well 
fatisfied. Several of thefe are married in their young days, without the leaft regard to 
high birth or family, every body pleafing themfelves in their choice ; for a marriage 
between a King’s daughter and a Have is not at all thought difproportionate, but is 
indeed fomewhat better than for a King’s fon to marry a Have, which daily happens; 
fmee the common proverb, that the children follow the mother, is here paffed into an 
unalterable rule, and conl'equently the iffue of the former (viz. the princefs married to 

Have) are free, and thofe proceeding from the latter. Haves. Thus you have a view 
of the ^Imle royal family : it remains now that I lliould give you fome accot^nt of the 
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great officers under the King, which confift of Braffoos or enfigns, SaS^re-bearers, 
Tie-ties, that is, public, criers or proclaimers, attendants on their wives, horn-blowers 
or trumpeters and drummers; which offices the following lines will elucidate. That 
of Braffoo I have already explained to be a fort of marflial, who is to charge firft in 
battle, which it he have but courage enough he always does. The fecond are the 
fabre or fword-bearers, of which thefe nionarchs have generally about four. Whfther 
thefe agree with the antient armour-bearers, 1 cannot certainly tell, though I believe 
them very near alike. This, whatever you may think of it, is no mean poll; for the 
gentlemen to whom it is entrufted, fometimes become honoured with the charader of 
ambaffadors to foreign courts; though, to do jufticc, that more properly belongs to the 
Tie-ties or public criers, who are alfo made ufe of on this occafibn, and fent by their 
mafters on national errands to friends or enemies, their caps being an effeftual free-pafs 
every where, fuppofing them to be fent by their maftcr, but otherwife they cannot pro- 
ted them ; they being in effied not unlike our European trumpeters in time of war. 
Each town hath one or two of thefe officers to cry what is ftrayed, loft or ftolen ; and 
to proclaim the orders made by the governors or Kings: bcfides all which, when fitting 
in council, they are obliged when the voices run too high and confufed, to cry out. 
Tie-tie, or Hearken, from whence the name of their office is borrowed. They wear 
a cap made of a black ape’s (kin, whofe hair is about one finger’s length, and in their 
hands they have a bunch made of the hair of an elephant’s tail, and fmall rufhes ; with 
which they defend their maftcr from the flies. The fourth and laft as well as moil con- 
fiderable officers, are the attendants on the King’s w ives; their chief province is to take 
care that no f^rangers pluck the fruit of their maftcr’s orchard: though I am apt to 
think when thefe happen to be tolerably handfome fellows, that they make better ufc 
of their pofts, than their mailer of his propriety. I'hey are allb entrufted with all the 
Xmg’streafury; of which they carry the keys, Jor they arc not trufted to any befides them, 
and coi*fequentiy they are the only perfons who after the King’s deceale are able and 
obliged to give an account of his treafury. Befides thefe, our rnonarchs have no other 
officers. But 1 ought alfo to inform you that they arc not Kings alone who are thus 
ferved, but every principal man has the fame fort of officers to attend him, being 
herein equal with the King; or if he is very rich, perhaps he will out-vic him. 

I dare fay you will not complain that this is too fliort; if its Icngh is not tirefome it 
is well; 1 have only the importance of the fubjeft to plead : in Ihort, that it prove agree¬ 
able, is the wifli of yours. See. 


LETTER KlI. -r- Of the Negroes' Manner of marrying ; the Bride brings no Forliine, 
and the Bridegroom but a % cry fmall one ; Wedding-Charges very eefy y how many 
Wives they have ; what Work they do, and the Idlenefs of the Men ; Merchants’ Wives 
live the beji; fomc drive a Trade with their Wives ; the particular Subtlety of the 
Women ; Fines for lying with another Man’s Wife, and how the Caufe is tried. — Mar¬ 
ried People have no mutual Propriety in Money or Goods, nor docs the one inherit any 
Fffedls of the other, nor do the Children inherit their Parents’ Goods. — How the Right 
of Inheritance devolves.—Adidtcry is feverely punijhed in the in-land Oountry, each 
Perfon there being chiefy his own Judge ; Wives not permitted to puffs their Hufands 
for Adultery; fruitful Women honoured and rcfpedled ; ridiculous Ceremonies on a young 
proman’s being with Child the frf time ; what Name they give their Children ; won¬ 
derful Separation of the Women of Ante when they have home ten Children ; mctiftruous» 
Women unclean. — Circumcifon ttfual amongst them; a Conjecture from whence they 
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derived ihat Cujiom ; of the unmarried; early Marriages ; ivhy Women remain hngejl 
unmarried; Multitude of Women; common Prqftitutes initiated to Trade; hmo highly 
they are valued, if found; unmarried Women are Whores, though not called fo; a 
Defeription of the common Whores of Ardra. 

.Sm, 

MY former treated of wars and the arts of deftruftion, and in this I fliall touch upon 
a fubjeft which fupplies the devaftations the other makes ; that is, I fhall inform you in 
the firft place how the marriages go here, and of every thing naturally falling under 
that head. Marriage here is not overloaded with ceremor’es, nor have they any notion 
of a previous courtfliip to bring on a match ; here are :io tedious difputes on account 
of marriage-fettlcments, but If*a Negro fixes his eye upon a young woman (virgin I 
fcarcely dare fay), ncthing is more requifite than to apply to her father, mother or near- 
eft relations, and alk her of them, who very fcldom deny a requeft of that reafonable 
nature, if it be but the leaft agreeable only to the daughter. 

If the young woman is marriageable, he takes her home with him, but if yet too 
young, he leaves her Ibme time with her parents, which fome arc not very willing to, 
for reafons hereafter to be told. The bride brings no other fortune than her body, 
nor does the man want much ; it is fufficient if he has enough to defray the expi-nce 
of the wedding-day, which confifts of a little gold, wine, brandy, a flieep for the rela¬ 
tions, and new deaths for the bride, which are proportioned to the circumftances of 
the bridegroom, who keeps a very exaft account of every thing he beftow’s on the 
bride or her friends, that ii llie ever comes to be fo far dilgulled at him as to leave 
him, he may demand all again, which fhe or her friends muft pay to the utmoft exad;*- 
nefs, together with the wedding charges. But if he puts her away, the account is 
I'ettled, and he has no pretence to demand any thing of her or her relations, unlefs he 
produce very good reafons W'hy he left her : in which cafe the mentioned difburfem«£tds 
niuft be refunded. ^ 

I’hc wedding-day h not accompanied with fcafting and jollity; the bride is fome- 
what extraordinarily dreffed for feveral days fucceflively with fine cloaths, gold and 
other ornaments, which are frequently borrowed or hired on thefe occaiions; not 
unlike thofe in Holbnd, who, to render their funeral feafts the more fplendid, adorn 
themfelves with other’s feathers. Each man.marries as many wives as he plcafes or is 
confiftent with his circumftances, though they feldom exceed twenty, but are com¬ 
monly contented with a number betwixt three and ten, and thofe who would appear 
very great, complete the mentioned number of twenty. Moll of thefe wives are obliged 
to till the ground, plant Milhio or Jummes, or otherwife work for their hufbands, and 
to take care that he finds fomething to eat when he comes hoirse 5 the bell of which is, 
that they can very cheaply fatisfy hitn : whilft the man only idly fpenJs his time in im¬ 
pertinent tattling (the women’s bufinefs in our country) and drinking of palm-wine, 
which the poor wives are frequently obliged to raife mi.)ney to pay for, and by their 
hard labour maintain and faiisiy thefe lazy wvctches their greedy ihirft after wine. 
Though others are not quite fo beaftly, particularly the traders in palm-wine, and fiflier- 
men; the former of which fell palm-wine, and the latter either go out to fifli, or 
hire themfelves to us to row according as opportunity ollbrs ; and tiiefe keep houfe the 
moft peaceably and pafs the moft repu'ably through the world. 

i hofe who are rich, have two wives perpetually exempted from labour ; the firft of 
which is the oldeft and principal wife, here called La Mulicre Grande, or the chief 
woman j to whom the houfe-keeping and command over all the reft is entrufted. The 
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fj^ond is (he ^ho is confecrated to his god,“ and thence called BofTum, of whom he is 
jealous, and fo much enraged if any ipan kifles her, that if he could do it privately, 
he would fo feverely punifli her that (he would not be able to ferve him fo again ; - but 
as for the remainder of his wives, he doth not watch them fo narrowly, efpecially if he 
can get any money by them. 

Thefe BolTums are Haves, bought with defign to be confecrated to their god, and 
therefore generally none of the mofl: difagreeable. With thefe they lie on their birth¬ 
day or night, and that day of the week dedicated to their god ; it is on this account 
that they efteem their fortune better than that of other women. 

The principal merchants' or traders’ wives are the happicft, bccaufe not obliged to 
much labour out of the houfe, and they are well provided for by their hufbands. 

Several Negroes are fo brutal that they marry many Wives only to get a good living 
by them, and to wear gilt horns. Thefe give their wives full 'Ordcr to entice other 
men to lie with them; which done, thefe fhe-brutes immediately tell their hufband, 
who knows very well how to fleece the amorous fpark. It is inexprelTibie wdiat fub- 
tleties th«fe Phtedras ufe to draw men, but efpecially ftrangers, into the net; to thofe 
they will pretend they have no hulband, and are yet unmarried and free. 

Others, whofe admirers very well know they are married, the better to allure them 
to their embraces, will promife, and if required, fwear eternal fecrecy ; but mofl: of 
them keep their words like women, and are fure not to tell their hulband befqre they 
fee him ;^and indeed it would fall very hard upon them if their hulliand came to the 
knowledge thereof by any other means, which is feme excufe for their difclofing their 
lover; it being highly reafonable and a natural law, that a woman (hould further 
the Intereft of her hulband; fmee by this means they avoid the danger of punilhment, 
which they ought to expe£l: from their hufbands for concealment. 

The fine for lying with another man's wife among!! the common people is about 
four, fijiig or fix pounds fterling; but the rich mull bleed a greater fum, efpecially if 
he has lain with a confiderable man’s wife j on which occafion it colts a hundred 
pounds or two. 

Thefe caufes are very accurately pleaded and defended before the courts of judicature. 
I, during my refidence, afted the part of a chief judge on this occafion above one 
hundred times. You know that to deny is the firll rule in law, and the Negroes are 
fo well (killed in this, that they commonly deny the accufation the lirlt thing they do, 
and oblige their accufers to confirm it by evidence, which the woman being molt capa¬ 
ble of, is obliged to appear in full alTembly, and difplay the whole adion in its molt 
natural broad terms and colours, with all its attending circumllances of time, place, 
how the criminal deported himfelf, and what he gave her,: in a word, without forget¬ 
ting the leaft particular. What think you, fir, is not this a rare trial, and very proper 
for the ears of thofe old gentlemen of which this affembly or court is compofed ? Efpe¬ 
cially confidering that befides all this, fometimes the accufed urges in his defence, that 
it is true that he was indeed juft ready to perpetrate the charged crime, but timely thinking 
of the confequences, withdrew without'reducing his intentions into action. In anfwer 
to which, the lady is obliged to declare all particulars, and to give all polllble proofs 
of his completing tho fad, infomuch that both flick fo clofe to their allertion, which 
they back with fo much probability, that the old men are perplexed what fentence to 
give without putting the man to his oath, and if he forfwears it, he is clear j but if 
he refufes that, fentence palTes againft him, fince on thefe occafions there are not many 
witneflfes. 
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Married people here have no community of goods, but each hath his or her pard* 
cular propriety ; the man and his wife generally adjuft the matter together, fo that they 
are to bear the charge of houfe-keeping, while the cloathing of the whole family is at 
his foie exppnce. 

On the death of either the man or the wife, the refpeftive relations come and, 
immediately fweep away all, not leaving the widow or widower the leall part thereof, 
though they are frequently obliged to help to pay the funeral charges. 

Some Negroes, befides wives, have alfo their concubines, which they feveral times pre¬ 
fer before their wives, and take more care of them ; but their children are deemed illegi¬ 
timate, and are not reckoned amongft the relations. . * 

If a Negro has a child by his Have, whether married to her or not, his heir wiH look 
upon it and keep i*^ only as a* have, on which account thofe who love their fiaves will 
take care to make their children free with the ufual ceremonies before they die: after 
which they are in every particular treated as free perfons. 

The children they have by their wives are indeed legitimate, but all along the Gold 
Coalt never inherit their parents’ effeds, except at Acra only. The eldef^fon, fup- 
pofmg the father a king or a captain of a town, fuccecds him in his office only ; but 
beiidcs his father’s Ihield and labre, he has nothing more to pretend to ; fo that it is 
here no manner of advantage to be defeended from rich parents, unlefs (which feldom 
happens) paternal love obliges them to bellow fomewhat on their children in their life¬ 
time, which mull be very privately done, otherwife the relations, after their father’s 
death, will oblige the children to return it to the utmoft farthing. 

The right of inheritance is very oddly adjufted ; and as far as I could obferve, the 
brothers and filler’s children are the right and lawful heirs, in the following manner. 
’I’hcy do not jointly inherit, but the eldcft fon of his mother is heir to his mother’s 
brother or his fon, as the cldell daughter is heirefs of her mother’s filler or her 
daughter: neither the father himfelf, or’his relations, as brothers, fillers, &c. jjai^Sliy 
claim to the goods of the defunft, foi what reafon they cannot tell: but I am of opi¬ 
nion that this culloai was introduced on account of the whoredom of the women, 
herein following the cultom of foine Eall Indian Kings, who (as authors fay) educate 
their filters’ fon as their own, and appoint him to fucceed in the throne, becaufe.they 
are more fiire that their filters’ fon is of their blood than they can be of their own ; 
for being obliged to trull a woman no way related to them, if Ihe commit adultery, the 
child may be entirely elhanged from their blood. 

In deficiency of the mentioned heirs, the brothers or fillers take place; but if none 
of tliem arc in being, then the nearcll relation to the mother of the defundl comes in. 
But their account of this lubjeft is fo perplexed and obfeure, that hitherto no Euro¬ 
pean has been able to obtain a clear delcription of it, as I am certain they never will; 
notwithllanding that the Negroes arc fo accurately pcri'eil in it, that they never com¬ 
mit any error on this head: not but that great difputcs arife fometinies amongll them 
on this occafion; but thefe are never owing to their ignorance who is the heir; but 
happen from the next heir’s being too potent in*men and arms, and therefore llretching 
beyond the due bounds of inheritance. 

I have already told you how many wives the Negroes marry; and herein they place 
the greatcll glory and grandeur, as their riches confill in the infiltitude of Haves, 
though they frequently conduce to their ruin, becaufe every man is obliged to make 
good the injury which his Have does ; if he is guilty of theft or adultery, his mailer is 
obliged to pay the fine impofed for his crime. 
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The Negroes are alfo rcfponfible for their fons, nephews/and other relations; though 
in feis cafe the relations help each other by a mutual contribution, each giving fome- 
thing towards it according to his circumftances; which, if he Ihould not do, the criminal 
would be condemned to death or flavery. 

, Having at large defcribed the marriages of the Coaft Negroes, let us fee how the 
in-land Negroes behave themfelves in their marriage-ftate, and what puniihment they 
inflift on adultery; fince freed from any fubjeftion to the Europeans, they are more 
fevere on this occafion. 

He who debauches a Negro’s wife here, is not only generally entirely ruined, but 
his relations often fuffcr with him : for if tlie injured perfon be a rich and great man, 
he is not contented with ruining the malefaftor only, but will not be qui('t till he hath 
removed him out of the way. If the guilty perfon is a *flave, his death is undeniably 
determined, and that in the moft cruel manner that can be devifed, befides a tine laid 
upon his mafter; and the men here detefting the foregoing fordid manner of trading 
with their wives ufual on the Coaft, a woman caught in adultery is alfo in great danger 
of her lihk unlefs her relations pacify the enraged huftiand with a large furn of money. 
But Ihe wmo lies with her hufband’s Have is infallibly condemned to death, as well 
as the flave her paramour : befides all which, her relations are obliged to pay a furn to 
her liufband. 

Every confulerable Negro is in this cafe for the moft part his own judge ; and is he 
too weak alone to avenge himfelf, he. calls his friends to his afliftance, who readily 
lend him their helping-hand, each being fure to get foraething of the compenfation 
which occurs. 

Thefe Negroes are richer than thofe who live amongft us; and therefore a perfon 
guilty of this crime is punifhed with utmoft i'everiry. I have heard of fines amounting 
to above five thoufand pounds ftcrling paid on account of adultery. Befides Acra, 
Aj^am,' ajjd Coromantyn, there are very few filaces on the Gold Coaft where I have 
not lived, and 1 do not remember in any of them ever to have met with a Negro who 
was polfefled of fo large a fortune ; or with any King but what, after having fold all he 
had in the world to raife fuch a 1‘um, would find himfelf not able to do it: but when 
I talk at this rate, I would except the King of Aquamlioe, and according to report 
alfo him of Acron; which two being joined, pofi’el's more gold than all the reft 
together. 

It is undeniable that jealoufy is always accompanied with love; thefe two pafiions 
being fo infeparable, that though they produce coiurary effedts, yet they feem in reality 
but the fame thing. But however jealous the Black wmmen are of their hiiftiands, yet 
they have no Citisfadlion to pretend to, if their hufbands, by diverting themfelves with 
other women, rob them of their right; their only remedy is to wean him from this 
vice, by agreeable, foft and tender means; for none of them, bcTidcs his chief w'ife, 
dare pretend to chide him for it: flic, indeed, when opportunity offers, will charge 
him fevercly on that account, and threaten him that if he purfues that courfe flie will 
leave him : but this muft be when the'^man is in a good humour, otherwife he won’t 
take it very well. 

Before I advance any farther, I ought to inform you, that all I impart to you con¬ 
cerning the in-land 'Negroes, is not the rcfult of iny own ol)fervation, I never having 
been at thofe places; but is only colledbed from the relation of the Negroes that come 
from thence : but they are fuch people, that in this and other things 1 dare aflure myfelf 
of the truth of what they fay. However I do not hand it to you as my own. 
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Each wife is fure to do her beft to pieafe and charm her hulband, in order to be 
preferred above the reft in his love. ♦ 

The wife, who is fo fortunate as to be big with child, is very much refpefted by her 
huiband, and waited on ; befides which, if it is the firft time, rich offerings are made 
to the falfe-god, to obtain her fafe delivery. The ceremonies ufed on occafion of a, 
woman’s being big with the firft child, are very foolifii and ridiculous. As foon as 
they find tliemfelves pregnant, they are brought to the fea-fliore in order to be waftied; 
though before ftie can get thither, flte is followed by a great number of boys and girls, 
who fling all manner of dung and filth at her in her way to the fea, where llie is ducked 
and wafhed clean. Why this is done I cannot tell, u ilefs it be becaufe they vainly 
believe that if it is omitted the mother, the child, or feme of the relations, w"] cer¬ 
tainly die loon aftci. 

As foon as the child is born, and the prieft has confecrated it, if above the common 
rank, it hath three names beftowed on it (though always called by one) ; the firft is 
that of the day of the week on which it is born ; the next, if a fon, is his grand¬ 
father’s ; if a girl, her grandmother’s name; though this is not ftridly oj^ferved by 
the Negroes, fume of them giving their own, or the names of feme of their relations 
to their cliildren : after which, their names increafe with tlicir years: hits any perfon 
behaved himlelf valiantly in the war, he obtains a name derived from thence, as he 
doth by killing a chieftain of the enemies: does he kill a wild ravenous beaft, he gets 
a new name by it. But it would be a day’s work to recite all their names, and the occa- 
fions of them ; it is fufficient to tell you, that the number given to feme men amounts 
to twenty ; the chief of which, and by which he is moft honoured, is that given him 
when they are drinking palm-wine together in the market-place. The common name 
by which they are called, is one of thofe given them at their birth. Some are called 
after the number of children that their mother has borne, as the eighth, the ninth, or 
tenth child ; but this is only w'hen the Vnother has borne above fix or feven cljiidiren. 

In the country of Ante, if a w'oniau has borne ten children, fhe is obliged to be 
feparaled from her aulhand, and live in a folitary hut, remote from all the reft of man¬ 
kind, for the fpace of a whole year, where fhe is carefully furniified with all necef- 
faries of life ; after the expiration of this term, and the performance of all cuftomary 
ceremonies, ftie returns to her huiband, and lives with him as before: this is a cuftom 
fo jiarticular, that I do not know any nation befides where it is in ufe ; and why it is 
prartifed here I am alfo ignorant, unlefs it be grounded on feme fuperftitious opinion, 
that it will defend them from feme evil. 

When the cuftotn of women is upon the female fex, they are not only efteemed un¬ 
clean, and feparated from their huiband, but they are not fuffered to^go into another 
man’s houi'e, at leall to lodge, and are confcquently obliged to remain in a finall hut 
near their father’s or hufbaiid’s Iioufe. 

The children are not circumcifed any where on the Gold Coaft, but at Acra. But 
whence the cuftom of holding women unclean, and circumcifing the children, fhould 
be derived from, I own 1 cannot tell; to carrj^ it up as high as the Judaic times, feems 
to me too far ; though fcveral Europeans favour this affertion, urging, that the Negroes 
ftill retain fcveral laws and cuftoms which favour of Judaifm, as that laft mentioned, 
the honouring of the moon at the time when the Jews bqgin their feftival, the marrying 
of their brother’s wife, and fcveral more, which feem the fame in effeft, as well as 
the names, of which here are feveral which occur in the Old Teftament, But all this 
cannot, in the leaft, incline me to their opinion; I fhould be more tafily perfuaded 
that they had all thefe from the Mahometans, whofe religion is a mere rhapfody of 
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"Chriftianity, Judsufm, and Heathenifm; which, extending itfelf fjcditt one*country to 
another, might probably reach hither : this conjeSure being confiderably ftrengthened 
from the natives of Adra and Fida, their being cuftomed to trade feveral hundred miles 
in-land, till they come to the Barbary coaft, and not improbably to the Moors country. 
Which being granted, it is not unnatural to I'uppofe they may have learned and brought 
'nome-fome fragments of their religion. 

But to return to our fubje«El:, Several of each fex here live unmarried, at leafl for 
fome time, though comtnonly the number of fingle women exceeds that of Angle men, 
and that for realons hereafter to be told; and yet very few Negroes die, unlefs it be 
very young, unmarried. The men marry as foon as they can raife money to defray 
the wedding charges, which, being fo very inconfiderable among the common people, 
they get a wife very foon. The children of the chief or* rich people, whole relations 
are inclined to it, and w'ant no money, are frequently married before they become ac¬ 
quainted with the diftinftion of I'cxcs : further, feveral families, willing to be more 
nearly allied, interchangeably marry their children as foon as they are born, without 
any other ceremony than the agreement of parents on both fides. 

The reafons why the women here continue longeR unmarried, is, firll, becaufe that 
they live a more free life than when married, being now at perfecl liberty to admit the 
embraces of any or feveral men, if they pleafe. Thefc fort of women generally marry 
amongft common people, and feldom content themfelves with their hulbands alone. 

The fecond reafon is, the vaft multitude of women; their number much exceeds 
that of the' men, which obliges them to flay till they are alkcd. Though this long 
waiting becomes lefs irkfome, becaufe it is no manner of fcandal to Hay their appetites 
as often as they think fit; nor are they therefore rudely accounted whores ; but on tjic 
contrary, are always thought as fitting to be thofe for wives as any other j and accord¬ 
ingly, in their turn, get hufl>ands as well as the reft. 

Inr4h" countries of Egnira, Abocroe, Ancobef, Axim, Ante, and Adorn, are feveral 
women \^o never marry, and who only are called whores, being regularly initiated in 
that trade, and fet apart for it. 

Each of the above-mentioned towns has two or three of thefe miferable wretches, 
according to their largenefs. The money that they get they bring to their mailers, 
w'ho return them fo much out of it as is neceffary to fubfill them in cloaths and 
nccefTaries. 

I'hefe women arc very miferable, when they have caught any venereal infeflion, 
from which they fcldoru cfcape long free ; for pioftituting thenilelves as well to the 
unfound as found, they are in continual danger j and being once feized by that dif- 
temper it mull take its courfc j for it feldom happens that any-body is touched with 
any concern for her, not fo much as her own mailer, to whom fhe belongs ; for as 
loon as the gain begins to ceafe, they withdraw their hands, and never fo much as 
take tlie loaft care of her ; and thus thefe unhappy creatures come to a miferable end. 

But as long as they are found, and in their flower, they are in very great efleein : 
and it is impoflible to alilicl a land or towli more fenfibly than by (jazing thofe creatures. 
For example, if our factor at Axim have any difpute with his fubordinate Negroes, no 
way will more efleftually bring them to reafon than by taking one of thefe whores 
into cullociy, and confining her in the fort; for as foon as this news reaches the Man- 
ceros ears, they go with flying fails to the Caboceros, and earnelliy defire them to 
give the laftor favisfacUon, that they may have her fet at liberty again ; urging as a 
reafon why t\vey requcll it in fuch a prefling manner, that during their imprifonmept 
thofe men who havciao wives will be put to the utmoft neceflity tor a woman, ^df be 
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prompted to run tftife ^biiiger of lying with men’s wives. This I can allure you of liiiif'. 
truth of by my own experiettte, having had more than one proof of it; for at ortfe 
time fecuring five or fix C^aboceros, and at the other two or three whores, I found ’ 
hardly any-body befides their o ^n relations concerned for the former; but on account 
of the other, the whole village came upon their knees; and every-body, though hi- 
had no particular intereft in it, was very much concerned for their liberty. 

The countries of Commany, Elmina, Fetu, Saboe, Fantyn, &c. have none of thefe 
whores, and yet there is no want of unmarried women, and they without any diftinct 
tion, than that of being too young, are almolt all whor .s, though they indeed do not 
bear that name. ; 

In Fida and the country about it, and in all the land of Fida, is a very gi at plenty 
of thefe whores, and at a cheaper price than on the Gold Coali. In Fida I have feen 
a vail multitude of liuts, not above ten foot long and fix broad, placed near the great 
roads throughout the whole country, in which thofe women are obliged to ply at their 
appointed days in the week. It is cuftomary for fome of the moft confiderable and 
rich Negro ladies, when lying upon their death-bed, to bay fome of thefe foreign fe¬ 
male Haves, and make a prefent of them to the public; which thefe tender-hearted 
gentlewomen take for a great work of mercy and charity, as fome people in Europe do 
the buying mafles for the fouls in purgatory. 

Thus I have detained you a tedious while on the marriages of the Negroes, and 
expofed to your view all our venereal warehoufes, and all their contained fiores. 


LETTER XIII.— How the Hcgrocs deport thcmfclvcs to the ftek ; they do not depend 
on medicinal Remedies alone,, but make Ofi'erings to their Gods on accoimt of the fick ; 
ivhat thefe conftji of; their Gratitude /'■ iPhyficians, which they frequently ebang/ff^nd 
renew their (^'erings. — The Slaves alfo make Offerings for their European Majiers, 
and the Mulatto Women for their Hufbands ; which is Hkewife appro^.-cd byfome Euro¬ 
peans ; their ufual Remedies, which, though they feem contradidlory to the Ends for 
which they are adminijiered, yet frequently fuccecd. — The great Efficacy of green Ve¬ 
getables in Difeafes, and even in Wounds. — The Enquiry after the Caufe of any Fer- 
fon*s Death ; their Quc/liotis put to the dead, and their falfe God, with the Refponfes ; 
an Accident on that account which befel one of the Author*s Servants. — The Affertion 
offome who affirm that the Negroes afk Advice of the Devil, confided; and a Relation 
how their Quejlions to the Dead are managed. — I'he /having of the Women on occafion 
of the Death of tlseir Htdbands ; cleanftng the dead Body. — A Deferiffion of their 
Manner of burying the Dead; pompous Funerals of*the principal People. — How they 
preferve the Corpfe from rotting feveral Months aboee Ground. — Living Men facri- 
ficed for the Dead; the Cruelty attending that Cufiom, as the Author himfelf has 
obferved, — Their building of a Hut on the Grave; and the Opinion of fome Writers 
; on that fttbjebl contradicted. — The funeral Ceremonies renewed one Tear after the 
Deceafe. —- The Negroes very difrous- to be buried in their awn Country, or at leaf 
' that their Bones may be brought thither; and how that is managed. 

Sill, 

• THE letters which I have fent you fince thofe you have already received of mine, 
ate five in number: treating of, ill, The infalubrity of this country, srd wherein 
it confifts., ad. Concerning the nature of the inhabitants at large, ad. Of their 
religion! .4th, Of their government, wars, power of their Kings: which is Allowed 1 
VOL. xvr. ' 31 .by 
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kyth# fifth and taft, treating of their marriages, &c. I hopie^'you have"recdvsd J^me 
Ibf them before now, and that the remainder will follow^in due time: but for fear any 
Ihould unhappily mifcarry, I herewith fend you the copies of them. 

Death being the period of all human affairs, I (hall conclude my defeription of thefe 
nations with a fliort difeuffion of that fubjefl:, after which you will not be troubled with 
any more than three letters from me ; one, concerning the wild and tame quadrupeds 
of this country ; the fecond, of the fowls, infefts and filhes ; and the laft, of vegetables: 
unlefs I can think of any other thing, and then you may be fure not to fail of it. 

But to return to our defign. Let us examine what cuftoms are ufual amongff the 
Negroes on occafion of ficknefs, death and burying. 

Any Negro falling fick here is diligently enough attended, in proportion to his cir- 
cumftances: for, as I have formerly hinted, they are all very much afraid of death; 
in which they are not much in the wrong, confidering that but once to die, is for ever 
to be buried in oblivion. Aftuated by this principle, they leave no means uneffayed 
which may contribute to the extending«.the thread of life to as great a length as pollible: 
and had they the fame notion of the three fatal fillers as the antient Greeks, I doubt 
not but thefe would have been the goddeffes to which the greateft part of their offer¬ 
ings would have been diredled. 

In ficknefs (in which they agree with all the reft of the world), they firft have 
recourfe to remedies ; however, not thinking them fufficieut alone to preferve life and 
rellord health, they apply their falfe and fuperliitious religious worlliip, as more effectual 
to thofe ends ; and what contributes to the promotion of this cuftom, is, that he who here 
afls the part of a doSor, is alfo a Fericheer or priell, who confcquently does not find 
it very difficult to perfuade the patient’s relations that hi; cannot be recovered without 
fome offerings made to the falfe god in order to appeafe him ; and tliey being llrongly 
hc-nt to fuperftition, and immediately ready to follow the priell’s advice, accordingly 
defir^ him to enquire of their god what he would pleafe to have. The prieft. to be lure 
is not negligent in this affair, where the profit accrues to him, but as foon as pollible 
puts his cheats in pradlice; and after his pretended enquiry, he informs them that they 
muft ofler a Iheep, hog, cock, dog, cat, or whatever he likes bell; which fometimes 
may be gold, cloth, drink, and other fuch like good things befidee, which are always 
proportioned to the ability of the perfon to be ferved ; for that alters the nieafure of 
thefe cheats, who always confider whether the man be in condition to bear this charge ; 
and herein they are indeed to be preferred to fome Romilh priefts, whofe undiftinguilh- 
ing exorbitant price of foul-maffes ruins feveral families. 

Whatever the prieft requires, the Negroes freely part with; and he knows to what 
ufe to puf it. If the patient fl»rtly after yecovers, either by virtue of nature’s kindly 
affiftance, or the efficacy of the medicines adminiftered, the prieft or doftor is fure 
not to remain unrewarded j for whatever Mr. William Godfchalk-van-Fokkenbrog may 
pretend, that when cured, the fight of the doftor and the devil are equally welcome to 
them ; they on the contrary are very, far from ingratitude on thefe occafions. 

And indeed his fenfe, turned quite contrary, is rather true of them, they being ho- 
fooner recovered, but they extol their phyfician up to the heavens. 

But does the^difeafe increafe, and'the patient grow worfe, frefli offerings are inade,- 
which are more expenfive than the former; fo that thefe continue till the patient is 
reftored to his prifttne health) or dies. > 

It fr^umly happens that one phyfician is difeharged-with a good reward, and asothcr 
call^ in his ftead, who begins a»new, and knows very well bow to make bis advantage 
ef hiffi padent’s misfortune. 

His 
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I|is firft bufiaefS, ,jpft like the phjficians in Europe, is to condemn his predecpffor's 
method, and decry him as an ignorant pretender; upon which new and very expenfi\tj^ 
oflerings are to be ntade ; for mis new comer, fearing the fate of him in whofe place he 
came, endeavours to make as great advantage as is pollible in his time; to this end he 
makes ufe of fuch cunning frauds, that our Europeans, though bad enough, would be 
put out of countenance by them. But pray, fir, do not take this to be aimed at you j 
no, it cannot touch the honeft phyfician, and fuch I take you for. 

This change of phyficians fometimes happens twenty times or more fucceiSvely, and 
at a continual and greater charge than with us ; the Neg'^oes are fo ftrangely bigotted 
to thefe ofterings, that they feveral times force'the priefl- to make them. 

The boys, which are cither flaves or fervants to the Europeans, if they thiftk tney 
have a good mailer, will, as foon as he is feized by the leaft indifpofition, without his 
knowledge, go to the pnells to make offerings for him that he may reco\er his health; 
and accordingly we have found upon the beds or in the chambers of fome of our prin¬ 
cipal people, fome things confecrated or charm'" d by the pried, laid there on purpofe 
to defend their mailer from death; and becaufe they know we are always difplcafed at 
it, they always do it in private, and conceal it fo well, that it is impollible for us to 
difeover it before the perfon is dead, and they have had no time to remove it. 

I'he Mulatto women (of wliom I have formerly faid fomething), who would fain pafs 
for ChrilUans, than which they are nothing lefs, are extravagantly addifted to this 
fuperllition; if one of tliem is married to, or kept by an European, who loves find pays 
her well; if he falls fick, llie never fails to make rich offerings to the pried, with much 
warmer zeal and dronger reliance on the fuccefs of them than the Negroes themfelves: 
but what is mod deplorable and detedable, is, that here are even fome Europeans, who 
not only think favourably of, and believe this idolatrous worlhip effectual, but indi¬ 
gate their fervants to it; and are likewife grow n very fond of wearing fome trifles 
about their bodies, which are confecrate?' or conjured by tiic pried. 

The chief medicaments here in ufe, are fird and more efpecially lemon or lime-juice, 
Malaget, otherwife called the grains of Paradife, or the Cardamom, the roots, branches, 
and gums of trees, about thirty feveral forts of green herbs, which are impregnated 
with an extraordinary fanative virtue. 

The remedies ufed here frequently feem pernicious in the cafe wherein they are given, 
and yet are found very fuccefsful, as an indance of which, pleafe to take one of the 
mod common medicaments. 

In cafe of a violent cholic, they give to drink morning and evening for feveral days 
fuccellively a good calabalh of lime-juice and Malaget mixed, and in other difeafes full 
as contradidlory ingredients. But this is out of my province to talk oi ^hefe things: 
wherefore I lhall ratner leave it to you and others, better judges than myfelf; and only . 
add, that how contradidory and improper foeyer thefe medicines may feem, yet I have 
feen feveral of our countrymen cured by them, when our own phyficians were at a 
lofs what to do. 

The green herbs, the principal remedy in Ve amongd the Negroes, are of fuch 
wonderful efficacy, that it is much to be deplored that no European phyfician,has 
yet applied himfeU' to the difeovery of their nature and virtue; for I do not only ima¬ 
gine, but firmly believe, that they would prove more fucctfful'm the praffice of 
phyfic than the European preparations, efpecially in this country, becaufe before they 
reach us they have loft all their yiriwe* and are raoftly corrupted: befides which, our 
conilitution is in fome meafure.char^ged her? by the climate; and therefore this epuntry- 
• remedies, in all probability, are better for our bodies than the European. 

3 1 a Thofe 
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Thofe who are to come to this country, may, if they plealfe, endeavour to ex{^re 
thefe plants j for my part 1 fliali here take my leave of tliem, with only informing 
you, the better to‘evince the ftrange efficacy of thefe herbs, that I have feveral times 
obferved the Negroes cure fuch great and dangerous wounds with them, that I have 
flood amazed thereat. 

After all the above-mentioned methods have been tried and prove ineffeftual, and 
the patient expires, this furnifhes his relations with frefh bufinefs; they are now to 
enquire into his death, or why he would die: for though it is probable and apparent 
that he died a natural death, occafioned cither by ficknefs, extreme old age, wounds, 
or fome mortal diftemper, this will not fatisfy them in the lead ; it muft certainly pro¬ 
ceed from fome other caufe, according to the proverb, “ Death is never wathout a 
caufewhich is no-wherc in the world better believetl than here. Immediately the 
prieft and the relations muft enquire whether the deceafed was ever perjured in his 
life; if he was, they believe they have difcovered the caufe of his death, which was a 
punifhment to the perjury : but if he be found innocent of this, the next inqueft to be 
nfede is, whether he had any powerful enemies, who may have laid Fetiches in his 
way, which might occafion his death (thefe Fetiches I have before defcribedJ, upon 
which fometimes fome of his enemies ire attacked and examined very clofely ; and if 
he has been accuftomed to fuch pradices, though never fo long pad, he will hardly 
come off with a whole fkin. 

I cannot here pafs by what happened to myfelf eight years pad, when I was at 
Axim ; I was advifed, in order to the advancement of the Company’s trade, to fend a 
melTenger to the King of Dinkira; in purfuance of which, I font one of my fervants 
with a handfome prefent to him, who received him and the prefent very civilly, and was 
very well pleafed with both. The Brandenburghers had alfo fent one of their young 
meQ^ith a prefent to him at the fame time;, whom this King received, as well as his 
preferit^ with very great marks of friendlliip, he defiring to live in a good underftand- 
iiig with the Europeans. Both thefe fervants waited at this prince’s court, expelling 
that he by the firft convenience ftiould difpatch them both to their mafters; but after 
refiding there in expeftation about fix weeks in vain, he died : which accident expofed 
their lives to the utmoft danger ; for the relations of the deceafed, ridiculoufly fuppof- 
ing they had occafioned his death, feized and bound them; after which they made 
enquiry by their priefts whether the prefents they brought were not poifoned or con¬ 
jured : but thefe cheats were at this time fo honed, that in appearance, according to 
their religious rites, they pronounced them innocent and declared them free; upon 
which they were immediately releafed, and delivered from their dreaded death, and 
afterwards di^atched back to us with prefents. By this you may fee how we fall into 
r^anger here in this country, without the lead reafon to fufpeft or fear it. But now to 
return where I left off. 

If there be no fufpicion of poifon, then enquiry is made if his wives, childr^, aixi 
other perfons about him, and his flay^es, have attended him with due care, or been 
liberal enough in their offerings: but if no deficiency can be here found, and aaife- 
quently the caufe of the perfon’s death is yet undifeovered; then they have redourfe to 
the mod common and lad refuge, which is always at hand 5 the man died becstufe he 
was deficient in the* performance of his religious rites; which we have alrcsady defcribed 
at large. _ 

Then the prieft goes to the dead perfon, and aiks him ivhy he died: if you alk 
ifefponfor, 1 believe that Simtm de Ures, who always brings this devil inj^ a 
bare l^ tho,play, as very freouentlv converfiOcr with men. would £iv. or rath«i|«^, * 

. t^t 
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tlpt he, in the ffiipfe OT the deceafed or their falfe god makes the ani'wer: but If you 
would have my fentiments, I really believe the dead, the dev^ Mid the falfe god, irp 
all three equally dumb, and therefore uncapablc of anfwering: but the true anfweret 
is the roguilh prieft himfelf only; who informs the relations as it beft fuits his interefts, 
that his god and the dead have made fuch anfwers; which to be fure, as before, are 
thofe which agree beft with their ends,. and feem to have the greateft appearance of 
truth. This decifive anfwer of the prieft paffes for unqueftionable truth; and accord¬ 
ing to what he fays they always adjuft their affairs. 

* But now 1 remember, that 1 have found it in a certa\i author, or rather more than 
one, laid down as a pofitive aft'crtion, that the Negroes m doubtful cafes dir^^'y ■’.pply 
themfelvcs to the devil and ;jlk advice of him, governing themfelves accordiilg to iris 
anfwer: but on my own experience, I can affure you that it is utterly Mfe and 
groundlefs; and what is molt commendable in them, is, that they do not defire fuch 
a near acquaintance with the devil; and all their queftions of moment in time of need, 
arc addreffed to their falfe god, or rather iri effeft to their priefts, without ever fo 
much as thinking of the devil or his attendants; much lefs in hidden or doubtful 
cafes do they alk advice of hitn, or oblige themfelves to fquare their affairs to the rule 
of his anfwer. 

The cuftomary queftions to the dead are put in feveral manners: for inftance, fome 
men take the dead body in prefence of the prieft upon their ftioulders; and then it is 
afked, “ Did you not die for fuch a caufe ?” If he did, the men who hold him, 
by I know not what hidden impulfe, are obliged to incline the body towards’the 
querent; wfiich is taken for an affirmative anfwer : otherwife they ftand Hill. 

As foon as the fick perfon is expired, they fet up fuch a difmal crying, lamentation, 
and fqueaking, that the whole toivn is filled with it; by which it is foon publifhed that 
fomebody is lately dead: befides which, the youth of the deceafed’s acquMUtance 
generally pay their laft duty of refped: to him, by firing feveral raufquet-fhot. 

If the deceafed be a man, his wives immediately (have their heads very clofe, and 
fmear their bodies with white earth, and put on an old worn-out garment j thus ad- 
jufted, they run about the ftreet like mad women, or rather Ihe-furies, with their hair 
hanging upon their deaths; withal making a very difmal and lamentable noife, con¬ 
tinually repeating the name of the dead, and reciting the great aftions of his paft life: 
and this confufed tumultuary noife of the women lafts feveral days fucceffively, even 
till the corpfe is buried, ^ 

If a principal man is killed in battle, and his companions have lio opportunity, by 
reafon of the continuance of the war, to fecure, hide, or bury his body (for the funeral 
rites mull be performed in their own country), his wives are then obliged in all that in¬ 
terval, to be in mourning, and a Ihurn head. 

A long time after, perhaps ten or twelve years, as opportunity offers, the funeral 
ceremonies are renewed, with the fame pomp and fplendour as if they had died a few 
dap paft : on which occafion alfo his wives again put on their mourning, cleMife ai^ 
adjuft themfelves as before. 

Whilft the women are lamenting abroad, the neareft relations fit by the corpfe, 
making a difmal noife, walhing and cleanfing themfelves, and fajiher performing 
ufual ccrentonies ; the diftant relations alfo affemble from all places, to be prefoitat 
thefe mourning rites; he that is negligent herein being fure to bleed very freely if he 
elpmot urge lawful reafons for hk tmfence. 

i^e town's people and acquajAtance of the deceafed come aMb to join their lamen- 
tltk^-llftch bringing his prefent of goldj brandy, fine clodii fteeft^ or fomeihiag 

4 elfo; 
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elfe} wHhidh, it Is pretended, is given to. be carried to the grave' the ii^rpfe f atid 
the larger prefent of this nature any perfon nukes, the more it redounds to his honour 
and reputation. 

Duiing this ingrefs and egrefs of all forts ftf people, brandy in the morning and 
*palm-wine in the afternoon are very brilkly filled about; fo that a rich Negro’s 
funeral becomes very chargeable: for after all this, they are richly cloathed when put 
into the colEn; befides which feveral fine deaths, gold Fetiches, high-prized corals, 
(of which I have feveral times fpoken ), Conte de Terra, and feveral other valuable 
things are put into the coffin to him, for his ufe in the other life, they not doubting but 
he may have occafion for them. 

The value and quantity of his coffin furniture is adjufted in proportion to what the 
deceafed left his heir, or perhaps to the heir’s conveniency. All this being over, and 
the relations and friends met together, after two or three days the corpfc is buried; 
before which a parcel of young foldiers go, or rather run, continually loading and dif- 
charging their mufquets, till the deceafed is laid in the ground : a great multitude of 
men and women follow without the leaft order, fome being filent, others crying and 
Arieking as loud as poffible, whiKl others are laughing as loud j fo that all their grid 
is only in appearance. 

As foon as the corpfe is in the ground, every one goes where they pleafe, but mofi 
to the houfe of mourning, to drink and be merry, which lafts for feveral days fuccd- 
fively ; fo-that this part of the mourning looks more like a wedding than a funeral. 

They fometimes keep a King, or a very great perfon, a whole year above ground ; 
and to prevent putrifaftion, they lay the corpfe upon a wooden utenfil, likfe a grid iron, 
w’hich they put over a very gentle clear fire, that by How degrees dries it: others inti r 
their dead privately in their own houfes, though they give out that they preferve the 
corpfgffi the former manner, and that in due tiq;ie they will fee the funeral rites folemiily 
perform&d. The day being come, when the King is to be publicly buried, public notice 
thereof is given, not only to the people of his own nation, but other countries, which 
occafions Inch a vafl; concourfe as is really furprifing, each being curious enough to 
come to fee the funeral folemnities, and it is certainly very well worth while ; fince, on 
this occafion, every-body is as richly habited as poffible, and one may fee more pomp 
and fplendour in one day, than at other times in feveral years. 

In fuch funerals as thefe, feveral flaves of the deceafed are killed and facrificed on 
jhis account, in order to ferve him in the other world ; as are alfo fome of his wives 
and efpecially the Boffums, or thofe which he in his life had dedicated to his falfe god, 
bemg one of his wives, and one of his principal fervants: but what is moft abominable, 
is, that feveral poor wretched men, who, through age or inability, are become inca- 
.pable of labour, are fold on purpofe to be made vidims in thefe accurfed offerings. 

It is a moft deplorable fpcdacle to fee thefe miferable creatures killed in the moft 
barbarous manner in the world; what with liacking, piercing, tormenting, &c. they 
endure a thoufand deaths. ^ 

It was not without the utmoft horror that I faw eleven perfons killed in this manner} 
amongft which there was one, who, after having endured a great deal of exquifite 
torture, was delivered to a child of fix years of age, who was to cot off his head, 
which it was about an hour in doing, not being ftrong enough to wield the fabfe. 

. Thefe human facrifices are in ufe amongft thofe Negroes who are not fully fubjed tp 
. *CW government, and live teiy diftant from our forts j but where we have any au¬ 
thority we do not fuffer them, though they will privately rcipoye to other places, in oMet 
to perpeti:ate this villany. ' ' 

The 
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Tlie Negroes ^erally build a jmall cottage or hut, or elTe plant a little garden of 
rice on the grave, into which they throw feyeral worthlefs goods of the deceafed, BUt 
not houfehold ftuff or other valuable moveables, as authors w:ould have it: there is no 
fuch cuftom at prefent; and, I believ|j| if I can judge of their nature, never was in 
ul'e, unlefs in the days of Methufalem, which is a little too far for either they or m^ 
to look. ' 

At Axim', and other places, they place feveral earthen images on the graves, which 
are waflied one year after the funeral; when they renew the funeral ceremonies in as 
expenfivc a manner as at the interment itfelf. 

The Negroes are ftrangely fond of being buried in tl eir own coimtry; lb that if any 
perfon dies out of it, they frequently bring his corpfe home to be buried, uii.cri. it be 
too far dillant, in which cafe they bury him there j and if he have any friends or ac¬ 
quaintance there, they cut off his head, one arm, and one leg, which they clearife,- 
boil, and carry to his own country, where they are interred with frelh folenmity, aS' 
creditably as fuits with the circumlbmces of the defun^f. 


LT'n'ER XIV. — Defcrlbing the iamc and ivild Quadrupeds ; and firjl the tame, ‘Uiz* 
Bulls, Cows, Sheep, Goats, Horfes, Affes, Hogs, Dogs, Cats, Rats, and Mice: 
after having treated of the Nature of thefe, the Author pajfes to the tame feathered 
Kind, as Hens, Ducks, Turkeys, and Doves: after which he comes to the,wildBeq/is. 
—A complete Defeription of the Elephant, and fome Writers on that Subjefl charged 
with Efrors: of the Buffaloes, Tigers, Wood-hounds or wild Dogs, Caymans, wild 
Boars; feveral Sorts of Harts, Hares, Porcupines, Hedge-hogs, Sluggards, wood or 
wild Rats, Bouiees, Civet-cats, wild Cats, Mujh Mice, Berbes, Squirrels, Kokebees, 
Legnanes, Arompos ; feveral Sorts of Apes, various Kinds of Lizards, Salamanders ; 
and a large Account of the CamcHo/., extracled from Monfieur de Bruyds' Travels ; 

■ vith the Differenc ' betwixt thofe of Africa and thofe of Sniirna, 

Sm, 

PURSUANT to my promife in my laft,. to give you a defeription of the animals of* 
this country, I intend in this to treat of the four-footed beafts and tame birds; the 
inieils and wild fowl being referved to another opportunity. 

Beginning to deferibe the animals of this country, the firft which offer themfelves 
our view amongff the tame kind, are the homed cattle, fuch as the bulls, oxen, cows^ f 
goats, &c. Dinkirka, Afiante, Akim, and' other m-land couiitries, abound with 
great numbers of thefe; but by reafon of the diftant fituation of thefe places, only a- 
few bulls and cows are brought to the coaft : but at Axim, Pocqueldu, Elmina, and 
Aero, great quantities are bred, and more efpecially at or about Acra, becaulethe 
opportunity is there very convenient to bring them from the countries of Aquamboe 
and Lampi. 

In all other places of the Gold Coaft we <inly find bulls and cows, for the Negrties 
are ignorant of the way of gelding bullocks ihto oxen. At Axim thefe cattle have 
indifferent good pafture, and accordingly thrive and fatten very wellj as alfo ambngft 
the Brandenburghers at Poequefou and Acra; but at Elmina^and the dhrcunijacent 
country, they are always dry and lean, and confequently do not prove very delicate. 
This is the only place, by re^on of the Negroes ignorance, where the cows are milked; 
Jhut they yield fuch a quantity of wretched milk, that twenty or thirty are fcarce fufB- 
cient to fupply the diredlor-general'E'table. 


Thefe 
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TTiefe ar6 fo very light and final!, that one of the beft cows, in SR' fuIl growth^^doth 
not weigh above two Iiundred and fifty pounds, though by their bulk they might rea- 
fonably be thought to weigh one half more ; but all animals in this country, whether 
human or irrational, however they may be indi^erent large, yet are very liglit, which 
I am apt to think proceeds from their forry food, which, inftead of a firm, produces 
*only a fpongy, loofe, and tough fleflt; hence all their beef is of an ungrateful tafte : 
notwithftanding all which, about twelve pounds fteriing is commonly given for one of 
thefe beaffs. 

The calves, which might reafonably be expeded to be good, are but very indifferent, 
by reafon of the poor milk they fuck from the cows; fo that both beef and veal prove 
here but very forry meat. 

There are great numbers of fhcep, if I may fo call them, all over the coaft, but 
yet they are very dear. Thefe fort of cattle are maped like ours in Europe, from which 
they differ only in fize, being not above half as big: they have no wool, but that 
want is fupplied with hair; fo that here the world feems inverted, for the Iheep are 
hairy and the men wooly; that excrement in the Negroes being more like wool than 
hair. 

Our mutton here does not bear the leaft fmiilitudc to that of Europe, this' being very 
dry, infomuch that a nice eater will very feidom eat of it, and the common people, 
who are not very good at diftinguifliing tailes, are obliged to forbear it, becaufe 
their purfes will not reach ir. Well, let them be as bad as they will, the price is 
generally about feven or eight and twenty Ihillings fteriing. If any perfon is a great 
lover of mutton, he may improve to a tolerable degree, by gelding a young ram, and 
fattening him with fried barley meal; after which, though he is not comparable to 
European mutton, yet a curious palate may juft bear it. 

Goats are here in innumerable abundance : they differ from thofe in Europe chiefly 
in fhap^being very fmall, but much fatter and'more flefliy than the flieep; for which 
reafon lorhe men prefer them, efpecially the he-goats, wliich, gelt young, in a fliort 
time grow bigger and very fat: the price of a full-grown goat is here about twelve or 
thirteen fhillings Englifli money. 

I cannot omit a ridiculous opinion of the Negroes concerning the goats: they tell us, 
and alfo believe themfelves, that in the beginning of the world there was a certain 
goddefs, who ufed to anoint herfelf with odoriferous ointment and oil; winch the he- 
goats perceiving, applied themfelves to her, defiring that Ihe would picafe to anoint 
them with the fame ointment, which flie feemed to confent to; but, indeed, inftead 
of the odoriferous, delignedly took a box of (linking ointment, with which fhe 
anointed their bodies, whence they fmril fo ftrong to this day. I'he he-goats, knowing 
no better than'that it was the true unguent, were very well plealed with it, and 
their breed continuing in the fame opinion, whenever it rains, fly always to flielter 
themfelves fomewherc, left the water fhould wafh off their delicious feent. What 
think you of this, fir ? Dare you affirm that beafts, in former days, did not fpeak, after 
fuch convincing proof as this ? f 

You muft not expe£l that their horfite fhould be like Sejanus’s horfe, or .lUcxander’s 
Bucephalus: and as their riders have no reafon to fear the accident occafioned by the 
former, fo they mu/l not expedl the courage of the latter. They are fomewhat 
more like the northern horfes in fize, though nothing near fo well lhaped. On the 
Coaft we have none, but there^are great numbers in the in*land country; they are very 
Ul-fh^p$d: their heads and necks, which they always carry downwards, are very like 
thofe of an afs; they go as if they were falling,, and will not ftir forwards, untefs 
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forced'^n byWows^^^lKout which they would move but very flowly : they are fo very 
low, that a taH man^ fitting upon their backs, may very near touch the ground with 
his feet: but I fliall fay no more of them. 

There are aMb afl’es enough here, which are fomewhat higher than the horfes, and, 
in their kind handfomer. We formerly had three or four on the Ihore, but they do 
not live long, for want of good feeding, as I fuppofe. I do not find that the Negroes 
ufe them to carry burthens, but only to ride upon; for which purpofe, indeed, they 
are as good as the horfes here. 

Nor is there any want of hogs in the leaft; but thofebr'‘d by the Negroes, are really 
, worth nothing, the flcHi is fo flaggy and the bacon fo foi l y; but thofe which we fatten 
ourfelves may pafs for tolerable ones, though they -ire not comparable to tlioie of 
Fida ; which, for the delicacy *t>f the tafte and firnmefs of their bacon, are not only as 
good as the European but better: a hog of ninety pounds weight is here fold for about 
three pounds fterling, notwithftanding they are fo indifferent as I have told you. 

To complete our tame quadrup'^ds, I (hall touch upon their dogs, cuts, rats, &c. 

The Negroes are great lovers of dog’s flcflt; hence it is, that thofe who bring a dog 
here may fell him dear enough, the Negroes willingly giving a Ihcep for him, if any 
thing large, and fome will add fomething to-boot, in order to put him into their bark¬ 
ing or dog-fehool; out of which they fell their puppies at the dcarelt rate. They pre¬ 
fer dog’s-nefli for their eating to that of cattle, and accordingly efleem a meal of that 
the belt treat they can take or give. 

In procefs of lime our dogs alter ftrangely here; their ears grow long and fiifT, like 
thofe of foxes, to which colour alfo they incline ; fo that in three or mur years they 
degenerate into very ugly creatures; and in three or four broods their barking turns 
into a howl. 

'Ehe cats are alfo cfleemed ufeful by the Negroes, but I never found that they eat 
them, unlefs forced thereto by neceflity* .r fonie of our Haves, being under ccafine- 
inenr, often kill and eat of them, if they can catch them; but we do not find that 
the cats are fubjeft to change like the dogs; on the contrary, they continue the fame. 

To augment the plagues of this country, it is peftered with fuch prodigious numbers 
of rats and mice, but efpecially of the former, that they are not a little formidable, 
at)d do us no Imall injury, gnawing and Healing all they can come at. 

'i'aking our leave of the quadrupeds, it is now fit we fay fomething of the tame 
fowl, whole fpecies are fo few, that they will not take up much time; they conftfting 
of hens, ducks, turkeys, and pigeons, the two latter being in our ha^ds ; for that the 
Negroes have not any. 

I’he molt common are the cocks and hens, and therefore deferve the firfi place: 
they are in great plenty all over the coaft, in time of peace ; for in war-time, as if thefe 
tinimals were refolved to have no ftiare in the public calamity, there is fcarce any of 
them to be had; and the proverbial advice of our Boors, “ Take care of your hens, 
the foldiers are coming,” feems to be very well followed here ; for, as in time of peace, 
four of them may be bought for about four fliiHings and fixpence j fo in war-time, it 
is w'ell if we can get two for that price. 

At Axim thefe fowls are very fiit and good, though fmall; but about E|mma and 
other places of the Coaft, they are fo dry and clean, and contain fo* little flefh, that a 
good ftoniach would require fomething elfe to make up a meal, after eating three of 
them. 

Next are the ducks, which have been but few years known on this Coaft. I cannot 
,tell from what country they were brought} but they have no manner of affinity vidth 
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thofe of Europe, not indeed are they much like them; being ofH^balf largar^ apd.of 
another colour, commonly white, or black, white and brown raixt. The drakes Itave 
a large red knob on their bills, almoll like the turkeys, only it does not hang fo loofe, 
but firmer, and is very like a cherry; thefe ducks ought to be eaten young, for if they 
are old they are tough and infipid. 

There are no turkeys amongft the Negroes, but a few kept here for the dire&or- 
general; and their flelh is no very great delicacy. 

We have great Aumber of pigeons at fome of our forts, all which are of the comnton 
fpecles of field or wild-doves; which, when young, aff ord thofe who love them a good fort 
of food. 

Thefe are all the tame animals which I find in this country; our next talk is to con- 
fider the wild beafts. 

It is but reafonable that I fhould begin with that wonderful beall the elephant, who 
is endowed with fo many different, good and remarkable qualities, that, to rob him o# 
the firft place among the beafts, is a piece of injuftice. I fliall not recite a great many 
particulars concerning him ; either becaufe I cannot relate them upon my own oblerva- 
tion, or that feveral have done it already : befides which, fome authors have allowed, 
themfelves to tel! us feveral very ftrange and ill-digefted ftories concerning its copula¬ 
tion, pregnancy, bringing forth its young, its age, changing its teeth, and feveral other 
follies; and it is not without reafon that I call them lb. For, as far as I can learn, no man 
in the world ever faw how they engendered, nor can tell how long they go pregnant,, 
in-what feparable places they call their young, or whether they change their teeth or 
not. Thefe are all wild guefles, of which we can get no information by tamed ele¬ 
phants, and, therefore, this knowledge muff; come out of the woods; but how they 
come to converfe fo long with thefe wild beafts there as to obtain fuch an accurate ac¬ 
count of them, I can fcarce believe any-body, except good old Pliny can pretend to it. 
The ftmious writer concerning all forts of books and hiftories, fays, according to my 
beft remembrance, in one of his books, that Pliny has long fiuce been a fabulous 
writer; but that, at prefent, feveral of his relations have been confirmed by the di!'- 
coveries of judicious travellers. 

None, I believe, will deny that Pliny deferibes fome things truly ; but, on the other 
fide, is, beyond contradiftion, wild, groundlefs, and falfe. The fore-mentioned famous 
author has frequently been too 'credulous on account of what he hath heard or read con¬ 
cerning foreign countries, as a great many examples in his works clearly prove; whicli 
is no fniall fault in an author ; for, in my opinion at lealt, it feems inconfiftent with 
a good writer, to lay down as truth all which he can get by hear-fay of other countries, 
for he oughtJfirft to confider, whether the relater of fuch ftrange things ever had a 
good opportunity of being well informed concerning them. But this carries me wide 
from my fubjeft; we fhall let Pliny alone, and return to the elephant, whom we find 
here in Africa to be a beaft of twelve or thirteen foot high, and, conlequently, much 
lefs than thofe in Fall India, fince the writers concerning that country aflure us, that 
its height there amounts to more cubks: befides this difference, they do not differ in 
iheir nature or fliape from thofe in other places. 

Thefe beafts prove very prejudicial to the fruit-trees, efpecblly orange-trees. Bananas, 
and another fort oi' figs; of the laft of which, they eat both fruit and ftenu 

'Ihe Negroes alfo affirm, that the elephants, meeting any people in the woods, never 
offer any violence to them ; but that, if the ffiot levelled at them mifles, they grpw 
very wild. But I have obferved direftly the contrary of one of them in our garden at 
Elsnina the laft year, of which I have enough to relate to fill a whole letter; . whWefore^ 
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I beg'your jKitlcnce’dfe I have difpatched this and^two more, when I intend to entertain 
you with an entire hiftory of our elqphant and tiger-huniing; not doubting but that 
account will afford you fomething uncommon and agreeable : wherefore fufpend|,yQur 
curiofity fo long, and permit me at prefent to recite what the Negroes and others affirm 
on their own knowledge, that they follow men into the water, where they put theth 
into no fmall fright by their purfuit. At Rio de Gabon, four, five, and more ele¬ 
phants have frequently palled by me and my company without offering us any injury, 
but we were not courageous enough to prefent them with a few bullets, though very 
well ftored ; for they are very difficult to be killed, unlef> the ball happens to light be¬ 
twixt the eyes and the ears ; to w'hich end, the bullet - light to be iron alfo. Their 
Ikin is as good proof againft the common mulket lead-balls, as a wall; and if-i.hwy hit 
the mentioned place, become* entirely flat. 

The country here where the greateft number of elephants are found, is chiefly that 
‘ before we come at the Gold Coaft, and is, from the multitude of their teeth which are 
there traded for, properly called the Tooth, or Elephants’ 'I’ooih Gbaft, extending to 
the Gold Coaft, and takes in the country of Awine, Jummore, Equira, Abocroe, 
Ancober, and Axim, feveral elephants being daily killed in the faid places; and the 
wilder and lefs inhabited the lands are, the larger quantity of elephants and wild beafts 
are found. 

Ante alfo doth not want thefe beafts, there being not only in the in-land country 
multitudes of them (hot, but befides that they come daily to the fea-fhore, and fo near 
our forts, that they are in fight of our people, and do a great deal of mifebief. 

In the trail of land betwixt Ante and Acra, there are a few, though not fo many 
as in the former countries, becaufe this place hath long been reafonably well peopled, 
except the country of Fetu, which, for five or fix years part, hath Iain almoft wafte; 
whei efore there is a much larger number of elephants there at prefent than formerly. 

A great part of the country about Ar-a lying wafte and uninhabited, a greit quan¬ 
tity are annually killed here. In the year 1697 , one of an uncommon magnitude was 
killed near Acra, juft by our fortrefs, and no doubt but that he was I’t leaft full-aged, 
his two teeth weighing two hundred and twenty pounds; from which you may infer that 
he was not very light himfelf. 

In Ardra and Fida there are none, though in my time one was there killed, and the 
Negroes affirmed it was what had not happened in ftxty years before ; for which rea- 
fon, I believe he had accidemally ftray'ed from fome other country ; for the in-land 
countries of Benin (which borders on Ardrk), Rio de Calbary, Cameroncs, and feveral 
other adjacent countries, are fo incredibly overcharged with thefe beafts, that it is to 
be admired how the inhabitants live there. 

The vaft numbers of teeth traded for in thefe countries, clearly evince the great 
abundance of elephants here; but whether all thofe are taken from flaughtered 
elephants, or fome of them are found in the woods, or ellewhere, I cannot determine ; 
though I am apt to think that here they come by them both ways; from whence it 
ftiould feem that, as fome tell us, the elephant^ change their teeth; but this is utterly 
contradifted by the great dift'erence betwixt the teeth themfelves, fome of them weigh¬ 
ing one, two, or three pounds, and others progreflively heavy, till they amount to 
above one hundred pounds weight: nor is it in the leaft probable, thpt a folia body, com- 
pofed of fuch hard fubftance as elephants’ teeth, can, in about twenty years’ time, 

f ;row from one to a hundred pounds weight: how this happens to encreafe, I muft own 
jam ignorant. But I have dwelled too lopg on tliis fubjedl; it is now time to take 
leave and turn to a beaft, which, though vaftly different, yet, in Use, refembles tlie 
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elephant moft of any here: I mean the BufFel or Buffalo, whiclT is to be found all 
oter Guinea, but in fuch fmall numbers, that fcarce one is feen in three or four years; 
but fince I fhall have an opportunity to fpeak of a place where they more abound, I 
fhall fay no more of him at prefent, than that their flefh is very good meat, and leave 
the reft to that opportunity. ' 

Tigers, not very unlike the Buffaloes in fize, though they very much differ in favage 
fiercenefs, arc here incredibly numerous, of four or five forts, which differ as well in 
their fizc as fpots. Whether leopards and panthers are a fpecies of tigers, 1 will net 
venture to determine, fince I have not yet met with any-body who could herein fatis- 
faftorily inform me. Turning to Pliny, I found him fo ignorantly mifiaken, that i 
am refolvcd, in my defeription of animals, not to name him. I'hc Negroes diftinguifh 
the tigers by feveral names, but how to tranflate them into our language, I cannot tell: 
wherefore, paffmg over the feveral fpecies of them, I fhall only inform you, that they 
are ail favage, fierce, voracious beads, by means of which, daily tragical accidents 
happen. 

They fpare neither man nor beaft; but as long as they can fatisfy their appetites with 
the flem of brutes, they will not make any attempts on mankind ; but that being de¬ 
ficient, the firft of human fpecies that comes in his way is certainly dead. But of this 
more hereafter ; fo I fhall at prefent only tell you, that however fierce this beaft is, the 
young ones may be brought up fo tame that you may play with them, as with a dog or 
cat :■ like the laft of which they are bearded. 

I have’feen about eight of thefe tame tigers brought up at Elmina, of which the 
direftor-general has at prefent two ; but 1 have obferved that in all of them their fell 
nature returns in time upon one occafion or another; and that, though never fo tame, 
they are not to be trufted without great circumfpeefion. 

Next the tiger in fiercenefs is the jackall or wild dog; which is moftly found about 
Acra and Aquamboe, though there are foir.e ^ow alfo hereabouts. This beaft is fo 
bold, that it feizes and devours whatever comes in its way, whether man or beaft, fuch 
as cows, hogs, ftiecp, &c. 

At night they come under the walls of our forts at Acra to feize our hogs, or fnatch 
a fheep out of the ftalJ; by wliich means feveral of them are caught in the following 
manner: — Our garrifon lay feveral well-loaded raufkets with the lock covered with « 
fmall box, to which a cord is faftened with a piece of mutton, and fo placed, that they 
no fooner attempt to feize it than the mulket goes oft'; and they, in the reward of their 
thievery, get three or four bullets in the head. This expedient feldom miffes, if due 
care be taken in laying of the mulkets. 

The Cayman, better known by tli'’ name of crocodile, claims the next place in our 
defeription o?’ rapacious beafts, for fo I call the crocodile alfo, not bccaufe I have ob- 
1 rved him to be fo; not having ever heard, during the whole time of my refidence 
here, that they devoured cither man or beaft; but becaufc I have both read and be¬ 
lieve feveral relations of their voracious'fiercencfs. 

All the rivers in this country are peftered with vaft fhoals of them, efpecially at 
Lama and Boutry; at the latter of which I have feen fifty in one dav, and amongit 
thefe fome that I gueffed to be about twenty foot long. 

The crocodile is*already deferibed by feveral authors; wherefore I fhall only add 
what they have forgotten or omitted. Their bodies are covered with fuch a hard fkirt 
and fquare fcales, that it is impoflible to kill them with a mufket-ball; and the caps 
which the Negroes make of it are as hard bone, and cannot be cut through with 
one flroke of a hanger, being very like the land tortoife-fhell. Their bellies are fofter, 
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which, thereFore, Iley do not frequently expofe to danger; fo that they can hardly be 
fliot dead at any other place than their heads. On very hot days, when the fun fliines 
very warm, great numbers of them lie balking on the banks of the rivers; and as foon 
as they perceive any men near-hand, they Ileal towards the rivers and plunge them- 
fclves into them with great violence, immediately Ihcltering themfelves under water. 
'J'hefe creatures do not leem fwift enough to run after, and overtake men, who are fly-* 
ing from them by land, fuppofing them not to fleer a crooked courfe to avoid them, 
though it may be poffible; i lliould not much fear them on land, any more than I 
fliould trull them in the water, though, indeed, 1 never heard any mifehief they did 
there. 

'^rheir colour is dark brown, and they may pafs for very ugly bealls. 

And as for their erying, aad other fubtleties to catch men, 1 believe it as much as the 
Jews do the Gofpel. 

The fierce wild boars are reckoned among the rapacious bcafls ; and, indeed, thofe 
in Europe very defervedly : but here on tlic Gold Coall we have very few, and thefe 
not near fo wild as in i.uropc. 1 liavc feveral times eaten of them here, and found 
them very delicious and very tender meat, the fat being extraordinarily fine. , 

Next thel’e voracious bealls we come to a milder fort of wild bealls : amongll which 
I lliall firll treat of the harts; with which fpecies this country moll plentifully abounds, 
they being found all along the Gold Coall in incredible numbers, cfpecially at Ante anti 
Acra, where we fometinies fee droves of one hundred together. 

I'he Negroes tell us that thele bealls are fo fubtle, that in all marches theydetach one 
of their number as a fentry to watch whether any man be near, and advertife the reft; 
lor the truth of which I will not be obliged, but remember to have read foraething of 
that nature of thofe of other countries. 

There are about twenty feveral forts of thefe bealls here, fome as large as fmall cows, 
others no bigger than Iheep, cats, &c. • moll of them are red, with a black lift on the 
back, Ibmc of them red beautifully llreaked with white. All of them are very good 
to eat, but more efpecially two forts, which we alfo clleem very de’icate. The firft 
fort arc of a pale moufe colour, and, though they are both of one fpecies, yet they 
differ fomewhat in their lhape; the feet of one being a little higher than thofe of the 
other, though the bealls afe both of the length of about two feet. 

'I’here is alfo a fort not above half fo big, of a red colour, which are extraordinarily 
beautiful creatures; they have fmall black horns and little legs, indifferent long in pro¬ 
portion to their bodies, but fo very fmall, that fome of them are not bigger than the 
fmall part of a tobacco pipe; one of which 1 have fent you fet iu gold for want of 
drawing, and, therefore, hope your favourable acceptance. 

There is a hart about four foot long, of a llendcr lhape; his feet are very long ; he 
hath a long head and ears, is of an orange colour llreaked with wJiite. 

Thefe harts are fwifter of foot than moll men know, but that fort of which you have 
the foot are extraordinarily fwift, and llrangely agile in leaping for fuch fmall creatures f 
fome that we have caught I have feen leap over,a wall of ten or twelve foot high. The 
Negroes call this the King of harts. 

At Apara, Acra and Fida, there is a fort of hares not unlike ours, which plentifully 
abounds at thefe three places; but with reference to this I havQ fulTiciently detained 
you in my letter deferibing Ardra. 

Here are alfo porcupines, but no great number, or at leaft very few of them are 
brought to us. They grow to the height of two, or two foot and a half, and bite fo 
ftwply, that no wooden w'ork can withftand them. 


I once 



45* BOSMAN's GlitmA* 

I <mce ptit one of them into a fet, not doubting but I ha 4 very wlft fecured him, but 
In one night’s fpace he eat his way through, and thsu at the middle where the llaves 
were molt bent outwards. 

This beaft is fo daring, that he ventures to attempt the largeft, and moft dan- 
»gerous fnake; of which more hereafter. When he is provoked, he Ihoots his quills 
(which are about two fpans long), at^ both man and beaft, with fuch violence, that if 
they happen to hit on a board they flick in it. The Negroes and fome Whites highly 
value its flcfti as very nice food. 

1 have here alfo feen a fort of creatures not unlike our hedge-hogs, only they cannot 
roll thcmfelves as ours are accuftomed to do. 

There is a creature, by the Negroes called Potto, but known to us by the name of 
fluggard, doubtlefs from its lazy lluggilh nature; a whole day being little enough for 
it to advance ten fteps forward. 

♦ Some writers affirm, that when this creature has climbed upon a tree, he doth not 
leave it until he hath not only eaten up the fruit, but the leaves entirely, and then de- 
feends fat and in very good cafe, in order to get up into another tree; bur, before his 
flow pace can compafs this, he becomes as poor ami lean as it is poffible to imagine; 
and, if the trees be high, or the way any tiling diftant, and he meets with nothing on 
his journey, he inevitably dies with hunger, betwixt one tree and the other. Thus it is 
reprefented by others, but I will not undertake for the truth of it, though the Negroes 
are apt to believe fomething like it. 

This is fuch a horribly ugly creature, that I do not believe any thing befidcs fo very 
difagreeable is to be found in the whole earth; its fore feet are very like hands, the 
head ftrangely difproportionately large; it is of a pale moufe colour, but it w'as then 
very young, and his Ikin yet fmooth; but when old, as I faw one at Elmina in the 
year 1699, it is red and covered with a fort of hair as thick fet as flocks of wool. 1 
know nothing more of this animal, than that “it is itnpoffible to look on him without 
horror, and that he hath nothing very particular but his odious uglinels. 

There are a fort of beafts which lurk in the fields here, like rats, but bigger than 
cats; we call them wild rats. They are continually ainongft the fowed corn, and do 
a great deal of damage. 

Their flefli is by fome Europeans and the Negroes held a great delicacy; and, indeed, 
nothing hinders its pafling for fuch but its difagreeable afpecSl and fhocking name, 
which create fome averfion in the eater: but thofe who can ftep over this, like it ex¬ 
traordinarily well; and to remedy as much as poffible its ugly figure, fome cut off the 
head, feet, and tail, before they bring it to the table ; and then it certainly paffes on 
thofe who do pot know what it is, for a very grateful dilli; for they are fat, tender, 
and very agreeable. 

There is alfo another fort of wild rats, which are chiefly found at Axim ; they are 
as long as the former, but their bodies are very flender, and they are otherwife called 
Boutees; very few befides the Negroes eat thefe. They do an incredible deal of da¬ 
mage to the ftores of millet and rice, chat the Negroes have laid up in their houfes; 
and in one night fpoil more fowed corn, than it is poflible for one hundred domeftic 
rats to do; for they are not content to fatiate themfelves, and carry off fome with them, ’ 
but they befides fpoil all where they come. 

Here are three or four forts of wild cats ; of which the Civet-cat is one j which at 
prefent is fo well known in Holland, that I need only acquaint you that they are brought 
to be fold to U8 very young, and then we give about eight or nine fhillings fterling 
for on& 
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A large ftare of*Wub!e and careful attendance is sreqmfite to breed them up ; 0 eir 
fbod is pap boiled or made of millet, with a little ilefh or filh. They produce civet 
vvhep even very young j of which that of the males is better than that of the females, 
becaufe the latter cannot avoid mining into the civet bag, which fpoils it. 

I can fay nothing particular of the remaining wild cats, but that they are fpotted 
like tigers, and are as fierce, doing a great deal of mifchief amongfl the hens where 
they can come at them. 

I have feen very fmall mice, which afford a pleafant and odorifercps mulky fcent, 
but cannot find that they have any bags like the civet-'^ its j which inclines me to be¬ 
lieve that the pleafant odour proceeds from the Ikin. 

Here are yet three or four forts of fmall quadrupeds ; the firft of which i*' a Kind of 
cat, only its fnout is much fharper, and the body Is finallcr, and fpotted like the civet- 
cats. The Negroes call it Berbe, and the Europeans Wine-bibber, becaufe it is very 
greedy of palm-wine. 

The fecond fort are not much bigger than a domeftic rat; of a red and grey colour, 
mixed with fmall white fpecks in their hair; the tail being of long hair, fo fpeckled, 
and about three fingers broad ; fo that it very agreeably may reach from behind to 
their head : thefe are alfo called Wine-bibbers, though the name of fquirrel would: fit 
them better. 

The third fort, when full-grown, are about as big again and red. This is a very 
mifehievous creature, and bites very violently j and flies at man and beafl; without 
any diilindtion, if driven thereto by neceflity. It is called Kokeboe, and 'is a pruel 
perfecutor of cocks and hens, though not in the fame manner as Mr. Foequenbrog. 
informs us. 

They have no need of fuch fubtilty, being fwift enough to catch the hens and 
ftrong enough to carry them oft' when they have them. I have had feveral, but never 
found any of them with red buttocl: , though I have diligently enough exammed 
them. 

What Foequenbrog fays farther, concerning this animal, I dare not confirm; not 
only becaufe I have not found it fo myfelf, but never yet faw the European op Negro 
who agreed with him. 

'I'he remaining beafl: or beads, for there arc more than one fort of them* we are here 
fo little acquainted with, that I fliall pafs them over without any defeription, and en¬ 
deavour to give you an account of an amphibious animal, that lives as well in the 
water as on land ; this is the Leguaeti: it is fhaped almoft like a crocodile, but feldom > 
exceeds four foot in length ; its body is black fpeckled, with round fort of eyes, and 
the fkin very tender. He injures neither man nor brute, the hens only excepted ; 
among which he fometimes makes a great flaughter. Several Europeans* eat theb flefh, 
and all unanimoufly agree (hat it is much finer meat than cocks or hens. 

Tliere is an animal who keeps in the woods; his body is long and flender; to which 
is joined a long tail; at the end of which is a hairy fort of brufh: he is of a pale 
colour, fomewhat inclining to brown ; his hair is long and thin. The Negroes call 
him Arompn or Man-eater, bccauie his food is dead men, to come at which he greedily 
grubs out the earth of their graves, as if he had notice of fonie perfons there hid.. 

The Negroes report that liaving dug to a dead body, he does n»t immediately fall on 
It, but goes round it fcvoral times; to what end I cannot tell; but they explain it, 
that he thereby hints the xmhiwfulnefs and a certain fort of impofftlniity of feizing 
another man’s goods, without doing foraething, or giving himfelf fome trouble on that 
actount firfl. 
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The myfterv of this is not hard to unravel. I am apt to thidfc that, this beaft is 
fcized with a /ear natural to all brutes; and therefore only looks round about to fee if 
there be any man likely to force his prey from him. 

It is time we fay fomething concerning the apes, which are here above one hundred 
<dioufand in number, and of ifo many various fpecies, that it is really wonderful as well 
as it is impoffible for me to defcribe them all j wherefore I fliall only touch on fome 
them. 

ITie firft and molt common fort, are thofe we call Smitten, of a pale moufe colour, 
and grow to a wpnderful fize. I have myfelf feen one of five foot long, and not 
much lefs than a man; they are very mifchievous and bold. It fecms incredible 
what an Englilh merchant here affirmed to me for truth; that behind the Kngliffi fort 
at Wimba, (where there is a terrible number of thcfe apes; that arc fo bold, that they 
will attack a man, as he related,) amongll others they fell upon two of their Company’s 
Haves, which the apes had overpowered, and would have poked out their eyes, if they 
had not been timely refeued by fome Negroes; for they, to complete their defign, had 
gotten fome fticks ready. 

You, as well as myfelf, are at liberty what credit to give to this ftory. But, indeed, 
thefe are a terrible pernicious fort of brutes, which feern to be made only for mifchiel. 

Some of the Negroes believe, as an undoubted truth, that thefe apes can fpeak, but 
will not, that they may not be fet to work ; which they do not very well love : this is 
their opinion of them. 

As the former fort of apes are very ugly, fo the next are exaftly like them, only 
four of them put together would not be fo large as the other ; and their bell quality 
is that they are fo docile that they will learn whatever they are tauglit. 

The third fort arc very beautiful, and generally grow to the height of about two 
foot; their hair is as black as pitch, and above a finger’s length: they have a long 
white beard; whence they are called bearded littfe men, or bearded monkeys. Of the ir 
Ikins are made the Tie-tie’s caps j mentioned in another letter of mine. 'I’he Negroes 
fell thefe monkeys to one another for about eighteen or twenty fliillings; an<f when 
they bring them to us, we do not refufe them at that price. 

There are, befides this, two or three forts of monkeys, each alike handfomc, but 
one half lefs than the other, with Ihort hair of a mixed colour, partaking of grey, 
black, white, and red: and for the moll part they have a white brealt and beard. 
But hold, inllead of a Ihcet or two of paper, I could fill a whole book in deferibing the 
various forts of apes ; which I cannot think worth while, and fo had rather difpatch 
this fubjed out of hand; only informing you, that of tlie frnallcr apes there are not 
above twenty forts : all which are very fine; but what is moll unhappy, fo extraordi¬ 
narily tender. That it is very rare that we can rear any of them, much lefs bring them 
to Europe. 

I mull yet add, that their thievilh nature, which feems to come into the world with 
thep, is common to all of them ; and I liave feen them go very fubtilly to work in the 
Healing of millet and fruit: in each ps^ they take one or two llalks of millet, as 
much under their arms (if I may fo call them), two or three in their mouths; and thus 
laden they march away, continually leaping upon their liind legs; and if they are pur- 
fued, they hold that ki their mouth fall, but throw away the rell, that it may not hinder 
them in their flight. , 

But their carrying fo much Milhio or millet together, is not to be compared to 
their nice curiofity in Healing it; for every Halk of millet they pluck is narrowly 
examined; and if they do not like it, tliey throw it away and pull another; fo that 
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this delicacy of theirs, occafions more damage than their thievery. And now I (hall 
bid the apes farewell. 

Here are every where thoufands of lizards j efpecially all alone by the wails of our 
forts; whither they come in queft of food, vi hich chiefly confxus in fpiders, worms, 
flies, and other fuch like. There; are various fpecies of them; fome of the largeft 
having a tail about a foot long, and a hand broad; of a dark colour, and half their 
head red: the reft are about the fame fize, and differ only in colour. 

They are almoft all of them ugly and that to a fhocking degree, excq>t thofe that 
follow, which may pafs for fomewhat more tolerable. 

Thefe are chiefly a fort about half as big as the other, and are green; .ine^t to 
which is another fort one half lefs than the laft; the) are of a grey colour, raid creep 
all up and down our chambers, cleanfmg them from all fmall vermin: thefe we calf 
falamanders. 

That the lizards forewarn men againft fnakes and other venomous creatures, I be¬ 
lieve to be as true as that the falamanders continue alive in the fire: unlefs one would 
aflirm that this report is owing to the antipathy betwixt the falamander and the 'fire, 
that being much of the coldeft nature of all the lizards; and this opinion I could 
eafily fubfcribe to, at leaft for fo long till fuch are found, which according to the 
ancients live in the fire. 

i’o conclude this letter, I fhall add two fmall animals; which former times have 
prefented us with large, but very wild accounts of. 

The peculiar natural colour of the one is green fpeckled with grey; and the other 
green, and fire-colour and grey mixed together. Thefe animals are very rare, and 
deferve a more particular defcription. 

Several have already undertaken it, but amongft them all I like none better than 
Father N. N. and Monfieur Cornelius de Bruyn in his travels in Afia. What he hath 
told us I muft entirely confirm, without L.ing,able to add any thing; thefe here being 
exaftly of the fame nature with thofe he defcribes : wherefore, not being able to pre- 
fent you with a better defcription, I fhall give it you in his own words, fomewhat 
abridged. 

“ Whilft I,” faid he, “ with great fatisfaftion, not much encumbered with the 
preffmg neceflities of life, paffed my time nt Smyrna, I had an opportunity of getting 
fome camelions into my hands; and being curious to difcover how long they 
would live, I commonly kept four of them in a large cafe, and fometimes let them 
run loofe in my chamber, and frequently brought them into the great hall of the houfe, 
where the wind breezed through from the fea-fide, when they feemed brilker than 
before, and opened their mouths to imbibe the frefh air. 

“ It is firmly afferted by naturalifts, that thefe creatures live on air: and, indeed, ex¬ 
perience confirms it in fome meafure; for I never faw mine cat or drink any thing 
except a few flies ; of which hereafter. 

“ It is alfo true, that they frequently change their colour; I have myfelf feen their 
colour alter three or four times in half an hour, xfrithout any colour being thereabouts ; 
which I foon drew both in miniature and oil-colours. 

“ The colour which they chiefly change to, is a very fine green fpotted with yellow, 
as beautiful as any pencil can exprefs it; fometimes alfo it is fpoticd Vlth brown fpots: 
and thus is the whole body adorned, tail and all. Sometimes, they change to a brown 
colour like that of moles. 

“ I'heir ordinary colour is grey, or rather pale moufe colour; the fkin very thin and 
almoft tranfparent: they moftly change to a lizard colour. But as to their changing 
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to the colour of all things, which are placed near them, experience has informed me 
that the naturalifts are here in the wrong, for they do not change to red, nor feverai 
other colours; though I muft own that I have obferved hidden changes in them on 
that account. 

I never could keep them alive above five mon^s, and moft of them die in four. 
I was very curious to know what their inteftines confiftcd of: wherefore I opened one; 
in which I found fome eggs, about as big as thofo of fmall birds, being all joined 
together as if in a thread, but no guts or any thing die., The tongue was the mofi 
remarkable of all, being as long as the whole animal. With this they catch flies, as 
they tell us ; which is done in the following manner : — The camelion holds himfelf 
very ftill, and when a fly comes in his way, he darts out his tongue with utmoft 
fwiftnefs, grafps them with the fharp point of it, and draws them in; to which purpofe 
his large wide mouth, which he opens, is very convenient. 

** If this beaft is defirous to defeend from any height lower, he very carefully ad¬ 
vances, firft one foot a,nd then the other; which are afterwards followed with the fame 
caution by the hind feet, his tail curling about one thing or other in the meanwhile ; 
by which he can hold faft ; which continues as long as he finds any afliftance by it, and 
then falls flat to the ground. Their march is very flow. 

“ Some would have it that the camelion moftly keeps his mouth open ; but I have 
very feldom obferved it, and fcarce ever when I did not carry them to a place where 
they cov^ld have the pleafure of imbibing the air; then, indeed, they ftretched theix 
mouths wide open, and difeovered by their motion and frequent changing their colour, 
the pleafure they were fcnfible of. Their eyes are round, very black, and obfervably 
fmall; but what is moft remarkable, is, that they can direA one of them to^one fide, 
and the other to another: fo that at once they can look upwards ond downward.” 

Thus far Monfieur de Bruyn ; to which I mall only add the difference which I have 
obferved betwixt thofe of Smyrna and this country; which chiefly is firft, that they here 
live as many years as Monfieur de Bruyn fays months: but then we put them in a 
garden upon one of the trees; upon which they continue fitting fome time before they 
defeend. They have alfo feverai times been fent to Europe, and got over alive. • 

The fecond difference is, that I have not obferved any of thefe here with their mouths 
open, and confequently have not feen the tongue or fly-catching; which yet does not 
difengage me from believing Monfieur de Bruyn: but On the contrary, I fake it for 
undoubted truth what he fays on that head j for his defeription being fo exa<ft, it is pro¬ 
bable enough that he obferved it. 

In all other particulars they entirely agree; fo that I neither can nor will i&y any more 
of them, th^n that Monfieur de Bruyn might better have compared their eggs to thofe 
of lizards, than of fmall birds; for I have obferved in all quadrupeds and creeping 
animals which do not bring forth their young, but lay eggs, for inftance, lizards, 
camelions, leguanes, fnakes, and tortoifes; that their eggs are not covered with any 
hard fhell, but rather with a thick flefli, which is pliable and weak. What do you 
think, fir, is not this letter fairly lengthened ? I think it is: wherefore it is high time 
to end the fame: having at prefent nothing more than that I am with all my heart, 
Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XV.Treating jirji of the feathered Kind^ idz. of two Species of Pheafants^ 
Partridges^ wild Ducks of two Sorts^ Turtle-doves, Crooked Bills, Snipes, and other 
edible though unkntnon Birds ; of Crown-Birds, beautiful green Birds, blue and white 
Herons, Portuguefe *, Eagles, Kites ; a certain River-Bird, very fine ; Crown-Birds 
on the Gold Coajl ; Pokkoe, a large Fowl fo called by the Negroes, and valued for his 
Uglinefs ; as alfo another about the fame Size, but handfomer: — Of four Species of 
graaivorous Birds ; a fmatl beautiful River-Bird, Parochites, Parrots, Star-birds f. 
—- Of Frogs ' and Toads, fame of which arc wy large. — Of the great Numbers and 
various Sorts of Snakes, fome of which have two Heads .• of Scorpions ; a ;Ber* of 
Scolopcndria, or many footed fForms, and feveral other Species of JnfcNs .— Of Bees. 
— Multitudes of Ants, and their Jlrange Nature.—-Of the fever al Sorts of Fifls, as 
Brazilian Cod, Jacks, Plaice, Flounders ; a Fijh called Sifie Pampher by the Negroes ; 
C — coverer, and feveral other large FiJh ; fevcral Sorts of Bream, Stompneufes or flat 
Nofes, Boardmanetjes or Pouts, Mackerel, Safer, Abaci, Ray, Soles, Dabs, Lobfters, 
Crabs, Prawns, Shrimps, Sprats, Karmoti, Mullets and Batavia ; alfo three voracious 
Fi/hes, viz. Noordkapers, Sword-Fifhes, and Hays or Requiem. 

Sm, 

IN my lafl; having at large deferibed the viild quadrupeds and tame fowl; it remains 
that I fhould treat of birds, reptiles, infeils, and filh. 

To begin our account of birds, with thofe which are edible; I fiiall beftow the 
firfl place on the pheafant: of which vaft numbers are found about Acra, in the pro¬ 
vince of Aquamboe, in and about Apam in the Acrafe country; being extraordinarily 
beautiful, and about the fize of a hen ; their feathers fpeckled with a bright blue and 
w'hite, encircled with a (ky-coloured ring about their necks, about two fingers broad, 
and adorned with a very fine black tuft their heads: in a word, it is as beautiful a 
bird as nature furnilheth among the terreftrial fpecies, and next to gold (which I always 
efteem the moft precious) is the moft charming rarity that Guinea produces. 

There is a bird which w'e here call the Fidafe pheafant, becaufe they are moft fre¬ 
quently obferved in that country, though they are befides foraetimes caught on the 
Gold Coaft. 

This bird is almoft as big as the former, though not near fo beautiful. His body is 
grey and white, a little fpeckled with blue: his head is bald, and covered with a hard 
callous Ikin, which is all over knotty: his bill is yellow; from whence to the head 
grows out on each fide a red jollop. 

I'o the pheafants it will be proper to add the partridges; of which there is a vaft 
quantity all over the Gold Coaft, though we have no great numbers of diem to eat, 
by reafon of the want of fportfinen: but at Fida they are as plenty as can be defired,; 
and at a very bw price; and when in feafon are very good food. 

Nor do we want wild ducks, which are here very delicate, and only differ from 
thofe in Europe by being fomewhat fmaller. i, 

There are here two forts of them ; of the firft of which, during the whole time of 
my refidence on the Coaft, 1 have ieen but two, which were {hot by the dire^or’s 
trumpeter: in lhape and fize they were not unlike other ducks ; but they were of a 
very beautiful green colour, with fine red bills and feet: their colour was fo deep and 
charming, that if they had been alive and to be fold, I Ihould not have boggled to have 

Birds fo called by tbe Hollanders. t In Dutch Stier or Stervogel. 
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given ten pouftJs fterling for them/ It is remarkable that before nor fince that time 
none of that fpecies have been feen. 

And for about four months paft, I have feen but one of the fecond fort; which was 
alfo Ihot by one of the garrifon, and was ihaped like the former; his feet and bill were 
yellow, and his body adorned with an equal mixture of green and grey; but not near 
fo fine as the former. 

There are here two, or rather three fpecies of turtle-doves } the firll are fmall, of a 
bay coJpur, and eat very well, being much tenderer than the fecond, which are of a 
much brighter colour : the third fort, being as tough and large as thefe, are of a very 
beautiful green; their bills and feet are yellow; they have a few red feathers, and their 
eyes are encircled with large white fpeckled rings; fome of which are intermixed with 
blue. ' 

There is a vei7 large rock above our fort at Axim, two or three mufquet-lhot from 
the ramparts ; which is very thick grown with underwoods, where thoufands of thefe 
two laft forts of turtles harbour, and by reafon the rock is fo clofely covered with 
thofe plants, we can catch but very few; for if we flioot them, and they fall down, 
they are never found. Every evening they come there to rooft, and in the morning 
take their flight in quefl; of food. 

Crooked-bills and feveral forts of fnipes are very common here; fereral of them 
prove good food, but mofl; are fo tough that they are not very much valued. 

We have here alfo multitudes of all forts of large and fmall birds, which are fhot 
and eaten*; but befides that we are unacquainted with them, they are not diftinguiflied by 
any particular names. 

As for thofe which are not edible, but are only kept for beauty and rarity (fuppofing 
them to be caught), of the moil common there are feveral at h’ida, and in the whole 
country of Ardra, and alfo few at and about Acra. 

Their legs and body are about the fize of a'llork, and they are called Crown-birds, 
from the great yellowilh tuft or crown intermixed with fpeckled featliers, ftrutting lik<^ 
hogs’ brillles, with which their heads are adorned: their bodies are chiefly covered 
with black feathers, and their wings furnilhed with large, red, yellow, white, and 
black quills: their heads are beautified with purple fpots, half a thumb’s breadth on 
each fide, and the forepart of their head is very clofely covered with a perfeft black 
downy fort of feathers ; which at a diftance feems to be black velvet. 

Thefe birds feem to be in great efteem in Europe, fince we are inceflantly foKcited 
by fome gentlemen to fend them over: and I have been told that they prefumed to 
prefent one of them to the King of England, who was alfo pleafed to accept of it. 
But, for my part, I cannot perceive any fuch extraordinary beauty in them; for befides 
th«r bead ana neck, there is nothing very rare; the reft of their body being rather dif- 
agreeable than fine. ' 

But the bird of which I have fent you the draught, on the contrary, is not lefs beau¬ 
tiful than rare; for though mofl: of the other birds are to be found all over the coaft, 

I never faw this any where but at Apam, where I am apt to think there are great num¬ 
bers of them; becaufe fending out two days fucceflively, in a Ihort time 1 had one 
brought me Ihot dead; for otherwife they are not eafily taken. 

They are very like a parrot, having exadtly fuch a bill, which is dark yellow ; the 
breaft and whole under part of their body is of a very fine green colour; the upper 
part, grey, red, flty-colour and deep blue, very agreeably intermixed: the head, 
seek and tail, which are all green, render this bird very charming; the feathers rife 
his head like a comb; he hath large eyes, abovq and below which are two of the-tttoft \ 
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beautiful red rays that can be imagined. To cdnclude, this bird is not to be paralleled 
for beauty. 

Here are two forts of herons obfervablc, thfe blue and the white; both which we 
might have placed amongft the edible fowl, fmce feveral here eat them. 

In thefe parts is alfo an unknown bird, as big in the body as a goofe, moftly white, , 
which we call Portugucfe, which is alfo eaten by fomc few. 

Nor are eagles wanting here, fuch as are in Europe, or at leafl not very different 
from them. 

1 lere is alfo another ravenous bird on the coaft, verv like a falcon, and though but 
a little bigger than a dove, yet he is fo bold and ftroi.g, that he attacks and flies away 
with the largeft chickens. 

The third fort of birds of* prey on this coaft, are the kites j thefe fteai all they can 
difeover and carry off, befides chickens, whether flefli or fifli; and that fo boldly, that 
they frequently feize the latter in the hands of the Negro-women as they are going 
along the ftreet or fitting in the market. 

There is a fow'l which harbours near lakes and rivere, and may very well pafs for 
a fine bird; he is about as large as a chicken, the upper part of his body black or 
brow’n, fpeckled with white, and the under, either deep yellow or red; he hath alfo 
a tuft of fpeckled feathers rifing like a comb ; and his bill In proportion to his body is 
extraordinarily thick and long. 

1 have prefented you with a Fedafe crown-bird, and wifli I could alfo fend you a 
draught of the fort found’on the Gold Coaft, and then you would obferve a great diffe¬ 
rence, it being twice as fine, and of ten various colours, as green, red, blue, Iky- 
colour, brown, black, white, &c. and what is very obfervable, they have a long tail, 
out of which the Negroes pull the feathers to wear on their heads. We call them 
crown-birds, becaufe fome have a beautiful blue, and others a gold-coloured crown or 
tuft on their heads. Monfieur Focqur«''brog mentions peacocks that he faw at the river 
Boutry, which can be no other than thefe birds, for here are no peacocks on the Coaft. 

There is a bird, which though ugly enough may be efteemed lart j for I dare aver 
that the whole world doth not produce his like; he is exadly of the fize of a goofe, 
his wings are extravagantly long and broad, covered with dark-coloured feathers; the 
under part of his body is overfpread with alh-coloured feathers, if I may fo call them, 
lor it is really difficult to diftinguilh them from hair: under his neck he hath a crop 
or maw about a fpan long and as thick as a man’s arm, which looks like a red Ikin; 
in tliis he hoards his food, as the monkeys do in their Alfoaches. ,His neck, which is 
pretty long, and the red knob in the nape, is furnilhed with feathers as well as the 
under part of the body; his head, in proportion to his body, is much too large, and, 
excepting a very few hairs he hath, is very bald ; his eyes are large and hlack, his bill 
extraordinarily thick and long; his food is filh, of which he devours as much at once 
as would fuffice four men ; he catches the filh thrown to him very nimbly, and throws 
them down whole into his crop. He is a great lover of rats, which he alfo fwallows 
whole, and which we have often obliged him^to vomit; for as he runs the out¬ 
works of the caftle, to divert ourfelves, we caufe him to be brought above; when, as 
though he defigned us a fervke, he brings up a half-digefted rat out of hk crop add 
lays it at our feet. * 

It is agreeable enough to fee a little boy, or our dogs fet on him, upon which he 
will very ftrangely arm himfelf for oppofidon, pecking and ftriking them with his bill 
ivery artificially, and they repulfing him, which was like two pieces wood ftruck 
againft each other, or a pair of inappers. 
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Tbefe bang all his good as well as bad qualities, I leave you to judge w'hethef he is 
handfome or ugly, though 1 cannot doubt but you will declare him the latter: the 
Negroes call him Pokkoe. 

Another bird is in fize foinewhat like the former, though his neck is much longer. 
„When he ftands on his feet and ftretches his neck upwards he is much above a man’s 
height. Our people flicft him by the river of Apam, and wc found his feathers black, 
whwe, red, Iky, and feveral other colours intermixed all over his body; his eyes are 
large and yellow. This is all I have to obfcrve of him; he may very well pals for a 
fine bird: his name is equally unknown to me and the Negroes. 

Of another the bill is long and lharp, his body chequered with yellow and light 
blue feathers; a black femicircle about his neck, a long tail compofed of yellow, blue, 
and black feathers, and a few feathers on fcis head. 

There is a bird lhaped like the former, and of the fame ff)ecies, from which he 
claiefly differs in that his bill is thick, fhort and black; the under part of his body 
black, his back of a beautiful yellow, and his feet as well as bill black. 

There is alfo a bird not very different from the firft in any thing elfe except that 
grey and yellow are intermixed amongil his feathers ; he hath a lharp bill, and in pro 
portion to his fize, extraordinarily long feet and claws. 

Another bird is not above half fo big as the preceding, and fliaped almoft like a 
fparrow; his colour renders him very beautiful, his head and breaft being as black as 
jet, his wings and feet grey, the reft of his body of a bright red, and it is indeed pity 
we cannot keep thefe birds alive. 

But one far exceeds all the other in beauty : he always harbours about the rivers, 
fattening himfelf with fraall fifh. His wings and the upper part of his body are entirely 
blue, fomewhat inclining to fky-colour, as are alfo the feathers of his neck, which are 
pretty long, and the tuft on his head ; his breaft is of a dark yellow, mixed with foine 
blue and red feathers; his feet and bill of a bright red, and very thick and long. 

Of another granivorous bird, the breaft, the under part of his body and neck, is of 
a reddifh yellow; his head is entirely black, except a beautiful yellow fpot on the fore 
part, the upper part of his body and wings are black, and his tail is compofed of black, 
yellow and red feathers intermixed. 

Another, about as big again as the former, hath a beautiful red breaft and under part 
of his" body ; the upper part of his body, wings and tail, as black as pitch, and the 
upper part of his head of a bright yellow. 

The fmall parrochites, or Guinea fparrows, are like thofe in Europe j we have here 
vaft numbers of the fame fpecies, without the leaft difl’erence, which are alfo called 
fparrows, for what reafon I cannot tell. 

The whole foaft, but more efpecialJy the lower part of it, as Moure, Cormantyn, 
Apam and Acra very plentifully abound with thefe birds; they are of a green colour, 
mixed with a beatiful red, and feme of them have alfo a few yellow and black feathers. 
Their bill, like that of parrots, is red and crooked. 

They are very beautiful little creatures, and daily, or whenever opportunity offers, 
we fend great numbers of them to Holland, where they bear a good value. We gene¬ 
rally buy them here at the rate of a Rix-dollar per dozen, but moft of them commonly 
die in their paffage to Holland, notwithftanding which, a certain author hath advat- 
tured to tell us that they live thirty, forty, or more years, but that muft be once on 
a time, for at prefent of one hundred that we fend over, fcarcely ten furvive. 

We have pwots all over the coaft, but not many, and moft of them come from far 
in-land countries. Thofe of Benin, Calbary, and Cape Lopez, are here jnoft valu«<ii 

5 becaufe 



bosman’s mitsEAf 


447 

becaufe far-fetched, though their admirers are not aware that they are much older than 
thofe we catch here, and confequently not fo docile; but thefe men, like ladies, admire 
what comes from afar. 

All the parrots here on the Coaft, as alfo on the promontory of Guinea, and the 
mentioned places, are blue. 

It would be to wafh an ^Ethiopian, or at leafl an unneceflary talk, to fay much con¬ 
cerning thefe birds, fince they are fo common in Holland, that they are there much 
lefs efteemed than here, and bear a lefs price alfo j for I believe very few in Holland 
would give three, four, or five pounds ftcrling for a b:>bbling parrot, which is very fre¬ 
quently done here. 

Thefe, fir, are all the birds which I can recollecl, but you mull not thence infer, 
that there is no greater variety of fpecies: on the contrary, I dare aver, that thefe do 
not amount to a fifth part of what I have feen, to pafs by thofe which never occurred 
to me. 

•But I muft have patience till I hear what anfwer you pleafe -to fend to my requeft : 
wherefore, to conclude this difcourfe of birds, I fliall yet add one, of which I remem¬ 
ber to have read wonders ; his feathers are reprefented like ftars, his voice as loud as 
that of a bull; aijd we are told that, when the Negroes are travelling, if they hear 
him on the left hand, they quit their intended journey, and return home: how far this 
relation agrees with truth, I leave you to judge, 

'I'his bird is about twice as big as a fparrow; his feathers are not in the lead like 
ftars, though indeed he hath a few fmall fpecks, which they will fo conftrue j but, if 
that be allowed, there are a great many ftar-birds in the world. 

His voice or lowing is hollow and piercing ; but, to compare him to that of a bull, 
is to aflert, that a bell of one hundred pounds will give as great a found as that of ten 
thoufand weight. 

As to what concerns the third par. * f the account of him, I have not much to offer 
againft it; for as the world, with refped to human life, .is liable to a perpetual change, 
and what at prefent is one thing, may, in one hundred years, be Jtered to another ; 
fo I can eafily believe that the Negroes were formerly fuperftitious enough to put a ftop 
to their travels and return home upon hearing this bird on the left hand, fince at pre¬ 
fent they do not take it for a good omen; but now they never break off thdir journey 
on that account, unlefs it be fome extraordinary bigots, with which all parts are ftbred ^ 
but from them no rational charafter can be drawn. 

Having faid enough of this bird, and the whole feathered kind, I lhall, in the next 
place, fay fomething of rq)tiles, and whatever approximates to that fort of animals: 
but firft of (he toads. 

Toads and frogs are as numerous here as in Europe, the laft being aiSb of the fame 
fize; but the firft are not only in as great abundance, and fhaped like ours, but they 
are, in fome places, of a terrible largenefs. 

At Adja, an Englifh village, betwixt More and Cormantyn, 1 have feen fome as 
broad as a common table-plate. When I firft ^aw them, I took them for land-tortoifes, 
of which we have alfo fome here j but was foon convinced of my error by their leaping* 
The Englifh faftor told me, that a vaft number of them harboured about that place. 
'I'hey differ from other toads only in largenefs, which renders thorn very hideous. 

I’he toads here, as well as in other pkces, are mortal enemies to the lhakes, and we 
have been eye-witneffes of feveral engagements betwixt them. > 

Here are great quantities and variety of fnakes, fome whereof arc htdeoufly great j 
the largeft of thofe taken in my time h^e was twenty foot long, though in-land 1 be- 
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lieve there are yet much bigger; and we have frequently found in their entrails not 
only harts and other hearts, but men alfo. 

Moft of them are venomous; but the following are fo to an extraordinary degree, 
and therefore very dangerous. Thefe are fcarcely a yard long, but about two Ipans 
V thick, and variegated with white, black, and yellow. 

I was once in the utraoft danger of my life by one of thefe ferpents; for as I fat at 
Axim by a rock, which was overgrown with trees and under-woods, one of thefe poi- 
fonous animals was got very near me, when, by a great chance, I was aware of him 
jurt time enough to efcape the imminent danger. 

The fnakes infeft not only the woods, but the dwellings of the Negroes, and even 
our forts and bed-chambers, where I have often killed them. 

Several perfons befides myfelf have feen a dead fnake with two heads; whether 
both were ferviceable to the body, as fome affirm, fince the fnake, as I told you, was 
dead, I could not determine; nor could I obtain any fatisfatl:ory account from the 
Negroes. 

We have a referve of fome of their fldns ftuft and kept; one of which is fourteen 
foot long, and within two foot of his tail hath two claws; which helped him to ero£l 
himfelf and contributed to his more expeditious march. IJis head is like that of a pike, 
and ftocked with much fuch another row of teeth. 

One fnake is about five foot long ; as thick as a man’s arm, variegated with black, 
brown, yellow, and white ftreaks, very agreeably mixed. 

The moft curious part of this reptile is his head, which is very broad and flat. He 
injures neither man nor heart, any otherwife than by a very fmall horn, or rather tooth, 
which irregularly from the upper jaw ftrikes through his nofe, and is white, hard, and 
lharp as an awl; and the Negroes going barefoot very often infenfibly tread on them, 
by reafon that when thefe creatures meet with any repart, they fo fatiatc themfelvcs, 
that they fall into fuch a found fleep, that it is no final! noife that can aw'aken them : 
wherefore they are very eafily taken or killed. 

Next to this ferpent is a large fcorpion; this is alfo furniflicd with fuch claws and 
feet, and their whole bodies covered over with long hair. 

Very few are ignorant how pernicious this animal is to mankind. Some of them 
have u fmall bladder full of poifon, of half a finger’s breadth, at the end of their tails, 
which they fpurt out when they rtrike either men or heart; and this is unavoiila- 
bly fatal. 

The fcorpions, in my opinion, ought to be reckoned amongft the number of infefls, 
as well .-as the Millepedes, or Hog-lice, which are called Centepees by the Portuguefe, 
and are here found to be prodigioufly numerous; and though their fling is not fo dan¬ 
gerous as that of the fcorpions, yet it is certain it occafions a very lharp pain for three 
or four hours ; after which it ceafes, without leaving the leaft relick of uneafinefs. 

No place in our ports is free from thefe vermin j the longefl of which are about a 
fpan; they are flat and red interfpeded like other worms, having two fmall horns or 
rather claws, with which they rtrike. The feet are on each fide of the body, and are 
thirty or forty: their exaft number I cannot inform you of. 

If I fhould treat of all our infefts, and deferibe each fpccies of them; fuch as the 
bees, crickets, caterpillars, gralhoppers, and above twenty forts of worms, ants, and 
beetles, I Ihould fill two quirra of paper j in order to which I fhould want nothing but 
a perfeft knowledge of that fubjeft. 

I wilh Mr. Leeuwenhoeck, that great naturalift, had opportunity to do it; for I 
believe he would meet with more rarities here than in all otner parts of the world. * I 
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have fent you herewith, as a fpedmen, a box-full, containing above a hundred of*the 
mod rare fpecies of them; be pleafed to reft contented with them, and a defcription of 
a couple of infeds which I have not there fent; and firft of the bees. 

The excellence of the* Guinea honey is very well known to many; here are pro¬ 
digious quantities of that as well as wax about Rio de Gabon, Cape Lopez, and 
farther in the gulf of Guinea; both which we have alfo on the Coaft, though not in 
fuch plenty. 

, Confidering the ftrange nature of the ants, thofe enemies to man and beaft, I cannot 
avoid treating of them at large. 

Thefe vermin make nefts about twice the hcighth of a man, of the earth, which they 
turn up in fields and hills; bofides which they build large nefts in high trees: from 
which places they fometimes come to our forts and chambers in fuch prodigious 
fwarms, that they frequently oblige us to quit our beds in the night-time; they are 
ftrangely rapacious, and no animal can ftand before them. They have often in the 
night attacked one of my live ftieep, which I have found a perfeft Ikelcton in the 
morning, and that fo nicely done, that the bell mailer of the difmembering art could 
not fucceedfo well, it being impollible for human hands to have done it fo artificially. 

It is but one of their diverlions to ferve chickens and other fowl in this manner *, nay, 
as fwift as the rats are, they cannot efcape them, and it is pleafant to obferve that as 
foon as one of them afl’aults a rat he is inevitably gone ; for attempting to run away he 
is attacked by feveral others, till fo many fall upon him that they overpower him, and 
they are fure not to leave him till they grow to a body ftrong enough to remove him'to 
a fafe place. 

Really if one confiders the praflice of thofe vermin, it would prompt one to con* 
jcclure that they had a fort of language current amongft themfelves; for I have feveral 
times placed a worm or beetle where rrdy one or two of thefe ants were, who imme¬ 
diately departed and returned in a minute, bringing with them above a hundred, and 
if they were not enough, in a moment more were called : after which they feize their 
prey, and march oft' with it in good order, all mutually aflifting each other in the 
carriage of the burthen. 

'J'hefe pifmires are of various forts, great and fraall, white, black and red; the fling 
of the lall inflames to a great degree, and is more painful than that of the millepedes ; 
the white are tranfparent as glafs, and bite fo forcibly, that in the Ipace of one night 
alone, they can eat their way through a thick wooden cheft of goods, and make it as l^ull 
of holes as if it had been fhot through with hail-fltot. 

That the ants have a king, which is as large as a Crey-fifh, as Monfieur Foequen- 
brog is pleafed to tell us, is what I do ngt know*, and confequently dare noi*aver. 

Having thus, in my opinion, particularly enough treated of the animals w'hich fly in 
the air as well as thofe on the .earth, it remains only to finifh this letter in running 
through thofe who inhabit the fea and rivers. 

The want of flefh and other neceftiiry provifion in this country' renders the fea con- 
fiderable as the principal fupport of human life,'without which it were impoffible to 
fubfift here; for not only the Negroes, but moll of the Europeans live only on fifh, 
bread and palm-oil. So that it is a very great happinefs, and particjilar providence of 
God, that the, fea and rivers here feem earneflly to contefl which ftiall produce the beft» 
filh. 

. Both afford very good and delicious fifh, the principal of which I fhall here exem¬ 
plify. Firft, the fea here produces a fifh as large as our common cod, which is here 
tailed* Brazilian cod, being extraordinarily fat and delicate; after which fiollow — 
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The Jacks or Pikes, great and fmall, which in their feafon are very fat and good, and 
not fo hairy as in Holland. 

Here are alfo plaice and flounders; and though the firfl but feldom appears, yet 
Ae fecond are extraordinarily plentiful, though neither fo thick nor fo good as ours in 
Holland, from which they alfo vifibly differ in lhape. 

There is another fort of fmall flat fi(h here, which in delicacy furpaffes all the reft 
on the coall; thefe fifli are here called Pifie-pamphers: which are alfo followed by 
another as flat, but rounder. 

Here are Ilalt-Koords, Corcoados, Giltheads, and other large fifh, as black and 
white Carabins, which are cheap and good food for the meaner fort of people. 

Here are bream in very great plenty, of three or foui forts ; two of which efpecially 
are very fat and delicate, which are commonly called Jacob Evertxen and Roojeud. 

AmOjOglt tlic middle-fized fifli, are lirlt the flat-nofes, fo called from their very flat 
fnouts ; they tafte like our haddock. 

The fecond fort, which are much lefs, are a fort of Pouts, called by the Dutch 
Baardmannetjes, from their hairs like a beard hanging at their chops. 

We have f .metimcs mackarel, tlnnigh but very few are caught; but vafl flioals are 
taken of the Sailer or king’s-fi.fh, as the Dutch call it; which in their feafon are extra¬ 
ordinarily fat and good, tailing like eels; gutted and dried, they are eaten inilead of 
falmon. 

Amohgfl the fmall fifli, tlie firfl which occurs is the Aboei, fomewhat like our 
trout, but much firmer and more delicate, they are taken here by thoufands. 

Ray or thorn-back, both great and fmall, are here very good and in prodigious plenty. 

Soles and dabs are here extraordinary, the firlt exceeding ours in Holland. 

Nor is here any want of lobllers, crabs, Ihrimps and prawns ; we have alfo thoufands 
of two forts of Iprats, great and fmall, both Which are very fat when in feafon, though 
the former fo llringy, that they are not much elteemed ; but the kill arc very agreeable 
food, and very good either pickled like herrings or dried like red-herrings, both which 
ways we yearly preferve great quantities. 

The river-filh, befides thofe which come out of the fea and Hay in rivers, are of 
three forts: firfl, Carmou, a white fifh, the largefl of which fpecies are about three 
quarters of a yard long, and of the thicknefs of a man’s arm ; they are fo far from 
being too lean, that they would be very delicious if not too fat and oily. 

The fecond is the mullet, which differs from the former only in that it is lefs and 
hath not fo thick a head, but it is full as good food as the other. 

the rivers produce a third fort of fifh here called Batavia, the larged of which are 
indifferently good, if they do not fade muddy, which they are very apt to do: fome 
of us have (though very erroneoufly) taken them for perch, which they are not in the 
lead like. 

I could fpecify feveral other fifh, but I content myfelf with touching upon the prin¬ 
cipal fpecies, and affuring you that a lover of filh, as I reckon myfelf, may here meet 
with full fatisfaflion ; he may make a fatiating fifh-meal at five or fix-pence charge; 
and a foldier, or thofe who cannot afford to run fo high, may cat their fill at half that 
price. I would be here underdood to fpeak of the general courfe of the market, for 
* fometimes there is at lead one half difference as well in the price as goodiiefs, and if is 
really very melancholy to fee how the miferable meaner fort fubfid when there Is no 
filh, which commonly happens in the ill-weather, or winter, as it is here called ; for 
at other times one fort of filh or another being in feafon, there never is any want. 

However 
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* However I fliall yet add a defcription of three fpecies more, that are found on this 
coaft; which by reafon of their rarity I cannot omit. 

The firft and largeft are called there and elfewhere by the Dutch Noordkftpers; I 
fhall fpeak more particularly of thefe in another place, and at this time only hint that, 
on the Coaft in fine weather, when the fifhermcn are in the bell of their caption, thefe 
fifh come towards the fliore, and, as the Negroes affure us, fo frighten all the fifh, that 
they immediately take their flight, and even the next day not a fifh is to be feen in 
the fea, fo that they doubtlcfs purfue them very clofely. 

The fecond are the fword-fifli, fo called by reafon of he flat bone, about a yard or 
an ell long, and a hand’s breadth, which they have at the end of their fnodt; this 
bone is furniftied with about foventeen, nineteen or more fharp teeth, about a finger’s 
length, on each fide, and moftly rugged, and one more on one fide than the other. 
He is feven, eight, nine and fometimes ten foot long, though he is alfo extraordinarily 
thick. How thefe fifh wage war againft whales and other very large fifh, I cannot 
infonn you ; for 1 fhall not fay any thing tending that way, becaufe I never faw any fuch 
thing, nor have been at the place where any of thefe fkirraifhes have happened; and 
out of an apprehenfion that I fhould never return, 1 am not very folicitous to vifit them, 
efteeming it much better to ftay at home. 

The third fort are Hayes or Requiens, by fome (though utterly wrong) named fea- 
dogs, for they are not in the leaft like them. They are very thick as well as very long, 
fome of them betwixt twenty and thirty foot; their head is broad, flat, and thCirfnout 
very fliarp-pointed ; as to the reft they are very ugly. This fifh is the Negro’s beft 
and moft common food. I’hey are daily taken on the Gold Coaft in great fhoals. The 
Europeans never eat them, by reafon of the toughnefs of their flefli; to remedy which 
the Negroes lay them a rotting and (linking feven or eigiit days, after which they are 
greedily eaten as a delicacy, and a great t>nde is driven in this commodity to the in-land 
country. 

The Haye 'doth not ipawn like other fifhes, nor lay eggs (as the tor'.oife does), but 
calls its young in the manner of quadrupeds. 

Thefe fifh do no manner of damage on the whole Gold Coaft; but at Fida and 
Ardra, where the flave-trade is managed, they are extraordinarily ravenous, and in 
iny opinion fiercer than the moft voracious animal in the world. 

If any perfon fall over-board, he is infallibly dead, unlefs (which very feldom happens) 
none of thefe fifh are near, or he is immediately helped. 

When dead Haves are thrown over-board, I have fometimes, not without horror, feen 
the difmal rapacioufnefs of thefe animals; four or five of them together (hoot to' the 
bottom under the (hip to tear the dead corpfe to pieces, at each bite an arm,‘ a leg, or 
the head is fnapped ofl‘, and before you can tell twenty they have fometimes divided the 
body amongft them fo nicely that not the leaft particle is left, nay, not fo much as any 
of the entrails; and if any one of them happens to come too late for his (hare, he is 
ready to eat up the others, and they attack one another with the greateft violence in 
the world, and mounting their heads and half tllbir bodies above the furface of the 
water, they give one another fuch forcible blows that they make the fea around to 
tremble. * , 

When the Haye feizes his prey, he is obliged to turn himfelf on his back, becaufe his 
mouth is placed far behind and low, wherefore he cannot come at any thing upwards. 

When we fometimes take one of thefe fifh and haul him on board with a rope, we 
are always obliged to keep at a diftance; for befides his fliarp teeth, he ftrikes witli 
' 3^2 . lift 
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his tail, which is prodigioufly ftrong, and whoever comes near him lofes either an arm 
or a leg, or at lead hath it broken to pieces. 

I take the reafon why they do not fall on mankind on the Gold Coaft to be, that 
they can here eafily fatiate themfelves with fmaller fifh, which is wanting at Ardra and 
¥lda, wherefore rather than ftarve they devour human bodies, which I am apt to think 
relifli very well, fmce when our (hips depart from thbfe places, they fometimes follow 
them for three weeks or a month, waiting for more flaves to be thrown over-board. 

Notwithftanding the rapacious cruelty of thefe fifli, yet fome perfons told me as a 
certain truth, that at Cape Vert, where they are ravenous enough, it happened that 
one of our mailers, either by misfortune or neceifity (I forget which), was over-board, 
and not being able to fwim very well, was in danger of'drowning, but that a Haye, in 
the very lucky minute, foftly caught him by the leg, and carried him on board one of 
our ihips. If this be true, it is a greater miracle than Arion’s engaging the dolphin 
by his melodious harp to waft him fafe to ihore, fince the Haye faved the man without 
any inducement: but to believe this to be true, requires a ftrong faith; notwithftand¬ 
ing that, to engage me to it, the very man, the particular day and place are named; but 
two reafons ftrongly oppofe the truth of this ftory ; firft, the innate cruelty of this fifh ; 
fecondly, that whilft on his belly he cannot take any hold ; fo that he muft have lain 
on his back ere he could have feized this mafter, after which he muft have fwam in 
that pofture. But you will fay perhaps that in his youth he had learned to fwim on his 
back (as our boys commonly do), in order to praftice it upon occafion. What fhall 
I fay, my friend ? Nature is very ftupendous in her operations ; let us leave this ftory 
there; and as to the reft be afl’ured that I pafllonately defire always to remain, fir, 
yours, &c. 


LETTER XVI. — Treating of Trees and other Plants ; as firjl of the Palm-trees, and 
their Fruit, and other Properties :—Of four Sorts of Palm-Wine.—Of Cocoa-trees, 
•wild Cocoas or Palmetos. — Oranges and Lemon-trees ; their Numbers and Virtues, and 
where abound moji. — A copious Defeription of the Papai-trec, and its Fruit ; alfo of 
the Tree called Pifang, di/iinguijlxd into Bakovens or Paquovens and Bananas. — 
What Sort of Fruit the Corsnantyn Apples are, and why fo called, — Of Pomegranates 
and •vinous Grapes .— Of fever al forts of wild Trees, fame of which arc very high and 
large ; amongst others' the Capoi-trees, why fo called. — Where Woodft forfine Works 
is produeed. — Of the Fruits of the Earth ; andfirjl of the Corn, or the greater or lejfer 
Sort of h/Iilhio or Millet, Pdee, Jambes and Potatoes: — Of all Sorts of Beans: — A large 
Deferiptim of Ananas ; concerning which fome Authors are contradided: — Of Water- 
Melons, a very fine Fruit* — Of Malagueta, otherwife called the Grains of Paradife, 
Of Guinea Pepper. — Piement, Tarragon^nd Jiinking Tobacco ; of which the Negroes 
are great Lovers.—-Of the Manner of boiling their Salt. 

Sill, ' 

THIS fhall only difeharge the promife of the former, to fay fbmething concerning 
the trees here and their fruit, as well as'the corn and plants of this country j in which, 
to avoid all circumlocution, as the cocoa in the Eaft Indies, by way of excellence, is 
numbered amongft the firft trees, fo, with equal Ijuftice, the palm claims the pre-emi¬ 
nence here j fmce, with the help of bread and fifh, it fubfifts moft of the people on the 
Coaft. 
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The firft produce of thus tree is its nuts; which roafted when young tafte very de^ 
licioufly, and when old are covered with a red hulk or fliell, black on the hinder-pft, 
and contain the palm-oil, which is obtained by contufion and exprellion, as that of olives. 
This oil is naturally red, but if kept foine years turns white; it is a little naufeous firft 
to new comers here, but for him that is ufed to it, is no defpicable fauce; befides that, 
it is very ftrengthening and healthful, and I am inclined to prefer it in feveral difhes 
before oil of olive. 

After the oil is exprefled, the pulp ferves the Negroes for a delicacy, and if kept till 
old is extraordinarily good to fatten hogs, and render iheir flefh very firm. 

The fecond fruit it yields is the wine itfelf: to obtain and draw off whiclj. when the 
trees are old eno'igh to be put, they are bereft of all their branches, and rendered en¬ 
tirely bare; in which condition having remained a few days, a little hole is bored in the 
thickeft part of the trunk, into which is infected a fmall reeden pige; and through tj||at 
the palm-wine drops into a pot fet under to receive it; but it diltils fo flowly, that in 
twxnty-four hours fcarce a pottle of wine iffues from one tree. In this manner, pro- 

f iortionable to the goodnefs of the ground in which the tree is planted, it yields wine 
or twenty,- thirty, or fometimes more days; and when it hath almoft run its laft, they 
kindle a fire at bottom, in order to draw more wine with the greater force. 

This wine being drank frefh (or under the trees, as our phrafe runs here,} is very de¬ 
licious and agreeable, but withal fo ftrong, that it unexpeftedly fteals to the head, and 
very fpeedily intoxicates. But that which the peafants bring daily to the Qiore is not 
worth much, becaufe it is impoverilhed and adulterated ; and I believe it is not fo much 
coveted by the meaner Ibrt and the Negroes for its agreeable tafte as its inebriating 
quality, with which it is plentifully endowed, though very much vitiated by a pretty 
large mixture of water. 

The tree thus drained of its wine, ,is fit for nothing but firing j but when green, its 
leaves are ufed to make ropes, nets, and other neceflary things. 

There are foui forts of this tree; each of which hath a particular name: we have 
already fpoke of the right and genuine palm-wine. 

The fecond fort of palm wine is drawn in no country befides that of Fantyn, and is 
called Quaker ; for what reafon I have already informed you in another letter. This 
fort exceeds the other fomewhat in pkafantnefs of flavour, and very much in ftrength ; 
half fo much of this as (ff the other being a dofe fcarcely to be carried off; and the trees 
from whence it is drawn are not above half as big as the right palm-trees. 

The third fort is drawn at Ancober, Abokroe, Axim, and Ante, though but in very 
fmall quantities at the laft ; and goes by the name of Pardon : fo that you may eafily 
believe no villany here can be committed fo great, but that pardon is eafily attainable, 
if the perfon be in the good graces of the god Bacchus. 

This wine, though of a very diflerent,.hath yet as pieafant a tafte as the former, but 
not fo ftrong. 

'J'hefe trees are not cut, but the wine is drawn out of them whilft growinf, as the 
Suri is drawm out of the cocoa-tree in the Ea(l Indies; with this difference, that after 
the wine is there drawn ofl', the trees remain alive ; whereas they here wither and dry : 
the reafon of which is I believe, that in India they do not draw off all the wine at once, 
but leave a remainder for nourilhment to encourage the farthA growth of the tree ; 
whereas here they force out the laft drop : whence the tree, utterly deprived of all its 
moifture, muft needs entirely wither and die. 

The fourth kind is produced in the countries of Ante, Jabi, and Adorn ; and is of a 
Vfery difl'erent flavour from all the other three, and utterly void of all manner of 
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ftrength; but when drank frefli, taftes like milk; and nine or ten hours after it is 
dhlwn is not fit to be drank, nor is it good for any thin^: this is called Criflia. 

The Negroes report, that drinking much of this wmtf caufes the virile member to 
grow to a Targe fize ; which is indeed credible, by reafon that the Negroes are in no 
" place on the Coaft fo fubjeft to this diftemper as in the mentioned countries. The wine 
is drawn from thefc trees as already you have been informed the Pardon is, that is, 
whilft growing. 

The trunk of the palm-tree is in circumference about an ordinary man’s height, 
and about as tall as he allb. That called Quaker is not above half fo big. Both Ihoot 
their branches upwards ; iome of which are in length twenty foot or above. I'hefc 
branches, called here and elfewhere Bamboos, are ufed for covering of houfes, for 
hedges, and on feveral occafions. On each fide of thefe Bamboos grow fmall long 
flips, which are their leaves. 

The Pardon-trees grow like the cocoa-nuts, though on a much thinner ftalk. The 
Criflia-trecs grow alfo in the fame manner, though they very remarkably differ in 
height and thicknefs of the trunk, this not exceeding the fourth-part of the height of 
the Pardon-tree; and out of every plant of this fort flioot generally four, five, or 
more ftalks, from all which wine is drawn. 

'fhe perfe6l mature age of a palm-tree is ten, twelve, or more years ; and then but 
ten, fifteen, or at moll twenty gallons of wine are drawn off; notwithftanding which, 
this wine daily comes in fuch prodigious plenty to the fliore, that it is really to be won¬ 
dered at; and from hence we may naturally infer that there mull be many thoufands 
of thefe trees growing in this country, or the wine will foon be at end. An anchor 
of five gallons is commonly fold for about two fliillings and three-pence Englifli money; 
though at fome times and places it is one half cheaper than at others. 

Next the palm, the cocoa-tree ought indifpufably to take place, How beneficial 
thefe trees are to mankind, is known to many, and may be feen in feveral defciiptions 
of Eaft India voyages. But here, through the ignorance of the Negroes, no other 
advantage refults from them than the fruit, I mean the nut; the kernel of which, as 
well as the enclofed milk, is very pleafant to the tafte. 

Thefe trees flioot up in this country to the height of thirty or forty, and fometimes 
fifty foot; their branches and (fo called) leaves, are like thofc of the palm, excepting 
that the cocoa-branches are not fo long, or fit for the ufes the other are employed in. 
Thefe trees bear their fruit in the fourth or fifth year, and live fifty years and longer. 

The wild cocoa-trees, otherwife called palm-trees, grow alfo here, and bear a fruit, 
which but very few of the Europeans eat, though the Negroes do. This tree is very 
much thicker than the genuine cocoa, efpccially in the middle, where it is of a fur- 
prifing greatnel^; and what adds to the oddnefs of the figure, is, that the top and 
bottom are one half fmaller. At the top grows a fruit, which Ibems to be the pith of 
the tree, and is called Palm-cabbage, becaufe it hath a fort of cabbagy tafte. 

In the country of Axim are vaft quantities of fweet as well as four oranges : the fwcet 
are pretty good, but the garden of Elmipa, which is extraordinarily full of them, hath 
fome, which for agreeable tafte fall very little fliort of thofe of China. 

In the other countries there are very few or no orange-trees; notwithftanding Mon- 
fieur Foequenbrog hatfi been pleafed to aver, that they grow in great multitudes along 
the river Boutry; in which he is abfolutely miftaken, for I have feveral times failed 
along that river, and never found any, nor according to the report of the Negroes were 
there ever any: there are a few indeed on the hill near our forts, but not one on the 
mentioned river-fide. 
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Lemon-trees, wliicn are here called Brambas, grow over the Coaft, efpedallf 
at Moure, where they are ipreffed; and which place, if the feafon be not unufually 
dry, is able annually to deliver above two hundred aums of lime-juice. About twenty 
or twenty-five (hillings Englifh money is the price of an aum of lime-juice, or pickled 
fmall lemons. 

The Guinea lime-juice and pickled lemons are too well known and efteemed in 
Holland to require me to infift any longer on that head. 

Some authors have faid a great deal concerning the Papay-tree, but without due 
examination: we are told that they have neither brai.ches nyr leaves, and that it does 
not grow above man’s height, &c. But to refute titefe and fome other ojih^l^us that 
are cherifiied, I need only ckferibe the true and natural fhape of this tree. 

His trunk, being feveral foot thick, is coinpofed of a fpongy wood, or rather root, 
which it moft rcfembles: it is hollow', and may very eafily be cut through the middle 
with a hatchet. The fruit at firfl: grows at the top of the trunk, without any branches ; 
but as the tree grows older it fltoots out branches alfo towards the top, which refemble 
young docks; on wliich the fruit allb grows. At the very top of the trunk, and of 
the mentioned branches, flioot other fmall fprigs almoll like reeds, a little crooked and 
hollow; and at the e.xtremity of thefe fprigs grow very fine broad leaves, frequently 
cleft, not very uulike vine-leaves, excepting the fize only. 

Some papay-trees run up to the height of thirty foot, which is confiderably more than a 
man’s height. 'I'he fruit, or what is properly called the Papay, is about-half as big 
as the cocoa-nut, of an oval fliape, green without and white within j but with age’they 
turn very red within, and abound with numerous white kernels, which are the feed 
from wht'nce they arc produced. The papays tafte rather worfe than better than, 
pompions. 

I'heregrow multitudes of papay-tr .*■<: all along the Coaft ; and thefe are of two forts, 
viz. the male and female, or at lead they are here fo called, on account that thofe 
named males bear no fruit, but are continually full of bloffonis, :onfifting of a long 
white flower j the female alfo bears the fame blolfom, though not fo long, nor fo 
numerous. 

Some have obferved, that the females yield their fruit in greateft abundance when 
the males grow near them ; you may, fir, believe what you pleafe ; but if you do not, 

I (hall not charge you with herefy. 

So much hath already been written concerning the Pifang-tree, which is divided into 
Bakovens and Banantes or Bananas, that it feems hardly wortli while to detain you 
on that head any longer, than to confirm what others have faid, as that its fruit, efpe- 
cially the Bakovens, are very good ; that they bear in a year, though hiit once in all, 
for then the /lock is cut off; and from the root there /hoot out live or fix frefii ftocks j 
fo that this plant may pafs for a perpetual almanack, as being indeed endlefs. 

The ftock of thefe trees, if they deferve that name, grow’ to once and a,half or 
twice man’s heighth. I hofe who are of ('pinion that the leaves of this tree were the 
leaves with which our fii ft ptircnts covered tlkir nakednefs, are not fo much out of 
the way, partly becaufe thefe leaves are long and broad enough lor that end, and 
partly by reafon they are called Fig leaves, and thefe trees bcai; the name of Indian 
figs; though I mull own befides that they are very unfit for cloathing or covering, 
for a touch of the finger makes a hole in them: wherefore they would hardly ferve a 
live body. 

^ Here are alfo feveral other fruitful trees, but tfieir fruit is not only unknown to us, 
but eaten by very few: wherefore 1 /hall fay very little concerning them. .And firft, 
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#e have here a fort of ^ruit, like our two forts of plums, blue and white, in fliape as 
w^ll as colour; but they are not very well tafted, as being very fweet, mealy 
and dry. 

But I ought not to forget the Cormantyn-apple (fo called, becaufe it moft plentifully 
abounds in that country), which is as big as a walnut, with its green hulk on; its rind 
is yellow, fomewhat inclining to red: in the core are four large, flat, black kernels, 
which arc furrounded by the pulp or the fruit itfelf; which is red and white, and of a 
fort of fliarp, fweet tafte, but moft inclining to acid. It is a very agreeable rcfrefliing 
fruit, and very comfortable for the fick, efpecially thofe afllifted with the bloody flux, 
for it is very aftringent, and boiled with wine and fugar, is not only more ufcful, but 
more agreeable than tamarinds. 

I have alfo feen a few pomegranates in the gardens of Elmina and Moure; but be¬ 
fore they come to maturity they rot or fall off; fo that they fcarcely come to any 
thing. 

I muft not pafs over the Mourefe vine ; Mourefe, I call it, becaufe, except that at 
Mouree, there is not one on the Coaft. This produces grapes twice a year, commonly 
in Auguft and January ; and would doubtlefs yield a valt quantity, if pruned in a pro¬ 
per manner and fcafon by a Ikilful hand ; but being entrufted to an ignorant Negro, 
not half the grapes come to perfeftipn, but wither or rot before they are hall ripe; and 
it is farther to be feared that the vine itfelf, by this miferable lopping, will run to 
utter ruin.' 

It yields a blue grape, which is fubllantial and very well tafted, and not fo juicy as 
ours in Holland : but 1 doubt not, if carefully looked after, but that they would be as 
good, if not better than the beft in Europe, fince they arc already better than the Dutch 
ones. 

It is obfervable that vines will not grow any vfhere here but at Moure, trials being 
made at Elmina and other places, but without any fuccefs. 

To the beft of my remembrance this vine W'as firft planted by the Portuguefc, who 
brought it firft from Brazil fome years part ; and the fruit thereof is fo very agreeable 
to the European inhabitants, that it is to be wiflied more could be planted and railed at 
other places; for at prefent nobody is the better for it, except the fador at Moure, the 
direftor-general, and the gentlemen at his table; and fcarcely one of one hundred that 
come here can obtain the favour of feeing it. 

Thefe are all the fruit-trees of Guinea, 1 mean that part called the Gold Coaft: I 
lhall then next advance to the defeription of the wild trees. Before which, I cannet 
help taking notice of another miftake of Monfieur Foequenbrog : he was very much 
in the wrong<to tell the world that at Elmina, and feveral miles adjacent, there grows 
neither leaf, grafs, nor tree. This is utterly falfe ; for befides the trees round about 
Elmina and on the hills, the banks of the frefh river, but half a mile diftant, are fur- 
niflied with great numbers of firie lofty trees; from hence, and feveral other particu¬ 
lars, it plainly appears that gentleman was too partial in his defeription of this Coaft. 
It is indeed true, that the country abouf Elmina is more hare of trees than other places, 
but not fo bad as to deferve fuch a wretched charader. 

To return to my fiibjed, I aver, that the whole coaft is filled with high and low 
trees ; and the charming lhady groves ferve to render the nulignity of this place more 
fupportable ; and fo delight thole who take their progrefs into the in-land country, that 
they oblige them entirely to forget the intolerable badnefs of the ways. 

Here are fome which naturally grow up in fuch a furprifing manner, as even art, it¬ 
felf muft blulhing own, it could not have contrived any thing like it; others grow fo 
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thick, and thdr fliady boughs are fo widely extended, that they form entire allc^ 
which afford an amazing fatisfaftion to any who are inclined to take the pleafure of 
walking. 

I remember to have formerly read in Olearius, and other writers, of trees large 
enough to fhelter two thoufand men; and the tree of which Father Kirchen (a perfon 
that, in my opinion, fhould advance nothing but truth), writes, that in its fruit or fhell 
(I think it was a chefnut), it could lodge a Ihepherd and his whole flock, mufl not be 
very fmall, but may very well pafs for a wonder in naf ue ; but, after all, it is not in 
the lead: to be compared with the trees of this country. I have feen fome, he''e that 
twenty, inftead of two thoufand, men, might Hand under, fuppofing th m clofe to 
one another : and if thefe authors mean fo, I do not fcruple to believe them ; nor I 
believe do you. But, to pafs over this; it is certain that here are extraordinarily high 
and large trees, which may be concluded from the great canoes, of which I formerly 
wrote to you; and, fmce thefe boats muft be made of a ftraight piece of wood equally 
thick all over, and that very few trees grow direftly fo, what I offer is not incredible, 
that the mentioned canoes do not amount to above half the bulk of the tree. 

I have feen fome of thefe trees fo high, that their tops and branches growing out of 
them were fcarcely to be reached by a common mufquet-ftiot. They are here called Ca- 
pot-trccs, becaufe on them grows a certain fort of cotton here called Capot; which is 
very proper for filling of beds, efpecially in this country, where feather-beds arc much 
too hot. 

The wood of this tree is light and porous, and fcarcely fit for any other ufe than 
making of canoes. 

The tree which our countrymen, at the latter end of the fifteenth century, found on Ilha 
del Principe, or Priuce Illand, which waj four and twenty fathom in compos, was, I doubt 
notin the leaft, this Capot-tree. Tb ic is alfo one at Axim, which ten men would 
have much ado to grafp ; not that the body of the tree is fo bulky, but that it is fo 
vaftly extended by its prodigious fprouts, which clofely furround it. 

If we had any Romifli priefts in this country, we could give them fome of thefe 
branches to build them fmall oratories, and then the thorny prickles with which this 
tree is abundantly ftored, would ferve to correct and chaftife their unruly flelh, and fave 
them the charge of buying whips. 

But to let the priefts alone, and to return to our fubjeft; we have here feveral trees 
which furnifh very fine working wood. Firft of all in the country of Ante, near the 
Brandenburgher fort Acoda, or Dorothea, and behind our fort Lydfaemheyd at Apam, 
is yellow wood ; of which very fine chairs and tables are made. At Rio de Gabon 
there is alfo red and yellow wood, very proper for the fame ufe, befides which, if any 
perfons applied themfelves to fell it, there is very good wood for the making of rudders, 
fmall raafts and other naval neceflaries: and I am apt to think that here are good large 
maft-trees, or at leaft fuch grow here out of which they might be made, if not for 
great (hips, yet for barks, yatches, and other fm^I craft. 

To complete this difeourfe of trees^ 1 ought to tell you that the Negroes in all parts 
of this country, have feleded and confecrated fome particular trees, under which they 
perform their religious worftiip; which are generally fuch, in whoft. production nature 
hath difplayed her greateft perfeCIions. 

I have long fmce treated concerning the Negroes* idolatry in this particular, wherefore 
it is unneceflary to repeat it here. But taking leave of the trees, I come next to the 
• fruits of the earth ; amongft which, firft of the com here called Milhio. 
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' The large Milhio is by raoft taken to be the Turkifli wheat, which is fo well known 
’in Holland that it is not worth while to defcribe it. 

The Milhio is here fowed and reaped twice every year; the firft harveft is generally 
in Auguft, and the other at the latter end of the year, though but fmall; for the 
Negroes do not fow much againft this time, becaufe it is not reafonable to expe£l much 
rain, without which thisgraiji will not come up well. 

It were to be wilhed that corn were to be produced in our country with as little trou¬ 
ble as here; one, or at moft, two men «n manure and plough as much land as one 
plough can turn up in Holland, befides which, the corn here very fpeedily takes root. 

When grown up, the ftalk is once and a half or tw ice man’s height; on which one, 
two, three, and fomerimes four ears of Milhio grow, eath of which contains about 
three or four hundred grains ; fo that the millet here increafes vaftly more than the 
European corn. 

When the millet is firfl; reaped, in time of peace a thoufand ftalks may be bought 
for about a crown Englifh money, and in fome countries for about one third or fourth 
part lefs; the corn of thefe thoufand ftalks, being feparated from the ftalks, makes about 
five bufhels, which is a fack and a half. 

The grain of Milhio is white and red, the white is the moft beautiful, but the red 
is by moft people held for the beft. When this corn is beaten fmall, and cleanfed from 
the bran, it makes indifferently good bread, but fomewliat heavy for want of yeaft. 
If the millet here were ground, bolted and baked like our corn in Europe, it would 
doubtlefs become very good bread; but wanting all thefe convenienoes, and leaven 
being not ufed, the bread here is very clammy and heavy. 'I'his fliall fuflice you for 
the great millet or Turkifti wheat. 

The fecond fort of Milhio, called by the Pnrtuguefe maize, is a grain like the corian¬ 
der-feed, and is made into bread as well as tl/c other, and very much refembles our 
flighter fort of rye ; it taftes very well, and is vecy nouriftiing ; it grows in the fame 
manner as the great Milhio, only the ftalk is not fo thick, nor the ears covered with 
leaves as the other is, wherefore it is niuch more expofed to the granivorous birds than 
the larger, and is not fown near fo much as that, for which reafon it is one half 
dearer. 

The great, as well as fmall, Milhio is fowed all along,the whole Coaft; but leaft of 
all at Axim *, wherefore it is always deareft there. The country of Ante, in fruitful 
years and time of peace, produces prodigious quantities ; 1 have fecn it bought and have 
alfo bought myfelf, one thoufand Items or ftalks for fix, feven, eight and nineTakoes, 
each Takoe amounting to aboui four-penc e-farthing Englifti money, and a fack amount¬ 
ing at highdl not to two and twenty pence. Thus, corn, in time of peace, is the 
cheapeft of all provifions, but in war-time it fomefimes riles to an incredible price; 1 
have known a thoufand ftalks fold for an ounce of gold, which is fomewhat lefs than 
four pounds fterling ; to wliich the lazinefs of the Negroes, which is fo great that they 
feldom fow more than what is like to be confumed that year, contributes very much, 
as alfo the gre^t number of Engllfh ‘llave-ftiips which yearly come to this coaft; for 
thefe not being fo well vidfualied as we, they are obliged to buy Milhio, which yearly 
carries off many thoufand facks. 

This corn generally betwixt February and harveft, rifes from one crown to one pound 
fterling the thoufand fterns. 

Next the rillaoe of corn, follows that of rice, which is not common all over the 
Coaft 5 not is there any, or at leaft but very little, on the ftiore of the Gold Coaft, .any, 
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nwre than at Axim or Ante; but on the higher part of the Coaft, it grows in fuch 
prodigious plenty, that it is eafy to load a fhip with it, perfectly clewed, for ont 
penny or lefs the pound ; whiift at Axim, Ante, Abocroe and Ancober, the foul and 
unfifted bears about the fame price. 

It is no fmall happinefs for the Negroes of Axim that their foil is fo proper for rice, 
which in fome meafure foftens their want of Milhio. 

Next rice, by reafon cf its great advantage to the inhabitants, is the fruit called 
Jamraes. They grow under the earth like turnips, and are about two fpans long, and 
as much in the grafp or thicknefs. I’hey fhoot out a long green leaf alrhoft like that 
of French beans, with little prickles, 'lliis leaf the Negroes fo order, thrtclimbs 
up (lakes appointed for tliax end, and by it they can determine when the root is come 
to maturity, at which time they dig it out of the earth. 

It is fnow-white within, and is roafted or boiled and eaten by the Negroes, as alfo by 
feveral Europeans, as bread ; its tafte is not difagreeable, being much like that of our 
earth-nuts, and though not quite fo fweet, is drier and firmer. 

In the country of Ante there grows abundance of Jammes, but Saboe is the country 
which produces them in greateft plenty; whence, when in leafon, they are fent by 
thoufands to feveral other places, Thofc who buy them at Moure, give about fourteen 
(hillings a hundred, and fell them again at othei; places to good profit. 

The fecond fubterraneous fruit here is called potatoes, which, like the Jamnies, alfo 
fends forth a green leaf that runs along the ground, fome branches of which*, cut off and 
planted in the ground, in a fiiort time grow potatoes; but the Jammes never‘grow* 
without fome of the fruit itfelf be planted. 

Thefe potatoes are of an oval lhape, commonly like the large long turnips with us ; 
they, as well as the Jammes, are perfectly white within, and boiled or roafted are alfo 
eaten for bread, efpecially at Fida, \^here they are the Negroes* ordinary diet. They 
are fweet, and cat much better man Jammes, tafting very much like our boiled 
chefnuts. 

The country of Saboe produces the greateft quantities of this fruit, and next to that 
the country of Ante; of which we may fay (confidering it as a part of the Coaft), that 
it wants nothing necelfary to human life. 

It is told me as truth, that before the Portuguefe came to this coaft, the Negroes 
fubfifted themfelves with thefe two fruits, and a few roots of trees; they being then 
utterly ignorant of Milhio, which was brought thither by that natipn. 

I am more (Irongly induced to believe this, becaufe in the promontory of Guinea 
there are at this time countries where no Milhio, or at leaft very little, is cultivated, and 
the inhabitants live on the. two mentioned fruits, but more efpecially Jammes. 

Thus, having defcribed the four fruits moft necelfary to the fupport of mankind, it is 
now proper to give an account w-hat this country yields befides for food, which moftly 
confifts in feveral forts of beans ; the firft of which are not unlike our garden-beans 
in figure and tafte. 

The fecond fort are a fize larger ; their coufe are about three quarters of a yard long, 
and the bean of a bright red colour. 

The third fort are ahnoft like thofe fmall fpecies, called in IJolland the Princefs’s 
beans, only they are of a deep red ; thefe are not only very good and nourilhing, but 
very fine food. 

All thefe beans grow like French-beans with us, either propt up, or creeping up 
^y a hedge. 
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But thofe which follow, grow in a very different manner ; as firft, a fort of fmall 
beans, here called Jojootjes, which, like the potatoes, run along the ground, are enclofed 
in long flender hulks, and when young and green are extraordinarily good eating. 

Here are alfo beans which grow on trees as big as goofe-berry bulhes in Holland. 
Thefe are fhelied like green peas, fo that a large number goes to make up a difh; but 
they are neither fweet nor foft. 

Here is alfo another fort called Gobbe-gobbes, which grow two together in a cod 
under the earth, and flioot out a fmall leaf above the furface of the earth j thefe are the 
worft of all the forts of beans, and yet they are eaten by feveral. 

The fecond fort of fubterraneous beans have been known to us but a few years, and 
are called Angola beans, by reafon they were tranfplanted from thence to this place. 
They area very agreeable fort of food, if fried, as we commonly do chefnuts. 

The laft fort, which alfo grow under the earth, are the bell of all j but indeed they 
can hardly pafs for beans, partly becaufe they do not grow in cods, and partly becaufe 
they are not eaten as the others are, fo that earth-nuts would be a more proper name 
for them ; for they are eaten raw out of hand, and tafte not much unlike hazel-nuts. 
But they are commonly broken in pieces, foaked in water, and then fqueezed in a cloth ; 
this liquor boiled with rice, every where in this country paffes for milk, and if helped 
with a little fugar, cinnamon and butter, it would not eafdy be difeovered to be any thing 
elfe by thofe who are unacquainted with this difh. 

Of fuch fruits as may fatisfy a delicate and luxurious palate, we have very few here. 
The Ananas are by many valued as an extraordinary fruit, and their nature and 
beauties have been at large deferibed : but for my part, not to defpife it, I never could 
find the delicacy in it that is pretended. 

Notwithftanding which, I fhall take the pains to fpeak of it at large, that you may 
judge how far thofe are in the right, who have a?»ready written fo much concerning it. 

Befides Linfehooten and others, Simon de Vries, in his “ Curious Obfervation on the 
wonderful Things of the Eaft and Weft Indies,” has alledged feveral authors, but I need 
only give a plain and true account of the true nature, fhape, and properties and manner 
of growing of the Ananas, to fhow whether he is in the right or not. 

The ’j-lant fomewhat refembles the great houfe-leek, or Semper-vivum niajus, which 
we fometimes find amongft the curious botanifts in Holland, from which it differs in 
the following particulars; the Ananas fhoot their leaves (or that which is taken for 
them) upwaifts, being neither fo broad nor fo thick as the other ; befides which, the 
leaves are furnilhed with (harp prickles on each fide, and are alfo of a deep yellow 
colour, and fomewhat inclining to green, whereas the Semper-vivum is of a very beau¬ 
tiful green. « 

Betwixt the Anana’s leaves, before the fruit appears, grows a bloffom about as big 
as a man’s fill, which is very green, but adorned with an extraordinarily beautiful red 
crown, and furrounded with fmall leaves, that render it very agreeable to the fight. 
This bloffom by flow degrees grows into an Anana, which at firft is green, accompanied 
with yellow leaves, but in ripening, changes to a perfeft yellow; and when we eat the 
Ananas, the mentioned leaves with which it is furrounded are cut off with the fhell. 
The crown, or at leaft,a part of it, remains firmly fixed to the fruit, though changed to 
a yellowifh colour. Before, and round about the Ananas, fmall fprigs fhoot out, which 
are planted to continue the fpecies of this vegetable. Thus much may fufiice for the 
plant. 

The Anana or fruit is about a fpan long, and about the fame thicknefs; but as 
happens to other fruits, fome are large and others fmall. 

Moft 
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Moft of the authors De Vries cites, agree in the tafte of this fruit; to which I can 
eafily fubfcribe, taking the liberty to add, that though it may for a little while feem a 
delicacy, yet, if frequently eaten, it will foon naufeate. It proves moft agreeable and 
healthy when eaten with cinnamon, fugar and wine, like ftraw-berries, for it is too hot 
to eat alone; wherefore Monardus was miftaken in afcribing to them a cold quality, 
when indeed it inflames to that degree, that its fharp juice caufes thofc to fpit blood 
who eat them too freely. But though this fharp hot juice forces blood from the throat 
and' gums, yet that they are lb corrofive as to diliblve a knife that remains ftuck in it 
but half an hour, is fb ridiculoufly falfe, that if, influad of half an hour, the knife 
remained a whole year, it would not be diflblved. It's indeed true, that the knite will 
be blunted, which alfo happens'in the cutting of a citron, lemon, orange, Backoven or 
banana, and more efpecially the laft fruit, if it is not thoroughly ripe; fo that this 
acidity cannot juftly be appropriated to the Ananas only. 

I cannot quit this fubje£l without noting a grofs miftake of the before-mentioned 
authors. Linfehooten firft tells us, that the Ananas grow a fathom above ground j 
and others inform us, that they grow half under. But both are miferably in the wrong; 
this plant really not being above one foot and a half in height, and the ftalk half a foot; 
which together amount to two foot, which is far fhort of a fathom and more, if they 
make it grow fo much under ground. 

All the pains I have thus far taken in the defeription of the Ananas, was a .force I 
put upon my inclinations ; and if any one pleafe to aflert that this plant in Afia or Amer 
rica is of a different nature, they are at liberty to do it; whilft I am abundantly fatisfied 
from travellers in both thofc parts of the world, that there is no real difference. 

Next the Ananas 1 ffiall place the water-melons ; about W'hich, though much the 
nobler and more agreeable fruit, I lhall pot detain you fo long. The immature and 
yet fmall water-melon is white within "reen without; but when ripe, its green coat 
is fpecklod with white, and its internal whitenefs foniewhat intermixed with red; and 
ihe more it participates of tiie latter, it is by fo much the riper and jnoio agreeable; at 
which time, if eaten, it proves very delicious, watery, refrefliing and cooling. 

I'his fruit is lefs prt judicial to, and much more proper for a feverifh perfon than the 
Ananas. Wiu n green it is eaten as falad, inftead of cucumbers, to which it is not wholly 
unlike ; being alfo furnifhed with fuch kernels, which when ripe are changed black, and 
are then fit to plant. 

The wat<*r-melons grow in the fame manner as cucumbers, but bear a different leaf. 
They are about twice as big as our melons, and if the Negroes were not too idle, this' 
fruit would be very plentiful here ; but at prefent they are only cultivated bv Ibme of 
our chief officers, fo that the commonalty reap but fmall advantage thereby. They 
are in their prime in July and Auguft, and in fruitful years we have them twice. 

Thefe are all our beft fruits in this country; but that I may be able to lay that I have 
omitted nothing, whether good or bad, I ffiall not pafs over the following fpecies. 

The firft of which is Malagueta, otherwife called Paradife-grains or Guinea-pepper j 
a fruit which is generally known. It grows on ffirubs in red ffiells or hulks, which at 
a diftance afford a very pleafant profpeft. Within thefe hufks is contained the Mala¬ 
gueta, feparated into four or five divifions, and covered with a white filn\. This Guinea- 
pepper grows alfo in a different manner, not unlike large gr^s-reeds. 

Here grows alfo a fruit on ffirubs, which in tafte and figure refembles Cardamum; 
which I doubt not but it is. 

At Qenin and in-land, .there is pepper in figure like that of Eaft India. 
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The lall fort of pepper, called here Piment, and in Europe Spanifh-pepper, grows 
here in abundance on ihrubs, alraoft of the fame fize, though fomewhat lower, than our 
goofe-berry buihes in Holland. ' 

This piment is of two forts, viz. great and fmall; both of which are firft green, but 
afterwards change colour, the fmall to a beautiful red, and the large to a red and black ; 
and are both very pleafant objeds. 

This fruit is much hotter than common pepper, efpecially the fmaller fort, which is 
not above one-fourth part of the fize of the other; in recompenfe of which the trees on 
which it grows are about fix times as high and wider extended than the other. 

Piment pickled in vinegar and lime-juice (but bell in the laft) is valued by feveral as 
a good corroborative to the ftomach^ and very wholefome. 

This country produces none of thofe green herbs common in Europe, except Tarragon 
and tobacco ; of both which here is great plenty, efpecially of the laft, which ftinks 
fo abominably that it is impoflible for one that is even not very nice to continue near 
the Negroes when they fmoke this devilifli weed ; which yet agrees very well with 
them. 

Some of them have pipes made of reeds, which are about fix foot long; to the end 
of which is fixed a ftone or earthen bowl, fo large that they cram in two or three 
handfuls of tobacco ; which pipe, thus filled, they without ccafing can eafily fmoke out; 
and they are not put to hold their pipe, for being fo long it refts on the ground. 

All the in-land Negroes take this tobacco, but thofe who live amongft us and daily 
converfe with the Europeans, have Portuguefe, or rather Brazilian tobacco; which, 
though a little better, yet ftinks to a great degree. 

Both the male and female of the Negroes are fo very fond of this tobacco, that they 
will part with the very laft penny which fti^uld buy them bread, and fuffer hunger 
rather than be without it; which fo enhances the price, that for a Portuguefe fathom, 
which is much lefs than one pound of this trafli, they will give five Ihillings, or a gold 
quarter of a Jacobus. 

Let us therefore rather praife thofe fmokers, my good friend, who take the noble 
Spanilh or Virginia tobacco; but as for thofe ftupid wretches who content themfelves 
with the Amorsfort weed, I heartily wifti, as a punifliment of their depraved tafte, that 
during their lives they may never fmoke better than our Negroes, and Brazil on 
Sundays and holidays; yet under condition they be obliged to keep company with 
each other, and be baniftied the company of genteel linokers. But this by the 
way only. 

The tobacco-leaf here grows < )n a plant about two foot high, and is of the length of 
two or tHfee hands breadth, and the breadth of one, bearing a fmall bell-flower, which 
when ripe turns to feed. 

To conclude, I will add a fruit which grows in lofty trees, is rather larger than a 
walnut, and furnilhed with much fuch a fhell: the kernel is divided into i'everal parts; 
of which fome are red, others white. 

Not only .the Negroes, but alfoTome of the Europeans, are infatuated to this fruit: 
we call it Kool or cabbage, and the Negroes Boefi ; it is chewed in the mouth; and 
after the juice is*fuckcd out, the remainder is fpit out. 

Its tafte is very harlh and almoll bitter, and draws the chewer’s mouth almoft clofe: 
and its foie virtue is diuretick; but its admirers pretend it helps to relilh the palm-wine: 
though both reafons are not fufficient to engage me to the ufe of it. It is commonly 
eaten with fait and Malagueta. 
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If I had been obliged to beftow a name on this wretched fruit, t ihould rather have 
called it the African Beetel or Anca, which would have been much properer than 
cabbage ; fince whatever I have heard concerning the Indian Beetel or Anca exa£lly 
agrees with the tafte and virtue of this fruit. 

I might very well leave off here, as not confcious of any important omiffion in the 
defcription of the Gold Coaft of Guinea: but left you fhould accufe my performance, 
as fpiritlefs, infipid and faltlefs, I fltall make bold, in the conclufion of this letter and 
the whole defcription of the Gold Coaft, to fet as much fait before you as will ftock 
you for houfe-keeping for one hundred years : what thi ik you, is not that enough ? 

It is not to be imagined what vaft riches the Negroes get by boiling of fait j, ^nd if 
they were always or for the hioft part in peace, tiiofe who follow that employment 
would in a fhort time amafs unweildy fums; for all the in-land Negroes are obliged 
to fetch their fait from the fhore ; from whence it is eafy to infer that it muft coft them 
very dear : wherefore the meaner f)rt are obliged to make ufe of a certain faltifh herb 
inftead of fait, which their purfes will not reach. 

Some miles in-land beyond Ardra, from whence moft of the flaves are brought, one, 
nay fomctimes two flaves are fold for a handful of fait; fo that human flefh is there 
very cheap. 

The manner of falt-boiling is as follows :—Some boil the falt-water fo long in cop¬ 
pers till it comes to fait; but as this is the moft tedious, fo it is not the moft prolitable 
way, and is pradiced only where the land is fo high that the fea or falt-rivefs cannot 
poflibly flow over them : but at other places, where the fea or river-water frequently 
overflows, they dig deep pits to receive the mentioned overflowing water; after 
which the freflieft and fineft part of the water is dried up by the fcorching heat of the 
fun. I know this contradids the hypothefis of a certain author, but he ought to lytow 
alfo that the ground being here faltifli rutd nitrous, a fmall quantity of water will make 
better fait, an<l that quicker than a great deal; which renders this place the more fit to 
produce a great deal of fait in a fmall time. 

In other places they have falt-pans, where the fun dries up the water, fo that the 
trouble ot boiling is unneceffary ; no pains being required except that only of gathering 
it out of the mentioned pans. 

Thofe who are either unable or unwilling to buy copper-boilers, or when the fea- 
water requires fuch tedious boiling as would burn them; thefe, 1 fay, ufe earthen-pots, 
which they let ten or twelve next another ; thus making two rows, being all cemented 
together with clay as if they had been done by a bricklayer; and under the mentioned 
pots is fomething like a furnace of fire, which is continually fupplied with wood. Tins 
is the molt laborious way and produces neither fo much fait, nor fo much expedition as 
the other. 

In all parts of this Coaft, except Acra, the fait is very white, but more efpecially in 
the country of Fantyn, where it almoft excels even fnow itfelf. 

Thus much for this time, and when another opportunity ofi'ers, perhaps I may pre- 
fent you with an account of the country of Ardrathough' I will not affure you of any 
thing, but that 1 am really yours, &c. 
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LETTER XVII. — Whichy hy way of &upplemnt to the formery defcribes firji a Snake 
taken at Jxm, that was twenty-two Foot long ; alfo another not much iefs at Boutry. 
— A Jlrangc Engagement betwixt a Snake and two Porcupines at Moure. — Another 
Accident with a Serpenty wluch blinded an European with his Venom.—-The Tigers here ; 
a Boy torn in pieces by them : — The Author's Tiger-hunting, and how he came to kill 
him at la/l. — A Defeription of the Jackals. — A remarkable Adventure with an Ele¬ 
phant killed at Elmina. — A Defeription of a certain Spider which the Negroes call 
Ananfcy and imagine that it created the frji Man. 

Sir, 

IN my former letters, I have feveral times promifed you to fpeak more particularly 
concerning this or the other animal; and more efpecially our elephant and tiger- 
hunting. All which promifes this Ihall dil'charge; but firft of all I am inclined to fay 
fomething concerning the ferpents or fnakes. 

About eleven years paft the Negroes of Axim took and killed a fnake that wa^ 
two and twenty foot long; which being opened, a full-grown deer was found in his 
entrails. 

About the fame time another was killed at Boutry,'not much Ihorter than the former ; 
in whofe body a Negro was found. 

Some’of my fervants once going to the country beyond Moure, found a fnake feven- 
tefcn foot long, and very bulky, lying about a pit of water, perhaps to divert himfelf; 
near which were two porcupines; betwixt which and the fnake began a very lharp 
engagement, each fhooting very violently in their way, the fnake his venom, and the 
porcupines their quills of two fpans long, for^with fuch they were armed. My men 
having feen this fight for a confiderable time, without being obferved by the furious 
combatants (in the heat of the battle), after having loaded their mufquets, let fly upon 
the three champions to fo good purpofe, that they killed them all, and brought 
them to Moure, where they were devoured by them and their comrades as a very 
great delicacy. 

Whilft our fort was repairing at Moure, the work-men perceived a great fnake be¬ 
hind a heap of ftones; to get him from thence they removed many of the ftones, fo 
that half his body was cleared ; a mafon, the forwardefl in this enterprize, laid hold 
of his tail, defigning to pull him out from betwixt the ftones, but finding that imprac¬ 
ticable, cut off as much of his body as was in reach with his knife, and believing he 
had difabled him from doing any farther mifehief, without the leaft ftiadow of fear 
removed tlw remainder of the ftones; but as foon as the fnake was at liberty to turn 
himfelf, he clung about the mafon (who thought to have caught him in his hand), and 
fpit his venom all over his face; which proved fo forcible, that the fellow at that very 
inftant became ftark blind; in which condition he remained fome days, but was at 
laft reftored to his fight. This I have frequently obferved, efpecially in Negroes, who 
upon being ftrpek by a ferpfent have fwelled extremely, but foon affuaged and returned 
to their former eftate; fo that I am apt to think that the poifonous nature of fnakes is 
very different, the«bite of fome being mortal, others only wounding, and that there 
are another fort which are as harmlefs as thofe of Fida. 

Of this laft fpecies is that which hangs in the direftor-general’s hall, which is four¬ 
teen foot long, and was taken in our garden at Elmina by an Ardrafe or Fidafe flave, 
with his bare hands without any ftick or weapon, and by him#fo brought alive .into. 
<he caftle. We found at the lower part of his belly two claws like thofe of birds; 
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which, I fuppofe, ferved him either to ere£t himfelf upright, or to leap. But of him 
enough, fince I have already faid fomething of him in my laft letter but two. Where¬ 
fore we fliall now apply ourfelves to the tigers, which here do the molt mifchief, and 
are extraordinarily fierce. Some years paft a boy that belonged to our faftor at Sa- 
conde, going but a little way from the fadory was killed by one of them. 

At the fame time and place, a Negro going in-land with his hatchet in his hand to 
cut fome wood, met a tiger which fell upon him ; but he being a dexterous fellow, fo 
well defended himfelf with his hatchet, that, after a long I'cufHe, he conquered and 
killed the tiger; but did not come off' unhurt, for his iiole body looked as if fome- 
body had begun to flay him. 

In the year 1693, when I Commanded in the faid fort, fome of my Kabriets ffor fo 
we call Iheep), as well as thole of my neighboui the Englifli fador, w'ere for feveral 
nights killed by a tiger, which at laft grew fo bold, that he came at three in the after¬ 
noon to the lodge, and killed a couple of Iheep. I perceived him time enough, and 
aflifted by my gunner, two Englilhnien, and a party of Negroes all armed with good 
mufquets, 1 purfued him, and in a Ihort time overtook him, though not fo foon but 
that he had opportunity to fly to a final! thicket of under-woods, which we immediately 
befet; my gunner adventured into the thicket to find whereabouts he lurked, but in 
half a quarter of an hour came running back like a diftraded man, having left his hat 
and flippers behind him, after being all'o bitten ; but to his very good fortune, the tiger 
intending to have feized him, was fo aff righted by the falling branches, that' he gave 
him opportunity to make his efcape, and the tiger kept the wood. 

One of the Englilhmen, impatient at w'aiting fo long, refolved to march into the wood 
with his inufquct, if poflible to diflodge him ; the tiger, which was but too foon aware 
of him, luft'ered him to approach clofe^ to him, upon which he fell upon him with 
extreme fury, feizing him with his feet oy the Ihoulder-blade, and fixing his teeth in 
his fide, and would, without doubt, immediately have torn him in pieces, if by crying 
out he had not drawn me with a party of Negroes to his alUftance ; which obliged the 
tiger to quit his prey : notwithftanding which he was fo miferably handled, that he lay 
fenfelefs about half a day, which was partly occafioned by the venom of the bite, and 
partly by the fright. 

The Negroes were fo terrified at the 411 -fuccefs of this enterprlfe, that, utterly bereft 
of all courage, each quitted his poll where he was appointed to watch,' which afforded 
the tiger an opportunity of efcape, which he foon attempted ; but in his flight out of the 
thicket happened fomething very odd. 

The under-fadtor of the Englifli fort had long called out and promifed me (for this 
adventure happened juft under that fortj that lie would come to my afliftantt, and the 
very moment the tiger quittetl the wood, being as good as his word, he came with his 
mufquet in his hand j but the tiger feeing him alone before him, made to him; upon 
which the Englilhman, inftead ot coming to us, ron as faft as his legs would carry him 
back towards their fort; but affrighted, and tired with hard running, he fell over a 
ftone about half a mufquet-fliot from home: the tiger had already overtopk him, when 
we Hood trembling at a diftance, imagining he would immediately tear him in pieces; 
but he coming up to him, inftead of attacking, turned from him .iiid took his flight 
forwards in-land, foon getting out of our fight. 

I can give no other real'on why he did not fall on the Englifhman, than that perhaps 
he was smraid of us who followed him with a great cry, if poflible to terrily him ; for 
« was not prafticable tp fhoot at him, by reafon he w-as too near the Englifhman, and 
'we might as well have chanced to have hit the one as the other ; or perhaps the bcaft 
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thought he had honour enough by having his enemy under-foot, iSeith which he being 
fadshed, retired. 

Thus ended this chafe, and I do not defire fuch another, for I have feveral times been 
in danger that the Negroes by their random-fliot fhould hit me inftead of the tiger. 

This tiger was not tasreby deterred from coming again fome days after and killing forae 
flieep, which provoked me to attempt another way to catch him that I had feen in the 
country oi Ante. 

I caufed a parcel of very thick pallifadoes to be cut; of which I made a fort of cage of 
twelve foot long and four broad, covering it alfo on the top with pallifadoes, to bind which 
the firmer, I laid a thoufand pound weight of ftone on it to prevent his breaking out above j 
then I caufed a double-plank door to be made for my ca^ge, and in one'ot the corners 
I made a leffer cage, which took up one fourth of the room of the whole; in which 1 
placed a couple of fmall hogs : after which I fet the door like our rat-traps, in fuch a 
manner that the tiger could not come in to feize the hogs without throwing it down and 
Ihutting himfelf in, when it would be impoflible for him to come at the hogs by reafon 
of the pallifadoes which fenced them in their little cage. 

This ftratagem fucceeded fo well that three days after 1 had finiihed my trap, I caught 
the tiger in it at midnight; but inftead of roaring, as I imagined he would, immediately 
he fet his teeth at work, if poflible to eat his way out of prifon, which he had certainly 
done if he had had but one half hour’s time; for he had foon rent the inner from the 
outer doo'r, and eaten the pallifadoes half through when I interrupted him in his work; 
and not to dally with fruitlefs Ihooting, I clapped the muzzle of my mufquet loaded 
with three balls betwixt the pallifadoes, at which he furioufly catched, and fo furnilhed 
me with a favourable opportunity to difpatch him at one fliot; by which I punilhed his 
thievery and murder. 

We found him about the fize of a common calf, well provided with large teeth and 
claws. 

This tiger-catching obliged us with a feaft of eight days; for by the cuftom of the 
Antefe country, he that catches a tiger, is privileged for eight days to feize all the palm- 
wine which is brought to the market, without paying any thing fot:. it; which accordingly 
we did, and the whole mentioned eight days were fpent by the Negroes in Ihooting, 
dancing, leaping, and all manner of public jollity. 

The country of Axim, but much more that of Ante, is full of tigers: they frequently 
in the night-time come not only under, but alfo into our forts, and do a great deal of 
mifchief, making no difficulty of leaping over a wall of ten foot high. 

Before I leave jthis fubjed, I cannot help refuting the opinion of fome people, that 
the tiger is afraid of fire, that without any other, arms than that alone, it is poflible 
to drive him aw'ay. I was once of this erroneous opinion inyfelf, but have been con¬ 
vinced of the contrary by experience; for after having received a vifit or two from a 
tiger, to affright him for the future, I kindled a great fire where the fheep ufed to 
fleep in the night; but not fufficiently relying on that, I ordered five of my fervants to 
lie by the fire jvith loaded arms; biA notwithftanding all this, the tiger came in the 
night and killed a fheep between my two lads, who were fallen afleep, and was moving 
towards the fire, when my fervants, awakened with the cry of the fheep, immediately 
flew up, intending to let fly at him, but he immediately ran away. 

From hence it appears that the tiger is juft as much afraid of fire, as the devil of the 
crofs} and this accident confirms tne report of the Negroes, that this beaft will nevey 
attack a man when he can come at a beaft, for otherwife he Coul^ptore eafily have fallen^ 
on my two boys than a fheep. 
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Next the ri|erin liercenefe, is the jackal or wild dog; of which I have already fpoken 
in the defcription of Acra. I had an opportunity of gratifying my curiofity with a fight 
of it in the year 1700, when the prefent King of Commany's fervants having fhot one, 
were fo civil as to bring it to the cafile: he was as big as a Iheep, with longer legs; 
which in proportion to their fize were very thick; whence ypu may judge of his 
ftrength: he was covered with Ihort hair, which was fpotted; his head was very large, 
flat and broad, provided with teeth, each of which was a finger’s breadth ^d more; 
fo that in all probability his greateft ftrength is lodged in his mouth and legs; joined to 
which he alfo hath terrible claws. 

I will here prefent you v^ith an example of the fierce boldnefs of this brute, which 
happened at Acra; where t.ae of thefe beafts by night boldly came into a Negro’s 
houfe, and took away a female Negro; which he flung upon his back, and held her 
faft with one leg, intending to proceed on his journey with his prey halting upon three 
legs : but the cries of the poor captive awoke a parcel of Negroes, and brought them 
to her relief; which they loon effedfed, and found her only a little hurt by the claw 
with which he held her faft. 

I lhall now add fomething concerning the elephant; of which I have in one of my 
former letters told you that unprovoked he very feldom falls on mankind, but when 
urged to it falls on with wondrous fiercenefs. Both which I (hall here confirm by a 
couple of inftances; and Ihew you how difficult it is to kill them. 

Beyond Axim a Negro that w'as accuftomed to the elephant-chace, and had killed 
feveral, endeavouring to fhoot at one, but miffing his fliot by a flalh in the pan, 'the 
elephant grew fo enraged, that he purfued, fet on him, and broke him and his mufquet 
to pieces. 

The fecond accident is more remarkable, and may ferve as an inftrudion to others 
that for the future they be not too rafh> 

In the year 1700, in December a lx in the morning, an elephant came here,to 
Elmina, walking eafily along the Ihore under the hill of St.Jago: fome Negroes Were 
fo bold as to go agaiiift him without any thing in their hands, in a furt to welcome and 
bring him in. He fuffered them to encompafs him, and very quietly went along with 
them to juft under the mount St. Jago :' where one of our officers belonging to that 
hill, and a Negro which came down with him, fired on him immediately j and the 
officer’s ball hit him above his eye. This and the following (hot which the Negroes 
poured on him were fo far from provoking him, that they did not move him to mend 
his pace in the leaft *, he only feenaed to threaten the Negroes betwixt whiles, but ftill 
let them alone. 

It was furprifing, when he threatened to fall on the men, to fee him prick up his 
ears ; which were of a prodigious fize: however he went on, and laftly ftept into our 
garden, expeQing perhaps civiler treatment there. 

This extraordinary accident, and our ovm curiofity, drew the diredftor-general and 
myfelf into the garden; and we were foon followed by fome of our people. We found 
him ftanding in the midft of the garden; wher^, before «. ur coming, he had broke 
down four or five cocoa-trees j which number, either to divert himfelf or Ihew us his 
ftrength, he augmented with five or fix more in our prefence. .The ftrength which 
he feemed to ufe in l^reaking down a tree may very fitly be compared to the force 
which a man exerts in order to knock down a child of three or four years old. 

Whilft he ftood here, above one hundred fliot were fired at him, which made him 
bleed to that degree, if an ox had been killed. During all which he did not ftir, 
• bufonly fet up his eail, and made the mai apprehend that he would follow them. 

30a 
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Buf this fport \ras accompanied wdth a’tragical event; for a N^^ro, fancying himfelf 
able to deal with him, went foftly behind him, catcheii his tail in his hand, defigning 
to cut a piece of it off; but the elephant being ufed to wear a tail, would not permft 
it to be fliortened in his life-time : wherefore, after giving the Negro a ftroke with his 
ihout, he drew him to him, and trod upon him two or three times; and, as if that 
was not Aifficient, he bored in his body two holes with his teeth, large enough for a 
man’s double fill to enter. Then he let him lie, without making any farther attempt on 
him ; and ftood ftill alfo whilft two Negroes fetched away the dead body, not offerii\g 
to meddle with them in the leaff. 

From both thefe inflances it is fufficicntly clear, that unprovoked they do not often 
hurt any body; but that they grow very fierce when Ihot a^and miffed doth not fo plainly 
appear, fince this elephant fuffered above three hundred fhot to be made at him, with¬ 
out any fign of being enraged or refiftance; but as the fame aftions have not always 
the fame luccefs, I Ihould be loath from hence to advife any perfon ralhly to fire at an 
elephant, fince this vaft number of fliot which were thundered at him were not fufii- 
cient to fetch him down; and thofe who pretend thoroughly to underftand the ele* 
phant-fliooting told us, that we ought to have (hot iron-bullets, fince thofe of lead are 
flatted, either by their bones or the toughnefs of their fkin. 

This feems probable; for after his death we found of the vaft quantity of Ihot 
levelled at him very few had paffed the bone into his head. Some remained betwixt 
the Ikin qnd the bone ; moft of them, more efpecially the fmall fliot, was thrown off 
by, his hide as if they had been (hot againll a wall. The bullets were certainly too 
fmall, fince what the Englifli faftor told me, was confirmed by others, that as he was 
in the river Gamby, in a canoe, he killed an elephant, which purfued him, with one 
fliot only. For to imagine that none of the balls hit him in the proper place is not very 
reafonable, fince in fuch a great number one muft hit right, as appeared after his 
death. 

., After the elephant had killed the Negro (which happened not above fixteen paces 
from us), and had been about an hour in the garden, he wheeled about as if he intended 
to fall on us, which made all that were in the garden to fly, each endeavouring to 
fecure himfelf by getting away ; but the greateft part made to mount St.Jago ; think¬ 
ing, indeed, with rcafon, that if they could reach that, they fliould be fafe: but the 
elephant followed nobody out of the garden, which was very fortunate ; for otherwife 
amongft fucli a number of people he had undoubtedly made a great flaughter, fince 
nobody by fwift running could have cfcaped him; which I believe on horfeback is 
fcarcely to be done. 

We all flew out of the garden, as I have told you, through the fore-door, and the 
elephant took to the back-door; which, whether in his way, or whether it was too 
narrow for him to pafs, I cannot tell, but he flung the door, though a brick and half 
thick, a good diftance; wliich 1 had the good fortune to fee a good vray off, but 
could not obferve that to do that he very much^ exerted himfelf, but rather feemed 
only to touch it lightly. After which he did not pafs through the gap where the door 
had been, but‘forced through the garden-hedge, going very foftly by mount St.Jago 
towards the river, where he bathed himfelf in order to walh oft' the blood with which 
he was befmeared, “or to cool himfelf ^ter the heat occafioned by fo much Ihot. After 
having refrefhed himfelf a little in the river, he came out and ftood under fome trees 
where were fome of our water-tubs; where fie alfo cooled himfelf, and broke them 
in pieces, as he did alfo a canoe which lay hy them. Whilft the elephant ftodd here, 
the ihooting began to be renewed, till at laft he fell down; aftr which they imme-. 

diately 
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diately cut off "his which was fo hard and tough that it coft the Negro^ thirty 
ftrokes before they^could feparate it, which muff be very gainful to the elephai^, fin^e 
it made him roar; which was the only noife I heard him make: after this he died 
undCT the mentioned tree; confirming the report of the Negroes, who tell us, that 
whenever an elephant finds his death approaching, if able, he always gets under a tree 
or into a wood. 

For the truth of which, though I will not be obliged to anfwer, it hath yet thrice 
happened at Elmina : and ;>t Gabon I found a dead dephant in a pleafant thicket; of 
which more hereafter. 

The elephant was ne fopner dead, than the Negn s fell on him in crowds; each 
cutting ofl" as much as he could, fo that he furnilhtd a great many as well Whites as 
Blacks with food enough fat that day. 

He was not very large; his teeth not weighing above four and thirty pound. Thus 
we had the diverfion to have a near view of an elephant, and to fee him partly exert 
his flrength ; and the pleafure had been much greater, if not allayed by the misfortune 
of the poor Negro, though it was his own fault. Hence we beg^ to refled to 
w’hat danger we had expofed ourfelves by venturing fo near the elephant; for had he 
but once grown furious, his rage would doubtlefs have cofl fevcral men’s lives, and per¬ 
haps we fliould have fallen the firft, not being fo fwifc of foot as the Negroes ; befides, 
all making one way, we flioul^ have been in the way, and obftrufted one another’s 
flight. 

Upon this confideration we refolved never for the future to come fo near an elephant; 
to which I would not advifg any man who hath the leafl tendernefs for his life. 

Whilfl 1 am writing this, an accident that happened to me at Moure occurs to my 
memory ; which obliges me to add w'hat follow’s : — Going to my chamber at night in 
order to go to bed, 1 found an hideous great fpider againfl; the wall. On account of 
the ftrangenefs of the fpcdacle, I called my fub-faftor, and both my alfiftantsto fee it. 
We found his body long, and his head fliarp, broader in the fore than hind-part, but 
not round as moli Ibrt of fpiders are. His legs were as large as a man’s finger, ten in 
number, being hairy, and the tliickncfs of a little finger. 

The Negroes call this fpider iVnanfc, and believe that the firft men were made by 
that creature : and notwithftanding fonie of them by converfation with the Europeans 
are better informed, there are yet a great number, that remain of that opinion; out 
of which folly they are not to be reafoned. This is the greateft piece of ignorance 
and llupidity that I have obfer\ ed the Negroes guilty of; which I have once already 
hinted to you. 

Be pleafed, fii-, to take this letter as a fupplement to the defeription of the Gold 
Coaft ; on which fubje^t you are to expeft no more. And what rells is that you con¬ 
tinue always aflured of, ft;-, yours, &c. 


A DESCRIP. 



470 ) 


A DESCRIPTION OF THE SLAVE-COAST. 

LETTER XVIII. —> Which JirJl treats briefly of the Country of Quahoey which is abun¬ 
dantly enriched with Gold ; after that of the Kingdom of Ladingcour^ and Country of 
Lampi, whofe King and Subjeils are fiibmittcd to the Obedience of Aquamboe: this 
Country affording very great Plenty of all Sorts of Cattle. — Of the Slave-trade there, 
— Agriculture and Fifhcry, — A copious Defcription of Rh Volta. ~ The fmall Force 
of Lampif or the Cotofe King ; and their continual Wary with thofe of Popo, — The 
Land is dry Sandy without Hills, and very barren. — Slave-trade there. — The In¬ 
habitants converflble and good-natured ; their Poverty ; they live chiefly by Robbery. — 
The Multitudes of Idols here. — A Defcription of Little Popo ; its Barrennefs ; of its 
Inhabitants, thofe which are banijhed Acra are good Soldiers : their War with thofe of 
Offra and Fida ; what pajfed therein: they alfo live upon Spoil and Slave-trade ; their 
villanous Nature ; and fomc Jnflances of their Cheatingformerly a great Trade was 
driven at this Place. — Multitudes of Rats. — A Defcription ff Great Popo, which 
was fubjeB to Fida, but is revolted from it ; their Wars occq/ioned thereby, in which 
they were viBorious; Popo an Ifland; wants Pro^ftons; Slave-trade there; our 
Company formerly had a Lodge there ; Popo is accounted to be in the Country of Ardra ; 
where the Country of Fida begins ; the violent burning of the Sea before it, does a great 
deal of Mifchief; fome Inflances of it ; the flrong CurrenPbefore Fida flops the Ships ; 
pleafant Profpeil of the Entrance of that Country ; Extent ff it; it is well cultivated 
and very fertile. — Defcription of Fida ; Nature of the Inhabitants ; their Civility as 
well to us as to one another ; their Compliments f they are very laborious ; their Occu¬ 
pations ; Women's Work; they eat and drink well; work for fmall Wages ; great 
Slave-trade there ; the Men marry many Wives, of whieh they are very jealous ; fevere 
Punifhment infliBed for lying with another Man's Wife, cfpecially the King's, which 
mufl not be touched, and fame not permitted to be feen ; great Number of the King's 
Wives, of which he fometimes fends away a good many, without his Number being 
diminijhed ; the Women not fond of being the King's Wife ; the eldefl Son is foie Heir 
to his Father's Fflate as well as to his Father's Wives' ; the King married his own 
Daughter ; Multitude of Children here; thievijh Nature of the People here ; fome 
Examples of it; their rich Cloathing ; red Colour prohibited to be worn by any not of 
the Royal Blood; convenient Habit of the Women ; all their Heads are fhorn ; great 
Offerings ir^ time of Sicknefs ; they are extremely afraid of Death, which mufl not be fo 
much as mentioned in Prefence of the King, or any of the chief Men ; an agreeable 
Adventure of the Author's on that account; the Inhabitants of Fida make no Diflinc- 
tion of Time ; are natural Arithtneticians ; menflruous Women utterly unclean ; their 
Circumcifion ; mufical Inftruments / they are great Gameflers. 

Sir, \ ! 

YOURS of tHe 25th reached me in good time, and reading at the very firft your 
th^ks, I flattered myfelf that you were pleafed with the defcription of the Gold Coaft 
which I imparted to you; but going on I found myfelf miftaken, and that you would 
not be fo eafily fatisfied, but farther defire an account of thofe countries where our 
Company, and other nations, drive their flave-trade; and that I might not want an 
itmpioyment, you add a fupplemeutal requeft, that I would layg|he whole coaft of 

GuineSi 
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Guinea before youf Well, my friend, was it not enough to fet me fuch a ta'flc, but 
you inuft alfo rally me, and acquaint me that idlenefs in this country is very prejudicial 
to my health ? which to preferve, of confequence it is abfolutely neceffary to have 
fomething to do, as if I wanted employment behdes this you have found me; if you" 
think that any perfon of an aftive genius can want bufmefs here, I dare afliire you that 
you will find yourfelf miftaken. Idlenefs here, and I believe all the world over, is 
only the lot of thofe idiots which fcarce know either what they do, or wherefore they 
live: and to let you fee that I am none of thofe, I fliall anfwer your demand, by writ¬ 
ing you not only what I have inyfelf obferved of thti countries, but alfo whatever is 
confiderable in thofe places where 1 have never been, nor never delire to come, though 
I am not willing to be fecuricy for the truth of ali which I lhall fay j bi t yet I dare 
aver, that the perfons from whom I have my informations arc fo creditable, that I 
Ihoald freely rely on their words in things of much greater importance; and therefore 
believe that nothing prepofterous will be found in the relation. 

So as I have received my information, I fliall faithfully tranfmit it to you, without 
adding any thing of my own ; but if their method difpleafe me, or difagrec with what 
I have hitherto obferved, I lhall make bold to change it a little, and this is the utmoft 
alteration I intend : and that you may know before-hand what countries they are which 
you will find deferibed, from the information of others, in the following recital, be 
pleafed to obferve, that the defeription of the country from Ardra, through the whole 
gulph of Guinea to Rio de Gabon, with the traft of land well of the Gold Coaft, and 
from the Gold River to Cabo Monte, is not mine; but all the reft you may take for' 
my own, no part of which Js the refult of any thing but my own obfervation. 

This being, in my opinion, a fufficient advertifement, I lhall begin with a defeription 
of the remaining part of Guinea, through w'hich I have travelled. 

Be pleafed to remember, that in nty fifth letter I ended the whole Gold Coaft with 
the village of Ponni, though the golu is brought to us from the country a little lower, 
namely, out of Quahoe, which abounds with that metal, and is fituate beyond that 
tra£l: of land; but by reafon of the fmall acquaintance I have with that country, as 
alfo becaufe its inhabitants go through Aquamboe to Acra, where they drive the 
greateft part of their trade, palling over this, I fliall confine myfelf to the fea-fide 
only, telling you withal the traft of land betwixt Ponni and Rio Volta is about thirteen 
miles long, being inhabited by the Negroes of Acra, Lampi, and Aquamboe. 

Thofe of Lampi have a King of their own, with the title of King of Ladingcour; 
though in reality he and his fubjefts (if they may be fo called) depend entirely on the 
King of Aquamboe, according to whofe will and pleafure he is obliged to regulate 
himifelf; for upon the leaft difguft, which he or his people give to thofe o^jVquamboe, 
they are fo feverely punilhed that the remembrance of it remains for feveral years, 
which is yet ftyled a mild and merciful chaftifement; for whenever the King of Aquam¬ 
boe takes a fancy to it, he makes nothing of cutting them a foot Ihorter, which punilh- 
ment they are forced to fubmit to without murmuring; he having at leaft as defpotic 
a power over them as his own fubjedls. , , 

The country hereabouts is indifferently populous and fertile, but extraordinarily ftored 
with cattle, as cows, hogs, flieep, bendes chicken, &c. All which are here daily 
bought very cheap by the Blacks of the Gold Coaft, to traniport to the Upper Coaft. 

The remaining trade of thefe people confifts in flaves, which are alfo bought up by 
the mentioned N^roes; but moft of them are tranfported hence by the Englim, French 
•and Portuguefe mip^. Sometimes the flave-trade here proves very advantageous, dpe- 
ciailv ahnuf the villa^ Lay. 

It 
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It fometimes happens that' when the in-land countries are at peace, here are no flaves 
to be got; fo that the trade of this place is utterly uncertain, and it only ferves to touch 
at in our paffage this way, without depending on any thing from it. 

Befides trade, the inhabitants employ themfelves in agriculture and fifliing; the firft 
of which proves reafonably profitable j but the fifliery, efpecially that on the fea, turns 
to none, or at moft, but fmall account; for the fliore here is very high and of very 
difficult acccfs: wherefore it is fometimes unapproachable with fmall canoes. But the 
want of fea-fifli is here abundantly compenfated by the lakes or rivers, which are extra¬ 
ordinarily richly (locked with fi(h. 

Rio Volta, probably fo called by the Portuguefe, by reason of its rapid courfe and 
reflux, bounds this tra£l of land. This is a fine wide rivdr, difcharging its waters fo 
violently into the fea, that it is fometimes vifible three or four miles from the fljore. 
How far this river extends its courfe in-land is to me unknown. The extraordinary 
rapid reflux into the fea, continually carries great numbers of trees along with it j 
which (licking fail at the mouth of the river, occafion a very high burning of extraor¬ 
dinary violence, as well as lofty agitations of the waves : fo that this place is paffable 
with canoes but twice in the year, and that is commonly betwixt April and November, 
the weather being then (till upon the Coafi; which generally is jufl before the rainy 
feafon, when consequently the reflux of the river is not fo fwift: but after the rains 
it is not polTible to perfuade a Negro to venture, though they are continually ufed to 
pafs in their boats along the (hore, which here, by reafon of the mentioned burnings, 
they, cannot do. 

I have four times pafled by this river on board of (hipping, and each time fome of 
our people were fent aloft, that by difeeming the mouth of this river, they might fee 
whether we had pafled it or no ; and they commonly called to us from aloft, that they 
faw its mouth, and that they were right beford it, and at it, or a little way eaft or 
weft of it; which the mailers of the (hips, through ignorance, and I, as well as they, 
firmly believed. 

But in the year 1699, coming in a canoe from Fida, I caufed myfelf to be rowed 
as clofe to the (hore as polTible, and as the burnings would permit; but as curious and 
exa£l as we were in our obfervation, we could defery no mouth, nor the leaft opening 
but difeovered the truth of what one of my fervants (who had performed this journey 
by land) told me, that this river, at a fmall diftance from the (hore, and throughout, 
is prodigioully wide •, but that weftward, it is thwarted by a whole traft of land, which 
leaves it but a fmall opening or paflage ; and it is natural enough to believe, that by 
reafon of the vridenefs within, and the violent reflux of this river, the ebb which 
paffes this fmall mouth mud be much ftronger than if this palfage were proportioned 
to the fize or the river: but enough of this. 

Eaftward of this river, the Cotofe country, by moft called the land of Lampi, be- 
ginneth. From this river to the village Goto or Verhou, is about fourteen Dutch 
miles; the village having formerly been the place of refidence of the King of Goto, 
where I faw and fpoke witli him in the year 1698. 

This .kingdom is very inconfiderabfe in ftrength, which yet abates daily by its wars 
with Popo, that have continued for fome years fucceflively ; and they being pretty even 
in force, unlefs they‘make peace, their difpute is not like to be ended before one of 
them engages fome other country to their affiftance. But Aquamboe, who would keep 
them both on foot, takes care that neither be deftroyed, by fending affiftance of forces 
to the weakeft fide. 
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bosmak's GUarKA. 


473 

When Aquamboe was governed by two chiefs, as I fcave formerly told you, thofe 
of Popo had a ftrong fupporter of the old, as they of Goto of the young King ; thus 
each fide was continually furnilhed with Aquamboean props. 

But how it will go with them when the old King is dead, time will inform us. 
Thofe of Little Popo, in 1700, watched their opportunity, and, furpri^sjpg thofe of 
Goto, fell upon them and obliged them to quit their country ; but I doubt not but 
thofe of Aquamboe will foon reinftate them, and clap a bridle into the mouth of the 
Popoeans. 

The land of Goto is of a diredl contrary fort of n- ture to that of the Gold Goafl:; 
for as the latter is full of-hills, fo the former hath not one ; Jjut the foil is very flat, 
fandy, dry, barren, and \ id of all trees, except the palm or wild-cocoa • oi which it 
produceth a great j.uinbcr. This land is tolerably provided with cattle, at teaft as 
many as arc fuflicient to fupply its inhabitants. 

River-fifli is not wanting here, but they can get none out of the fea, by reafon of 
the violent burnings which extends from this place to Ardra, and farther along the 
whole Goal!. 

Their trade is that of flaves ; of which they are able fonietimes to deliver a good 
number, but yet not fo many as to lade a fliip. 

I found the inhabitants here very good-natured and civil. I received fevcral civilities 
from them, efpecially from the King : when I told him, that after having accompliihed 
iny merchandize at Fida, I defigned to return by land ; he olfered to come himfelf 
w'ith his whole force to receive me on the borders of his territories, and to conduft me 
beyond Rio Volta in order to feoure me from any mifehief from the ftrolling robbers. 
I thankfully accepted this kind offer, and I fhould certainly have made ufe of it, had 
not thofe of Little Popo (who had alfo promifed to condud me through the extent of 
their land) caufed me to be dilTuaded^from it by their ambafladors, under pretence they 
were afraid I might be fet on by the ’•''bbers before they came to me. 

This difluafive was very faint, and the faid ambafladors under-hand encouraged me to 
this land-tour, urging it as their private advice, which naturally difc^ivercd their villany : 
which was that they defigned to murther me on my journey, and confcquently have 
llolen all my goods; befides which, they would yet have cleared themfelves by urging 
that they advifed me againft going that w-ay. 

I was on this account frightened from undertaking my intended tour j by which I 
lliould otherwife have difeovered fome particulars wmrthy your curiofity. 

But to return to the inhabitants of Goto; in politics, religion, .and economics, they 
very nearly rcfemble thofe on the Gold Coaft, except that 1 found here a vaft quantity 
of idol gods. Their language is moftly that of Acra, with a very fmall alteration. By 
reafon their trade is fmall, they are very poor; very few of them being rich. Their 
moff; advantageous trade is taking a journey in-land and ftealing men, which they fell 
to the Europeans, that come here with their fhips. This is the belt part of their fub- 
fiftence, and indeed all I have to fay of them. 

From Goto to Little Popo is about ten miles; the count'-y being as the former, fiat 
land, without either hills or trees, and extraoVdinarily fandy, even -to fuch a degree 
that all viftuals tliere drefled are continually full of fand, and not edible; of which I 
was very fenfible during my three days continuance there: * ibr the King richly 
enough provided me with viftuals j but for the mentioned reafon I could not eat, but 
was forced to fetch provifions from on board our fhip to keep myfelf alive. 

This vaft quantity of fand, with which the whole land is covered, renders it fo barren, 
that the inhabitants %re forced to be victualled by thofe of Fida, or at leaft for the 
moft part. 

VOl. XVI. 
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The inhabitants here ar<? Wb remains of the kingdom of Acra behind our fort there; 
from whence they were formerly driven by the King of Aquamboe. Thofe who efcaped 
fettled here, where they may remain long enough j for it is not probable that they Avill 
ever return to the poflelTion of their country. 

I have akeady mentioned their wars with thofe of Goto. They are not very populous; 
but on the other hand are very warlike. Not many years fmee they had a brave 
foldier for their King, whofc name was Aforri, brother to the prefent King. This 
prince, on account of his valour, was very much feared and refpefted ; but his greateft 
ftock of fame redounded to him when the Phidalgo of Oft'ra rebelled againft the King 
of Great Ardra, his lord and raafter, whofe yoke he fliook bff, and befides killed our 
chief fador Holwerf. 

To revenge thefe accumulated crimes, the King of Ardra perfuaded King Aforri 
to come againft him with all his force ; which he did, and made fuch fliort work with 
thofe of Oft’ra, that he conquered as foon as faw them ; wafted their country, and 
delivered the oifonder into his fovereign’s hands : but not content with this victory, 
and puHicd on by the King of Ardra, he marched againft the people of Fida, anti 
encamped in their country ; but wanting powder, he delayed attacking the I'Kiafians, 
in expectation of having it fent him according to the King of Ardra’s promife; which 
he did not fail to do in large quantity under a good convoy ; but the Fidafians, gelling 
intelligence of it, fell upon the convoy with a very ftrong party, defeated it, and leized 
all the powder; which Aforri being informed of, and finding himfelf, for want of 
ammunition, not able to ftand againft his enemies, made a fpeedy as well as very fea- 
fonable retreat; for the Fidafians intended to havt* fallen on him with their whole 
force the next day, when he and all his army would probably have been very roughly 
treated. 

His enemies, informed of his flight, w^ere not in the leafl inclined to purfue him ; 
but on the contrary did not a little rejoice to find ihemfelves rid of fuch a dangerous 
enemy. 

Aforri being returned into his owm territories, w'as acquainted that his neighbours of 
Goto were ready to have aflifted Fida, if he had ftaid any longer in their countrv ; 
which he fo highly refented, that with utmoft animofity he took the field againft them, 
and defiling nothing more than to come to a clofe engagement with them, he attacked 
them, though ftronger than himfelf, but they received him fo warmly, that they had 
quickly killed a great part of his army : upon this, furioufly enraged and defperate, 
and carelefs of himfelf, he flew anionglt the thickeft ol the enemy, where he was lii 
furrounded that it was iinpoflible for him to return; upon which, with I'everal of his 
men, after ^valiant reflftance, he was left dead upon the fpot. 

The prefent King, though more peaceable and mild, yet prudently revenged his 
brother’s death on the Cotofians, always attacking them in their wcakelt comlition ; 
which meafures he purfued fo long as to drive them out of their country. 

The inhabitants of Popo, as well as thofe of Goto, depend on plunder and the flavc* 
trade; in both of which tfiey very much exceed the latter; for being endowed with a 
much larger (hare of courage, they fob more fuccefsfully, and confoquently by that 
meaiis iucreafe their trade : iiotwithftanding all which, to freight a Ihip with llaves, re¬ 
quires fome months attendance. 

In the year 1697, ™ three days time I could get but three flaves ; but they allured 
me that if 1 would have patience for other three days only, they fhould be able to 
deliver me one or two hundred. 1 feeraed to approve their propofal, but went on 
board under pretence of fetching fome goods alhore which they defired, and imme.., 
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diately weighed anchor and fet fall for Fida; whAe' I informed tliat that incur- 
fions fucceeded fo^well, that they returned with above ttiUpiXindred (laves ; which, for 
want of other (hips, they were obliged to fell to the Portuguefe. 

This nation is more than ordinary fraudulent and tmevilh. It is their common 
praftice to affure the merchant or factor that they have a (lock of (laves, only to draw 
him on (bore ; which having done they never part with him without having fleeced him, 
and befides detained him fcveral months. 

The Portuguefe are cheated by them more than any nation ; notwithftanding which 
they cannot avoid trading with them by reafon they are loaded with fuch forry goods, 
that they can fcarcely get,(laves any where elfe. 

In 1698, I found a Da '141 (hip there, which was ooliged to wait a longe*" fhne to 
deal for five hundred (laves, than I fpent in trading for two thoufand at Fi.’a: during 
which time they met with fuch ample proofs of their villanous nature, that 1 do not 
believe any of that nation will venture thither again. 

A year or two before this, they dealt in the (ame manner with an Englifh (hip, and 
befides cheated him of fome of his goods; but he coming thither again in my time, 
recovered his damages in the following manner : — As foon as he had dropt anchor 
before Popo, fome of the great men, ainongfl whom was the King’s fon, came on 
board him ; all which he clapped in the Bilboas : from whence he did not difeharge 
them till he was firft re-imburfed and had obliged them to pay a fum befides. 

In the reign of this King’s brother, this nation was more eafily dealt with, for when 
he had done his bufinefs, he would not fuller his fubjefts to impofe on the .Europeans. 
In his time, one of our Company’s (hips, in eleven days, dealt for above five hundred 
(laves, but that is not what is likely to happen again; for that nation is at prefent 
fo fraudulent, that undeniably every perfon that deals with them mull be more or lefs 
cheated. 

It is perfectly unnecellary to touch''any further on the nature and cuftoms of thefe 
people, fince being originally inhah.. ats of Acra, in religion and government they 
do not mucli differ from their country-men. 

During my (lay here, I found fuch an incredible number oi r .ts, that I thought 
myfelf bound in charity to advertife the inhabitants to be upon their guard and dellroy 
thofc vermin, left iucreafing upon them they Ihould in time drive them out of their 
country. 

I'bur miles eaftward from hence is the kingdom of Great Popo, whofe King was 
firft in fubjeftion to Inda, but the prefent King being fet upon the throne by the pre¬ 
fent King of Fida, in the room of his brother whom he had banilhed, in reward of 
the favours of the Fidafian monarch, he hath withdrawn his allegiance, and thrown 
off that yoke; at which the Fidafian was fo much enraged, (hat he rJfed a great army, 
wkich he Cent againlt Popo, together with the afliftance and ammunition which he 
received from fome f'rench (hips that then lay before Fida, defigning nothing lefs than 
to extirpate them, which he was alfo encouraged to hope, bccaufe the French (hips 
likewife failed to fall upon that country by fea : but Popo being an illand fituate in the 
midft of the river, both the French and Fidafians were forred to make ufe of floats to 
come at them ; and that nation had put itfelf in fuch a pofture of defence, that it not 
only received its enemies warmly, but after bleeding them, put them to flight, without 
the lofs of one man on their fide ; for they fired very briif'ly out of their houfes, and 
unperceived of their enemies, by which means they killed a great number of French 
and Fidafians, and fo difordered their forces, that throwing down their arms, they run 
over one another to make their efcape; and if the Popoeans had followed their vic- 
' 3 I’ 2 tory 
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tory, in all probability not ^ Frenchman would have efcaped alive, they not being fo 
fwifr as the Negroes. _ « 

Since this fo unfuccefsful enterprife, the King of Fida hath not ventured on any frefli 
attempts with his own forces, but hath been endeavouring even to this prefent time to 
hire other nations to engage in the quarrel; but though it hath already coft him large 
fums, yet the only fuccefs he has met with is to be cheated on all fides; wherefore, 
much againft his w'ill, he is obliged to fulfer the King of Popo in quiet poffeffion oi 
his ifland. 

The inhabitants of Popo have fcarcely any dwelling places, befides the King’s village, 
which, as 1 have told you, is an ifland, and that lb thinly peopled, and lb infefted by 
the Fidafians, that they cannot cultivate their land quietly/j wherefore they very fre¬ 
quently want provifions, and would be Itarved, if they were not furniflied with edibles 
irom even the Fidafians, their greatell enemies, who continually run the rilk of 
capital puniflnnents, by reafon of the profit they find to accrue by viftualling the 
Popoeans. 

The natives of Great Popo trade alfo in Haves, w'hich, if no fliips come thither, 
they fell to thofe of Little Popo; but their greatefl gain is by the fifli, which they 
catch in their river, and trade with abroad. 

Some years paft we had a houfe or lodge here, but by reafon of the declenlion of 
trade, fince the enmity betwixt Fida and Popo, after the death of our fadtor we left it, 
and fince that time we have not traded with them. 

This Popo is the firll place which can properly be reckoned to be in the country of 
Ardia: the Ardrafian language, with very fmall alterations, is here fpoken. 'I'he 
government alfo is here upon the fame foot, of which more in the deferijnion of Fida, 
where I fliall give you a Iketch of it. 

Juft eaftwards of Popo, the country of Fidijr takes its beginning, and four or five 
miles lower is the road and port. 'J'his port is fo Incommodious and dangerous, by 
reafon of the horrible burnings in the fca, that we cannot land here without running a 
great rilk; but in April, May, June, and July, the fea burns fo violently, that, ac¬ 
cording fo the proverb, he ought to have tw'o lives who ventures. 

About this feafon, difmal accidents are very frequent here, great quantities of goods 
are loft, and many men drowned; for the fea-burning is fo violent, and rolls fo, that 
a canoe full of people is over-turned, and the canoe fluttered into fplinters in a 
minute, by which means all that arc in it are in danger to be loft, except the rowers, 
who, through their Ikill in fwimming, may perhaps fave themfelves. I'his over- 
turning of canoes happens every day. 

When I w'as here, in the year 1698, befides flaves, there were five men loft here; 
viz. a Portaguefe captain, a clerk, and three Englifli failors, befides tw'o captains 
which were brought a-lhore for dead, and lived but a very littlb while after. 

This port hath coft me, or rather the Company, at feveral times, above two hun¬ 
dred pounds, and doubtlefs it inuft have been more expenfive to the Lnglifli and others, 
who have not fo good rowers. 

At this time of the yeaV we are troubled with another inconvenience, which is a 
ftrong eaftern ti(Je, which no boat or fhallop can Item by rowing, but thofe in the 
boats are obliged to fet them along by flicking their pole in the ground ; fo that what 
by one inconvenience or another we are detained here twice as long as is necelTary to 
our flave-trade; but when our fatigue is over, and we are got on fhorc,. we feem to, 
have paired from hell to heaven, for having efcaped the apparent dangers of the fea, ■ 
and difeerning fuch beautiful meadow-ground about half a mile off, we cannot heb 
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being over-joyed on the account not only of our deliverj^pbut likewife of the future 
pleafurefi this country promifes. 

For three feveral times I have lived here about three months, not that my merchan¬ 
dizing required fo long time; for reckoning one fhip with another, I could difpatch 
each of them in lefs than a month; and which is yet more, I have laden three in four¬ 
teen days ; but what obliged me to Hay was waiting for a yacht to carry me off, and 
prepaaing for my voyage. * 

During my Hay here, I ufcd all poffible means to difcover the length and breadth of 
this kingdom, but could never obtain a farther fatisfaftory account than that its extent 
along the fea-lhore is aboiA nine or ten miles; and a the middle, it reaches fix or 
I’eveii miles in-land; after vhich it extends like two arms, and in fome places v, ten or 
twelve miles broad, and in others much narrower; fo that it is impoflible for me to 
oblige you with an exaft account of its breadth, but I hope we fhall not quarrel. 

It is, however, unqueftionably certain, that this country is fo very populous, that in 
one village alone, as the King’s, or any of his viceroy’s villages, for inftance, there 
are as many people as in a common kingdom on the Gold Coaft ; and this land is well 
furnilhed with thefe large villages, befidcs innumerable fmall ones, which arc obferv- 
ablc tliroughout the whole country, fome not above a mufquet-fhot from each other, 
I’or thofe who live out of the great villages or towns build and fettle where they pleafe ; 
fo that each family builds a fmall village, which increafes as that multiplies. I'he great 
number of thefe villages, compofed of houfes which are round at the top« and en- 
compall'ed with mud walls or hedges, together with the great numbers of all forts of 
beautiful and lofty-trees, which feem defignedly planted in exadl order, afford the moft 
beautiful profpcdt in the world; to render which the more charming and perfcftly 
agreeable, not fo much as one mountain or hillock intcrpofeth to interrupt the view j 
but the whole is a fort of infenfibly Jifing ground, which is not difcovered till you 
have gone forwards an hour or two, when, turning back, your eyes are regaled with 
a profpett of the molf charming place that imagination can reprefent; nor can I be¬ 
lieve that any country in the world can Ihew the like. Hefido:. which, this land is 
covered with a beautiful verdure, compofed cither of grafs or trees, and plentifully 
provided with three forts of corn, beans, potatoes, and other fruits, which grow fo 
clofely to eaclt other, that in fome places a foot-path is the only ground that is not 
covered with them ; for the Negroes of this country arc fo covetous, that no place 
which is thought fertile can efcape planting, though even within the hedges which 
enclofe their villages and dwelling-places : and they are fo very greedy in this particular, 
that the very next day after they have reaped they are lure to fow again, without 
allowing the land any time for rell. 

The charms of this country have fo far tranfported me, that I have infenfibly paffed 
through it; but fince on account of its excellence (comparatively taken and confidered 
as on this Coalt), it deferves a very particular defeription : 1 therefore defign to divide 
it into three heads, viz. firil, 1 fliall treat of the nature and manners of the inhabitants; 
fecondly, of their religion and government; and, thirdly, of the cattle and fruits of this 
country. ' * ' • 

As the firft will take up the remainder of this letter, fo the other two Ihall be treated 
of each in a letter apart. But I defire you not to be tired if they‘all, but more efpe- 
daily this, happen to be fomewhat long; I fliall not grudge my pains in writing it; ' 
and if you put too ^reat a value on the time to read it, the remedy is eafy ; you may 
tear off what you will, and not walle fo much time on it as to perufe it. 
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But as to my firft particular, I mull needs fay, that the iphabitants of Fid a far ex¬ 
ceed all other Negroes (that I have had the opportunity of converfing with) both m 
good and bad qualities j as the following lines, if worthy your reading, will inform 
you : — 

I mull own, that, from the higheft to the loweft, they treat us in the moft civil, 
obliging, and engaging manner in the world j and as all Negroes continually teaze 
us for prelenis, thel'e, on the contrary, never defire beyond a morning draught, and 
had rather give than receive. When we trade with them, they are very well plcafed 
that we acknowledge the fervices they have done us; but they are incorrigibly fond of 
their ancient cuftonus, but this is fo reafonable that no uerfon can deny them that 
privilege. / 

They are fo civil to each other, and the inferior fo refpcftful to the fuperior, that at 
firft I was very much furprifcd at it; for if any of them goes to vifit his fuperior, or 
meets him by chance, he immediately falls on his knees, and thrice fucceffively kifl'es 
the earth, claps his hands, wifties his fuperior a good day or good night, and congra¬ 
tulates liim j ^vhich the other, cither fitting or Handing, or whatever pofture he is 
found in, barely anfwers, with foftly clapping his hands, and wifliing the other a good 
day; and if he is extraordinarily civil, he faith, it is enough. Ail which time the 
former remains fitting or proftrate on the earth, till the other departs, unlefs his affairs 
call him away ; when, after begging leave, he retires, creeping on the ground; for 
it would .be thought a great crime to fit upon a chair or bench in prefence of his 
fupprior. 

The like deference is paid by the younger to the elder brother, the children to the 
father, and the wives to their hulbands; none of which will delit^er or receive any 
thing to or from his or her fuperior, brother, father, or huiband, otherwife than upon 
the knee, and with both hands together, which ts a fign of yet greater fubjedion ; and 
if they fpcak to any of the faid perfons, their hand is always clapped before their 
mouth, that their breath may not offend the other. 

When two perfons of equal condition meet each other, they fall both down on their 
knees together, clap hands, and mutually falute, by wiftiing each other a good day; 
which ceremonies are alfo nicely obferved by their Ibllowers and dependants on each 
fide, which looks very agreeable. 

If a principal perfon liappen to fneeze, all thofe in their prefence fall upon their 
knees; and after having kifl'ed the earth, and clapped their hands, wilh him all hap- 
pinefs and profperity. 

AVhen a perlim is prefented with any thing by his fuperior, having received it, he 
claps it in^is hands, and afhr killing the earth, very fubmiffively returns thanks, hi 
ftiort, the inferior here ftiews as much refped to the fuperior, as 1 believe is pratftifed 
in any place of the world ; which is very different from the Negroes on the Gold Coaft, 
who live together without any diftimftion, like brute beafts; nor do they differ lefs 
from the mentioned Negroes in induftry, for whereas the Gold Goaft Negroes indulge 
themfelvcs in idlenefs as, their favourite vice; here, on the contrary, men as well as 
women are fo vigoroully induftrious &nd laborious, that they never defift till they have 
finilhed their undertakings ; and are continually endeavouring after work, in order to 
get money. 

Befides agriculture, from which the King and a few great men are only exempted, 
their manutaftures are fpinning of cotton, weaving of fine cloaths, making of cala- 
baffes, wooden veffels, Aflagayes and fmith’s-ware, and feveral other handicrafts, which 
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are in greater perfection here than on the Gold Coaft ; bcSides which, they alfo have 
fomc which the other have no knowledge of. 

Whilft the men are fo diligently employed, the women are not idle; they brew, or 
rather boil beer, and drefs viftuals, which they carry to market to fell, together with 
their hufband’s merchandize; fo that both men and women here are employed in 
getting of money, and each zealoufly Itrives to out-do the other. Hence it is that 
they live very fplendidly, and not as the Blacks on the Gold Coaft, who dare not 
think of a good morfel when it is dear; for thefe on the other fide, as well the 
higher as lower fort, eat o,f the heft that is to be go inn, as long as they have any 
thing to fupport it; and w^ .‘n that fails, they are upon the hunt to get more; but to 
alk them to work with an empty belly, would be to knock at a doaf-man’' dour ; on 
which account 1 tliink no man can blame them, fiiice it is but reafonable that they 
fliould, befme they begin, be fenfible for what thoy take pains. 

They woi k for I'niall wajps, and the fervice wliich the meaner fort do us confifts in 
carrying our goods from (he ftiore to the King’s village, where our houfe is. This 
being about three miles, for every burthen of goods we commonly pay from oigiit to 
twelve pence, in proportion to the weight of it; the price ot each burthen Ijeing 
exaclly adjufted. From hence you may colleCt, that the men work very cheaply here; 
but they play an affer-gamc, of which 1 lhall heioafter inform you. 

With a burthen of one hundred pounds on their head, they run a fort of continual 
trot, which is fo fwift, that we Hollanders cannot keep up with them without difliculty, 
though not loaded with an ounce weight. 

'I'liofe who are very rich here, befides hulbandry, in wdiich their wives and Haves 
are employed, under the n, drive a very confiderable trade, not only in Haves, but all 
other i'ort of commodities, 

I'hey are fo diiigx'ut iit tlie Have-trade,*that they arc able to deliver one thoufand flaves 
every month, if lliere are no Ihips at F ''n, w'hich is fubordinate to Great Ardra, and 
fituate but three mili*^ b .'iow h'ida, which makes a very confiderable alteration ; for the 
King of Great Ardra, tiirovig;') whofe territories moll of the Haves ;.r. obliged to pafs, 
wjieii the liiips are there, to lavour his own fuhjecfs, very commotily Hiuts up all the 
pafl'es to Fida by a very find prohibition ; upon which his fubjeds are obliged to deal 
by Health with thofe of Fida (againll wdioh King heistin irreconcilcable enemy), which 
yet they continually do, feciniirg not much concerned at their Kings’ difputes. Not- 
withftanding which, trade d<nh not flourilh lb well as when the King of Ardra loaves 
commerce open belwi.xt bis fubieds and thofe of Fida. 

I’he remaining cuftoras and manners of the natives of Fida, not ail'eding their reli¬ 
gious worfliip, are very like thofe on the Gold Coaft, excepting only, a.s 1 have already 
hinted, that thefe exceed the other in all particulars of living ; for whereas the former 
content themfelves wit It one, two, three, and the molt confiderable men, with eight, 
ten or twenty wives; they have here forty or fifty, tind their chief captains three or 
four hundred, fomc one thoufand, and the King betwixt four and five thoufand. 

Moll of thefe wives fervo to till the ground, for their hufbands only ; but .the moil 
beautiful ftay at home, where they are not yet cx'cufed from'working ;'befides which- 
they are obliged to I'erve and wait on their hufband. No rich Negro wll fuffer any man 
to enter the houfes where his wives refide. 

The men here are fo Itrangely jealous of their wives, that on the leaft fufpicion in 
the world, they fell them to the Ffiropeans ; being in this particular very difterent from 
the Negroes of the Gold Coaft, who ntakc no manner of fcruple of driving a public 
trade with their wives’ body. 
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The cuftom of this country is vaftly different from that; for if any perfon here pre- 
fume to debauch another’s wife, if the injured perfon is a rich man, the offender muff 
not only die, but fuch a crime is, bcfides that, fufficient to plunge his whole family 
into flavery. 

If any perfon happen barely to touch any part of the body of one of the King’s wives, 
defignedly, or by the niofl unforefeen accident in the world, his head, or at leaft his 
liberty, is thereby forfeited : he being, for a punifhment of his innocent crime, doomed 
to perpetual flavery. Wherefore all thofe whofe bufmefs lies near the King’s houfes, 
call out aloud that his wives may be informed there is a man thereabouts. 

For the fame reafon the King (as I have before hinted), is ferved by his wives in liis 
houfe, not permitting any man to enter the walls thereof, unlefs to repair it, or do 
what the women cannot, upon which occafion the women are obliged to retire to 
another part of it. 

When the workmen are tiling or repairing the King’s houfe, they continually call 
out, that the King’s wives may, during that time, keep w ithin j for if they fliould hap¬ 
pen to fee them only, it would be imputed to them as a crime. 

So when the King’s wives go to the field to w'ork, as they do daily by hundreds, 
they are certain, whenever they meet a man, to cry out, “ Stand clearafter which 
he either immediately falls on his knees or flat on the ground, and waits their palling 
by him, without prefuming fo. much as to look at them. 

On account of the leaft difguft or trifle, the King fometimes fells eighteen or twenty 
of his wives, which doth not at all lefl'en their number, for three of his principal cap¬ 
tains, to whom the government of the feraglio is entrufted, daily fupply their places 
with frefh ladi^; for w'henever they fee a beautiful virgin, they immediately prefeni 
her to the King, which none of his fubje6l:s dare prefuir.e to refufe or contradift. 

When a lady is prefented to the King that'happens to pleafe him, he does her the 
honour to lie with her twice or thrice ; after which flie is obliged to pafs the remainder 
of her life like a nun : for which reafon, the women are fo far from being greedy of the 
honour of being the King’s wives, that fome of them prefer a fpeedy death to fuch a 
miferable life. 

About two years pall thefe captains endeavoured to bring him a beautiful young maid; 
but fhe not being very fond of a nun’s life, fled from them, and they purfuing her, Ihe 
defpairing threw herfelf into a deep well, in which fhe was Hilled. 1 leave her cafe to 
be determined by the ladies. 

Upon the father’s death, the eldeft fon inherits not only all his goods and cattle, but 
his wives ; which he immediately holds and enjoyeth as his own, excepting his own 
mother •,»for whom he provides a feparate apartment, and fufficient fubfiftance, in cafe 
fhe cannot live without it. I’his cullom obtains not only with the King and captains, 
but alfo amongft the commonalty. 

This prefent King married two of his own daughters: but they dying quickly after, 
and his brutal pleafures being of a fhort duration, he imagines that the gods that way 
punifhed him for his crime; which hath drawn from him an oath never to repeat it for 
the future. ‘To prevent temptatioA, in my time he married his only daughter to fhe 
Englifh Company’s faftor here; and once talking very freely with him, I, in a jelling 
manner, impofed a fort of fine upon him for not having made me the firll offer of her. 
He willingly paid his fine, adding withal, that though his daughter was married, Hie 
was yet at my fervice, if I defired her, fince one word was fufficient to call her home. 
What think you, fir, are not this King’s daughters very cheap ? But the mifebief 
5 • 
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that marrying a King’s daughter in this country is not very advantageous, otherwife 
1 had not failed long fmce u> be happy that way. 

From fuch a multitude of wives, a great number of children may reafonably be 
expcdled. You may eafily believe this when I aver to you, I have fecn men that were 
fathers of above two hundred children ; but, however, to put it out of doubt, not 
only myfelf, but feveral others who have enquired into it, are afeertained of the truth 
of it in two inftances ; the firft of which is one of the King’s captains, that ferved us 
ll'veral years as an interpreter, whofc name is Agoei. 

I once afkcd him in prefence of one of our captains and my affillaiit, how many 
children he had, having -ilways obferved a good ni. mber with him; to which he, 
fighing, anfwered, that he ..ad been f) very unltappy in that particular, as no’ :o liave 
many, and that he could not pretend to above feventy ; 1 alked him whetiier he had 
not had ni'^re that were dead ; he told me yes, about as many as were at prefent alive. 
And yet this man thought that both thefe nurnber.s, making together one hundred and 
forty, were but a very hnall number ; from whence you may guefs what number is 
fufficient to tnake a man rich, or well-ftocked with children. 

I'he King, who was prefent at this converfation, allured me that one of his viceroys, 
aflilled by his fons and grandfoas with their Haves, had rcpulfed a powerful enemy 
which came againfl him. I'hat this viceroy, with his fons and grandfoas, could make 
iUit the number of two ihoufand, not reckoning daughters or any that were dead, 
judge then, lir, whether, if anew world were difcovCred, thefe men would, not be fit 
to people it. 

if what 1 Ivave told you is true, as 1 do not in the leall doubt but it is, being con¬ 
firmed by the King’s alfevoratioii in the prefence of all his principal men j and this whole 
country is i'o prolilic, iPis not very furprifing that it is fo populous, or annually fells 
fo many Haves. * * 

Having detained you long enough ' n the head of the marriages of the Fidafians, let 
us now take a view of their dealing with, or keeping the gixids of others. To this pur- 
pofe is what the Kuig faid to me the firlt time I came to Fida; TT\s Majefty’.s advice 
.ind charadler ot his fubjerts ran thus ; — “ 'I'hat his fubjects were not like iliofe of 
/Vrdra and other neighbouring countries ; which upon the leall umbrage received from 
•he Kuropeans would poifon them. This is,” continues'he, “ what you have no rea- 
loii to fear here; but 1 advife you to take particular care of your goods, for my people 
’.('em t(» be born expert thieves, and will rob you of no more than they can come at.” 

I was entirely fatisfied with this irank declaration of the King’s, relblving to be fo care¬ 
ful that their pilfering nature fliould not much redound to my damage ; but I reckoned 
. without my hoft, for 1 aiterwards found that they w'cre the greatefl and moll cunning 
• hieves in the world. * 

Except three or four of the moft confiderable nien, all this nation, high and low, 
rich and poor, are tainted with this vice. In iliort, not to exclude any body' in the 
whole country, as 1 have before hinted, they an' fuch expert thieves,, that they obliged 
a French merchant to fay of them, that they underftood the art of thievery better than 
the cut-purfes and pick-pockeis of Paris. Would^you know what extorted this chavadler 
of that nation from him j il was, that being ready to depart, he had packed up all his 
goods in liis pack-houfe, to which he had alfo added a great nun'ber of chickens, de- 
tigned tor his voyage, refolving to fliip ofi;' all the next day ; but he was excufed that 
trouble, tor when he came to his warehoufe next morning, he found neither goods nor 
•lowl, though the warehoufe was firm and clofe, and well locked, fo that he could not 
• ^ voj„ \\ (. -5 Q imagine 
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Imagine which way the thievery had been acted; though I afterwards difcovered ti»e 
trick at ray coft. 

The Negroes of the Gold Coaft are very thievifli, but are not to be compared with 
thefe. 1 never law a Ihip here of what nation foever, that they have not robbed of 
goods to a confiderable value; for, as I have already told you, it being three miles 
from the King’s vilfege' to the fliore, all which way we are nccellitatcd to make uie of 
thefe villains to carry our goods, they are hereby furniflied with the beft opportunity 
in the world to play their part; of which there is no hindering them : though inltead 
of Argus you had a watchman with a thoufand eyes, they would yet deceive him ; and 
if we happen to catch them and reprehend them for it, they have all'urance enough to 
alk us, whether we can imagine that they would work fo hard as they do, for fuch 
fmall wages, without the liberty of Healing. 

In my time the Englilh fewed up their fmall barrels of Boefies (the money of this 
country) in lacks, thinking thereby to have fecurcd them from the pilfering fingers of 
the Negroes; but they were miftaken ; for as they were carrying them, on the way, 
they cut the facks of the barrels, and dug out their Boefies at the chinks of the barrel 
with an iron chifl'el. I’hey are acquainted with an hundred feveral ways of Healing, 
which would be too long to recite here. I fliall only add that no perfon can provide 
againH them ; and if we complain to the King, we cannot exped any juHice, much 
lefs retribution. For though the King gives order to have the guilty fearched af ter and 
punifhed,.yet no perfon dare inform, for fear of the King’s eldell fon, who commonly 
fhares with, and confequently prote^s thefe villains. 

And if we fhould prefume to think, that when our goods are in the w'arehoufes, 
they are then in a fafe harbour, w'c fhould find ourfelves grofsly miHaken : at firH I 
was of that opinion, but having had Holen from me, in one night’s time, above the value 
of fixty pounds Herling in goods, I changed m^ opinion, believing that the only way 
to be free from their thievery, was to leave them and their country. I then found the 
locks of my warehoufe entire, and had very fafely kept the key fo that at firH I could 
not imagine which way the thievery was committed, but afterwards I difcovered the 
villany: I obferved that in the garret, which was thatched with reed and clay or mud, 
to prevent firing, they had made a hole, and afliHed by a pole with a hook at the end 
of it, had drawn out my goods. 

But they had made fuch a large hole in the Frenchman’s warehoufe, that a man 
might pafs through it. In fhort, go how it will, they are fure to Heal fomething ; but 
having laid enough on this fubjed, it is time to think of fomething elfe; and before we 
fpeak of their government and religion, we ihall give fome fhort hints on other fubjeds. 

The N^roes here are more richly cloathed than thole of the Gold CoaH, except in. 
gold and lilver, w'hich they have not here, nor are they acquainted with its worth, 
rhey wear five or fix cloaths, all of difl'erent forts, one above the other, the uppermoH 
of which is eight or nine yards long, which they wrap very decently about their body. 
None are permitted to wear red except thole of the royal family only. 

The women alfo wear a. multitude of cloaths or panes, heaped one over another, each 
of which is not. above a ykrd and half a quarter long, or a yard and a half long, of 
which they buckle their two ends on their bellies. I'hcfe cloaths very clofely cover 
the poHeriors, but fit very loofe before, infomuch that if the wind blow's a little frefb, 
what madeHy obliges to cover is frequently expofed. 

The Negroes tell us that this fafhion vras the women’s invention, and grounded on a 
contenience which they found in it, as doubtlefs every mode is fome way or other, 
ufeful. 

It' 
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*It is odd enough to obferve that all men, women and chjjdren go with their heads 
clofely (horn by a razor, and that without any covering in rain, wind, the fcorching fun, 
or be the weather how it will: and if it is certainly true that going with the head naked 
renders it very hard, I dare aver that the Negroes muft be very hard-headed, fince 
they are always bare in that part; and hence it is, as well as fropi rheir beards being 
clofely Ihorn, that the old men feem younger than they really arc. " 

If the Negroes on the Gold Coaft, when feized by fickncfs, are very diligent in the 
, ufe of medicines, and numerous ofl’erings for the recovery of their health ; the Negroes 
here exceed them, efpeciallyin the laft, which is the em- loymcnt of feveral whole days. 

The medicinal remedies ire the fame with thofe on u.e Gold Coalt, but the offerings 
are very different: here each perfon referves a place under the open air, vfuen fet 
apart for that purpofe, and hedged about with reeds and other trafh. In this confecrated 
place they continually facrjficc in order to obtain health and profperity. 

They are fo very fearful of death, that they very unwillingly hear it mentioned, for 
fear that alone fhould haften their end. No Negro in the whole country dare prefume 
to fpeak of death in prefence of the King or any great man, on penalty of undergoing 
it as a punifhment hirnfelf. 

The firft voyage I made hither, being upon my departure, I afked the King (who 
owed me about one hundred pounds fterling), who fhould pay me in cafe of his death 
at my return ; all thofe prefent were perfe£tly amazed at this queftion ; but the King, 
who underftood a little Portuguefe, taking me right, and finding that I was ignorant 
of their cuftoms, fmilingly anfwered, that 1 ought not to trouble myfelf about that, for 
he fhould not die, but always live. I foon perceived that I had been guilty of fome 
folecifm in their manners, wherefore I took my leave and retired to my apartment; but 
withal afking the captains which followed me the reafon of their aftonifhment. They 
replied, that no perfon, on pain of death, dared prefume to fpeak of death itfdf fo pub¬ 
licly in the King’s prefence, much lefs * dk of his own dying. I was then filent; but 
in my fecond and third voyage, growing more familiar wdth the King, and his before- 
mentioned great men, 1 have frequently ridiculed their vain fta. of death; and 
accuflomed them to it, fo that in time they began to laugh at it themfelves, efpecially 
the King (who is a very jolly fellow) when I frighted any of his captains with death ; 
but no Negro w'ill venture to open his lips on that fubjeft. 

The Negroes live in a manner by guefs, making no manner of diftinffion of times. 
They have no feftivals, nor divifions of hours, days, weeks, months or years, but 
reckon their fowing time by moon-fliines, and very well know that every three days 
there is a great market. 

They are fo accurately quick in their merchandize accompts, that theyeafijy reckon 
as juftly and as quick in their heads alone, as v'e with the afliftance of pen and ink, 
though the fum amounts to feveral thoufands; w'hich makes it very eafy to trade with 
them, and not half fo troublefome as to deal with other and much duller Negroes. 

I beg you would not be furprifed that I jumble my matter confufedly together, for 
not allowing myfelf time to digeft it; fo I defire you tvould pleafe to take it in good 
part, let it fall how it will: but if you defire wh 3 t I write to' be thrown into an accu¬ 
rate method, after you have received it, you have it in your own hands and power. 
But for the prefent, I can give you no further confolation, than tha*t the glafe is almoft 
run out, and this letter is very near its conclufion. 

Menftruous women are efteetned fo unclean, that they are not permitted entrance 
into the King’s, or other great men’s houfes, on lefs penalty than death, or perpetual 
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The circumcifion of ipfents, efpecially the males, is here cuftomary; but if thfty 
be afked whence this cuffoni was deduced, they readily anfwer, that it was traditionally 
handed to them by their ancertors, and they at prefent neither know the reafon nor 
fignification. 

I have juft hinted that the male-infants were circumcifed, in which you will perhaps 
think I am in the r%ht, fince the cuftom is fcarcely pradicable in the other fcx : but I 
can aflure you, fir, that fome girls are here liable as well as the boys. You, as a 
phyfician, need make no farther queftion on that head; and I refer the ignorant to 
what Mr. Arnold van Overbeck faith concerning the Hottentots at the Cape of Cood 
Hope. 

The Negroes differ very much from each other in the circumcifion of children ; fome 
do it at four, five, or fix, and others at eight or ten years of age. 

Their mufical inftruments are much better than thofc on the Gold Coail, and they 
are alfo much modefter in the ufe of them, for in the time of mourning tb.ey ncvei 
teaze you with the noife of them. 

They are very great gamefters, and willingly ftakc all they arc mafters of in the 
world at play ; and wdien money and goods are wanting, like the Chinefe, they Itake 
firff wife and children, and then land and body. 

Not to detain you any longer, 1 lhall pafs by their mufical as well as gaming inftni- 
ments, and conclude this from him, w'ho, at all times, and in all places, is, fir, 
yours, &c. 


LETl’ER XIX. Which briejly treats concerning the Government of I'ida ; capital 
Crimes very rare here ; Piinifvncnt of Murder^ and of violating one of the King’. 
Wives other Crimes charged with pecuniary Midfls pnly. — The Oath of Purgation, it: 
what Manner adminiftcred. — The Age of the King, his Temper, his Chamber of Audi¬ 
ence, domcjiic Office, Revenue, and Receivers thereof; what Portion accrues to the 
King by the Sale of a Slave ; his Revenue which arifes from Fijh, and his Cu/iom;., 
how much on each Ship ; concerning the Captains ; the Riches of this Prince ; at wha: 
Charges he is obliged to live, and his great Expenccs ; no Perfon permitted to fee the 
King cat, or know where he lodgcth, except his Wives ; his Prefents to the T.uropeans ; 
he is adored as a Demi-god ; his Cloaihs, and Children, and the Nature of the latter ; 
how he came to the 'Throne ; a barbarous Cuflom on occafion of the Death of their 
Kings ; the King’s Commands executed by his Wives, whence a plcafant Adventure is 
related. — The Religion and Superjiition of the Fidafians ; their Multitude of Idols, of 
which a Negro gave a very diverting Explication ; their Notion of the true God; 
their principal Deities ; firji of the Snake, to which great Offerings arc made, chief y 
by the King ; the Houfe of their chiifcjl God, where fituatc, of what Largenefs, and 
how found out; Oferings formerly fent by the King to the Snake-heufe, but at prefent 
abolijbed, and why ; a large Account of tBe King’s Revenue on account of the Snake's 
Worflsip, which Cheat, though known to be fuch by the Negroes, yet for certain Rcafons 
they dare not. oppofe it; he who injures the Snake condemned to the llamcs ; the tragical 
Fate of fome Englijh on-that account; another ,which bcfcl a Gold Coaji Negro ; Mul¬ 
titudes of Snakes' in the Dwelling-places of the Europeans ; the Author paid for the 
imaginary boarding of a Snake; thefe idolatrous Snakes do not injure Mankind; the 
Negroes cannot bear any Difeourfe again/i the Snake ; how they behave thcmfelvcs, if 
by chance they happen to kill one of them; a pleafant Adventure between a Hog and 
a Snake, which coji the Lives of fome Hundreds of the former ; the Trees are the, 
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fetond-raic Gods of the Natives of Fida ; the Sea their third God; on wh&t Occq/ions 
the two laji are honoured with Orifons and Sacrifices ; PrUtfis and Prkjiejfes in great 
Fjlccm ; the laJl called God*s Children ; their great Authority ; what- the Fidajiam 
think of diabolical Spirits, and Hell, in which Belief they have been long ftnce con¬ 
firmed ; Difcoiirfe betwixt a Fidafian Captain and an Augujline Friar. 

Sir, 

IN my laft, dated-, I divided my defeription of Fida into three parts; of the 

firft of which, I therein freated at large; and the fecond, namely, their government 
and religion, I (hall difpafch in this; but tlic firft p-.u of this head affording nothing 
very particular, I lliall not detain you long on it. 

I'lie government, for fo lar as it relates to the country, or the war, is vefted in 
the King and his principal great men; but in criminal cafes the King affembles his 
council, compofetl (ff certain perfons, opens the indidments to them, and requires 
each perfon to declare his fentiments, what punilhment the criminal deferves. When 
the verdict pleal'es him, execution is accordingly done in purfuance to it; but if he 
dillikes it, he obliges the council to retire, and punilheth the malefador according to 
his royal will and pleafure. 

Here are very lew capita! crimes, which are only murders and committing adultery 
with the King’s or his great men’s wives ; but the Negroes, as I have already hinted, 
being very fearful of death, are the moil careful people in the world how they incur 
that penalty. Notwithftanding which, from time to, time, feveral venture To far as to 
defcTve that punifhment, of which 1 lhall give you fome inftances that happened within, 
tlicfe live or fix years. 

The tw'o firft are of two Blacks, both executed for murder in the fame manner, viz. 
they were cut open alive, their intrails taken out of their bodies and burned; after 
which, their corpfc were filled with fait, and fixed on a flake in the middle of the 
fMarket-plac*^', where 1 faw them in iiiy firft voyage thither. 

About four years paft a Negro,'who had been tardy with one of the King’s wives, 
being caught, was, together with the female accomplice of his crime, brought to the 
place of execution in the open field, where he was fet as a mark for feveral great men, 
by way of diverfion, to fliow their Ikill in darting the Affagays at him, by which this 
poor wretch tvas miferably tormented. After this, in the prefence of the offending 
lady, he w-as bereft of his moft criminal member, and after being obliged to throw it 
into the fire himfelf, they were both put into a deep pit, being firft bound hand and 
loot; then their executioners fet a pot of boiling water upon the fire, out of which 
they by degrees laved fome on the poor criminals till it was half out, upon which 
they poured the remainder on them all at once, and filling the pit with cjwth, buried 
rliem alive. 

I'wo years after this, a young man was taken, that had fhtit himfelf up in the King’s 
dwelling-place in women’s habit, and eiqoyed feveral of the King’s wives ; but at laft 
fearing a difeovery, they refolved to take their flight; and not contented with having 
cuckolded the King, they defigned to make up good pack' of the King’s goods, which 
might fubfift them in another country ; but they were catched, attempting the latter 
part of their enterprife, though not all, but only the Negio and*one woman; and no 
torture inflifted on the former, was fufficient to extort from him a difeovery of any 
more, fo fentence paffed to burn him with the woman. 

The Negro feeing the King’s wives fo very forward to bring wooa to bum him, 
could not forbear laughing, thereby hinting that they were at prefent very dUigMit ro 
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fumifh fuel for the execution of him with whom they had paffed many a night very 
agreeably ; this he not only exprefled by his laughter, but publicly faid ; but would 
not accufe any of the guilty, for which reafon thefe two only were punifhed, who 
accompanied one another in life and death. 

From what I have faid you may obferve, that the King knows very well how to find 
out thofe who injure him; but in the affair of doing juftice to others he is fomewhat 
deaf. 

The remaining crimes of the Negroes are moflly compounded by a pecuniary mulft : 
which the King, without calling his captains to his afliflance, takes himfelf, except one 
of his favourites, named Captain Carter, wdio is juftly called the King’s foul; fince 
without him he will not do any thing, though even of the leaft importance. This per- 
fon, in my time, was, as we here call him. Captain Blank, or the captain to whom the 
European affairs were all entrufted. 

If any perfon here is accufed of any crime, and denies the faft, he is obliged to 
clear himfelf by Fetiches, as on the Gold Coaft;; or otherwife (which is here very 
common), he is brought to a river, not far from the King’s court; to which is aferibed 
the ftrange quality of immediately drowning all the guilty perfons which are thrown 
into it (contrary to the European manner of trying witches); but the innocent corn* 
clear out of it without any damage; fuppofing withal that they fave thendclves by 
fwimming: in which art all of them being very expert, I never heard that this river 
ever yet cqnviffed any perfon ; for they all come w'ell out, paying a certain fum to the 
King ; for which end alone I believe this trial is defigned. 

The viceroys in their governments generally follow the fame rule, and condemn the 
malefadors to pay a certain fum for their ufe. 

Having little more to fay concerning their govemmenti I ffiall now apply myfelf to 
the King’s houfehold and ftate. » 

The prefent King is aged fome years above fifty, but as vigorous and fprightly as a 
man of five and thirty : he is tffe moft civil and generous Negro that I have obferved 
among the black kind, and is never better pleafecl than when w’e defire a favour of 
him. It would be very qify to obtain whatever we afked of him, if a parcel of rafcally 
flatterers did not continually buzz Icffons of good hufbandry in his ears, not really out 
of kindnefs to him, but only in order to draw to themfelves what by their f rugal advice 
they prevent his bellowing on others: and I have obferved that he daily more and 
more hearkens to thefe fort of people; for iullead of being kind to us, he is now fo 
obftinate and humourfome in his trading with us, that we fcarccly know how to deal 
with him: for at firfl; he left it to us what to offer, now, on the contrary, he will have 
every thing his own way; he will h.ive the clioiceff and vendible part of our mcrchan- 
«iizes in eJffihange for his flaves, which falls very heavy on the merchant; for befides 
that, he Is obliged to give him one-third, fourth, or fifth, at leaft extraordinary for 
every Have; the bell goods being difpofed of, tlie remainder are not to be put off but 
to difadvantage: whereas if the King would be a little reafonable, as he was the firft and 
fecond time 1 was there, we could eafily difpofe of the whole cargo. 

This King’s train is fo very mean^ that it is fcarcely worth mentioning, he being 
attended by none but his jvives ojily. Once, or at moft, twice every year, he goes 
abroad, when he appears in a fort of fplendid retinue, more efpeciully accompanied 
with his wives, who amount to above one thoufand ; each of which is drefled in the 
richeft and moft fplendid manner. At this time all his moft beautiful wives, who are 
alwa^ clofely enough fhut up, may be feen; and with them a rich treafiire of coral,. 
wbicn is worth even more than gold. In this progrefs he is not accompanied with fo 
6 . much 
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much as one man; but he before-hand advertizes all his great men where he intends 
to divert himfelf, whither they go to wait for Itim, ftill taking care they keep for 
enough off his wives, as being allowed no greater favour than to fee them as they 
pafs by. 

The remaining part of the year the King remains in his houfe, indulging himfelf 
in no other diverfions than what his tvives afford him, except when he goes to the 
place of audience, in order to be informed by his captains if any thing hath happened, 
or to impart his commands to them. Which being done, he goes to the place of 
audience appointed for th^ Europeans, to difeourfe with them concerning commerce. 
Where, when he and I ha'd no other bufinefs, I havt. fpent many days in one fort of 
game or other (to all whicli, according to the genius of that nation, he’s itrangely 
addifted), we playing for an ox, hog, fheep, &c. but never for goods or money ; and 
I had always that advantage of him, that if I won, he immediately fent home my 
winnings: but, on the contrary, if 1 lofl, he did not defire to receive ray lofmgs. In 
this place of audience, there are two foot-benches, one broad covered with a cloth, 
and provided with an oval ftool, according to the cuftom of the country, this is for 
the King; and the other covered with mats for the Europeans to fit next the King and 
converfe with him, always bare-headed ; not that they are ordered to do fo, but be- 
caufe they always find that he is pleafed therewith. Whenever we enter this place 
of audience, we are defired to lay by our fwords, becaufe the King doth not like that 
any fhould appear armed before him. It is diverting enough to fpend a whole day 
with the King here ; for befidcs that he is very good company, he is continually enter¬ 
taining you with the bell that fie has to eat and drink. 

No perfon is fiiffered to drink out of the fame glafs or cup with the King, but he 
hath always one kept particularly for himfelf; and that which hath but once touched 
another’s lips he never ufes more, though it be made of metal that may be cleanfed 
by fire. 

When any of the Europeans eat in his prefence (which he is very fond of), the table 
is indifferently regularly furnifhed and ferved. All his great men or :,obles lie proftrate 
on the earth around, as long as he is prefent, without daring to rife: and what the 
J’.uropeans leave at their table is bellowed upon them, which they very greedily eat, 
whether they like it or not, and though they have ten times better at hqme ; and were 
it not to affront the King’s diet, would not touch it. 

'I'he pofls or offices which this King beftows, are of three forts: firft, the viceroys, 
here called Pliidalgocs or governadors, which compofe the firll ftate of the kingdom ; 
thefe in the King’s abfence, and in their viceroyalties, command as arbitrarily and keep 
up as great flate as the King himfelf. 

The fccond are his chief-captains, here called grand-captains, though moil of - them 
are withal viceroys over fome country or other. 

The third are the common captains ; of which there are a great number; and each 
of thefe hath a particular character: he to whom the care of the market is entruffed, 
is captain of the market; by the fame rule another is captain of the flaves, a third of 
the Tronks or prifons, another of the fhore. Jji fliort, for every affair that can be 
thought of, the King hath appointed a captain overfeer. ^Befides which there are a 
great number of honorary captains without any offices ; for each dr all which pofts in 
proportion every perfon is obliged to pay the King a good fum of money, though he 
hath always the honour of bellowing it only out of his eipecial favour. 

, This King’s revenue, in proportion to his country, is very large; of which, I be¬ 
lieve, he hath above one thoufand colleflors, who difperfe themfelyes throughout the 
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whole land, in all market-roads and paflages, in order to gather the King’s toll, which 
amounts to an incredible fum ; for there is nothing fo mean fold in the wliQ^Ie king¬ 
dom, “that the King hath not toll for it: which, indeed, if all honeftly paid to him, 
wouj^ make him very rich ; but the gentlemen-colleftors fo largely fleece it, that the 
King fcarcely receives one-fourth part of the whole. 

There are fJiree principal colleftors appointed over the flave-trade; each of which 
is to receive a rix-dollar for the King’s toll, for every flave that is traded for : but thofe 
gentlemen, like the reft, agree under-hand with thofe who fell the flaves; fo that 
the King receives nothing of it: but with relpcd to the flaves which are fold for 
Boefies (the money of this county), fomewhat better care is taken, for the fum con- 
tradled for is paid m the King’s prefence; out of which he receives three rix-dollarf: 
for every flave : notwithftanding which care, though he is the leaft cheated, yet fome 
of his fubjects are fo fly as to fetch their money for their flaves by night, oi- at unfea- 
fonable times, and confequcntly cheat him ; and on account that we have continual 
occafion to make ufe of them, we cannot deny them their money whenever they de¬ 
mand it. 

Theexacl half of all the fines and tolls in his viceroyaltics accrues to him ; but 1 be¬ 
lieve he w'ould be very well fatisfied if he could but get one-fourth. 

I’here are two very large rivers at Fida : one of which runs by the two Popos, the 
other by Jackin: they are fo plentifully ftored with iilh, that the King’s toll out of 
each of them is worth one hundred flaves, which yet is not above half what the col¬ 
lectors receive. 

lb the foregoing revenues of the King may be add^d that from each fliip which 
comes here to trade, reckoning one with another, cither by toll, his own trade or 
cuftom, which comes to about four hundred pounds* fterling; and fometimes fifty 
fliips come hither in a year, though at other times not above h;df lb many: in fliurt, if 
the King were not cheated, he would have a vaft income, and be a potent prince, 
confidered as one of this country Kings; but compared with the oriental or other 
Kings, he makes indeed but a wretched figure : but it goes here as all the world over, 
each officer ftcals no more than he can, and the offices leem only to turn to the 
advantage of the poflfeflbrs, without the givers being much the better for them. 

But how great fljever the King’s revenue may be, he hath occafion enough for it; 
for befides the large lums w'hich he daily furniflies lor the deftruction of Poper, and to 
fubjeef Ofi'ra, befides thefe, I fay, and the nccefl'ary expences of his houfchold, toge¬ 
ther with the rich offerings he is obliged to make to his idol-gods, he is daily obliged 
to keep four thoufand men, and to provide them with meat and drink; and though 
fc( doth not efteem his fubjeCls more than his flaves, yet when he employs them he is 
obliged tfTpay them dear enough. 

His principal great men cat with him daily, or at Icall in his prcfcncc, for no'man 
is permitted to fee him eat, nor any woman befides his wives; which feems to me 
formerly deligned to create an imagination in the fubjects, that their Kings were fonie- 
what more than men, and w'ere to be refpe£ted and adored as gods; and that they did 
not, like othei* men, want the con:>mon fupplics of eating anid drinking, thftugh the 
King doth the laft before^^every-body. 

For the former r(;Sifon,' and one more which 1 fliall mention, no perfon is permitted 
to know the King’s lodging-place. I once very innocently alked his greateft minion, 
Carter, where the King lay at night; but he anfwered this queftion with another, 
which was, “ Where doth God lodge ? Juft as much is it pollible for us to know the 
King’s bed-chamber.” 
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This, I am apt to think, is done‘to preferve a deep refpeft amongft the people; and 
that upon a fudden onfet of the enemies, they fhould not immediately find the King, 
but that he may get time enough to fave himfelf by flight, 

Befides the above-mentioned expences, the King’s charge is very much augmlhted 
by his continual prefents to the Europeans; which, if he likes them and they receive 
them thankfully, are confiderable. 

Their tables are daily furnilhed by him with ftieep, hogs, fowl, beef, or what elfe 
can be gotten, together with bread, fruit, beer, and what thereto appertains, and all 
this in larger quantities thaSi their people really want. 

The Hollanders were in my time extraordinarily w'eli treated here, for the Kirj pro¬ 
vided them better than all other nations, and frequently fent them a double portion; 
but fmee the captains of fliips have managed the trade here, I am informed our nation 
is treated by the King with very fmall diftindtion ; for wliich thefe mailers of (hips are 
folely to blame ; for they, being utterly ignorant of the manners of the people, do not 
know how to treat them with that decency which they require; and the natives here 
being very judicious, have doubtlefs Icffcned their former efteem for them: upon 
which ground I dare prophetically aver, that they will certainly ruin the flave-trade* 
here, and fo manage it that every body lhall be obliged to pay dearer for (laves than 
ufually. But having touched on this fubjcdl in the feventh letter, I lhall quit it at 
prefent; as alfo that I may not anger the failors, who fancy they underftand the flave- 
trade as well as we Qqrfclves; but fince I have fo often mentioned that commerce, I 
fliall deferibe how it is managed by our faftors here. 

The firft bufinefs of one of our fadlors when he comes to Eida, is to fatisfy the 
culloms of the King and the great men, which amount to about one hundred pounds 
in Guinea value, as the goods mull yield there. After which w'e have free licence to 
trade, which is publiflied throughout the wdiole land by the crier. 

But yet before we can deal with any perfon, we are obliged to buy the King's whole 
flock or Haves at a fit price ; which is commonly one-third or one-fourth higher than 
ordinary: after which we obtain free leave to deal with all his fubjeds of w^hat rank 
foever. But if there happen to be no flock of Haves, the fadlor mull then refolve to 
run the rilk of trufting the inhabitants with goods to the value of one or two hundred 
Haves; which commodities they fend into the in-land country, in order to buy with 
them flaves at all markets, and that fometimes two hundred miles deep in the country; 
for you ought to be informed that markets of men are here kept in the fame manner as 
thole of beafts with us. 

Not a few in our country fondly imagine that parents here fell thei” children, men 
their wives, and one brother the other : but thofe who think fo deceive thamfclves j 
for this never happens on any other account than that of neceflity, or fome great crime : 
but moll of the flaves that are offered to us are prifoners of war, w'hich are fold by the 
vidors as their booty. 

When thefe flaves come to Fida, they are put in prifon all together, and when we 
treat concerning buying them, they are all brought out tygtther in a large plain; 
where, by our chirurgeons, whofe province it is, they are thoroughly examined, even 
to the fraalleft member, and that naked too, both men and Wmevu, without the leafl; 
dillindion or modefty. Thofe which are approved as good are fei on one fide; and 
the lame or faulty are fet by as invalids, which are here called Mackrons. Thefe are 
fuch as are above five and thirty years old, or are maimed in the arms, legs, hands, 
dr feet, have loft a tooth, are grey-haired, or have films over their eyes; as well as 
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all thofe which are aflefted with any venereal* diftemper, or with feveral other 
difeafes. 

The invalids and the maimed being thrown out, as I have told you, the remainder 
are |||umbered, and it is entered who delivered them. In the mean-while a burning 
iron, wdth the arms or name of the Companies, lies in the fire; with which ours are 
marked on the breaft. This is done that we may diflinguifli them from the Haves of 
the Englifli, French, or others, (which arc alfo marked with their mark) and to pre¬ 
vent the Negroes exchanging them for worfe; at which they have a good hand. 

I doubt not but this trade feems very barbarous to you,^ but fmcc it is followed by 
mere neceflity, it muft go on ; but we yet take all poflible care that they are not burned 
too hard, efpecially the women, who arc more tender than the men. 

We are feldom long detained in (he buying of thefe Haves, becaufe their price is 
cftabliflicd, the women being one-fourth or fifth part cheaper than the men. I’he dif- 
putes which we generally have with the owners of thefe Haves arc, that wc will not 
give them fuch goods as they afle for them, efpecially the Boefies (as I have told you, 
the money of this country), of which they are very fond, though we generally make 
,a divifion on this head in order to make one fort of goods help ofl’ another, bccaufe 
thofe Haves which are paid for in Boefics cofl the Company one half more than thofe 
bought with other goods. The price of a Have is commonly- 

When we have agreed with the owners of the Haves, they arc returned to their pri- 
fon; where, from that time forwards, they are kept at our charge, colling us two-pence 
a-day a Have, which ferves to fubfift them, like our criminals, on bread and water : fo 
that to fave charges, wc fend them on board our fliips with the very firll opportunity ; 
before which their mafters llrip them of all they have on their backs, fo that they 
come aboard ftark-naked as well women as men : in which condition they are obliged 
to continue, if the mailer of the Hiip is not fo charitable (which he commonly is) as to 
bellow fomething on them to cover their nakednefs. 

You would really wonder to fee how thefe Haves live on board; for though their 
number fometimes amounts to fix or feven hundred, yet, by the careful management 
of our mallcis of Ihips, they arc fo regulated that it feems incredible: and in this 
particular our nation exceeds all other Europeans; for as the French, Portuguefe, and 
Englilh flave-fliips are always foul and llinking, on the contrary ours are for the molt 
part clean and neat. 

The Haves are fed three times a day with indifl'ercntly good victuals, and much better 
than they eat in their own country. I'heir lodging-place is divided into two parts; one 
of which is appointed for the men, the other for the women; each fox being kept 
a-part: here they lie as clofe together as is polliblc for them to be crowded. 

We ar^ometimes fufliciently plagued with a parcel of Haves, which come from a far 
in-Iand country, who very innocently perfuade one another, that we buy them only to 
fatten and afterwards eat them as a delicacy. 

When we are fo unhappy as to be pellered with many of this fort, they rcfolve and 
agree together (and bring, over the rell to their party) to run away from the fliip, kill 
the Europeans,, and fet tffe veflel a-ftore ; by which means they defign to free them- 
felves from being our food*. I have twice met with this misfortune; and the firll time 
proved very unlucky to me, I not in the leafl: fufpefting it; but the uproar was timely 
qualhed by the mailer of the fliip and myfclf, by caufing the abettor to be Ihot through 
the head, after which all was quiet. But the fecond time it fell heavier on another 
/hip, and that chiefly by the carelelTnefs of the mailer, who, having fiflicd up the 
anchor of a departed Engli/h /hip, had laid it in the hold where the male Haves were. 
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^ lodged ; who, unknown to any of the fliip’s crew, poflefled thcmfelves of a hammer; 
witli which, in a lliort time, they broke all their fetters in pieces upon the anchor: 
after this they came above-deck and fell upon our men ; fome of whom they grievoufly 
wounded, and would certainly have multered the Ihip, if a French and Engli{h*lliip 
had not very fortunately happened to lie by us; who, perceiving by our firing a dif- 
trefs-gun, that fomething was in difordcr on board, immediately came to our afliit- 
ance with chalops and men, :md drove the Haves under deck : notwithitanding which, 
before all was appeafed, about twenty of tliem were lulled, d’he Portuguefe have 
been more unlucky in this‘'particular than we; for in our years time they loft four 
Ihips in this manner. 

Thus believing I have fiiniciently digrefted concerning the flave-trade, I n.uft return 
to my fubjeft, which was the King of J<'ida. Who, 1 am obliged to tell you, is feared 
and reverenced by his fubjeds as a domi-god. None of his lubiods, of what degree 
foever, as you have bt'cn already told, appears in his prefence otherwife than kneeling 
or proftrate on his belly : when they go to fidute him in the morning, they proftrate 
thcmfelves before the door of his hoiifc, kil's the earth three times fucceffively, and, 
clapping their hands, whifper fome words tending to the adoration of the King. 
'I’his done, they crawl in on all four, where they repeat the fame reverence. His 
prefence is fo awful to them, that with a fingle word he makes them to tremble; but 
as foon as his back is turned, they immediately forget their fear, not much regarding his 
commands, and always knowing Iiow' to appeafe and delude him with a lie or ‘tw’o. 

The King is very magnificently cloalhcd in filk, or gold and filvcr Huffs; but<lie 
is more cfpecially drelfed better than ordinary when he goes fo vifit any of the Euro¬ 
peans ; w'liich he can eafily do unfeon of any, ail their dwellings being built round his 
court, if it may be fo called. 

Our lodging here, w hich the King raufed to be built for me, is very large, con¬ 
taining threx; warehoufes and feven chs.n.oers, befides a beautiful court within adorned 
on each fide with a co.ered gallery. But the lodgings of the reft of the Europeans are 
very mean and inconvenient. 

The King’s children, befidcs the fmall ones yet kept within doors, are four, viz. 
three fons and one daughtei ; all which are very haiullome, efpccially the cldeft, who 
Is the molt beautiful Negro 1 ever yet fav. in my life, but it is pity fo agreeable a body 
Ihould be inhabited by inch a villanous foul. Purfuant to his birth-iiglit he is heir- 
apparent to the crow'n, but he is of Inch a fraudulent and perverfe nature, that it is to 
be hoped he w'ill not fuccceil; but if he doth, the laud will fulFer very much, lie 
hatii his emifl'aric's in all quarters, to fteal from the Europeans as well as Blacks ; and 
what is yet more, he doth not cxcufe even the King his father. He is c.xacV^; of the 
fame nature with the owls, which take their fiighr on*y !)y night; for he never goes 


out of his houfe till the evenbg, when I ban e feverai times had the honour to be vilited 
!)y him. One realbn w hy he doth not go abroad in the day-tin)e, is owang to his 
haughty temper, w'hich will not allow him to flicw himl'elf to the commonalty ; and 
the other is feverai times to avoid the necclfity cd' appearing in air father’s prefence. 

The King’s fecond fon is very like h.is father, to whom f^te is not inferior in all 
manner of civility, wherefore the great men make iheir cou;;t ro Ehit; and for this 
' rcafon 1 doubt not, but after the King’s dcceafc, this realm will be engaged in a civil 
war, for the greateft number will endeavour to place the youngeft fon on the throne; 
W'hich the eldeft, aflliled with foreign and domeftic force, will as vigoroufly oppofe. And 
if,' at that time, the Europeans happen to be able, they will aft very prudently iir 
£4*oufing the party of the youngeft brother, as they did in the cafe of the prefent 
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King^ who, though the younger brother, yet by reafon of his natural goodnefs, was 
fixed by fofce on the throne by the Dutch, French, and Portuguefe, his elder brother 
being, by their means, driven out and baniflied the country, which is the principal 
reafon that he at prefent is fo fenfibly inclined to favour the Europeans. 

I cannot here omit the pernicious cuftom of this nation on occafion of the King’s 
death, which is no fooner publicly known than every perfon falls a ftealing, to as great 
a value of his neighbour’s goods as he can polTibly come at, and that openly in the 
face of the whole world, without being liable to any punilhment, as though the death 
of the King put an end to all manner of reafon and juftice., This robbery is continued 
till a new fcng is confirmed in the throne, who, by public proclamation, forbids it, and 
he is immediately therein ftridlly obeyed. And if the chief commanders cannot agree 
in the eftabliftiment of a new King, they, notwithftanding, to prevent the continuance 
of this diforder, tell the people that they have chofen a new King, and in his name 
publilh the before-mentioned proclamation. 

The choofing or confirming of a new King feldom continues long in difpute; for 
the eldeft fon no fooner hears of the King’s death, than he immediately makes his 
intereft amongft his friends, to take poffeflion of the late King’s court and wKts ; and 
fucceeding happily in thefe particulars, he need not doubt the remainder, for the com¬ 
monalty will not eafily confent that after that he (hall be driven from the throne : this 
feems fomewhat like Abfalom’s defign on his father David. To accomplilh this defign, 
the younger brother’s party are always careful enough that he is near at hand, in order 
to take polfelTion of the court. 

You cannot but remember that 1 have informed you of the multiplicity of the King’s 
wives, who are fometiraes made ufe of by him as executioners of the fentences he 
pronounces againft offenders; which is only done by fending three or four hundred of 
them to the habitation of the malefador, to ftrip his houfe, and lay it level with the 

g round j for all perfons being forbidden, on pain of death, to touch the King’s wives, 
ley are enabled to execute his commands without the lead interruption. 

Juft before my arrival at Fida, there happened fomewhat fo pleafant, that I cannot 
help imparting it to you: a Negro of my acquaintance, and who in procefs of time 
did me very confiderable fervices, being before-hand advertifed that he was accufed of 
a certain crime to the King, and that orders were iffued out accordingly to plunder 
and demolifli his houfe; his time being too (hort to clear himfelf to the King, and 
being innocent, he refolved, inftcad of flying from his houfe, according to cuftom, to 
remain at home and expeft the King’s wives, who foon after came, and, contrary to 
their expedation, found him at home; upon which they commanded him immediately 
to retire, and not interrupt the execution of their orders; but inftead of obeying them, 
he had ^ced a heap of two thouland weight of gun-powder juft by him, with which 
he, with terrible imprecations, threatened to fire and blow up himfelf, with them, in 
the air, if they came nearer him. They were fo far from liking this, that, difmally 
affrighted at his threats, they made the beft of their way back to the Khig, to acquaint 
him with their ill-fuccefs; but they were not fo expeditious but that the Negro was 
too quick for them, and ^fo handfotnely acquitted himfelf to the King, and brought 
fuch clear proofs of hi^ innocence, that his fovereign declared him innocent; and 
thus, by a dextrous management and prefence of mind, he freed himfelf from immi¬ 
nent danger. 

But enough on this fubjeft, which I might eafily have paffed over in filence: it is 
now time to come to my promifed fubjeft, the religion of the Fidafians. 
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I have already intormed you, that the greateft crimes committed at Fida are genera^ 
compenfated by money; and what followeth, will convince you that their religion 
feems only founded on the fame principle, intereft. 

Their religion is fuperftitious, to a greater degree than any I ever yet heard of in 
the world ; for allowing the ancient heathens to value themfelves on thirty thoufand 
deities, 1 dare yet aver, that thofe of Fida may juftly lay claim to four times that 
number. 

I once alked a Negro, with whom I could talk very freely, and whom I had alfo a 
good opinion of (being tlje fame who had the adventure with the Kang’s wives already 
related), I alked hint; i fiy, how they celebrated the r divine worlhip, and what num¬ 
ber of gods they had ; he, laughing, anfwered, that I had puzzled him ; a.’'*. alTured 
me that nobody in the whole country could give me an exa£l account of it; “ For, as 
for my own part,” continued he, “ I have a very large number of gods, and doubt 
not but others have as many.” And I telling him that only three gods were owned 
to me by the inhabitants, and defirlng him withal to give me fome account of the reft, 
he obliged me with the following anfwer, that the number of their gods was endlefs 
and innumerable : “ For,” faid he, “ any of us being refolved to undertake any thing 
of importance, we firft of all fearch out a god to profper our defigned undertaking; 
and going out of doors with this defign, take the firft creature that prefents itfelf to 
our eyes, whether dog, cat, or the moft contemptible animal in the world, for our 
god : or perhaps, inftead of that, any inanimate that falls in our way, whether a ftone, 
a piece of wood, or any thing elfe of the fame nature. This new-chofen god is im¬ 
mediately prefented with an offering, which is accompanied with a folemn vow; that 
if he pleafeth to profper our undertakings, for the future we will always worlhip and 
efteem him as a god. If our defign prove fuccefsful, we have difeovered a new and 
affifting god, which is daily prefented with frelh offerings; but if the contrary happen, 
the* new god is rejefted as an ufel-*-' tool, and confequently returns to his primitive 
eftatc.” Ke went on in thefe following words, We make and break our gods daily, 
and confequently ar^* the mailers and inventers of what we facrifice to.” 

This divine fervice is not new in the world, nor were the firft men ftrangers to it. 
But how thefe notions reached Fida, is what I dare not prefume to determine. So far 
the Negro. 

I was very well pleafed to hear this Negro talk in this manner concerning his country 
gods; but having converfed with him for tome time, I obferved that he ridiculed his 
own country gods, for having in his youth lived amongft the French, whofe language 
he perfeftly underftood and fpoke, he had amongft them imbibed the principles of the 
Chriftian religion, and fomewhat towards a juft notion of the true God, and how he is 
to be worlhipped ; to whom, and not to his country gods, he aferibed thv‘creation of 
all things; wherefore he no farther concerned hinilelf with the gods of his country, 
than as engaged to it for quietncfs-lake, or to make his friends ealy, to whom he durft 
not reveal his opinion, fearing (what would certainly have happened) the falling into 
fome dangerous circumftances; for, as ftrong as his faith was, it was not arrived to 
that pitch as to oblige him to fuft'er lofs of goods on th^t account; fo that we may 
juftly cry out, “ O! how weak was his faith I” ^ 

It is certain that his countrymen have a faint idea of ti e trUe god, and aferibe to 
him the attributes of Almighty and Omniprefent; they believe he created the liniverfe, 
and therefore vaftly prefer him before their idol-gods; but yet they do not pray to him, 
>r oft'er any facrifices to him; for which they give the following realbns: God, fay 
hey, is too high exalted above us, and too great to condefeend lo much as to trouble 
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or think of mankind; wherefore he commits the government of the world 
” to their idols: to whom, as the fecond, third, and fourth perfons, dillant in degree 
from Godj and our appointed lawful governors, we are obliged to apply ourfelves; 
and in firm belief of this opinion they quietly continue. 

Their principal gods, which are owned for fuch throughout the whole country, are 
of three forts: firlt, a certain fort of fnakes, who poffefs the chief rank amonglf their 
gods. How would our countryman, Becker, author of The World Bewitched, divert 
himfclf with the contrary opinions of the fons of Adam! For as we take the ferpent 
for the fatal deftroyer of the human-race, fo thefc of Fida, or* the contrary, cfteeni him 
tiieir fupreme blifs and general good. But this by way of paronthefis only. 

Their fecond-ratc gods are fome lofty high trees, in the formation of which dame 
Nature feems to have exprelfed her greateft art. 

The third and meaneft god, or younger brother to the other, is the foa. Thcfe three- 
mentioned are the public deities, which are worlhipped and prayed to throughout the 
whole country; and each of thefe, according to their ridiculous perfualion, hath its 
particular province, like the officers of a King or Prince j with this difl'erence only, 
tliat the fea and trees are not permitted to intermeddle with what is entrufied to 
the fnake; which, on the contrary, hath an influencing power over both the other, 
in order to correct them when they prove idle or lazy. 

They invoke the fnake in cxccffively wet, dry, or barren feafons; on all occafior.s 
relating to their government and the prefervation of their cattle; or rather, in one 
word, in all necelfitics and difficulties, in which they do not apply to their new batch 
of gods; and for this reafon very great ofl'erings arc made to it, el'pecially from the 
King, who, on feveral occalions, by mitigation of the priefts, and the great men, Ins 
creatures and the priefts’ tools, fend very rich offerings to the fnakc-houfe. But 1 am 
of opinion, that thefe roguilh priefts fweep all the mentioned oflerings to themlelves, 
and doubtlefs make themfelves very merry with them. 

Thefe offerings arc commonly compofed of money, fomc pieces ox fiik or ftuix, an 
forts of EW'opeau and African commodities, all forts of cattle, ;>’vt^-^i-nod eatables and 
.^dtjnks ; all wnich are fo frequently exadled from the Kipr that he fometitnes grows 
tirc(I‘*..^nd refufeth them. This I had once an opportnuy of obferving ; for finding 
him very v.niuch enraged, I made no fci'uple to afkdin, “ What had fo much dil'pleafed 
him ?” He very'; freely told him, “ I’hat t’at year he had fent much larger offerings 
to the fnake-houfe inhcin ufual, in oatlr to obtain a good crop ; and that one of his 
viceroys (whom he fhewetl me"; had defired him afrelh, in the name of the priefts, 
who threatened a barren year, to fend yet more.” To which he anfwered, “ That he 
did not intend to make any farther offerings this year; and if the fnake w*ould not 
beftow a plSfitiful harveft on them, he might let it alone ; for (faid he) 1 cannot be 
more damaged thereby, the greateft part of my corn being already rotten in tlic lield.” 

I, fmiling, obferved, that the King would have added luiother prefent, if he could Inivc 
hoped for any advantage by it; but to make ofl'erings barely for another’s intercJl, he 
was not very fond of j wherefore the petitioner was obliged to depart, without ob¬ 
taining his end, which wentdown but /aidiff'erently with him and the priefts, who had 
promiied themfelves anothem'ort of fuccefs. 

The fnake-houfe, Wiiich/ have fo frequently mentioned, is fituatcd about two miles 
from the King’s village, and built under a very beautiful lofty tree j “ In which (fay 
they) the chief aitd largefl of all the fncikcs refides.” lie is a fort of grandfather to 
all the reft ; is reprcfenicd as thick as a man, and of an unineafuj»ble length. He 
inuft alfo be very old, for they report that they found him a great number oi years ,, 
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paft ; -when, by reafon of the wickedncfs of the men, he left another country to come 
to them, at which, being over-joyed, they welcomed their new-come god with all ex- 
preffible figns of reverence and high veneration, and carried him upon a filken carpet 
to the fnake-houfe, where he is at prefent. 

I'liis roguifh fnakc probably had the fame freaks in his tail, which the old heathen 
gods were afteded with when they ran away from one country to another; wherefore 
they were fometimes obliged to bind their god-heads fail; of which thofe poor wretches 
w'ho loft the fnake were not aware, otherwife they might have ftopped his journey. 
But wherefore do I fpend ihy time in making refledio’>,, fince I have more important 
fubjeQs to handle. 

The Kings of Fida were formerly accuftomed to annual pilgrimages to die fnake- 
houfe, which w'as celebrated with great magnificence, and concluded with yet greater 
prefents: for the King not only made very rich offerings, but alfo beftowed very large 
prefents on the great men tliat accompanied him; fo that this pilgrimage commonly 
coft him feveral thoufands. But the prefent King hath broken oft* this cuftom, which is 
accordingly grown in difufe for feveral years paft. In his laft tour which he made to 
the fnake-houfe, he was (as I am informed) accompanied by Monfieur Ducas, a 
French captain, who was ridiculous enough, to the fcandal of all F.uropeans, to drefs 
himfelf in tigers’ flsins and other fort of trifles, and lead the King in this equipage to 
the fnake-houfe. If this adion is true of him, it is worfe than that of Naamaa the 
Syrian, who, hardly converted, alked leave to fupport his mafter in the houfe of Rim- 
mon. But this is a digreflion very wide from our purpofe. 

1 he King then, as 1 have told you, doth not make this pilgrimage in perfon, but 
orders it to be done by fome of his wives, which does not prove near fo expenfive j and 
this I believe is the only reafon why he leaves it oft’. 

But as the fnake fendee proves very expenfive to the King, fo the revenue which 
he dj®ft'S from thence is not inconfidciuole. Annually from the time when the Maize 
or fmall Milhio is fc-.'. ed, till it grows up to man’s height, the King and prieft’s plough 
turns to a very great account to them j for the people here, which do not fee much 
farther than their nofes, imagine that during this whole feafon the fnake or fnakes 
make it their bufinefs every evening and night to feize all the beautiful young women 
which plcafe them, and to make them diftrafted ; wherefore their parents or relations 
arc neceftitated to caufe thefe girls to be brought to a particular houfe, built for that 
purpole, where they are obliged to ftay feveral months, as it is given out, to cure them 
of their madnefs; during which time the relations are obliged to furnifli them with all 
manner of ncceffaries, and that fo plentifully, that the priefts can alfo handfomely fub- 
lift on it. , 

'Fhc appointed time of their confinement being over, and being cured of the dif- 
temper with which they were never afflifted, they obtain leave to come out; before 
which they muft pay the charge of their cure and keeping, which is adjufted in pro¬ 
portion to the circuraftances or their relations; and, one girl with another, amount to 
about five pounds; and the number of young girls thus impriloiied riles to feveral thou¬ 
fands, each confiderablc village having a particulaf houfe ajfpointed iot that purpofe, 
and fome which are large being provided with two or three. Aft the money which 
this trade raifeth, is commonly thought imd believed to be foi^ihe priefts, in order to 
bs made ufe of in their divine fervice. And though I doubt not but the ppefts have 
their lhare, I am yet certain, that the King is fo far from fuffering by it, Uiat he draws 
qonfiderable fums from this cuftom. 

— The 
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The firft time that I came to Fida to trade, I was affured that as foon as a gir! 
was touched by the fnnke, (he unavoidably run mad ; though it was but a fort of holy 
or religious madnefs, fuch as hath formerly been related of the Baccbantes, or thofe 
from whofe mouths the divine oracles proceeded. Yet I do not like thefe pious funs, 
for the perfons pretending to be alFefted with it, break and fpoil every thing which comes 
in their way; and inftead of religious are guilty of all manner of diabolical adions, 
which they never leave off till they are brought to the before-mentioned place. 

At firft, the people here ftrenuoufly endeavoured to perfuade me that a fnake was 
able to fetch a girl out of the houfe and carry her oft', thodgh the faid houfe was ftiut 
up ; which I eafily agreed to, provided the girl was but ftored with proper inftruments 
to open the locks. 

I would not reft till I had examined how this cheat is managed, notwithftanding 
which I ftiould never have difeovered it, if the before-mentioned Negro had not affifted 
me, and obliged me with the following account of it, viz. That the priefts diligently 
obferve thofe young maids or women alfo which have never been aff’eded by the fnake. 
Thefe they firft attempt by promifes, or if they are not fuccefsful, oblige by threats to 
perform what they defire of them; which is, that being in the ftreet, and feeing the 
coaft clear of people on all fides, they fet on crying and raving with all their ftrength, 
as though the fnake had faft hold of them, and commanded them to go to the fnake- 
houfe. Before any perfon can come to their help, the fnake is vanifhed and the girl 
is mad j which neceflfitates her relations to follow the fnake’s orders. 

When thefe females come out of their road prifon, the prieft lays his moft rigid com¬ 
mands on them, not to difeover how they were feized by the fnake, but to ftick faft to 
the ftory that the fnake did it j and in order to clench thefe fevere prohibitions, and 
render them the more effectual, thofe who reveal thofe fecrets of the facerdotal empire, 
are threatened to be immediately burned alive. And indeed the priefts are crud and 
potent enough to make good their threats, if they could find any women guilty. • 

This Negro related a pleafant adventure concerning this confinement, which happen¬ 
ed betwixt him and one of his wives; who. By the inftigationof the priefts, one evening 
feigned herfelf diftrafted, breaking (according to cuftom) every thing in pieces on 
which (he could lay her hands : but he very well knowing whence this diftemper pro¬ 
ceeded, gently took her by the hand, as though he defigned to carry her to the fnake- 
houfe, but carried her indeed to the place of refidence of the Brandenburghers, who 
were then at Fida in order to buy Haves, where he offered her to fale. But when flie 
faw that he was in earneft, immediately freed from her madnefs, flie fell upon her 
knees and alked his pardon, foleinnly promifing at the fame time never to be guilty of 
the like «rime for the future; upon which he let her go free : and by this means flie 
was delivered from her madnefs, and he freed from the exceflive charge of her cure. 
This was a very bold attempt, for if the priefts had been informed of it, he had been 
a dead man. 

During my refidence at Fida, the King caufed his daughter to be fdzed by the fnake. 
(The confequence will jufUfy my charging him with it.) He caufed her to be carried 
to the fnake-hoiife, and c/mfined for fome time, though not fo long as is cuftomary 
but on her account ull tip other girls went out before their ufual time. 

On the day of her delivery, me 'was brought out in a very fplendid manner, and 
carried, with all the other girls which followed her, to the King’s court j before which 
they were placed. She was naked except only a filk fcarf, which was paffed betwixt 
her legs, and richly adorned with Conte di Terra and Agrie, two forts of coral which 
I have already frequently mentioned. 

"Whilft 
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Whim flie was here, flie was guilty of all manner of extravagances, during the play¬ 
ing on feveral mufical inftruments , which fort of madnefs the Negroes told me yet 
remained on her, more efpecially by reafon of her being enlarged before the expiration 
of her due time. 

Whilll flie fat here, the moft confiderable people of the whole country crouded 
hither, each bringing his prefents, which they made to her ; and together amounted to 
a confiderable fum. Thefe gifts lafted three or four days fucceflively, becaufe it was 
impoflible for moll of the people to come near her the firll day ; fo that this young lady 
was treated in a quite different manner from her comr nions, who were all obliged to 
dilburfe money for their delivery, whilll llie on the other fide was a very confi-fo'rable 
gainer thereby. 

And if there are any Negroes who are very fenfible that all this is nothing but a pure 
cheat, yet to curry favour with the King and prielts, and for their own fecurity, they 
pretend ignorance, and fuffer it to ^afs upon them for real truth ; which is indeed 
advifcable, for thofe who lliould oppofe it, would very much endanger thir lives. 

I was eye-witnefs to a dreadful initance of this. The lall time I was at Fida, a Negro 
bom on the Gold Coall, who was called Captain Tom, lived at Fida; and by reafon 
of his good deportment and obliging nature, was promoted to the dignity of captain and 
interpreter to the Englilh. He being a Itrangcr to the religion of this country, had a 
wife of this nation, which fell mad and pretended to be Icized by the ferpent; but he, 
inftead of fending her to the fnake-houfe, clapped her in irons; which fo enraged this 
Ihe-devil (different from the other in our former ftory), that Ihe privately accufed.her 
hulband to the priells ; who, not willing to make any public attempts on him, becaufc 
he was a Gold Coall Negro, who differed from them in religion, yet fecretly poifoned 
him in fuch a manner, that he did not quickly die, but immediately became fpeechlefs, 
and loll the ufe of all his limbs, which was worfe than dying. At my departure I left 
him%i this miferable condition, fo tha. I know not whether he was ever curfed or not. 
I'Vom which you nuy obferve, that throughout the world, it is very dangerous to dif- 
oblige the ecclefiallics. 

This may fuffice concerning the frauds of the priells on account of the fnake-worlliip. 

The reverence and refpeO; which the Negroes preferve for the fnake is fo great, that 
if a Black Ihould barely touch one of them with a llick, or any otherwife hurt him, he 
is a dead man, and certainly condemned to the flames. 

A long time pall, when the Englilh firll began to trade here, there happened a very 
remarkable and tragical event. An Englilli captain being landed, fome of his men 
and part of his cargo, they found a fnake in their houfe, which they immediately killed 
witliout the leall fcruplc, and not doubting but they had done a good work, ;hrew out 
the dead fnake at their door ; where being found by the Negroes in the morning, the 
Englilh, preventing the quellion who had done the fatl, aferibed the honour to them- 
felvcs; which fo incenfed the natives, that they furioufly fell on the Englilli, killed 
them all, and burned their houfe and goods. 

This llruck fuch a terror into that nation, that for a long linie they refrained coming 
hither, and traded at other placets; but at laft coming’again, the Negroes were 
accullomed to Ihow all Europeans that came thither fome fiiak^'', defiring that they 
would not hurt them, by reafon they were their gods; and th s hadi prevented all fuch 
accidents ever fince: fo that at prefent few Europeans come hither who are not adver- 
tifed of this fnake-vvorlhip. If an European Ihould happen at this time to kill a fnake, 
.1 Ihould very much doubt whether he would efcape better than the Englilh, except he 
-could poflibly fly to the King immediately, and fatisfy him that it happened by accident, 
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iiui uciign; upon which, perhaps, he might atone his god-killing crime by a fine to 
the priefts, though I Ihould not be very willing to run fuch a hazard ; for on fuch 
occafions, the rabble, inftigated by the priefts, gl:^^w very outrageous; fo that it is 
fafeft carefully to avoid all things of this nature. 

In my time, an Aquamboean Negro took a fnake upon his ftick, becaufe he durft 
not venture to touch him with his hands, and carried it out of the houfe wuhout hurt¬ 
ing it in the leaft; which two or three Negroes feeing, fet up the fame cry that is ufual 
on accoimt of fire, by which they can, in a final! time, raife the whole country, who 
flociv to tile place armed with clubs, fwords, Affagayes and other arms, who would 
have fooii difpatched this poor Negro, if the King, acquainted with his innocence, had 
not timely refeued him from the impending danger, by fending fome of his great men 
to fhelter him : fo this tempeft blew over without any damage. 

By thefe inftances we are deterred from meddling with the accurfed gods or devilifti 
ferpents, notwithftanding that we are frequently molefted by them : fmee in hot fun- 
fhine weather (as if they were lovers of darknefs), they vifit us by five or fix together, 
creeping upon our chairs, benches, tables, and even our beds, and bearing us com¬ 
pany in lleep; and if they get a good place under our beds, and our fervants out of 
iazinefs do not turn up our bedding, they foraetimes continue there feven or eight days, 
where they have alfo call their young. 

But when we are aware of thefe vermin, and do not defire to be troubled with them 
any longer, we need only call any of the natives, who gently carries his god out of 
doors; but if they happen to be gotten to the joift, or any high place of the houfes 
(which are here but one ftory), without a ftrong influence over the Negroes, they arc 
not to be removed from thence; wherefore we are frequently obliged to let them flay 
there till they come out themfelves. 

A fnake once came over my table, on which ! daily ufed to eat, where he continued 
fourteen days, and though whenever I rofe I could eafily touch liim, yet I could not 
find any perfon that would venture to take him away. But I was very well paid for 
his ftaying afterwards; for fome of the great men of Fida dining at my table one day, 
we happened to talk concerning the fnakes, and my eye glancing towards that which 
was over our heads, I told them, that fince that fii^e had not eat any thing in four¬ 
teen days, he muft at laft certainly die with hunger, if he did not fpeedily remove his 
quarters. But one of my guefts anfwered me (and the reft confirmed what he faid), 
that though I was not aware of it, uiidoubU;dly the fnake knew how to come at hi.s 
part out of the difties: I fo well remembered this, that next day, coming to the King, 
I told him in prefence of the fame perfons, that one of his gods had made bold, though 
uninvite(fi to eat at my table for fourteen days ; wherefore it was but reafonable that I 
Ihould be paid for his board, otherwife I fhould be obliged to difeharge this bold in¬ 
truder my houfe. The King, who was always diverted with fuch fort of difeourfe, 
told me, that I Ihould let the fnake alone in his place, for he would take care to pro¬ 
vide for me as well as the fnake; and indeed, not long after I got home, a very fine 
fat ox was brought me from the King, in order to fatisfy for what the fnake had eaten. 
At the fame rate, I wouldjwillingly have boarded all the gods of the land j and I believe 
Ihould not have loft much oy the bargain. 

But what is beft of al|^ is, that thefe idolatrous fnakes do not do the leaft mifehief in 
the world to mankind j for if by chance in the dark one treads upon them, and they 
bite or fting him, it js not more prejudicial than the fting of the millepedes. Where¬ 
fore the Negroes would fain perfuade us, that it is good to be bitten or ftung by thefe. 
fnakes, upon the plea, that one is thereby fecured and protected from the uing o£ 
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any poifonous fnake: but here I am fomewhat dubious^and fiiould be loath to venture 
on the credit of their affertions, becaufe I have obferved, that the gods themfelves are 
liot proof againft thefe venomous ferpents, much lefs can they proted us from their 
bite. We fometimes obferve pleafant battles betwixt the idol and venomous fnakes 
which are not wanting here; and perhaps ihefe combats arife from the venomous fnakes, 
finding that the others are fo reverenced and idolized, which they think the more 
unrealonable, becaufe they are armed with poifon, on occafion, which the others are 
utterly void of. 

You muft fuppofe thefe ratiocinations and arguments lo take place in ancient times, 
when hearts talked, of which thefe venomous ferpents retain only an irreconrlcable 
enmity againrt the other, and accordingly attack them whenever they meet them ; 
but herein they fall Ihort of their defign, and that with a great deal of reafon; for it 
would indeed feem very odd, that a god fliould be obliged to rtrike to fuch ill-favoured 
creatures as they are. But I can affure you that is not the reafon; for the venomous 
ferpents being larger, and armed with rtronger weapons than the other, would, without 
any refpedt to their godhead, foon be too hard for them, if they were not always aiHided 
by a legion or two of their worlhippers, who punilh the infolence of the other, that 
prefumes to attack their deity, with certain death. 

The fpccies of thefe idol ferpents here, are rtreaked with white, yellow, and brown; 
and the biggert which I have feen here, is about a fathom long, and the thicknefs of 
a man’s arm. 

Thefe gods are very great lovers of rats’ flefli, and I have with pleafure frequently ob- 
ferved their rat-chace; but when they have caught their prey, they have at leaft an hour’s 
work before they can get him into their bellies; for if you were to fee them, they are fo 
larrow-throated, that you would think it impoflible for them to get a rat down ; but I 
aave obferved, that whilft they are engaged on their prey, their throat extends itfelf. 

If one of thefe fnakes happen to be under the tiling or a houfe, and a rat paffeth by 
lim, he cannot poflibiy catch him, not being able to difengage himfelf quick enough. 
This the rats feem to know ; for I have above one hundred times on an evening feen 
hem run by a fnake thus engaged, and even mock him, whilrt he impatiently hiifed, 
ind employed all his force to loofen himfelf, in order to come at them, but too late, 
for by that time they were all gone. 

If we are ever tired with the Natives of this country, and would fain be rid of them, 
we need only fpeak ill of the fnake, after which they immediately ftop their ears and 
run out of doors. But though this may be taken from an European that they like; 
yet, if a Negro of another nation ihould prefume to do it, he would run no final! 
rifque. 

In cafe a fire breaks out and one of thefe fnakes comes to be burnt, each perfon that 
hears it is fure to ftop his cars, and give money; thereby giving to underftaiid, that it 
is one of the moft difmal and fhocking things that he can hear; and this money is to 
reconcile him to the burnt god, of whom he hath been fo c^relrfs. And they mrther 
believe, that though the fiiake is burnt, he will yet quickly r^'tum, to revenge himfelf 
on thofe who have been the occafion of his death. * 

In the year 1697, brother-faftor Mr. Nicholas Poll (who >i.en managed the 
flave-trade for our Company at Fida) had the diverfion of a vory pleafant feene. A 
hog being bitten by a fnake, in revenge, or out of love to god’s flelh, feized and de¬ 
voured him in fight of the Negroes, who were not near enough to prevent him. 
Upon this the priefts all complained to the King; but the hog could not defend him¬ 
felf, and had no advocate; and the priefts, unreafoiable enough in their requeft, 
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begged of the King to publifh^ royal order, that all the hogs in his kingdom fiioulj 
be forthwith killed, and the fwiny race extirpated, without fo much as deliberating 
whether it was reafonable to deftroy the innocent with the guilty. The King’s com¬ 
mand was publilhed all over the country. And in purfuance thereto, it was not a 
little diverting, to fee thoufands of Blacks armed with fwords and clubs to execute the 
order; while on the other fide no fmall number of thofe who were owners of the hogs 
were in like manner armed in their defence, urging their innocence, but all in vain. 
The flaughter went on, and nothing was heard but the difmal found of Kill, kill, 
which coil many an honefl hog his life, that had lived wifh an unfpottetl charader*ti> 
his dying day. And doubtlefs the whole race had been utterly extirpated, if the King 
(who is not naturally bloody-minded), perhaps moved to it by fome lovers of bacon, 
had not recalled his order by a counter one, importing, that they fhould leave ofl 
killing the hogs, with the addition, that there was already enough of innocent blood 
Ihed, and that their god ought to be appeafed with lb rich a facrifice. You may judge, 
whether this was not very welcome news to tlu' remainder of the hogs, when they 
faw themfeves freed from fuch a cruel perfecution. Wherefore they took particular 
care for the future, not to incur the fame penalty. 

Next time that I came to Fida, I found by the dearnefs of thefe beads, that there 
had been a very great flaughter of them. Thefe forts of tyrannies are frequent under 
defpotical governments, where the priefts arc joint malters. But not too fall, led I 
ftiould flip from beads to men. 

.Hitherto I have been talking of the Fidafian chiefed god, or rather gods, by rcafon 
of their number: but the other being of lei’s confequeiice will take up much lefs time. 
The trees, which are the fecond-ratc gods of this country, as I have already informed 
you, are only prayed to, and prefented with olFerings, in time of ficknels, more espe¬ 
cially fevers, in order to redore the patients to health. And this they believe to be as 
properly the tree’s bufinefs as the fnake’s: but, however, the fnake mull not be for¬ 
gotten ; for they imagine, and that truly enougli, that if he does no good, he will at 
lead do no harm. And hence I believe this nation would be eafily prevailed upon 
with the Athenians to worfliip the unknown God, if they could hope for any benefit 
by it. Befides this, they have other imaginary remedies at hand to cure difeafes; 
fuch are their facrificing to feveral junior or inferior deities ; us alfo tlie killing and 
eating part of a man, which was pratliced two or three years pad, on account of th(' 
King’s ficknefs •, befides which, they pra&ice feveral other extravagances, too tedious 
to be repeated. The fea comes iit for the lead fhare of divinity. When it rages and 
hinders our bringing our goods on Ihore, when no fhips have been there lor a li>ng 
time, qijd they impatiently wait for them ; on thefe occafions, they make great offer¬ 
ings to it, by throwing into it all forts of goods. But the prieds do not much encou¬ 
rage this fort of facrificing, by reafon there happens no remainder to be left for them. 
The former King of Great Ardra once caufed a great quantity of thefe ofterings to be 
made to the fea j and when he was informed by his fubjedfs (for he mud not fee the 
fea himfelf), that they all availed nothing, he grew very angry, and fell into as 
wild a fury US' Xerxes, who caufed dhe fea to be whipped, becaule he had been fo un¬ 
fortunate upon it.. 

Having no more to jiiy concerning thefe two deities, before I put an end to this letter, 
1 (hall obferve to you, who are the performers of their divine fervice here. 

I’hcir religious offices are here celebrated by men and women together, both which 
are held in fuch high veneration amongd the Negroes, that they are not liable to capital 
punifhraent for any crime whatfoever-, notwithllanding which, the prefent King, wkh 
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the confent of his grandees, ventured to break in ufiSn this cuftom, but not without 
great caufc, and a prefling neceility; for one of thefe villains was engaged with the 
King’s brother in a confpiracy againfl: t!ie kingdom and the life, for which that 

prince ordered both his brother and the priefl to be killed togi^er. 

The women which are promoted to tlic degree of pricftelfes, though fome of them 
perhaps were but flaves before, are yet as much rei'pefled as the priefts, or rather 
more, infomuch that they pride theml'elves wdth the diftiriguifhing name of God’s 
children ; and as all other women are obliged to a flavifli fervice to their hulbands, 
ibefe on the contrary exert an altfolute fway over th- p. and their elTefts, living with 
them perledly according to their arbitrary will anu pleafure; befides which, their 
hufltands are obliged to ihew them fo much rcfpec^i;, as they received from tlieir wives 
before their becoming prieflcfles, which is to {peak to, and ferve them upon their 
knees. For this rcalbn the mod fcnfiblc Negroes will neither marry a prieftefs, nor 
eafdy confent that any of their wives be raifed to that honour. But if notwithftanding 
it happens, they mud not oppole it; for if they did, they would be called to a fevere 
account fur it, and looked upon as men who endeavoured to dop the common courfe 
of ilivine wordiip. 

To conclude the fubjed of their religion, I mud add, that they have a fort of idea 
of hell, the tlevil, and the apparition of fpirits. And their notions concerning thefe 
are not very diil’ereiit from thofe of fome iimple people amongd us. As for hell, they 
bedow on it a fixed place under the earth, where the wicked and damned are punillied 
with die. 

For iheie three or four years lad pad, they have been very much conflrmed in this 
belief. For an old forccrefs, that came from fome odd corner, hath told them drange 
things concerning hell; as, that die faw feveral of her acquaintance there, and parti¬ 
cularly the lad captain of the Blacks, predecelfor to the prefent Captain Carter, who 
was there niiferablv tormented. In 'fort, file faw fo much of hell, that fhe was a lit 
match to difpute '”.ith Don Quevedo, who had the bed intelligence there. But fhe 
mud lie owned to have the advantage of him, becaufc flie jircteiuiea to have been there 
in perfun, whereas ids jourm y was but a vifion. 

Whilfl I was here, there was alfo an Augudine monk, which came from St.Thome, 
in order, if poliible, to convert the Blacks to Chridianity, but in vain. Polygamy is 
an tibdacle which they cannot get over. As for all the other points, they might have 
got looting here, but the confinement to one wfife is an infuperable difficulty. This 
pried inviied the King to be prefent at mafs, which he alfo did. And when 1 faw him 
next, afking him how' he liked it, he faid very well, and that it was very fine; but 
that he chofe rather to keep to his Fetiche. This pried, in my company, being once in 
difcourl'o with one of the King’s grandees, who was a witty man, faid in 'a menacing 
manner, “ That if the Fidafians continued their old courfe of life without repentance, 
they would unavoidably g<i to hell, in order fo burn with the devilto which the 
lharp Fidafian replied, “ Our fathers, grandfathers, to an cndlefs number, lived as we 
do, and worfhipped the fame gods as we do; and if\they mud burn, therefore, 
patience, we are not better than our ancedors, '*nd fhall C'imfbrt oiufelves with them.” 
After this the pried left off, and perceiving that all his pains at Fida were like to be 
fruitlefs, he defired me to introduce him to the .King to tak his*’eave of him, which I 
did fhortly after. 

If the Negroes could read and underdand our books, I fhould believe that this cap¬ 
tain had read the Friezeland Chronicle, where a parallel adventure betwixt a bflhop and 
a Friezeland King is related. It is now time to conclude; wherefore, &c. 
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LETTER XX. —h whic^y of the Fidajtan Quadrupedsy viz, Oxetty Coivsy Hor/es, 
Sheepy Goats, and Hog}: fecondlyy of their Fowls, which are only Turkeys, Ducks, 
and Chickens ; the Price of all the above-mentioned: nexty concerning their three Sorts 
of Corn, and the Plenty of it ; notwitIflanding whichy Fida fometimes fuffers great 
Famines ; the remaining Fruits of the Earth are Potatoes, Jammes, or Beans, ; 
great Plenty of the firji: of their Fruit Trees; the Fertility of Fida, and Fitnefs for 
Plantations, and to produce Cotton, Indigo, and Sugar. — The Wars and Force of th% 
Fidqfians ; their Arms ; Great Ardra much more potent than Fida ; War of Great 
Ardra with an in-land King ; the Occajion of this War, which dcjtroyed half the 
Country of Ardra, and made a cruel Slaughter of its Inhabitants ; Jakin fubjell to 
Great Ardra .— OfOffra, or Little Ardra, where our Company formerly bad a Lodge. — 
The Author’s Departure from Fida ; his Arrival at Rio de Gabon. — Of the Gulf of 
Guinea, and its IJlands and Rivers, as Rio Formofa (beautiful River), otherwife called 
Rio de Benin, Rio Elrei, Camarones, Old and New Calbary ; the IJlands are Fe, nando 
Po, El Principe (Prince’s IJland), and Corifeo, divided into two, large and jhull; 
Rio de Gabon, a fine, wide, and very good River ; two IJlands in it ; vijited by feveral 
Europeans, and wherefore they trade there ; few Inhabitants, which are, notwiih- 
Jlanding, divided into three Claffes ; their Poverty and Pride ; their great Brandy- 
Drinkers, and awkward in Trade ; how the King gets his Livelihood; they are all 
well-fhaped and clean-limbed Men ; their Occupation; Barrtnncfs of the Land ihere- 
abduts ; the River very full of Eijh ; Defer ip t ion of the Nord Kapers, of which Is ere 
are great Quantities ; on Land there arc Abundance of Buffaloes, Elephants, and wild 
Swine ; hunting of them and an Elephant ; a Skeleton of an Elephant found ; Deferip- 
tion of the Btffaloes ; one of our Men killed by them ; how they arc Jhot by the Negroes. —*■ 
The Author’s Departure from Gabon, and Arrival at Cabo Lopez di Gonfalvcz, where 
is a good Road, Watering-place, and Wood for Fuel; the Trade here ; Plenty of FiJh ; 
Departure from Cape Lopez; be falls upon, or below the IJland of St.Thome, which 
is deferibed; as alfo Ilha Annaboa, whither the Author alfo came after two Days* 
failing ; failing along the EquinoSlial, and the Cold there ; Return to the upper Coajl, 
and to AJfinee; the Dwelling-place of the Negro baptized in France, to whom the 
French King was Godfather, and called him Lewis Hannibal; he pajfcd for King of 
AJfyria, but was indeed only a wretched Slave. — Sailing to the Gold Coq/l, where the 
Author’s Companion, or Ship which failed with him, took an Interloper. — Arrival 
at Elmina, with which the Voyage, this Letter, and the whole Defeription of Guinea 
is concluded. 


Sir, 

SINCE my laft no velTels have arrived here from Europe, and confequently I received 
no letter from you; T fliall then at prefent in this, difpatch what I have left untouched 
concerning Fida in the lormer; to which I fliall add a relation of a voyage that I made 
m 1698, from Fjda to Rid de Gabon, Cabo Lopez, Annaboa, and my return to 
Elmina, where it ended. 

Firft of all I am tef fpeak of the cattle of the country of Fida; of which, firft of 
the tame quadrupeds, as'oxen, cows, goats, Iheep, and hogs, all which, in fliape, 
are not different from thofe of the Gold Coall, but are much better, more flefliy, and 
of a more agreeable tafte, by reafon they have here very fine meadows, and as good 
grafs as in Europe: nor are they dear here; an ox or cow is to be bought for ten, a 
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good fheep for twp, a goat for one, and a hog for two rix-dollars. Nor are horfes 
wanting here, though they do not much excel thofe which I mentioned in my defcrip- 
tion of the Gold ( oaft. When I was defigned to have togk my journey by land to 
Elmina, I was pr./v'ided with five or fix, each of which coft me fomewhat lefs than 
four poilnds fterlmg, but they did me no manner of fervice, I being obliged to leave 
them behind me. 

Here, as weM as on the Gold Coaft, is no great variety of tame fowl, there being 
only turkeys, ducks, and chickens; and of the two firft not many, but of the laft 
incredible plenty; w'hich, though final 1, are yet ver’ lat and good, the price being 
about fixpence each; the price of our goods, reckoned for as money, the T„re not 
above three-pence each. But if an)’body would buy in provifion cheap, he rau/l 
bring two or three cafes of long pipes with him, for he may put off every pipe for the 
worth of two-pence, or fometimes four-pence; fo that for three pipes one may hare 
the I.Klt pullet that is to be bought. 

I'here ore not very many large wild hearts about Fida; but there are, farther in¬ 
land, elephants, buffaloes, tigers, and feveral forts of deer in great abundance; and 
there are alfo fhme of the la!L fort at Fida; but the country there being fo populous, 
and clofe inhabited, there are not many. Here are alfo a fort of hares. But this whole 
country feems covered vrith w'ild fowl: here are geefe, ducks, fnipes, and twenty other 
fort of edible birds, all which are very good and very cheap. 

When, ove’ night, we give a Negro orders to go a fliooting, we have, againft next 
day noon, without fail, one or two dilhes of wold fowl, which we can pay for w'ith a 
dozen of ptptvS ^ and this is fo infallible, that we can at pleafure promife a good treat 
of wild fowl not yet caught. 

Here are fuch prodigious abundance of turtle-doves throughout the whole country, 
that my aflirtaiit, who was a good markfman, would undertake to Ihoot one hundred 
in one day, betw'ixt fix and nine in tiie morning, and three and fix in the afternoon, 
wh’ch is barely fix hours in all. 

Bcfidcs edible fowl, here are alfo a fufficient number of birds of prey, which may 
ferve for ornament, though not fuch great variety as on the Gold Coaft. The crown- 
bird comes from hence, as alfo another bird, whofe body is about as big as a chicken, 
his legs and neck Ihort, his eye and eye-IIds hairy, like thofe of men, his bill fliort and 
thick, his colour is black and blue intermixed, his legs and bill are very ftrong, and 
therefore very fit for preying. , 

If I lliould fay any more of the feathered kind, I fhould be obliged to repeat what 
1 have formerly faid, which 1 believe you are as little defirous of at myfelf; fo that 
now I come to the produdl of the earth ; and firft of corn, of which w-e are here pro¬ 
vided with three forts ; the firlt is the great Milhio, which is not fo large a grain as that 
on the Gold Coaft, but as good, notw'ithftanding which the Negroes do not make 
bread of it, but ufe it in the brewing of beer, for which reafon not much of it is 
fown. 

Small Milhio, or Maize, which is like that on the Gold Cpaft, is what chiefly ferves 
to employ this nation. It is fowed twice each ybar, though much more at one time 
than the other. In the beft tilling time the land is fo thickly fown, iiat, as I have before 
hinted, fcarcelya foot-path is left unplanted, whence we mav'‘ippoie pr<jdigious quan¬ 
tities are produced ; but notwirhftanding this, at the end of the year, they rather fall 
fliort of what they want than have any overplus, which is partly occafioned by their 
being fo very populous, and partly by their felling very large quantities to both the 
Popoes and the neighbouring countries. For which reaion one barren year occalions 
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an incredible famine here, and fometimes frec-men here liave foldthcmfelves for vic¬ 
tuals ; others fet their flaves free, perfeftly difcharging them of their flavery, becaufe 
they could not keep them in vidluals. An Englifh fhip, which was here at that tiint j 
got his whole fhip full of flaves, without parting with any other merchandize than 
viftuals, with which he very luckily had abundantly provided himfclf. When he had 
filled his fhip full of flaves, he went to the Portuguefe illands, where he afrefh ftored 
himfelf with provifions for his goods. 

Here is alfo a third fort of Milhio, like the laft, which doth not grow on ftalks, but 
like oats in Holland. Its grain is reddifh, and muff continue in the ground fcven or 
eight months before it is full ripe. This is not eaten, but mixed with the great Milhio, 
to brew withal, becaufe the Negroes firmly believe that it ftrengthens the beer. 

The Negro w'omcn are very well fkilled in brewing good beer, one fort of which 
is fo flrong, that it doth not give place to our ftrong beers in Holland ; and the price 
of this is much higher than the common fort, for inftead of three-pence a pottle for 
the common fort, you are obliged to pay a rix-dollar for the fame quantity of this. 
All people here, the flaves not excepted, drink only beer, for water they will not 
drink, becaufe it is drawn out of wells twenty or thirty fathom deep, and but fix or 
eight foot wide, fo that no fun can reach it, which renders it raw and cold as ice, and 
confequently very unwholefome in this hot country ; for drinking it but few days only, 
brings an unavoidable fever ; and the good beer being too hot, an European cannot do 
better thali mix them in equal quantities, whereby he will have a pleafant and whole- 
fome drink. 

There is not one oven in this whole country, by reafon the Negroes never ufe them, 
but always boil their bread. 

Potatoes are what they commonly eat, inftead of bread, with all forts of vlftuals, 
and here is fuch abundant plenty of them, that I believe the whole Coaft doth not pro¬ 
duce a like number. 

Here are alfo Jammes, but neither in fuch plenty nor fo good as on the Gold Coaft, 
nor are they much efteemed here. 

Here are feveral forts of fmall beans in very great plenty, amongft which is one 
fpecies, of which our people make oil-cakes, which are as light as ours in Holland, 
and thofe who are ufed to them like their tafte well enough : they are here called 
Acraes. Onions and ginger grow here, though in but fmall quantities, efpccially of the 
former. All the other fruits »f the earth which the Gold Coaft produceth, grow here 
alfo; but I fhall pafs them by, in order to come to the trees. Amongft which are, 
firft, citrons, lemons, oranges, Bakovens or Paquovens, bananas, piment, ;uid in a 
word aP thofe which I have mentioned in the defeription of the Gold Coaft ; befules 
which, here are abundance of tamarind-trees, and fome fruit-trees, which arc not only 
unknown, but their fruit is alfo fo mean that it is not worth detaining you with a de¬ 
feription of them. 

Here are great number^ of palm-trees the whole country over, but the wine is 
drawn off and drank by very few here ; for they cultivate them only in order to draw 
oil from them." 

Nor are the pardon-trees wanting at Fida; but the Negroes, preferring beer to wine, 
they are not much eftqjmed, only their wood being very durable, they are felled lor 
building. 

Beftdes the before-mentioned, here are no fruits; it is indeed pity there fliould be 
no more in fuch a fertile land, peopled with induftrious inhaWtants, fo that they want 
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only (eeds and plants; for I dare aver, that not only all forts of African, but 

feveral EuropeaiOruits, might be produced here. 

?• I tried here the fowing of cabbage, carrots, turnips, Spanifh raddifh, raddifhes, 
parfley, &c. and found they grew forward, and ripened as well as in Europe; fo that 
it is unhappy that this land, as well as the Gold Coaft, is not inhabited by fome Eu¬ 
ropeans ; for here might be planted the fineft falad gardens in the world. And 1 be¬ 
lieve this foil is as fit for plantations of fugar-canes and indigo, efpecially of the laft, as 
any other part of the globe. 

Indigo is already very plentiful here, and befides, it doth not exceed that of Afia 
and America, it yet equals it: all the deaths of the inhabitants are died wi^h -t, but 
being ignorant of the true way of ufmg it, they wade four times as much i.i the dying 
of a cloth as would really do it; and the indigo fpent in dying it, would yield more 
with us than their whole cloth is worth. 

Having proceeded thus far in the defeription of Fida, its pleafant fituation, cattle, 
fruits, and the nature of their inhabitants, I lhall, by way of fupplement and conclu- 
fion, fay foinething of their wars and ammunition. 

As for the firlt, they may be thought perhaps very potent, fince they can eafily 
bring two hundred thoufand men into the field; notwithftanding which, they are fo 
weak and heartlefs, that they would not venture on five thoufand well-armed men, 
though but Negroes of the Gold Coalt, nor fcarcely Hand before them; for which feveral 
reafons might be given; as firlt, they are I'o llrongly bent to trade and agriculture, 
that they never think of war. 

Secondly, they want able commanders; for if they are forced into the field, they 
entrulf the command of their whole army to a worthlels perfon, never Handing for any 
proof of his courage. 

Thirdly, and chiefly, their common fear of death renders them fo incredibly cow¬ 
ardly, that molt of them fet to runninj^ oefore the enemy appears. 

As 1 have told y'' ii, the command of the army is entrufled to an ordinary perfon, 
whiKl the captains and chief men out of fear ftay at home ; but if it happens that any 
of them is endowed with any portion of courage, and goes into the field, affairs go 
fomewhat better ; but with the other general, by whom the inferiors will not be com¬ 
manded, they are very unfuccefsful; for thefe heroes no fooner perceive any thing 
coming againft them, but they expert fafety from their feet; and being at lealt as fond 
of life as the reft, it is commonly obferved that the general gets home before the fol- 
diers, if he be but moderately nimble, without troubling himfolf, in general flights, 
what becomes of his army. 

But he is yet afl'ured of one thing, which is, tliaSt his men will not Hay long behind; 
but for their own fecurity, certainly follow his example. Hence you may judge what 
heroes they are in attacking other countries; but to fay truth, they Ihow fomewhat more 
courage in the defence of their own country, as long as is poffible ; confirming the old 
proverb, that every dog will bark in hisiown kennel. 

This cowardice is not particular to the Fidalians, but thte natives of Ardra are full 
as bad ; wherefore they never fight againH each other with their own forces, but hire 
the Gold Goall Negroes for that purpofe, of which the natives of ^'. quamboe are gene¬ 
rally firH at hand; but if Goto and Popo were united, by reafon of their nearer neigh- 
bourhood, they would be more proper. ‘' '* 

The arms of the Fidafe and of all Ardra confiH in a few mufquefs, bows and arrows, 
fine and well made hangers, Hrong and beautiful Affaguays; but the principal wea¬ 
pons, and on which they moH depend, are a fort of clubs, about a yard long, and rive 
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or fix inches thick, very round and even, excfy>t a knot at the bottc m, the breadth of 
a hand, and three fingers’ thick. Every man is provided with five or*fix of thefe. 

Thefe clubs are made of very heavy wood, and they are fo dexterous in the throwing 
of them, that they can fling them feveral paces and hit their enemy, and wherever it 
falls, it bruifes very much and breaks their limbs ; wherefore the Gold Coaft Negroes 
are almoft as much afraid of thefe devilifli weapons as of a mufquet itfelf. 

Having informed you of the moft obfervable particulars of the country of Fida and 
Ardra, I might indeed hint fome things of lefs importance, as concerning the differences 
betwixt Fida and Ardra ; but it not being worth while, entirely ftepping over it, I fhall 
only give you the following account of Great Ardra. 

The King of Great Ardrg, with all his dependant countries, is twenty times as ftrong 
as he of Fida, and yet hath not the courage to make war againfl; him, though they live 
in perpetual enmity. 

Farther in-Iand are yet more potent kingdoms than this ; but I know nothing, or at 
moft but very little, of them; except that while I was here, one of their ambaffadors 
came to the King of Great Ardra, to advertife him from his mafter, that feveral Ardra- 
fian Negroes had been with, and made complaints to him, and to advife him to take 
care that his viceroys treated thefe poor men more gently; or elfe, much againft his 
will, he fliould be obliged to come to their-affiftance, and take them into his proteftion. 

The King of Great Arda, inllead of making a proper ufe of this wholefome advice, 
laughed at it; and in further defpight to that King, murdered his ambaffador ; upon 
which he was fo violently as well as juftly enraged, that with utmoft expedition he 
caufed an army (by the Fidafians augmented to the number of ten hundred thoufand 
men^ to fall into their country ; and thefe being all horfed, and a warlike nation, in a 
fliort time maftered half the King of Ardra’s territories, and made fuch a flaughter 
amongft his fubjefts, that the number of the dead being innumerable, was commonly 
expreffed by faying they were like the grains of corn in the field. 

The Fidafians reported to me of the mentioned people, that it was cuftomary in their 
wars, to cut off all the privities of flaughtered enemies, and carry them off with them ; 
as alfo, that nonedurft prefume to take an enemy prifoner, that was not furnifhed with 
one hundred of thefe trophies. This looks very fabulous, infomuch that though it is 
confirmed to me by oaths, I do not affirm it for truth. But it is certain that the 
flaughter was prodigioufly great; and that the general of this great army, contenting 
himfelf therewith, returned home, expedling to be very well received by his mafter, 
but found himfelf miftaken ; for the King, as a reward of his heroic expedition, caufed 
him to be hanged on a tree; becaufe, according to his order, he did not bring the 
perfon of the King of Great Arda aRng with him ; on whom, and not his fubjefts, he 
aimed his revenge. 

You may pleafe to obfcrve-what mifchiefs this prince brought on himfelf, and alfo 
that the law of nations is as well obferved among thefe heathens as us Europeans; for 
this great monarch did not account himfelf fatisfied by the death of fo many thoufand 
men for the murder of his Ambaffador, but would rid the world of the particular occa- 
fion of it: which, whethet he afterwnrds did, I have not yet heard } but I believe he 
will content himfelf with the blood already fhed. 

This nation ftrikes fuch a terror into all the circumjacent Negroes, that they can 
fcarctly hear them mentioned without trembling j and they tell a. thoufand ftrange 
things of them. 

Four miles eaftward of Fida, is the land of Jakin; which I have already fiud, is 
under Great Ardra by whofe Fhidalgo it is at prefent governed. 

2 A little 
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A Uttle lower, but farther in-Iand, lies the land of OlFra, called Little Ardra by the 
Europeans, whe# our company many years fince had a lodge and a faftor, and drove 
a confiderable trade; but fince our factor was killed, and the land laid wafte by the 
Popoeans, we have not been there; and the country hath mollly Iain wild and untilled; 
in wh^ch ftate it will probably continue feveral years: for the Kings of Great Ardra and 
Fida are at ftrife for the mauery of it, each being dcfirous to appoint his viceroys, and 
yet neither of them dare begin. 

But to leave them difputing, and go aboard the Ihip called Staden Land (city and 
country), in wnich I failed from Fida on the 14th of Auguft, 1698, fleering towards 
Rio de Gabon, where in eleven days we arrived, v. thout meeting any thing remark¬ 
able in our pafTage. We had a continual frefh gale, but were obliged mol- 1 ; to bear 
up to the wind, otherwife we had reached perhaps in eight days. 

Before 1 come to fpeak of Rio de Gabon, I would fay fomething of the gulf of 
Guinea, by which name it is beft known to the Europeans. It extends from Ardra to 

Cape Lopez, in length-miles. Betwixt thefe two extremities are feveral fine large 

rivers, by which means we keep trade alive here with our yatchs; the commodity which 
w'e get there being elephants’ teeth, of which this country produces a great quantity. 

The trading-places are Rio Formofa (or beautiful river), otherwife called Rio de 
Benin, from the great kingdom of that name. Next is Rio de Elrei or Kmg’s River, 
and Camarones, together with Old and New Calbary. Of the firft river I hope before 
long to be mafter of a defeription, which you are then to expeft. 

In the gulf of Guinea He alfo four iflands, called El Piincipe or Prince’s Ifland j the 
ifle of Fernando Po; and Corifeo divided into two, the Greater and Leffer. 

At Great Corifeo, our Company had fome years pafl; a fettled trading lodge; but it 
lying too far dillant, and not turning to a very great account, we left it, and have not 
been there fince. 

Corifeo are two very agreeable h'lands, and the land fo low, that at a diftance the 
multitudes of trees there, feeraed planted in the water, and afforded a very pleafant 
profped. 

The ifland of Fernando Po is inhabited by a favage and cruel fort of people, which 
he that deals with ought not to trufl. I neither can nor will fay more of them. 

The Prince’s Ifland was, at the latter end of the fifteenth century, fubjeil to a con¬ 
fiderable merchant of Amflerdam ; but by reafon of the diffenfion of our countrymen, 
and the treachery of the Portuguefe (its firft mafters), we were obliged to quit it. And 
at prefent the Portuguefe Company have built a ftrong fort there, and indifterently well 
peopled the ifland, which is fertile and well fituated; or at leaft the Portuguefe till it fo 
well, that it yields them vaft quantities of provij|ijons, which they fell to all fhips for 
money, befides which they can alfo flore their own fhips very plentifijlly. ' , 

All forts of fhips which have been to fetch flaves touch here, or at the other Portu- 
guefe iflands, in order to take in refrefhments; except onl) our Company’s veffels*' 
which avoid it (I believe) out of a groundlefs jualoufy, that when our mafters of vekeis 
come to thefe iflands, they fhould drive a clandeftine trade to the prejudice of our com¬ 
pany ; but in reality, at Annaboa, the chief of thefe iflesV nothing elfe is to be gotten 
but bare refrefhments, as well for our own people as the Haves; and 6f what affjftance 
and advantage this would be to our Company, I leave to thofe wfao have experienced it 
only, to determine. It is morally cert^, that fo many of th| fiavss would not ficken 
and die, if they were fometimes furnifhed with refreflunents. But the direflors of the 
Company are otherwife informed, on what grounds I kimw not: but ptnhaps the r^on 
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why our veflek do not touch here, may be either unknown, or unfit to be known' by 
me: and leaving it fo, I come to Rio de Gabon. ^ 

This river is fituated fifteen miles from Cabo Lopez di Gonfalvez, or the utmofl; 
point of the gulf of Guinea ; and it is fo famous, that no nation which ever failed to 
this part of Afi-ica, can be unacquainted with it. It is a very fine river, and above two 
miles over at the mouth. 

Having palTed three or four miles up this river, we come to two ifiands, one of which 
takes its name from the King, and the other from the prince of this y ver; two great 
lords. But they both are defolate and wild : for pure fear of each other, the King 
hath left one, and the prince the other ; each of them living at prefent upon a particular 
branch of the river, of which branches here are a great numbefr. 

For fome miles this river is navigable with fmall (hips, but I cannot exadlly tell you 
how wide it is, or how far its courfe extends in-land. Several Ihips (as I have jufl; told 
you) vifit this river, on account as well of the trade which is driven here, as of its 
convenient fithation for the cleaning and refitting of veflels: thofe that come hither on 
the laft account, ynlade their heavy baggage, as guns, anchors, water-barrels, kc. 
on Prince’s Ifland; and by help of a flowing tide, get their Ihips as far on land as 
poflible, -that by means of the Itrong ebb they may be on a fort of dry ground, and 
thereby obtain an opportunity of repairing them all round. But this is not very ad- 
vifahle with great Ihips, by reafon they may eafily get fome mifehief by lying dry ; 
and one of. our cruizers that failed in company with me, would not run the hazard of 
it; but chofe rather to fallen his Ihip to ours, by which means he could come even at 
her keel to clean her, which was confequently better than to lay her dry. 

The trade of this river conlilts in elephants’ teeth, wax, and honey, and is fometimes 
indifferently quick, efpecially if no Ihips have been there lately; which feldom hap¬ 
pens, for the Zealand interlopers vifit it the wdiole year round, in order to cleanfe 
their Ihips and Ilore themfelves with water and wood, and trade withal as long as they 
are there: but their chief aim is cleaning their Ihips and trading, for they can have 
water and wood as well at Cape Lopez as here. 

Any perfon that never was here before, mull be amazed at the unevennefs of the 
bottom of this river in failing into it, for in one place we have ten, immediately fifteen, 
then five, and prefently twelve fathom water, as if the mouth of the river were filled 
up with rocks. The ebb is here fo Itrong, that even with a good wind it is fcarcely 
poflible to fail into the river, but we are obliged to wait till flood. I made a trial of 
this myielf, but we were flopped in the mouth, and had enough to do to bear up 
againfl the ebb with full fail, lofing more ground than we gained, and could not get 
in before the flood. The inliabitanfs#of this river, though but a fmall number, are 
yet divided into three claffes; one of which is with the King, the other with the prince, 
and the third trouble themfelves with neither, but live quietly. The two former are 
always warring againfl each other, but not in open field ; for which purpofe I do not 
believe them Itrong enough, but they fall on and rob one another by night, and at un- 
feafonable times, and retury home with either the booty or blows which they get. 
Thefe people are the moll Wretchedly^ poor and miferable that I think I ever faw; and 
befides, to augment their miferies, they are fo very proud, that they thereby become 
the more ridiculous efpecially if the reafon of their vanity be looked into, which is 
l^ely a Dutch name, there being none of them that come on board of us that want 
tme, with which they immediately make us acquainted, imagining we value them the 
more on that account j and are very well pleafed with us for calling them by their 
borrowed name. 

Exceflive 
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Exceffive brandy-drinkirig feenis the innate vice of all Negroes, but thefe are moflf 
accurate proficieifts, and really herein exceed all others that I have ever converfed 
with. They confume in this all they can come at. They will fend an indiflerent large 
elephant’s tooth for this liquor, which they will drink out before they part; nay, 
forrietimes before they fo much as go out of the fhip. If one chance to get but a mouthful 
more than another, and they are half drunk, they immediately fall on fighting, with¬ 
out any refpeft to the King, prince, or prieli:, who, on fuch an occafionj lay about them 
brilkly with their lifts, that they may not be accufed of being idle fpeftators. Thefe 
heroes arc fo warm and vigorous at their work, that h Us, perukes, coats, or whatever 
they have, are thrown overboard. 

Perhaps you may be furprized that thefe poor wretches ihould wear ha^s, perukes, 
kc. which they do in a very particular difmal manner. Formerly a great trade was 
driven here in old perukes by our failors. For thefe they got whatever they pleafed of 
thefe people, as wax, honey, parrots, monkeys, and all forts of refrefliments. But 
for thefe four years fo many merchants of thefe forts of goods, have been here, that the 
failor fwears the trade is utterly fpoiled; and though his prime ftock cofts him nothing, 
yet it doth not at prefent turn to account. 

The beft quality in thefe people is, that as great lovers of brandy as they are, they 
yet are not very nice, for 1 have feen fome of our men give them brandy half lengthened 
out with water; and for proof they told me, there was a little Spanifh foap clapped 
into it, and the feum of the foap palled on them for the proof; and they praifed this 
brandy as fo extraordinary good, that they would willingly have laid in a ftock of it. 

1 defigned when I came into this river, to have traded for fome ivory and wax for 
our Company ; and had brought feveral goods with me to that end, but found them 
fo very troublefome that I could not have patience to deal with them; and there being 
another of the Company’s fhips here, which alfo had orders to trade, 1 left it wholly 
to them, being very glad that I was . cheaply rid of them. And thefe wretches ap¬ 
peared the worfd to me, becaufe 1 was ufed to deal with fuch civil Negroes at Fida for 
an hundred times more than the commerce of this place. For to iell one tooth, they 
would fometimes haggle a whole day ; go five or lix times away and come again ; alk *’ 
and bid as if they were on a filh-market, and come to no refolution. 

As great lovers of brandy as they are, they will not yet, when they firft come on 
board and are alked to drink, touch a drop before they have received a prefent. And 
if wc Ihould happen to rtay too long before we give mem any thing, they will boldly 
alk if w'e imagine that they will drink for nothing ; it not being fufficient to content 
this wretched crew that they drink up our liquor for nothing, but they mult befides 
be hired to it, as though they thereby did us a very great honour j and he that intends 
to trade here, muft humour them herein, or he Ihall not get one tooth on boat’d. Thus 
the merchant which would trade here, ought to be very well armed with Job’s weapon^ 
without which nothing is to be done. 

After I had given over the trade, a Itrange troop of Negroes came on board me, to 
whom I prefented fome brandy, and would have caufed them to be carried to our 
other fhip : but . thefe gentlemen would not drinl^ before I mde them .a prefent, which 
I had no mind to do, wherefore they marched out of my cabin ; but underftanding 
that I did not defign to trade, they all very humbly returned, l>‘’gging what I before 
offered them; but I told them I was not at leifure, and they wynt off wnthout any thing. 

They are very ready to make us prefents at our firft arrival, but much readier to 
receive others in requital from us: and when we happen to be too; flow/ they afle where 
is our counter-prefent, or they will take their own back agsdn j wWch, without making 
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' much ado, they eafily do, if our prefents be not worth more than theirs. In Ihort, 
thefe are men which no otherwife differ from beafts than in fhape. Their cloathing 
is like that of other Negroes, but very poor and wretched : for they deal with our men 
for all thdr old.c6ats, fhirts, breeches, &c. and all other old cloaths; and when drefled 
in them, think thcmfelves very fine. 

As to what ferther relates to their manners, I (hall not fay much becaufe I am unac¬ 
quainted with them; but if you take what hath been already faid for a fpecimen, you 
may eafily form an idea of the remainder. 

I do not believe they have much religion. I have obferved them to be very fuper- 
fUtious, and that as well as others they have great numbers of idols; but of what fort 
they are, or what they believe concerning them, I was not able to obferve in my Ihort 
flay here. 

That their government is not extraordinary, I obferved from the fmall refpeft they 
fhewed each other j whence, without fear of herefy, I dare conclude, that every 
free perfon lives here for himfe 4 f, without nmch troubling himfelf with King or 
prince; and that thofe gentlemen have only the bare name of royalty, without thelealt 
fiiadow of the thing itfelf. 

The prefent King, like an honeft man, in order to rub through the world, follows 
the trade of a fmith to get his bread ; not neglefting other perquifites, the chiefeft of 
which is letting his wives at a reafonable price to the Europeans during their ftay there; 
notwithftanding which he is, as all the reft are, a very poor man. 

They are moftly large, robuft, well fhaped men. They befmear their bodies with 
elephants and buffaloes’ fet, and a certain fort of red colour, which makes them ftink 
abominably; efpecially the women, which one can hardly come near without turning 
fick. And yet they venture to drive a public trade with their bodies, expofing their 
favours to fale at a very cheap rate: and where they fear no danger, they will readily 
relieve the languifhing lover for a knife or a trifle of that value. But thofe who engage 
with thefe ladies muft be very fond of new faces, for if a man happen to be the leaft 
nice or fqueamiih, he will fufficiently wind them at twelve fcore yards, to deter him 
from any nearer approaches. But the cafe is different with a common failor, who is 
content with every Aing that is but woman. 

I am apt to thmk that the moft part of the inhabitants depend chiefly on hunting 
and fiftiery; for I do not believe that they trouble themfelves with agriculture, nor did 
I fee any com or Milhio during my ftay here; but inftead of that I daily faw them eat 
immature Banacas rotdled at the fire. They had alfo Jarames, potatoes, and fmall 
beans, but in no great plenty. 

The land doth not feem very fertile or fit to produce corn or other fruits of the 
earth; af leaft, what I have feen of it, which is from the mouth of the river to the 
Prince’s Ifland. But as for thofe fruits which grow on trees, thefe have great plenty 
of them; wherefore I believe that their Banana is, befides what they eat with it, the 
ftaff of their life. This river is prodigioufly ftocked with all forts of good fifli, and I 
affure you we purfued th^ very clofely, and catched fo many that we abundantly 
ftored ourfelves for our whole vopge, 

The Negro’s manner of fiftiing here, is very diverting; for paffing along the river- 
fide in a canoe, and perceiving a fiffi, they inftantly dart an Aflaguay at him, which is 
fo certain a way, that bys means of their dexterity, it very feldom miffed. 

Before the mouth of Rio de Gabon, we daily obferved ffioals of large unweildy fiflj» 
which we call Noord Kapers, or Northern Capers, though they look more like a fpe- 
des of whales, which, if they are not, it is certain they are not many removes from 

them. 



bosman’s guinea. 


T|<f. 

them. Thefe fifli we gueffed to be about forty foot long, but I believe I have feeaj 
fome longer. They came fo near our (hip, that we could eafily reach them with a 
long pole, fuppofing them to continue Hill. If we had a good Ihoal of thefe filh, and 
could brace theni to, and guide them before our fliips, as we do horfes. to our waggons, 

I doubt not but we fliould always run a fwift courfe. 

But to leave this diverfion to Neptune, and return to our fubjeft. 

They fwim chiefly on the furface of the water, having a young one or two near 
them, who, fpringing up to the top of the water, in imitation of their dam, mount 
above water. They blow up the water with very great violence, and put the fea in as 
great a ferment as a Ihip under fail; and in fpouting oi water they would eafily outdo 
the beft water-works at Fontainbleau ; and it is not lefs diverting than rai'^, to fee a 
number of thefe fifhes together. 

The land about this river incredibly abounds with wild beads, efpecially elephants, 
bulialoes, and wild-boars. 

As foon as we had difparched our affairs at Prince’s Ifland, and careened our Ihip, 
we failed down the river again, in order to anchor at the Sand Punt, i. e. Sand Point, 
or Zuidhoeck; i. e. South Nook; and provide ourfelves with water, which is better 
there than at Cape Lopez. Being advanced about an Englilh mile from this place, 
we got fight of an elephant, which, taking the fame courfe with us, walked very gently 
along the river-fide to the before-mentioned place; where, accompanied with mv cap¬ 
tain and fome of my fervants, we ftepped into a boat and landed together, and imme¬ 
diately fet upon the elephant; but after having purfued him very hard for an hour, we 
could not overtake him, but loft fight of him in a w'ood. 

At the writing hereof I tremble to think what a rifk we ran, and what danger we 
Were in; for not* being above ten or twelve ftrong, and not half of us provided with 
good fire-arms, we fliould have attacked this elephant, if we could have come at him; 
fondly imagining to have fetched h' " down with two or three fliots, which I have 
fmee found was what two or three hundred men could fcarce do: thus we all had 
reafon to thank heaven that we did not overtake this beaft j for if 've had, if not all, 
yet at leaft fome of us, had been left dead on the fpot. 

In our return we met five elephants together, who, looking on us, I fuppofe thought 
us not worth their anger, and therefore fuffered us to pafs them without the leaft dif- 
turbance; and we owning \hem ftronger than we, w^re very well pleafed, and after 
pulling off our hats in grateful acknowledgement of their civility, went on our way. 

We lay three days ftill before this place, during which time, having no other em¬ 
ployment, I went every morning on Ihore in order to fall upon fome of the wild beafts, 
but not elephants ; which 1 had in a fort fufficiently forfworn fince our laft adventure. 
But the wild fwine afforded us the moft diverfion, and were what we chiefly intended 
to exercife ourfelves on : and accordingly the fecoud day that we came on fliore, we 
were fo fortunate as to meet a troop of above three hundred. We begun immediately 
to hunt them with utmoft fury, but having four legs to our two, they were too ninablc 
for us, fo that they foon got out of our reach ; except only one, which we cut off from 
his companions, and fo befet him, that he feemed obliged toNpay dear for lagging, fince 
there was no other way of flying left him than intb a thicket, in which we purfued him 
fo clofe, that in a very Ihort time he was likely to fall into our hands. 

But he efcaped us in the following manner: being come into.^the midft of the thicket, 
as though we had been in a well-built garden-houfe or bower, we found a Ikeleton of 
an elephant; and the furprize of this adventure detained us from the purfuit of the 
■‘wild* boar, in order to examine this ikeleton nicely: which we found entire with the 
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teeth affixed to his head, which' I caufed to be taken out and weighed, their weight 
being feventy pounds ; I meafured his legs, and found the fore, three, and the hind, 
four foot j the head alfo four foot; and the remainder of the body proportionable j 
whence you may conjedture how large he was when living and covered with flefli. 

The two firft days being paft in fruitlefs elephant and wild boar chace, we defigncd 
to fpend the third in the latter fport; but when we came on Ihore, we found that their 
place wa? taken up by about one hundred buffeloes; not being dilcouraged w'c run at 
them, and being come near a parcel of eighteen or twenty, we prefented them with half 
a dozen bullets, but I believe did not hurt one of them : they all flood ftill, and feemed 
to look very angrily on us, confulting, I fuppofe, whether they fhould puuiffi our info- 
lence or not, but fmee none of them wjis wounded, it pafled in the negative, and we 
cfcaped free. Thefe buffeloes were red, with ffraight horns extended backwards, about 
the fize of an ox; as they ran they feemed lame behind, but that did not hinder .their 
being very fwift. 

The Negroes informed us, that when thefe bealts are ffiot, and not mortally wounded, 
they fly at the men and kill them. We the ealier believe this, becaufe about ten years 
paft, our men going a buffelo-hunting here, one of them being too forw ard, let fly at a 
buftHo, but was immediately feized, and had been killed by him, if one of his comrades 
had not come to his affiftance; who notwithftanding, firing at the bufi'elo, was fo unhappy 
as to mifs him and mortally wound his companion, and the bufi'elo loon trod out the 
fmall remainder of the fnuff of his life. This unhappy accident agreeing with the Ne¬ 
gro’s report, made us rejoice that we had met with fuch good-natured buffeloes; and 
imniediately refolvcd never for the future to attempt the elephant and buft'elo chace, 
which refolution, in order to be remembered, was regiftered in its proper place. 

The Negroes, to prevent fuch misfortunes, go more warily to work. They firfl 
obferve the place where the bufi'eloes refort in the evening, and place theml'elves on a 
high tree, and as foon as the buffelo comes, they fhoot at him from thence. If they kill 
him, and there is no danger below, they come down, and aflifted by fome of their 
companions, carry oft' their game; but if they have not hit the buft'elo they lit ftill, and 
keep out of danger ; by which means they fhoot feveral. 

The buffelo’s flefh here is very good, and by reafon of the meadow-ground about tlu 
Sant Punt, fat enough. 

This is all that I could poflibly obferve in my fixteen days flay here. Our cruil'er, after 
having taken in fome wood, came to us, and we failed together out of the river, and 
three days after anchored at Cape Lopez di Gtuifalvez; which, as I have before in¬ 
formed you, is the uttermofl point of the gulf of Guinea, fituate in fome few minutes 
of fouth latitude, and Gabon is exadly under the equinodial line. A little fouth of 
Cape LcJj)ez, begins the country of Angola, which llretches feveral degrees fouthward. 
This point or cape is as much or more vifited by fhips than Gabon; for moft of the 
fhips iaden with Haves, come hither to ftore thcmfelves with water and wood, with both 
which it always abounds, and the inhabitants have always quantities of the latter ready 
cut, which they fell fo che^, that we commonly do not give above a bar of iron for a 
whole fathom of it; and Water we have for fetching from a very convenient place near 
the fea-fide. "We generally indeed pay for the liberty of fetching water, to the King, 
or he who calls himfelf fo, three or four knives, and a bottle of malt fpirits; but this is 
rather our civility than ^ny thing elfe, fmee there is no fhip fo fmall, as that it could not 
furnilh itfelf with water and wood by force. But this would, in my opinion, be very 
unreafomble, fmee the natives deferve fome reward for their trouble; and it would alfo 
render it very inconvenient to other fliips that came after us; for the Negroes finding- 
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we did not pay them, would not be very fond of felling more wood, on which account 
it is far the better way to content them with a trifle. 

The trade here, as well as at Rio de Gabon, confifts in elephants* teeth, wax and 
honey, with which it abounds; but by reafon of the multitudes of fliips which daily 
< touch here, not much is to be expefted ; yet one of our yatchs this very year dealt for 
betwixt three and four thoufand weight of elephants’teeth, as well as wax, and at other 
times for larger quantities. 

At Cape Lopez there are a few houfes, in which the inhabitants live as long as any 
fhips are there; but their proper dwelling-place is a li' le beyond this point, upon a 
river which is called Olibatie. The principal men, or grandees, diftingiiilh thr^m'elves 
by the names of king, prince and admiral, though, like thofe of Gabon, they a . e obliged 
to be contented with the name only; and indeed the inhabitants of both places agree 
I'o exactly, that I do not believe the leaft diiference is obfervable betwixt their manner 
of living ; except only, that the latter are far more civil and converfablc than the former. 

I do not think it neceflfary to fay any more concerning this place, than that the fhips 
here meet with a good road, if they arq but fo cautious as to avoid fome fand-banks 
which are hereabouts, which yet are not dangerous in good weather, fince they are 
paffable without damage at high-water, as we experienced. 

I have already told you, that the river Gabon is plentifully ftored with fifli. But 
this place is enriched with prodigious fhoals, that our cruifer one morning, calling his 
net, caught fuch a vail quantity as would have fufficed ten fliips, 

After having palled three days at this Cape, "we heaved in our anchor and fet failj 
deligning for the Ifle of Annaboa; but the llrong tide, which at this time of the year winds 
in a ferpentine manner towards the north, carried us below St.Thome, an illand be¬ 
longing to the Portuguefe; which affords me an opportunity to impart to you fome 
particulars concerning it, after having acquainted you, that though our fliips were cleaned, 
and in good failing condition, we yet v. r » driven above half a degree northward ; but 
another of our Company's fliips, which I had laden with Haves at Fida, and departed 
thence three weeks before me, came the third time to anchor with me at Cape Lopez, 
and told us, that he had been in one degree and a half fouth latitude; but that the 
vehemence of the tide had (which is fcarcely credible) in one night driven him through 
the Line exactly before Gabon. 

The Ille of St.Thome (and not of St.Thomas, as fmie would have it, that being 
ill America in the Danes’ poflellion) was formerly in our hands, and we were obliged to 
quit it by the continual treachery of the Portuguefe, which fatigued our irten, and by 
the great mortality which then afflifted them, in which fo many of our countrymen died, 
that this illand in Europe wdht by the name of the Dutch Church-y.ird. 

'I'he Portuguefe, though more ufed to this fcorching air, prove at this very tiiiy:;, that 
it is a very unwholfome country, great quantities of them dying, and very few living to 
i great age. 

The natural reafon of which, in my opinion,, feems to be, firll, the fcorching heat, 
which continues here the whole year; for one point of it being fituated juft under the 
Line, it is eafy to conceive, that the greateft part of the year mull be intolerably hot. 

Secondly, that this illand chiefly confifts of hills, the valleys betwixt which are con¬ 
tinually filled with a very thick and {linking mill, even in the very h ^tteft time of the 
day, which of necelTity mult condenfe and inflame the air, and ponfequently render it 
very unwholefome. And, in the third place, we may add the exceflfive phlebotomy of 
the Portuguefe, which they have recourie to on the very leaft occafion, fome of them 
letting blood above fifty times in a year; and this it is, which, I believe, makes them 
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look more like walking ghofts than men: and this practice, the longer continued, muft 
neceflarily the more weaken the conftitution ; for the nature of this country is not fuch 
as to fupply them with hally recruits of frefli blood. I’.xccpting what hath been ob- 
fi rved, this is a pleafant and fertile ifland, abounding, according to the report of the 
Portuguefe, with frelh rivers or lakes, and good arable lands, which yield corn, fugar,* 
and cotton. Here are alfo feveral earth-fruits and trees, befides great plenty of cattle, 
larger and finer than on the Gold Coaft. It cannot but have its fliare of terreftrial 
bleflings, becaufe the Romilh clergy have two convents here, according to the beft of 
my remembrance, filled with the fraternities of St. Peter and St.Auguftine. And here 
is alfo a bilhop’s lee. 

More need not be faid to prove this ifland good and proper to live in; for it is cer¬ 
tainly true, that thefe ghoftly Fathers never fettle where, befides fouls’ good, fublunary 
conveniences are not to be gained. 

I lhall now bid adieu to St.Thome, with only acquainting you, that all fliips 
which, by reafon of contrary wind, cannot reach Ilha del Principe, put in here for 
refreflimenls. 

Inftead of Annaboa, being, as I have already told you, fallen below St.'l'home, we 
defpaired of reaching it, becaufe it is more difficult to fail fkun St. Thome than from 
Cape Lopez; but the wind changing, and, contrary to our expectation, getting the 
tide with us, we were fo fortunate in two days’ time as to anchor before the famous 
ifland of Annaboa. 

This ifland is vifited by a great number of (hips, as well thofe which have been trad¬ 
ing in Guinea, as thofe bound for Eaft India and Angola. When the Fail Indiamen 
fell below the gulf of Guinea (for they, different from our account, reckon the gulf 
of Guinea to take in almofl: the whole Coafl), they put in here; and the fliips bound 
for Angola touch here, it being almofl in their way. 

Annaboa is lb prodigioufly flocked with cattle and fruit, that it far exceeds St.'i’homc 
and Prince’s Ifland in both ; though it is much finaller, and indeed not above half the 
circuit of either of them. Like St.Thome, it is almofl always covered with a thick 
mifl ; but if we may believe the Portuguefe, not fo unwholcfome. liut why it is more 
healthful, I fhall not prefume to determine ; for the air is almofl the lame, Annaboa 
being but about one degree and a half more fouth. The land is here full as high as at 
St.Thome ; and in the highefl place of it, according to the report of the Portuguefe, 
is a lake of frefli and very good water, about which, the air is as cold as the fevereft 
autumns in Holland; but who knows whether this be true ? 

The Portuguefe have tilled the plains to half way up the hills, for fo far the grouml 
is good. But ta.king a view of this ifland from below, if feeins very dry and barren; 
notwilliflanding which it is all over planted with fruit-trees, viz. cocoas, oranges, 
lemons, Backovens, bananas, palm-trees, and feveral others, whofe fruits are all plen¬ 
tiful and cheap : one hundred cocoa-nuts are fold for a rix-dollar ; a thoufand oranges 
or lemons at the fame rate; and the other fruits in proportion. Hogs, flieep, goats, 
chickens, &c. are to be bought for almofl; nothing, confidering that we have them fer 
all manner of old frafli dbaths of linen and woollen. In fliort, here is the true Amal- 
thea or Cornucopia, of which the indents have faid lb many fine things. 

The inhabitants«of this ifland are black, and but a fort of half-Chriflians, though 
they bear the name o^ Chriftians; for if they can but read a Pater-nofter and Ave-Ma- 
Maria, confefs to the prie^:, and bring fome offerings with them, they pafs for good 
Chriftians. The white Portuguefe of this ifland efteem them flaves, by reafon that they 
are the defeendants of thofe flaves wdiich they fet on this ifland. They arc all of them, 
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without exception, thieves and rogues, that will injure or defraud no man more than 
they can. I'he women are all common public whores, which allure and miflead the 
failors, and except a very few, are monftroully ugly and ill-favoured, as Monfieur Fok- 
kenbrog has well obferved it. 

The government of thefe people is entrufted in the hands of a white Portuguefe, 
who is honoured with the illuftrious name of Governador. He who was honoured 
with this high poll in my time, was fuch a great Don, that if I had been charitable 
enough to have bellowed the alms of a crown upon him, he would have made no diffi¬ 
culty of receiving it, nor thought it an affi ont to his honourable charge, or the gran¬ 
deur of his nation. His fubjedts alfo Hood in fuch awe cf him, that if I had but delired 
them, they would certainly have broken his head, and have delivered the 'Hand into 
our poflcllion. For this Don being appointed by a Portuguefe gentleman, to whom 
this illand belongs, as rentjkgatherer in his name, to colledl a third of all the inhabitants' 
cattle, fruit and income; in order to fecure fomewhat for himfelf, he very fairly fleeces 
the inhabitants of a complete half, which renders him fo hated by his black fubjedls, 
that they would very willingly be releafcd from their yoke, and deliver the ifland to 
another nation. But it would not indeed be ferviceable to any nation, without all its 
black inhabitants were tranfported thence; for whilft they flay there, on account of 
the lead difference with • the poflelfors, they would fly to the hilly part of the ifland, 
which is fulliciently inacceflible to the Europeans, and from thence fo gall them, that 
they would be obliged to abandon it; as it happened to us, when we formerlyywere in 
polfcffion of it; for we left it on no other account. 

Befides the Governador, I found here alfo two white priefls, who were endowed with 
no other qualities than the profound ignorance and ftupidity of the meaneft of their 
iu;ighbours, except only (which is indeed fomething uncommon) that they could drink 
.IS much brandy as 1 could wine, or other liquor. 

'I'heir wifdom was lodged in their Capuchin’s cap. 1 cannot indeed tell, whether 
they could read or write, fmee I did not fee one book they had, nor would they pro¬ 
duce one, (hough 1 afked the favour; perhaps ♦^hat it might not b : defiled with my 
heretical fingers. They invited us to come and fee their churches, which we did, and 
found them very handfome, and large enough for four times the number of inhabitants 
on the ifland. Before we entered their churches, we were all over befprinkled with 
holy water, from which I conclude that At is not very dear here. They defired a bottle 
of wine of me to celebrate their mafs withal, which I gave them; and they thereupon 
promifed me (though unafked) that they would fay a mafs for my happy voyage; after 
which 1 took leave of them. 

We faw hcrefome fmall pieces of cannon, and afking where they goi them, we were 
informed that they belonged to a fmall French pirate, which ftranded there about ten 
days before, the captain of which, with two of his men, was then upon the ifland. 

Thefe pirates had robbed the Gold Coafl of fome gold. Haves and elephants’ teeth. 
But two days before our arrival here, the Sloter galley, an Englifh fhip, commanded 
Joy Thomas Kent, had fet fail from thence, having made an agreement with thefe pirates, 
m confideration of a part of their prey to be given to the captain, to carry them and 
all their booty to the French iflands. The pirates, depending on this’ contraQ:, had 
brought all their goods on board Captain Kent, and all the men, c'xcept the captain 
and two more, followed, who defigned to have gone on board the tail day of the gal¬ 
ley’s flay here; but as they were coming, were welcomed witA a few nmfquet fhot, 
and charged, if they valued their lives, to return back, Jltich they were obliged to do, 
;md had the fatisfadlion of feeing Captain Kent haul up his anchors and fet fail with all 
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their goods. What think you, fir, were not thefe villains rightly ferved; indeed I 
think they were; and had it been my good fortune to meet with them, I fliould not 
have given them any better treatment. 

After having daid here a few days to refrelh, purfuant to the dircftor-general’s leave, 
we fleered our courfe towards-Elmina, failing continually along the Line, without inclin¬ 
ing one degree towards the fouth or north. I cxpedled to have met with a violent 
heat here; but on the contrary found it fo cold, that though well clad, I could fcarcely 
bear the cold. The failors, w'ho commonly are not moved at a trifle, alfo cloathed 
themlcives very thick. Exprefling my furprife hereat, the captain told me that about 
'his time of t'ae year (being September) it was almoll always fo cold here, notwithftand- 
ing the fun in that month pali'es the line, and mult be exaSly over our heads ; but the 
cafe lies here, we have always thick weather and a ftiff gale, which prevents our feeling 
tlie heat of the fun. * 

After feveral days failing forwards in this manner, guefling that we were advanced 
high enough to make the Coaft, we fleered diredly landwards, and got fight of land 
about the Ouaqua coaft; but our orders running to flay no where, we failed along by 
the ftiore, proceeding on our voyage to Allinee, which the French fome time pad took 
poflfeflion of; and tliat in fuch a diverting manner, that I cannot help imparting it to 
you. The author of the European Mercury for the year 1701, obliges us with the 
following relation of the converting of a Moorifli King to the Chriftian faith, in thefe 
words 

“ Here is another Pagan prince brought over to the Chriftian faith, namely, Lewis 
Hafinibal, King of Syria [which he miftakes fur Allinee], on the Gold ('oaft ol' Africa, 
who, after being a long time inftrucled in the (Chriftian principles, and baptized by the 
Bilhop of Meaux, the King being his god-father, received the facrament of the Lord’s 
fupper, on. the 27th of Eeliruary, from the ('ardinal dc Nuailles, and ofl’ered at the 
fame lime a piclure to the Blefl'ed Virgin, to w hofe protetlion he fubniitted his territories, 
having made a vow, at his return thither, to ufe Ids utmoft endeavours tow'ards the con- 
verfion of his fubje6ts. I'his Moorilh prince departed on the 24th of this month, in 
order to embark at Port Lewis, and be convoyed home by two or three men of war, 
under tlie command of the Chevalier Damon.” 

'I'hus far runs our above-mentioned relation. Now it Is my talk to give you a fliori 
account of the extraction of this pretended King, and to acquaint you with what hap¬ 
pened afterwards. 

Some years pall, the French were accuftomed tofeize all the Negroes that came on 
board them, and fell them into the Weft Indies for Haves; amongfl which happened to 
be the beforefaid Lewis Hannibal, chrillened by the French ; but finditig him endowed 
with a more Ipriglitly geniuj than his countrymeii, initead ol felling, they iTought him 
to the French court, where this impollor pretended to befonatid heir a.ppai ent to the 
King of Allinee ; by which means he fo infmuated himfelf into the good opinion of the 
court, that the King made him feveral very l ich prefetits, and fent him back to his own 
'untry in the manner above related; but upon his arrival upon the Coall, lie was dii'-» 
C‘«red to be only the llavp of a Caboceer of Allinee, to whom, Ihortly after his arrival 
'■urned; and, as 1 am credibly informed, inftead of converting his fubjefts to 
thea ishimfqlf returned to Pagauifm. 

Ihe .jy ejjfjiy thj. refentments of the Erench court, after being fo ridi- 

^^y.”‘-'a‘bbled by a Negro Have; if you conflder that by this means they have loft 
gel^footing on the Gold Coaft; and befides, that the pious 

Lnri nai«. CEiiftian Majefty, to' convert u heathen prince, and eftablifli- 
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him on his throne, was fruftrated; the Cardinal de Noailles and the Bifliop of# 
Meaux laboured in vain : and, in Ihort, the whole French court was difappointed of its 
expectation. By this, fir, you may fee, that as itupid as the Negroes are, yet fome 
amongfl: them are able to delude fuch a wife court as that of France, which 1 doubt 
not but long ere this has repented of its credulity, and a thoufand times curfed the 
pretended King of Syria. But to leave the French in their refentments, and purfue our 
voyage. 

Sailing by Affinee we touched on the Gold Coaft, wliere our companion the cruizer, 
called the Befchermer or protector, commanded by ( iptain Ilinken, found a Zealand 
interloper called the Great Apollo, betwixt the ihore and the Brandenburgh fortj 
which he vigoroufly attacked, and after a fhort but warm refiftance, took nd brought 
her as good prize to Fdmina. 

This, fir, is the end of my voyage, and w'ill alfo be the lafl: letter that I fhall write 
to you concerning the ftate of Guinea. What you have farther to expect from me, is, 
as I have already told you, the refult of others obfervations. I beg your approbation 
of the contents of this and all my pall, affuring you I have written nothing to you but 
real truth, digelted from my own obfervation. If I am fo happy as to pleafe you in 
this attempt, I fliall be fo far from thinking my labour Ictll, that 1 lliall conclude it 
doubly rewarded. 

'J'hefe, fir, are the fincere afleverations of one that never will omit any thing which 
can render you an agreeable fervicc; but is now and lhall ever be inceffantiy ambitious 
of the honourable name of 

Your hearty humble fervant,’ 

W. Bosman. 


A DESCRIPTION OF RIO FORMOSA, ou, THE RIVER OF BENINj 

Bring thefirjl Supplemental, or Turnty-Jirji Letter. 

Containing a Drfeription of Rio Formofa, or the Ri ver of Benin ; the great Number of 
its Branches. — The Trading-place and Church of the Portuguefc. — 2'he Kwg of 
Benin’s great Opinion of himfelf. — Our ordinary Trading-place. — The Pirates of Ufa. 

’Pbc Morafs and floating Land in and about the River, which is very pleafani but 
unu'holifome, and the Reafon why. — 'The great Mortality of cur Men on Ship-board. 
— The Rajhntfs of five Mariners, and a remurkuble Event whieh followed' if. ” The 
Country is very even and full of 'Trees.— -Who arc the King cf Benin’s Vajfals. — The 
King’s Slave an honourable Name. — Benin no' very populous. — 2'hc three principal 
'Trading-places', their Names, Conjlitution, and Governors. — Bcfidcs which, a fourth 
'Trading-place, where one of our chiefejl Commanders or I'a,elors was killed; on which 
account a double Revenge was taken. — 'The Benin Inhabitants generally good-natured, 
civil, and very converfMe People; who are not to be treated fur,cwly, but gently ; are 
very pertinacious in their old Cujioms; who arc the Managers of their 'Trade; 
they are very civil to Strangers, but treacherous to each other ; their Governors very 
covetous. — There arc three E/iates befidcs the King ; ^concerning the jirfi, and their 
Power: —Of thefccond, their Marks of Honour or Knighthood, the Ltfs of which is 
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puntfhed with Death ; of which fame Examples: — The third State; the manual 
Arts and Trades of the Commonalty. — The rich live very well, and are very charita¬ 
ble to the Poor. — The Habits of the Negroes of both Sexes. — Each Perfon jnarrics as 
many Wives as he is able to keep ; the Manner of their Marriage ; the Hujbands very 
jealous of their Wives, of which they are abfolute Majlcrs. — Three Sorts of Punijhmcnts 
for Adultery. — Of pregnant Women and their Delivery. — The male Infants belong to 
the King. — Both male and female are circumcifed. — The groaning Treat. — Twins 
cjlcemcd a good Omen, except at Arebo; the Cruelty of whofc Inhabitants on that occa- 
Jlon deferibed and confirmed by fame hijiances. — A facred Grove, and their Opinions 
concerning it. — They arc very prolific. — Menftruous Women cjlcemcd unclean. — The 
Negroes here not fo much afraid of Death as others ; their Remedies in cafe of Sicknefs. 
— Phyficians not much valued, and how treated. — Who hath the Right of Inheritance, 
and in what cafes the King is Heir.—Common Whores. — Their Government. — Punijh- 
ment of Thievery, to which they are not much additlcd. — The Puniflmenis of Murder, 
and their DiJiinEiions concerning that Crime. —Five Sorts of Oaths. — How Fines are 
dijlributcd. — Their mufical Injlrumcnts ; they dance very well to the Harp ; arc great 
Gamejlers ; their Religion very cenfufed; each particular Perfon hath his feparatc 
Pricjl ; their Notion of the Deity, and their Ratiocinations on that Subject ; they worjhip 
Idols, and the Devil in the fame Shape. — Apparitions of Spirits. — Daily and annual 
Offerings. — Their Sentiments concerning a future l.ife .— Multiplicity of Idols, and 
their Fcjlivals ; which is their great Jl Feflival ; their Sabbath. — They celebrate the 
Times of the Death of their Parents.—Their Divifion of Time. — T'hcir ll'ars, and Con- 
fufion therein ; they arc great Cowards ; their Weapons. — All Sorts of Game, and wild 
Quadrupeds ; great Baboons which fall upon Men. — Great Plenty of feathered Kind: 
but not fuch Stores of Fiji} ; yet great Quantities of terrene and arboriferous Fruits. — 
Of fcveral dying Ingredients. — The King's Revenue, wherein it confijls. — A Deferip- 
tion of the Town of Benin, which is very long and well built; Strangers not allowed 
there. — Of the Grandees which follow the Court. — Natives cannot be fold for Slaves, 
nor is it allowed to tranfport any out of the Kingdom as fuch, though Strangers. — 77 't 
Trades and Employments of the Commonalty; their Tradcfmcn. — Very fine Streets in 
the City. — Slavery of the Women, which arc fond of all Europeans except the Portu- 
guefe. — A large Defeription of the King's Court, and the Coral-Fcajl, at which 
the King is prefent. — T^hc Author's Audience of the King ; his Portraiture. — The 
War betwixt Are de Rou and the King, which hath ruined the City of Benin; 
which is at prefent wajle and dej'olatc. — Conclufion of this Letter. 

Sir, 

IN obedience to your orders, this contains a defeription of the river of Benin. 1 dare 
not alTure you of your expefted fatisfaftion ; but would fain hope that my endeavours, 
however imperfeft, being the utmoft I can do, may meet with your favourable re* 
ception. 

About fifty miles eaft of Ardra, are fituate the cape and river of Formofa, otherwife 
called Benin, from the kingdom of Great Benin, with which it is encompaffed. This 
river (hews itfelf very plainly if enteroJ from the weft ; for from Ardra the land is even 
and woody: the wel^ point is much higher, and looks like a rock with the top cut ofl. 
But the eaft point is low and flat land: its mouth is about a mile wide; bur failing 
farther up, is yet widec in fome places and narrower in others. This river fprouts 
itfelf into innumerable branches; fome of which are fo wide, that they very well de- 
ferve the name of rivers j and the banks of each of them are inhabited by a particular.. 
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nation, governed by its own King. The multitude of its branches render the failing up 
this river fo difficult, that a pilot is abfolutely neceflary. 

About a mile and a half from its mouth there are two branches, about half a mile 
from each other. Upon one of which the Portuguefe have a lodge and church at the 
town of Awerri, which is governed by its particular and independent King, who doth 
not treat the King of Great Benin any otherwife than as his neighbour and ally; th ugh 
that vain Prince Ihews no marks of efteeni for him, nor any other potentates, imagining 
that if he is not tfie greateft King in the whole, yet indifputably in the Guinean world ; 
that part of it tl,at is fituate above one hundred mdes beyond his own territories, being 
as little known to him as the large remainder of the 'lobe. 

riic common-trading place here is called Arebo, lituate above fixty miles 'Love the 
liver’s mouth ; fo far, and yet farther, our ihips may very conveniently come j in their 
pallage failing by hundreds of branches of this river, befides creeks, fome of which 
are very nide. 

■What I have tdready hinted is fufficient to give you an idea of the breadth of this 
river, but its length and fource I have not been able to difeover, no Negro being able 
to give me an exad account of it j but I believe its branches extend into all the cir¬ 
cumjacent countries ; for 1 have fecii feveral men that came from Ardra, Calbary, and 
leveral othei' places, in order to trade, which were taken on this river by the robbers, 
and Add for ilaves. Thefe robbers, or pirates, live juft at the mouth of the river, and 
arc called the pirates of Ufa; they arc very poor, and live only on robbery; they fail 
hence to al! parts of this river, and feize all that lights in their way, whether men, 
beads, or goods; all which they fell to the firft that come hither for victuals,.with 
which they are not at all provided. 

The Poraigiiefe informed me, that here was a land road which reached to Calbary, 
and one much more commodious by water ; that it was eafy, with a canoe, to get into 
the circumjacent rivers, viz. Lag< i;, Elrei, Camarones, and feveral others, befides 
tlie river Volta, which laft 1 canJearcely believe^ it being utterly improbable; but as to 
the former rivers, they are A) near the other, that it may be eaf !v done. 

Sei’cral miles upwards, from the mouth of the river, the land is every where low 
and morafly, and its banks all along adorned with great numbers of high and 
low frees, and the country all about it divided into iflands, by the multiplicity of its 
branches ; befides which, here arc ft. cral forts of floating ifies, or lands covered with 
reed, whicli are driven by the winds, or Travadoes, from one place to another, by 
which means they often happen in our way, and oblige us to fteer a different courfe, 
on which occafions pilots or guides are very convenient. 

The river itfelf is very pleafant, but very unwholefome, as mrft of the rivers on 
the coall feem to be naturally, wliich I am apt to think is occafioned by the continual 
contagious exhalations which hover about them, more efpecially thofe in low ground 
and morafl'es. To which may be added another, and not lefs plague, the innunierable 
millions of gnats, which the Portuguefe call Mufquitoes; for the land, as I have already 
told you, being very woody, is infupportably peftered with thefe vermin, efpecially in 
the nights, when they attack us in whole-legions, and fl,mg fo feverely, that feveral 
perfoiis have been fo marked with puftulcs, that, it was impollible to know them. This 
torment, which deprives us of our natural reft, heightened by tjr: unwholefomenefs of 
the climate, continually occafions a great mortality amongll our ,nen. You very well 
know, that this is my fecund voyage to this river, and that the firft time I was here w'e 
loft half our men, and at prefent the number of our dead on board is not lefs, and the 
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^ remainder are mofl; of them fick, which ftrikes fuch a general terror into the failors, 
that the boldell of them is afraid of his life. 

Five of our failors were fo rafhly impious, as to throw dice who ihould die or live 
to come out of this river. They over-perfuaded my eldeft fervant to throw for his 
chance with them, and the higheil caft being efteemed fafeft, he threw eleven. And 
it is really remarkable, that this lad is yet alive, but the other five died all in the river 
of Benin. 

Bating the faid contagion of the climate, this is a very defirable place of trade, by 
reafon of the plcafantnefs of the river and adjacent country, which is very even ground, 
without hills, and yet riles by gentle degrees, which alFords the mofl agreeable profpeft 
in the world ; which is yet improved by the multitude of trees which iland lb regular, 
as if they w'ere defigncdly planted in that order. 

The inhabitants of this river, and the neighbouring country, have fcveral Pringes ; 
and, indeed, each fmall nation is governed by his own King, though all of them are 
vaffals to the King of Benin, except thofe of Awerri, where the Portuguefe live, and 
the pirates of Ufa, both of whom would never yet fubniit to his y(>ke. 

They are all free-mcn, notwithllanding which they are treated as Haves by their 
King, and are fo far from taking it for an unhappinefs, that the title of the King's 
Have is a diftinguilhing mark of honour amonglt them. 

Though here is a prodigious number of people, yet in proportion to the extent of 
land, and upon the comparifon with Ardra, this country is not populous. 'I’hc 
towns are widely diftant from each other, as well thofe near the river as farther in¬ 
lands 

There are at prefent three principal towms w'hcre we trade, and w hither all the neigh- 
bouring in-land Negroes refort, efpecially when we have caft anchor there. 

The firft of thefe villages is Boededoe, containing about fifty houfes or cottages, 
built with reed and leaves. It is governed by a viceroy, and fome grandees appointed 
by him, who, under the King, and in his name, govern the whole dillritl of land ; but 
their authority doth not extend beyond things of fmall importance, as civil caufes and 
the railing taxes for the King ; but if any thing confiderable happens, or any capital 
crime is committed, they are not permitted to decide it, but mull fend to court and 
wait their orders. 

Arebo, the fecond village, which is fituate much farther up the river, is a fine large 
oblong town, indifferently well furnilhed with houfes and people. The houfes are 
much larger than at Boededoe, though built in the fame manner. This place, and its 
dependant country is, as well as the former, governed by a viceroy. 

Some years pail here were two lodges, or faftories, one of which belonged to the 
Englifh,jpand the other to our Company ; each of them had tlieir particular fablors and 
trullees, called in Portuguefe Mercadors and Fiadors; the lull of which are here but 
a fort of brokers: but the Kngliih not having traded here for many years, their 
lodge is fallen down and demoiifhed, and their factors and brokers incorporated with 
ours. 

Agatton, the third village, was formerly a confiderable trading-place, but hath fuf- 
fered fo much bj^ the wars, that it lies*' in a manner wafte at prefent. It is fituate on a 
fmall hill in the river,, juft joined to the firm land. 

The remaining ruins difeover it to have been a very large village, much more 
agreeable and healthful than the others are, for which reafon the Negroes employ their 
utmoft; diligence in the re-building of it. It is environed with all forts of fruit-trees. 
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Hcreilbouts are leveral ftnall villagos, whofe inhabit^ifts come hither at every con- 
fjderable market, which is held here for five days. A day’s journey by land from 
Agatton, is the city or village of Great Benin, the refidcnt of the King; but more of 
this hereafter. 

I niuft not here omit a certain village, where we formerly traded, which is called 
Meiborg, probably borrowing its name from tliat of one of our fartors. 

Several years pad our Company had a confiderable factory and forue fervants here. 
Their lad fadfor here was N. Bceldiiiyder, wlio made himfolf to be hated by the natives, 
by reafon of his brutality. Befides which, lie cad a 1.' -ivious eye on one of tlie Ne¬ 
gro governor’s wives, which he ravifhed, and thereby jo enraged licr iiiiured hu^oand, 
that he refolved to take his utmod faiisfadion of BeeldfnvJer, and c-mc : gnind him 
w ith a party of armed men, defigning to have I;is life, but he defciKling hlmfcif in his 
ilight, narrowly cfcaped on board one of oiir.lhi[ s, which then i.iy 'lIilil, but was wiihal 
(i.uigcToiiily wounded. He was no fooiuT come on biciid, tlian he failed out of the 
tight of his purfuers, but one of his wou-iJs proveti fo fatal, th..t, through the undiil- 
fulnel's of the furgeon, he died of it. 

Mr. N. N., wlio was then the Coinpauv’;- dirccfror-gaicr:.! on t'te coad, and was not 
fully informed of the merits of the can! ', did not let his deatii puis unrevenged, but 
immediately fent a yacht, reinforced willi I’.imina folJiors to Bcr.iri, with Uriel orders 
to take the utmod revenge for the unirik r or mallacre, as it was termed. 'I'hefe fol- 
diers lo rigoroufly executed, or perhaps drctchcJ thrfr coinmiilion, tliat they killed or 
took prifoaers every perfon of the village that could not make titeir tfcaj^e. 

I'he King of Greiit Benin being informed of this, and the author i f the inaffacre, 
was not content with the revenge which our dirodlor had taken, l)at commanded the 
perfon, who was the occafioncr of the* madacre, to come to him ; atid though he had 
defended the honour of his family, and was confoquently very cxcufable, yet the King 
caufed him and his w'holc race, to thi* ird and fourtli generation, to be cut to pieces ; 
which cruelty was eyi'ciited, in order to judify himfelf, not only v.ith refpeid to the 
action, but alfo the very knowledge of it. 

The dead corpfes of rhefc niifcrable wretches were thrown upon the dunghill as a 
fpoClacle, to be devoured by the wild beads ; and their lioufes were razed to the ground, 
with drict orders, that they fliouUl never be re-built. We, finding the King fo zea- 
loiifly intereded for us, have ever fince continued our trade there. 

'i'he inhabitants of Great Benin are generally good-natured and very civil, from 
whom jt is eafy to obtain whatever we defire by foft means: if wo make them liiicral 
prefents, they will endeavour to recompenfe them doubly ; and if we '• Anr am thm;,;, 
and adi it of them, they very feldom deny us, though they Iiavo occafioh for it ihcm- 
felves. But they are fo far in the right, to expeft that tlieir coiirtefy fhuiild Im repaid 
with civility, and not with arrogance and rudenefs j for to think of forcing any thing 
from them, is to difpute with the moon. 

They are very prompt in Inifmels, and will not fufior any of their antient cudoms 
(o be uboliflied ; in which, if u'e comply with them, they aje very eafy to deal with, 
and will not be wanting in any tiling on their part re^quifile to a good a;;reemcnt. But 
what is word of all, is, that they are very tedious in licaling : man; limes they have a 
dock of clejihanls’ teeth by them, which wcare generally eiglu or ui days before we 
can agree with them for; but this is managed with fo many cercujonious civilities, that 
it is impodible to be angry with them. Anotlier inconvenience which reJly deferve;; 
complaint, is, that, at our arrival here, we arc obliged to trud them with goods to tmtltc 
PAnes or deaths of; for the payment of which we frequently day fo long, that l>v 
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reafon of the advancement of the feafon, the confumptlon of our provifions, and the 
ficknefs and mortality of our men, we are obliged to depart without our money,; but 
on the other hand, the next time we come hither, we are fure to be honeftly paid 
the whole. 

The perfons which treat with us on their behalf, are fuch as are thereto appointed by 
the government, and are called by the above-mentioned names of Mercadors and Fia- 
dors; and thefe are the only merchants with which we deal: this cuftom having 
obtained, by reafon that thefe fadors can fpcak a miferable fort of Portuguefe, which 
qualifies them to talk with us. This is their only excellency, without which they 
would be looked on as the very fcum of their countrymen, and not thought worthy a 
name amongft them. 

At our arrival here, we are obliged to pay fome forts of cuftoms to thefe brokers and 
the governors, which are fo inconfiderable, that they are hardly worth mentioning. 

The natives here feem very civil to each other, and omit no opportunity of ofl'ering 
their mutual fervices ; but this is bare compliment; for they will not truft one another, 
but are jcaloufly prudent, and very referved, efpecially in the management of their 
trade, which they difpatch with utmoft fecrefy, out of fear of being reprefented as great 
traders to their governors, who, upon fuch a difcovery, would certainly accufe them 
of fome crime or other, in order to poflefs themfelves, though never fo unjuRly, of the 
effeds of thefe rich merchants. And here, as well as every where elfe, it is eafy to find 
a Hick to beat a dog withal; wherefore thole who are out of power, and have no 
lhare in the government, always pretend to be poorer than they really are, in order 
to'efcape the rapacious hands of their fuperiors. This obliges them all to a cunning 
fort of mutual civility, in order to avoid accufers ; and their profcfiions are very rarely 
fincere, but only feigned. 

I have obferved here three ftates, befides the King, which governs abfolutely, his 
will being a law and bridle to his fubjeefs, which none of them dare oppofe. 

Next him, the firft and higheft ftate is compofed of three perfons, called here great 
lords, or great men, which are always near the King’s perfon ; and any perfon that 
wants to apply to Ilis Majefty, is obliged firft to addrefs himfelf to them, and they 
undertake to acquaint him with it, and return his anfwer. But they are hire to inform 
'him only of what they pleafe themfelves, and confequently in the King’s name, they aft 
as they think fit; fo that in reality the whole government depends folely on them; 
which may the more eafily happen, becaufe, except a very few, no perfons are admitted 
into the King’s prefence, much lefs allowed to fpeak with him. 

The fecond ftate or rank is compofed of thofe which are here called Are de Roe, or 
Street Kings; fome of which prefide over the commonalty, and others over the Haves; 
fome-ever military affairs, others over the affairs relating to cattle and the fruits of the 
earth. See. And indeed here is a particular fupervifor over every thing that can be'' 
thought of. 

Out ofihe number of thefe Are de Roes, are chofen the viceroys and governors of 
the countries which are fubjeft to the King. Thefe are all under the command of, 
and refponfibje to, the three great men on all occafions. They obtain thefe honourable 
ports by the recommendation of thefe three lords; and the King, as an enfign of this 
honour, prefents eUch of them with a ftring of coral, that being equivalent to the arms 
of an order of knighthood. This ftring they are obliged to wear continually about their 
necks, without ever da'ring to put it off on any account whatever; for if they are fo unhappy 
as to lofe it, or carelefsly fuffer it to be ftolen, they are ipfo fa£lo irreprievably condemned 
to die. For the confirmation of which I can give you two inftances, to one of which 
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I was witnefs; viz. a Negro, who, through inadvertency!^ had fufFered this chain to 
be ftolen from him, and without delay was executed, as was alfo the other who acknow¬ 
ledged hirafelf guilty of the faid robbery, befidcs three more which were privy to it, and 
did not timely difcover it. Thus five men were put to death for a chain of coral, that 
was not intrinfically worth two-pcnce. 

The fecond inflance happened about the year 1700, and was fornewhat more extra¬ 
ordinary. At that time there lay near me, before the village of Boededoe, two Portu- 
guefe fliips or barks, one of which departed before us, but the other was obliged lo 
ftay a month or two after me, in order to get in his debts: which coming-in very flowly, 
the captain refolved to caufe a Fiador, that was his greateft debtor, to be arpeftf- .1 in 
his (hip ; but w'hen he attempted it, the other refilled, and endeavour.jd ti efcape : 
and during the feufile with the failors, the pilot caught hold of his chain of coral, broke 
it in pieces and threw it overboard ; which fo difpirited the Fiador, tlrat he let go his 
hold and furrendered himlelf immediately. But fome time after, finding the pilot 
afleep, and having gotten a blundcrbufs, he (liot him through the head; and thus 
obliged him to exchange his 1 tural for a more lafting fleep, with which the Negro was 
not yet fatisfied, but afterwards wounded the dead body in fevcral places, and then 
threw away his knife, adding, that he had now' taken his revenge, and that it was per¬ 
fectly indifferent to hint what they did to him: “ For,” coniinue;^ he, “ when my 
coral was thrown overboard, I was a dead man ; and at prefent I am in the fame cun- 
dition.” The Portuguefe did not venture to punifh him, but delivered him to the 
governor of the place, who difpatched him to the King; and the bark departing. His 
Majefty committed him to clofe prifon, in order to punilh him very feverely in the pi'e- 
fence of the next Portuguefe that (hould come thither. This very year I faw the 
Negro ; and juft upon my departure, tw'o Portuguefe ftiips came with orders to demand 
juftice for their murdered pilot; how' they fucceeded I cannot fay, becaufe I left that 
place immediately after ; but that it coft d.e Negro his life is undeniable. 

The King keeps theft* corals in his own pofTeflion, and the counterfeiting, or having 
any of them in pofTeflion without his grant, is puniflied wath death. They arc made 
of a fort of pale red coCtile earth or (lone, and very well glazed, and are very like 
fpeckled red marble. 

From the laft relation it is eafy to infer, that the Fiadors are the third rank or (late 
of this country ; for no perfon is permitted to wear this coral, unlefs honoured by the 
King with fome poll; fmee, as I have already told you, they can have it only from 
the King. 

Befides the Fiadors, under the fame rank are alfo reckoned the Mercadors, or mer¬ 
chants; Fulladors, or interceflbrs; the Veilles, or elders; all which arc diftinguifhed 
by the above-mentioned mark of honour. 

And befides thefe three, I know of no other offices or dignities ; wherefore the com¬ 
monalty take place next; very few of which are laborious or indullrious, unlefs it be 
thofe who are wretchedly poor: the others laying the whole burthen of thfiir work on 
their wives and Haves, whether it be tilling the ground, fpinning of cotton, w'eaving of 
deaths, or any other handicraft; whilft they, if they have but the leafl flock, apply 
themfelves to merchandize alone. Here are very Yew manual arts, befides w'eaving, 
pradifed or underftood. The chief workmen here are either imiths, carpenters or 
ieather-dreflers ; but all their workmanfhip is fo very clumfy, liiat a boy that has been 
but one month learning in Europe would out-do them. ’ 

The inhabitants of this country, if poflefled of any riches, oat and drink very well; 
that is to fay, of the beft. The common diet of the rich is beef, mutton or chickens, 
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^nd Janimes for their bread,' \vhich, after they have boiled, they beat very fine, in order 
to make cukes of it. '/'hoy frequently treat one another, and impart a portion of their 
fuperfluity to the uecehiious. 

The meaner fort cnatent theinlelvcs with fmoked or dried lifh ; which, if faltod. Is 
very like what ve iii J'.urope call Rafancl Reckel. Thfii bread is alio Jammes, bana¬ 
nas and beans: they drink water, and Parclun-wane, which is none ot the beft. Tlie 
richer /ort driid-. water and brand.y, whenlbey can get it. 

The King, the great lords, and every governor wiio is but indliferenily rich, fiibfift 

favera! j' ■ r a.t iheir place of reiklencc on their charily, einjdoying thofe who are lit 

for anv work, in order lo help them to a maintenance; and the re/l they keep for 
Chau's lake, and to o'miin the clraracltr of being charitable; fo that here arc no beg¬ 
gars. Ami this luceli'ary care fucceeds fo well, ilrat we do not fee many remarkably 

poor arnungll them. 

I'hey are very liberal in all mutual prefents of all forts of goods, and they give the 
Europeans prodigious quantities of relreiliing jirovilions, and more than they really 
want; nay, fomc in this particular give beyond their ability, only in order to acquire 
a good reputation amongfl ftrangers. 

The habit of ,the Negroes here is neat, ornamental, and much more magnificent 
than that of the Negroes of the Gold Coaft. The rich amongfl them w ear firfi a w'hitc 
calico or cotton cloth about one yard long, and half fo broad, which ferves them a?; 
drawers; over that they w'car a finer white cotton drefs, that is commonly about lix'- 
tcen or twenty yards long, which they very ornamentally plait in the middle, caflirig 
over it a fcarf of about a yard long and two fpans liroad, the end of which is adorned witli 
fringe or lace, which is fomewhat like the female Negroes on the Gold Goaft: tlie upper 
part of tlicir body is moflly naked. Thefe are thecloatlis in which they appear abroad ; 
but at I.’c inc they wear only a coarfe Paan inflead of drawers, covered witli a guar 
painted cloth woven here, which they wear like a cloak, '/'he mean fort go thus 
cioathed, but the Huff tl.cy wear is much coarfer; and as to fine or coarfe, each p.er- 
fon is governed bv his cirr.umflanccs. 

'Ehe wives of the great lords wear calico Pa.ans woven in this country, which arc 
very fine, and very bcamifully chequered with feveral colours. Thefe Paaiis or clcatlis 
are not very long, and are buckled togither like thofe which arc worn at Fiila, laii 
with this difference, that as the I'i iafe P;ian is open before, this on tlie contrary is open 
behind, or on one fulc, and covered before. The upper part of their body is covered 
with a beautiful ckwh of about a yard long., inflead of a veil, like that which the w'omea 
M'ear on the Gold Goafl. Their necks are adorned with necklaces of coral, very agree¬ 
ably difpofed or plaited. 'Fheir arms are dreffed up with bright copper or iron arm- 
rings 7* as are alfo the legs of fome of them, and their fingers are us thickly crouded 
with copper rings as they can pollibly wear t'e.'m. Thus fet out, fir, tliey look pretty 
tolerable, and may pafs for fuch for want of ! jtn r. 

d'he meaner fort of women as well as the men of the fiime condition, differ from the 
rich oiily in the goodnefs of their cloaths. 

Almofl all the children go naked ; the boys till they are ten or twelve years old, 
and the girls till nature difeovers their maturity ; till then they wear nothing but fomc 
ffi ings of coral twilled about their middles, which is not fufficient to hide their nudities. 

The men do not curl or adorn their hair, but content themfclvcs with letting it grow 
in its natural pofture, except buckling it in two or three places in order to hang a great 
coral to it. But the women’s hair is very artificially turned up into great and fmall 
buckles, afld .divided on the crown of the head, like a cock’s comb inverted ; by which 
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means the fmall curls are placed in exatt order. Some'^vide their hair into twenty or, 
more plaits or curls, according as it happens to be either thick or thin. Some oil it 
with the oil which they roafl out of the kernels of oil-nuts, by whicli means it lofes its 
black colour, and in procefs of time, turns to a Ibrt of green or yellow, that they are 
very fond of; notwithftanding w'hich, in my opinion, it looks hideoufly. 

The men here marry as many women as their circuinflances will allow them to 
keep, i'hey have fcarcely any, or at moll very few marriage ceremonies amongll cither 
poor or rich ; except only that one treats the bride’s iViends more fplendidly than the 
other. Their marriages arc commonly made in the ’ i!hawing manner: if a man like 
a virgin, he difeovers his paflion tooneol the moll ■■.■onfiderabK; amongll his relations, 
who repairs to her houfe, and alks her of her relations, who, if Ihe is r.v ' before pro- 
mifed, Icldom deny his requclt; the confetit tlien of the relations or jtarents thus ob¬ 
tained, the match goes on, and the bridegroom cloaths his future bride with a rich fuit 
of cloaths, necklaces, and bracelets ; and alter having handfomcly treated the relations 
on both fidcs, the wedding is ended without any farther ceictnony. The treat I now 
f'peak of, is not performed at the houfe of ilie bridegroom, or indeed any other, but 
the vicluals and drink are drcllcd ami prepared, and each h:uh his part fent home. 

The Negroes arc very jealous ot their wives with their own countrymen, but not in 
the lead with refpecl to us ; for they arc very little concerned at our converfmg with 
tlieir wives, whether we rally, fit, or lie by them, provided we keep v\ithin the 
bounds of inodelly ; nay, they have entertained fo good an opinion of us, that w'hen 
we vifit them, if their alhiirs call them away, they not only leave us alone with, but 
recommend us to their wives for diverlion, whilll they arc cait; but no male Nelijro is 
allow'cd to come near the w'oinen’s apartment, which is a cuftom very llriclly obferved 
by them. 

All the dilfercnce betwixt the w ives of the great and thofe of the meaner fort is, that 
tn(‘ latter go every where, where tk . work obliges them ; but the former are alnioil 
always Unit up ver) dole, to obviate all occafions of tranfgreilion. 

If a man be in his own houl'e, accompanied by fome cl his wives, and receives a 
vihl from an) of his acquaintance, the wives immediately retire to another part of the 
houfe, that they may not be Ihen; but if the vifitaiits are Europeans, they continue 
with their hulbands, by reafon it is thdr delire, whom they ufe all arts to pleafe, be- 
caufe their happinefs depends on them, for the men are here abfolute mafters of their 
wives. 

yldultcry is here pimifited three feveral ways : fird, amongfl; the conmionalty, in the 
following manner : if any of them is fufpicious of the levity of anv of his wives, ho 
tries all poUible means to furprife her in the fad, without which ho cannot punifh her ; 
but if he fucceeds in his endeavours, he is thereby lawfully eiititled to di the .IFods of 
her paramour, w hether confiding in flaves, Bodies (their money), elephants’ teeth, 
or any other mercantile comim'dity} all which he may immediately feiae and perfedly 
ufe, occupy, and enjoy as lus own. The oflenuing wife ie puuifhed very heartily with 
a cudgel, and driven out of his houfe to leek her fortune; but no perfon being very 
fond of marrying her after this, fhe retires to another place, where die pades for a 
widow, by way of aiming at another hulband ; oi' elfe drives to fuhiilt herfelf by a trade 
not very difficult (for her at lead) to learn. * 

Thus far extends the poor man’s fatisfadion ; tlie rich revenge themfelvcs much the 
fame w'ay; but the woman’s relations, to av'oid the fcandal wr/ich might daereby accrue 
to their family, reconcile the ull’ended luilband with a good fura of money, and thereby 
prevail upon him to admit her to grace, which they generally do; and then the thus 
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' ftonecl adultr^s paffes for asllrtuous a woman as before her crime, and is alfo for 
the future treated with alJ matrimonial endearments in her turn, as well as his other 
wives. 

The governors punifli adulterers more fevcrcly; for if they furprife any debauching 
their wives, they kill both them and their paramours on the very fpot where they com¬ 
mitted the crime, and throw their dead bodies on the dunghill, to be expofed as a prey 
to wild beads. 

Thele levere puniflnnents of adultery amongfl: all ranks of people deter men from 
meddling with other’s wives fo much, that this crime is very feldom committed here. 

'I'he Negroes are very libidinous, which they aferibe to their pardon-wine and good 
eating. 

/(rhe pregnant wife is not allowed even the matrimonial careffes of her hufliand, till 
flie is delivered; after w'hich, if a male infant, it is prefented to the King, as properly 
and of right belonging to him; and hence all the males of the land are called the 
King’s flaves; but the females belong to the father, and live with him, according to 
his pleafure, till they are of age; after which he marries them, when and to whom 
he pleafes. 

Eight or fourteen days, or fometimes longer, after the birth of their children, both 
males and females arc circumcifed ; the former are hereby bereft of their prepuce, and 
tl>e latter of a fmall portion of their Clitoris : befides which, they make finall incifions 
all over the bodies of the infants, in a fort of regular manner, exprefling fome figures 
thereby ; but the females are more adorned with thefc ornaments than the males, and 
each at pleafure of their parents. 

You may eafily guefs that this mangling the bodies of thefe tender creatures mufl; be 
very painful; but fince it is the fafliion here, and is thought very ornamental, it is 
praftil'ed by every-body. 

When the child is feven days old, the parents make a fmall feaft, imagining that the 
infant is pall its greateft dangers ; and in order to prevent the evil fpirits from doing it 
any mifehief, they llrew all the ways with drefled vidtuals to appeafe them. 

If a woman bear two children at a birth, it is believed to be a good omen, and the 
King is immediately informed thereof, who caufes public joy to be exprelTed with all 
forts of their mufic. The father, imagining it too heavy a talk for the woman to 
fuckle both the children, fearches out a w'et-nurfe, whofe child is dead, whom he per- 
fuades, by the force of money or good words, to nurfe one of his children. 

In all parts of the Benin territories, twin-births are eftcemed good omens, except at 
Arebo, where they are of the contrary opinion, and treat the twin-bearing women very 
'barbaroufly, for they aduallv kill both mother and infants, and facrifice them to a 
certain davil, which they fondly imagine harbours in a wood near the village. But if 
the man happens to be more than ordinarily tender, he generally buys off his wife, by 
facrificing a female-llave in her place; but the childrai are, without poflibility of re¬ 
demption, obliged to be made the fatisiaftory offerings which this favage law requires. 

In the year 1699, a merchant’s wife, commonly called Ellaroe or Mof, lay in of 
two children, and her hulbahd redeemed her with a flave, but facrificed his children. 
After which, I had frequent opportunities of feeing and talking with the difconfolate 
mother, who never cotild fee an infant without a very melancholy refledion on the 
fete of her own, which always extorted briny tears from her. 

The following year, the like event happened to a prieft’s wife: flie was delivered 
of two children, which, with a flave inftead of his wife, he was obliged to kill and 
fecrifice with his own hands, by reafon of his facerdotal fundion j and exadly one year 

if after, 



bosman's guinea. 


5^7 

after, as though it had been a punilhment inflifted heaven, the^fame womaa 
was, the fecond time, delivered of two children ; but how the prieft managed himfelf 
on this occafion, I have not been informed, but am apt to think that this poor woman 
was forced to atone her fertility by death. 

Thefe difmal events have, in proccfs of time, made, fuch impreflions on the men, 
that when the time- of their wives’ delivery approaches, they fend them to another 
country; which makes me believe, that for the future, they will corred thefe inhu¬ 
manities. 

The wood before-mentioned, in which the devil fuppofed to lurk, is by them 
efteemed fo facred, that they never permit a foreign Negro, or any of his wivesf to 
enter it. If any perfon accidentally happen on a path which leads to thi^ wood, he is 
obliged to go to the end of it, without returning before he comes there: and they 
firmly perfuaded, that if this law be violated, or that of offering the children and 
mother, or at leafl: a femalc-flave in her place, the land will be infefted with fome fevere 
plague. Notwithflanding all which, I have frequently gone a lliooting in this wood, 
and to ridicule their credulity, dcfignedly turned before I had gone half to the end of 
the path} by which means I not a little flaggered the faith of fome who faw that my 
boldnefs was not attended with any ill confequences. But the roguifli priefts were 
immediately ready at hand, with an exception, which was, that I being a white man, 
their god, or rather devil, did not trouble his head with me; but if a Negro Ihould 
prefume to do fo, the danger would foon appear. 

The multiplication of mankind goes forward very fuccefsfully here; w'hich is not 
very hard to believe, fince the wmmen are not barren, and the men vigorous; b'efides 
which, they have the advantage of a choice out of their great number of wives} of 
which, for their encouragement, the fruitful woman is highly valued, whilfl; the barren 
is defpifed. 

Menltruous women are here deerri^, I fo unclean, that they arc not permitted fo much 
as to enter their Imfliands’ houfes, or to touch any thing either to drefs the domeflic 
diet or clean the houfe, or indeed on any other account; iK'i- a.e th^ permitted fo 
much as to look into, much lefs enter feveral houfes, but during this natural unclean- 
nefs, are obliged to refidc in a feparatc houfe, though, as foon as that is over and they 
have waflied themfelves, they are reftored to their former ftate. If they arc alked w'ho 
firfl. taught them circumcifion, and to believe menftruous women unclean; they reply 
that they do not themfelves know, but that thofe cuftoms are traditionally handed to 
them by their anceftors: and this is the common anfwer of all the Blacks. 

The Negroes of this country do not feem fo much afraid of death as In other lands. 
They are not uneafy at the naming of it, and aferibe the length or brevity of life to 
their gods. Notwithftanding which they arc very zealous in the ufo of ihcf. m^ns 
which are thought proper for the prolongation ot life: for if they fall fick, the firft 
refuge is the prieft, who here, as well as on the Gold Coaft, adfs the dodor. He 
firft adminifters green herbs; which proving inelfedual, he hath rccourfe to facrifices. 

If the patient recovers, the prieft is very much efteeined ; but if not, he is difmiffed, 
and another from whom better fuccefs is expeded, is called in. 

If thefe facerdotal dodors happen to cure the patient, they are very much reve¬ 
renced; but the fick perfon is no Iboner perfedly recovered, tffbn they are difeharged 
without any refped; fo that if the priefts here have no othei- dependance, they are gene¬ 
rally poor ; becaufe each particular perfon offers his ovm lairifices, and performs the 
fervice of his idols without giving them any manner of trouble. 
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r When any^erfon dies, th^ltorpfe is waflied and cleanfed; and if a native of the city 
of Benin happens to die at a very diftant place, the body is perfedly dried up over a 
gentle fire, and put Into a coflin whofe planks arc clofely joined with glue, and brought 
with the firft opportunity to the mentioned city in order to be buried. ' But fometimes 
a convenient conveyance docs not ofler itfelf in i'cveral years j wherefore the dead corpfe 
is thus long kept above ground, as 1 liave feen I’everal in my time at Arebo. 

The licareft relations, wives, and flaves go into mourning on account of the dead 
perfon : fomefhave their hair, others their beards, or half their heads, kc. The pul)Iic 
mourning commonly lalls fourteen days. Tiieir lamentations and cries are accommodated 
to the tunes of feveral mufical inftriiments, though with large intermediate flops ; dur- 
ii|g which they drink very plentifully. And when the funeral is over each perfon re- 
tlws to his own houfc, and the nearcit relations wliicli coiuinuein mourning, bewail d;e 
dead in this manner for feveral months. 

The right of inheritance devolves in the following manner ; — Vk’hen any perfon of 
condition dies, the cldefl fon is Idle heir, but is obliged to j)rcfenr a Have by way of 
hcriot to the King, and another to the three great lords, with a petition that he- may 
fiiccccd his father in the fame quality ; wliich the King acci)rdingly giants, ar.d he is 
declared the lawful heir of all his father hath left behind him. lie bellows no nioic 
on his younger brothers than what out of his bounty he plcai'es: but if his mother be 
alive, he allows her a creditable maintenance propmtioned to Iter condition, and 
allows her bofides to keep whatever file ii.uh gotten from his father. His father’s otlar 
widows, efpecially thofe which have not bad any children, the fon takes lunuc if i.e 
likes them, and ufos as his own ; but thofe which he doth not like, he alio takes them 
home with their children, and fets them to work in order to fubfill them thc' more 
creditably ; but entertains no matrimonial converfation with them. Of this Jafl Ibri, 
here are as great numbers as of profiitutes in other countries. If the deccaftd leaves 
no children, the brother inherits his efl'ec^s j and in cafe of dcftciency of fuch heir, the 
next akin. But if no lawful heir appears, the King inherits. 

Thc government of this country is principally veiled in the King and thc three men¬ 
tioned grc'at lords ; the firfl is nominal governor, and the kill are really fo. Jkich pro¬ 
vince hath its particular governor, all which depend on thefe three chief fpi ings, without 
whofe confeiit they dure not act. 

The crimes here committed arepunilhed in thc following manner : —'J’kicverv is not 
rife here, thefe Negroes not being of tlie fame piirering nature as at other/pkua s; 
liowcvcr, if the thief ir. '...kcu in the facd, he is obliged to relliiution of the llolen 
goods, and befides punilhed by a pecuniary mulct; bur if he is poor, after reiUiutiou 
of the Helen goods, if in Irs power, he is very well beaten. Bur if the robbery lie 
dote upfjn any of the government, it is pimillied with death: in the mean-time as I 
have already hinted, this crime fo I'eldotn occurs, that examples are very rare. Murder 
is a crime that happens here yet more feldoin than the former. Whoever kills a 
man is punilhed with death ; but if the murtherer happen to be the King’s fon, or feme 
other confiderable perfe.n, he is baniflicd to the iitmoll borders of the King’s territories, 
to which he is conveyed under a very ftrong guard ; but none of thefe banilhed per- 
fons being ever heard of, the Negroes take it for granted, that their guard conduft 
jhem to the Klyfian fields. If any perfon with his fill, or otherwife accidentally and 
undeligncdly, kill another, |nd the dead perfon did not bleed, and his death doth not 
feem violent; the offendlir my then purchafe his life, by firft burying the dead cre¬ 
ditably at his own charges, and afterwards producing a Have to f'ufi'er in his flead. 
This flave doomed to a reconciling oft'oring, he is obliged to touch on his knees with 
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his forehead as he is killed, after which he is obliged to a' Urge fum to the great 
lords; and this performed, he obtains his freedom; and the friends of the!*deceafed are 
oblig^ to reft fatisfied with this. 

I have already informed you of the puniflnnent of adultery ; whatever other crime* 
are committed, they are atoneable with money: and the fine is proportioned to the 
offence. And he that hath no money, muft fatisfy the fine by a corporal pupilhment j 
fo that where effefts are deficient, the body muft make good the fine. 

■ In cafe of accufations which are not clearly proved, the accufed is obliged to purge 
Tiimfelf by trial, which is praclifed five feveral ways, f ar of which take place in flight 
offences and civil caufes, and the fifth in capital and high crimes, as high trc-r^. n, or 
all crimes of fo deep a dye : this laft trial is only allowed to be taken b^^ confiderabi' 
perfons, and that too by the King’s efpecial order. 

The firft fort of purgation is managed in the following manner;—The accufed are 
carried to the prieft, who greafes a cock’s feather, and therewith pierces the tongue 
of the accufed; if it paffcs eafily through, it is a fign the man is innocent, and the 
wound made by the quill will foon clofe and heal up without any pain: but, on the 
other fide, if he is guilty, the quill remains flicking in his tongue, and he is accord* 
ingly pronounced guilty. 

T’he fecond trial of innocence is pradlifed in the following manner: — The prieft 
rakes an oblong clot of earth, in which he flicks feven or nine cock’s quills, which 
the fufpefted perfon is obliged to draw out fucceflively ; and if they come out eafily, 
it is a fign of innocence ; but if not, the prifoner is convifled of the crimes alledged 
againfl him. 

The third proof is made by fpurting a certmn juice of green herbs into the eyes of 
the accufed perfon ; which, if it happen to do him no hurt, he is thought innocent; 
but if his eyes become thereby red and inflamed, he is obliged to pay the fine laid 
on him. 

For the fourth trial the prieft ftrokes the prifoner three times over the tongue with 
a red-hot copper arm-ring, and from his being hurt or not hurt thereby, they pronounce 
judgment. 

1 have feen all thefe four trials made; but all the accufed were declared guilty, and 
not without reafon; for it would be ftrange indeed, if red-hot copper ftiould not bum 
the tongue. The fifth and lafl proof, which doth not happen once in twenty years, I 
never faw, and confequently have it only by hear-fay. 

If any perfon is accufed of a very great crime, of which he is defirous to clear him- 
felf by oath, the King’s leave being firfl afked and obtained, the accufer is brought to 
a certain river, to which is afcribed the ftrange quality of gently wafting every innocent 
perfon plunged therein to land, though never fo unfldlled in the art of fwimhling f 
and on the other fide to fink the guilty to the bottom, though never fo good fwimmers j 
by which means, if he endeavours to help himfelf out, it would be in vain, and only 
render his death the more painful. The water (being very calm), immediately upon a 
guilty perfon’s being thrown in, grows and continues as turbulent as a whirl-pool, till 
the criminal is gotten to the bottom, when, as though perfe^ly fatisfied,, it returns to 
its former tranquillity. What think you, fir, IhouKl you rely on this weak proof? I 
believe not; for my part I fhould not; tor I fliould, though never fo iimocent, be 
very much afraid, if not a fldlful fwimmer, that ray innocence would not fave me from 
irrecoverably finking to the bottom; and I believe there are ieverhl of my inind. 

The fines charged on thefe crimes are divided as follows: ■— Firft, the perfon injured 

thievery, or any other crime, is fatisfied out of it; then the govembr hath his part; 
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und lafi: ot all tlie beiore-mentioned great lords have alfo their (hare; for the King, 
whofe ear it never reaches, hath no part thereof. If the three lords are contented with 
what is feni them, it is well; but they frequently fend them back to the governors or 
viceroys, and in the King’s name inform them, that the fines are too fmall, and con* 
fequently that they have not deported themfelves in that affair according to their duty, 
giving them alfo to underftand what they ought to have done. Thofe to whom thefe 
orders are fent, though they very well know that the King never intermeddles in thefe 
afi'airs, but that it is only the pleafure of the lords, are notwitWlanding obliged to a 
drift obedience, and generally fend double the fum they require, otherwife the lords 
would not fail to take an opportunity of revenging their contempt by fome ill office 
r other. 

Before 1 fpeak of their religion, I fliali employ a few lines in the defeription of their 
inuficai inftruments, which chiefly confift in large and fmall drums, not very different 
from thofe of the Gold Coaft. They are fhaped like them, covered with leather or 
(kins, and beaten in the fame manner as they are. Befides thefe drums, they have a 
fort ^ iron bells on which they play, alfo Callebafles hung round with Boefies, which 
ferve them inftead of Caflagnettes; all which together, afford a very difagreeable and 
jarring found. 

Befides thefe, they have alfo an inftrument which will needs be oalled a harp; it is 
ftrung with fix or feven extended reeds, upon which they play very artfully, and fmg 
fo finely, and dance fo juftly to the tune, that it is very agreeably diverting to fee it. 
Thefe are indeed the bell dancers 1 ever faw amongft the Negroes. The natives of 
Axirn, in their annual feall, when they drive out the devil, have much fuch a dance, 
though neither fo fine, nor near fo diverting as this. 

The natives here are not at all addifted to gaming. Here are no other games than 
thofe played with beans, and that only for tliverfion and paftime; but never for money. 

Their religion is fo abfiird and perplexed, that I fcarce know how to deferibe it j but 
however, to begin as well as I can. 

They profefs to worlhip both gods and devils, in human and brutal images, fome 
of which are elephants’ teeth, claws, dead men’s heads, and Ikeletons, &c. Alfo they 
take every thing which feems extraordinary in nature for a god, and make offerings to 
him ; and each is his own prieft, in order to worfliip his gods in what manner pleafes 
him bed. 

It is really the more to be lamented, that the Negroes idolize fuch worthlefs nothings, 
by reafon that feveral amongft* them have no very unjuft idea of the deity; for they 
aferibe to God the attributes of omniprefence, omnipotence, omnifcience and invifi- 
bilit^; befides which, ttiey believe that he governs all things by his providence. By 
Veafon God is invifible, they fay, it would be abfurd to make any corporeal reprefen- 
tations of him, for it is impoffible to make any image of what we never law : wherefore 
they have fuch multitudes of images of their idol gods, which they take to be fubordi- 
nate deities to the Supreme God, without confidering what fort of trifles they are, and 
only believe there are mediators betwixt God and men, which they take to be their 
idols. They 'know enough of the ^evil to call all that is ill by that name, and believe 
themfelves obliged ,to worfhip and ferve him, to prevent his mifehieving them. The 
devil is not reprefented by any particular image, or diftinguifhed from thdr idols any 
otherwife than in theip intention only ; for, to the very fame image they one time make 
offerings to God, and at another, to the devil j fo that one image ferves them in the 
two capacities of god and devil. ^ 
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They talk very much concerning the apparition of tHi^hofta.of their deceafed an- 
ceftors or relations, which yet happens only to them in their fleep, when they come and 
warn them to make this or that offering; which, as foon as day approaches, they 
immediately do; if they are unable, they will, rather than fail in this duty, borrow of 
others; for they imagine that the negleft hereof would draw on them fome heavy 
afllidion. If any perfon in raillery tells them they are only idle imaginations and dream;;, 
thefe will agree with them; but add, it is a cuftom of our forefathers which we are 
. obliged to follow, other anfwer is to be obtained from them. 

* Their daily offerings are not of great value, confiftir,^ only of a few boiled Jammes 
mixed with oil, which they lay before the images of their gods. Sometimes thev offer 
a cock; but then the idol hath only the blood, becaufe they like the flefl) very well 
themfelves. I 

The great men make annual facrifices, which are performed in great date, and prove 
very expenfive; not only by reafon of their killing great multitudes of cows, fheep, 
and all forts of cattle, but becaufe that, befides, they give a folemn feall, making their 
friends very merry fbrfeveral days I'ucceilivcly, and withal make them prefents. 

The feat of blifs or torment in the f uture life, they imagine to be the fea. They 
call the fhadow of a man, Paffadoor, or condudfor; which they believe fliall teflify 
whether he hath lived well or ill; if well, he is railed to great dignify in the mentioned 
place; but if ill, he is to perilh with hunger and poverty j fo that they fend the happy 
and the damned to the fame place. 

I’heir falfe gods, or the trafh which reprefents them, arc fpreab all ovtir their hotifes, 
and no place is free from them. Befides which, there are alio leveral finall huts eroded 
W'ithout the houfe, which are likeuil'e filled with them, and whither tltey Ibmetiines go 
to facrifice. 

To conclude their ridiculous religion, I iliall add a fmall account of their feftiva^, 
of which they have fo many, and diiKei;.nt ones, that they ought not to give place to 
the Romanifts. Their great fealf, called the Coral-fcaft, happens iu I\luy, at which 
the King himfelf is prefent. The celebration of this pompous iellivul, 1 this rear law 
at Benin. But of this more at large in the defeription of that city. 

'Hieir Sabbath happens every fiiih'day, whicli is very folemuly obferveJ I)\ the great 
with the flaughter of cows, flieep, and goats; whilll the commonalty kill dogs, cats, 
and chickens, or whatever their money will reach to. And of whatever is killed, 
large portions are dillributed to the neceflitous, in order to enable them, as every per¬ 
fon is obliged, to celebrate this feflival. 

One day in the year they alfo very expcnfively celebrate the dcccafe (ff their anceflors 
or relations, in order to keep up the remembrance of them. 

They divide time into years, months, weeks, and days j each of which is diflinguiflied 
by a particular name, and they reckon fourteen months to a year. 

Believing that I have faid enough of their idolatrous worfliip, it is time to vary the 
fubjeft. I cannot fay much of their wars; for notwithftanding that they are con¬ 
tinually fallen on by the pirates or robbers, and their neighbours not fubjed to the 
King of Benin, they yet are ignorant of the art of war ; for, being by neceflity drawn 
into the field, their condud is fo very confufed, tliat they themfoh. s are afhamed of 
it. They have no officers or commanders, and each man takes his uwn courfe, with- 
out regarding his neighbour. They arc fo very cowardly, that nothing but the utmoft 
neceffity can oblige them to fight; and even then they had much father fuffer the great- 
efl Ioffes than defend themfelves: when their flight is prevented, they return upon the 

3 Y ® . enemy. 
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enemy, but with fo little Murage or condud, that they foon fling down their arms, 
and either run away or furrender themfelves. 

Their weapons are cutlaflTes or hangers, fmall poniards, Aflaguays, together with 
bows and arrows, the latter of which are poifoned. They have alfo fhields, but fo 
light, and made of fmall bamboos, that they cannot ward off any thing that is forcible; 
wherefore they are rather ornamental, than really ferve for defence. 

It is now tittle to treat of the animals of this country. Here is no want of tame 
lieads, I’uch as horfes, cows, flieep, dogs, cats, befides poultry, &c. all which aife 
equally good and chettp. 'I'he cattle here, though very fmall, are yet very good, efp^ 
cially thofe parts of them that are eatable with us, which arc of a good taftc. As for 
the remainder, the dogs ami cats, the Negroes evince this truth alfo, for they eat them 
'father than any other bcr.ff. 

AV^ild beads, as wcdl voracious as others, are here alfo in great abundance. Among 
the fierce kind are reckoned the elephants, and then the lions and tigers. This country 
is prodigioufly full of the firlt fort; but I am not very fond of believing there are many 
lions or tigers, by rcafon j have never yet f(?en one of them, or indeed fo much as one 
of their Ikins ; which may ncverthelefs proceed from the great cowardice of the Negroes, 
who dare not venture on hunting them, and confequently have none of their hides. 

Wild dogs or jackals are reported to be very numerous here; they alfo tell us here 
are monkeys or Itaboons, which arc extraordinarily large, and will attack a body of 
men that is not too numerous for them. 

Here, as well aiion the Gold Coaft, are all forts of apes, befides eatable wild hearts, 
winch are Iiere fi) abundant, that a good marklinan might live on the fport alone. 
Their quadrupeds confilt of feveral forts of harts, wild hogs, and others. 

Amongfl tlu'ir feathered kind, the principal arc plieafants, partridges, both green 
and blue, turtle and ring-doves, ducks, crooked-bills, fnipes, divers, water-hens, and 
a fort of crown-birds. But by rcafon the Negroes neither very much love, nor arc 
expert in the ufe of fire-arms, fcldom any wiki hearts or fowl come to hand, except 
they happen to catch them in a net. They fometimes kill harts and wild fwine with 
their Aflaguays, but very feldom ; and whenever it happens, it is looked upon as fome- 
thing rare. 

The river, upwards, is not well ftored with fifli; all that they eat here, coming from 
a place called Boca dc la jMare, or the mouth of the fea, where they are dried and 
fmoked, but mofl of it not being faked, taftes very ill, and rtinks abominably. 

The fruits of the earth are, lirff, corn; or great Milhio ; for they have none of the 
fmall fort. 'Fhc large Milhio is here cheap, but they do not erteem it; wherefore 
i)ut little is lowed, which yet yields a prodigious quantity of grain, and grows very 
luxumntly. 

'i’hey fometimes employ the Ardra women to brew beer with this Milhio, but it 
proves difagrceablc and hot. 

I lere arc not many potatoes, but a prodigious abundant plenty of Jammes, which is 
alfo their molt ready diet. . They eat them with all fort of eatables inftead of bread; 
wherefore they, are very careful that this fruit be planted and gathered in its proper 
fcafon. , 

Here are two forts of beans, both which are very like horfe-beans; they are of a hot 
difagrceablc tafte and unwliolfomc. 

inever faw any rice' here, nor do I believe any grows in Benin, though the morafly 
land near the river I'eems very proper for it. 
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The arboriferous fruits of Benin are two forts of coc^-nuts#»Cormantyn apples, Pa-» 
quovens, bananas, wild figs and fome othens, which are only known here, and are not 
extraordinary. 

The foil, a little diftant from the river, is extraordinarily fruitful; and whatever is 
planted or fowed there, grows very well, aiul yields a rich crop. But clofe by the river 
the land is not good; for though what is fown.comes up, yet the contagious damps of 
the river kill it. 

The inhabitants are very well {killed in making feveral forts of dyes, as green, blue, 
^‘''^black, red, and yellow. I’he blue they prepare fron' Indigo, which grows here abun¬ 
dantly; but the remaining colours are extracted from certain trees by fr’dl^ni and 
deco6lion. 

The Negroes here make foap, which is better than any all over Guinea; and by rdfc 
ion this wafhes very well, the Negroes’ deaths arc very clean. You know it is made 
upon the Gold Coaft with palm oil, banana leaves and the allies of a fort of wood. 
Ilie manner of making it here diflers very little. 'I'hat a prodigious quantity of cotton- 
trees mud ueed.s grow here, you may reafonably conjecture, when I tell you, that not 
only all tlic inhabitants arc clothed with it, but they annually export thoufands of wo¬ 
ven cloaths to other places. 

Thus lar have I anlwered you on the heads which you propofed concerning Benin, 
fo that I have only two remaining particulars, which are concerning the King’s revenue, 
and whether any toils are levied here. As for the llrd ; the King hath a very rich 
income, for his territories are very large and full of governors, and each knows how 
many bags of Boefics (the money of this country) he mud annually raid* to the King, 
which amounts to a vad fum, which it is impodlble to make any calculation of. Others 
of a meaner rank than the former, iudead of money, deliver to the King, bulls, cows, 
Iheep, chickens, Jammes and cloaths, in Ihort, w hafever he wants lor his houle-keep- 
ing; fo that he is not obliged to one f rthing cxpence on that account, and coiifequently 
he lays up his who!-? pecuniary revenue untouched. 

Duties or tolls on imported and exported wares are not paid licre; but every one 
pays a certain fum annually to the governor of the place where he lives, for the liberty 
of trading. The vicert>y fends part of it to the King ; fo that his revenue being deter¬ 
mined and fettled, he can eafily compute what he hath to cxpecl anmially. 

The Europeans are here extraordinarily civilly treated; for the cudoms which we 
are obliged to pay for every Ihip to the King, the great lords, the governors of the place 
where we trade, the Mercadors and Fiadors, or whatever perfons elfe w'ho have any 
demand upon us, do not amount to above fix pounds llerling, for which we become 
entirely free to trade. 

You alfo defired, that when an opportunity offered to get to the city oi B.?nin, I 
iliould give you a particular defeription of it. 1 have now' twice fucccHively 'had the 
happinefs to fee that city, which I fliall reprefent to you in its profent Hate; whence you 
may judge how far what Dr.Dapper hath faid of it agrees with truth. 

The village of Benin, for it at prefent fcarcely deferves the name of a city, is the refi- 
<ience of the great King of Benin, whence the whole land and river alfo borrow their 
name. It is fituate about ten miles landwards m from the village of Agatton. The 
neighbouring country is flat, as is the village itfelf, which is at ic dl about four miles 
large. The ftreets are prodigioufly long and broad, in which continual markets are 
kept, either of kine, cotton, elephants’ teeth, European warcs^ or in fhert whatever is 
to be come at in this country. Thefe markets are kept in the fore and afternoon each 
day. 

Formerly 
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Formerly this village was vdiy thickly and clofely built, and, in a manner, overcharged 
with inhabitants, which is yet vifi^e from the ruins of half remaining houfes; but at 
prefent the houfes ftand like poor men’s corn, widely diftant from each other. The 
houfes are large and handfome, with clay walls, for here is not a ftone in the whole 
country fo big as a man’s fill. They arc covered at the top with reeds, ftraw or leaves. 
The architetlurc is paffable, confidcring it in comparifon with Negro buildings, and is 
very like the Axim way of buildig^g. The inhabitants of this village are all natives, for 
foreigners are not permitted to live here. 

There are feveral very rich men who live here, and attend continually at court, not 
troubling themfelves with either trade or agriculture, or any thing elfc, but leaving all 
their affairs to their wives and Haves, who go to all the circumjacent villages to trade 
ipr all forts of merchandifees, or otherwife ferve for daily wages, and are obliged to bring 
the greateft part of their gain in trade or hire to their malters. All male Haves here are 
foreigners, for the natives cannot be fold for Haves, but are all free, and alone bear the 
name of the King’s Haves: nor is it allowed to export any male Haves that are fold in 
this country, for they mull Hay there j but females may be dealt with at every one’s 
pleafure. 

I have already acqujiinted you with the employment of the great; but that of the 
ordinary citizens is to loiter about whole days, till they hear of any fliips being come 
, into the river, upon which they go thither to trade with what goods they have in ftore ; 
and if no Htips come, they fend their Haves to Rio Lagos, or other places, to buy filh, 
of which they make a very profitable trade farther in-land. 

The handicrafts keep to their work, without troublmg themfelves with the court or 
trade. Others employ themfelves in agriculture, or fome fuch thing, in order to get 
their living. 

The ftreets being fo long and wide, as I have faid, are by the women kept very neat j 
for here, as well as in Holland, every woman cleans her own door. 

The women here are as much Haves as in any place in this kingdom. They are 
obliged to keep the daily markets, look after their houfe-keeping and children, as well 
as their kitchens, and till the grovmd; in Hiort, they have fo much employment, that 
they ought not to fit ftill; notwithftanding which, they, difpatch it all very brilkly, and 
with a great deal of pleafure. They behave themfelves very obligingly to all, but more 
efpecially the Europeans, except the Portuguefe, which they do not like very well j but 
our nation is very much in their favour. 

The King’s court, which makes a principal part of the city, muff not be forgotten. 
It is upon a very great plain, about which are no houfes, and liath, befides its wide ex¬ 
tent, nothing rare. The firft place we come into, is a very long gallery, if it muft have 
that naae, which is fuftained by fifty-eight ftrong planks, about twelve foot high, inftead 
of pillars j thefe are neither fawed nor plained, but only hacked out. As loon as we 
are pall this gallery, we come to the mud or earthen wall, which hath three gates, at 
each.comer one, and another in the middle; the lafl: of which is adorned at the top 
with a wooden turret, like a chimney, about fixty or feventy foot high. At the top of 
all is fixed a large copper fnake, whole head hangs downward ; this ferpent is very well 
call or carved, and is the finell I have feen in Benin. Entering qne of thefe gates, we 
come into a plain about a quarter of a mile, almoft fquare, and enclofed wTth a low 
wall. Being come to the end of this plain, we meet with fuch another gallery as the 
firft, except that it hath neither wall nor turret. Some time fince, this gallery was half 
thrown down by (hunder, fince which no hand hath been laid to it to re-build it. This 
gallery hath a gate at each end, and palling through one of them, a third gallery offers ' 
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to wew, diiFerfrtg from the former only in that the flanks* upon 'which it refts are* 
human figures; but fo wretchedly carved, that it is hardly poffible to diftinguilh vrhe- 
ther they are moll like men or beafts, notwithllanding which, tny guides were able to 
diftinguilh them into merchants, foldiers, wild-beaft hunters, &c. Behind a white car¬ 
pet we are alfo Ihewn eleven men’s heads call in copper, by much as good an artift as 
the former carver; and upon each of thefe is an elephant’s tooth, thefe being fome of the 
King’s gods. Gdng through a gate of this gallery, we enter another great plain and a 
?r,fourth gallery, beyond which is the King’s dwelling-hoiife. Here is another fnake, as 
upon the firft wall. In the firft apartment, at the eu'iance of the plain, is rhe King’s 
audience chamber, where, in prefence of his three great lords, I faw and V'ke with 
him. He was fitting on an ivory couch under a canopy of Indian filk. llewas a pcr^- 
fon of an affable mien, and about forty years old. I ftood, according to cuftom, abom’ 
thirty paces diftant from him; but defired, in order to obfcrve him the better, that I 
might approach nearer to him, which, though unufual, he fmiling granted; and after 
he had beckoned me, I advanced to within eight or ten paces of him. There was no 
perfon in the hall befides the three mentioned great lords, the King, and a Negro with 
a drawn fvvord in his hand, that looked as fierce as a cabin fentry. 

Whatever any perfon would fay to the King, mull be firft told to thefe three, who 
then report it to him, and bring his anfwer, going thus continually to and from him* 
without any perfon’s being able to determine whether they faithfully report the meffages 
on either fide. 

On the King’s left hand, againft a fine tapeftry, I faw feven white fcoured elephants' 
teeth on pedeftals of ivory, which is the manner that almoft all the King’s gods are 
placed within his houfe. I pref«ited the King with a filk night-gown, with which (as 
1 was afterwards told) he was highly pleal'ed; but whilft 1 was with him, I faw nO 
marks of his fatisfaftion, becaufe it w'as brought to him covered, and he did not fee 
what it was till after my departure ; lor every thing which is brought to the King is in 
like manner covered with mats, and before and behind thefe prefents feveral Negroes 
march provided with white ftaves. All thofe who happen to meet them in this pof- 
tore, immediately make hafte out of the way, otherwife they would be very well beaten. 
This precaution is taken to prevent all opportunity of poifoning the King’s goods, or 
killing him. 

The coral-feaft happened when I was at this great prince’s court; which, though it 
affords nothing very extraordinary, I fliall yet give you fome defeription of, becaufe it 
is the only day in the year when the King appears publicly. He came moft magnifi¬ 
cently drelfed to the fecond plain, where, under a very fine canopy, was placed a feat 
for him ; and there alfo his wives and a great number of his officers of the firft rank, 
all in their richeft dreffes, ranged themfelves around him, and foon after begait'-a pro- 
ceflion j after which, the King alfo removed from his throne, in order to fecrifice to 
the gods in the open air, and thddby begin the feaft; which aftion is accompanied 
with the univerfal loud acclamations of his people. After palling about a quarter trf 
an hour in this maimer, he returned to, and again fat down in his place, where he ftaid 
two hours, in order to give the remainder of the people time to perform their devo¬ 
tions j which done, he returned home. The rem 4 inder of the day was fpent in fplendid 
treating and feafting, and the King caufed all forts of provifions and pardon-wine to be 
diftributed in common to all, and all the great followed his example; fo that, on that 
day, nothing is feen throughout the whole city but all pollible ftiarks of i ejoicing. 

I was not able to difeover the nature and intent of this coral-feaft, becaufe the Ne¬ 
groes would not give me any account or explanation of it; their only anfwer to that 
qudlion, whenever I put it, being, “ We do not know any thing of it.” 

In 
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In the beginning of my defcription of this city, I informed you of its mean ftate at 
prefent, and that the greateft part of it lies defolate; which, indeed, is deplorable, by 
reafon the circumjacent country is as pleafant as could be wilhed, where no interpofing 
hill or wood rudeljr interrupts the agreeable profpeO: of thoufands of charming trees, 
which, by their wide-extended branches full of leaves, feera to invite mankind to rc- 
pofe under their lhade. The ruin of this town and the circumjacent land was occa- 
fioned by the King’s caufing two kings of the ftreet to be killed, under pretence that 
they had attempted his life, though all the world was fatisfied of the contrary, and 
thoroughly convinced, that their overgrown riches were the true caufe of their death, 
that the IGng might enrich himfelf with their effeds, as he did indeed. After this bar¬ 
barity, the King found alfo a third man that flood in his way, who, being univerfally 
beloved, was timely warned of that prince's intention, and accordingly took his flight, 
accompanied with three-fourths of the inhabitants of the town; which the King obferv- 
ing, immediately aflembled a number of men from the bordering country, and caufed 
the fugitives to be purfued, in order to oblige them to return; but they were fo warmly 
received by this king of the ftreet and his followers, that they forced them to return 
with bloody nofes, and give their mafter an account of their mifadventure. But he 
refolving not to reft there, makes a frefli attempt, w'hich fuccecdcd no better than the 
former, which was not all; for the fugitive, thoroughly incenfed and flufhed, came 
direSly to the city, which he plundered and pillaged, fparing no place but the King’s 
court; after which he retired, but inceflantly continued for the fpace of ten years to 
rob the inhabitants of Great Benin, till at laft, by the mediation of the Portuguefe, a 
peace was concluded betwixt him and the King, by which he was entirely pardoned all 
that was paft, and earneftly requefted by the King to return to his former habitation ; 
however, he would not truft himfelf there, but lives two or three days’ journey from 
Benin, where he keeps as great a court and ftate as the King. 

The returning citizens were afl'ably and amicably received by the King, and preferred 
to honourable offices, in order, by thofe means, to induce the reft to return, which 
probably they will not do, as being very well contented where they are; wherefore, it 
is to be feared, that the greateft part of this town is ftill likely to continue uninhabited. 

This, fir, is all I can fay of Benin : nor can I, at prefent, give you any account of 
Rio de Calbary, becaufe I was not there, by reafon of the great mortality which hap¬ 
pened amongft our men; but 1 hope once in my life to meet with an opportunity of 
going thither. I pafs over Rio de Gabon and Cabo Lopez di Gonfalvez, becaufe you 
yourfelf have been there; and for the fame reafon, 1 omit our arrival on the Gold 
Coaft. 

I have now only to add my wifhes, that thefe obfervations may in ^hc leaft contri¬ 
bute tr your fatisfadion, and afl'ure you, that the writer hereof is very ambitious of 
being reckoned amonglt your moft humble fervants, and fhall continue fo whilft 

David Van Nyendael. 

From on board the yacht, Johanna Maria, 

Sept. I, 1702. 
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A DESCRIPllOlJI OF THE TOOTH AND GRAIN COAST, &c. 

LETTER XXII. — The Author's Departure from Elmina, and Arrival at Acra^ which 
he leaves^ andfails to Cape Lopez di Gonfalvez^ which he leaves after trading there, 
and fails along the Equinodial Line; Arrival at the Upper Coajl about Cabo Monte; 
the Author lands, and is very civilly treated by the Inhabitants ; a Defcription of the 
King's Perfon, his Children, and the Multitude of !)u Wives. — The Induflry of the 
Inhabitants. — The Vegetables, Cattle, and Fijh of the Country. — They many us many 
Wives as they pleafe; their Habits, Religion, Wars, and Weapons.—‘Defcription of 
Cape Monte, and Departure from thence. — Hts Arrival at Cape Mizurado, and goi^ 
on Shore; feme Inhabitants of this Place robbed by the Englifh; the Trade there; 
a Defcription of the Place, and its Inhabitants / the Women do all the Work, and the 
Men live idly ; fame Englifh made Prifoners by them ; a very fine River. — His De¬ 
parture from thence, and Arrival at Rio Junk, bfore the Town of Corra, where he 
went on jhore, and what he obferved there ; a Woman delivered of four Children at a 
Birth. — The Author's. Departure and Arrival at Rio Sejire; a Defcription of that 
and the Village; of the King and his Subjeils; great Plenty of Rice ; their Trade / 
Manner of burning the dead.—His Departure ; how the Land bears; Anchoring before 
Sanguin ; Trade with the Natives, as alfo with thofe of Boffoe and Baitewa, who are 
very thievijh ; the Captain of Bottewa comes on board ; his Charadcr. — He faiL by 
Battewa and Sino; Arrival at Sejiro Crou, which is a fine Village ; he fails by Wappa 
and Cape Das Palnuss, and arrives at Druwin, where he trades; the Natives have 
very Jharp Teeth, are very favage, and Lovers of human Flefh. — Rio St. Andrees is 
fo wide and deep, that it is naviga’’'' with fmall Ships ; the Inhabitants are barbarous, 
but the Country pleafasii andfruitful. — The Author's Departure and dropping Anchor 
before Cape La Hoe, where there is a great Village and River ; th: Natives a fable and 
very tradable in Bufinds .— His Departure andpajfing Jaque La Hoc, and the Bottom- 
lefs Pit; Arrival at Affine, but failing by it; Account of the French Garrifon there ; 
Sailing by Cape Apolonia ; Arrival at Axim, and Conclufion of the Voyage. 

Sir, 

PURSUANT to your orders, this ferves to furnifti you with an account of our voy¬ 
age, and the countries where we traded. But making but a few days’ ftay on feme of 
them, I am not, therefore, fo able to oblige you with a large account of the national 
conditution or manners of the inhabitants, as 1 could wiih I were i fo that 1 can only 
defire you to believe, that if my relation &lls fliort of your expedation, the is to 
be charged on want of opportunity to gratify you, but not in the lead to want of in¬ 
clination. * 

After having taken our leaves under the falvo of a cheerful glafs, we weighed anchor 
and began our voyage. Two days after we arrived at Acta, where we executed our 
commiflion, left that place, and Iteered our courfe to Cape Lopez di Gonfalvez, where 
we arrived without any copfiderable accident in our paifage on the —1 lhall not de- 
feribe this Cape to you, who have vifited it yourfell, but lliall I nly inform you, that 
after having concluded our trade there, we left it on the——, and inclined 
to the weft, failing along thelEquinodial, till we came high enough to make the Upper 
Coaft. 

yoL. XVI. 3 z 
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About ten in the everting, on the 28th of November, we made land; and in the 
morning found ourfelves about ten miles above Cape Monte. The land here bears 
low and flat to the mentioned cape. It is furnifhed witli numerous village; but not 
one Negro coming on board us, we were refolved to depart without anchoring and 
make for the cape, where we happily arrived the following day. 

After which I immediately loaded a parcel of goods into the boat, and therewith 
went on fliore, intending to try whether I could deal for any elephants' teeth, which 
fometimes are plenty there. 

As foon as I landed I found the whole Ihore filled with Negroes, who very civilly 
welcomed me, and conduced me to their houfes, juft beyond the fliore, making out 
three fmall villages, the whole amount of which was not full thirty houfes. 

As foon as I was come into one of thefe great villages, 1 was treated with feveral 
pots of wine, and defired to ftay the arrival of their King; which I agreeing to, after 
having paffed an hour. His Majefty appeared, accompanied with a party of men. I 
rofe up in order to meet him before he entered the village, and to falute him with a 
profound reverence. 

He, as well as the reft, bid me heartily welcome, and we went into the village, 
wliere we fat down together. After fome converfation I alked His Majefty, whether 
there was any probability of trading to any purpofe here; but was anfwcred ihat they 
had not at prefent any Itock of elephants’ teeth; wherefore I was obliged to content 
myfelf with two, there being then no more to be gotten. 

This King was an elderly man, as appeared by his grey head and beard. His name 
was Jan de Cabo Monte, fo called from the point of that name. He was clothed, or 
rather hung with a brown cloak, and a woollen cap on his head j fo that his whole 
equipage, if fold to the brokers, would not yield forty fhillings. 

I was informed, that he was blefled with fixteen children, twelve fons and four 
daughters. On each of the firft of which he hath beftowed the government of a 
village containing eight huts; for houfes they cannot, with any manner of juftice, be 
called. 

The daughters alfo did their beft to pafs honeftly through the world ; but their 
principal trade lay in relieving the travellers’ neceflities at a very reafonable price. 

If the Negroes are to be credited, the King had not above four hundred wives, who 
all live with him in one village, about three miles in-land from the river-fide. 

This is a very fine river, which begins juft beyond the fliore, without entering the 
fea above once in a year, when, by reafon of the great rains, it overflows. Its courfe 
is extended far in-land, and according to the report of the Negroes, difembogues 
itfelf into the river Sierra Leone, which is a good i’ftance from this place. 

Th?inhabitants of Cabo Monte are induftrious to the laft degree. Their employ¬ 
ments chiefly confift in planting of rice, and boiling of fait; both which all the 
Negroes are obliged to do for the King, whofe flaves they are accounted. 

The produd of this land confifts of a fmall quantity of great Milhio, Jammes, po¬ 
tatoes and rice. The arboriferous fruits here, as well as on the Gold Coaft, are 
Paquovers, bananas, ananas, &c. 

I’hey are not very, well ftored with cattle; for they have neither kinc nor hogs, 
and but a few flieep; alfo not many chickens, but they are good. Here are enough 
of elephants, tygers, buflaloes, harts, and other wild hearts. Nor is there here the 
leaft want of fifh ; the river is full of them, and they catch them with large nets. 

Each man here, at pleafure, marries as many wives as he can maintain, and by. 
reafon the women work hard, their keeping is not very expenfive. They feem alfo 
10 to 
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to live very coi^tentedly with their wives, and not to be much concerned if they fome- 
times venture on unlawful pleafures with other men. 

Tho habit of thefe Negroes is very like fhifts, with wide fleeves, which hang dowii 
to the knees; or indeed it is more like a furplice; but the women do not wear this 
habit, but inllead thereof a narrow cloth wound about thek middles, and tucked in at 
their fides to fallen it, without being at the trouble of doing it by a girdle, as on the 
Gold Coafts; nor do they wear garters like them., Sometimes they Ihamelefsly go 
naked, as if they were proud of what Nature bellows on them in common with the 
rell of their fex. 

I alked them what religion they profefled j and was anfwered that it princ'^i^iiy con. 
filled in reverencing and obeying their King and the governor fet over them, with¬ 
out troubling thcmfelves with what was above them. 

When I enquired after their wars with other countries, they told me, they were not 
often troubled with them; but if any difference happened, they chofe rather to end 
the difpute amicably, than to come to arms: wherefore their bows and arrows (thfir 
only weapons) ferve rather for ornament than military ufes. 

This being all I have to fay of Cape Monte, I lhall take leave of it with only ac¬ 
quainting you that the cape is a very high mountain, which, as we come from the fea, 
looks like a lofty illand feparated from the coall. The country hereabouts is very 
picafant, and alfo feems very fertile. The coall of Cape Monte extends fouth-eall and 
by call, and north-well and by well, and is all over flat land. 

We departed thence, and arrived on the 25th before Cape Mizurado, which is alfo a 
high hill, though not fo high as that of Cape Monte. They are about ten miles dillant 
^ from each other. % 

We call anchor, but not one Negro coming on boaf j, I llepped into the chalop, 
and went on Ihore; and after having llaid awhile on the ftrand, fome Negroes came 
to us j and being defirous to be informed why they did not come on board, I was 
anfwered that about two months before, the Englilh had been th- re with two large 
velfels, and had ravaged tlic country, dellroyed all their canoes, plundered their 
houfes, and carried off fome of their people for Haves ; upon which the remainder fled 
to the in-Iand country, where moll of them were at prefent: fo that here not being 
much to be done for us, we were obliged to return on board, having not been able in 
two days time to come at above three hundred weight of teeth. 

The latid betwixt both the lall-mentioned capes is perfeftly fiaf and even; the coall 
bears as above. Two miles well of this place are three villages, containing about 
twenty houfes each, which, indeed, were the finell I faw in my whole voyage. Each 
of them had three neat apartments, and covered at the tops, like our hay-ricks in Hol¬ 
land. In one of thefe houfes are commonly lodged fifty or fixty men, womeA, and 
children, all which confufedly intermix in their lodging: the women are handfome, 
and, as the men inform me, are permitted to earn w’hat money they pleafe with their 
bodies. I found all the inhabitants civil and good-natured people. Two old men here 
pretended to be captains, and obliged me to pay feven pound of copper as cuftom. 
By reafon of the injuries which they received from the Englifli, they were fo timorqus, 
that they would not venture on board any Ihip. ’ And if .any per ton come armed on 
Chore, they immediately fly. 

The men do not much trouble thanfelves with working, but rather leave that to 
their wives, as believing they have fufficiently fatigued themfelVes with trading a little, 
moftly in palm-wine, wmch is very plenty and good here. They feem to give them- 

322, fclves 



540 ' bosmam*s guinea, i 

felves no more trouble about religion, than their neighbours of Cape Monte, being very 
folicitous about nothing but eating drinking, and making merry. 

•^at hath been faid of the habits, cattle, and fruit, of the former, may alfo ferve 
them; they tell us they live in peace with all their neighbours, and have no notion of 
any other enemy than the'Englilh, of which nation they had taken fome then, and 
publicly declared that they would endeavour to get as many of them as the two- 
mentioned fliips had carried off of their natives. Thefe unhappy Englilh were in 
danger of being facrificed to the memory of their friends, which fome of their nation 
carried off. 

I /hould now take leave of Cape Mizurado, if I did not find myfelf obliged to fay 
foniething concerning the river, which difcharges itfelf into the fea, and is five or fix 
foot deep in the entrance, fo that in calm weather it is eafily navigable with fmall 
boats or chalops. It takes its courfe weftwards three miles from hence, and eaftwards 
diredly to Rio Seftre, whither the natives daily pafs in their canoes, and trade either 
in the natural produce of the country, or elephants’ teeth, by reafon that a much 
greater number of Ihips come to Rio Seltre than here. 

On the 28 th of- we weighed anchor, and left this cape, fteering eaft along 

the (hore. The coaft bears, and the land fhews as above, for five miles from Mizurado, 
where, at three different places, we difcover different land; the firft of which is not 
very high, the laft higher, and the middlemoft higher than both. We did not fee fo 
much as one Negro, or any village, till we were advanced three miles farther eaft- 
ward, where, by reafon of the calm, we were obliged to anchor, and towards the 
evening we faw fire on the Ihore, whence we conjeftured that there was a village, and 
the natives made that fign to exprefs their inclination to trade with us, wherefore we 
continued there till next day; but no perfon coming near us in the morning, we 
weighed anchor, and purfued our voyage till noon, when we cart ancJtor once more in 
Rio Junk, and flayed till evening, but faw neither Negroes nor canoes. The land 
hereabouts Ihews low and flat; but farther in-land, difcovers three hills; the two firft 
of which are fituate weft of Rio Junk, appearing perfetftly round, and the largeft in 
the middle. 

The entrance of Rio Junk difcharges itfelf into the fea, and at the point four high 
trees difcover themfelves, two of which are adorned with crowns or round tops, and 
the other two, which are the higheft, are fomewhat thorny. Hereabouts the land 
fhews chiefly even and doubled. A mile eaft of Rio Junk, are two large clefts, which 
render this cape very diftinguifhable; befide that, it may be eafily known by the mul¬ 
titude of rocks, of which the Ihore is full, and againft which the fea continually beats 
in a terrible manner. We faw the fires made by the Negroes, to advertife one another, 
that There were fhips in fight, but by reafon nobody came on board us, I am of opinion, 
that they are fait villages. The coaft here extends from eaft to fouth, and from weft 
to. north. 

We failed on till three miles weft of Rio Seftre, where a canoe full of Negroes came 
on board us, who defire4 us to anchor before their village, which was fituate in a 
pleafant wood, which I did, they informing me that they had a good ftock of ele¬ 
phants’ teeth. , • 

This village is called Corra, and not till this occafion known to the feamen. The 
burning of the fea was fo very fierce here, that it was impoflible to come afhore with 
boat or chalop; wherefore I went into a canoe, in which, though it was filled yfith 
water, the Negroes carried me fafe on fhore. 1 Was fo defirous of feeing this new- 
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difcovered country* that I heartily wiflied to meet with a good opportunity of trading, 
to detain me here. 

As foon as I was landed, I afked my black pilot where their village or dwelling was; 
he led me about a quarter of a mile into the wood, where I difcovered two fraall tnifer- 
ably-built fait villages, one of twelve, and the other of fix houfes, whofe inhabitantSj^ 
who were very bufy in boiling lalt, feemed to be wild-men, none of them befides my 
guide having ever, I believt', feen any white men. I could not fpeak one word with 
any of them : my guide, who flibuld have been interpreter, was fo ignorant of tongues, 
that it was not without difficulty that I made him und-iftand me with words and figns. 
However wild and ftrange they might feem at firft, they yet afterwards appL !>t»d very 
dvil and courteous; for after I had walked through their country, I defigned to return, 
becaufe I faw no teeth; but an old man, that looked like their governor, would not 
fuffer me, but caufed my canoe to be brought from the fliore into his village; and de- 
fired, before my departure, that I would eat and drink with him, which, being hungry, 

I readily confented to. The old man did every thmg he was able to treat me well, 
after which he confented to my departure, under condition that I would come again 
next day. 

Thefe Negroes are undoubtedly happy in a numerous iflue, and the women very 
fruitful, for I accidentally faw a woman laden with four children, and alking my inter¬ 
preter wliether they all came at one birth, he anfwered m the affirmative, which in¬ 
duced me to beftow a charitable prefent on .the mother and her children ; after which I 
again ftepped into the canoe, and caufed myfelf to be carried to our chalop, fending 
my thanks to the old gentlemen, and telling them, that if they had any goods to trade 
with, they might come to Rio Seftre, where I defigned to fpend fome days. 

As foon as 1 came on board, we weighed anchor, and failed on to Rio Seftre, and 
arrived in the road the 3d of Dect inber. Before Rio Seftre the land is very low, 
and beyond it there are two high nills, one of which appears like a femicircle or 
rainbow. 

About a mile weft of this place, are two great rocks, and about as far eaftward a 
point of land ftretches into the fea, fo that this place is eafy to be known. 

The entrance of this river from the fea is full of rocks, which yet lie fix foot under 
water, wherefore it is eafy to pafs over them all with laden boats and chalops, except 
two of them, which appear above water, and are to be avoided. 

The village is fituated clofe to the fhore, on a rifmg ground, and contains about 
fixty houfes, which ate very neatly built, and fo high, that fome of them appear three 
miles out at fea. The buildings here differ from thofe of Mizurado, only in that here 
are more ftories. 

Rio Seftre is a very fine and pleafant river; the banks on each fide are thickly^ftt with 
high and low trees. Several rivulets, and fmall fprings dtfeharge themfelves into this 
river; but what adds to the charms of this river, befides the trees, is the multitude of 
villages all along its banks; amongft which is that of the King, fituated about three 
miles up the river, and compofed of about thirty houfes. 

The King, who is a filver-haired very old man, declares that all the inhabitants of 
liis village are really defeended from him, which*is very probable, they not being very 
numerous. He, like the great or principal men hereabouts,'affumes an European 
name, which is Peter. He is a very agreeable, obliging man, and ail his fubjeds are 
very dvil, as well as very laborious in agriculture and the purfuit of their trade. 

Their habit, fruits of the earth, cattle, and fifli, are the fame with the before- 
mentioned people. 
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Thefe countries feeni to live in perfect peace with other countries, for all hereabouts 
we hear of no other wars than a few Ikirmiflies which formerly happened with the in- 
land Negroes, who burned their village by furprife: but they took molt of them 
prifoners, and fold them, which entirely ended the war. 

. The inhabitants, as I have already hinted, are very induftrious, efpecially in the 
planting of rice, which is their chief employment. Rice increafes fo prodigioufly here, 
that in a very Ihort time we eafily get enough to load a Ihip. Thofe above the common 
rank drive a perpetual trade in rice, Malaget, and elephants’ teeth, though the quan^ 
tity of the laft is very fmall. 

I cannot omit their ftrange manner of burial, havmg had the opportunity of obferv- 
ing an inftance of it, in the interment of an old woman, during the time of my trading 
here. As foon as dead, her corpfe was covered with a cloth, and the people of the 
whole village, neither old nor young excepted, came and ranged themfelves in very good 
order round the corpfe, and each of them was provided with a few Banana leaves to 
lhade and defend the old woman from the heat of the fun. The aaen, in a defperate 
and diftraded manner, run about the houfe of the deceafed, continually and difrnally 
howling, infomuch that if flie had been but half dead, it had been fufficient to have 
accelerated her departure. The women, which fat round the body, alfo began to lift 
up their voices, as not being willing to be out-done ; and if I were to be judge, I could 
fcarcely determine which of the foxes made the greaiell noife. .;This jarring difeord con¬ 
tinued inceffant for the fpace of twenty-four hours. But, on the fecond day, there was 
a fmall ceffation ; by reafon that an empty canoe was brought juft before the dwelling 
of the deceafed, into which the corpfe was laid ; next which was placed a pot of rice, 
and another of palm-wine, in order to fupply her, if Ihe happened to be either hungry 
or thirfty on her journey; and after that the canoe was filled with all forts of green 
plants. After this the mourning cry was renewed, and continued about half an hour; 
next to which appeared ten young vigorous fellows, who took up the corpfe and canoe, 
both which they carried to the river, in order to be tranfported to the place of her 
nativity, and buried there. Which I at firft conjeftured to be in obedience to the 
laft teftament of the deceafed ; but was afterwards informed, that it was cuftomary for 
every perfon to be buried at the place of his birth, though he happened to die at 
never fo great a diftance from thence; and that though the deceafed had not left any 
elFe£ts behind to defray the expence, the neighbours were yet obliged to bear the 
charge. The old woman was then carried up the river and buried, and three days 
afterwards the friends and relations returned home, and brought with them a Iheep 
and a good quantity of palm-wine, to keep the burying-feaft. I kept near them, in 
order to obferve them; but they no fooner faw me, but invited me to participate with 
them f^which I was eafily perfuaded to, by reafon I had been dealing for rice the whole 
day, and had not eaten. I ate and drank very heartily with them, as long as either 
wine or eatables lafted, thinking 1 had been very well treated, but next morning found 
my error j for the relations and the whole Company came and brought me a feurvy 
reckoning, and I could not get rid of them, without making each of them a particular 
prefent; when I. fummed up the matter, I found that the expence of the whole feaft 
was defrayed out of rqy pocket, which obliged me to clap down as a memorandum in 
my note-book, never again to venture to an old woman’s funeral. 

This, fir, is all I have to fay concerning Rio Seftre, which 1 Ihould have gone far¬ 
ther up, and have more particularly vifited the country, if any-body had been with me 
to take care of our trade, or we had not been bound farther. But the Englilh Ihips. 
generally come fo thick upon this Coaft, that without utmoft diligence in my poft, I 
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could not expefl: to do any thing. Nay, at laft we found trade here at fuch a low ' 
ebb, that we were obliged to leave this place on the nth of December, not ftaying 
here above eight days. 

Sailing then from Rio Seftre we found the fhore plain double land. The coaft ex¬ 
tends north-weft and fouth-eaft. Three miles below Rio Seftre is a great mountainous 
rock, on which grows a very high tree: this place is called Little Seltre; and about a 
mile and half farther eaft, a point juts into the fea; on the land next which appears a 
great rock, wtiich is white at the top, and at fea look ; like a fhip under fail. 

A little below this we dropped anchor, before the village of Sanguin',is where we 
could deal but to a fmall value. 

Whilft we lay here the Negroes of Boffoe and Bottewa came on board us with a 
canoe, laden with Malaget, for which they defired only Annabafl'es; fo that I dif- 
pofed of all I had to them in two days’' time. 

I found no other difference of the Negroes of Sanguin, than that thefe were bigotted 
to a very pernicious opinion, that dextrous robbery is very lawful and expedient; 
wherefore we are obliged to deal very cautioufly, for they readily buy whatever com¬ 
modities they fee, but are fure never to pay for them. 

The land about Sanguin is eafily diftinguilhed by feveral high trees, which fhew 
themfelves eaftwards of it. 

About a mile eaft of S;mguin lies Boffoe, which may be known by a plain fand- 
point, is enviioned with large and fmall rocks. Here a Negro came on board, who 
called himfelf James, and pretended to be captain of Boffoe; hefpoke a coiifufed.fort 
of language, being a mixed jargon of Englifh and Portuguefe. He feented a great 
lover of the feiiiale fex, which was the whole fubjeft with which he entertained us. 
He told us, unaiked, that he had ten wives, and out of good hufbandry gracioully 
now and then bellowed one of them his fon Jooft, who was on board with him. 

When we reprefented to him the wickednefs of fuch an aftion, and told him, that 
no place in the world allowed it, he laughed aloud, and faid, “ Ihat they were, then, 
fools to infill on fuch a trifle; and that, as his people were better informed, they 
afted accordingly.” 

We fent thefe heroes on Ihore, and left Boffoe, in order to purfue our voyage. 

About three miles farther, is the village of Bottewa, fituate on the Ihore ; and half 
a mile well of it, a great rock appears in the fea; and about a mile below Bottewa, 
another rock, very like the former, difeovers itfelf; a mile beyond which, the high 
land of Bottewa appears, conlifting of a multitude of high hills. We traded for fome 
grain or Malaget, while we were failing, without fo much as anchoring; for which 
reafon 1 had no opportunity of obferving the country and its inhabitants, though I 
believe they do not much difcr from thofe of Boffoe. 

A mile.and a half beyond Bottewa, is the village Sino, which is dillinguilhable by a 
great rock upon a fand-point, jutting a little into the fea; behind that is a great river, 
which, according to the report of the Negroes, extends itfolf far in-land, and is not 
much lefs confiderable than Rio Seftre. I could not come at any farther information, 
for the Negroes fpeak fuch a barbarous language ^hat they are to 'be underftood 
without difficulty. I’he coaft extends itfelf here fouth-eaft and by'c.dt, and north-weft 
and by weft ; the land is very even. 

Wc failed from hence, and came the ioth of December to Spftre Crou. The land 
is here flat and low, the village is beautiful and large, and rather larger and more ex- 
tenfive than Elmina. Behind it the land is higher, and adorned with a good number of 
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large, thougH Ifcaflefs trees. There are two great rocks on the fliore, about half a 
mile dillant from each other, by all which marks this pla§e is eafily known. 

The Negroes here feemed to be a good fort of people, Ihonefl: in their dealings, and 
much more regular than thole who live higher up. Their language in utterly uninteh 
ligible; wherefore it is impoffible to learn any thing of their manners and cuftoms. The 
cattle and fruits here are like thofe at other places, they being well fumiihed with both. 
The filhery and the filh are not at all different from thofe on the Gold Coaft. 

Having finilhed our trading affairs here, we failed on to the village Wappo, about 
three miles diftant from Seftre Crou. The marks of this j^ace are mveral high ftrag- 
gling trees, which appear upon a high hill beyond the Ihore; the tops of thefe trees 
appear very red at a diftance. Before Wappo a very large rock difcovers itfelf, which 
feents feparated from the fhore, though really on it. As we failed by the land, it ap¬ 
peared but faintly, if at all. The, coaft ftretches eaft-fouth-eaft, and weft-fouth-weft j 
all, or at leaft as far as we could fee of it, flat land, to about three miles weft of 
Cabo das Palmas, where a point of land juts into the fea, which, at a diftance, looks 
like a dolphin, and hath a large village on it, and four trees in the midft of it, which 
we took to be cocoas. 

We made our ufual fign to invite the Negroes on board us, but none coming, we 
did our beft to double the mentioned cape, which fometimes proves difticult enough, 
if we are too near the Ihore. We paffed it notwithftanding, in the night, the 25th of 
December, and not obferving any villages or Negroes next day, we purfued our courfe 
to Druwin. The coaft from cape Palm to Druwin bears eaft and by north, and weft 
and by fouth, about twenty-fix miles, all high and flat land. 

On the 26th ditto, in the evening, and next day, foine Negroes, in three canoes 
laden with elephants’ teeth, came on board us, and after giving them their Dasje, or 
prefent, I dealt with them for the ivory at the deareft rate. 

I never yet faw more covetous men, or greater favages. They begged every thing 
they faw; and if we deny them, or fpeak warmly to them, as to other Negroes, they 
immediately leap over-board and make to land; fo that we can fcarcely trade with thefe 
people, otherwife than to confiderable lofs. 

Their teeth, with which they eat human flefli, when they can come at it, were as 
lharp as awls; wherefore I fliould not advife any to fet foot on land here, who is not 
fona of being buried in their bellies. 

The land-marks here are very plain, and render this country eafily diftinguilhable, 
partly by its height and lofty trees, but principally by reafon of three or four large 
villages which there difcover themfelves, each of which is fituate about half a mile 
frojw the other. Behind the laft village appears a high point to the eaft, where the 
land begins to grow into a promontory, in which is the large river of St. Andrew, 
which difcharges itfelf into the fea, and takes its courfe, according to the Negroes, weft- 
wards, and is fo wide and deep, that it is navigabje with barks, with which we might 
come in and trade, if we were but affured the natives would not nioleft us, which no 
perfon is able to give us a fatisfaftory affurance of, fince here the inhabitants are the 
greateft brutes on the whole Coaft; and whoever trades here, ought to keep fpies aloft 
to prevent his being’ furprized by them. 

Thefe barbarians are poffcffed of a country which affords them an envied plenty of 
all manner of provifion; for Milhio, Jammes, Paquovens, Bananas, and in fliort, 
whatever the Gold Coaft produces, is here very plenty ; and they have- befides great 
abundance of kine, ftieep, poultry, &c. as alfo wild beafts, and, indeed, want nothing 
neceffary to the fupport of life; all which we may juftly grudge them, becaufe out of 
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pure croflhefs they will not fell any, except the worft part of them, which they do not 
like themfelves, and that at a, very dear rate. 

We find even in this age feveral who doubt, whether there are any wild men in the 
world fo far degenerated from human nature as to kill and eat their own fpecies; for 
they fay, “ If there were any fuch, they would not be diftinguifhed from brutes by 
any thing but their fpeech, which feems to clafii with the divine goodnefs, which 
endowed man only with a rational foul, that he might know what was necelTary for 
him befidcs which, they take it for granted, that .10 man can properly^ be called 
wild, but fuch a one as like the hearts, feparated from all fociety, palfeth life in 
woods and wildernefl'es, without any regard to divine or human laws ; and that fincc 
none of thefe men were ever obferved from the beginning of the world, they venture 
to conclude, that there never was, nor never will be any fuch. But this argument 
feems very weak; for experience hath long fince convinced us, that there are men- 
eaters in the world. Antiquity hath left us accounts of it; and it is from time to time 
confirmed by a crowd of authors. Our North Holland preacher hath clearly proved 
it; and though he is not always in the right, yet what he faith of the Brazilians and 
other neighbouring nations, is undoubted truth. But what need I to apply to other 
witneffes, whilrt you yourfelf have experienced the truth of it in thofc in-land Negroes 
which come from the country beyond Ardra, who imagine, that we buy them and 
carry them oft' only in order to eat them ; which jealoufy would not probably enter 
their thoughts, if they did not certainly know that there were man-eaters in the worjd: 
and as to what they farther fay concerning wild-men, I will readily own, that there 
are no fuch wild-men as they deferibe in the world, if they will but allow on the other 
lide, that feme men dill'er from the other fo much, that fome may be comparatively 
called wild, or brutes, which doth not proceed from this, that they as well as we are 
not endowed with a rational foul; bii* from their reafonable fouls being degenerated 
by barbarous ufages, and for want of converfation with civilized nations. Nor are ex¬ 
amples wanting of men, who by accidents which happened in their youth, have been 
obliged to continue feveral years in the woods, which in procefs of time rendered them 
ft) wild, that they afterwards bc'zame afraid of and fled from all men. But enough of 
this, let every one believe what he pleafes. 

On the 29th we left this progeny of Cham, and fteered fouth-eaft and by fouth; i. c; 
after failing a mile and a half we came to the Sixteen R.ed_ Cliffs, which take up in all 
about three miles in length, and in clear weather are vifible fix or feven miles out at 
fea. I found here neither Negroes nor villages. The Coaft bears as above; and from 
Druwyn to Cape Lahoe is about twenty-feven miles. 

On the 30th ditto, we anchored before Cape Lahoe. The land declines here, anh is 
very low on the fea-fide. The village is very large, and feems to ftretch about a mile 
along the rtiore. Betwixt the houfes throughout the whole place arc multitudes 
of cocoa-trees, as at Axim; and if this land were fo high as that, and had a fort built 
in the midft of the town, it would not be much unlike that, in any thing befides the 
largenefs of the village. About three miles on land beyond the village, are feveral 
high hills; and a mile weft of Cape l.ahoe is a large river, whiclj runs to the river 
of St. Andrew, and a great many miles into the in-land country, as alfo eaftwards, 
though not very for; for failing but a few miles eaftward, our courle’s ftopped 
by land. ’ 

The Negroes feem here affable and civil, and were very eafy to be dealt with, only 
they held their elephants’ teeth fomewhat deaf at that time. But that wac occafioned 
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by the great numbers of Englifli and Dutch interlopers, though moft of the firft, which 
had lately been here. 

This place is as plentifully bleffed with provifions as Druwyn, with this difference 
only, that it is better and cheaper. I cannot fay much more concernmg this place, 
only inform you, what the Negroes told me, that they were very populous, and were 
ruled by one chief captain or governor. 

Having done our bufinefs we weighed anchor, and purfued our voyage to Jaque 
Lahoe, about three miles farther, the Coaft bearing in the fame manner. We were 
informed by the Negroes, that they had no ftock of elephants’ teeth; wherefore we 
refolved to fail to the Bottoralefs Pit (fo called from an imagination that it really is fo; 
but the contrary hath been experienced), about four miles farther. 

The land from below, or a little weftward of Cape Lahoe, to Jaque Lahoe, is dif- 
tinguilhed in the maps and charts by the name of the Quaqua Coaft ; but wherefore 
fo called I cannot determine, unlefs it be, that fome compare the fpeech of thefe 
Negroes to the noife of ducks, which I cannot confirm to you, becaufe 1 could not 
obferve fo remarkable a difference betwixt their language and that of other Negroes, as 
Ihould make it found like Quoaking. The natives call their country Adouw, and 
themfelves Adouwfians; but we follow our chart and call them Quaquaans. 

You are.probably acquainted with the expert fwimraing and diving of thefe Negroes, 
which 1 have feveral times feen with furprize. Whenever they were on board, and 
1 threw a firing of coral, or any thing elfe into the fea, one of them would immediately 
dive after it, and though almoft got to the bottom, fetch it up again. This they feldom 
miffed of, and were fure of what they brought up as their reward. 

We paffed the night in the Bottoralefs Pit, and arrival in the morning at Affinee, 
which we guefs to be about feven miles below the mentioned Pit. The Coaft here 
bears eaft by fouth. Here are no elephants’ teeth, but gold to be traded for; but we 
had no orders to deal in that commodity, wherefore we failed by Affinee. Notwith- 
ftanding w'hich, fome Negroes in a canoe cotne on board me; I afked them, “ How 
they agreed with the French ?” they anfwcred, “ That all the Caboceroes of Affinee, 
together with their fubjefts, were gone from thence, and had fettled a mile above the 
village; where they continued at prefent, without entertaining the leaft commerce or 
correfpondence with the French, who had only a bare lodge on the fhore, encompaffed 
with palifadoes, and provided with five pieces of canon, and then guarded by eight 
men, who were well furnifhed with provifions, left there by the French fhips, but were 
fometimes in great want of water, which the Negroes always endeavoured by force to 
keep them from fo that thefe Negroes were of opinion, that the French, unlefs they 
reTfeived fome affiftance from Europe, could not long fubfilt there, but would be ob¬ 
liged to abandon the place upon the firft opportunity. 

Time will difeover what part of this relation deferves credit, though I believe that 
the French are not in fuch a wretched condition as they reprefented them. 

The Coaft from Affinee to Cape Apollonia bears eaft-fouth-eaft; the Coaft is in all 
parts furniffied with great and fmall villages: but no Negroes came on board us; 
wherefore 1 cannoj give you any account of this country or their ii^abitants. 

The now mentioned Cape appears to be low plain ground; bchifid it are three high 
bills, which are its diftinguifhing marks ; without them it would not deferve the name 
of a Cape, than which it is nothing lefs, and would be failed by without ever being 
feen. From hence to Axim feems to be about feven miles, though others think it 
more. The land betwixt both places is very low, and adorned with thoufands of 
cocoa-trees. The fhcre is extraordinarily broad, flat, and looks as if paved with bricks, 
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and is a fine road to travel on with coaches, or chaifes, as in Holland. At the end of 
this fliore is Rio Cobre, about half a league above Axim; but you yourfelf being better 
acquainted with this Coaft than 1 can pretend to, I fhall conclude this account of my 
voyage, with humbly defiring your kbd acceptance of my relation, affuring you, that 
I have not failed to note every thing which was remarkable. Wherefore, alter requeu¬ 
ing the continuance of your favours, I take the liberty to fubfcribe myfelf, 

Your obedient fervant, 

From on board the yacht Johanna Jacoba, John Snoek. 

before Axim, Jan. the ad, 1703. 


4A 2 



( ) 


HISTORY 

OF 

LOANGO, K A KONGO, 

AND OTHER KINGDOMS IN AFRICA. 

By the Abbe Proyart.* 


CHAP. 1. Dejign and Divifion of the IVorL 

"IT is furprlfmg enough, that though our veflfels habitually frequent the coafts of 

Loango, Congo, and other kingdoms in Africa, and our merchants have ware- 
houfes there, yet we know abfolutely nothing of what pafl'es in the interior of thofe 
ftates, and what the people are who inhabit them. We land among them, give them 
European merchandize, take in flaves, and return. No one hitherto had penetrated 
into the country as an obferver; no one at leaft had remained there a fufficient time to 
makefuch obfervations as might be relied on. We judge of thofe different people by 
the .inhabitants along the coafts; and becaufe thefe perfons, frequently impofed upon 
by Europeans, make no fcruple of impofing on them in return, we accufe the whole 
nation of duplicity. They fell men, — we accufe them of inhumanity. Is there, then, 
fo much more humanity in buying them than in felling them ? But we do not confider, 
that the men W'hom they fell are enemies taken in war, and whom in many cafes they 
might have a right to put to death. We believe that the father fells Ins fon, and the 
prince his fubjeds; he only who has lived among them can know that it is not even 
■lawful for amaftertofell hisflave, if he be born in the country, unlefs he have incurred 
that penalty by certain crimes fpecified by law. 

But thefe are not the only imputations on thofe people; it is pretended that they are 
as diffolute in their manners as they are perfidious and inhuman in the affairs of life; 
and without hearing their anfwer to charges fo grave, we proceed to arraign them, and 
aifume conjeftures and hearfay, vague and partial relations, as the proofs and teftimonies. 
They are at once accufed, tried, and condemned. Perfons who have never confidered 
their country but from the top of the obfervatory, excommunicate them, with map in 
Band, and pronounce their regions to have fallen from all hope in the religion of 
the true God. In a fentence fo rigorous, founded on fo frivolous an accufation, 
are we to recognize an age in which the dictates of reafon and humanity alone arc 
heard ? 

Thefe people ha^e vices, — whtR. people is exempt from vice ? ||iut were they even 
more wicked and more vicious, they would be fo much the more entitled to the com- 
miferation and good offices of their fellow-men; and fhould the miffionary defpair of 
making them Chriftiins, men ought ftill to endeavour to make them men. 


• Pari«, 1776. 
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HiiS office,, fo worthy of a true philofopher, was never difcharged by any but th*e 
Chriftian philofopher: 10 true is it, that humanity as well as the other focial virtues, 
are more the offspring of the Cliriftian religion than of the philofophy of the day. 
Miflionaries were they, who, notwithflanding prejudices fo unfavourable to the people 
of whom we fpeak, made no hclitation isi leaving tficir country to eftablifti themfelva* 
among them, with the intention, if not of making them perfedf, at leaft of improving 
them. In this hiffory we fhall hazard no conjeifture: we lliall make no ftatement but 
upon irreproachable teltimony. As they knew not th ' language of the country on their 
arrival, they had leifure to be obfervers, before they could become miflionaries. 

It is not to be expeded that we fhould give a very extenfive hiltory of ni tons who, as 
yet, have neither acquired the ufe of letters, nor employ any fubflitute for them ; fo that 
the prefent work will be, not fo much a recital of what has paffed among them, as 
a portraiture of their adual condition. 

In this will be found the geographical fituation of the places and the temperature 
of the climate ; the nature of the foil and its moft common produdions, vegetable and 
animal; the charader of the people; their virtues and their vices; their alliances, 
their occupations, their government and laws, their commerce and their wars,, thei? 
language and religion. 


CHAP. II. — Of the Situation of the Country, and the Temperature of the Air. 

THE people of whom we treat inhabit the weftern coaft of Africa, from the equi- 
nodial line to the river of Zaira, the mouth of which is about fix degrees of latitude 
fouth. 

'I’his extent of country is divided into feveral kingdoms, the moft remarkable of 
which is that of Loango : it commences at the village of Makanda ; not at half a degree 
from the equator, as fome travellers have ftated, but about 4*^ f fouth latitude. It 
has twenty leagues of Coaft, and terminates at the river of Louango-Louifa, the 
courfe of which is 5'’ 5' of the fame latitude. Bouali, the capital, commonly called 
Loango by the I’rench, is fltuated about 4® 45'. The kingdom of Kakongo* called by 
mariners Malimba, and that of N’ Goio which they denominate Cabiuda, are to the 
fouth of Loango. To the north is found the kingdom of lomba, called by mariners 
and geographers Maiomba, but erroneoufly fo, becaufe Ma-Iomba fignifies king of 
lomba, as Ma-Loango fignifies king of Loango. Eaftward of I.oango are fituated the 
kingdoms of N’ Teka, and another icingdom of lomba, which is fomedmes confounded 
with the former. Beyond thefe kingdoms are others, unknow-n to us, and into, jvhich 
no Europeans have hitherto penetrated. 

As thefe difl'erent ftates are fituated at no confiderable diftance from the cquinbftial 
line, the days and nights are pretty nearly equal throughout the year; cold is never 
felt there. A naturalift in his cabinet would conclude that the heats muft be ex- 
cefllve ; but perfons on the fpot find them tolerable; and it is impofllble to avoid re¬ 
cognizing andjdmiring that Providence which hjs anticipated ev/*ry thing, and which 
tempers and governs the great whole with wonderful economy. The year in thefe 
climates is divided into two feafons of nearly equal duration. The moft agreeable and 

% 

* Some geographer# call thU kingdom Caoonda. Malimbo is the port of Kakon^o, as Cabiuda is of 
N’ Goio. Thus, to call thefe kingdoms Malimbo and Cabiuda would be the fame thing as if the Englifli 
' were to call France the kingdom of Calais, becaufe their veffeU touch at the port of .that town. 

healthy 
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hdlthy commaices in the month of April, and terminates in Oftober. During this'time 
no rain falls j but in the night there are dews fufficiently abundant to promote the 
vegetation of plants. The fun, during fix months of drought, would heat the earth to 
excefs, were it not that the Iky is moft generally covered with vapours which intercept 
i||B rays and moderate the heats. The dry feafon is not the hotteft ; the fummer is 
reckoned from the month of Oftober to April. The heats in this period are exceffive, 
»and woulS be unfupportable, efpecially to Europeans, if there were nothing to mitigate 
their violence; but they are accompanied with abundant and almoft continual rains, w'hich 
refrclh the atmofphere; they are all ftormy rains, and few days pafs in which thunder 
is not heard. 

Thefe rains form marlhes in many places, the exhalations of which corrupt the purity 
of the air. The natives of the country fuffer not the fmalleft inconvenience from them; 
but Europeans, who are not inured to the climate, ought to remove as far as poflible 
from thole marfliy trafts. The kingdom of Kakongo, for this reafon, is much more 
wholefome than that of Loango, becaufe not only the rains are lefs frequent, but the 
face of the country is fo difpofed, as to favour their efflux. 


CHAP. III. — Of the Soil, the Waters, and the Forejls. 

THE land is in general light, and rather fandy; more fit for the growth of maize 
and millet, than for any of the kinds of grain which we cultivate in Europe. It is alfo 
very fertile j grafs grows on it naturally to the height of eight or ten feet; but the 
Negroes know not how to hufband and improve fuch good means : they merely work 
the furface with a fort of fpade or hoe, and this in the rainy feafon. I'his flight culture, 
however, is fufficient to make the land yield an hundred fold, and often much more, 
of whatever grain or plants may be bellowed on it. A Angle grain of maize produces 
as much as eight hundred, and commonly does not yield fewer than fix hundred. 

In the country are feen many mountains, and. fome very high ones. They contain 
neither Hones nor flints, but confifl: merely of an accumulation of the fame earth which 
covers the plains. 

Notwithftanding fix months of continual rain, there are vaft plains uncultivated and 
lying wafte for want of water. To whatever depth they dig, neither tuffa nor Hone is 
found. It is a Hratum of compaQ argil, which confines the water to the interior of 
the earth : it is interrupted in certmn places, whence it occurs that the waters fubfiding 
gradually undermine the furface, and often excavate large and deep abyfles which open 
inHantgneoufly during the fall of the rains. The inhabitants of the country flee as far 
as poflible from the vicinity of thefe moving grounds, which are left uncultivated. 

The Negroes know not the ufe of wells, nor do they even dig any : it is from the 
lakes, fountains, and rivers, that they procure the waters they want, and fometimes 
they have to fetch it from a great diHance. 

The Hrearas and rivers which water the country, flow, for the moH part, through deep 
valleys, and are fliaded by thick foreH§, which keep the waters cool and fnelh. The river 
Zaira, which forms the^fouthem boundary of the kingdoms of N’ Goi*and Kakongo, 
flows with equal abundance and rapidity after the months of drought, and at the end 
Oif the rainy feafon. It has been obferved, that fuch was the cafe with the little rivers, 
■|ui 4 even the fmalleH rivulets; they are never dried up; nor is there even any percep¬ 
tible diminution of their waters during the drought Might it not be laid, in explana¬ 
tion of this phenomenon, that the water of the rains with which tlie earth is impreg¬ 
nated 
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nated for fix months m the year, dlfcharges itfelf only by degrees, and auring a fimilaj- 
fpace of time, into the. rivers, and tiie refervoirs which conuitute their fources. 

Forefts of perpetual verdure cover a great extent of the country. All the Negroes 
have the right of hunting there, and may cut as much wood as they think proper: but 
they content themfelves with colleding the dead wood, which ferves them for fu-in^ 
Some of the forefts are fo thick, that the hunters cannot penetrate them, except ^ 
gaps and avenues which the wild beafts make, in order to get to the plain! to feed 
during the night, and quench their thirft in the river.'. 


CHAP. IV. — Of the Plants^ efculent Vegetables^ P^lft the Fruits of the Earth. 

THE people of thefe countries, naturally little inclined to labour, attach themfelves 
particularly to the cultivation of thofe plants which produce moll with leaft trouble; 
fuch is the manioc. Its ftalk is a fpecies of flirub of tender and juicy wood, which 
bears leaves much refembling thofe of the wild vine. A ftalk of manioc produces 
every year ten or twelve roots, fifteen or twenty inches long and four or five in diame¬ 
ter. The manioc might be raifed from feed, but as it Ihoots from the end, they cut 
the ftalk into fmall pieces, which they fix in the earth during the rainy feafon, and 
which bring forth the fame year. In order that the fame ftalk may produce, for feveral 
years in fucceflion, nothing is required but to leave in the ground, at the gathering, 
Ibme of the fmaller roots. 

I’he manioc is the bread of the people, and a conftant food which the poof have 
always in plenty; hence no beggars are to be feen in the country. If, however, the rain, 
were not to fall at the ufual leafon, which, as they affure us, is fometimes the cafe, 
there would enlue a mod: cruel famir’f j for thefe people preferve no provifions from 
year to year, nor have they any means of procuring fupplies from abroad. 

They prepare the root of the manioc in feveral ways: after haviug let it ferment in 
water lor fome days, they cut it, lengthwife, into flips, which they parch; otherwife 
they make a fort ol compoft of it. For this purpofe, the Negroes have earthen veflels 
with two bottoms; they put the manioc upon the upper one, which is perforated like 
a cullender j the lower bottom is full of w^ater : they clofe the vcfli.'l hermetically, and 
place it on the fire : the evaporation of the boiling water cooks the manioc, which 
would be inlipid if it were not done in water. 

There is a fpccics of acid manioc, which is never eaten till after the juice has been 
exprelfed, and the juice is a poifon. It has been obferved, that the copper veflels in 
which they prepared this manioc, did not take the verdegris even for feveral days after 
they had been ul’ed for this purpofe. I'he leaf of the manioc alfo is eaten, aker the 
manner of I’pinage. Befides the manioc, there is nothing w'hich the Negroes cultivate 
with more care than the Pinda, which w'c call Piftachio: it is a fpccies of long nut, 
which inclofes two almonds under a very flender film. Thi fruit is fowm in furrows; 
it puts forth a ftalk which at firft refembles that of the trefoil; but afterwards filaments 
Ihoot from it, which, after creeping fome diftance on the furlace of the ground, pene¬ 
trate into it bj^e fummit. The ftalk then Ihoofe out a final! y ,-,*lli'w flower, which does 
not frudify; it is at the end of the filaments which have entered the earth that the 
fruit is found in great quantities. It is very good to the tafte, but is indigeftible; thw 
have it broiled before they eat it. They alfo bruife it in ordef to make a pafte, whicn 
ferves as a feafoning for their ragouts. They exprefs from it a tolerably delicate oil. 

lo • There 
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w There is found in this country a potatoe entirely funilar to thofe which ar6 cultifatcd 
in qi|r own North American colonies. The Africans call it Bala*n'-poutou, a root 
*of Europe; doubtlefs becaufe the Portuguefe mull have brought it to them from 
America. It is of better quality and more faccharine than our European potatoes, 
l^e (talk, cut to bits and ftuck in the earth, reproduces the fpecies. 

The Ignam is a thick fhapelefs root covered with knots, which inclofe as many germs. 
In order^to reproduce it, they cut it into fmall pieces which they rub upon the aflres, 
and leave them expofed to the heat of the fun; they then put them in the earth : each 
piece produces a long ftalk which they fupport with a prop. The root of the Ignam is 
more pleafant to the palate than that of the manioc, but the Negroes neglect the culture 
of it becaufe it produces little. 

In the rainy feafon they plant four or five forts of fmall beans fimilar to our haricots. 
There are feveral fpccies of them, of which they can gather three crops in lefs than 
fix months. They have alfo an earth pea, the ftalk of which refembles that of our 
wild ftrawberry plant; it trails along the ground like that of the Pinda, and it enters 
by filaments, at the ends of which the peas are found; they are agreeable to the taftc, 
but indigeftible in European ftomachs. 

The melons, pompions, and cucumbers demand fcarcely any care. The fpinage 
and forrel grow in the fields without culture. Near the villages and along t!ie roads 
is fouhd purflain quite like ours. Dogs’-grafs is not more uncommon there than wiili 
us, and the Negroes alfo ufe its root for making ptifan when they are fick. 

Our Palma Chrifti is very common on the plains. Tobacco fcems to be one of the 
natural* productions of the country; the Negroes call: the feed of it at raiHlom into 
their court-yards and gardens, where it frudtifies without tillage. Some perfons, in 
imitation of the Europeans, take the tobacco as fnuff, but all of them fmoke; and the 
men and women have their pipes of potter’s earth. 

Cabbages, radilhes, and the greater part of our European table-vegetables accom¬ 
modate themfelves perfedly well to the foil; chicory alfo grows here as fine as in 
France. 

In many provinces they cultivate maize or Turkey-wheat. It grows fo readily that 
in the fpace of fix or feven months they gather fix or feven crops from the fame land- 
As the inhabitants of the country know not the ufe of mills, they pound the grains of 
maize in a wooden mortar and reduce it to meal, which they make into a pafte and bake 
it under the cinders. Sometimes they parch their grains much in the fame way as 
we roaft our coffee, and eat it without any other preparation. 

In the kingdom of Kakongo there is a fpecies of millet, the ftalk of which grows as 
thick as a man’s arm; it bears ears which weigh as much as two and even three 
pounds. I’his plant is indigenous; they find it the midft of the defart plains, but 
few people bellow any particular culture upon it. 


CHAP. V.-— 0 / the Trees and Shrubs. 

THE palm-tr^, of all fruit-trees,ris that which the Negroes accoui|pt>^the moll ufe- 
: it grows to a height of forty or fifty feet, on a trunk of from fifteen to eighteen 
inches diameter. It fends out no branches, but merely a tuft of leaves with the fpread 
of a fan at its top. Thefe leaves, before they expand, form a l^rge white lettuce, 
esttenaely tender and of a faccharine and vinous tafte. The palm-tree produces its 
fruit in bunches, each grwn of which is of the fize of a nut, and is called the palm-nut; 
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the flcin (or fliell) is yellowifli. This nur is eatable; but they generally boil it in water 
or roaft it on the coal, then tliey bruife it, and exprefs from it an oil which ferveifto 
feafon their ragouts, or to anoint their bodies. Each nut bears a kernel, which is very 
hard, and enclofcs an almond, the taflcof which the negroes deem excellent. 

ITicy alfo draw from the palm-tree a liquor which the Europeans call palm-wine. 
In ordey to do this they make a flight incihon in that part of the tree where the fruit 
begins to form a fmall tumour before it blows ; they flick into the incifion a leaffolded 
in the form of a gutter, to ferve as a vehicle for the liqr >r, which is received in a cala- 
bafh, attached over night to the palm-tree ; it is commonly found full the next mpraing. 
This liquor forms the common beverage of the rich ; it has the tafte of our o-ine when 
brought frefh out of the wine-prefs; it is pefloral and refrefliing: they fay, that it intoxi> 
cates when it is taken to excefs ; it acidulates in a few days. The natives of the country 
do not prefer any liquor to the palm-wine except the brandy, which is brought to them 
from Europe. 

The cocoa-tree differs from the palm-tree only by its fruit ; it alfo produces grapes; 
but the grains are of the fize of a fmall melon. This fruit is clothed with a very hard 
fliell, fufficiently folid to admit of beads being cut out of the entire fubftance. The 
milky juice which iflues in abundance from the opening of the cocoa is a fweet beverage, 
and at the fame time very agreeable and nourlfliing, while the folid fubftance cut from 
its fliell conflitutes a good and tolerably wholefome food. It appears that the cocoa-tree 
is not indigenous, and that it was tranfported from America to Africa by the Euro¬ 
peans, becaufe the cocoa is called n* poutou, nut of Europe. 

The banana is more common than the cocoa-tree; it is rather a plant than a tree, 
growing however to the height of tw eb-e or fifteen feet o’h a trunk of eight or ten inches 
diameter ; the fruit puts forth from the middle of this trunk in the form of a cluftcr of 

f rapes, which we call regime. Each luflcr bears from a hundred to two hundred 
ananas, and the barnna is about eight or ten inches in length by about one inch in dia- 
meter; fo that a good-cluftcr is a man’s burthen. A banana bears only one of them, 
and it dies as fuon as the fruit is gathered ; hence it is the cuftom to cut down the tree 
lor the fake of its produce; but, for one foot which they cut there fpring up feveral 
others. The trunk of the banana is nivefled with feveral layers of a fpecies of tough 
rind, of which the young negroes make cords : its leaves are feven or eight feet long 
by eighteen or twenty inches broad ; they are almoft as firm in confiftency as our parch¬ 
ment ; they fold and unfold in a thoufand ways without cracking; they may be made into 
parafols, and are generally ufed for covering pots and great veflfels. 

The banana is the bread of the rich as the manioc is that of the poor. It would not 
however be difficult fo to multiply the banana as to make it yield an adequate quantity 
for the fubfiftence of the common people. A plain of bananas is never exhaufliv’; and 
it requires tillage only the firlt year. 

The banana fig-tree does not differ from the banana except by its fruits ; they alfo 
grow in cluflers or bunches, but they are not fo long by half, and they have neither 
the fame tafte nor the fame properties. The banana is a fpecies of bread • : the banana 


* The Editor of Bifliop of Tabraca's Memoirs on theHiftory of the Kiiigdsio of Siam confounds the 
baijHua witli the fig banana. I know not whether it be to the memoirs of tiie prelate or to the overfight of 
the editor that this error is to be attributed ; an error certainly not injnrious either to religion or to fociety. 
But with regard to thofe indecent allufions and the odious parallel which the avthor draws on the occafioii 
between the fuperftitious Sbfervanccs of the Siamefe and the praflices authorized or preferibed by our holy 
religion, it is to be concluded that he has confultcd the repertory of the modern philofophy rather than the 
memoirt of the venerable millioDary prelate, who, after having preached and tefliiied to the frith among idola¬ 
trous nations, has juft gone once more acrofs the feas with an infirm body weighed down with the load of 
Csty years, in the hope of ftill (hatching fome more vidims from hell. 
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a delicate fruit. The fubftance of the banana is hard and farinaceous; that of the 
banana fig is foft anJ pulpy. ' 

The lolo-tree is a tree which grow'S to the height of twenty-five or thirty feet on a 
proportional trunk. They do not give themfelves the trouble of planting it j the pippins 
®of its fruits cart by chance reproduce it in great quantities around the villages. If its 
root alone be injured it withers and dies. Its fruit, which the negroes call lolo. and we 
papinc, has an agreeable and faccharine tafte; it pretty much referables in colour and 
fize our green melons ; but it has not a fimilar tafte ; and it enclofes a greater quantity of 
pippins. The le!o is of the number of thofe fruits which belong to the firft paflenger 
who thinks proper to gather them. Tlie miflionaries ufed to make a pretty good 
foup of it. 

The orange and citron trees grow very fine in thefe climates, and produce excellent 
fruits, but the culture of them is entirely neglefted ; and there is but a very fiuall number 
of them to be feenin and about the villages. 

'ihtcazou is a fruit of the fize of a melon, which holds fifteen or twenty rcil oblong 
nuts, nearly of the fize and form of a pigeon’s egg ; their fubftance is farinaceous and 
very nourilhing. The negroes never neglecl to carry fome with them when they go a 
journey ; a moderate quantity of thefe nuts will ferve for their fubfiftence during a whole 
day. Apparently they are a fpecics of the cacao, but the beholder is not within reach 
to verify this cotijeclure by infpet'ling the ftalk. 

The tonga is an oblong fruit of the fize of an egg, which enclofes a quantity of pip- 
pins of the fize of a lentil. From fifty to a hundred grow upon one ftalk two or three 
feet high. The camba differs only from the tonga by being fiat inftead of round. The 
fruit grows in Provence ; it is there called berengenne. 

There is found in the kingdom of Kakongi) a tree about ten feet high, which in 
the fcafon of drought bears peas little different from ours in the pod, grain, or even in 
the tafte. 

The tomata is a fmall fruit of the fize and colour of a cherry ; the negroes ufc it 
as an ingredient in their ragouts as we ufe onions in ours, but it is from motives of 
economy and for the fake of filling up rather than of feafoning ; this fruit, ahlolutcly 
infipid of itfelf, imbibes the tafte of the fauco without communicating any to it whatever ; 
It grows on a flirub. 

The pimento is another flirub, which grows to the height of four or five feet; its 
leaves, pretty much rcfembling thofe of the pomegranate, are of the finftft green. Its 
fruit is'a grain very like that of barley in lliape, but thicker and of a dazzling retl. This 
fhrub charms the fight when it is covered with Ifuit; the fruit is the pepper of the 
CQi^ntry ; the negroes put a great deal of it in nioft of their fauces; but it is fo vioier/. 
that it burns the tongue and palate of the Europeans to fuch a degree as to make the 
fldn peel off. 

There arc found in many wet and marfliy places fugar cancs of the fame fpecics with 
thofe of St. Domingo, but the negroes have no idea of cultivating them ; they fuck the 
pith of thofe which they find, and fome individuals make a trade of colleding them to 
carry to market. ^ 

On the plains ari feen bafilics wliich differ from ours by the he* t of their ftalk, 
which may be about eight feet. 

. The cotton-tree is a/hrub of the height of five or fix-feet; it bears a fort of large green 
fruits, which are clad with a down of about a line in thicknefs; this down is the cqtton. 
When the fruit is ripe it opes and difplays feveral rows of pippins, the remainder is good 
for nothing. The negroes fuller the cotton alfo to perilh, although it would 'flbt prove 
inferior in point of quality to that of America, 
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provart’s history of loango, &c. 555 

No vine has been feen in the country ; but there are fome in fjveral provinces 
beyond the Zaira, and they thrive there very well. The foil of I.oango, Cacor jjo, %ndl^ 
other circumjacent kingdoms perhaps vvould not be lefs favourable to it; bm the^ 
women, who alone take charge of the culture of the eartli. and w ho are already s. ib^hcd 
with labour, do not care to augment their talk by plar.ting the vine, the juice of 
which, _^moreover, would not be for thent but for their hufbands. 

The fruit trees frequently bear fruits an'' flowers ;it the fame time, and in all 
feafons; the greater part refurae their buduing in ari ‘ ibiis and even in the greateft 
drought. 

The trees of the forefls are covered wish leaves at all feafons; tlic ol 1 .“bx! only 

to give plac'c to the new ones; fomc produceIrults'ht for eating,others are perennially 
covered with llerile flowers, which fcatter around, to a great difiance, the mofl agreeable 
odour. There occurs in the kingdom of Jomba, whicdi is to the north of L ango, a 
foreft of red dye-wood. Amonganinfinitc variety of trees of diiferent kinds there is not 
to be found a Angle one refembling thole w e have in Kuropc. 'f'iiere arc foiue of fuch 
prodigious girth that at a diftance the beholder would take them for towers rather than 
for trees. The negroes tell thofe only of middling fize ; they hollow them into canoes 
of a fingle piece, which we call pyrogucs, with which they go a fifliing to fea and on 
the rivers. 

Some of thefe trees arc tender and fpungy ; they would refill the hatchet like the bark 
of the cork-tree; but they might eafily be cut wiih a well-whet fabre; others are of a 
very hard wood. There are fomc to be found which, at the end of a few months after 
they have been felled, harden fo much that they make anvils of them for forging -red 
hot iron ; it would be an ufelefs attempt to drive a nail into the wood with a hammer. 
The greater part of thefe trees perifh by age and decay j no one thinks of felling them, 
for no one would know what ufe to r. kc of them. 


CHAP. VI. — Of the Animals. 

THE inhabitants of thefe countries, certain of always finding manioc in their garden, 
trouble themfclves very little about what they might procure wherewith to make good 
cheer. They prefer to found their hopes for the kitchen on the fortune of hunting or 
filhing, for days of banquet and regaling, to giving themfelves the labour of rearing 
at their houfes, cattle which the oflicers of the king might at any inflant take .away. 
They rear pigs, goats, and flieep. Their pigs are fmaller than ours ; Jicir goats yield 
no milk ; their flieep bear no fleeces of wool like thofe of I tropean climates j in other 
refpeds they quite refemble them. * 

They have ducks which bear crefls, and are twice as large as ours ; but their fowls 
are very fmall ; they do not eat the eggs, becaule, they fay, with a little patience an 
egg becomes a chicken. According to the fame principle they fay that the Europeans 
ought to pay them as dear for a couple of eggs as for a couple of cliickens j they however 
make fomc I'mall, abatement in the price, and If you bargain with them too much they 
anfwcr coolly tfHI they will wait until their eggs bcuome chicken, 11 is m vain to objett 
tef them on the fcore of what thefe chickens will coft them before they are good to eat, 
becaufc they do not fiuten them; the mother takes them away with her into the plain, 
where they live with her at large like other birds. Thofe who fay’that for the value of fix 
fous thirty fowls may be had in the kingdom of Loango, are as grofsly millaken as when 
they pretend that fowls are fold at a piftolc ,a-piece in the lungdora of Congo j but I 
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doubt not that they deceive any body ; there is no reader credulous enoagh to rely oa 
the teftimony of an hiftorianj when he tells him that thirty fowls which fell for a hundred 
crowns in one kingdom are fold for fix fous in the neighbouring kingdom. 

Dogs and cats are to be found in this country. The cats have a longer muzTile than 
jOurs ; the dogs do not bark. A miffionary faw on the coniines of Loango a bay horfe 
which was bounding over the plain; he was of good height, and very handfome^ he fuf- 
fered hindtlf to be approached very clofely. At the moment when the miffionary wa* 
regarding him, the minifler for foreign aflairs was coming by; he ftopt and told the 
niilfionary that he knew that the horle would be very ufeful to him in the journey he 
propofed to takc tfirough the country ; that if he liked he might make a good bargain 
of him. The nuffionary agreed to it, on condition that he fhould deliver it to him ; 
but the difficulty of getting to put the bridle on him terminated the bufmefs. The 
tradition is, that the king of England formerly lent two horfes, a male and a female, to 
the king of Loango; that this prince, after having examined them, ordered them to be fet 
at liberty ; that from that time they had wandered over the plains and forefts, where 
they bred young ones ; that the horfe, which was fuinetimes Icen near Loango, was the 
laft of his fpecies, the others being dead of old age, or having been worried by the tygers. 

The plains feed a number of animals of all kinds ; quadrupeds, birds, and infefts. No 
hares or rabbits have ever been Iccn there ; but there are two or three liirts of partridges 
to be found; fome of them have plumage of the brighteft red ; thole of every kind arc 
as big as our hens. The quails and larks have nothing which dillinguilhes tlicm from 
thqfe of Europe. Only one kind of pigeon has ever been I'een there ; its plumage is 
green, but its claws, beak, and eyes, are of a line red. There is a certain bird of the lize 
and pretty nearly the form of a turkey, but has a larger head, and bears, inltcad of a 
creft, a pierced horn like a horn at trictrac. A negro came one day to the miffionaries 
to offer them for fale an aquatic bird, which was much larger than the larged that w'e fee 
in I ranee ; he had his load of it; but hearing them anfwer that they would not buy it, 
he did not leave them much time to examine it; they only faw that it had a neck as long 
as an arin, and that it was as big as a Iheep. The eagles are like thofe which arc ffiown 
in our fairs. The crow differs in no refpe£t from ours. '1 here is a variety of other 
birds of prey. At the feafon when the negroes fet fire to the grafs on the plains they 
are feen to fly over the flame.s. If they perceive any animal which has fuffered itfelf to 
be overtaken by the fire, they pounce on him with impetuofily, and carry him away 
half roaded, without getting iheir wings at all damaged by the blaze. There are 
many nodurnal birds. The owl is as big as a turkey. The cuckoo is called coucou ; it is 
a little bigger than ours, and rel'embles it in plumage, but lings differently; The male 
bc^ns to chant coo, coo, coo, mounting one note above another with as much precifion 
as a mufician would found his ut, re, mi. When he has got to the third note the female 
takes it up, and afeends with it to the oftave; and they always recommence the 
fame fong. I'he fwallow is the fame with that which we fee in Europe, but its flight is 
more uniform. 

The fparrows breed numeroully; they fly in flocks like ours ; they chirp in the 
fame way; they are a little fmaller, their plumage is liner and fofter, and it Ihines like fatm. 

The grafshopper is of the fize o'f a fmall bird. It has a piercing^nd importunate 
cp ; it makes a great noife in the air; you would think by the beating of its wir%s 
that a bird of prey was^ hovering a.round. Another infed, of the fize of a May-bug, is 
of the greated utility in fo hot a climate; it is the fcavenger and dudman of the whole 
country. It labours with indefatigable afliduity to collet all the filth that might 
infeic the air,‘and makes fmall bails of it, which it hides very deep in holes which it 
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Ites dug in the earth. It breeds in fufficient numbers to keep the towns and village* 
clean. 

The Alining or fire-Ay Aies by night, and bears a pretty ftrong light. It might be 
taken in a dark night for one of thofe exhalations which we call falling ftars. Tlie inif- 
fionaries have examined fome which came to reft on their huts ; they remarked ihei# 
bodies were of the fize of our glow-worms, and that near the wings they did not differ 
greatly from them in ftiapc j which inclmed them to judge that thefc infeds might be a 
variety of the fame fpecics. 

The grafs of the plains ferves as a retreat to an infinite number of rats cf different 
kinds; the largeft of which are of the fize of our cats. Here are alL frogs and toads 
larger than ours ; and a fnail of the fize of one’s arm. 

The woods are filled with all kinds of animals. The elephants of the country differ 
only from thofe which have been deferibed to us by being in general fmaller. Their 
largeft tulks weigh only from fifty to fixty pounds. The negroes do not dread them, 
and they never hunt them. The tulks they fell to the Europeans are thofe which they 
have found in the woods. The ivory of Loango is in great repute for its finenefs 
and whitenel's. 

The miflionaries have obferved in paffing along a foreft, the track of an animal which 
they have never feen ; but it mull be monltrous, the prints of its claws are feen on the 
earth, and formed an imjireflion on it of about three feet iti circupiference. In obferving 
the poft ure and difpofiiionof thefootfieps, they concluded that it did not run in this part 
of its way, and that it carried its claws at the diftance of feven or eight feet one from 
the other. 

The lion refemblcs thofe of middling fize which are feen in Europe. 

The tyger is much more dreaded in thefe countries than the lion ; there are two 
fpccies of them, without reckoning J - tyger cat, which eats field mice, the young of 
birds, and ibmetimes fowls and ducks. 'I’lie tygers of the firll fpecies are called tygers 
of the woods, the others grafs-tygers, from the place where they are acciiftomed to 
prowl for food. The grafs-tygers are of the fize of our great dogs; they hunt rats 
and other animals which lurk in the grafs, which the uncultivated lands produce ; they 
fometimes approach the huts by night to carry away fowls and other domcftic animals; 
but they take to Aight as foon as they perceive a man. The wood-tyger is much bigger 
and taller than the former. He makes prey on the ftrongc ft animals, fuch as buffaloes 
and deer ; he couches for them as they pals, leaps on their croup, tears them with his 
claw's and teeth and never leaves hold until he has made them fall beneath him; when 
this carnivorous animal is prelfed by hunger, he comes out of the woods, and prowls by 
night round the villages, feeking to devour dogs, pigs, lliecp, and goats. 

Near the place where the miflionaries are fettled, one of thefc tygers having tallied 
forth at dufk from a neighbouring foreft, caiiicd off a little child whom his mother 
was bringing from the fields on her back j he then fled with precipitatiDitto devour his 
pi;eyinthe foreft. It is not fafe to pals alone through ..wood, without, being well 
armed. The tyger has a keen fmcll and pierc”>g fight; he feents a man from a great 
diftance; if h^foes him alone and unarmed, he draws near to attegck him; other- 
wife he ftmns*he encounter. It is very rare *that a huuicr» perceives him within 
j|un-fhot. 

When a negro has killed one of thefe tygers, he walks about, as if in triumph, among 
the villages, fupported and attended by his friends; he then carries the beaft to the 
chief, who immediately pays him a reward propofed by the government, for him who 
dimi^es the number of fanguinary animals. When a tyger has'devoured fome 
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animal in a village the pcafants are fure that he will not efcape them the following night; 
they tie the remains of his prey (if he has left any) to a flake ; or they lay a new bait for 
him ; they lie cords to it, which communicate with guns difpofeci in fuch a manner 
that they muff necefl’arily difcharge themfelves on the tyger, if he comes to bite at the 
isbait; he feldom fails to return on the following night j he falls by his own means. 
The difcharge of the guns is the fignal which bids the negroes go and difpatch him, 
Ihoiild he be ftill alive. 

The bull'alo is not reckoned among the domcilic animals as in Chinn ; he is wild and 
ferocious: he w'andersin the woods and defart plains,^ which he caufes to relbund with 
his difagreeable lowings and roarings ; he is rather taller than our common oxen ; from 
which, in other refpeds, he docs not effentially diiler. The bufl'alo docs not lice before 
the hunter; and if the latter mifles his aim, andhas not time to climb a tree, ho is inftanily 
torn to pieces. AVhen this animal cannot wreak his vengeance on him who has 
wounded him, he runs about feeking a chance victim for his fury. Woe to ihc lirlt 
paffenger whom he perceives, man, wniman or child ; it is all over with him ! Of a fata¬ 
lity of this kind, the millionarics were once witnelfes. One of thefe bidfaloes having 
fallied from the woods, turned on a woman who was bufied iii cultivating her field ; 
he threw her on the ground, and never quitted her until Ihe had expired in a molt 
tragical way. 

The wild-boars multiply flowly ; they feed on the roots of trees and tender wood ; 
they are fmaller and leis icrocious than thofe which feed on acorns in our European 
forefls. 

The animal which the Negroes denominate a wild dog is a fpccics of wolf, which 
much rcfcmbles thofe we fee in France ; as he docs not hold rule over the woods he 
is more modefl than ours ; a man never fears to encounter him. He does not bend his 
view'on the larger prey, thefe he leaves to the lion and the tyger, who do not even 
fpare him when he falls under their paws ; for want of other fooci he loiuetimes browfes 
grafs, and eats roots like a goat. 

The monkicsfcclude themfelves generally in the interior of the foreft ; they feldom 
walk on the grovmd ; they are always feen perching on the highefl trees. 'Fhis however 
does not hinder them, when purfued, from making a deal of way in a fhort time, leaping 
from branch to branch and from tree to tree, 'i’hc negroes aim Id's at killing the 
monkies than at taking them alive, to fell to the Europeans. The way to take them 
is to ftrew at the foot of the trees, whither they are want to retire, fuch fruits as they 
mofl relifli, under which the fnares arc laid. The ape has always her young one at her 
fide; flic carries it with he>- when fhe is purfued, and never abandons it but when flic 
is mortally wounded. There are in the forells of this country baboons four feet high; 
the legroes affirm that when they are hard pufhed they come down from the trees 
with flicks in their hands to defend themfelves againfl thofe who are hunting them, 
and that very often they chafe their purfuers. The miffionaries never witnelfed this 
fingularity. 

The roebuck and deer arc not rare in the forefls ; they differ in no w^y from thofe of 
Europe. The deer are fmaller than ours and have no horns ; the privation of this attri¬ 
bute is of great advantage to them in‘i:he thick forefls, where they are ^ntinualiy liable 
to be hunted by carnivorous animals. 

On the plains may be feen bounding along a flag, whom the fmallnefs of his make 
renders an objeft of great curiofity. He rei'embles at all points the flags of the country ; 
like them he wants horns, he has a forked foot, a fine and limber leg ; he is nearly as, 
big as a hare, but flenderer; his fize is from twelve to fifteen inches. Although he runt 
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very light, he. is fometimes caught by hand. His moft ordinary retreat is among the ' 
long grafs of untilled lands, which are to him what the trees of the forefts are to the 
others. When the negroes perceive him they take u;> a great quantity of cover, and, 
clofing by degrees, hem in the flag. When this little animal fees himfelf furrounded, 
he no longer thinks of efcaping, but fufFers himfelf to be taken; but he is unable to furs ivai:> 
the lofs of his liberty; if he be not killed he foon dies of grief, or he kills himfelf againft 
the bars of the cage in which they have confined him; his flefli affords delicate eating. 

I'hc forefls are filled much more than the plains , ith an infinity of birds of the 
prettiefl plumage j but j ichnefs of colour is all they poffefs, one never fees enough of 
them; one hears too much of them ; their fong is ieeble and broken j Cvt a me night- 
ingalc ilocs notiiing but warble; he is larger than ours. 

Pheafants and guinea-hens are very common. Parrots and paiToqucts are not more 
rare : the negroes lakeihem from their ntfls to fell the Europeans. 

'1 hey diliinguifli two kinds of turtle-dove ; there is one not larger than a thrufli 
which has afh-colourcd plumage; the other is of the figure and fize of ours ; fhc has 
the fanu'])liun:!ge, and her wing is the fame. 

I lie negroes do not yet know the art of domeflicating bees, and making them labour 
on their account, bv juocuring abodes for them, 'kht forefts are the ordinary retreat 
of this in-!uflrious inlcct. The hollow of a tree ferves him lor a hive, and he there 
clepolits liis combs. Tlie bees of Africa work like tlie bees of Europe ; and from 
flowers entirely difitrent extract the fame honey and the fame wax; without having 
their moiiel comnuinicareu they copy it pcrlecHy. On both hands there is tlie fame 
wilrlom in the preparations: ; the fame regularity in the firoportions, the fame adlivity 
in the execulit.n ; there no ciitlieul'y in perceiving that they are in/h ubted by the feme 
mailer. 'J'he lu-ney which they yield is very delicate ; the negroes make a regale of 
it; they fuck the comb and throw a y the wax. They do not iiifle the bees to obtain 
their honey ; they make fire under the tree whole hollow ferves for their retreat. The 
fmoke makes them come out; the honey is then taken; the Lees then re-enter the 
fame tree, or leek a tlw'tlling elfcwhcre. v. 

Here are ants ol levcral fpecies ; there is one much larger than ours, the has 
equal fbrefight and aj-iplication to labours ; and it is in this country that one might 
more effcitually than in any other fend men to his fchool, in the words of the Sage. 
I’htie inlcds in the time ol drought eagerly gather food for their fubfitfence during the 
rainy I'eafon. In order to defend ihetnfclves agalnll the inundatiens, they build, by 
dint of labour, Imall houl'es of glazed earth (I’.ottcrs’ clay) which acquire almoft the 
f’olidity ol Hone. The negroes, on overturning them, make chaling dilltes of them, 
which are much like our earthen chafing dilltes, and they have no otliers. 

In the thickelf forclls, where the rays of tlie fun never penetraie, there are nr..:i^ fer- 
pents. The moll common is that which they call the ferpem Eoma, which is about fifteen 
feet long, and thick in proportion ; fomeiiines liiercare ibine found of much larger fize. 
They told the miflionarics that fix months before their arriv. .! in the country a little child 
had gone to the woods to take birds nells (almoH tlie only, occupation ol children) ; his 
father finding that he tarried long, armed himfelf, as if lor the chafe, \vith his fabre and 
his gun to go ahdfcekhiin ; on advancing into the lorcll by t .e a: fl frequented road he 
perceived a ferpent of enormous fize; not doubting that lie as the tr.urderer of his fon 
he attacked and killed him. Having opened the carcafe he lound the child, enclofed in 
its belly as in a coffin ; it was dead, but had received no wound. The negroes eat the 
ferpents which they kill, and theflefii is not bad. When the Europeans alk them why 
they peed on thefc animals ? they themfeives aik, why the Europeans do not feed on 
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them ? and they si^dd, that if there is an animal which they ought to eat, it is moft cer- 
tainly that which feeks to eat them. » 

The rivers breed fine fifli in great quantities ; that which they filh from the fir cam of 
the Zaire is very delicate. There are alfo fifh-breeding lakes in this country ; there is one 
aear the village of Kilonga, where the milfionaries formed their firll cllab’iflunctit. it 
abounds in filh of feveral fpecies. Its carps are fimilar to thofc of our rivers in France, 
but more delicate. They fifli up fine eels, which are much dift'erent from ours; they 
have a flat and very thick head; their teeth arc not edged ; and they much refeinble in 
form and fize the grinders of a man. Some rivers breed fnakes, v/hich are like fmall 
ferpents. 

The fca coafts are frequented by regular profeiTed fifherraen ; they take mofl gene¬ 
rally a great quantity of ray and foies of different kinds. Although they embark only 
in perogues they fometimes take very large dnaughts and great idh. I have hud in my 
hands a jaw which muff have belonged to a monftrous filh; its teetii are twenty-four lines 
in circumference by twenty-nine in height ; they are fixed in fockets twenty-two lines in 
depth; they are pretty well-edged at the extremity. 

On the coaffs of Loango there is a fpecics of mifehievous filh, which often occcafions 
damage to Europeaw captains ; it has a head three times as large as that of an ox ; it 
has a great paffion for ffaving barks and canoes ; it approaches the places where the 
veffels are at anchor ; it raifes its neck above the water ; and if it perceives a canoe it 
darts up to it with impetuofity ; ffaves it at the firft onl’et with its head, and takes to 
flight; it difdalns the perogues ; and never attacks them. 

The nets of the negroes arc wrought much in the fame -way as thofe of our fiflicrmen ; 
they make them of a flax filament, wliich would not yield in flrength to the beff hemp ; 
and this they procure from the banana-tree and from the bark of fome other trees. It is 
not their pradice to fait their fifli, in order to preferve it. They dry it in the fuii; if it 
be hot enough j but more frequently they fmokc it. 


CHAP. VII. -^’Societies. 

THE people of thefe countries, like ourfelves, inhabit towns and villagc.s, and they 
prefent a molt ftriking image of the origin of fociety. d hey are not drawn together fo 
much by reciprocal wants as by ties of blood, which hinder them from feparating. The 
families do not difperfe, as with us, fo that in the fame town and even in the fame 
village you difeern an infinite number of little hamlets, which are fo many families, each 
having its patriarch for a prefident, A family which finds icfelf too crowded and does 
not #ifli to confound itfcif with the neighbouring one, may go and fettle on the firft 
piece of land which is not already occupied, and there found a hamlet; it is the affair of 
a Angle day, in a country where the father of a family is able, with the help of his wife 
and children, to carry away at one journey his houfe and all his furniture, goods and 
chattels. The heads of famiKes are the firft judges of them. When any difpute has 
arifen among them, they confront the parties ; and after hearing the pleadings on both 
iidcs, they pronounce a^fort of fentenoe in juridical form. I'his domeftic tribunal is the 
model of the other fiiperior tribunals. The laws do not allow a woman to appeal from 
the fsntence of her hulband, nor a fon from the judgment of his father j indeed, tliey never 
think of doing fo ; but in the fequel we fliall fee that from the tribunal of the chief of 
fhg kfo a power of appeal to the governor of the province, and, laftly, to 
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The country is not equally peopled throughout; the towns and villages are moft' 
frequent along the banks of the rivers, the ftreamlets, lakes and the foimtair, ',; becaufe, 
doubtlefs, water being one of the tnoft eii'ential necefl'aries of life, they who have the 
choice of land give the preference to that which oilers it naturally, and leave the care of 
digging wells to the lait comers. 'I’hofe great and fuperb towns which are to be ieen, 
all built along rivers, have had no other origin ; and if we could interrogate the full 
founders of Paris, they would anfwer that in eredling their huts on the fameHpots where 
we have fince conflruded palaces, they, like the pe pie in queftion, thought of pro¬ 
curing a fupply of healthy water to quench their thirft and walli their flocks ; and had not 
I he fmallclt idea of building a town, Hill lefs of kindling its future fpleudoi. by the calc 
aiforded it of extending its commerce. 

The towns are, properly fpeaking, only great villages ; they dilfer from them folely 
in containing a greater number of inhabitants. Grafs grows in tliem, as in tiie villages ; 
the llreets are merely narrow path-ways. A great town is really a labyrinth ; whence a 
Itrangcr could never get out if he had not the precaution to take a guide wiilt him. The 
citizens have nothing which diftinguiflies them from villagers ; they are neither better 
clothed nor better lodged. The female citizens of the capital go to work in the fields 
like the pealant girls of the fmallefl; hamlet. 

'I'he vail forcll of which we have been fpeaking would fiirnifli the negroes with the 
means of lodging and flieltcring themfelves very commodioufly, if they would only give 
thcmfelvcs the trouble ; they might even, for want of (lone, which is nowhere to be found 
in this country, make ufe of bricks, which might be worked from alinolf all the kinds 
of earth which the land contains. 'The woods would fupply them with the fuel necef- 
fary for burning them ; but they are in no humour to take fuch great pains for a 
dwelling. Their houfes, which we call huts, arc fmall cabins made of ruflies or 
branches pretty Ikilfully interwoven The covering correfponds to the Itrudbure ; it 
coiififls merely of leaves ; they ufe in preference thofe of the palm-tree, which .are of 
fuflicient confiltency to rrfdl for feveral years the rains and tlie viciflitudes of the 
weather. The door of the houfe is worked into one of tlie gable-ends, which they take 
care fliall not beexpofed to the wi^d ih the rainy quarter. The people know not the 
ule of windows. It is well known that we ourfelves, not long ago, had only very fmall 
ones, as many of our ancient caftles fufiiciently evince. Even now in many of our pro¬ 
vinces old huts are found which admit the light only by a little door cut in the root. 

Any perfon in wantofa houfe, goes to market with his wife and children. He buys 
that which fuits him. Each one takes an article or piece according to his flrength, and 
they go to put it in order. 'To hinder it from being blown down by the wind they tie 
it to hakes driven deep intothe ground. A houfe of this kind has nothing dil.agreejble 
in its appearance; it is a fort of large balkct turned upfide down. 'The ritu and 
knowing ones Ibmetiines have their dwellings worked with a deal of art, and lined with 
mats of difl'erent colours, which arc the ordinary tapeftry of the country. 

They who tell us that the inhabitants of Loango make beams to their houfes of the 
palm-tree have no idea of fuch habitations ; and they know not that if they wifhed to 
erefl; edifices fimilar to ours they might find limber of every kind ir. their forefts, much 
preferable to the palm-wood for this ufe : 'ihe king of Ia>an{?( s palace, as feveral 
authors deferibe it to us, bears lefs refemblance to the real abode of that prince than our 
palace of the Thuilleries bears to the convent of the 0.ipuchins. .They afiign to this pre¬ 
tended palace the extent of one ordinary town, yet it is compofed only of five or fix’hut.s, 
rather larger than thofe we have been fpeaking of; while the towns, on the contrary, 
contam thoufands of them. 
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CHAP. VIII. — The Character of the People. Their Vices and Virtues. 

'I HE author of the General Hi [lory of Voyages expatiates greatly on the manners of thefe 
people, and alf'o on their cuftoms and ufages. In his colleflion he has inl'erted different 
relations of what paffes among them ; but after having perufed them one might be led 
to alk if thofe who compofed them had ever been in the country ? It is from this common 
fource that feveral writers of our days have drawn the errors which they have publifhed 
refpefting the inhabitants of this country, and they have given us, doubtlefs uninten¬ 
tionally, imaginary portraits for indubitaltle fafts. The more judicious among them, 
it Is true, fliocked at the manifeft contradidlions which they meet in each page of thefe 
iciaiious, isave contented themfelves with extracting what appeared to them the mofl 
probable; but even the little they have extracted is too much for any one who wants 
nothing blit truth, and is fuiTicient to demonltralc to any one who has lived among thofe 
people, thrt they iiavc not been painted to the life. 

Koonecanthorouglily know the genius of the people without Undying it, and fuch a 
ftudy is not the w'ork of a few days. A traveller, tupnofing one in good carneft, who travels 
with his journ d in his hand tlirough an unknown country, the Ir.nguage of v/hich he does 
not underlland, cannot acquire any thing but a very fuperficial knowledge of the people 
who inhabit it. If by chance helltould for feveral days in fuccelhov. be witnefs of loine 
trails of cruelty and perfidy, he will rcprelent the jicople as cruel and pri liilious. If he 
fliould have taken another route, and witnefi'ed foiuc atls dhplay ing ojjpolitc viitues, he 
pafles an eulogium on their love of juflicc and humanity. 

The relations of mariners arc not always truflworthy, and ought not to fix our judg¬ 
ment on this matter any more than thofe of a traveller fuch as I am fuppofing. Not only 
does their bufinefs deprive them ofleifure to become obfervers, they are not within the 
reach of becoming fuch ; having no connedion with any except the fmall number of 
trafficking negroes who, fnan a fpirit of gain and a greater facility of fatisfying their 
paffions, have corrupted the virtues which diflinguifh the bulk of the nation. 

Itmufl: be confefled that thofe who dwell alonjf th* coafts, and the only perfons who 
frequent the Europeans, appear inclined to fraud and libertinifm ; but can we reafonably 
conclude from that, without further examination, as mofl hiflorians do, that irregu¬ 
larity aitd double dealing are vices common to all ? We fliould laugh at the fiinplicity of 
an African who, after having pafi'ed fomc time at Paris without ever going a league from 
the town, fliould go and tell his own countrymen that our country people do nothing but 
drink, dance, and divert themfelves; bccaufe in traverfing the villages in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the capital he might have heard the noife of inflrumcnts, and feen written on 
the“wall “ here they keep •useddingsandfcajls." This barbarian would judge of our 
nation as wc judge of his. « 

Although the kingdom of Congo borders upon thofe of which we are now fpeaking, 
we have no right to judge of its inhabitants by comparifon, and attribute to the one 
what we know of the other.- 'Fhere may have been a time when thefe people refembled 
each other, bqt that time is no more. No one can deny that the flay which the Portu- 
guefe have made in Congo muft haYe altered in a great degree the innocence and fim- 
plicity of the manners of its inhabitants. I fhall however take great care not to impute 
to a holy and divine religion abufes which it condemns, and evils which call forth its 
groans. Wc mufl. fliut our eyes to the light of the fun, and be in fa£l as ill informed in 
hiftory as certain modern philofophcrs appear to be in this point, to be ignorant frona 
what an abyfsof eprruption the Ciiriftian religion has fnatched mankind. All that can 
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reafonably be concluded from this decline of manners, which has followed the preaching 
of the gofpel in Congo and elfewherc, is, that if it be worthy the zeal of a Chriftian prince 
to favour the propagation of the faith among infidel nations, it is alfo worthy of his pru¬ 
dence and his duty not to deftroy with one hand what he builds up with the other, by 
fending on the track of the miflionaries a fet of men who have nothing of the Chrifitan 
but the name, which they diflionour, and whofe worfe than heathenifti condufl; makes 
the idolaters doubt whether the gods whom they worfiiip be not preferable even to 
that of the Chriitian. Religion, fuch is the might of ♦ le empire of grace, had never 
ceafed to make fome progicls in Congo ; and among all the licentioufnefs to wh'^'h the 
Portuguefe abandoned thcmlelvcs, barbarians who had become Chriflians rc ailed them 
to a fenfe of their duty, and condemned their cxccfies by the praftice of contrary virtues. 
But fince the natives of the country have driven out the Portuguefe, and they no longer 
receive any but miflionaries among them ; the latter find it a much more cafy talk to 
perfuade them to the praftice of evangelical morality. Cardinal Caftelli, prefident of the 
congregation of the Propaganda, writes from Rome to the prefect of the milfion of 
Loango, that there are affually more than one hundred thoufand Chriflians in the fingle 
kingdom of Congo. But the Ca])uchins, who, fince the diflblution ofthe Jefuits, have 
fucceeded to the charge of this vail and laborious million, beginning themfelves to be 
in want of fubjetls, this flourilliing branch of Chrillianity, if the hand which firll 
formed it do not Hill fupport it, runs the rifque of feeing itfclf deftitute in a fliort time 
of the moll needful helps. 

They who give to the negroes of Loango, Kakongo, and other neighbouring llates, 
the charaders and manners of the Haves whom we draw from among them for our colo¬ 
nics, are the moll grofsly millaken of all; fince they judge of a nation by its moll deadly 
enemies, and by the moll defperate of its fubjeds. If they do fell us fome Haves of the 
country, they are thofe whom their crit., , have rendered unworthy of being citizens. But 
moll of thofe whom we buy are taken in war from other favage nations, and whd fym- 
pathize fo little with the people in qut’fiion, that they have never had either peace or 
truce with them. Thofe Haves in general have many bad qualities without any mixture 
of good ones : they mull be made into good men before any thing can be done towards 
making them Chriltians. They freqin in ly preferve during life their native ferocity, and 
the ddpair of flavery fceins to cioi'e their heart againll virtue. 

The iniHionaries, lince their fi ttlcmert among nations whom the holy fee has confided 
to their zeal, have applied themiclvcs by living and converfmg among them, to the talk 
of afeevtaining their genius and manners, their qualities of mind and heart, their vices 
and virtues *, and the refult of their obfervations feems to me to form a llrong prepoffef- 
lion for them, ^ 

Thcfe people, generally fpeaklng, have no application ; but they feem capable of ac¬ 
quiring that habit, as it is rd«vays necefiity wh.icii commands application ; and as they 
have fcarcely any neccffiiics, it is natural that their minds Ihould remain in a fort of 
mertnefs, or that it Ihould l)c never cxercifed except on Irivohms ohjebls, which amufe 
without engaging. Thofe who trade, or who have the management of public affairs, want 
neither application nor activity, and the people themfelves as fix ’ as you prefent to 
them an objeft capable of arouling and interclling dicni, fuch as i tfgion, will engage 
in and purfue it; as experience has already fflew n. 

Sloth of body with them generally accompanies mental idienefs. This vice how¬ 
ever does not neceflarily aflefl: the nation, fince it does not belong to the weaker fex. 
The women, inured from childhood to the hardefl toils of hulb^dry, give themfelves 
up to it with indefatigable ardour. The heat, it is true, invites man to'repofe, but a 
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powerful intereft awakes him, and renders him fuperior to the climate and to himfelf. 
Our own counti }' f)i opIe arc never more aftive than in the feafon of the greateft heats, 
becaufe it is that of harveft. It is known that the people of ancient Latium inhabited 
the mild climate of Italy ; and their patriotifm led them to triumph over the warlike 
hordes of the north. The chriftian religion, which forbids idlenefs, and which is un. 
willing that fociety fliould lupport that perfon who rcfufes to labour for it, would in- 
fenfibl)- induce men to labour, as education accuftoms women to it j this is feen among 
the chrillians of Congo. 

Tiiefe defects, which :ire not irremediable, and which circumftanccs fccm ftill to 
excul'c, are moreover amply compenfated by natural qualities and moral virtu-’s, which 
in heathens are truly worthy of admiration. They arc remarka!)le for a found and 
penetrating mind; when the truths of the Faith are explained to them, fomc make 
objeftions fpccious enough ; others make retleClions full of good fenfe, or afli ingenious 
queftion.s, which fliew that they perfectly comprehend what i.s propolcd to them. 

They are endowed with a happy memory. The miflionarics law fume who within a 
month have repeated God’s commandments which they had heard only once recited in 
a public place. 'I'hey make no ufe however of this faculty, fur tranfmitting to future 
ages what paffes among them that i.s memorable, alVuming as a princijdc that they 
fhould confine themfclves to what is ItriClly ncccilary, as well for know'kdge as for 
the wants of life ; they all live, with regard to hiftory, in that indiU’erence which charac¬ 
terizes the inhabitants of our country places, who know no more of what pafl'ed in 
France under Louis the Great, than under Julius Caefar. If you all; them why they do 
not preferve the remembrance of what has been done by their futlicrsf they anfwer, 
that it fignifies little to know how the dead have lived ; the main jioint is, that t!w 
living fhould be honeft people. According to the fame principle, they keen no accouni ol 
their age : “ It would be,” fay they, “ loading one’s memory wiih an ufclefs reckoning, 
fmee it does not hinder us from dying, and gives us no infighr inio tlie term of one's life.” 
They regard death as aprecipicc to which man haffens blindfold, ii* that it is ol no ulc 
to him to count his fteps, becaufe he can neither perceive wlier. he come.s to the lait, 
nor can he avoid it; that is no bad excufe for their ignorance and idLneL. 

The people of thefe countries, men and w'omen, are very fond of talking and fmging ; 
whence it would appear that nature i.s not confiflent with hcrlelf; for all the oilier 
animals are fdent night and day. No long of birds is heard in the lor;,fisj die cock 
never awakes liis mailer, even the dogs cannot bark. Ifutamkl this geneiai lilcncc, 
the women as they till the held make it echo with their rulfic longs; and the menjxiis 
their time in telling dories, and in difcourfing on the mod trilling topics, 'i he aher- 
noonis their particular time for holding their afi'emblies under the diade of a fpreading 
tufted tree. They fit on ihe ground in circles, crofs legged. Moll of them have 
a pipe in their mouths. Thofe who have palm wine bring lomc witii them ; and now 
and then they interrupt thefpeaking to drink a draught, palfing the calebalh roui.d. He 
who begins the converfation Ibmetimes fpeaks a quarter of an hour at a time. Ifvery 
one lidens in deep filence ; another takes up the talk, and they lid.en in the lame- man¬ 
ner ; no one who fpeaks is ever interrupted. But when he has coaled to utter his tattle, 
the perfon whofe turn it is to fpeak'has a right to oppofc him and utter his own. To 
lee the fury which they throw into their declamations one would think they were dil- 
cufling the mod thorny fubjeefs, and it is a matter of great furprife when on Icjiding au 
ep, one finds that the argument is a wretched earthen pot or a bird’s feather, or fome 
ridiculous and lupciltitious obfervances. Any qne who attends their converfation and 
does not underlland the language, might eafily take it for a child’s play. The have a 



protart’s history op loanoo, &c. 565 

ufage among them fmgular enough, and well devifed for keeping awake the attention ' 
of the hearers, and give a zeft to converfations in themfelves fo ftale; when they fpeak 
in public they exprels numbers by geftures. He, for example, who would lay, “ I have 
feen fix parrots and four partridges/’ fays fimply “ I have fcen * • • parrots and 
• • • • partridges,” and he makes at the fame time two figns, one of which tells for fix 
and the other for four, at the fame time all prcfent cry out fix^fottr^ and the talker goes 
on. If any one would fecin puzzled, or pronounces after the reft, they would fuppuie 
him to have been afleep or in a reverie, and he would ' confidered impolite. 

Thefe people are very inild. Difputes and contef. s are rare among them • and they 
feldom or never come tt) blows. If they cannot agree they go and fnd : judge, who 
reconciles them in an inftant. What a modern Hiftorian favs*, that the inhabitants of 
I.oango immolate their Haves to the manes of their kings, is an all'crtion deftitute of the 
llighteft foundation. They have not even an idea of thofe abominable facrifices. 

d’he tratficking negroes, who inhabit the coafts, are for the greater part niiflruftful and 
fcll-interelled, even to roguery. Holding as a principle that all the whites arc account¬ 
able 011c for another, they would make no fcruple of cheating a Frenchman if they 
could ; be.caufe ten years before they themfelves would have clittaed the Knglifh. But 
rapine and duplicity are by no means the charadfer of the natiitn. On the contrary it 
is remarked that thofe who inhabit the interior of the lands, unite to a great deal of 
juftice and Iranknefs, a difmtereftednefs which may be called exceflive. They literally 
fidlow the precept of the Gofpel, not to take thought for the morrow. They do not 
even furmife that food and clothing ever can fail. They are always ready to fhare the 
liitic they have with thofe whom they know to be in need. If they have been fortunate 
in hunting or lifliiag, or have procured fomethnig rare, they immediately run and tell 
their friends and neighbours, taking to each his fhare. They would choofe to flint them- 
felvcs raihcr than not give them this ^ oof of their friendfliip. The reproach of avarice 
is the molt cutting that can be made to any of them, and no fpecies of flattery is more 
agreeable than to praife them for their freedom in giving ; and to I'ay that they always 
give with open hand. I’hey call the Europeans clofe fjis, becaufe they give nothing for 
nothing. 

Poliicnefs is not foreign to them. Hiey anticipate each other with reciprocal de¬ 
ferences, ITey arc efpecially attentive to the manner of giving and receiving faluta- 
tions. If it be an equal that they meet, they make one genufiedlion, rife and clap their 
hands. He who jneets a man who is markedly his fuperior, preftrates himfelf, bows 
his head, touches the ground with the ends of his lingers, draws them to his mouth, 
and, as he lifts them up, claps his hands. The perfon thus faluted, be it a prince or 
even a king, never avoids returning the falute, making the genulledion and clapping 
hands. ' 

They are humane and obliging even to ftrangers, and to thofe from whom they have 
nothing to exped in return. I'hey have no inns among theiii, A traveller who pafles 
through a village at the hour of repaft, enters, without cerei .oiiy, into the firit hut, and 
is quite welcome. 

The mafter of the houfe regales him with the beft he has j and after he has repofed 
awhile conduds him on his way. The miflionaric* often unv!. rtak their journies with¬ 
out provifions, or merchandize w’herewith to procure anj ; they are humanely and 
hofpitably received every where, nor have they ever wanted ai.y^ of the nc-^effaries of life. 

’ The author of the General Hiltory of Afia, Africa, and America, tom. 13. 
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When a negro perceives that his gueft does not eat heartily, he picks out the bell morfel 
in the difh, bites of it, and prefents him the reft, faying “ Eat, and take my word for it.’* 
This politenefs is very far from ounnunners, but it is quite true to nature; one may fee 
two little children in an orchard give and take the fruits that they have firft taftcd by 
fetting their teeth in them. 

During the laftwar we had with England, a French fliip having run aground on the 
coaft of Loango, two or three failors faved thcmfelvcs by iwimming, and retired into a 
village called Loubou. The inhabitants of the place received them kindly, and pro¬ 
vided generoufly for their wants. They lodged, fed and clothed them for feveral years, 
without requiring any labour from them; all their occupation was to go and walk 
along the coaft, and when they difeovered a veflel, they ufed to inform the negroes, who 
put them into a perogue to go and reconnoiter her. If Ihe was Englifli, they returned 
with great hafte, for fear left their guefts fliould fall into the hands of their enemies. 
They conduced themfelves towards the failors in this manner until they found a favour¬ 
able opportunity of returning to France, without ever expreffing any grudge at the ex- 
penfe which their fojoum occafioned. It was in the very village where this took place 
that the miffionarics heard of it. 

In one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-feven, the prefeft of the million received a 
vilit from a naval officer, who faid, that having learnt that fome French priefts had 
arrived at Loango, he had repaired thither to confefs hirafelf, and to render thanks 
unto God along with them, for his having efcaped the mod imminent danger. He told 
theni he had embarked in a fltip from St. Malo; that the captain of it, feeing a floating 
ifland which preflfed clofe upon his quarter, had fent out a canoe with four failors, 
to cut grafs on it j but that they, being drawn by the violence of the currents, had 
ftruggled againft the waves for four days and four nights, without being able to regain 
their Ihip ; that at length on the fifth day, the wind drove their boat on lliore. Of the 
four failors who accompanied the officer, two had died of hunger and fatigue; a third 
had expired on the coaft on getting out of the canoe. The officer and the fliilor who were 
left, trailed on as well as they could to the next village. The inhabitants haftened to com¬ 
fort them, and treated them very hofpitably in every refped. When they were difpofed to 
quit the place, the people affured them that they might ftill ftay as long as they pleafed, 
without fear of being chargeable to any one. They laid in no provifion of food when 
they fet out from Loango; the people in all the villages where they ftopf, ofll red them 
liberally whatever they wanted; and this' treatment they met with along their whole 
courfe, to the end of their journey. 

Thefe people are poor, compared with us ; but in truth, he who wants nothing is as 
rich as he who has every thing in plenty, and he lives much more contented. In our way 
of life, we fliould think that man the moft to be pitied, who had not the means of pro¬ 
curing a bed to lie on, or feat to fit on : at Loango, it would be fentencing a man to 
aftual punilhment to oblige him to pafs one night in a good bed, or to remain two 
hours in an arm-chair. The Mateia of Kakongo, one of the moft powerful princes in 
the kingdom, has an apartment furnifhed in the European ftyle; there are beds, com¬ 
modes, beaufets. garnifhed with filver mountings. The prince olfers feats to the Euro¬ 
peans who go to vifit kirn ; as for hiftifelf, he finds it much more convenient to fit on 
the ground, according to the cuftom of the country. With thefe people, nothing is 
known either of houfes of office, cellars, granaries or wardrobes. In entering a hut 
you perceive a mat, which is the mafter’s bed, his table, and his feats; fome earthen 
veflfels, which conftitute his kitchen tackle; fome roots and fruits, thefe are his. 
belly-provifions." When they take a piece of game or a filh, they make a ragout of 
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it, which Enropeans deem deteflable, but to their tafte it is delicious. If hunting or 
fi filing furnifiies them nothing for their table, they flick to their roots and fruits ; and 
they always appear content with what they are eating. If a ftranger comes upon them, 
and they have only manioc to offer him, they make no excufe for making him partake 
fuch poor cheer; fuppofing that he ought to think it is becaufe they have nothing better 
to ofier him. 

Reared in the midfl f.f plenty, or at lead in a good opinion of our own comforts of 
life, and of the wealth v.hich procures them, we feel ourfelves naturally led to 
defpife a people fo fi.nple and poor ; but if, they them h! ves underflanding that we are 
the laborious artifans r)f a thoufand wants which they never experienced ; if, witneffing 
our delicacies, our profufions, and the luxuries of our tables, they p;f'! us bajk fcorn 
for fcorn, and faid they were wifer than we were, I fhould doubt whether an impartial 
umpire would decide the difference in our favour. 

It is an opinion which daily gains credit, that licentioufnefs of manners among thefe 
people is carried to very diffolutenefs; thus aver the modern authors who treat on this 
cnutitry. Pretended travellers, fporting with the good faith of the public, are not afraid 
of iiating, iliai prollitutions, adultery, and the moll monflrous excefib-s of debauchery, 
are tricks of cufiom among them, to fuch a degree, that hufbands themfelves favour 
the lightnefs of their wives, and that the obfequies of their dead are celebrated by 
abominations and infamy. A mercenary writer has little refpeQ: for truth, when he 
finds his account in dirguifing it. Such is the cafe here; he is furo of giving pleafure 
by licentious tales to that numerous dal's of frivolous and libertine readers, who fi.ize 
with avidity all that feer.is to ennoble their weaknefs, or to extend over thoulands the 
empire of thofe palllons which rule them. And notwithffanciing, it is after thefe calum¬ 
nious relations that fyltems arc built, and hence we affirm very gravely, that the Chrif-’ 
tian religion can never be the religion of all climates ; for the cliafiity which it preferibes, 
forms an invincible obftacle to its dial 'ffiment in torrid climates, and under the burning 
zone. 

But they, who from the recelTcs of their cabinets, calculate, r^fi^r their own way; 
the influence of climate on manners, and who make no difficulty in affigning (compafs 
in hand) the regions beyond which the worfiiip and religion of the true God cannot 
be extended ; thofe pretended fages, I fay, ought to take heed how they thus conftitutc 
themfelves accufers and judges of the Divinity ; for, fuppoung that they belong not to 
that horde of madmen, who regard the univerfe as the produfiion of a blind agent, or 
the fport of chance, I would only wifti to fay this, to cc. ifound them, “ explain to 
us how it could have happened, that he who has ordained times and formed feafons; 
who has divided the climates and prefided over the general economy ot the univerfe, 
fliould have fo ftrangely mifcalculated to his own difadvantage, by otl'ering an abode 
to a great portion of his creatures, in regions where h’s n.ime could never be known 
aright, and where his law would be defpifed ?” But providence has juftilied itfelf 
from this reproach, long before any one thought of making it. No one can be ignorant 
that it was in the hottell climates tliat the Chriftian religion operated the greateft 
miracles ; it was in the midfl of the arid deferts and burning fands of theThebais, that 
during many ages, whole millions of folitary men, bdforc the admiring eyes of the whole 
world, preferved the mofl perfeifl chaflity, and led a life totally angelic. 

But whatever may be the refult of oblervations made on othpr people, they cannot 
deflroy thofe which the milfionaries have made for many years, on thole of whom we 
are fpeaking. To fit in true judgment, we mult have feen every thing, calculated 
every thing } the heat of the cUmate, if it is tempered by a Ibber and frugal life, will 

always 
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always be much lefs hurtful to chaftity, than other ftimulants in the coldefl: countries; 
than the wines, the fucculent viands, the fights, the impaflioncd accents of inufic, the 
licentious writings, the affociation and intercourfe of young ])erfons of both fcxes; baits 
of voluptuoufnefs which are quite unknown among the people in qutflion. They feed 
habitually on roots, vegetables, and fruits ; they drink water; they lie on hard furlaces; 
they are chafte as it were, by nature, and without the efforts of virtue. They, however, 
attacJi lionour to the praftice of chaftity, and fhame to the contrary vices. An author, 
cited in the General llijlory of Voyages., fays, that at Loango they are peifuadcd that the 
crime of a maid who has not refilled fedu£tion, would be fufficient to draw down a 
total ruin on the whole country, were it not expiated by a public avowal matle to the 
king ; and the fame writer, impelled by I know not what kind of blind bias for calum¬ 
niating the manners of this people, adds, that this avowal, however, has nothing in it 
humiliating. But it is eafy to judge, that a fault which is deemed i'ufticicntiy enormous 
to provoke the wrath of Heaven, muft condemn to opprobrium and lhame, the culprit 
who is obliged to make the avowal. 

A man, as we lhall foon fee, may marry as many women as he finds willing to attach 
themfelves to him; but it is an unheard-of thing fur a man and w'oman to cohabit 
publicly, without being lawfully clpoufed. There are never feen in this countiy, as 
in the great towns of Europe, any of thofe focieties of women, who keep a I'chool of 
debauchery. 

They would not fulfer them to traffic lhamcfully with their honour, by walking in 
the.ftreetsj ftill lefs would they be allowed to cxercife the infamous trade of feducing 
and corrupting youth. The language, though very rich, oft'ers no term which cor- 
refponds with that of a female debauchee ; if is exjirefl’ed by a Poi tugueze w'ord. 

The NegrelTes have, like the Negroes, their arms and bofoms uncovered, efpecially 
when at work ; but the cuftom is general; no one thinks of it; no one is fcandalized 
at it; and it is wrong with authors to have concluded thence, that they brave all the 
laws of modefty. This nudity of a Negrefs, who from morning to night is occupied 
in cultivating the field under a burning fun, is lefs infidious and lefs Ihocking to pub¬ 
lic decency, in that country, than the half-nakednefs of our court ladies among us. 
Whenever the miffionaries found themfelves among the iuhalritants of the country, in 
the paffage of riv n-s where there are no boats, they obferved, that when a woman 
entered the w'atcr, all the men turned away their eyes until fhe had got to the other 
fide; the women on their part, do the fame when the men pals. 

The young • girls accompany their mothers every where, who require from them 
theftrideft referve. A youth durft notfpeak to a girl, except in her mother’s prefence; 
h^ cannot make her a prefent except when he alks her in marriage. A miffionary 
one day met a little Negrefs returning from the fields with her mother; (he faid to 
him in the language of the country, and in a jocular tone, “ Gooel day, man of God!" 
Her mother immediately gave her a fevere reprimand for having fj)oken to a man, and 
with fo little referve. Dancing is in this country a daily exercife, but the men never 
dance except with men, nor the women^except with women. The fongs of joy, which 
generally accempanjr their dances, have nothing in them offenfive to modefty. 

CHAP. IX.]— Of Marriages and Alliances, 

POLYGAMY is authorized by the national laws, and it is allowable for a man to 
mar^ as many women as he thinks proper; but this liberty which the law allows, 
is reurained by nature. The number of women among them does not appear to fur- 
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pafs that of the men, perhaps it does not even reach it; fo that a Grandee of the 
country cannot marry twenty women, without placing nineteen of his fellow citizens 
tinder 'the necelfity of obferving celibacy. Befides, a woman generally prefers the 
advantage of being the foie fpoufe of an individual, to the honour of being the wife 
of a lord, who muft give her a great number of rivals; thus it is only the rich who 
can ufe the privilege, or rather the abufe of the law, for that is the only name which 
can fuit a difpofition which favours one party in fociety, to the detriment of the other. 
But as the clafs of rich perfons is far from numerous, all the free men, and even moft 
of the Haves ftill find means to marry. Thofe who ft? ed that the commoneft Negroes 
in the country have each two or three wives, w'ould have to reckon bef iv-nand, 
whether the number of women twice or thrice furpafled that of the men; as thofe 
who allot feven thoufand to a king of Loango, nmft have afeertained that there is that 
number in his whole capital; this, no one who has been upon the fpot dare aflure 
them. 

The fathers and mothers leave to their boys the care of choofing a wife. The 
marriage of the girls is confidcred a houfehold affair, which concerns the mother only. 
The wives bring no portion to their hufband ; on the contrary, when a boy wants to 
have a maid in marriage, he goes to find her mother, and makes her thofe prefents 
which he judges will be moft agreeable to her. If thefe prefents, or the hand which 
ofl'ers them, do not pleafe the mother, fhe refufes them. If fhe accepts them, the young 
man immediately prefents gifts to the maid alfo, who is ftill free to receive or rejeft 
them. The acceptance of prefents on the part of the mother and daughter is equiva¬ 
lent to a promife of marriage. The nuptials, ho-wever, are not celebrated until about 
a month afterwards; and during that time the girl appears in public, with her body 
painted red, in order that all the world may knov.', that the man with whom Ihe is feen 
to cohabit is her hulband. Were not this ceremony previoufly obferv-ed, the marriage 
would be deemed illegal and facrilegious, and the parents of the girl would have a right 
to punilh her with death. The term preferibed by ufage being expired, the girl walhes 
away the red colour with which fhe has been llained, and the nuptials are celebrated 
with dances and ruftic fongs. 

Marriage thus contradled, forms an indifibluble bond. There are only certain par¬ 
ticular cafes excepted by the law, which authorize a hufband to divorce his wife ; as 
for inftance, when a princefs choofes him for her hufband. Conjugal chaftity is fingu- 
larly refpeded among thefe people; adultery is placed in the lift of the greateft crimes. 
By an opinion generally received, the women are peri'uaded that if they were to render 
themfelves guilty of infidelity, the greateft misfortunes would overwhelm xhem, unlefs 
they averted them by an avowal made to their hufbands, and in obtaining their pardon 
for the injury they might have done. There are ftill fome more faults of which the 
wives think themfelves bound to accufe themfclves to their hufbands. This accufation 
is a fort of religious ceremony. The hufband takes care to be always eafily to be in- 
treated to pardon his wife for the faults which fhe avows to him ; but if fhe names an 
accomplice, he has a right to profccute and bring that offender to juftice ; pnd he never 
fails to do fo, eijjecially if the man has carried his audacity fo far»as to llain the nup¬ 
tial couch. When this crime is in agitation, the judge does not rc<iuire other proofs 
than the denunciation of the hufband, confirmed by the avowal ot the wife; becaufe 
he fuppofes that this avowal, which condemns her to infamy, cannot but be the cry of 
Confcience. She is .acquitted of it at the tribunal of the judge, as fhe is before her 
hufband, for the fake of her repentance -and fharae,; but it is not fo with‘the feducer; 
the law ordains that he fhail be placed in the power, and at the diferetion of the man 
VOL. XVI. 4B whom 
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■whom he has outraged; and he becomes his flave, at lead: unlefs he be rich enough to 
ranfom himfelf. It is not to be fuppofed that fuch Oaves are at all fpared by their 
inafters. 

A princefs has the double right of choofing from among the people, fuch a hufband as 
fhe thinks proper, even if he be already married, and to oblige him to have her alone 
for his fpoule. As this laft condition generally appears too hard to tlw princes, it is 
rare that the princeffes find any of them willing to marry them, even the commoners 
it read their alliance; but when it is off ered them, they are obliged to accept it, on pain 
of being conftrained by confifeation of body and goods. 'J'hey have alfo a liberty, 
which none of the women of the people have; they can divorce a hufband who no 
longer fuits them, and choofe another; and it does not appear that they need aflign 
any other motive for their divorce, than their will. In order that the divorced hulband 
of a piincefs may marry, or even take back his former wife, if he had one before his 
marriage with the princefs, he mull obtain the permiflion of the king, who is gene¬ 
rally very free and eafy on this point. 

^ The little kingdom of n’-Goio acknowledges its dependence on that of Loango, by 
giving to the king a princefs of the blood, who is not to be the lirfl; among his fpoufes, 
and has none of the privileges of the other princeffes. 

He on whom the princefs fixes her choice to become her hufliand, begins by rubbing 
his body with palm oil, and painting himfelf red: this is the firit exercife of a 
month s retreat, which he pafl'cs altogether at home, without ever ftepping outfide the 
door. During this time he feeds on the commonefl meat, and drinks only water. At 
the end of the month he waflies himfelf, and marries the jwinctfs with a great deal of 
magnificence. But the day of his wedding is the laff of his liberty. The hufband of 
a princels is lefs her fpoule than her Have and licr prilbner. He engages himfelf, in 
marrying her, never more to look on a woman during the whole time he cohabits 
with her. Never does he go out, unlefs accompanied by a numerous elcort of parr oi 
his guards before, to drive afide all the women on the mad where he is io pafs. 
If, in I'pite of thefe precautions, a woman meet him on his wav, and he has the ill luck 
to caff his eyes upon her, the princels, on the depofuion of lier fpies, may have his 
head chopped oft, and flie commonly ufes this right. Thi; fort of liiicrtinirm, fuf- 
tained by pow’er, often carries tlie princeffes to tl’c greateff exceff'es: but nuthing is 
dreaded fu nuich as their anger. Cruelty feems to be their nature, anti it might be 
faid, that they wifli to revenge themfelves on all who approach them, of the fort of 
fervitude to which their fex is condemned. 

The condition of other women aflually forms a ftriking contraft with that of the 
pshicefl'es. While the latter treat their hufbands as imperious miftrdfes ; the former 
are to theirs in a ffatc of dependence bordering on flavery. When they fpeak iu tlicin, 
it is always kneeling. They alone are charged with the cultivation of the lands, and 
with all in-door work ; it is their bufinefs to provide for their own fubfiffencc, and that 
of their children and hufband. 

If a man has many wives, each in her turn dreffes his victuals, and holds herfelf 
honoured in Waiting on him at table, and then in receiving at his hand, the leavings for 
herfelf and children. The hufband, in order not to excite jealoufy among his wives, 
ufes no familiarity with any of them. He always dwells alone in his hut, and each of 
them in hers, with her children. I'his reparation of dwelling does not prevent dif¬ 
ferences from arifing among them now and then, which the hufband, according to the 
ufage of the country, has a right to terminate juridically. On the complaint which has 
been preferred to him, he orders the two rivals To appear together before him ; each 

lo pleads 



PROYART’s history of LOANGO, &C. 

pleads her caufe kneeling; whilft he himfelf fits on the ground with his feet crofled. 
After having heard them, he pronounces fentence ; they retire in filence, tedifying the 
moft entire fubmiflion to his judgment. It appears, that thofe who have feveral wives, 
make foYne diftinftion among them ; and that fome are wives of the firft order, others 
of the fccond order; of the latter clafs there are fome who are truly Haves. The lot 
of princes* wives differs ntuch from tliat of princeffes ; they are not difpenfed with in 
doinefiic labour, and they are frequently occupied like others in the cultivation of 
the lands. 

The hufband commonly is at the charge of givin dreffes to his wife, and main¬ 
taining her houfe ; he goes a hunting and filhlng. V, nen thofe who have m?nv wives 
have procured a fufficient quantity of game and filh, they cliftribute it anioj g ail their 
wives, fcrupuloufly obi’erving, that the fiiares are equal according to the number of 
■ their children. If what they have taken is not fufficient for all, they divide only with 
her who has charge of the kitchen that day. The commonalty of goods between 
huffnmds and wives is not held in this country; it is attended with too many incon¬ 
veniences for the ufage of polygamy. As to fucccffions, the children do not inherit from 
their father; but only from their mother. The goods of the father are revcrfible after 
death to his cldefl uterine brother, if he has one. In defe£t of brothers, to the eldeft 
fon of his eldeft uterine fifter, or laftly, to the eldeft fon of his neareft maternal relation. 

Succeffions among the poor, that is to fay, the bulk of the nation, are reduced to a 
houl'e, a gun, a fabre, fome wooden or earthen veflels, and a few macoutes; Ibmetimes 
they are of ftill lefs value. Thofe of the rich, of the princes and kings, confift.of 
flaves, cotton cloths covered with filver, coral, fabres, guns, and other effeds drawn 
from Europe. As the king is proprietary of the kingdom, the lands and lordfhips which 
the great hold by the title of government, do not pafs to their heirs, unlcfs they pur- 
chafe the preference by dint of prefents to the king and his minifters. 


CHAP. X .—Of the Education of the Children. 

I'HE fathers take no particular care of the education of their children. They 
content ihemfclves with infpiring them with a certain vague fear of the Divinity, of 
which they themfelves have very confuted notions. They induce them by example, 
more than clifcourfe, to refpeft their fuperftitious pradices *, to avoid lying, theft, and 
pcrjui-y. They alfo enjoin them to refped the Ganga or minifters, and the aged. 
'I’hey give them leflbns as occafion requires. There is no public fchool among thefe 
people, cither for religion, or for fciences; and there are few trades to which tbgy 
can bind their children. The young girls arc as laborious as their moihers. Always 
at their fide, they Iharewith them the hardeft toils of the field, and all the cares cr^ the 
houfehold. They go to gather fire-wood in the forefts, and draw water from the river, 
which is frequently a quarter of a league diftani. But the little boys, following the 
example of their father, will take no part in the labours w^h which their fitters are 
overwhelmed ; and fcarcely do they arrive at years of diferetionj^ when they affume 
the tone of matters over them, as they fee their father do over their mother. A mif¬ 
fionary one day heard a mother giving a fmall commiffion to Iier f >11. The child was 
only about eight years old, but he anfwered gravely, “ Do you think then that I 
am a boy ?” 

•Whim the mother works with her daughters, the bnys araufe themfcjves and idle 
away their time with children of the fame age. They play but little j fometimes they 
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feek fugar-canes, ananas, and other fruits delicious to the tafte; but their great and 
almoft only occupation, is to go a bird-nefting in the forefta^ where they find them in 
great numbers, and of the fineft plumage. They alfo take them in traps and with 
nets, ufing ants' eggs for baits. Many children there are among us, who would 
more eafily accuftom themfelves to this way of life, than to th<* feverities of 
ftudy. 

When they are come to the age of fifteen or fixtcen, they engage voluntarily in 
fifliing; or they go to the chace as foon as they can find means to purchafe a gun. 
Some of them manufacture macoutes, which are little bits of linen cloth, which pafs 
for money in the country. 


CHAP. XI .—Of Arts and Trades. 

THESE people have no knowledge of writing, nor any figns which may (land 
in its flead. They have therefore no records but tradition, which is maintained 
by certain ufages. The arts among them are (till in their infancy; they exercife thofe 
only which are neceflary to life, and even thofe in a very imperfeCt manner. 

Their phyficians arc revered as very cflimable men, quite effcntial to the welfare of 
fociety : their art forms part of the religion. They bear the name of Ganga, whicli in 
the language of the country fignifies miniftcr. When they come to a patient, they afk 
him where his ailment lies ? and they fet to blowing on the part aflcCted; after that they 
make fomentations, and tie up his limbs in different places with bandages : tliefe are the 
preliminaries ufed in all diieafes; they know nothing either of phlebotomy or of 
medicines. There are cafes in which they employ fimples of different forts, but only 
topically. The miflionaries could not get to know tlie virtues of them. 'I'hey always 
chew fome before they breathe upon their patients, wliich operation may well, efpccially 
in external hurts, produce fome natural elfeft. The phyficians of the country know 
alfo a very falutary remedy, in their opinion, for all difeales; but this they only employ 
in favour of thofe who can afford the expenfe ; when they are called in to a rich man, 
they take with them all the performers on mufical inllruments they can find in the 
country: they all enter in filence; but at the full fignal which they give, the mufical 
troop begin their performance j fome are furnifhed with ftringed inflruments; others 
beat on the trunks of hollow trees, covered with fkin, a fort of tabor. All of them 
uniting their voices with the found of the inftruraents, rouml the patient’s bed, make 
a terrible uproar and din j which is often continued for feveral days and nights in fuc- 
ceflion. To an European the remedy would be worfc than the difeafe; but this mufic, 
wRich charms the negroes when they are in good health, cannot make them feel, in 
ficknefs, a more difagreeable fenfation than the moft harmonious concert would to one 
of jas; and in this c^e the remedy muff certainly not be fo violent as might at firft be 
imagined. Be that as it may,’ when the ftate of the patient begins to grow worfe, they 
endeavour to draw from Cbeir inflruments the moft piercing founds, and make the 
whole neighbqurhood refound with their cries, as if they wanted to frighten Death and 
put him to flight. ‘If they do nof fucceed in this, as it often happens, they confolc 
thenifelves in the thought, that they have done their duty, and that the relations of the 
defunft have nothing to reproach them with. All the time the choir of muficians 
remain near the deceafed, the phyficians pay him frequent vifits, and come at 
ftated hours to adminiftcr different remedies to him, and to blow upon his 
pained part. 


The 
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The mod common difeafes of thefe climates are fevers, fmall-pox, mealies, and palfy.* 
The latter is called the I^g’s difeafe; the negroes regard It as the punilhment for fome 
attempt meditated againit the king; the paralytic, however, is never judicially pro- 
fccuted, becaufe it is fuppofed that Heaven, who iias deprived him of the ufe of feme of 
his limbs, has punilhed him according to the degree of his malicious intention j but 
he is regard^ as a wicked citizen. 

The phyficians preferibe no particular regimen to their patients; they order them to 
have every thing they want, either to eat or drink, without any regard to quantity or 
quality ; but if they alk for nothing, nothing is to hi offered them. This method is 
not without its inconveniences, but it may alfo have its advantages. As foon as the 
patient is dead, or when he is cured, his relations make a gathering on the fj,u^ for the 
profit of the phyfician who has attended him dining his illnefs. When the gatherers 
went to the miffionaries, they generally alkcd them for European brandy, affuring 
them, that it was the thing which would moft pleafe the Doctor. 

As the greater part of our difeafes are occafioned by exceffes of the table, the negroes 
who always lead an uniform, fober, and frugal life, are rarely fick, and a great number 
among them, attain an extreme old age. The adtual king of Kakongo, named 
Poukouta, is one hundred and twenty-fijc years of age. He has always been in good 
health, and it was only in the month of March lafl year, that he felt, for the firfl time, 
the infirmities of old age, and that his fight and legs began to weaken ; but his head 
is ftill found, and he habitually employs five or fix hours a day, in adminiftering 
juftice to his fubjefts. The princefs Ma-inieva, his aunt, is about as old, and in equal 
health. 

When the negroes feel themfelves indifpofed, they make a ptifan of dog’s tooth, 
which is the fame as ours. I'hofe who have ailings which do not oblige them to keep 
their bed, go themfelves to the Doctors, who preferibe to them fome fuperffitious 
praffices, to which they attribute t^ cure, which nature herfelf operates. 

Although theie jffiyficians, as we have juft now fufficiently fhewn, are no great 
conjurors, the people believe them to be very deeply verfed in 'he fecrets of magic ; 
and they alfo do not forbid themfelves the acquifition of the occult fciences, which are 
attributed to them, as well as the commerce, fuppolcd to be eftablifhed between them 
and the evil fpirit whom they undertake to appeafe. The children of the Dodors 
fuccced their fathers. 

The miffionaries one day had occafion to fee a negro, the lord of a village, whom 
neither the found of inftruments nor the breathings of the dodors, nor even their 
topical remedies, had been able to cure. His difeafe bore fymptoms quite Angular and 
peculiar; at the moment when the fit feized him, day or night, he went out and ran at 
random over the plains and through the forefts, making lamentable bowlings and fines, 
like one pofl'efled with a devil. His eyes were haggard and inflamed, he foamed at the 
mouth, and when he ftopped, he appeared fhaken with violent convulfions, although he 
did harm to no one. The inhabitants of thw country, when he was in this ftate, 
dreaded to meet him, more than they dreaded a wild beaft. When thefe fits of fury 
fubfided, the man appeared very rational, and fpokc fenfibly; but all that the mif¬ 
fionaries could draw from him, and what he ccnftantly told efery body, was, that he 
was haunted by a great fpetlre, the fight of which fliook him and put him befide hlmfelf, 
and then he knew not where he was, nor what he did. The miffionaries not being 
able to follow this man, and to examine him in his mad fits, fuppofed that the diforder 
was occafioned by organic derangement; though it is not irapoffible that the demon 
who already poffeffcs the fouls of the wretched inhabitants of thefe countries, may alfo 
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fomctimcs extend his dominion over the bodies; and that, by a juft judgment of God, 
he begins to punith them, even in this life, for the lacrilegious iitorlhip they paid him. 

Wc have fpoken elfewhere of agriculture; it is the women who carry it on. 
They have no other inftrument of tillage than a little pointed fpade, which is pretty 
much like the trowels of our mafons. I’hey who fay they have feen a quantity of 
vine-drefler.s in Loango, ought to have feen, that there are no vines ia«the country. 
The men, befides, by an univerfai prejudice, founded no doubt on their indolence, 
would think they degraded themlelves if they tilled the ground. They prefer to attach 
honour to more amufmg and lefs toilfome occupations ;^lmoft all of them are hunters 
and fifhers. A great number are alfo carpenters, if M may give that name to thofe 
who con^rud fuch houfes as we have defcribcd. 'J’here are alfo fmiths among them, 
as well as potters, weavers, and falt-makers. 

The fmiths get their iron from Europe. To heat it they ufe charcoal. They 
hammer it on anvils made of wood harder than Hone. There have been feen how'- 
cver, fomc fmall iron anvils in the King’s forges at Loango. Tlie workmen arc flow, 
and not very ikilful; they make only fmall ware. The hammers they ufe are no heavier 
than thofe of our upholfterers. Their bellows are of a pretty ingenious make. 

The potters make all forts of earthen velT’els, which they bake in the midft of 
a great fire. They are fafhioned almoft as well as thofe of Europe, although no 
wheel is ufed. The potters alfo make tobacco pipes, the great confumption of which 
forms a confiderable branch of their petty trade. 

The weavers make their cloths of a grafs about two feet high, which grow'S uniilled 
in the' defert plains, and needs no preparation to be put to work. The length of the 
grafs is the length of the web ; they make it rather narrower than long. This cloth is 
woven like ours; but they make it on their knees, without fhuttle or loom: having the 
patience to pafs the woof through the threads with their fingers, in the fame way that 
our bafkel-makers weave their hurdles. Although they work with fuch quicknefs 
that one can fcarcely follow their fingers with one’s eyes, they 'get flowly forward. 
The beft workmen do not make more than the length of an ell of cloth in the 
fpace of eight days. 

Their little pieces, which we call macoutes, ferve as the current money of the country. 
The merchants have no right to refufe in exchange for them the goods they bring to 
market. Befides the common cloths, the negroes make little bags, caps, and other 
articles, fome of which would be admired in Europe for the variety of the defign, 
and the delicacy of the workmanfhip. In the country is found a tree, the inner 
bark of which is really a cloth, as ftrong and flexible as ours: the negroes ufe it as 
macoutes, and as materials for clothes. 

TIte peafants of the villages near the fea, are moftly falters. All their art confifts 
in evaporating fea water over a great fire, which depofits the fait at the bottom of 
veflels;. employed for the purpofe. 


CHAP, XII. — Cy the mode of Drejs^ and offome particular Vfages* 

« t 

THESE people have no fpecies of veftment which anfwers to our fliirts; they are un- 
covered down to the waift in all feafons; and they go always bare-fbot and bare-legged. 
Their drefs confifts of a fmall under petticoat which we call pagne, and which refemblcs 
. that worn by our bakers* boys and brewers* apprentices. It reaches half way down the 
leg, fome of them' leave a long tail to it. The poor make it of their own country cloth; 
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the rich make it of a cotton cloth, or of other light ftiilfs brought from Europe. This 
petticoat is furmountecfcwith a broad girdle, commonly of red or blue cloth, mofl; of 
them have only one drefs, which they wear night and day, until it is too much worn or 
too dirty, for they never waHi their clothes. By a ufage very different from ours, the 
men have always caps on, and the women go bare-headed ; they wear their hair, the 
men fhave Ifeeir heads, I'he heads of thofe who afpire to glory in apparel, rtkinble 
a parterre; you fee alleys and figures traced on them with a great deal of fymmetry. 
Allowing for this difference, the women are dreffed pretty much like the men ; and the 
author of the General Hiftor^f Afia, Africa, and A’ lerica, has been ill informed, when 
he fays in Vol. Xll. of his wotc that their petticoats are not furmounted by a mrdle like 
thofe of the men ; it is however remarked, that they have lefs inclination iii m the men for 
glittering ornaments j on feaft days, for want of jewelry they attire themfelves in rafeades ; 
the rafeade is a bead of glafs, of which chaplets are made in Europe. They make collars 
and bracelets of them, and even put them round their legs : fome men envy them this 
brilliant attire ; but inftead of employing the rafeade in collars and bracelets, they make a 
fort of bandolier of it. The men as well as the women and even the children carry in 
their girdle a fheathed knife, like our head cooks. This knife, which is always well Iharp- 
ened, ferves as a razor for their beard, and as feiffars for their poll. A modern hillorian, 
ill informed on the ufages of the country, fays, that the inhabitants of Loango make their 
bed j-ofts of the palm tree. Ifthefe people ufed bed polls, they might find in their 
forciis many trees preferable lo the palm for this purpofc; but their bed is merely a* 
mac for the poor, and an European carpet for thericli; this does not hinder then? from 
fleej)mg fcundly. 'I’he molt diligent are never up before fun-rife, and the greater part 
not t)!I long afterwards. If they h'’ve any work to do, it is commonly done before dinner. 
They make only nvo meals ; the iirll at ten o’clock, and the fecond at night-fall. Al¬ 
though they tire themfelves vci v fitle in the forenoon, they reft almoft the whole after¬ 
noon : e.\cc]jC when they take a / to go a hunting or a fifliing, we have (hewn that 
tiicir rnoir comm-'’’ paftiine, is talk. Many of them play at a game very like our games of 
draughts and chefs ; they amufo themfelves alfo ar a hand game, 'vhich confills in beat¬ 
ing tliemiclves in cadences OjUicker v/r flower, in diii’erent parts of the body, fo as juft to 
inta t and lirike at the lame lime each other’s hauds ; they often gather together in a 
jniblic place, under th.c Ihade of a well-tufted tree, to hold concerts. Each is admitted 
to play his part; they are Iris liannonious, but move noify than ours. They ufeall forts of 
ftringed iuftruruents made by tliemfclvcs iu their own way ; trumpets', fifes, and drums, 
compril’e alfo a part of dicir fympheiiies ; they always nux their verils wdth the founds of 
their inftrmneiits. 'I he mtire noife is made, the better the piece is pe' lonned ; thefe con¬ 
certs, which Hatter and tranfnort the negroes, aifoamufe (he Eurt'jieans, who canno^help 
laughing at this ftrangc refull of an infinity of voices accompanied by hoarle braying in- 
ftruments of all kinds. If fome of our military muficiaus were to land iu thefe countries, 
iliey would become new Orphei, and draw niter them the towns and villages ; b«t the 
tender and impafiionedairs t.f our belt opcra’anuficians would be laughed at. 

Although dancing is a laiiguing excrcifc in fuch hot c\)untries, it is much praflifed. 
it is fometimes a diverfion ; Imt oftener a religious ceremony. I’lie negroes dance when 
they are in forrovv, juft as titcy do when they are joyful; at the ^nneral of their fathers, 
as at their own wedding, the fong ever accompanies the dan. e; the moft qualified of the 
troop, or he who can ling bell, begins alone, and the others repeat the fong, and dance 
to it as our provincial peafants do. They have no fongs corapofed, ;hey make them 
off hand ; and take their I'ubjed from exifting circumftances. The; miflionarics cue 
day heard of a woman, who, dancing on the occafion of her huiband’a death, deplored 
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his lot and that of her children; fiie compared the defunft to the roof of a houfe, ^e fall 
of which foon involves that of the whole edifice; “ Alas ! (crMW Ihe, in her language,) 
the ridge has fallen; there lies the building expofed to the weather, all is over; the 
ruin is unavoidable.” 

The more remote the negroes are from fweetnefs and nature in their concerts, the 
more fentiment and truth they throw into their dances and ruftic fongs. lie they pro¬ 
voked by grief, or excited by joy, they are always the faithful cxprelfion of nature. 
The heai’er is moved with them, in fpite of himfelf; efpecially when he beholds their 
aSjon. One day, when two miilionaries were paffing th|||Jugh a village, they heard of a 
mother vrhofe Ion fome robbers had ftolen, and fold as a Have to the Europeans, 'i'his 
woman, in the firft tcanfport of woe, fallies from her houfe dilfolved in tears, holding 
her daughter by the hand ; flie immediately fell to dancing with her, chaunting her 
misfortune in the moft piteous and touching tone. Now flic curfed the day when flie be¬ 
came a mother ; then fhe called her fon, making imprecations againll the wretches who 
had borne him away ; at other times flie reproached for their nicfl: cruel avarice thofc 
European merchants who buy from all hands thofe who are offered to them as flaves. 
Struck by the novelty of the fight, the mifllonaries flopped a moment; the long of the de- 
folated mother, the abundance of her tears, the irregular movement which agitated her 
by turns, even the diforder of the dance — all rendered the fentiment, all exprefled 
nature with fuch energy, that the miffionarics thernfelves, pierced with profound grief, 
^ felt their tears flow and retired weeping. The women, like the men, have their affem- 
blies fordiverfion and dancing: but only on feaft days, or when they have finiflied their 
toils of the field, and the bufinefs of the houfehold. 1 hey arc never confounded with 
the men ; even the wife does not dance with her hufband, nor the fifter with her brother. 
They never work above three days in fucceflion ; the fourth is for them a general reft 
day, during which they are not allowed to bufy thernfelves in tillage. The men, who 
jjjepofe habitually, work ftid lefs on that day. They walk, fport, and go to market. The 
miilionaries have never been able to procure from the negroes any explanation of this 
period of four days, which forms their week. They know neither months nor years. 
When they reckon time, which they rarely do, it is by moons and feafons j thus to 
make them underftand that our Lord offered himfelf for the falvation of men at thirty- 
three years of age, we tell them that he was fixty-fix feafons old. 

It was matter of furprife to fee people who count nothing, not even their age, fliould 
have like us the ufe of numbers, which they carry even to infinity. I’liey begin by nu¬ 
merating like us, one, tw^o, three, &c. &c. as far as ten: inftcad of faying ten, they 
fay tithing, and they continue tithing one, tithing two, tithing three, up "to twenty : 
ihepftthey fay two tithings, next two tithings one, two tithings two, two tithings three, 
&c. they numerate them as far as nine tithings nine ; then they fay a hundred, and begin 
again; when they come to ten hundreds, they employ a term which anfwers to a tlioufand; 
and Eiey thus continue to numerate as far as millions and milliards. Numbers arc 
fometimes matters of entertainment to the fages of the country. 

It is commonly at night-fall that the negroes make their fecond repaft; it is not 
more fplendid than the firft. In the evening they light torches, which are of the fize of 
thofe which our laqqueys carry behincf carriages ; they are made of an odoriferous gum, 
which diflils plentifull)^ from one of the foreft trees, and which petrifie in rollers. Inftead 
of putting their wick in t^hc torch, they put the torch into the wick, by inverting the 
rollers with flax and bits of dry wood. Thefe torches throw up a light finoke, which 
fpreads an agreeable odour to a great diftance. Although the nights are never cold, 
they commonly light a fire in the evening to purify the air, which by the continual ex* 
4 halations 
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halation^rom the earth, is rendered thick and unwholefome. Their hearth, when no 
rain falls, is in the middlq,of the court. That is alfo the place where they take their 
evening repaft. Immediately after fupper they retire to their huts, and lie down on 
their mats, unlefs feme neighbour conies to talk, or they have to dance in honour 
of a dead perfon, which very often happens; becaufe they are accuftomed, as we fiiall 
fee in the fequgl, to dance for feveral months for their neared relatives, and in pro. 
portion for others, and each for their friends. On thefe occafions they watch the 
greater part of the night, and fleep by day. 


CHAP. XIII. — Of the Gc'VcrnmenU 

THE government with thefe people is purely defpotic. They fay their lives and 
goods belong to the king ; that he may difpofe of and deprive them of them when he 
pbafes, without form of procefs, and without their having any thing to complain of. 

In his prefence they pay marks of refped which refemble adoration. The individuals 
of the lower clalfes are perfuaded that his power is not confined to the earth, and that 
he has credit enough to make rain fall from heaven: hence they fail not, when a con¬ 
tinuance of drought makes thorn fearful about the harved, to reprefent to him that if he 
does not take care to water the lands of his kingdom, they will die of hunger, and 
will find it impofllble to make him the ufual prefents. 

The king, to fatisfy the people, without however corapromifing himfelf with heaven, 
devolves the affair on one of his miniders, to whom he gives orders to caufe to fall 
without delay upon the plains as much rain as is wanted to fertilize them. When the 
minider fees a cloud which he prefumes mud fhed rain, he Ihews himfelf in public, as 
if to exercife the orders of his prince. The women and children troop around him, 
crying with all their might Give ns rain, pve us rain : and he proraifes them fome. 

The king, who reigns as a defpot over the people, is often didurbed in the exercife 
of his power, by the princes his vaffals, many of whom are not much inferior to him in 
force. Thefe princes volunarily acknowledge their dependance ft> long as the king 
exafts nothing from them which impairs their privileges or pretrafions} but fhould 
the fovereign authority feem inclined to condrain them, they endeavour to withdraw 
themfelves from it by open force and by dint of arms. 

The Haves are not the mod ill-treated perfons in thefe dates: the king and the 
princes fpare thofe who belong to them, under the apprehenfion, led, having nothing 
which attaches them to their native foil, they fhould pafs into the fervice of foreign 
princes, who always very willingly feize the opportunity of augmenting their pof- 
feffions, by affuring to fugitive Haves who are willing to furrender themfelves to therif, 
the fame lot and condition in life which they have left. The free negroes arc mo-e to 
be pitied, with refpefl: to their condition. They arc obliged to make prefents to tjie 
king, in proportion to the number of their Have;-, of the lands they till, and the cattle 
they breed. If the king thinks they do not give enough, he lends Haves to their places 
to take what they have. Jud and humane kings do not permit themfelves to make 
thefe crufel exadlions; but their miniders, the governors of juovinces, and other 
fuhaltern officers, often execute them in their name. The pcrj.ie luffer without com¬ 
plaining, being perfuaded that the king in defpoiling them, only exercifes his right, 
and confole tfcmfelves with the thought that they Hull alway§ j&nd a few roots of 
manive to fubfid upon. 
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This form of adtniniflration, as it may be cafily imagined, flifles the verjj^erm ot 
emulation; the arts do not improve, every thing languiflie^ Even fuppofing the king 
to be foie proprietary of the whole kingdom, if his fubjefts by paying him a fixed tax, 
in proportion to the lands they could till, might promife themfelves, like the farmers 
of our lords, to gather in quictntls the fruits of their labours and their indultry ; their , 
rich plains which are now abandoned would be tilled with care, or covered wivh cattle ; 
the prince would be the richer for it, and the people would live in a (fate of enjoyiuent. 
But, contented with a fmall field which yields them a few infipid roots, and the ullage 
of which they leave to the females, they pafs their lives in idlencfs, defpifiiig the riches,*** 
of which the king when he pleafes, may fay, “ they aid mine.” 

Though the kings do not employ the' moft proper means for promoting the welfare 
of their fubjeds, they hold this as a principle, that it is their intercil as well as their 
duty, to occupy themfelves with the care of rendering them happy, aiul inaintaiuing 
peace and jullice among them. Every day they pafs fevcral hours in deciding the 
proctffes of thofe who have appealed with them to their tribunals; they hold frequent 
councils; but it is rare that they have a real friend, and a dirmterefe J man amt ng 
thofe whom they invite thither. The minilters ftand charged with the ext cciion ot 
whatever has been determined in the king's council; but as this prince bliiullv defirs 
to them, it frequently happens, that, while occupied with the details of jufiice, he 
pacifies the differences of a few families, one of liis minillers, in his name, though 
without liis knowledge, fpreads trouble and defolation over a whole province. 

The principal minillers are the ma-ngovo, the ma-npontou, the ina-L:ha, the m-fouka^ 
and the ma^komba. The ma-ngovo, whom we call maiigovc, is the ininillcr for foreign 
affairs, and the introducer of foreigners at court. The ma-jipovtou is affociated to the 
department of the niangove, and reprefents him when a’uent. 'I'hc ma-kaka is minilltr 
of war, and even generafillimo of the armies. It is he who caufes the troops to be 
multered in time of war, who appoials their officers, reviews them, and allb loads 
them to battle. I’he m~fouka, whom the French call mafoiique, is minille'r eff com¬ 
merce. He makes frequent voyages on the fea coafls, where are the warchoufis and 
faclories of the Europeans. He is (obliged, by the nature of his office, to make 
frequent reprefeniations of the Hate of tlic exchanges which arc made betuecn titc 
Europeans and the Africans, and to take care that no frauds are eomniitled on ( iihcr 
fide. He alfo prcfides over the recovery of the droits which the king oiads iVom 
Itrangers who trade in his Hates; and he is charged with the gcncrHi police of the 
markets. The ma-kimbu is grand mailer of the waters and forelfs. it is he who has 
the infpedlion of all the boatmen, fiffiermen, and hunters; and it is to him that the 
filh and game intended for the king are uiredted. They reckon alfo in the number o! 
ntlnillers a ma-nibanza, a main-hilef and fome others whofe fundions arc unknown. 

Thefe minillers have no offices or houfes of bufmefs as ours have; they even ktiow 
not how cither to read or write: with the exception of a fmall number of important 
aliairs, they difpatch all others on the fpot, and as foon as they prefeiit themfelves, in 
order not to ruti the rilli of forgetiitig them. Their clerks are iuielligcnt Have# whom 
they fend into the towns and provinces, to fignify to private individuals, as well as 
perfons in plaVe, the king’s intentiffns. In all the provinces and in all the towns, there 
is a governor fin- the king. The chiefs of the villages are alfo king’s officers; they admi- 
niller jultice iu his name. They are the more exad in requiring that every one ffiall make 
prefenis proportioned^ to his revenues, inafinuch as they themfelves are charged with 
the receipt and iranrmiffion of them to court. The peafants are frequently obliged to 
compound with them, and to make them particular prefents in order to ranlbm them- 

felves 
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felves f|pm the vexations which thofe officers are difpofcd to Inflid in the name of the 
king. He, for example, who has four goats, in order not to be coiiftrained to give 
three of them to the king, or even to give up the whole four, begins by uraking a 
prefent of the fineft among them to the chief of the village, who will then content liim- 
felf with a fecond for the king. The king alone nominates perfons to all ftate 
offices, and he does it in council. There is no examination as to who might be the 
fubjefts moft worthy of holding them, but who are they who offer moft for them. 
The lucrative governments are ufually adjudged to the relatives of the miuifters, or to 
the minifters themfelvcs. The day on which the king has nominated a perfon to ;ui 
important place, is always a feUl day in the capital. I’iie province r.lfoj in which the 
officer is to exercife his charge, makes great rejoicing when he anivesjo take O' [1111!. 'i 
of it: and the poor people, who when they are futiering always expi. 3 : i at a chan ge 
muft be for the better, run finging and dancing before him w'ho has jull bought, at ti;.e 
highefl; price, the right of defpoillng them with impunity, and on behalf of the king. 


CHAP. XlV. — Of the Princes and the Rights of the Cro^vn. 

THF, crow'n among thefe people is not hereditary, as fcveral authors aver, who in 
this point as well as in an infinite number of others, merely copy each othei 's errors. 
There is in each kingdom a family, or if you pleafe a chd's of princes, lor they arc 
very numerous, and they know' not the order of their genealogv fo corrciilly as to know if 
they 1)0 of a common origin. It is fufficient to be prince in order to have tljc right of 
. pretending to the crown : and it mult neceffariiy be fo, in order to podefs certain nobfe 
fiefs which arc held more immediately on that tenure. 

No nobles arc known in theie countries, except the princes, and nobility does not 
delccnd except by the females, fo that all the children of a princefs-mother are princes 
or princefles, though begotten by a p.ebeian father; as, <-n the other hand, the children 
of a prince, or e\cu thofe of a king, are not nobles, unit's their father has married a 
princefs, which fcarcely ever happens, bccaufe the priaceifes, as wc have aire:tdy 
remarked, have the privilege of obliging their huibaiids to have only a /ingle wife, 
and bccaufe the princes and the kings generally prefer marrying plebeian females, and 
feeing their nobiiity terminate with them, to renouncing the rights oi polygmv. 

On tlie death of cvet7 king there is always an ini.erregnum, during which are cele¬ 
brated the obfequies of the defunfl:, who is conunonly intenad alter <he lapfc cu fome 
years. The kingdom Ls then governed by a regent, wh-makes (b;, tiile (U 
that is to fay, krd of terror^ becaufe he has the right of making himleif feared 
throughout the whole kingdom. It is the king who in his rfetinie nominates jhe 
ma-bormn: the law ilfolf, in order to prevent the inconveidences ci anarchy, obliges 
him to defignate two of them, the fecond of whom, in cafe the find dies, is charged 
with the affairs of ftate until they have pioceedcd to the e'ecu m of a new king. ‘It is 
during this interregnum that the prelenders to the ciowii, jrom their canvafs, and by 
means of prefects and promifes, try to render the eleclu s uivourable to themfclves, 
Thefe eledors are the princes, tiie minifters, and the regem^ 'dhe’aftual king of 
Loango was not eleded till after an intenegnum of feveii cm. and his predeceffor, 
who died in 1766, is not yet buiicd; this delay was occufion-d by a conteft which 
arofe between the citizens of Loango, who pretend that the prince oeght to be interjcil 
in his capital; and thofe of Loauguilli, the ufual burial place of tnc kings, w-ho will 
’not cede their privilege. However, as the difference was not made up, and the (hue 
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'determined by ufagc for the interment of the king had expired feveral years before, ft 
was thought that the election of his.fucceflbr might be proceeded in, and he has now 
occupied the throne four years. 

In certain kingdoms the prince himfclf delignates his fucceflbr; but all the fovereigns 
have not this right; it is contelled againft the kings of Loango and n’-Goio. The king 
defignates his fucceffor by putting him in pofleffion of a fief which canpot be poffeffed 
except by him who is to fucceed to the crown. This fief is called Kdittf and the Prince 
to whom the king gives the inveftiture of it, quits all other titles to affume that of 
ina-kdia. From the day on which the ina-kdia has taken pofleflion of his lordfhip, en- 
trance into the capital is forbidden him, until the king be dead and buried. The king, 
cither in order not to remove to- a diftance from his perfon him whom he loves well 
enough to make his fucceffor, or to hold all the princes llridly attached to his interell, 
by letting cacli of them enjoy his hope of having the choice fixed on him, defers as long 
as he can the having a ma-ka'ia proclaimed. It even happens fometimes that not being 
able to refolve, on creating anumber of mal-contcnts by preference of one, he dies without 
having nominated his fucceflbr. It is but a few years fince the king of Loango, now very- 
old, declared his. Though according to the laws of certain ftates the right of the ma~ 
kdias to the crown be inconteftible, as it has not been conferred but by the choice of one 
man, it is never refpeded fo much as that would be, which fliould be founded on the 
order of truth; and after a powerful prince, jealous of a preference with which he perhaps 
had flattered himfelf, raifesa part of the kingdom in revolt, and declares war on the new 
king. No one doubts, in the kingdom of Kakongo, that after the death of the actual 
king the crown may be difputed againft the ma-kdia by the ma-nboukou, or prince who 
fc below him in dignity, but furpaffes him in power, and negledts nothing to conciliate 
the favour of the people. 

It is here rather than any where clfe, that every one is enabled to feel how advan¬ 
tageous it is for a ftate, that the fovereign authority fhould be perpetuated in the fame 
family by an invariable order and fucceffion; and if ihofe pretended fages, who pafs 
themfelves for protedors of mankind in matters of government as well as of religion, 
had gone through a courfe of politics in thefe countries in the fchool of experience, they 
would doubtlefs not be feen to attack with their pens a form of government the molt 
wifely eftablifhed for enfuring the happinefs and tranquillity of the people j and they 
would be forced to agree that hereditary fovereignty with all its inconveniencies, a 
neceffary confequence of all human cftablifliments, has inellimable advantages over an 
eledive form of government. In lad when a king dies without having delignaled his 
fucceffor, and in kingdoms where he has no riglit to defignaie one, it i.s as it were become 
cuftomary to celebrate his obfeqnios by battles, and for (he country to become the theatre 
ofrf:ivil war; fuch refults are expeded ;uid prepared lor. This happened very lately in 
the little kingdom ofn’-Goio; 'I’lie prince who was cledcd king had to fuftain his eledion 
with arms in hand, againft the ma-ntoakou of the fame kingdom. The latter, finding 
himHiClf too weak to maintain a campaign againft the royal army with his own forces alone, 
contraded an alliance with the count of Logno, a powerful prince, feudatory at Congo, 
the ftates of which border on the kingdom of n’-Goio. The Count gathered his troops 
together, led them in,perfon to the m-anboukou, who by the help of thefe fuccours faw 
himfelf in a condition to feek out his enemy, before whom he was flying previoufly. 
The armies met, and battle was given, the king’s troops were defeated ; he himfelf made 
prifoner, and the m-anboukou, who felt no horror at confirming the crime of rebellion by 
a ftil^rcater crime, had his fovereign’s head chopped off. Deeming himfelf in peaceable 
poflemoa of the kingdom he had juftufurpqd, he wanted to difmifs the army of his allies, 
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but thitwas what the count of Logno did not underftand, and affuming a tone of autho¬ 
rity with the pretended king, told him that every body knew he held the crown by in- 
conteftible rights; that if he would himfelf acknowledge them, he would treat him as a 
friend ; but if he pretended to difpute them with him, he knew how to avail himfelf of 
the arms in his hand. In fa^l, the war was renewed, and lafled feveral years, during 
which the trade of the Europeans was interrupted on thofe coafls; it has juft been ter¬ 
minated, but no one yet knows whether by a treaty of peace,, or by the death of one or 
both of the combatants. 


CHAP. XV. — 0 / the Laws, and the manner in which JuJUce is ndnnrifiered. 

THERE are few laws among thefe people, and they are not written. Thefe are 
preferved by ufage and tradition ; there is no one ignorant of the cafes which incur pain 
of death, and of thofe for which the offender becomes the Have of the perfon offended ; 
murder and poifoning are puniflied with death, and confifcation of a part of the culprit’s 
goods to the profit of the heirs of the deceafed. It is very rare that a negro openly 
attempts the life of another : but the Europeans, according to an old prejudice, believe 
that many die among them by poifun; and they themfelves, through an excefs of 
fimplicity believing their nation capable of hurrying into atrocities which are by no 
means charadercftic of it, do not fail to attribute to poifon all fudden deaths, and 
thofe which are preceded by certain violent difeafes. The relatives of the dcceafe 4 on 
thefe occafions confult divines and forcertrs, and know whom they arc to come upon | 
but it is tnougli to dwell awhile .in the country in order to perceive that they Hander 
themfelves, and that thefe vague fufpicions oi poifon or malefadions, the pretended 
authors of which are never convided, ate with them, as with all credulous people in 
our country places, the pure effed '*■' ignorance, and the chimera of a clouded ima¬ 
gination. 

Robbery is not punilhed with death ; but he who is taken in tiic ..cl of ftealing, even 
things of the Imalleft value, is condemned to become the Have of the perfon he has robbed, 
uniefs he can make it up with him, by furniihing him with a Have in kind or in value. 
The fame penalty lies againft any one who (hall infult a prince, or a minifter, even by 
words. We have feen that he who was convitled ot adultery, was given up as a (lave to 
the offended party. Only the princeffes have the right of infifling on the puniflnnent of 
death for the faiiiilclincfs of their hulbands. 

All the ordiiiancts of the king arc arbitrary, and commonly bear tJie (lamp of the 
moll abfolute dcfpc'Ufm. It is a maxim generally .adopted by foven igns, and regarded 
as a cardinal point of their policy, that the multitude may be reftramed by fevere rules } 
but each makes :ui application of this principle witn more or lefs diferetion, acci. rding 
to his humanity, hi.s fenfe, or his council. By an ill-judgcJ zeal with regard to oj^er 
and policy, princes, oilicrwife well inteutioned, fc tnecimes proferibe as crimes and on pain 
of death abufes which would difappear on the menace of the flighted puuifbment. 
The millionaries, on their .arrival at Kakongo, having been troubled for feveral days in 
fucceflion by fomc individuals who aftetled to fing and cry arountl their dwelling, car¬ 
ried then complaints to the king, when they had occafion to go .i.ud !co him; he promifed 
them that he would reftore order ; in lad, they were very much furprifed on the fame 
day to hear proclaimed an ordinance, denouncing pain of death on all perfous, of what¬ 
ever age or condition tlie'y might be, who flioti.d dare in future to difturb the repofe 
of the millionaries* The lirft time they went to falute the prince he alked 
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them, if any one had fmce molefted them, and he told them, the firft man ^ey de¬ 
nounced fhould lofe his head. The reafon they affign for this feverity in puniftiing flight 
faults with the lame vigour as the greateft, is, that the eafier it is to abftain from the thmg 
forbidden, or to do what is ordained, the lefs excufable is the difobedience •, and the 
more of courlc docs it deferve to befeverely punilhed. 

When tlie king is inclined to pafs a law, he aflcinbles his minifters and principal officers, 
and alter havii'g taken their advice, he dechres his final will, which they cniife to be 
known immediately by the governors of the provinces. The latter publifh the law, by 
a herald, in all the markets which they hold in all the towns and villages of their govern¬ 
ment ; and they arc charged jointly with the governors of the towns to fee it duly exe¬ 
cuted. It is alio in council that the king appoints perfons to vacant charges and offices ; 
fixes the price of goods, and regulates all that concerns trade and police. 

The governors oi the towns and t!ie chiefs of villages are at the fame time judges civil and 
criminal. U’hey have a right of feiitcncing to llavery and even to death ;’but it is open to 
every one to appeal from their fentehce to the tribunal of the governor general of the 
province, and in the lail refort to the king himfelf. 

The room where the king gives his audiences and adminifters juftice, is a fort 
of hall; heisfeated on the ground upon a carpet, having round him feveral afieflbrs 
whom he confults on ditlicuit cafes. There are always feeu a great number of negroes 
at his audiences. Some attend from curiofity, others from the intereft they lake in the 
aft'airs that arc to be decided. When the king is ready to hear the parties, he orders 
the^officers to confront them in Ills prefence ; often in this country they do not plead by 
counfel, unlefs in cafe of fickr.'.fs, when one of the ncarcfl relatives takes charge of the 
affair. The pleaders in appearing before the judge always begin by making him afniall 
prefent. Ihe party preteuuing to be leled, fpeaks firll, and as long as he pleafes. 
The women plead their caufes thctnlelvcs, like the men. One party never interrupts 
the adverfe party ; he waits till the other has done, in order to repel falfchoods and 
bad faith, if the facls be contelfcd, atu! there be witncires, the king orders them to 
make depofition of what they know ; if there be no witnclll's, and the afiair be of 
fome importance, as thole generally are in which appeal is made to the king, the decifion 
is deferred until ampler information is brought; theu the ininili ers charge certain intelli¬ 
gent negroes, whofe employ pretty nearly anfwcrs to that of our ]io!ice fpies, to difeover 
the truth. They repair to the places where the people of the coui.try talk ; and fume- 
times addrefs the parties themfelves and try to inlinuale tliui.illvcs into their confidence, 
in order to worm out the fccret. 'I'hey rarely return without iiaving the information 
neceffary toferve as foundation for judgement. 

When any one is accufed id a crime of which they cannot convifl him, they ]iennit 
him to juftify himfelf by drinking the kafa. The is prepart-J by infufing in water 
a bit of wood lb called. I'his potion is a true poifon to weak flomachs, which have not 
llr^ength to throw it up immediately, lie who ftands the proof is declared innocent, and 
his accufer is condemned as a flanderer. If the fault of which the pretended culprit is 
accufed does not deferve death, as foon as they perceive him jufl ready to expire they 
make him take an antidote, which excites vomiting, and brings him back to life } but they 
condemn him as a culprit to the penalty fixed by law. 

"ihe inhabitants of the country have the greateft faith in this cordial. The princes 
and lords fometimes caufe kaj'a to be taken in order to clear up their fufpicions, but 
they mull firft obtain Ihe king's perndffion to do fo, which is not difficult when the fuf¬ 
picions are of weighty concern. 

About two ^'ears ago, a prince of the kingdom of Kakongo, who fufpciSlcd that a defign 
had been entertained of poifoniug him, caufed all the people of his houfchoid.to ‘^k^- 
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kaffa ; n great number of them died, and among others, a man of his oflicers whom 
he moil loved, and who paffed in the country for the honeftefl man in his fervice. 

If the accufed does not appear to anfwcr him who prefers a complaint againfl him. the 
king fends fervants to feek him, who are at once tipftaves, ferjeants, baitiiTs, mar- 
flialinen. 'I'hofe who have to dread being condemned to death try to quit the 
kingdom, and take refuge with fome_ foreign prince, who receives them among his 
iluves. 

There are no public prif ns. When the king thinks fit to fuperintend the execution 
of any criminals, they are held by the neck toapi'. ce of forked wood, eight or ten feet 
long, and too heavy for them to bear up in dicir hand'- io that tliey remain captives in the 
open plain. It has been fomctiinesfeen that not berag able to walk forward h''' lufethc 
piece of wood cut tlieir breath, they tried to drag themfelves back war Is : l>;.t no one ran 
after them, hecaufe it is well known they could not go very far. Thefe vagabond pri- 
foners have r.o other nourifhment than that v.'hich is given them through compafiion. 
No one titiuks of delivering them j he who did fo, would be put in their place, if 
diicovered. 

As tlierc are few laws in this country, the fcicnce of jurifpruuence is net, properly 
fpeaking, any thing but the knowledge of the human heart, which is acquired by expe¬ 
rience. I'be caufes, moreover, being never diftorted by the fubtillics of chicanery; 
let but the kings apply themfelves; and the neceflity they arc under of terminating every 
day of theinfe-lvcs the dilTerences of their fubjedts, puls them in a way to judge with wif- 
dom and equity. When the king has pronounced fentcnce tite parties retire, tellilying 
by exterior marks of rcfp..ft, that they abide by his judgment. The governors of 
the provitices, towms, and villages,, follow the fame method as the king in the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice. 

CHAP. XVr .—On fom parlkular nfages of the Kings of Kahohge. 

BY an ufage c^i which the inhabitants are equally ignorant of the origin and the 
end, and wltich they rej';ard as holding cirentialiy to the conflitiu.. . of their monarchy, 
the kings of Kakoniro caniioi poUefs or even touch the dilierent forts of merchandize 
whicli conic from Eiirojic, except metals, arms, and articles made of wood and ivory. 
I'lie Europeans <ind the negroes who are cloaihcd in European ftufltj are not admitted 
into tht;ir palaces.* it is to be prefumed that the firft legiflator of the nation mult have 
impofed this law' on the fovereigns in order to retard the progrefs of luxury, and attach 
the people by the example of their mafters to do without any thing from foreigners, and 
feek fup[)iies for their wants in their own induftry. But as the law binds the king 
alone, he is the only one who obferves it. All thefubjedls, even his rmuifters, traflic indif- 
ciiminately in all kinds of goods that are brought them ; they make ufe of the viduals 
and liquors of Europe ; atid thofe who arc clad in toreign Ihilfs are exonerated f^^m the 
ollence by changing their drciics when they go to the king’s houfes. , 

This prince eats in one room and goes to drmk in another : he eats in private, and 
drinks in public ; his common beverage is palm-wiire. The bail where he drinks is cloied 
only on three fulcs, and is pretty much like a great coach-lioufe. There i*s always'd great 
number of negroes who aliilL in 'die ceremony of th«? king’s drinkiifg; that is the time they 

* The king of Kakongo is pcrmiUeil to receive European goods in l\ls palace, provided he do not 
touch them. They who wear clollio? made of foreign iliilts tak'.' great . i-Eto keep :,t a certain diilaiice 
from his perfon, for fear of tir.-.i-hiiij; him. He drinks to the louud ot .■ httlc bell in l.ie Audience Jisil. 
•1 llateil the prelcnl king to he: ’.6 years of age : he is ti'nied 1 sH. A gentleman, M. Dc Foligny, capi.iin of 
a vcllel of Nantes, who law him hdt year, .and hunted with him, all'ures me, that his age w'as Hiowii to El the 
navigators who frequent the coal of Loango. 

choofc 
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' choofe for paying court to him. When the king appears, every body places hiinfelf in 
the mofl; refpeftful attitude j his cup-bcarer gives him drink in a velfel of the country 
'■ make; and at the fame time a gavga, who is at once his phyfician, his forcerer, and his 
major-domo, begins to ring a little bell, crying with all his might Tina foua, tina foua^ 
projlraicyoz/rfehes or begone. Then all prefent, except the ganga, fall flat with their 
faces on tlic ground. 1 hey think the king would die if any of his fubjefts were to fee 
him drink. When hehas drunk the ganga leaves ofl'ringing and crying; every one rifes, 
clapping his hands, and the king goes to finilh his dinner. 

By an ufage equally Angular the king of Kakongo is obliged to drink a draught at 
every caufe which he decides ; and fometimes he decides fifty at a fitting; but palm- 
wine is merely a refrefliing liquor. If he were not to drink the fcntencc would not be 
legal. They then obferve the fame ceremonial as when he drinks during his repafls. 
He holds his audience daily from funrife, that is to fay, akcut fix o’clock, until there art 
no more caufes to try. lie is very rarely at liberty before eleven in the forenoon. 

The now reigning king is generally beloved and efleemed by his fubjedts, for his 
patience in hearing and his wifdom in judging. His age (one hundred and twenty-fix 
years) which gives him the fuperiority of experience over all the judges in tliis kingdom, 
has not weakened the vigour of his mind. 

When the king falls lick the firll care of his phyficians is to publifli the intelligence 
in all the provinces of his kingdom. At this news every one is obliged to kill acock, 
nobody knows why. I'be moft fenfiblc among them laugh at this foolery, and fay that the 
dead cock does more good to them, than to the king, becaufe they cat it. But they raife a 
great'outcry againfl: a uliigc equally vhimfical and more 4 mrtful to focicty ; it is, not to till 
tlieground throughout the w hole extent of the kingdom for fcveral mouths from the date 
of the king’s death, and during a fimilar fpace of time in the province where a prince or a 
princefs has died. The miflionaries one day heard fomc negroes faying to each other, 
“ We niuft furely be very mad to fubmit to fuch ridiculous ufages. How ! becaufc the 
king is dead of ficknefs, fhall all bis fubjefts expofe themfelves to die of hunger ?” Yet 
ufage and fuperllition prevail over reafon. 

CHAP. XVIL-- 0 /l/^^ Trade. 

THE principal trade of thefc people is that in Oaves, whom they fell to the Euro¬ 
peans, that is to fay, to the French, the Englifli, and the Dutch, who tranfport them 
to their American Colonies. I’he flaves taken from Loango and other neighbouring 
kingdoms, pafs for the blackefl: and moft robuft in Africa. They are taken in war by 
thole w'ho fell them. In the interior of the territory there arc h.oftile people irrecon¬ 
cilable to thofe of whom we are fpeaking. The latter fay they are cruel and ferocious, 
that they drink human blood, and eat as many vidims as they can take. It is by way 
of reprifals that they themfelves wage open war on them, and they pretend that they 
treat! them humanely, contenting themfelves with felling them to the Europeans at the 
fame time when they have a right to deprive them of life. ’1 his war, though continual, 
does not however trouble the tranquillity of the kingdom, becaufe it is carried on far 
beyond the frontiers by certain mdividuals, and, properly fpeaking, it is lefs a war than 
a chafe ; but one in wdiich the huntel- is often liable to become the prey of the game 
he follows. 

I hofe who have made captives fell them to merchants of the counti y, or bring them 
to the coafts, but they are not allowed themfelves to fell them to the Europeans ; they 
are obliged to addrefs themfelves to brokers, nominated by the minifter of commerce, • 
who treat with the captains of (hips. I'hefe flaves are eftimated according to their age, 
fex, and ftrength; they pay for them in European goods. , 

Q Though 
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Thougli the different kingdoms of which we are fpeaking be not far diflant from 
each oiher; the manner of valuing goods and turning flaves to account is not 
uniform among them. On the coafts of Malimha and Cabinda, that is to fay, in the 
kingdoms of Kakongo and n’Goio, they reckon by goods ; and in Loango by pieces ; 
what they call goods^ is a piece of cotton or Indian cloth ten or fourteen ells long. The 
negroes before ftriking a bargain go and mark off at the captain’s ftore, which is on the 
fea fide, the pieces of fluffs they choofe to take ; and he who has fold four flaves at 
filtecn goods a head, goes to receive fixty pieces of the flufl's marked off. In the king¬ 
doms where they buy by goods it is cuflomary to giv^ tor each flave what is called 
ihc over and above^ which commonly conftfls of three oi tour guns and as many fwords ; 
fifteen pots of brandy, fifteen pounds of gunpowde , and foine dozens of ^luves. If 
thefe articles be not always given them, others are fubflitutcd as an equivalent. 

At Loango they reckon by pieces, and every idrt of goods is entered in a line of 
the account with the Hull’s to form the piece ; thus, when they fay a Have colls thirty 
pieces; it does not mean he cofls thirty pieces of Hull's, but thirty times the ideal value 
which they think fit to fix on, and call -Apiece', fo that a fingle piece of Huff is fometirnes 
cfliinated at two or three pieces, as fometirnes fevcral ubjeds muH form a fingle piece. 
This difference in the manner of reckoning is nothing at bottom, and the price of flaves 
is nearly the fame in all the kingdoms bordering on Loango. 

It is polliblc by infpeding the following account to efliinatc the real value of the 
piece, and to fee what are the goods which commonly pafs among the negroes in ex¬ 
change for flaves. 

1 have paid to the Ma-nboukoii, for the flave Makviot'a, twenty-two years of age, 
whom he has fold me at thirty pieces. 

An indienne of fourteen ells valued at two and a half pieces - 2‘- 

Two guineas (they are cotton cloths dyed deep blue) each valued at 
two and a half pieces - - - 5 

A chaflelat ^whire grape), and a bajutapcaii cheek), fourteen 

ells each (they arc cotton cloths), cHimafed at four pieces - 4 

A neganopeau of 14 ells and a great nicane of 9; ells (other cotton 
cloths), cHimated at three and a half pieces - - 3) 

A piece of handkerchiefs of 9 ells, eflimated at a piece and a half 
A rod (about an ell and a quarter of thick w-oollen Huff') eHimated at a 
piece - . - - I 

A girdle of red cloth (an ell long by one foot broad) eHimated at a piece i 
Two common guns, valued at two pieces - ' * z 

Two barrels or gunpowder (about 5lbs. each) valued at two pieces z 
Two bags of leaden mufket balls, (weight 3lbs. each) valued at half a piece b, 

'Two fwords, valued at each a quarter of a piece - o ! 

Two dozens of common fheath knives, eHimated at half a piece ok 

Two bars of iron (weight both together 2olb.) valued at a piece i 

Five pots of Dutch ware, valued at half a piece - ok 

Four barrels of brandy, each containing five pots, valued at four pieces 4 
Ten firings of bugles (glafs beads, of which chajflets are made) valued 

at half a piece ... - o k ' 

'I'otal 30 pieces. 

1 have paid moreover to the broker for his trouble the value of fix 

pieces in guns, powder, fwords, and brandy - - 6 pieces. 

General total 36 pieces. 

YOL. XVI. 4 r Befides 
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Befides the pieces determined on for each flave, the captain muft alfo, ere the bar¬ 
gain be clofed, make a prefent to the Mafouka and the brokers who have ferved him 
beft, and whom he is very glad to attach to himfelf: thefe prefents are made in coral, 
I’ervices of plate, carpets, and other moveables, more or lefs precious. 

Slaves are at prefent much dearer than formerly, at lead to the French ; for jhey 
may be dear with r^fpect to one nation and not to another; the French, Englifh and 
Dutch alike make their exchanges with goods, but thefe goods differ; fo that the 
dearth of flaves to one nation depends on the price which flie herfelf puts on the goods 
ffic carries to the negroes, and this price, as it may be imagined, muff vary by reafon 
of the better or worfe underffanding which reigns among individuals engaged in the 
fame commerce. It would be eafy for them not to pay for'flaves more than their juff 
value, or even below it, if it were moreover allowable to exercife monopoly and be more 
unjuff towards the barbarian and the ftranger than to the citizen, but throiu h want of 
good underffanding among the captains the reverfe always takes place; the flaves are 
bought as it were by audfion, and at more than their value. A reafonablc price how¬ 
ever is fometimes fixed, which they agree not to exceed in their purchafes; but even 
then, every one for himfelf, defiring to make a ready bargain, renders this convention 
illufory, by a tacit agreement with the brokers, to pay them in fecret a higher price 
for him whom they have publicly bargained for, to fave appearances. The matter 
at prefent has come to this pitch, that the negroes are themfclves afraid Icff the French 
fliould in the end make up their minds to renounce a commerce wliich becomes daily 
more and more expenfive to them. An old Mafouka one day came to fee a miilionary 
refpecling this fubject, and imagining that the king of France was to be treated with 
in the fame way as the king of Kakongo, and that a miilionary could indifcriminatcly 
prefide over commerce or announce the gofpcl; thou mult, fa)s he, “ write to the 
“ king of France, and advife him, for his own advantage and ours, to eilablilh thee 
“ here to fee that the captains of Ihips do not buy any more of oui- flaves bi-low the 
“ reafonable price, for we fee very well, that after having bought tiiciu of tis too dear 
“ they will finilh by buying no more of us at all.” 

The funftion of the brokers is not limited to facilitating the Have trade; ihey .arc 
alfo charged with fuperintending the execution of the regulations effabiillied by the king 
or the Mafouka, the molt important of which is, that tliere lliail not be ii:ld any Haves 
to the Europeans except thole which have been taken in u^ar or purciiaf.J iioin abroad. 
Every flave bom in the kingdom is under the protedioii of the MaUiuka, and may 
appeal againit his maltcr, lliould he be inclined to fell him 1.0 the EuiS'ptaius, imleb lie 
have given him that right through his own mifeonduft ; fei the law autiioiflcs a mailer 
^o rid himfelf of a Have, who may have been guilty of bad faith, rebellion, or any other 
crime. The Mafouka of Kakongo, to prevent the violences and frauds whicli might 
be cxercifcd in this trade, has ilfued prohibitiims againii; the brokers from trafllekiiig 
i» flaves during the night time, or even from inticducing them ijito the llores of the 
Europeans, under'pretext of Ihewing them to the captains. They are equally forbidden 
to receive, without an exprels pcrmillion, advance or earneff for the price of the flaves 
who have not as yet been delivered up.* 

The flave trade is the only one'which the P'rtnch carry on, upon thefe coafts; that 
in ivory, monkeys, parrots, and fome other merchandize of that kind, forms an objc<.H 
of fo little importance that they reckon nothing of it. The Englilh obtain yearly Iroin 

* The prohiliitton made by the Mafouka of Kakongo to the brokers, agaiiitl receiving advances on the 
price of tlie flaves they had to deliver, is habitually trnufgrefTed under the very eye of that miiiitler. 
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the forefl: of Jomba feveral (hips cargoes of a very good red wood for dying, though 
of an inferior quality to that of Brazil. The trade carried on upon the coafts with 
foreigners, interefts, as I have juft obferved, only the fmall number of individuals who 
may be regarded as the rich and mighty ones of the country. As to the people; knowing 
no need, but that of food and clothing in the groffeft and finipleft manner, they con¬ 
fine their traffic to a very few things; there is a market daily in all the towns and 
great villages, it is held in the public place under the fliade of fome thick trccb'. They 
fell fmoke-dried fi(b, manioc and other roots, fait, palm-nuts, fugar-canes, bananas, 
fig bananas, and feme other fruits. It is on feaft I'ays that the greateft afflux oi 
buyers and fellers is fecn. No fraud is known in th.. market; a mollicr fends thither 
a child fix years old, convinced that they will not deceive him. It is rot necefl'ary 
to underftand the language in order to buy, no one ever chca)''ens or bargains; all 
goods are divided equally in fmall portions of the ftandard wciglu, and each portion is 
worth a macouta. There is not much greater rilk of being cheated in the quality than 
in the quantity ; one perfon’.s fait and manioc is worth the la It and manioc of another. 
Thus, without taking the trouble of comparing one dealer’s goods with thofe of another, 
they take from the firft they lind as many fmall packets as they have macoulas to give, 
and. make room for others. 


CHAP. XVIIL — 0 / 7 /hn. 

IN thefe countries where the crown is eleftivc, the death of the kings, according to 
a remark already made, is as it were the fignal of a civil war. A prince who, am¬ 
bitious enough to dired his views to the throne, has no reafon to count on the favour 
of the eledors, makes his vaffals take up arms to force their fuffrages, or to difpute 
the crown with him whom they m;. have preferred. If he fears that his party may 
not be the firongeft. he addrefles himfcif to a foreign prince, who, for a few pieces of 
European ftufts, or veflTcls of filvcr, fends him a whole army. 

I'he recipi ocal prctenfions of the fovereigns to certain provinces, or even on the Hates 
bordering on theirs, are the common pretext of all wars between people of different 
kingdoms. All thefe barbarous kings have their chimsera in this refped, which they 
realize when a favourable opportunity offers; it is thus that the count of Sagos has 
juft availed himl'elf of his prctenfions to the kingdom of n’Goio. The king of Congo 
claims the kingdom of Kakongo as a province of his ftates; and the king of Kakoiigo, 
doubtlcfs by way of reprifals, never calls himfcif any other title than Ma-Co 7 igo, king of 
Congo, inftead of Mii-Kako 7 igo king of Kakongo, a title given him by foreigners, and 
the only one that fuits him. 'I'hefe prctenfions are not always unfounded ; many imSll 
kingdoms or fovereign ftates, which at the prefent day lliare Africa among them, were 
originally provinces dependent on other kingdoms, the particular governors of wijich 
ufurped the fovercignty. It is not a long time fince the Sogno ceal'ed to be a province 
of the kingdom of Congo. 

The fovereigns of thefe countries miuntain no regular troops. Whcyi a king has 
determined on war, his Makaka, tninifter of war and generaliffim’o of his armies, tranf- 
inits orders to the princes and governors of provinces, to levy trrops; the latter never 
fail to lead to the rendezvous the quota demanded of them. If the Makaka in the 
review he makes of his armies thinks it does not cover a fufficient fpacc of ground, he 
has only to fay a word in the king’s name and in a few days he finds it more numerous 

4 F 2 by 
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by half. Among thefe people, as among the ancient Romans, every citizen in a Rate 
to bear arms is a foldier of need ; but a very bad foldier. 

They who march on fome military expedition never fail to paint their whole bodies 
red, confident that this colour will render them invulnerable to fire arms ; part of them 
wear panaches, even greater and richer in colours than thofc with which our la*dies of 
the great world adorn themfelves at the prefent day; but they regard them lefs as 
ornaments than as fcarecrows to infpire their foes with dread. Many are alfo perfuaded 
that certain feathers of certain birds arranged in a certain guife on theT caps have the 
virtue of putting danger afide, and placing their head in fafety. All take with them 
viAuals for a few days, and what arms they can procure, for they have none furnilhed 
them. I'hefe troops advance on either part without order and without difeipline ; and 
the chiefs who command them feem rather to perform the fundion of fhepherds or 
herdftnen, than that of generals of armies. If a meeting take place they fall to diredly, 
and each, regardlefs of rank, inattentive to order, goes right upon the enemy he has in 
his head ; the battle always begins with diforder and confufion, foon ending by a general 
rout or a complete viftory. All depends on the firft Ihock, the party that fuftains 
it with moil vigour cannot fail to remain mailer of the field of battle. The combats 
are neither bloody nor obllinate: the action is fcarce commenced ere fright feizes 
one or both armies. To determine on a general flight, there only needs that of fome lol- 
diers who have fecn a comrade of theirs fall by their fides, in an inllant all is dilTipated, 
and the whole is diflianding. Then the vidtors purfue the vanquiflied, (licking to no 
employ but that of making prifoners, whom they fell as flaves fo the Europeans. 

Eut if is very rare that the armies advance thus to encounter each other with the 
intention of coming to blows. The great art of making war is to avoid an enemy and 
to pounce on the villages known to be abandoned, in order to pillage them, reduce 
them to allies, and take I'ome prifoners there. So that no refillance be found, they 
advance fiercely, burn and fack every thing, and often both armies are defpoiling, each 
on their fide, at once, on the holiile territories. They then return, always avoiding an 
encounter except in cafe a f avourable opportunity occurs for making prifoners. If the 
vmkaka hears that a hoflile party is to pafs along a wood, or through fome defile, he 
puts a much Ilronger body in ambulh, which bounces fuddtnly upon it, furrounds it, 
and mailers it without fighting. 

The armies in general do not make long campaigns, a war is fometimes over in Icfs 
than tight days. \Vhen the foldiers have eaten the provifions they brought with 
them, and find none in the holiile country, or when they want powder and lead, nothing 
can hold them; all, without alking leave, take the road home; and if the king is not fatis- 
fied with this expedition, it relts only with him to prepare another, which terminates by 
dftblating the country, without however occafioning any more bloodlhed. 'I’he kings 
fometimes make war in perfon j but if they be taken, they have no mercy to expect. 
Their heads are chopped oft on the field of battle ; a piece of cruelty which always im¬ 
plies wcaknefs in him who performs it, adaflardly and timid foul which fears to lepent 
in future of having been generous to an enemy who had fallen into its power. 

It is lefs by their ilrength,*as we fee, than by their relpedtive weaknefs that thefe 
different Hates maintain themfelves; and bccaufe the foldiers of one kingdom are 
neither braver nor belter commanded than thofe of another. Two hundred men of our 
regular troops, would conquer as much of the country as they could run over j but 
after triumphing over’kings and nations, they foon, as if in turn befieged by the adlion 
pf the climate, and by all the wants of life, would find themfelves at the difererion of 
thofe whom thdy had i.dulted but a lew days before. It is thus that providence feems 
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to have wiflied to proteft thefe poor people, by their very mifery and iheir weaknefs, 
againfi: the ambition and cupidity of poliihcd nations. 

Though the Negroes do not pique themfelves on courage and valour in fight, they 
however pafllonately defire the reputation of brave men ; no greater wrong cf>')ld be 
uttered to a man, than to call him a coward ; as, on the other hand, no more fl .tterlng 
compliment could be paid him, than to fay lie has an intrepid and marti d ah’, lie luty 
of countenance is regarded as a defeft in men ; every one envies him whom the fmall- 
pox have word ufed. Many, in order to gi>te themfelves a terrible air, and through 
a fooliih oftentation of firmnefs and courage, make ’ itifions on their vifages, rn their 
fhoulders and arms. It might be thought, on feeing them after this cruel m^eration, 
that they had juft been engaged in a fanguinary battle. 

They ufe nothing for ftaunching blood but gunpowder, and their wounds cicatrize 
in a Ihort time. A Miflionary one day afked a Negro, who was getting his vifag£ fur¬ 
rowed, why he condemned himfelf to lb much fuffering ? “ I'^or honour,” faid he, 
“ and becaufe, on feeing me, people will fay, there’s a man of heart. ’ Doub.Iefs, 
greater and truer courage would be fiiewn, in expofing the perfon to the fteel of his 
foes, than in getting himfelf flalhed with the edge of a knife : but it nmft neverthelefs 
be allowed, that men who have conftancy enough to fubtnit, through vain-glory, to 
fuch painful operations, would not be incapable of generous aftions of another dcfcrip- 
tion. Nor can it be doubted, that the form of the government which naturally invites 
the people to repofe and floth, is alfo one of the caufes which moft contributes to 
fuftain their cowardice. A Have, whofe condition is independent of all revolytions, 
will never ru(h headlong into dangers, like a foldier whofe intereft is confounded with 
that of his fovereign, :ind who knows that in fighting for his country, he is alfo fighting 
for the little inheritance which he has received from his fathers. 


CHAP. XIX. — 0 / the Language. 

Among that prodigious mafs of narratives, from which has been formed the general 
hiftory of Voyages and 'I'ravels, and an infinity of others publilhed every day, no men¬ 
tion is made of the languages which are fpoken in the ditferent countries, the manners 
and ufages of which are deferibed to us; and if the authors did not from time to 
time put into the mouths of the inhabitants of thofe diftant regions, fome w'ords of 
which they know the meaning, we fhould be tempted to believe, that only dumb 
people had travelled among thofe nations. All feem to have agreed on obferving the 
profoundeft filence on this matter, cither becaufe it appeared to them foreign to the 
province of hiftory, and far from proper to ftinnilate the curiofity of the readeis, or 
more probably, becaufe they had not made a ftay long, enough among the people of 
whom they fpeak to us, to learn their language, and undertake to give us an idea of 
it. Be it as it may, all will agree at leaft, that whatever relates to the language, its 
genius, its relation with other known languages, even its ihechanifin and its flow are 
not traits which would look mifplaced in the hiftorical piihire of a nation; and if we 
have to dread offending the delicacy of fome of dur readers, by r eferring them to the 
a, b, c, we dare hope that the greater number, and thole efpccially who love the 
fciences, and cultivate the languages, will not be forry to to their acquirements, 
fome fuccind notions of a language which, confidering it to be that of a barbarous 
' people, is not on that account Icfs interefting. 


The 
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The idiom of Kakongo, nearly the fame with that of Loango, n’Goio-famba, and 
other fmall circumjacent ftates, differs effentially from that of Congo. Several fimilar 
articles, and a great number of common roots, feem however to indicate that- thtfe 
languages had a common origin; but they know not which of the two is the mother 
tongue. I’he clevcttft among the Negroes have not the fmallefl; idea of the origin and 
progrefs of their language ; they fpcak, fay they, as they have heard their fathers fpeak. 
It has been thought that there might be perceived fomc marked connexions betvi'ecn" 
this language and fome ancii nt tongues, efirecially the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. 

7 ’hough the Miffionaries, in conlidcring the richnefs and beauty of the language, 
fufpeXed that it was formerly written, nothing* however has been found capable of 
convincing them ; they have no where found any traces of writing, nor ajiy vclliges of 
fjgns which might Hand in its fle.'id. I'he Negroes confidcr it as a fort of prodigy, that the 
Europeans, by means of certain charaXers, communicate ideas, and converfe at a hun¬ 
dred or a thoufand leagues diflance, as if they were prefent; but they did not even 
fufpeX that it was poflible to introduce this marvellous art into their language, and 
ftill lefs that it could be praXifed even with the moll limited capacity. Wi iting, in iadl 
the fmeft invention of the human inirid, if its origin be not divine, has fomeihing in 
it which alloniflies reafon; and, had we not the ufe of it, we fhould doubtlefs feel 
the fame fentinients as did thefe barbarians, at the recital made to them of its valu¬ 
able advantages, which often equal and fomctiines furpafs even thofc oi fpeceh. 

The Miffionaries, deeming themfelves the firll writers ed the language, ufed the right 
which, belonged to them in thst capacity, of determining the figure of the charaXers, 
and of regulating the orthography. 'I’hey confulted the pronunciation in order to fix 
the number of letters which were to be employed in WTiting. 'I hey have taken them 
from our alphabet, oidy to the number of eighteen, which feemed to them fufticient; 
A, B, 1 ), E, F, G, I, K, L, M, N, O, P, S, t, U, V, Z. The S, is put for the C, 
before the vowels a, e, i ; the K flands for it before o, u, and all the confonants; it 
alfo Hands for the O on all occafioiis. The pronunciation of the language is foil and 
eafy; it excludes the H afpirate, and hence that letter becomes as ufelefs as it is w'ith 
us in the words horlogc^ hironckHc, hcurcs, and others, the firll fyllabie of which in 
nowife participates the found of the H, with which they are fpelt. 'Hie R is of no ufe 
to them, their organ admits not tlic roughnefs of its pronunciatKm; tliey change it 
into L, and if you tell them to pronounce ra, rc, ri, they fay /;i, h, //. 'i'hey know 
not the found of thel), which they pronounce ou. The X is ufelel's in their alphabet. 
The J, confonant, is equally unncccffary; they never ufe our iy\\dh\csjcijjc,jo,jirf 
but they alw'ays pronounce it hard, ga, gue, gui, go, gou. 

Almoll all the fyllables art fimple, and form only one found, this renders the pro¬ 
nunciation light and rapid; there are, however, many words in the language, w'hich 
begin with m, or 7 i, as in the words m-Fouka, n’Goio, but ihefe letters are pronounced 
fo flightly, that they who arc ftrangers to the language, would pronounce after them 
Fouka and Goio. The letters a and o are often repeated, and terminate a great number 
of words. Many liquid fyllables alfo contribute to foften the pronunciation. 

The language 'has nof, properly fpeaking, either genders, numbers, or cafes. To 
exprefs the difference or gender in animated things, they add the word bakala, male, 
or kenio^ female; thus, n-foiifou-ba kala fignifies a cock; n-foufou-kenlo, a hen. We 
fay likewife, a male or female canary; a foft-roe’d or a hard-roe’d carp, &c. U'he cafes 
are diftinguilhed as with us, by articles, and it is the fame with the nouns. The no¬ 
minative of the verb has its cafe diftinguiihed by the place it occupies in the phrafe. 
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The nouns adjeftive are not of more frequent ufe than in the Hebrew; the qualitifes 
of the perfon or thing are expreffed by fubftantives, which gives to their difcourfe u 
ftrength and energy of which our language is not fufceptible. They alfo, fometimes, 
render the adjedlives by verbs ; inftead of faying he is a defpicable man, they fay, he is 
a man to be defpifed-, ’tis a monjtcr to be dreaded, inftead of faying ’tis a dreadful 
monjlcr. 

I’he language admits neither of comparatives nor fuperlatives; verbs joined to fub¬ 
ftantives fupply their pla« cs; thus, in order to fay, the king is mightier than the makdia, 
they would fay, the king furpaffes the makai'a in mi r!it; the Zaira is the widcjl vf all 
the rivers ; the Zaira cra cds in width all the river. ; or all the rivers yield to the Zaira 
in width. The fupcrlative is alfo rendered by repetition of the pofitive, tu order to 
fay, a very high mountain, a very black cloud, they would fay, a high high mountain, a 
black black cloud; early in the morning, morning morning-, mene menr. It appears 
that this mode of expreftion is quite in nature ; we fee among us, that the little chil¬ 
dren who have not yet learned the ufe of the fuperlativc, make up for it, in their little 
ftories, by repeating the pofitive, and fay, great great for very great ; far fir for very 
far, and fo forth. 

I'hcr e are very few adverbs; there are, however, verbs which ftand in their ftead. 
The greater ipart of the coniunefions which ferve to coimecl difcourfe are unknown to 
them; they have no terms which may be rendered by for, then, nor have they the 
conjunction or ; they fupply them by dilierent turns of phrales. They alfo want the 
tonjunclion and ; they iupply it by another, which has the fignification of our with, or 
otlierwife they repeat it, and to fay,* for example, he knows good and evil, they ‘fay, he 
knows good, be knows evil; the army was powerful and trained to war ; the army was 
powcrtul, it was trained to war ; a mode of exprelllon which, properly managed, has 
a fine efieet in ilifeourfc. 

The pronouns which mark p'df fiion are expreffed by adverbs; thus, my, is rendered 
by amc ; tliy, by akou ; his, her, their, by andi, and fo forth ; my fliecp, li meme, It 
ame; thy feiili''rs, teat -Joh ion aksu-, his mats, n'teva vi-and'. 'bhis is as much as to 
fay, the mutton to me, the Icillars to thee, tiie mats to him. The nominative pronouns 
of the verb, 1 , tlum, lie, we, ye, they, are rendered by i, ou, ka, ton. Ion, ba, when men 
or women are I’jiokc n of; and by the articles proper for nouns, when beafts or inani¬ 
mate things are Ijioken < f. 

One ol the great dilJieulties of the language confifts in the articles *, there are thir¬ 
teen of them, feveu lor the lingular and fix lor the plural, Thofe of the Angular 
are i, bou, li, kou, ou, h.u, and thofe for the plural /, ba, bi,ma, ton, Each of thefe 
articles lias under it a dais o! fubftantives to which only it can be joined. The article of 
ka, which fijgnifies a bed, is ki for thefingukir and bi^ox theplur.il. A perfon woi'.«J not 
be undcrllood if, changing the articles, he laid li-ka in the fiiigular for ki-ka, or zi-ka 
in ll e plural for bi-ka. 

Ceuain fubllantives are always preceded by their articles; others mull havfl. them 
immeaiatcly after them. Le/.e*, tor example, which figinfies a man fervant, and oula, 
which fignifies a toad, both have ki for their article ; bur lean' is always followed by 
that article, and oula has it always before j Ijciice they liivt leze-ki, a man fervant, 
ki-oula, a load, lie would be unintelligible, who, tranfj o/mg the articles, Ihould lay 
ki’iczc, cula-ki. 

• L£'/.c, wtiich I hare cited as one of the fubftantives always followed by their articles, takes its own 
before or after it, according to circumftairces. 
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■ Several of thefe articles follow particular rules ; the article li, for example, only pre¬ 
cedes its fubftantive when it is nominative to the verb; in other circumllances it 
follows. The article ma, agrees only with the genitive pliiial, and always precedes 
its noun; it is of great ufe in the language ; befides its peculiar funebon, it reprefents 
the names of Prince, Governor, Chief of a village, according as it precedes the 
name of a kingdom, principality, government, or village; thus, n/a-Lonngo fignifies 
King of Loango; ma-Kaia, Prince of Kai'a; itia-Singa, (fovernor of Singa ; mn-Kibola, 
Lord of Kibota. It is evident that this article correi'ponds in fignificatiou with cur arti¬ 
cle Jc (of) in the genitive fingular. When we fay Monfieur d’Anois, T.I. d'(.)rleans, 
M de Champigny, wc mean the Count of Artois, the Duke of Drlcans, the Marquis 
of Champigny. The plural which the Negroes ufe has foraething more insjellic ; and 
eles Artois would prefent to the imagination a richer image than J'Artois ; doub lets 
by reafon, that all w'hich has the air of aggrandizing a man and augmenting his 
domains, ever flatters his vanity moft agreeably. 

If there is nothing fo difficult in the language as the articles, there is nothing liner 
and more fatisfaftory than the verbs. I'hcy may be reduced to three claflls ; eonnnon 
verbs, which vary only in their terminations, and thefe arc the moll numerous, 'i'he 
fecond is that of the verbs, which begin by kan, and lofe that firll iyll dde in fnany 
circumftances. The third comprehends thole which begin with L :\nd V, and which 
change at certain times the L into D, and the V into P. Thefe three c.lall'es crf verbs 
have common rules for varying their terminaiions; they have all the lenfts which wc 
have, and many which we have not; i-mene-lia fignifies, for example, I 'have ea:cn ; 
ta~lilii I have eaten long ago ; ia-lin, 1 have eaten*a very great while ago. 

liefides this multiplication of tenfes, which docs infinite fervice towards the prccifion 
of difeourfe, and which has fupplied the want of adverbs, there is in this language a 
multiplicity of verbs which greatly fnnplify their expreflions. Each fituple verb has 
under it a many other verbs, of which it is the root, and which, befides the principal 
fignificatiou, have an accelTary one, which we render only by periphrafes ; fala, lor 
example, means to work ; fulila, to facilitate w'ork ; falifia, to work along with fome 
one; faliftla to make a perfon work for fome one’s profit; fazia, to' help foine one 
to wwk; falanga, to be in the habit of working ; falafiana, to woik for each other ; 
falangana, to be fit for work. There are no radical verbs wdiich do not admit limilur 
modifications; and by means of certain particles or augmentatives, each of thele verbs 
and all its affiliations, defignate alfo whether the action they exprefs be rare or frequent; 
whether there be in this adion difficulty, cafe, excefs, and fo on for other dill'erences. 
This multiplicity of verbs, joined to all the modifications of which they are fufceptible, 
form an inexhauftible fountain of riches for the language, and difplay beauties which 
cannot be felt and appreciated but by ufe. 

In the midft of this profufion of verbs, it is furprifing that not one has been found 
which anfwcred to that of to live ; this is rendered by the periphrafes, to accompany one’s 
foul, to be with one's heart. 

There are to be remarked in the language of the Negroes, many turns of phrafes 
which appertain to the Hebrew. We have obferyed that they exprelfed, like the 
latter, by lubftantives, the qualities o,f the perfon or thing which are rendered by 
adjeftives in other languages. Thus in order to fay hot water, they fay water of fire<, 
mazia-ma n’bazou. They fay alfo a man of blood, for a cruel man', a man of riches, for a 
"ich man, and fo forth. They never exprefs the alfedions of love or hatred, joy or 
afflidion, by prefent tenfes, but by preterites, like the Hebrews; they fay I have loved, 
1 have bated, for / love, and 1 hate. 

2 


There 
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There are alfo found in the language many words pretty much refembling Hebrew 
words, and which have the fame fignification: in Hebrew, bana or banak Hiil, whence 

T T 

is derived the word ben fon, fignifies he has built, becaufe they confidercd the 

children as living ftones which compofed the edifice of the family: in Kakongo, mania 
fignifies ftones, and bana children; n’tomcr means a rule, a meafure ; and in Hebrew 
tdniam or thdmam DDH, fulnefs and perfection; infi^ in the language of the negroes, 

T T 

the lower parts, the foundation \ in Hebrew if a, which is written fiah fignifies 

lower parts; foundation. Kfima, to approach, to meet: ai Hebrew koum □''p, to rife up, 
and go and meet. Lika, to cat; in Hebrew lakam, yriiicii is written lakham Dn*7j .'^.gnifies 

the fame thing ; and likenr or Ickhem DriV, means bread. The letter H, as we have 

remarked, does not enter into the pronunciation of thefe Africans. The little pradlice 
which the compofitors have in Hebrew, does not permit us to augment, as we might 
eafily do, the lift of fimilar words. 

The connedions of this language with the Greek, appear equally marked. Befide* 
fevcral conftrudions of fimilar phrafes, there are, as we have obferved, feveral verbs 
which change their initials, and take augments and double letters as with the Greeks. 
There are to be found alfo a great number of words which differ little from Greek 
words, and fignify the fame thing: Bajita, which is pronounced Bajitou, means, 
like the baftleus, Bao-iAtu? of the Greeks, chief, man of dignity. Bcnibo, noife, found 
of voice ; in Greek bembex noife of wind. Bima, pafte, bialia, viduals; dn 

Greek j3iof, life, and what belongs to life. Doko, to walk or follow ; in Greek diokoy 
itwKui, I purfue. Foulla, to blow; in Greek follis bellows. Kama, a mound, 

an obftacle; in Greek kamax, xeifAa.^, a ftake, a prop. Mazia, the waters, the fources; 
in Greek mazes the nurfe’s teat. Baia, poor, little; in Greek bates, 6*10?, 

fmall, fingle, and without fupport. l^i.^na, fpace of time; in Greek mune, fAjun, delay. 
Munomai, ^AwofAon, t'*- temporize. Nota, cloud, thick fog; in Greek notis, k>tk, humi¬ 
dity. Paka, ftable where animals are fliut up; in Greek padoo, ttxxVu, I fliut up. 
Pakoua, revenues, domains of the king; in Greek pacus, rich. Dobo, gift, pre- 

fent; in Greek Soo, Si<a, I give. Pena, pain, mifery, inquietude; in Greek penes, 
pones, ■srivnf, vrovoi, pain, travail, inquietude, &c. 

There are alfo to be found feveral words which feem to have come from the Larin, 
fuch as mfa, table; pq^, fuffering; mongo, mountain; mine, morning ; bene, much, 
largely, ftrongly. N’zala, zeal, hafte; zelus is employed in the fame fenfe by feveral 
Latin authors, l/ia, the inteftines ; the fame word fignifies the fame thing in I.atin. 

We pretend not in this place to aflign all the relations which this language may havft 
with the ancient tongues : we have contented ourfelvcs with citing fome of thofe which 
ftruck us moft, and without deciding of ourfelves, we leave the informed reader, and him 
who is verfed in antiquities, to decide whether we may not rcafonably fufpe£t fome 
analogy between thefe languages ; and, fuppofing that he judges fo, to explain how it 
%ould have happened that the language of the Jews, Greeks, and Romans, Ihould have 
concurred to fonn that of the Africans. 


CHAP. XX.— 0 / the Religion and its Minljie^s. 

THESE people, in order not to expofe their religion to contempt, are ve.ry referved in 
fpeaking of it to Europeans; and it is only by the long fojourn that the miflionarics have 
VOL. XVI. 4 o made 
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made among them that they have difeovered, at leaft in part, what conftitutes the objeft 
of their fuperftitions. 

They acknowledge a Supreme Being, who, having no origin, is himfelf the origin 
of all things. They believe he has created all that is fine, all that is good in the univerfe ; 
that being by nature jufl, he loves juft ice in others, and feverely punifties fraud and 
perjury. I'hey call him Zambi ; they take his name in teftimony of the truth ; and 
they regard per jury as one of the greateft of crimes ; they even pretend that a fpecies of 
malady called Ziirnbi-a-n-ponpu, is the punifliment of it j and they fay, when they fee 
one attacked with it, “ there’s a perjured man.” 

Befidcs this juft and perfect God, they admit another, to whom they give quite dif¬ 
ferent attributes ; the firft created all, the latter would deftroy all; he delights in the 
diforder and evil which he caufes among men ; it is he who counfels them to injuftice, 
perjury, thefts, poifonings, and all crimes ; he is the author of accidents, lofles, dif- 
eafes, barrennefs of land, in a word, of all the iniferies which afllift humanity, and even 
of death itfclf; they call him Zambi-a~n'bi, God of wickednefs. Here may be perceived 
the error of the IVIanichteans touching the Divinity. It appears natural enough that 
man who is not enlightened with the torch of revelation, confidering the evils of all 
kinds which btfet him from his entrance into the world to his departure, flidUld ftudy 
to difeover the caufe, and that, ignorance being one of the greateft diforders of his foul, 
he fhould be bewildered in his conjeftures on matters fo much above his faculties. 

It is true, that the philofophers of antiquity have attained, by dint of reafon alone, to 
a furmife of the truth, and have been able to fay, that man doubtlefs was not born fo 
unhappy except in punifliment of fome crime which was imputed to him, though he 
knew it not; the people of whom we fpeak did not carry their philofophy I'o far, and, 
little fuppofing that it was in man himfelf that we muft feck the principle of the evils 
which afflift man, they believed, while they fliut their eyes on the want of confequence 
to the fuppofition, that they could not difpenfe with acknowledging a maleficent divinity; 
but no fooncr was a glinipfe of the truth flicwn (hern upon this point, than they feized 
it as if of their own accord ; the liiftory of the fall of the firft man and the dogma of 
original fin, wftiich Ihock and I'candalize the proud reafon of our modern pliiiofophers, 
are to them a fatisfaclory unravelling, and, as it were, the firft ftep which conduds them 
to the faith of a foie Supreme Being, fovercignly perfect, who is the author of all good, 
and who permits evil without participating in it. It appears to them much more rea- 
fonable to believe what is above the reach u) reafon, than what is at variance with ir,— 
a myllery rather than a contradiction, the cxiftence of original fin, rather than that ol 
two rival deities. 

^ They w'ho know only the theology of the country, perfuaded that the good God will 
always be fuflicicntly favourable, think only of appcafing the God of wickednefs: lonie, 
to render him propitious to them, never cat fowls or game; others eat only certain forts 
cf fifli, fruits, or vegetables ; not one among them but makes profcllion of abftaining 
all his life-time f rom fome fort of nourifliment. I’he only way of making him oft'erings 
is to let die under their feer, in honour of him, fome fhrubs laden with their fruits; the-^ 
banana treejs that which they confecrate to him in preference. 

They have idols,'which they honour lefs as gods than as interpreters of Divinity : 
they are wooden figures, rudely wrought, fome of which are as large as life; they are 
ftmt up in temples which are neither larger nor more richly ornamented than common 
houfes; fome of thefe idols are found in their towns and villages ; and fometimes, in 
woods and by-places, individuals go to confult them, to learn from them what will be 
the fuccefs ot their undertakings. Some believe that they now and then fpeak, but all 

believe 
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believe that they infpire thofe who confult them. When a confiderable robbery has 
been committed of which they know not the perpetrators, they go to feek an idol, which 
they bring to the public place with found of drums and trumpets, in the belief that it 
will tell them who are guilty ; if thefe do not appear, they bring a more celebrated idol, 
multiplying their fongs and religious ceremonies; then they who have fome knowledge 
of the theft, think themfelves obliged to come and declare it; frequently the culprits 
themfelves, intimidated by the pomp of the ceremonies, hint to the perfons interetted to 
let it ceafe, and the thing ftolen fhall be reftoreci, which is done without delay. 

Befides thefe idols of the firft order, there are other' which private perfons keep by 
them, and which they honour through a vain confidence, without ever addre.l’i.g any 
prayers to them. Several perfons alfo carry in their girdles finall marmoi'ets, fifh teeth, 
and birds’ feathers, as prefervatives againft accidents with which they are or fancy them¬ 
felves menaced for mifdeeds. All of them, after having tilled their field, take care, in 
order to rid it of barrennefs, to ftick in the ground in a particular manner, branches 
of certain trees with fome bits of broken pots. They perform nearly the fame opera¬ 
tion before their huts, when they have to abfent themfelves for a confiderable time ; and 
the mofl,determined robber dares notcrofs the threfhold, when he fees it defended by 
thefe inyftcrious figns. 

The minifters of religion arc called Gnnga ; they are as ignorant as the reft of the 
people, but greater rogues. The oldclt among them fubmit to ordeals, and an infinity 
of ridiculous ceremonies are impofed on thofe who wifli to become members of their 
body. No one doubts that the Gavga hold commerce with the God of wickednefs, and 
that they know the fitteft means of appeafing him. It appears that there is as much or 
even more confidence placed in them than in their idols j they arc confulted refpeOiing 
futurity and the difeovery of the moft fecret things; the people afle of them, as they do 
of the king, rain and fair w'cather. It’s believed that by virtue of their enchantments, 
they can render themfelves invifible, and pafs through doled doors, were they of the 
hardeft wood or evcu of iron. 

It has never been remarked that the Ganga oft'er any fort of facrifices to the Divinity ; 
and confidering the fundions of their miniftry, they do not deferve any names but 
thofe of diviners, magicians, or tellers of good fortune. There are fome among them, 
as w'e have obferved, who pradife medicine, and w'ho make a trade of curing the fick 
by the found of inftruments, by breathings, and by incantations. 

At the birth of children the G^enga are called in, who impol'e on them fome fuper- 
ftitious pradices to which they are to be faithful all their lives, and of which their 
mothers are obliged to remind them w'hen they come to years of diLretion. Thefe 
praftices are more or lefs auftere and ridiculous in proportion as the G( 7 nga is infpired at* 
the moment ; but whatever they be, thofe to whom they are preferibed never fad to 
adhere to them religioufly. 

The miflionaries faw in the village of Loubou, in the kingdom of Loango, a boy 
^d a girl to whom marriage was forbidden, and who w^ere obliged on pain of death to 
obferve a perfed continency all their lives. It is not known w'hethcr this law was com¬ 
mon with others ; whether it had been impofed from the time of their Jbirth by the Ganga, 
or whether they had voluntarily preferibed it to thenlfelves ; m othti rel'peifts nothing 
diftinguiflied them from the common people; they held no miniftry in the religion. 
There are fome families who faithfully obferve, without knowing why, ttie pradice of 
circumcifion. 

The Ganga, who in other refpeds do not pique themfelves on uniformity in their 
dodrine, unanimoufly teach every body that there would be an extreme danger in eating 

4 G 2 par ridges. 
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partridges, and no one dare hazaM the experiment. All the inhabitants of the country 
dread them, as fatal and ill-omen’d birds; they dpecially dread their cry. They who 
have zeal for the public good kill as many of them as they can; and as they know that 
the Europeans m^e no fcruple in eating them, they carry them to the ftorcs which 
they find on the coafts, where they obtain liberal fupplies of powder and ball to kill more,. 
When they are alked why they have fuch an averfion to eating game fo delicate, and 
of w hich foreigners make a feaft ? they anfwer, that apparently what is good for one 
country is not good for another, and as loT themfelves they know well that no fooner 
lliould they have eaten of it than tlieir fingers would have dropped from their hands. 

Though the people who inhabit thefc climates have Ikins ol the fineft black, there 
does not however want an example of a child preferving the colour which all have 
when they are born, and its prefervi ng it during life as white as that of an European. 
It is remarked, that this fort of whites have always fandy or red hair and beards, weak 
eye-fight, and hefitating looks. This error of nature, far from being a dilgrace to 
thofe on whom it falls, conciliates the rcfpcci: and veneration of the people for them ; 
they are placed above the i^angu, they are regarded as extraordinary men and quite 
divine ; fo much fo, that the miffionaries faw one whofe hairs w'crc fold as reliques, 
which, it was faid, had the virtue of preferving the bearer from all kinds of accidents. 

The miffionaries, ever fince their arrival in ihefe countries, employed themfelves in 
. a particular manner, in finding out what was the opinion of the people on the nature of 
the foul, and its deftiny ; and they found, there was only one fentiment on this head ; 
that all believed the foul to be fpiritual, and that it furvived the body ; without however 
knowing what was its date after feparation from the body, whether joy or pain ; they 
only fay, “ that they believe it flies from the towns and villages, and flutters in the 
air above the woods and forefts, in the way which the Deity pleafes.” 

They who inhabit the farthefl: hmds, and who have never had any connexion w'ith 
foreigners, think on this point with thofe who frequent the Europeans, and conlluntly 
anfwer the miffionaries, who alk them what becomes of man after death : “ that his 
body rots in the earth, but that his foul, being a fpiritual fubltancc, is incapable of 
diflblution, and fubfids always.” 

This dateinent of the negroes on the immortality of the foul, joined to their uncer¬ 
tainty refpetting its date after feparation from the body, infpircs them at once with 
great refpeft for the dead, and great fear of ghods ; fince they never fail, in order to 
acquit themfelves well toward their parents and friends, to celelnate their obfequies 
with all the pomp they can afi'ord. As foon as the fick perfon has breathed his lalt, 
the miniders of medicine retire, as well as the playets of indruinents ; his neared re- 
Jatives take podeffion of the body, which they exalt on a fcadbld, under which they 
light a fire, which throws up a thick fmoke. When the corpfc is fufliciently fmoked, 
they expofe it for fome days in the open air, placing befnlc it a perfon who has nothing 
t« do but to drive away the flies that want to come nigh it. I'hen they wrap it in a 
prodigious quantity of foreign duffs, or dufl's of the country. They judge of the riches, 
of the heij's by the quality of their Ituffs, and of their afledion for the dead by the 
thicknefs of the rpller. The mummy thus dreffed is taken to a public place, and 
fometimes lodged in a fort of nic*he, where it remains a greater or lefs lime according 
to the rank it occupied in the world when living. The Ihorted expofure is always 
for feveral months, and it often lads a whole year. During all this lime the parents, 
the neared relatives, the friends, and above all, thefpoufes of the dead, who have placed 
their huts near the fpot where it is expofed, affemble regularly every evening to weep, 
fing, and dance round the funeral lodge. 


On 
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On the eve of the day fixed for interment, they enclofe the body with all the ftuffs 
that envelope it in a large coffin wrought by art, in the' form of a tun. On the morrow, 
when all the relatives and friends are arrived, they put the coffin on a fort of funeral car, 
to which men are yoked j and they fet forward. Care has been taken to level the roads 
by which the convoy had to pafs. For the illuftrious dead, fuch as kings and princes, 
they cut new ones acrofs the plains, of the breadth of thirty or forty feet; along the 
road they make the grcatcft noife poffible ; they dance, fing, play on inftruments, and 
all this is done with the greateft demonftrations of grief. Frequently the fame perfon 
dances, fings, and weeps at the fame time. When rlicy reach the burial place, which 
is fometimes very far from the town or village, thr; lower the coffin into a hole about 
fifteen feet deep, cut like a well, which they infiantly fill with earth. Th * !ch often 
inter with the dead his favourite jewels, fome pieces of coral or filver. 1 here are fome 
who raife the tomb, and place by it eatables, animals’ teeth, or fome antiquities by which 
the deceafed fet the greateft ftorc, and which were formerly the inftruments of his 
fuperftition. 

Though thefe people are minute obfervers of the pradices of the religion their fathers 
have taught them, the miffionaries remarked, that they were not headllrong in them. 
They blindly follow prejudices which no one had hitherto undertaken to rid them of; 
but they have good fenle enough to feel the vanity of their obfervanccs, the ridicule 
which attaches to their fuperftitions, and have too much good faith not to admit it, 
when occafion ferves. All thofe to whom miffionaries have fpoken of religion, even 
the princes and grandees of the country have confeffed to them, that they had little 
confidence in their idols and their minifters, “ but,” added they, “ no one hitherto 
has ipoken to us of the Deity otherwife than our fathers did ; we know that European 
minifters have given fublime ideas of him to feveral of our neighbouring people, and 
that they have taught them how he muft be honoured, but they have not come as far 
as us j Itay yourfelves , you fliall "nke us know the truth, we will be docile in Ibllow- 
ing it.” 
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A VOYAGE TO SENEGAL, 

THE ISLE OF GOREE, AND THE RIVER GAMBIA. 


By M. Adanson, Correfpondent of the Royal Academy of Sciences. 


Tranflated from the French. —With Notes by an Englifh Gentleman, who refided 

fome Time in that Country *. 


THE translator’s PREFACE. 


F is a maxim eftabliflied by a celebrated philofopher of antiquity, that if a young man 
is ambitious to raife a reputation in the worlds or to improve in knowh dge and wfdoniy 
he Jhould travel into foreign countries This feems to have been ftroiigly verified by 
the learned M. Adanfon, author of the following voyage. The love of natural hiftory, 
and an ardent defirc of fame, excited this gentleman very early in life to exchange 
his native foil for the burning fands of Senegal; where he fpent five years, in making 
a diligent inquiry into the various curiofities, natural and artificial, of Negroland. 
Hitherto we had received but very imperfedt accounts from that part of Africa, former 
adventurers having had no notion of improving their minds, but their fortunes; fo that 
their relations are confined to the auri facra fames, the purchafe of flaves, teeth and 
dull, with other materials of gain. Our author is the firft philofopher, who adventured 
to vifit the torrid zone, for the propagation of knowledge; and who, in fearch of this 
valuable treafure, may be truly faid, to have encountered more monllcrs, than thofe 
ancient heroes, reprefented in fabulous ftory to have gone in purfuit of the golden 
fleece. 

He begins his obfervations at his departure from Port L’Orient, tlie third of March, 
1749, and does not finiih them till five years after, in the month of March, 1754. 
By the general account of his voyage, we find, that during this time he employed 
himfelf chiefly, in the mofl; curious refearclies oi natural hiflory ; confulting rather his 
zoatfor the advancement of learning, than his bodily firength, which was often put 
to the fevereft trials. We Ihudder even at the perufal of* the many hardfliips he went 
through, to fatisfy his own and the public curiofity ; either in walking over the burning 
fands of the deferts of Alrica, expofed to the fcorching heats of the f un j or in traverf- 
ing rivers and torrents, upon the back of a negro, who was frequently up to his chin 
in water; or in,defending himfelf againft tigers, wild boars, crocodiles, ferpents, and 
other favage beafts, befides the many floxious infefts with which thofe deferts abound. 

A philofopher like M. Adanfon, whofe aim in travelling is to fee and to learn, 
takes notice of every thyig that falls in his way. From fo exadl and judicious a nar¬ 
rative, one may therefore form.a jult idea of this part of Africa; a country overfpread 


London 1759, 8vo. 


f Fhiioftratua in Apollonio. 


with 



ADANSON’s voyage to SENEGAL, tlCk 599 

with mifery, the natural confequence of lazinefs.; Thus he informs us of whatever* 
relates to the manners and. cuftoms of the negroes^ to their drefs, habitations, repafts, 
dances, fuperllitions, and poverty ; neither does he forget to mention their fociability, 
good-nature, docility, and refpcdl for the French nation, which, we make no doubt, 
but they will be equally ready to {hew to the new conquerors of Senegal *. He like- 
wife takes notice oi the Moors of that country, a nation very different from the negroes, 
but almofl as poor and as indolent. Our author lived and converfed with thole dif. 
ferent people, and met wi h fo kind a reception from them, as muft be an encourage¬ 
ment to thole, who fliall have occafion to trade to t’r't coufl, lince the French fcttle- 
rnents have been fo glorioully reduced by the arms < . Great Britaui. 

In regard to ihe authcnticily cf this narrative, we may venture to rff m, that 
noihin<r ol the kind has been puldif t d, with luch ftrong marks of ' eraciry, fince 
Lortl Anfort’s voyage, 'i'lte cha.raekr of ou)' author, and hi,s learned improvements, 
are well knovti at i^aris, where he went through a courfe of fludy under Meflieurs 
de Junieu, of the Royal Academy of Sciences. Upon expreffing an earnefl defire of 
going over to Africa, w'ith a view of making difcovcries in tite n uura! hiltory of that 
country, he was introduced to M. David, Director of the Kail India Company, who 
recoinnicndcd him in the warmcfl manner to M. de la Bruef, director genera! of the 
fticdory cf Senegal. Idicfe arc public fads, which evidently prove him to be a man of 
chaiac'fer and abilities, and every v\ay qualified for this arduous talk, fo greatly con¬ 
ducive to the advancement of learning and commerce. As to his manner of executing 
it, we need only to inenlion the high approbation of the Royal Academy of Sciences, 
which we fhall infcrt here at full length, as a lafling monument of the author’s extraor¬ 
dinary me’rit. 


T-xiraB from the Rs^'Jkn of il\ ^.oyal Academy of Sciences, Dec. the 1756. 

lyrKSSlFATRS de Rcaunuir and de Jullieu junior, having been appointed to examine 
a work, written by nl. Adanfon', correfpondent of the Academy, and intiticd, 
A v(jyay;e to Semyiil, pi formed during ihe leans 1749 , ^750, 1751 , ^ 7 S.h 

isfe. iind having made their report, the Academy is of opinion, that the ingenious 
notions, c.xad defei iptions, and judielous obfervations of the author, afford rcafon to 
believe, that hi.s \\ cu k will l;e acceptable to the public, and deferves the approbation 
of the Academy. In witntl's hereof 1 have ligned the prefent cerdlictite. Pari.s, Dec. the 
4th, 1756. 

Grand Jean do Fouchy, perpetual fecretary of die Royal Academy 
of Sciences. 


• This is to be nndei ftooU, provided they meet with .the like good ufage tliey have been fo long ac- 
cuftoitied to. * 

-j- Tliis gentleman being mentioned with great refpcA by our author, in fevcral pait.s of this voyage, the 
reader will not peiln.p!, bt difjjleatfd with a furtlier account of his cl,.trader. - He lived 37 years on his 
government, during which tin e his couilaut lludy wa- to Verve not only his country, but the whole human 
fpecies. I lhall give hut out it'llancc of his uuiveifal benevoknice. Having Iftirned that the Moors, in the 
neighl'ourhood, either made capti'its, or killed, Uuh Europeans as had flie ml.Tuitune to be (hipwrecked 
on their coall . he, from a principle of liumaiiity, offered a reward ot the talufeof twenty inoidores for 
every man in that condition, they Ihould bring to him alive. Thus he retlccmed, at different times, and 
lent home to tl'cir ii.ilive country, at his own expenfe, fourteen I^ritii!, fubjeds. He is alfo a man of* 
genius and leai niitg. The author of thiii note came to France with him, in the firft cat tel. 

AJVERTIStMENT. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

^HE reader will pleafe to obfcrve, that the French names of feveral places, animals, 
trees, &c. have been retained in the tranflation, as well becaufe fome of them feem 
to be of African original, others have been received in late ufe by the natives, and 
others, in fine, (which we may fay of moft of them) were fuch as we could not 
find proper terms to exprefs in our language. In regard to the notes interfperfed 
throughout this work, they were communicated by an Englifli gentleman, of high 
charafter and reputation, who refided fome time in that country, and whofe name 
would do us honour, were wc at liberty to mention it. 


A VOYAGE TO SENEGAL, ^c. 

JT has been long obferved, that moft people come into the world with an inclination 
to fome particular ftudy or profelGon, which grows up and is ftrengthencd with 
years. Whatever views our parents may have had in our education, the predominant 
tafte always prevtuls, and, generally fpeaking, determines the purfuits or occupations 
of the reft of our life. Having in my very early days felt a particular liking to the 
ftudy of philofophy and natural hiftory, I found my inclinations averfe from the pro- 
feffion for which my parents defigned me, which was that of the church ; and therefore 
I refigned a benefice, with which I had been already provided, that I might be entirely 
at liberty to purfue the ftudy of natural philofophy. 

The branch I firft took up with was that of botany, which I confidered as one of 
the moft engaging ftudies, not only from its confiderable ufe in life, but from its 
agreeable variety. The opportunity I had of attending the lefitures of MelT. de Julfieu 
at the king’s gardens, led me thither very often j and the ftrong paffion I felt for 
that fcience, together with my conftant application, foon made me known to thofe 
gentlemen. I cannot fufficiently exprefs my acknowledgment to thofe two great 
mafters, under whofe direflion 1 firft began that vaft career, which I have not yet 
finifhed. The fpirit of obfervation and inquiry, fo remarkable in M. Bernard de 
Juffieu, and which he transfufes, as it were, into thofe who fympathife with him in 
the fame kind of ftudies, took with me immediately, and by degrees led me on from 
the ftudy of plants to that of minerals, and from thence to that of animals, infefts, and 
ftielh; in fhort, to every branch of natural hiftory. 

From that time I had accefs to the king’s cabinet, and to thofe of M. de Reaumur 
and Meff. de Juffieu ; there I laid a foundation of knowledge, to qualify me for making 
obferVations of every kind: and as a little aftronomy feemed conducive to my purpofe, 
I learnt as much as was neceffary under M. le Monnier. 

After I had gone through a courfe of ftudy for upwards of fix years, under the 
direftion of thoie celebr-ated academicians, I made known the intention, which I had 
long fince formed, of going abroad for further improvement. The obfervations of 
thofs gentlemen on diflerent branches of the natural hiftory of France had very nearly 
exhaufted the fubjecl; I thereiore concluded that nothing could be of greater fervice 
to me, than to employ a part of my youthful days in a voyage to fome diftant and 
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unfrequented country, from a perfuafion that I ihould return with feveral difcoveries, 
which would be new to Europe. I was fenfible that the equmo£kial parts of Africa 
had not been vifited by any naturalift, confequently that a vaft field was open to me, 
where 1 might reap a plentiful harveft of obfervations. 

It was not, I confefs, a fmall undertaking, for me alone to execute a work, which 
requires the joint labours of perlbns well ikilled in botany, natural philofophy, anatomy, 
and defign. This confideration however did not deter me ; and I declared my inten¬ 
tion to my late father, who introduced me, the beginning of the year 1748, to M. David, 
knight of the order of St. Michael, and direftor of t’ e Eall-India company, to whom 
he was very well known. M. David, attentive to wlnitever may be of ufe to commerce, 
greatly approved of my defign, and expreffed vaft joy at an undertaking, -vlach might 
be as ferviceable to natural philofophy as to the commerce of the .honourable Eaft-India 
company. He got me a place in the fadory of Senegal, and promil'ed me my paffage 
on board the iirft fliip which fliould fet out immediately after the publication of the 
peace. I was greatly charmed to find my wiflies fulfilled, and I fet out from Paris the 
20th of December the fame year, in order to take my paflage at Port I’Orient in one 
of the company’s ftiips. 

The winter was ftill very fevcrc when I embarked, the 3d of March 1749, on board 
the Chevalier Aparin, commanded by M. Dapres de Mannevillette. We fet fail about 
ten o’clock in the morning, and got out of harbour in company with two fmall vcflels, 
which w'ere defigned for the fame port with us. The wind being at N. E. foon carried 
us out to fea; the beauty and ferenity of which afforded us a moft delightful prolpedf. 
An infinite number of porpoifes, or fea-hogs, dancing about our ftiip, feemed to wilh 
us a happy voyage. 

Thcfe fifties are faid to move conftantly againft the wind ; and the failors can foretell 
by their motion, which way it is to blow. Though this may not be true on all occa- 
fions, it was fo at leaft on this; u. we did not long enjoy that agreeable ferenity. 
The wind foon chopped about, and blew fo hard from the S. E. that the fea grew very- 
rough in a fliort time. 

No fooner had we reached the latitude of 36, than we began to find the fea more 
calm. A frefh gale fprung up at N. N. E. fo that we had very agreeable weather after 
the ftorm, and were enjoying the pleafure of a fine climate, when we efpied land the 
6th of April. This was the Peak of Teneriff, which appeared to us in the form of a 
pyramid, or more properly of a fugar-loaf, the fides of which were ftuck with feveral 
points. Though according to our reckoning we were diftant from thence upwards 
of fourteen leagues at N. E., it feemed to us to be raffed under an angle of above five 
degrees. At this diftance, it had more the appearance of a cloud than of a mounta|p, 
by reafon of its whitenefs; and nothing but its ftability could make us diftinguifli it. 
Sometimes it'^was perceived above, and at other times below the clouds, according as 
thefe were more or lefs diftant from us. The nearer we drew towards it, keeping it 
always to the fouth-caft, the more it feemed to be upon a level with the neighbouring 
mountains; fo that when we were within four leagues, It was no Ibi^lger poffible for 
us to diftinguilh it from the reft. In this pofition the ifiand pf TenerlS’ feemed to 
be a clufter of mountains, joined fo clofe to each other, that -vc could only difeem 
their tops. 

The notice we had taken of the ifle of Teneriff, purpjant t.) the eftablilhed cuftom 
of veffels trading to the coall of Africa, was fufficient to dire£l us in the remainder of 
our courfe to Senegal; and we Ihould have followed it, had our prefent circumftances 
permitted. But the greatett part of our water and provifions had been confumed, 
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during the delay occafioned by contrary winds off Cape Finifterre; and 'i^hat little 
remained, was infuflicient to complete our voyage; fo that we were under an abfolutc 
neceffity of putting into fome harbour, in order to take in a frefh fupply of provifions. 
Being fo near land, it would have been imprudent to let flip the opportunity: we 
therefore kept failing till night, and then lay by. 

The day following we made the harbour of Santa Cruz, in the eaftern part of the 
ifland, where we anchored in torry-five fathom water, the length of three cables from 
lam’ This place greatly refembles a road for fliipping, becaufe it is very open; yet 
if wt'uld be a pretty good harbour, if it had but lafe anchorage: but being a rocky 
bottom, it is apt to let the anchors flip, and to cut the cables. However, it is a very 
wholefome phee. The whole day was fpeut in mooring the fhip, and fecuiing its 
ancliors. VVe likewife amufed ourlelves with fiflting for mackrcl. This feemed to be 
ahnoft t'hcor.ly t^fli that could be found in that fpot; and there was fuch plenty thereof, 
that a!i the ir.ackrf! of the neighbouring feas feemed to have made this their rendezvous. 
We had raile to throw out our line, and we were fure of catching fifli} and frequently 
wiih-out bail. 

I'he people of the country catch this fifli in a better manner. As foon as the night 
fets in, and the lea is calm, they light up flambeaus, and fpread themfelves withjhcir 
boats all over the harbour, for about a league in circumference. When they come to 
the fpot where there feems to be the greatefl plenty of tifli, they flop their boats, hold¬ 
ing the flatiibeau above the water, in fuch a manner as that it fliall give light without 
duzzl ng their eyes; and as foon as they fee the fifli fporting on the furface of the 
waves, ami gathering round the light, they cad their net, and drag it immediately 
into their boat: thus they continue till their quantity is completed. 

While this amufement lafted, w^e were vifited every minute by fifhermen, who came 
on board our fliip to fell their commodity ; and indeed we had it very cheap. The 
Canary mackrel is not of the fame fort as that of Europe ; it is not fo broad, but 
much fmaller, though very long ; the flein is of a deep blue on the back, gf a iilver 
colour on the belly, and agreeably flreaked. The flefh is white and firm, but fome- 
what dry; and though inferior to our European mackrel, flill it is very well tailed. 

The d ly following wc had leave to go afliore. ’J’he fea w'as very calm in the road ; 
but it was quite another thing on the fea-fide; where there was a lurf that would have 
frightcnecl the molt intrepid. As it is all covered with pebbles, which form a very 
fleep bank, and are alternately impelled and repelled by the fea, it is very difficult 
landing. They are obliged to make ufe of the furge which drives towards fliore, and 
to take care that the boat is not turned about, nor carried back to fea. For which 
pivrpofe there are feveral failors waiting on the fea-fide ; who, as foon as they fee the 
furge approaching, flop into tlie water, lay faff hold on the boat, then lift it up with 
the people in it, and carry it afhore in a mofl: dexterous manner. 

A»fier we had landed we found, at the diflance of a hundred paces from the fea-fide, 
the town of Santa Cruz, fituale in the eaft part of the ifland, as well as the harbour to 
which it gives its name. This town is neither fortified, cor i'urrounded with walls. 
It ,tands on a plain afiicnding from the fea, and terminating in a narrow piece of land. 
Very flat, white, and fandy, about a'league in extent towards the fouth. The town is 
four nundred fathoms in length, and fifty in breadth. It contains three hundred 
houfes, built of ftone, and three flories high. The number of inhabitants is about three 
thoufand, all Spaniards, who in their cufloms and manner of living differ but very 
little from thofe- of Europe. 


Within 
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Within’three leagues weft of this city, following the gorges of the mountains, which 
form an infenfible afcent, we found the town of Laguna, capital of the ifland. It is 
fituated at the foot of the Peak above-mentioned. This mountain, which bears the 
name of the Peak of Teneriff, is in 28 degrees 12 minutes north latitude, and 18 degrees 
52 minutes weft longitude of Paris. We found its height to be above two thoul'and 
fathoms, that is, near a league perpendicular, which makes it one of the higheft moun¬ 
tains in the univerfe. It is faid that the top of it is covered with fnew the whole year 
round, and that it fometimes throws out combuftible matter, without much noil'e. 
It ftands nearly in the middle of the ifland, and is fn rounded with a great number of 
mountains, which are alinoft half a league in perpendicular height, /it the foot of 
thcle mountains you fee feveral gutters like frightful precipices, which a’'e oitentimes 
above a hundred feet wide, and two hundred deep. They are made by the water- 
floods precipitated thither during the ftorms; and as foon as thofe floods are gone, the 
bottom is left quite bare. 

The foil of this ifland is of a reddifh call, not at all deep, but extremely fruitful. 
In the gorges of the mountains to the north and call part ; of the town, you fee 
the finclt groves of orange, citron, and lemon-trees of all forts. There are alfo 
pomegranate and fig-trees all over the ifland. Btfides the choiceft, fruits in Europe, 
the inhabitants of Tenerilf have thofe of Africa, as bananas, papayas, and ananaS, 
or pine apples, which they plant in their gardens. The molt ungratefel lands 
produce caiob-trces, and melons of every kind, efpecially water melons. In the 
vallies you fie fields of the fineli corn in the world, variegated at i-cgular diftances 
w'ith rows of dragon-trees *, which in their height and figure greatly refemble the 
majefti’c tallnefs of the ptilmctto-trce f. 

'i'he mountains are laid out in vineyards, which have acquired a high reputation 
by their excellent wines, known by the name of Canary and Malmfey. The former 
is extracted from a large grape, hich makes a ftrong heady liquor, and is the 
common wine. The latter is made of a fmall grape, (he berry of which is round 
and valtly fvveet; and the juice fqueezed from it has likewile a fweeter and more 
agreeable flavour, which gives it greatly the advantage of the other. The quality 
of ihcfe wines is commonly attributed to the climate, and to the nature of the foil; 
but I appiehciid that the culture and form of the vineyards contributes at leall as much 
to their goodnefs. Their method, as I have feen pradifed in the neighbourhood of 
Santa Cruz, is as follow'S: I hey pitch upon a hill that has an advantageous expofiiioii 
to the foulh, preferable to any other: the lower p^rt they plant with vines, to an 
afcent of two hundred feet at the moft. Upon the whole ground defigned for the vines, 
they ered little walls breaft high, at the diftance of four or five feet from one another. 
Thefe ferve for feveral purpofes; in the firft place, by upholding the earth, they hinder 
the roots of the tree from being laid bare j fecondly, they withhold the rain- waters, 
which would oiherwife run down the hills, without loaking the earth ; laftly, they in- 
creafe the refledion of the fun-beams, and procure a greater heat to the vine. I'rue 
it is, that as thefe walls arc made of dry Hone, fymmctncally ranged without mortar 
or mud, part of them tumble down fometimes in heavy rainj: but the mifehief is 
quickly repaired, and may even be prevented, by laying above the uppermoll wall a 
row of large ftones fomewhat inclined, to break the forte of the waters, and divert 
their ftream. 


# 

t 


Draco arbor. Clufti. 

A kind of palm tree, the leaves of wUid> open like a fan. 
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The back dF thefe mountains, on the north fide, is barren and uncultivated. The 
profped it affords to the eye, is an amphitheatre of bare rocks, the colour of flate, cut 
into vertical parallelopipedons, from fix to eight feet high, and from three to four 
broad, the angles very acute. They may be confidercd as lb many precipices railed one 
above the other. When you have reached the top, you are fuddenly ravilhed with a 
profpeft bounded only by the horizon of the fca j you find yourfelf railed far above 
the clouds, through which you may defcry, at the diftance of twelve leagues to the 
fouth, Canary and the other neighbouring illands. Here, inllead of treading upon 
earth, I was amazed to find nothing under my feet but alhes, pumices, and burnt Hones, 
fragments of which I faw likewife fcattered here and there as I defcended ; but the 
greatcft part of them are fallen down to the foot of the mountains, and even to the 
fea-fide. 

Where the earth was open, I perceiveil under the pumices a Hone in large mafles, 
of the colour of Hate, and a good deal like the bare rocks which I had obferved 
on the ridge of the mountains. This Hone bears fo great referablance to that which is 
melted by volcanoes, and the comparifon 1 made between it and the lavas which M. 
de Jullieu had received not only from the volcanoes in Italy, but likewife from that of 
the ifle of Bourbon, confirmed this reieinblance in luch a m.niner, tliat 1 think we 
cannot, nor ought we to give it any other name. The like remark 1 made in the 
gutters, and in the quarry that has been dug in the neighbourhood of Santa Cruz ; 
there we find the fame mafles underneath a very irregular llratum of burnt lloues; and 
they are cut into pieces for the ufe of building. Tlic external and internal appearance 
of thefe mountains, the lavas of which they are entirely formed, and the feveral burnt 
Hones which lie I'catfercd as far as the lea fliore, leave no room to doubt but tliat each 
of the mountains, of which the ifle of 'rene-ill is coinpofeJ, owes its original to a 
particular volcano, which, after undennining it inwardly, at length has entirely fpent 
itfelf: and this fubterraneous operation is Hill continued under the Peak, that huge 
mountain, which vomits fire irom time to time. 

There is never a river in this iflund, bocaufe of the fmallnefs of it,> circumference. 
The inhabitants fupply the want thereof by wooden pipes, which communicate with the 
fprings in the mountains: niid from thence the water is conveyeti to the town, the 
diHancc of about half a leagne. I’liis water being hard anti crude, they filtrate it 
through a Hone which is very common in their e]uarrics. It is a kind of lava, oi 
the colour of foot, in a medium betwixt the denfity of the grey lava, and tlie porofity 
of the pumice. 

The temperate climate of'rercrili', and the richnefsof its paHure, contribute greatly 
t* the goodnefs of t^ic cattle. They have fine herds of oxen, and excellent kid ; but 
mutton is not fo common. 'J'hcy breed all forts of poultry ; but game, efpecially wild 
fowl, is very rare. I took notice that the Canary-bird, which grows wliite in France, 
is kere almoH as grey as a linnet. This change of colour very likely is owing to the 
coldnefs of our climate. 

The pafiiou I had for herborizing, made me regret the backwardnefs of the fealen. 
MoH of the plants j>f2culiar to this country, were Hill concealed in the bofom of the 
earth ; neverthclefs my refearches'were not altogether fruitlefs. Near the fea-lhorc 
I touud two forts of fig-marygolds, otherwife called ficoides *: iheja/minoides, or baHard 

r 

* Ficoidea pvocun\brn8, portulacx folio, h'ljf. Mem. Acad. lyii. page 322. pi- 13. fig. !• 

Ailooii loliis.cuiiciformi-ovatis, floribiis feililibus. Linn. Hart. Upf. pag<- 127. 

Ficoidcs noftras, kali folio florc albo. 'I'ournef. Mem. Aead. 1705. page 241. 

Mefembryantheum foliia altiiniie, tcrciiufculis, obtufi*, ciliatis. JLinn. Hurt. Upf. page h^. 
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jafmine •, adorned the tops of precipices and gutters with its pendant branches, which 
were loaded with ripe fruit: and the corn-flag of t Provence enamelled the valleys 
and meadows with its flowers. As I traverfed the mountains, I perceived that the plants 
peculiar to them, feemed to affea: a certain height. For inftance, the kleinia and 
ibme new plants, which I purpofe to make known, always grow on the lower part, 
where the vineyards are generally planted. About the middle we faw only the tithy- 
malus §, or fpurge; and the top of all was covered with forefts of euphorbia^, whofe 
ftalks, though from twelve to fifteen feet high, appeared to me below, like fine mofs. 
The euphorbia and the iilhymalus were then in flower and furrounded with feveral forts 
of bind weed, witich twitted round their flems. In my walks I met with no more than 
one fort of lainl-lhcll, for the defeription and figure of which I refer to the hiftory of 
fliells, at the end of this relation 

I was every day more in love with this beautiful country. The mildnefs of a climate 
where it never freezes, the advantageous fituation of the ifland, and the variety of its 
productions, all together gave me infinite pleafure; fo that 1 fhould have Raid much 
longer if circumltances would have permitted. But as the fcafon was advancing, and 
we had taken in our fupply of water and provifions, we were obliged to think of 
refuming our voyage. 

The fifteenth of April we weighed anchor, and left the Ifle of Tcncrifi' after eight 
days refrelhment. The trade wdnds at N. E. were fo gentle as not to ruffle the fea, 
fo that we Ilcered a pleafant courfe till we reached the tropics. There we foon found 
by the bright ferene days, and exccHive heats, that we had changed climate the, third 
time : for in lefs than fix week.s we experienced wdnter, Ipring, funiiner, and the dog- 
days. In thefe latitudes the fea, when agitated in the night, feemed as if it were on 
fire, and marked our courfe by a l.reak of light w'hich the veliel left behind it. This 
phenomenon appeared to me very engaging, and I fpent leveral nights in inquiring 
into the caufe of it. 

We continued our courfe with the fame favourable weather till the 25th of April, 
when wc fiiund ourfelves within fight of the coalt of Senegal, i ne land is low, fandy, 
and very white, fo that with great difficulty could we difccni it, though it w'as very clear 
weather, anM w'c w'erc witliin three or four leagues of fliore; at length we fpied a 
thicket partly covered by the downs, whereby we knew that we were oft' the wood of 
Griel, that is, within two leagues north of the iftaud of Senegal. Not long after we 
faw hovering over the Ihip, a bird which feemed greatly tired, and defirous of reft: 
he pitched upon one of the malts; but a fowling-picce foon brouglst him down upon 
deck, d'his was too beautiful a bird to omit giving a lliort defcripiion of him. He 
greatly refembled a jay ** in the llze of his body, and the figure ol his beak and 
but he differed from him in Ionic other relpeds. His belly was of a pale blue, and his 
back fallow. His tail was adorned with two feathers, as long as the reft of h.s body ; 
and the colour both of the tail and of his wings, was the fincii Iky-blue that cye^^ould 
behold. I often had occafioii to fee this kind of jay iu the country of Senegal j but as 


* Jafminoiiles Africanum, jaftnini aculcati foliis, et facie. Mm. .kad. 1711I page 32a. pi. t2. 

f Gladioluc utrinque floridiis, flore rabro. C. B. pas^e 41. 

J Kleinia foliis laiu-eolali«, pla’.is, caulo lasvi, ventricof.). Linn. Hori. Cllf. page ',95. 

J Tithymalus dendroides liiiarisc fidiis ex inP.ila Caiiariiia. Pluh. Phj. ’ab.319. ii;'. i. 

II Euphorbia aculeata, niida. fubquinquangularis, acideis .uenuinatis. Linn. Hwt, CItJJ'. page 196. 
f Conchx univalves. 5th fort, pi. i. fig. 2. Pouchet. 

*• Garrulus argeutoratenfid. fFi 7 /«g. OmV^. page 89. tab. ao. 
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I afterwards found he is a bird of paflage, that comes to relide for fome monfhs of the 
fuinmer in the fouthern parts of Europe, and goes back to fpend the remainder of the 
year in Senegal, I would not omit mentioning that he is foraetimes met in his paflage 
at fea. 

The fame day we arrived before the fadory of Senegal. After having made the 
ufual fignals, and faluted the fort with our guns, we call anchor three leagues higher, 
at the mouth of the river Niger, in nine fathoms water, a llimy bottom, and good 
holding ground. Though wc were within half a league of the bar, tlse fea was very 
high ; and the winds blowing off the fliore, made a prodigious furl, which occafioned 
our (hip to roll in a llrange manner. Here v.'e were W'itncffcs to a fatal accident, which 
but too often happens at fea. We put out our boat, but unluckily it overfet, and one 
of the men was drowned. However, we did not flay long in the road ; a bbat was 
fent from the ille of Senegal, to carry us over the bar, and pilot us into the river. 

By a bar we underftand a particular agitation of the waves, which in pafling over a 
Ihoal fwell and rife to a fliect of water, from ten to twelve feet high, and afterwards 
break in the fall. No fooner has the firfl. wave had its efi'ecf, but jt is followed by a 
fecond, and this by a third. They begin to be perceptible at a hundrecl and fometiines 
a hundred and fifty fathoms from the coail, and are as formidable to large as to Irnall 
veffeis. A boat runs the danger of being overfet, and a fltip of being daflicd to pieces. 
This bar extends all along the' coafl of Senegal; at Icaii there are few places it d>)es 
not reach. Such was the danger we had to encnunler before we could enter this river, 
the mouth of which w'as covered by a bank of i'and, rgainif whieli the billows dallied 
with great violence. Luckily i'or us, we arrived at a time eff year when the fea is not 
fo boilterous, confequcntly when the bar is lels dliiieult to get over : we were piloted 
by negroes, all hearty fellows, and fo well acquainted with this navigation, that very 
rarely any accidents happen. 

The pilot boats belonging to the bar arc fmall-decked veffeis, from fifty to fixty tons, 
and fometimes larger. 1 hey generally fail wdth ballafl only, and feklom draw more 
than four or five feet water. The care of them is entirely committed to negroes, whom 
you muff not pretend either to contradict or advife. 'VVhen we v/ere on the bar, we 
were obliged to keep profound filence, that the pilot might not be in the leaft inter¬ 
rupted : fome hid thenil'clvcs through fear of being drowned, and fomc through 
apprehenfron of being wet: others, more imrcpkl than the reft, ft.ood upon deck to 
view the agitation of the waves. 1, as an oblerver, could not help placing myfclf in 
this ftation ; and for my pains I got thoroughly wet. We were above half a quarter 
of an hour in this dangerous paffage now lifted up by biilows which bended uiuler 
us,; and now toffed by others which dallied againft the Tides of the veffel, and covered 
it all over with water. One wave lifted us up very high, and then left us aground ; 
another came and took us up and was followed by others in the like fucceflion. At 
Jengfh, after being tolled in this manner for fome time, we faw ourfelves out of danger. 
As it is cuftomary on this occafion to make a handfome prefent to the negroes of the 
bar; each pafl'enger behaved generoufly towards them, and they were very well 
fatisfied. 

As foon as we entered the river Niger, we found ourfelve.s in a very gentle ftream, 
pf above three hundred fathoms in breadth, that is, four or five times broader than 
the Seine at Pont Royal. Its direction is exadlly north and fouth, parallel to the coaft, 

* Which flioal, o. bank of fand, our author Ihould have underllocd by a bar; but what he fays above, 
is only the effect of the llioal or bar. 1 only mean, tlie ihoal is the bar. _ 
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for the fpace of three leagues, from its mouth to the ifland of Senegal. The land on 

both fides is only one continued plain of quick, fands, extremely white, with a few downs 
fcattcred here and there, and continually fhifting according to the caprice qf the winds. 
The weftem bank forms a very low cape or narrow flip of land, which feparates the 
river from the fea, and whofe greateft breadth is not a hundred and fatl.oms: 
this is called Barbary Point. The eafterii bank is higher; but they are both ecjvially 
dry and barren, and produce only a few low plants. We did not perceive any trees, 
till we advanced two leagues higher, towards the F.iioiifli ifland ; and then we fpied 
fome mangroves, which arc almoftthe only tree we i-' v till we arrived at the ifland of 
Senegal. 

ihis place is fituated wldiin three leagues of the mouth of the rivc ’-, aj d two-third.s 
of a league from the knglifli ifland. It is the chief fettlement of Senegal; and the refl- 
dence of the direftor general. We arrived by night-fall at the harbour calf of the fort, 
where we landed. As fooii as I fet foot on ihore, 1 waited upon M. de la Brue, the 
director general, who gave me a moft kind reception. I delivered to him the letters of 
recommendation which I had from his uncle M. David, director of the F.aft India com¬ 
pany, who was pleaft d to intcrcfl himfelf in my favour ; and thev operated even beyond 
what 1 could pollibly expcO; in a country fubjeft to fucli difficulties. In fliort, he 
promiled to aflifl me on all occafions, and he did it accordingly with fuc.h readinefs and 
good nature, as del’crvcs a grateful acknowledgment from the lovers of natural hiftory, 
if,I have done any thing towards promoting this branch of learning. 

He foon w.is as goad as Ins word ; I had the liberty of travelling up the country, and 
of examining into its various produdions. To facilitate my defign, M. de la Brue pro¬ 
cured me a boat, with negroes, and an interpreter, in fliort all conveniencies, as fpe- 
cificu by the Laft-India company to the fuperior council, in a letter wherein they in¬ 
form him of my intentions. 

Being arrived in a country fo il’u .cnt in every refpeQ: from my own, and finding 
myfelf as it were 'n a new world, whatever I beheld drew my attention, becaul'e it af¬ 
forded me matter of inftrncfion. d’lie air, the climate, the mliuoitants, the animals, 
the lands, and vegetables, all were new to me: not o!»c object that oflered itl'elf to my 
view, was I accullomed to. Which way foever I turned my eye, I faw nothing but 
fandy plains *, burnt by the moft fcorching heat of the fun. Fven the very ifland I 
flood upon, is only a bank ol fand, about 11 i;o fathoms in length, and 150 or 200 at 
the molt in breadth, and almoll level with the furfacc of the water. It tlivitles the 
river into two brattciies, one of which to the caflwarJ is about 300 I’athoras broad, and 
the other woltward near 200, with a confiderable depth. 

'Ihi-s ifland, notwithllandiiig its fterility, wn^ inhabited by upwards of three thoufand 
negroes, invited thither by the generolity of the whites, into wii de fervice moft of them 
had entered. Here they liave eroded houfes or huts, which occujiy above on^ half of 
the ground. 'J hefe are a kind of dove or ice houils, the wails of which arc ^eeds 
faftened clofe together, and fupported by Hakes driven into the ground. Thefe flakes 
are from five to fix feet high, and have a round covering of flraw, of the fame height, 
and terminating in a point. Thus each hut has only a ground Ijpor, and is from ten to 
fifteen feet diameter. 'J’hcy have but one fejuare door, ven- low, and many of them 
with a threfliold raifed a foot above the ground 5 fo that in going in they muft incline 
their bodies, and lift a leg up very high, an attitude not only ridiculous but difagreeable, 

• * The author is millakcn, or lias forgot, for the Guinca-fide is all covered with wo^ds : the illand and 

the Barbary fljore, or tongue of land, are exadly ai he deferibes. 
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One or two beds are frequently fuffident for a whole family, induding domeftics, who 
lie pell-mell along with their mailers and the children. Their bed is a hurdle laid on 
crofs pieces of wood, and fupported by forkillas, or fmall forks, a foot above the 
ground ; over this they throw a mat, which ferves them for a pailhffe or ftraw bed, 
for a mattrefs, and generally for Iheets and bed-clothes ; as to pillows they have none. 
Their furniture is not very cumberfome; for it confifts only of a few earthen pots, 
called canaris, a few calabalhes, or gourd-bottles, with wooden bowls, and the like 
utenfils. 

All the huts belonging to the fame perfon arc inclofed with a wall or palifade of reeds 
about fix feet high ; to which they give the name of tapade. Though the negroes ob- 
ferve very little fymmetry in the lituation of their houfes, yet the French of the illand of 
Senegal have taught them to follow a certain uniformity in the largenefs of the iapadcs, 
which they have regulated in fuch a manner, as to form a fmall town with feveral ftreets 
drawn in a direft line. Thefc ftreets indeed are not paved ; and luckily there is no oc- 
cafton for it; fince they would be very much at a lofs to find the fmallelt pebble upwards 
of thirty leagues all round. The inhabitants find a greater conveniency in their liuidy 
foil: for as it is very deep, and foft, it ferves them to fit upon; it is alfo iheir fofa, 
their couch, their bed. Befides, it has fome other good ufes, namely, that there is no 
danger in falling ; and it is always very clean, even after the heavieft rains, becaiil'e it 
imbibes the water with great calc, and there needs only an hour of fine weather to dry 
it. However, this town or village, which ever you pleafe to call it, is the.handfomeft, 
the largeft, and the moft regular in the country : they reckon, os 1 have already men¬ 
tioned, upwards of three thoufand inhabitants; it is about a quarter of a league long, 
and the breadth equal to that of the ifland, whofe centre it occupies, being equally 
ranged on both fides of the fort by which it is commanded. 

We may fafely affirm, that the negroes of Senegal are the likelieft men in all Nigritia 
or Negroland. They are generally above middle fized, well ftiaped, and well-limbed. 
There is no fuch thing ever known among them as cripples, or hump-backs, or bandy 
legs, unlefs it be by accident. 'I’hey are Itrong, robuft, and of a proper temperament 
for bearing fatigue. Their hair is black, curled, downy, and extremely fine. Their 
eyes are large and well cut, with very little beard j their features agreeable enough, and 
their (kin the deepeft black. 

Their ufual drefs confifts in a fmall piece of linen which pafles between their thighs; 
?ind the two ends, being lifted up and folded, form a fort of drawers, which are tied with 
a fillet before ; and thus they cover their nudity. They havelikewife z-paan^ that is a 
piece of calico, made in the form of a large napkin, which they carelefsly throw over 
thgr fhoulders, letting one end of it dangle againft their knees. 

The women are much about the fame ftze and make as the men. Their Ikin is fur- 
prifmgly delicate and foft 5 their mouth and lips arc fmall; and their features very 
regul^ir. There are fome of them perfedl beauties *. They have a great fhare of 
vivacity, and a vaft deal of freedom and eafe, which renders them extremely agreeable. 
For their clothing they make ufc of two paans, one of which goes round their waift, 
hangs down to .the knef, and fupplies the place of an under-petticoat; the other covers 
both their Ihoulders, and fometimes the head. This is a modeft drefs enough for fo hot a 
country ; but they are generally fatisfied with the paan which covers the reins; and 
they throw off the other whenever they find it troublefome. One may eafily judge 
that they are not long a dreffing or undreffing, and that their toilette is foon made. 

• The vaft nurcbers of children, and children’s children, the French begat by them, and left there, 
prove our author is not fingvilar in his opinion. 
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As the ifland of Senegal is within the depeiidance of the kingdom of Oualo, the 
negroes who live there, efpecially thofe who are free, are of that nation. They are, 
generally fpeaking, very goodnaturcd, fociable, and obliging. Thofe whom the com¬ 
pany entertained in my fervice, were Oualofes, as they call themfelves, or by corrup¬ 
tion, Jallofs. 

Immediately after my arrival, I employed fome months, not only in ftudying the 
manners and charaderofthe inhabitants, but likewife in learning the Oualofe language 
which obtained moft generally in that country: for I was fenfibie that it would be of 
great fervice to me, and even indifpenfably neceflary i' regard to the refearches I pur- 
pofed to make. With this view I frequented their company, and was among them as 
often as poflible. At length when I looked upon niyfelf as fufficiently acquainted with 
their ufages and manners, and able to judge how to condud myfelf in a country which 
had long been the objed of my moft ardent wifhes, I determined to fet out upon a 
ramble. 

The quick fands of the ifland of Senegal, their dogs-grafs, mangroves, and bind¬ 
weed, could not long afford fulficient employment for a naturalift. There was no 
way to get further inftrudion, but by eroding the river in order to vifit the continent. 
With this view I went over as often as I could in my boat, and feveral days fuccefllvely. 
The ifland of Sor is the fir ft land that offers itfelf on the eaftern bank of the river, and 
is oppofite to the ifle of Senegal. It is above a league in length, and interfeded by 
fmall rivers, which are called marigots. The foil is fandy like that of the ifland of 
Senegal, but of furprifing fertility. In the middle of the ifland there are feveral hills 
of a very gentle afeent, covered with white and redgum trees*, and others of the fpinous 
kind, and of very difficult accefs. 

I landed the firft time on that ifland the loth of May, attended by my interpreter, and 
the two negroes, who had rowed my boat. It is bordered by a very thick wood, where 
with a good deal of difficulty I found . path, which is the only pafl'age to the inner part 
of the ifland. Thi? would be no great harm, if a perfon was not Hopped every moment 
by thorns, which are apt to catch his clothes, and tear his legs : ior my part I came 
off with lofmg a few feraps of my waiftcoat or fliirt, the only apparel one can bear in 
fo fultry a country, and where a fliirt alone is very cumberfome. But my negroes, 
with all their agility, oftentimes left fomc bits of fldn behind them, not to mention the 
thorns which ftuck in their feet, moft of them going without fandals. Is it not amazing 
that the inhabitants of this ifland fliould have traded with thofe of Senegal more than 
thirty years, and all this while not have given themfelves the trouble to open a convenient 
road ! Can there be a ftronger proof of the lazinefs and indolence of the negroes ? 
Their high road, the great thoroughfare of this ifland, is a path, which docs not event^ 
merit that name ; fince a perfon is often obliged to creep on all four in order to get 
through it. Notwithftanding thefe difficulties 1 forced my way. 

My negroes informed me, that there was fome game in this place. I had my gun, and 
each of them had theirs. I courfed for fome time without being difeouraged by tne 
curvatures I was obliged to make every moment under the thorns. I killed a few par¬ 
tridges and hares, which made me amends for my pains. The hares of thiii country are 
not altogether like thofe of France : they are not fo latgc ; aiul their colour is fomething 
between a hare and a rabbet. Their flefh is white, which gijis th m a greater refem- 
blance to a rabbet} but they do nor burrow they are tender, and extremely well tafted. 
'J'he fame cannot be faid of their partridges: they are fo tough, as to be good for 

* A fort of acacia or Egyptian thorn, on which they gather two forts of gum, the white and the red, 
heretofore known by the name of gum Arabic, and at prelcnt by that of gum Senega. 

VOL., XVI. 41 nothing. 



AOANSON’s voyage to SENEGAL, &C. 


6 io 

nothing. I doubt much whether we ought not rather to call them wood-hens, for they 
are the fame fize, and much about the fame colour. They are fufficiently diftinguilhed 
from other birds of this kind, by two ftrong fpurs to their feet. 

Pleafed with my fport, I proceeded as for as the village of Sor, which gives name 
to the illand. Before 1 could get thither, I was obliged to crofs two marigols: thefe 
are rivulets with which the whole country is interfeded in fuch a manner, that one 
cannot advance above two or three paces, without being obftruded. 1 had contrived 
an expedient, when they were not too deep ; which was, to make my negroes carry 
me over. On tliis occafion I made ufe of it: one of them took me upon his /houldcrs, 
and as his clothes did not incommode him greatly, he was quickly up to his bread in 
water; fo that he wafted me in an inftant, as if he w'as running a race, over the firft 
marigot, which was broader than the Seine at Pont Royal. Thus was I mounted, if I 
may be permitted the term : and it is the fafed method of eroding, bec.aufe the negroes 
are ufed to walkthrough thefe watry plains, as upon land, and they know all the roads ; 
and indeed, as I had no other conveyance in crofllng a river or a lake of a middling 
depth ; I lliall repeat it no more. 

Notwithdanding the care T had taken, my (hoes got wet, but were not long a drying. 
I had to walk on lands, which it would be incorred to call by any other epithet than 
burning, fmee even in the mod moderate weather, they experience there a heat of 6o 
degrees and upwards as 1 afterwards found by the obfervations which I fcrupuloufly fol¬ 
lowed with M. de Reaumur’s thermometer. A perfon may make an ed'ay hy getting 
fuch a heat in his feet, at a time when that of the ambient air is 22 degrees in the 
/hade, as it was then in the illand of Senegal the 10th of May, one ol the coldeil win¬ 
ter days in that country : it is cafy then to judge of the extreme icnlibility ol an Euro¬ 
pean, tranlplanted from a temperate climate, to the hotted part of tlie globe. My 
fhoes grew tough like a horn, then craC'etl, and fell away to powder : eviti the leet of 
my negroes were chopped. The very refiedi ui of the heat ol the fun peeled the Ikin 
off my face, and gave me a fmarting, which foinetimes laded five or fix days. Such 
were the ordinary effeds of the great heat I had to lull’er, when I undertook this ram¬ 
ble over the didrid of Senegal: effeds wliich i/icreafe in fuch a manner, that the heat 
of the place indead of 22 degrees, mounted to 34 in the (hade, that is, in the colded 
air. To thefe inconveniencies I mud add that of the quick faiuls. which are exc.eflivcly 
fatiguing, becaufe you fmk up to your ancle ; and your Ihoes being filled therewilli, 
become intolerably heavy and trouldelbiiie. Then, for the firlt time, 1 perceived the 
ufe of that thick Ikin, thicker than the breadth of a linger, with which nature has 
ftrengthened the foies of the negroes feet, whereby they are fccurcd againlt the hanl- 
jiefs of external bodies, lo as to have no occafion lor fhoes. Yet 1 accuitomed inyfelf 
by degrees to tliis kind of fatigue; for there is nothing but what one may compafs with 
a good will ; and this was not wanting. 

.After thefe viciffitudcs of a paffage through thorns, rivers, and burning funds, where 
I courfed and herborized all the way, J arrived at length at the vilhigc of Sor. There 
I found the governor, whom the negroes didinguiflied by tfie m\me of liorom-dek, that 
is, mader of the village, lie was a venerable old man, about fifty, with a grey beard 
and hoary locks. When I call hkn an old man, of fifty, this is bccaufe the negroes of 
Senegal arc really old at the age of forty-five, and oftentimes fooner : and I remember 
to have heard the French inhabitants of Senegal fay fleveral times, that according to the 
bed of their oblervation, the negroes of that country feldom lived to be older than fixty, 
which agrees,exactly with the remarks I endeavoured to afeertain during my day.at 
Senegal. But to return to the mader of the village of Sor j he was a lud)'^, well looking 

man, 
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man, whofe phyfiognomy befpoke him a perfon of gentle manners and 'great good 
nature. His name was Baba-Sec : he was fitting on the fand, under the fliade of a 
jujube*, planted before his hut, where he was fmoaking and converfmg with a few 
friends. As foon as he faw me, he rofe up, prefented his hand to me thrice, then laid 
it upon his forehead, and afterwards upon his bread, afking me each time, in his 
language, how I did. I performed the fame ceremony myfelf at the lame time, 
becaufe I underftood that luch w as the manner of faluting in this country. He did not 
take off his cap, for he w or.' none: as to my part I followed the French cuftom, wliich 
is never to take oft' our hats to people of his compl xion. He ordered a mat to be 
fet before me, and 1 fat down: then he placed him .it in one of the corners; and 
notwithllanding all I could do, there was no prevailing on him to draw to v - Js the 
middle. This is a mark of refpeff they Ihew the French, w'hom they look upon as 
great people; that is, as great lords, and fur their fupcrior.c. Indeed they are not 
much in the wrong ; and this kind of fubmilTron ought to be encouraged as much as 
poflible; fo 1 did not prefs him hard. Two of his wives (for polygamy is eftablilhed 
in that country) came immediately after with their children, to pay their compliments 
to me, and they brought me a few bowds full of milk, with eggs and fowls. I drank 
fome of the milk, and thanked them for the reft. 

It was near their dinner time, and Baba-Sec depended upon my Haying. In the 
mean time, my curiofity led me to fee the village. 1 he huts w^ere neither fo large nor 
lo neat as thofe 1 liad feen in the iflc of Senegal. In fome, the covering came, down 
alinoft to ihe ground, and w'as kept up before the door by a few Hakes, lo form a 
kind of pent-houfe, which flicltered them from the rays of the fun. - In others,* the 
walls were done over with thick mud, mixed with cow-dung, which ftunk abominably. 
I'he latter had two oppofite entrances, each of which was only an oval made in the 
wall, of a foot and half diameter, and tw'O feet from the ground. I had found the 
fquare doors of the ifland of Senega' ''cry uncal'y ; but thele were ftill more fo, fmee 
there was no fuch thing as entering them without doubling my chin to my knees. Ihe 
inluie was in every refpcQ: like what I had feen in Senegal. Tin' ftreets were as irre¬ 
gular as the huts, and very narrow. Notwithftanding the little proportion obferved 
by thofe architefts, the villages flill are very agreeable, becaufe they are planted with 
trees, which befides the coolnefs of their fliade, refrefh the eye with a perpetual verdure. 

1 he children of both fexes, even fuch us were nine or ten years old, an age at which 
the marks of puberty begin to fliew thcmfelvcs, were ftark naked. Ihe g'tls k‘td for 
ornament round their waift a girdle of glafs toys, or, where thofe could not be had, of 
a requieuW knuckle-bonCs, or of cockle-fhells ftringed like a pair of beads. Some 
perhaps will imagine that thofe children, in this ftate of nakednels, niuft be dafhed at 
the fight of a ftrangcr: but far from it; you may go up to them, and evpi play v iih 
them, they will give themfelvcs no fawey airs; and though they are neither thame- 
faced nor baftftui, yet there is nothing in their countenance but what is natural and 
eafy. No doubt but it will be alfo furprifing lo many, that children, who w'cre Icarce 
fix months old, fhuuld begin to walk by themfelves. It was plealant to fee thofe little 
creatures tumbling on the fand before the fun, and creeping, on all four like littte 
monkeys, and to hear them utter inarticulately a fow words bctw'een tlfeir teeth, with 
an air of contentment and pleafure. ihe women had ail a }'Mj-funn round their waift, 
which ferved them ior a petticoat; but from their waift upwards they were naked. 


* Jujuba aculeata, nervolis foliis infra fcriceis flavirs. Burnt, The%. Ztyl. p. 1^1, Tab.oi. 
• A voracious fill), of ihe nature of a lea dog. The young rtquuiu are a dilh ' ery 
the negroes. 
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Being generally well made, they have a very good air in this dilhabille, efpecially when 
a perfon is ufed to their colour: tlwfe who are not accuftomed to them, mull be cem- 
tent with admiring their, fliape, wliich is extremely fine. 

Which way Ibevcr I turned my eyes on this pleafant fpot, I beheld a perfed image 
of pure nature : au agreeable fobi iide, bounded on every fide by a charming landfcape; 
the riiiiil fituation of cottages in the midit of trees; the eafe and indolence of the 
negroes, rcclitied under the ihadc of their fpreading foliage j the fimplicity of their 
drels and maimers ; the whole revived in my mind, the idea of our firft parents, and 
I feenicd to contemplate the world in its primeval ftate. 

My mind was agreeably araufed with thefe reveries, when word was brought me, 
from the governor of the village, that dinner waited for me. Upon which 1 turned 
back with my negroes, who conduced me through that labyrinth of cottages, where 
otherwife I fhould have been eaiily loft. I found the governor juft on tlie very fpot 
where I left him, with his children, and a few friends. They fat crofs-legged on the 
land, round a large wooden bowl full of coufeous ; which is a thick-grained pap, made 
of two forts of millet. He made me fit down by him; then he began to fall to, and 
thrufting his hand into the difh, he took a handful of coufceia, which he roiled about 
with his fingers, for want of a fork and fpoon, a conveniency they have not yet learnt. 
He invited me afterwards to do the fame. I did not let him prefs me hard, but 
followed his example: for I never departed from this principle, that nothing con¬ 
tributes more to gain the confidence and friendftiip of ftrangers among whom you 
refide, than to conform to their cuftoms and manner of living ; and I always found 
my account in it. The coufeous was judged excellent; and one of the molt convincing 
proofs thereof, was, that the dilh was foon emptied. For my part I did not judge fo 
favourably of it; nothing that I can think of is more infipid than this dilh; and the 
manner of eating it is every whit as difagreeable. However, 1 ufed myfelf to it; and 
found it afterwards very good. This fingle courfe conftituted our whole feaft. 

When dinner was over, a young flie-flave, in her natural habit, prefented us all 
round a bowl lull of water, out of which each perfon drank j and then they made ufe 
of it to wafti the hand that had performed the office of a fpoon, which is always the 
right; the left being defigned for ufes inconfiftent with cleanlincfs. Thefe practices, 
like polygamy, are a confequence of the precepts of the Mahometan religion, which 
they have fo fai' embraced, as its principles are agreeable to their own cuftoms and 
eafy manner of living. 1 was very much furprized, not to fee any of my landlord’s 
wires eating in company with him, but I was told, that fuch was the cultom of the 
counti'y, and that no woman ever had that honour done her j becaufe they are per- 
fuaded, like good Mahometans, that there is no paradife for the female fex. There¬ 
fore they dined after us, and in the fame manner j that is, without tabic, plates, table¬ 
cloth, fpoons, knives, forks, or napkins. 

In order to make my holl amends for his good entertainment, I prefented him 
with a few pattes* of iron, and I diftributed fomc glafs toys among his wives and 
children. He wanted to keep me for a ball which was juft going to begin; but I 
Pegged him to poftpone it till another time, becaufe it was near fun-fet. We parted 
extremely well fatisfied with each o^Jlier. The guiriots\, in return for the generofity 
with which I had behaved towards them, attended me upwards of two hundred paces, 
beating on the drum, to the found of which all the young people danced in cadence, 

* pttttc of iron is the twelfth part of a bar nine feet long; and ferves for money in this country. _ 

f This is the name the negroes give to the muficians and drummers of the country. 
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expreffing their joy. At length I loft fight of them, and made all the hafte I could 
back to the ifland of Senegal. 

I was not a little plcafed with this my firft reception at the lord of Sor’s. It convinced 
me, that there ought to be confiderable abatements made, in the accounts I had read 
and heard every where, of the favage charafter of the Africans ; and I was of opinion, 
that this fliould not extend to the natives of Senegal. 'I'his gave me great encourage¬ 
ment to go oftener amongft them; and 1 was highly delighted to hear a little while 
after, that a veflel was to fet out the month following, to buy fome oxen at the 
Pluftietoe trading-place. An agent belonging to the c uipany who was cntruftgd with 
this commiffion, engaged me to perform the voyage with him. Accordingly we 
embarked the i6th of June, early in the morning, upon the river Nigo»’, We 
afeended the ftream, anti when we came to the point of the ifle of Bifeche, we began 
to lofe fight of the ifland of Senegal, which is about a league diftant from thence. To 
the right we had the ifle of Bifeche, and the wood ifland to the left: they were both 
bordered witli mangroves ; fo that our navigation was as pleafant as if we had been 
failing through a large avenue of beautiful trees. The mangroves* have fomething fo 
e.xtraordinary in their nature, that I cannot pafs them over in filence. The largeft of 
thefe trees are generally no more than fifty feet high ; they grow only in the water, 
and on the banks of rivers where the tide goes up twice a-day. They preferve the 
verdure of their leaves throvighout the year, which may be faid alfo of moft of the trees 
of this country : but what renders them more remarkable, is the long roots, which 
ilfuing out of their lowcll branches, hang down to the w'ater, and penetrate into the 
earth. 'I’hcn they rcfemble fo many arcades- from five to ten feet high, which ferve 
to iiipport the body of the tree, and even to advance it daily into the bed of the river. 
Thefe arcades are fo clofe, and intertwifted, one with another, that they form a kind 
of natural and tranfparent terrace, raifed with fuch folidity over the water, that one 
might walk upon them, were if r that the branches are too much encumbered 
with leaves. 

Thus we advanced three leagues through mangroves, after w hi^li from the viarigot 
of Kiala to that of Torkhotl, within four leagues and a half of the ifland of Senegal, 
we faw nothing on both banks of the river, but ruflies or weeds from ten to fifteen 
feet bight. Torkhod is a village fituatc on the left fide of the river Niger, upon a 
hill of red fand, at the foot of which palfeih the marigot that bears its name. This 
is the only village wc could fee the w'hole way from the ifland of Senegal. The 
mangroves had intercepted the profpeft of the others, which are fcattered about the 
low lands overflown by the Niger, rhe advantageous fituation of Torkhod, the red 
colour of the hill, the beauty of the trees, with which it :s adorned, and the meadows 
which it commands, all together afford a very agreeable proiped. The fiflicnneJl 
belonging to the place brought us fome fhell-fifli by the French called machoiran:A ^ with 
eels and other fifli which they had catched in their little river. Wc bought about five 
dozen, which did not ffand us in three denier, a piece. From whence we contiriued 
our voyage, meeting with a few more mangroves, on the right bank of the river, till 
we came within a league of a village called IVIaka, where thefe trees terminate. 

The fame day we arrived before fun-fet at the IVlulketoe trad/hg-place’; where was 
to be the fale of cattle. This being the firlt port we meet ’vitli, m going up the Niger, 

* Mangles aquatica, foliis fubrotundis 8c puniStalis. Plum.gen.\ {. 

f Gramen daftylon biconie tomentofum maximum, fpicis numcrofiffimis. Sloan. Jan:, vol. i. tab, 15. 

' $ Nhamdia Brafilienfibus, bagi’c do Rio Luritani.s. Marogr. p. 149. 

Myllui cirrhis fex longiflimis, piun» dorfi lecuuda triangulari. Cronov. Muf. IcliW. p. 3^. n. S4. 
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the fame is pra£kifed here, as at fea by thofe who pafs the tropic: the French, the 
firfl: lime they come this way, are bound to make a prefent to the laptots* ; and there¬ 
fore I gave them the ufual gratuity. The Muikctoe trading-place is only thirteen 
leagues to the north 4 north-eall of the ifland of Senegal. This is a fruitful plain ex¬ 
tending on both fides the river as far as the village of Maka, which we left behind 
us ; the whole trait of ground, upwards of feven leagues in length, is laid out in 
fpacious meadows, where the inhabitants breed a vaft number of cattle, d he name of 
viarigot-y of the Muflcetoes, is given to a finall river, which falls into the Niger, a little 
below the trading-place; becaule it is full of very high and thick w'eeds, which ferve 
to harbour a kind of Miifketocs called maringoins. Sometimes thofe little infects ilfue 
forth from thefe inaccellible places, in fuch fwarms, that they darken the air. It is 
very difficult to guard againft them, becaufe their fling w'ill penetrate through the 
compadtefl woollen fluffs; and the multitudes of them that attack a perfon all at the 
fame time, caufe a prodigious pain, and throw the whole body, as it weie, into 
a ferment. This is one of the greatell inconveniences that all acpiatic places arc 
fubje£l to. 

The Moors waited for us, within two hundred paces of the north bank of the river, 
w'here they w'ere encamped. All over the country, nothing was to be leen but 
numerous flocks of oxen, wethers, kid, and camels, which ranged about in lull liberty. 
The day following I went on fhore to view the oxen, which feeined to me very dif¬ 
ferent from thofe of Europe ; for mofl. of them were larger and higher legged ; but 
they were particularly remarkable for a lump of flefh, which role above a toot on the 
withers, between the two fliouklers. The rams (which they arc not ui'ed to caflratc) 
are alfo of a very peculiar fort. They bear no refeinblance to our French rams, 
except in their head and tail ; but as to their fixe* and hair, they are more like a goal: 
the latter animal has nothing remarkable. 'I'he Hefli of both is extremely delicate, 
but often too perfumed. It feems that a fleece of wool would have been inconveniciii 
to fheep in fo hot a country ; and therefore, nature has changed it for thin hair of 
moderate length. 

As I rambled among thofe numerous flocks, I found myfelf approaching towards 
the adouar ; a name they give to a clufler of tents, where the Moors are lodged. 
Thefe tents are all round in the form of a cone, and made of goats and camels hair, 
impeneiraljle to the rain. Ihey were ranged near to one another, in a circular lorm, 
each fupported by a pole in the middle, and fixed all round with thongs of ox Ikiii, 
faltened to flakes about a foot from the grountl. The infide of them was hung with 
feveral row's of mats, fecured on one fide by the tents, and on the other by their 
moveables : the latter confifl of a few borrachoes containing their cloalhs, their 
milk, and batter; in fliort, all their provifions, and a few pieces of calabafhes, which 
ferve for utenfils. 

While the men looked after their cattle, the women were confined to their tents, 
whLre they employed their time in churning butter, in fpinning, and taking care of 
their children and other domeflic concerns. They are of an olive complexion, with 
very regular features, and large fparkling eyes ; their hair is long and plaited} fome 
have it hang'ing dowJn, and other /5 tied up. They feemed to be well made, though 
fmall ; and a great deal more referved than the negroe women. The men are not 
much taller than the negroes ; but they differ in their colour, which is red or a red 
brown j in their hair, which is of a middling length, curled, and much thicker } and 

• This it the name given to the negroes in thefcrvice of the Eaft India company. 
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efpecially in their mufcles, which appear more under their fkin ; they have alfo a more ’ 
meager face, with lefs flefli, and their Ikin is not fo fmooth, The drefs both of men 
and women, confifts in a long fhirt of black linen, and a paan, with which the women 
cover their head and fhoulders ; the men fometimes roll it about their bodies like a 
waift-bami, and fometimes round their heads, in imitation of a turbant. This paan 
is not always black and made of cotton ; there are a great many men who w'ear it of 
white wool, and oftentimes edged with red. I fpoke once already of the repalt I 
made with the Negroes; but the Moors are no way inferior to them in frugality. 
Their ordinary food is milk, cither of camels, cow, goats, or Iheep, with millet; 
and very often milk and gum alone is their whole .paft, and ferves them for meat 
and drink. 

Though two mouths were not yet clapftd fince my coming to 6ene„al, I never- 
thelels had an opportunity of feeing, and forming Ibme judgement, at leafl as much 
as was necclTary, for the time prefent, of two nations, the molt diilatit in their 
cuflorns and manner of living, of all tiiofe that inhabit this part of Africa, namely, 
the Moors and the Negroes. In both, I liad obferved great humanity and fociablenefs, 
which gave me ilrong Iiopes, that 1 fliould be very fafe among them, and meet with 
the fuccefs 1 defired in my inquiry alter the curioiilies of their country. 

The next »iay 1 w'cnt a herborizing and courfing over the beautiful fields on the op- 
pofitc hank of tlie river. At that rime they were crn'cred with a large kind of millet, 
called or gumea corn : it was now almofl ripe, and the Negroes had covered 

the ears with its own leaves, to fhelter it from the Iparrows, w Inch do a great deal of 
mifehief in this country. It was no fmall labour to walk acrofs thole fpacious fidcls of 
millet, the llalks b(.ing very large and compad, and full eight feet high 'I'he heat 
w as quite ffifling, K>r nor the leafl breath of air could be perceived amidfl thole high 
plants; and flic fun, at a very little diflance from the zenith, darted his rays almofl 
perpendicularly. My Negroes, in ^ i-der to aniufe themfe'ives in this long walk, and to 
quench thur thiiil. pluckul feveiai mtire italks of millet, and fucked the juice, after 
firijtping it of its hiifk. They gave me fome to lailc, and T found it fo fwcet and 
pleafant, that 1 quickly toilowed their e.xample. 1 do not at all doubt but the ftalks 
of millet, prepared in the fame manner as fugar canes, w'ould afford a very proper juice 
for making fugar. 

At length, after walking half an hour without feeing any thing bvtt plants all ronnd 
me, 1 anivetl at the fool of a little hill, whereon was built a village, which the Ne¬ 
groes call Dcpleur. 1 had viewfcd it from the bank of the river, where it afforded a 
mofl delightful profpeiSl. 'I'h^; foot of this hill was all of pun. red fand, and entirely 
planted with gardens. At that time there were a fort of . mfliroonis peculiar 

to hot countries, and not at all inferior in fize to thofe of cold ciimai'. s, bur gre uly fu- 
perior in fweetnefs and delicacy of tafle. 'I'hc twu fpecies of Indian kcimia\, ihe green 
and the red, grow there extremely well ; they are fhrubs four or five feet high, and 
refemblc ours only in the lalte. The reft of the ground is covered with tobaevto' and 
French beans. 

From thefe gardens, I proceeded to the village, without intending to make any flay 
there, becaufe it did not appear ti^ me, to differ fijom thofe I had leen already. As it 
is not much frequented by the French, by rcafon of its dilhui; e from the river, the 
little children, who had never beheld any white people, were frightened greatly at feeing 
me ; and ran away as fall as they could, to fetk for (heltvr i)Ctvve.en their mothers legs: 

♦ IVt ilium arundinaceum, fubrotumlo femiiie forjro nominatum. C, B, Pin. 1^. 

f Ketmia Indka, golTypli folio, acelofse faporc. Plum. Cat.p. z. 
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at the fame time they gave very loud cries, which did not frighten me much, becaufe 
I foon difeovered the caule. Yet I got a little out of the way, to avoid the frighful 
noife occafioncd by my prefence ; when a woman who faw me gathering fruit in the 
gul den, thougin to oblige me, by bringing me fome of a fort greatly efteemed in that 
country. At the fame time Ihe conducted me into the middle of the village, where 
ftood the tree from which flie had plucked them. It was very large, but not high : by 
its fiipple pendant boughs, and long thorns, I knew it to be the agihalid of Profper 
Alpinus * * * § : 'I’he Negroes call it foumpe. As 1 flopped to view this tree, I was quickly 
lurroBiidtd by a number of boys and girls, whom curiofity had drawn together. Some 
out of refpccl, and I'ome out of fear, keep themfelves at a diflancc : others were fami¬ 
liar enough to come near me, and to alk for glafs trinkets j for thefe, as I obferved be¬ 
fore, are the merebandife and ornament which the Negroes chiefly delight in. Moll 
of them had never feen a white man fo near; fomc touched my cloaths and my linen j 
others took hold of my hat, and of my hair which I wore in a bag, thinking it im- 
poflible it fiiould grow to fuch a length as they faw it about my ears; others in fhort, 
felt the bag itfelf, and afked me for tobacco, with which they thought it to be filled, 
becaufe of its being ft) very like a little fquare leather bag, wherein they are accullomed 
to carry tobacco upon their breafls; but how great was their furprife, upon feeing me 
take off my bag, when my hair fell down to my waifl. The liberty I gave them to 
examine both, foon undeceived them, as well in regard to the pretended ufc of the bag, 
as to my hair, the length of which they no longer doubted of, when they faw it really 
faftened to my head. 

This extraordinary and unexpected feene, occafioncd my making fcveral reflections as 
I went from thence. It came into my head, that my colour fo ojrpofitc to the blackncls 
of the Africans, was the firfl thing that flruck the children: thele poor little creatures 
were then in the fame cafe as our infants, the firfl time they fee a Negro. I recalled to 
mind alfo, that the fecond thing which furprifed the reft, was the length and thicknefs 
of my hair, compared to theirs, which looks like very fine curled wool: and in the lafl 
place, the w'cight and conflraint of my apparel, which after all, confiflcd only of a 
very light callico waiflcoat. The reader will no longer be furprifed that fomc of them 
Ihould afk me for merchandize, and others for tobacco, when he is informed, that 
Negroes of every age, fex, and condition, are ufed to afk even the fmallcfl trifles of the 
whites, when they cannot pilfer them j it is with good reafon faid, that they arc the 
moft artful beggars, and the mofl dextrous thieves in the univerfe. 

Inftead of folkiwing the road I had taken acrofs the tirefome fields of millet, to go 
to Dcpleur, I returned by the meadow above them. 1 faw there only a few gum trees, 
a prodigious quantify of tamaiilks like thole of Narbonne, the flirub fcjbun f, and a 
large fpecies of fenfitive plant, which the Negroes call gucrackiao^ that is, good morrow, 
becaufe, they fay, when you touch it, or draw near to fpeak to it, the plant imme¬ 
diately inclines its leaves to wifh you, as it were, a good mori’ow, and to flicw, that 
it is fenfible of the politenefs done it. Among the herbs with which the meadow is 
flrewed, 1 took notice of the jnjft<sa\, of arfmart^f, chickweed §, and fcveral fpccies 
of mollugo ; of a great many forts of grafs, of the coldenia (j, and a I'mall fenfitive plant, 
rampant, and riot fpinoiis, infinitely more delicate and fcnfible than all the fpccies that 
I know. ■ 

* Aglialid. P , Mb. /Egyp.'vol. 2.p. 20- f Setban. P.A'p. v. 2. />. 12. 

J Juffiaca cretia, floribus ictrapetalifi o6tandns refillibus. Linn. If. Zeyl. 170. 

% Pcificaria m Hlc<-alj>aUiia, longiprc folio fuvfuto. Pluk, Phytogr. tab. 210.Jig. 7. 

§ Alfiiie JotciUci ficula. Boec. rar. pi. 20. H Coldenia. Linn.H. Zcyl. 69* - ... 
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I did not neglefl:, the following days, to vifit the neighbouring villages and fields, 
where I found great plenty of a kind of (hrub hitherto unknown to botanifts which 
the Moors call guerzhn. 1 likewife difeovered a confiderable number of other new 
plants ; but it would be of no ufe to mention them licre. 

There are a great many wild boars in thofe parts, but T never could come up with 
any of them. 1 killed feveral of thofe birds, which the French call large eyes : and, 
indeed, they are of a largencfs that has no fort of proportion to the head. In the form 
of their body, and of their teet, which arc fplit into rhree toe.s, they are very like a 
buftard : they are as large as a hen, and their feathers are of an afh-grey, mixed with 
white. Their llefh is tender, and may be eaten. I c; aid not avoid having very good 
fport in the meadow, for there is plenty of game; but it was interrupted every 
moment by the loud and importunate cries of a kind of bird, which the Negroes call 
tiett-ueU, the French fqmllers or bowlers, becaufe as foon as they fee a man, 
they let up a loud fereaming, and keep flying round him, as if their intent was to warn 
the other birds which upon hearing the cry immediately take wing. Thefc birds are the 
bane of fportfmen, who are fure to find the place clear of all game foon after their arrival. 
In Ihort, they put me into a pallion, which coll them very dear ; for, as they always fly 
in pairs, 1 killed feveral brace. There were two forts; and neither of them hardly ex¬ 
ceeded the bignefs of a pigeon ; but they were high-legged, and had a very long neck. 
The colour of one was alli-grey on the back and wings, the reft of their body was al¬ 
together w'hite. The other had their wings and part of the tail black, and their Ihoul- 
ders were armed with afmall horn ofthe’fame colour, very long, of the lhape and hard 
confiftency of a fpur, which ferved them as an offenfive and defenfive weapon agalnft 
the other birds. 

Wcwerc now in the eighth day of our voyage, when we finilhed our bulinefs, and 
thought of returning to the ifland of Senegal. I’he Moors, who had repaired to this place 
only to fell their cattle, having for.^ d the country all round, were preparing to en¬ 
camp on another fpot, and even to retire towards the mountains, at a great diflance 
northward of the river, to avoid the inuntlations with whicli the firll rains of the 
month of June had lately threatened them. Their tents were already llruck. and, 
they had put them, together with their furniture and utenfils, into facks of leather 
neatly dreffed. The whole was loaded on the backs of camels and oxen, which car¬ 
ried their houfes, moveables, wives and children. Such is the Ufe the Moors lead ; 
they are never fixed to a fpot: their flocks, in which confills their whole wealth, oblige 
them to change quarters, according as the feafons and the nature of their pafturage 
require. 

Soon after my return to the ifland of Senegal, an opportunity offered of going to Podor, 
a fatlory belonging to the company, diflant from this ifland fi.xty leagues or thereabouts, 
on the river Niger. The veflel was to go and return without flopping; yet I went on 
board. My Negroes did not want felicitation to follow me; fo they joined with the 
fhip’s company. We let fail the 30th of June, afeending the river nearly from weil to 
eaft. The winds were fo favourable, that we arrived in three days at Podor. As fo 
expeditious a navigation did not allow me time to go on fhore, I embraced this oppor¬ 
tunity of taking a plan of the courfe of the river. L obferved the different widths of its 
bed, and of the mouths of rivers that empty themfelvcs into it- the angle which the 
latter form in their difeinboguing, the iflands we found by the way, and their length: 
I likewife founded their depth; in fliort, I negledled nothing that was capable of ren¬ 
dering my obfervations mofl accurate. For this purpofe 1 made ufe pi the compafs to 
mark the changes of diredion in its courfe, meafuring from time to time its velocity 
or that of the veffel : fometimes I added to thefe two methods an ellimate of the great- 
voL, XVI. 4 K itefs 
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nefs of the diftances, in which I had every conveniency, and met with all the fuccefs 
I could wifli. If we except a few flioals here and there in the bed of the Niger, which 
may be eafily avoided when the winds are not quite contrary, one is furc of finding it 
navigable throughout. Though it was then at its greateft ebb, yet it v;as from twenty 
to tWrty feet and more deep. The fea-water, which flows every common year as high 
up as tJie marigot of the Mufketoes, that is, about fifteen leagues from the mouth of the 
river, had reached this year as far as the defert, that is, upwards of thirty leagues. 
This is about the diflance where the fait water flops: but the tide is perceived a great 
deal higher up ; it reaches as far as Podor, where it is vifible by the rifing of the ffefh 
water, which is fubje6t to the fame viciflitudes of tide, but at lefs equal periods. The 
highefl flood which I nieafured on the banks of the fea, near the ifland of Senegal, is 
but two feet and a half in the great equinodlial tides. It feems therefore that die Niger 
from Podor to the fea, that is, in the courfe of fixty leagues, has not an inclination of 
above two feet and a half; fo that there is reafoii to believe that this cnlire tract of land, 
excepting the fand-hills fcattered here and there, forms a plain exceflivcly low and flat, 
and of filch a level, that if the fea was to rife every where alike from twenty to thirty 
feet, the whole country would be overflowed. 

The fort of Podor is built on the fouth bank of the river Niger, on a fpot heretofore 
covered with wood; but -the great quantity which the French have cut down for 
upwards of ten years, that they have been fettled there, has removed the forell 
farther back to the diltance of a fmall half league. Here are moil beautiful tamarilks, 
red gum-trees, and feveral other forts of thorny acacias^ the wood of which is extremely 
hard, and in the colour and beauty of its veins not unlike thofe which \vc ufe in 
inlaid work. The button- tree, of a very different fpecies from that of America, grows 
here very common. The eafe with which this tree receives the tool, and its fine yellow, 
render it preferable to all other forts of w’ood in joiners’ work. It is known among the 
Negroes by the name of kbofs. The rich foil of this country is ;i great encouragement 
to gardening. And indeed the French have planted feveral which thrive amazingly, 
fuch as orange, citron, lemon, fig, and pomegranate-trees, bcfidcs guavas, ananas, 
papaws, and four-fops *, and a fpecies of ca(hew-uut, which paffeth for one of the heft 
fruit-trees that grow in hot countries. I'he diil'erent legumes of Europe thrive here 
in great perfeftion. They have plenty of potatoes which multiply greatly in wet marfliy 
lands, where they have been once planted. This root ferves them inltead of cheliiuts, 
which it greatly excels in goodnefs and delicacy of tafle. The acidity of the other 
fruits furiiiflies them with a juice, more fuited to the inhabitants of a warm climate. 

During the few days that I ftaid at Podor, the thermometer gave me one degree of 
heat more than 1 had felt on the illand of Senegal before my departure : it marked 
from thirty to thirty-one degrees. The fifth of July, it was itill at thirty degrees at 
feven o’clock in the evening after fun-fet, in the coldcil cxpofiiion of the open air to 
the north, declining to the eaft. 

'"S he fame day two offriches, which had been bred near two years in ihefaftory, af¬ 
forded me a fi^ht of fo extraordinary a nature, as to deferve a place in this narrative. 
Thefe gigantic birds I had ften only by the way, as I travelled over the burning fands 
on the left of tlie Nig^r, but now I,had a full view of them at my eafe. I'hough they 
were but young, ftill they were very near of an equal fize with the larged. They were 
fo tame, that two little blacks mounted both together on the back of the largelt; no 
fooner did he feel their weight, than he began to run as fall as evijr he could, till he 
carried them feveral limes round the village; and it was impoffible to dop him, other- 

•^Anona maxima, foliis Utis fplcndentibus, fruftu maxiroo, viri'Ji conoide, tuberculis feu fpinulis 
iiiaocciitibus afpsro. Sloua^ Jam. vel, 2. tali. 225. « ij. 
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wife than by obftruQing the paflage. This fight pleafed me fo well, that I would have 
it repeated : and to try their fl:rength, I made a full-grown Negro mount the fmalleft, 
and two others the largeft. I’his burden did not feem to me at all difproportioned to 
their ftrength. At firft they went a moderate gallop ; when they were heated a little, 
they expanded their wings as if it were to catch the wind, and they moved with fuch 
fleetnefs, that they feemed to be off the ground. Every body miift fome time or other 
have I’een a partridge run, confequently mull know there is no man whatever able to 
keep up with it; and it is caly to imagine, that if this bird*had a longer flep, its fpeed 
wovdd be confiderably augmented. The iffrich moves like the partridge, with both 
thefe advantages; and I am lalisfied that thofcl am fpt.ddng of, would have diftanced 
the fleeteft race-horfes that were ever bred in England. It is true they would n^i noTld 
out fo loUg as a horfe; but without all doubt they would be able to perform the race 
in lefs time. I have frequently beheld this fight, w'hich is capable of giving one an 
idea of ilie prodigious ftrength of an oftrich ; and of Ihcwing what ufe it might be of, 
had we but the method of breaking and managing it as we do a horfe. 

I was not fo long in filling down the river to the ifland of Senegal, as I had been in 
going up to Podor. The north-eaft winds, and the current of the ftreams, which had 
been confiderably fwcllcd by the late rains, proved I'o favourable to us, that wc feized 
the opportunity to make the belt of our way back, without ftopping or going alhore. 
Yet I did not repent this firft voyage; for 1 learnt thereby the many advantages I 
might derive from a fccond, and even from a third. In taking a plan of the river 
Niger, I had reckoned nine or ten villages on the north bank, and forty-feven on the 
fouth. A river from two to three hundred fathoms broad, the banks planted with 
trees of various kinds, and the leaves in perpetual verdure; the numerous droves of 
elephants walking on its borders; the fca horfes, the crocodiles, with an infinite mul¬ 
titude of other very extraordinary animals, and a far greater number of birds remark¬ 
able lor the brightnefs and variety of fh,!.' colours; all this together feemed to open an 
ample field for new ;;nd important obfervations. 

At my return to the ifland of Senegal the 15th of July, I perceived the eflciSl: of the 
rains, which had fallen in vaft abundance for Ibme days. The fwell of the river was 
fo fudden, that the 19th there was a return of frelh water at its mouth ; where, two 
days before, the water was perfectly fait. This term ferves to divide the year into two 
feafons, which dift'er very little from one another. I'he firft is, when it does not rain 
at all, and when the waters of the Niger are fpoiled by thofe of the fea : this begins 
in December, and ends in June or July. The fecond is, when it is fubjccl to rains, and 
the river water is frelh. The rains feldom laft more than three months ; they begin at 
the end of June, and end in the month of September. , 

If the word Summer belongs to the hotteft, and that of Winter, to the coldeft wea¬ 
ther, I cannot fee the reafon why all our ancient voyagers give the name of fummer 
to the dry feafon under the torrid feafon, and that of winter to the rainy feafon : for 
is certain, and I know it by obfervations performed with the thermometer, during the 
fpacc of five ^ ears, that the greateft heats arc generally in the rainy feafon, to which 
they have given the name of winter. The French at Senegal, who.perceived the error 
into which voyagers w’ere fallen, attempted modeftly to*corre£t it, by changing the word 
ftmmer into that of low feafon, that is, when the w’aiers of the Niger are low ; and they 
have given the name of hi^h feafon, to the winter of the ancients, becaufe the waters of the 
Niger are then very liigh. Without examining into this err9r, which has been blindly 
embraced by moft of the writers on natural hiftory in our time, and being difF'ifed through 
their principal works, has long had a confiderable effect on the ftudy of natural phildv;. 
fophy, and particularly on meteorological knowledge, a branch at this time fo greatly 
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embroiled: I fliall be fatisfied here with obferving, that this miftake requires a fcvere 
aniraadverfion. I fliall therefore, with the Frencli inhabiting Senegal, give the name 
of low feafon to that of drought, and high fcafan to that of the rains : or ftill, in order 
to conform to the terms received in Europe, and to be underftood by all the world, 
I lhall di/tinguifli the former by the name of Summer, and the latter by that of Winter; 
fo that thefe two feafons will be at Senegal, pretty much about the fame time as in l'h*ance. 
Thcfc two are therefore the only feafons they are fubjefl to j, they know neither fpring nor 
autumn. When I make ufv)f the w'ord Winter, the reader is not to imagine that they 
have any hail, fnow, or ice ; thefe are thing%they are ftrangers to at Senegal; nor is it 
poflible, whatever comparifon you make, to give the natives of the country the leafl idea 
of rtiem. The winter in Senegal is only a feafon not fo warm as the reft of the} ear, though 
it is always warmer than our fummers in luance, in which we rarely fee any liiotPor hail. 

To return to the waters of the Niger, which gave occafion to this fliort cligrelTion: 
they are fait one half of the year towards the ifland of Senegal. i\.s the country is very 
low, and has neither rocks, or flones, but only quickfands, f t this very reafon it 
has no fprings : they are therefore obliged to dig wells, which indeed do not give them 
much trouble, for they find water within three or four, and oftentimes within two Icet 
depth ; but then it is brackifli, that is, it has a faltilh talle, communicated to the funds 
by the proximity of the fea’. 

The 8th of Auguft the fun paflfed perpendicularly over our heads ; and our fliaJows 
were exaftly under our feet. This was the fecond time I beheld this phenomenon fince 
my,arrival at Senegal: the firlt time I faw it was on the fourth of May; and it was to 
return every year much about the fame time. 'Ehe heat it occalioneil at its return 
from the tropic of cancer towards the equator, w'as much greater than that w/hich we 
felt at its firll paffage : for the thermometer marked the nights of the month of May at 
22 degrees, and the days from 26 to 28 ; w^hcrcas the nights of Augufl were at 26 
degrees, and the days at 32. 

The ninth of Auguft, and the following days, I walked about in the neighbourhood 
of the ifland of Senegal, and returned to the ifland of Sor, of which mention has been 
made already. Our European boats appearing to me too heavy and cumberfome, to 
make ufe of them every day in pafling that river ; 1 therefore thought proper to exchange 
them for a kind of Negro canoe, which the P’rench call pirogue. Thefe little boats are 
made all of one piece of wood, that is, of the trunk of a tree cut into a hollow vefiel, 
and very light. They are from ten to thirty leet long, from one to two feet in breadth 
and depth, and both ends terminate in a point. Mine was one of the largeft. As foon 
as I got into it, my two Negroes placed themfelves at both extremities, one at the prow 
i^d the other at the ftern. For my part I put myfelf in the middle, where I had no 
other feat but a piece of wood laid acrofs, which was faftened at both ends into the 
fides of the pirogue. My Negroes had each a paddle in their hands : thefe are fmall 
flatj boards, laid acrofs one another, and fixed to the end of a flick, which they make 
ufe of for rowing. The Negro at the prow was {landing, and beat the water behind 
him with his paddle: the other was feated, and fleered with his. As foon as we reached 
the oppofite fliore, th^y drew the pirogue aground : this is the only way the people of 
the country have to fecure thefe little veflels againft the waves, which would foon fill 
them with water; whereas they cannot fo much as wet them, when they are far enough 
from the fhore. 

I was not long in croffing over, and immediately I direfted my flaps to the village of 
Son. '1 here I met with a very good reception, according to cuftom; and I defired 
ih^^ would fliew me the properefl places for courfing. That very day I had difmiffed my 
interpreter} becaufe 1 had acquired a fufficient fmattering in the language of the country, to 
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be able to underftand all that the Negroes faid to me, and to explain my mihdto them .' 
They carried me to a particular fpot, where T faw a herd of antelopes; Init I laid afide 
all thoughts of fport, as foon as I perceived a tree of a prodigious thicknefs, which 
drew my whole attention. This was a calabalh-trce *, which the Jalotles call in 
their language. There was nothing extraordinary in its height; for it was only about 
fixty feel : but Its trunk was of a prodigious thicknefs. I extended my arms, as wide 
as poflibly I could, thirtetp. times, before I ciabraccd its circumference j and for greater 
exaftnefs, I meafured it afterwards round with packthread, and found it to be fixty- 
fivc feet: confequently the diameter was near twenty-tH’b. 1 do not believe that the 
like was ever feen in any other part of the world j i.d I am perfuaded, that if our 
ancient voyagers had been acquainted with this tree, they would have added feme fur- 
prifing» circumllanccs to its defeription. It is very extraordinary, that llii tree fliould 
have been entirely forgot by thofe who liave given us the hidory of Senegal; efpecially 
as there is hardly any other fo common in the rounfry. Out of the trunk I have been 
deferibing, of twenty-two feet in diameter, and from eight to twelve feet high, there 
iflued forth fcvcral bnmehes, fome of which extetukd themfelves horizontally, fo that 
the ends of them reached the ground: ihefe being the larged, were from forty-five to 
fifty-five feet in length. Each of thofe branches would have made one of the largelt 
trees in Europe; in fliort, the whole of this calabaditrcq fcemed to forma foreft of 
itfell. This was not all; the Negro, my guide, led me to a fccond, which was fixty- 
three feet in circumference, that is, one and twenty in diameter ; and one of its roots, 
which had been for the mod part laid bare by a neighbouring river, was a hundred and 
ten feet in length, without reckoning the part that lay hid under the water, and which 
I could not uncover. The fame Negro ftiewed me a third, not very far from thence; 
and moreover added, that without going out of the ifland, I might fee a great many 
more, not at all inferior to thofe in magnitude. My furprize was then at an end ; and 
fatisfied with feeing three, I got rea' V for the chace. 

I was prevented from going farther by an eaderly wind, which rofe all of a fudden 
with fiicli lury, that it feemed as if it would tear up the trees by the root. Thefe guds 
of wintl are generally forerunners of rain ; and this brought a thick cloud along with 
it, which burll immediately. The village was at I'ome diflance, fo that there were no¬ 
hopes of reaching it time enough. My Negroes feeing there was no place of (helter 
for them, threw oil theirand plunged into a little river which paffed clofe by 
the Ipot. This is their cullom, whenever they are caught in a florm, to jump into the 
water, rather than run the rifle of being wet by the rain, dreading its bad efl'ects. For 
my part, having neither time nor inclination to follow them, I retired under one of 
larged calabadi-trces then in figbt, reckoning I fhould be as fafe ':here as under the 
roof of a houle. The rain poured dowm with fuch violence, that it feemed as if heaven 
and earth were coming together ; every drop that fell, expanded itfelf a whole hand’s 
breadth on the ground. I felt nothing of the fird efforts of this dorm : but a few mi¬ 
nutes after, when the tree came to be well foaked, I was overwhelmed by the .water 
that gufhed out of its branches ; and their different finuations formed fo many beds, 
from whence ruflicd forth whole torrents, which uniting on the vad furface of the 
trunk, difeharged themfelves from thence like a river. •'I'he reader may eafily 
imagine, I could have no fine time of it, to day under thii, tree; I therefore got 
away from thence as quick as poflible, and Hood in the open field, where I did 
not fare much Jbetter: for I was expofed to the whole ‘lioleace of the ftorm, 
which laded a full hour, and at my return to the ifland of Senegal, 1 was informed, 
that there fell two inches three lines of water. 


* Bahobab. P. Alp. vol. ii. p. 37. 
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\ The river Niger being arrived at its highefl; increafe, overflowed all the country rouni 
the ifland of Senegal, fo as to render it impaflfable. Being therefore obliged to relin- 
quiih my walks, I liiw but one way to employ the long interval of time that the inun¬ 
ction was to lafl { and this was, to go over to a country not fubjeft to be overflown. 
A veflel was ready to fail for Goree, a fmall ifland, diilant about thirty-five fea 
leagues, fouth-fouth-eafl: from the ifland of Senegal, and very near Cape Verd. I 
thought I could do nothing better than to embrace fo favourab^ an opportunity; 
and therefore I embarked. We put to fea the 27th of Auguft, with the wind to 
the weftward, and not all favourable; but a fudden llorm * burfiing upon us one 
night, with a terrible eafl: wind, drove us with fuch violence, that only putting 
right before the wind, without any fail at all, we n^ade more way than wc had done 
for feven days before. During this tempeft we faw a light, which the mariners call the 
fire of St. Elme; it winded near a minute about the top of the mafl, and the cxircraity 
of the weather-flag, and then it difperfed. The failors looked upon it as a lucky omen, 
which encouraged them to hope that the tempeft was near at an end, and they were 
not deceived in their expeftaiions. 'I’he wind fubfided foon after, and the fea was 
reftored to its former tranquillity. 

The fourth of September, by break of day, w’e found ourfclvcs off Cape Verd : this 
to me was a new fight, who during four months that 1 had been at Senegal, had fecn 
no fuch thing as hills, and efpecially of ftonc. Soon after this, w^e cfjMed tlie Magdalen 
iflands, and that morning wc call anchor in the bay of Gorcc. Jhis ifland conlifls of 
a low narrow piece of land, and a fiuall but very fteep mountain, the whole ihc iixth 
part ojF a league in length. Notwithftanding its confined extent, the iituation renders 
It a very agreeable place : towards the fouth you enjoy a profpeft, terminated only by 
the fea; northward, you difeover at a diftance Cape Verd, and ail the oflier capes and 
neighbouring promontories. Though it is in the torrid zone, yet they brcaiiie a cool 
and temperate air almoft the whole year round : which is owing to the etpialitv oi days 
and nights, and its being continually rcfreflied by alternate breezes from the land and 
fea. M. de S. Jean, the direftor of this ifland, has embcllifhed it with fevera! line 
buildings: he has likewife fortified it, and is adding every day to the works; lo that it 
is now become impregnable f. By his diligence, feveral Irefla fprings have been dif- 
covered ; the gardens have been planted with excellent fruit-trees , Itvumes have been 
made to grow in great plenty ; in Ihort, by thefe different advantages, of a fmall barren 
ifland, he has maC it a fafe and delightful refidence. I had been recommended to him 
by M. de la Brue, his brother, diredor-general of the Settlement, and I could not but 
in confequence meet with every kind of encouragement, 

I'he rocks with which the ifland of Goree is furrounded, produce an infinite number 
of ihell and other fifh, which am ufed me for fome days; after which I embarked, the 
13th*of the fame month, on board a fmall veffel bound to Portudal, in order to trade 
for oxen and millet. I'his port, which the Negroes called 5<7//, is only nine leagues 
fouth of the ifle of Goree. I'he bar obliged us to anchor within half a league of the 
fliore, tnat we might not be daflied to pieces. A pirogue landed me without any acci¬ 
dent. I found the foil fandy, but of amazing fertility, and all covered with wood. 
The grewia I, afpecles of,po/jga!a, \!i\e rehreup \, zndihe deniboutlQnn\, formed a kind 
of copfe, over which the nienbins \\, or*1iog-plum-trees, known by the name ofin 
the language of that country, raife their heads, loaded with fruit. By its leaves, this 

• We give this name to all tempeftuous guft» of wiml, accompanied with rain, thunder, and lightning ; 
and wc make ufe of the ward dry Jlorm, to diftinguiih thofe guHs that arc without rain. 

f Compnodore Kcppl(r has lately demonllratcd oar author’s miftakc. | Trees unknown to Europe. 

t MoijBin arbor foliis fraxini, Iructululeo racemofo. Plum, gtn-p. 
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has fomething of the appearance of an afti-tree; but it is foon known by Its fruit, which 
in fize, fliape and colour, refemble the plums of St. Catherine: they were ripe at 
that rime; and I ate fome of them, which had a fliarp, aromatic and very agreeable tafte. 

I law alfo in thofe parts feveral fpinous lilk cotton-trees *, known to the inhabitants 
by the name of benten. and many other large trees. The Negroes had cut down a 
good deal of this wood to fow fields of fmall millet; and it was then almoft at its full 
maturity. 

All this fine country abc. unded with birds of the greatefl; beauty. The jay, which I 
mentioned already, was there in flocks : the brightuefs of its azure feathers, joined 
to the lively yellowneL of the birds called Ciirdinal parrows, with which all the fields 
were covered, had an admirable eifeft. Here was the only kindoffnail+ i’''.. ever I 
obfer’-ed in the whole country. I found it very frequently in an open meadow, full of 
riilh'. s and fea ambrofia: 1 faw even many of them alive, at the foot of the neighbour* 
ing trees, where they were enjoying the lliade. It is a thing worthy of obfervation, and 
whic h doubtlefs will appear furprifing, that in fuch a vaft extent of wooded country, 
there fhould be but one fort of Inail, while we meet with fo great a variety m 
temperate climates. 

I’hc French have never a laftory at Portudal; but when they go to trade there, they 
land at the Alkcr'?., or the governor of the village, who owns a great number of cot¬ 
tages. He appointed one for me, whore I took up my quarters. One night when I was 
fail afleep, I was wakened by a horrid flirieking, which threw the whole village into an up¬ 
roar. Innntdiately 1 inquiicd what was the matter ; and w'as told, that they were bewail¬ 
ing the dcatli of a youttg wninan, who had been bit about four leagues off by a ferpent, 
and died of the poiion iii lefs than two hours; and that her body had been juft now 
removed to her cottage. The firft fhriek was made, according to cuftom, by one of 
the female relations of the cieccal'ed, before her door, which was very near to mine. At 
thisfignal, all the women in the vi!'.<ge came out, and fetting up a molt terrible howl, 
they flocked about the place from whence the firft noife had ilfued. One would have 
imagined that they were all related to the deceafed, fo greatly (hV they feem to grieve 
and mourn ; and, undouotedly, this would have been a Itrong proof of their concern, 
if thofe lamentations had come from the bottom of their hearts ; but they were no more 
than outv,ard (how, and merely the effeO: of national cullom. This fliocking noife lafted 
fome hours, that is, till bteak of day ; then the relations of the deceafed, coming into 
the cottage, took hold of her hand, and afkcd her feveral queftions, which were followed 
by offers of fervice : but finding that flie made them no anfwer, they withdrew, faying : 
Alas ! fhc is dead. Her friends did the fame; afterwards they conveyed her body into 
the ground ; and on each fide they put an earthen pot, one full of water, and the other 
ol coiifcous : this without doubt was iniended for her nourifliment, in cafe flie fhould 
once more take it into her head to eat or to drink. When the burial was over, the cries 
and lamentations cealoil. Thus ended the lugubrious ceremony : their thoughts were 
now turned towards making an entertainment in honour of the deceafed ; and thai fame 
evening they had a fotgar, or a dance, which they continued for three nights fuccef- 
fively ; it was conduded in this manner : ^ 

Ail the young people of the village gathered together in a large area, in the middle 
of which llicy had lighted a great fire. 1 he fpedators formed a long Iquare, at both 
ends of which the dancers w'ere ranged in two oppofite lines, tfie men on one fide, the 
women on the other. There were two tabors to regulate the dance ; and as foon as 


• Ceyba vilicis folio, candice aculcato. Plum gen.p 42. 

-j- See the natural hiftory of univalveJbel/s, kind ; tlic fnail, plate I, fig. 1. Kamhul. 
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they had beat a march, the performers began a fong, the burden of which was repeated 
by all the fpeftators. At the fame time a dancer ftepping forth from each line, ad¬ 
vanced towards the oppofite perfon that pleafed him moft, to the diftance of two or 
three feet, and prefently drew back in cadence, till the found of the tabor ferved as a 
fignal for tlicm to come clofe, and to ftrike their thighs againft each other, that is, 
man to woman, and woman to man : this done, they drew back once more, and foon 
after reixewcd the fame monkey tricks, diverfifying their movements as often as the 
tabor direfted them, till at length they returned to their place, d’he other performers 
d J the fame, each in their turn, but without a repetition ; then the two lines drew 
;:e ir to one atiother, and acted their part in the fame manner. 'I’hat thefe gefturcs are 
very immodeil, is obvious; but the other movements, which are h.ardly perceived, 
nnlefs one is ufed to them, innlt be much more fo. d’hc Negroes do not dance a Aep, 
but every member of thcii body, every joint, and even the head itfelf, exprefftth a 
ilifferent motion, always keeping time, let it be never fo quick. And it is in the exact 
proportioning of this infinite number of motions, that the Negroes dexterity in dancing 
chiefly confifts ; mme but ihofc that arc as fupple as they, can poflibly imitate their 
agility. Notwithfianding the violence of this exercife, it laflcd a good part of the night, 
during which they drank off feveral pots of a very flrong fort of beer made of millet. 
They began the fame feene the two nights following, and the third their entertain¬ 
ments ceafed. An European, on fuch an occalion, would have gone into mourning 
for fome months ; while the African feizes this opportunity to rejoice: fuch are the 
whimfical cuftoms of different nations ; what produceth joy and plcafurc to one, is a 
fubje^ of grief to another. 

I had landed very eafily upon my anfival at Portudal, becaufe tb.c fea was gentle and 
calm : but at my return 1 was nxuch embanatfed how to reach our vclTtl ; as there 
was then a great fweli, and the agitation of the waves upon the bar rendered it very 
dangerous and difficult to get over. We ventured iieverthclefs in a large/b cc/v.;, the 
agent for the company, a few pafl'engcrs, and myfelf; who were prepared to empty 
the water as fatt as it came in, with half calalraffies. The boat was thus laden, when a 
wave drove on (liore, and lifted it off, with the alliftance of four Negroes, all goi)d fwiin- 
meis ; they pufhed it forwards with their whole might, and leaped in as faff as the part 
where tliey were to row entered the water. We foon found ourfelves in a very high fca, 
when the waves fwelliug like a ridge of iiills, drove againft the pirogue, and wafhed it 
all over. w urked hard, and with great rel'olution, to empty it again ; and indeed 

we had enough iijxm our hands, while tlie Negroes rowed with all their might, to avoid 
the waves', w'hicli came rolling upon them. Now theraifed its prow upon the 
back of a billow, while its item funk deep into the water; now it was fupported as it 
were at both ends on the edge of two difl’erent waves ; now only the middle of it was 
fufpended upon a rolling furge, fo that the extremities feemed to be poifed ia the air. 
In this manner, apprehending every moment to be overfet and inevitably loft, we got 
over the bar with great good fortune, and went on board the vcflel, which carried us 
to the Ille of Gorcc, w'here wc arrived the 24th of September, about night-fall. 

'fw^o days after, M. de Saint Jean, intending to favour me with an excurfion to the 
Magdalen iflands, diftant a league frgim Gorcc, fitted out a veffel on which 1 embarked 
along with him and forne officers of his department. Of thefe two iflands only one is 
accefliblc ; the other is a naked ftceprock, very high above the furface of the water, 
and all white with the ordure, which plungeons, gulls, and other fea-fowls, leave behind 
them. The chief Magdalen ifland, though fmall, might be inhabited, if it had but a 
harbor j but it is acceflible only by a fmall creek, full of rocks, and generally tem- 
peftifous. This creek forms a kind of long canal, which terminates in a natural bafon 
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of an oval figure, hollowed in the rock, twelve feet deep, and twelve fathoms long, 
with tranfparent water, where one may bathe in fafety. The illand is only one con- 
tinued mountain, almoft round, and like that of Goree : it has alfo two fmall fprings, 
which are dried up in the winter. The profpeft from thence is very beautiful and ex- 
tenfive, and the air extremely frefli: but it would not be worth while to ftay there for 
this alone. Its rocks ferve for a receptacle to an infinite number of ring-doves, natural* 
to that country, and which dilFcr from thofc of Europe only in the fuperior delicacy and 
tafte of their flelh. 

Having already obferved that the Negroes are negli 'jent and idle to excefs, I lliall 
give here another proof of it. M. de Saint Jean had cabled fome potatoes to be planted 
in this illand, in order to engage the neighbouring Negroes, who come hit^icr very 
often, to continue and improve the culture of them, by which means they might fell 
them afterwards to the company. Accordingly, they catne a few days before us, and 
carried away all the potatoes, without minding to plant the olF-fets again, which we 
found lying upon the ground, dried up with the heat of the fun. 

The moll remarkable plants on this illand, were the fame as thofe which I had obferved 
at Goree. Below I faw feveral new fpecies oi fpennacocc and bclianihenioidcs, which the 
French call falade dc matelots, that is, failor’s fallet, becaufe they eat the leaves of it 
like purflaae, which it refembles in tafte. Higher up, there were corchorus's, or Jew’s 
mallows*, and a great deal of bindweed with cut leaves. The fummit of the mountain 
was covered with variety of Ihrubs, fuch as palma Chrijli's, tap 'ta's\, and ftinking callia, 
among which there was great plenty of dracunculus\, as alfo of ornithogalum with gireen 
leaves, and a very pretty fpecies of amaranthus (j. There were alfo fome calabalh trees 
from five to fix feet diameter: they had all of them European names, with the letters 
cut very deep into the bark. We did not chufe to deviate from the cuftom, therefore 
each man cut his name. For my part, I was fatisfied with repairing two of them, 
which were old enough to deferve lb trouble : one was dated the fifteenth, and the 
other the fixteenth century. The letters were about fix inches long j but in breadth 
they occupied only a very fmall part of the circumference of the trunk; from whence 
I concluded they had not been cut w'hen thofe trees were young. However, thefe in- 
feriptions are fuflScient, I think, to determine pretty nearly the age which thefe calabafh 
trees may live to; for, if we fuppofc, that thofe in queftion were cut in their early 
years, and that they grew fix feet in the fpace of two centuries, one may reckon how 
many centuries are requifite, for their {hooting up to five and twenty feet, which is 
the laft term of their growth. 

After fpending three days agreeably in herborizing on the illand of Magdalen, and 
in obferving the beautiful Ihells w'hich it produces, we returned to Goree, from whence 
I fet fail the 2d of October for the illand of Senegal. Ten days was I detained at fea, 
by contrary winds at N. E. which would have made me extremely uncafy, h. d they 
not afibrded me an opportunity of making a very important obfervation. The 6t^ of 
the fame month, at half an hour paft fix in the evening, wc were about fifty leagues 
from the coaft, when four fwallows came to take their right’s lodging in our veffel, 
and pitched upon the llirouds. 1 catched them all four with great cafe, and found them 
to be European fwallows. This lucky incident cbnfirmed me in the fufpicion £ had 
formerly entertained, that thofe birds crofled the fea to get into the torrid zone, as foon 

* Corchorus five melochia. J. R. 2. 982. 

■f Tapia aiborea tripliylla. Plum. gen. pa^. zz. In Englifli, The garlic pear-tree. , 

j Arum pcilyphyllum ceylanicum, caulc Icahro, viridi diluto, maculis albicantibus t olato. Cemm^'-'Pprt, 
Am/l. •ool. i. /ai. 52. 'cCi*, , 

II Amaranthus verticillatus minor, Bengalcnfis ferpylli foliis incalia. Plut.phyiog.tub. 10./^.^. 
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as the winter approached: and indeed I have obferved fmce, that they are never feen 
but at this time of the year at Senegal, along with quails, wagtails, kites and feme 
other birds of paffage, which go thither every year, when the cold drives them away 
from the temperate countries of Europe. Another fad not lefs worthy of remark is, 
that the fwallows do not build their nefts in Senegal as in Europe ; they lie every night, 
•two and two, or Angle, on the fea-lhore, which they feem to like better than inland 
places. 

I was likewife amufed in this long paffage with looldng at the flying fiflies. It was 
then their feafon, and the fea was, in fome meafure, filled with them. In fizc they 
are equal to a gudgeon or a whiting : they have two fins almofl as long as their whole 
body, which ferve them for wings to fly upon the water. The gold fifli and bonitoe 
are extremely greedy of the flying fifli, and at that time were in full purfuit of them ; 
fo that every minute you might fee little clouds of the latter rifing above the water, and 
endeavouring to avoid their cruel enemies. As they balance thenifelves in the air, 
merely by the humidity of their wings, their flight was very fliort; a great many of 
thofc that had flown above the fliip, fell down again; and we caught a confiderable 
number of them, without any further trouble. 1 ate fome, which 1 found very tender 
and well tailed. 

I arrived at Senegal the 12th of Oftober, when the trees, the fields and the meadows, 
felt equally the efleils of the frelhnefs of the feafon, occafioned by ilie rain ; and the 
eye was delighted with an agreeable verdure, which had I'uccceded a frightful drouglit. 
The rains were over: and as the bed of the Niger began to fall, the voyage to Podor 
feemed of courfe more pradicable. I could not llizc on a better opportunity for my 
refearches on the banks of that river; and tliereforc I thought of taking a Iccond trip 
to that place. I knew that as the winds are feldom favourable at this feafon of the year, 
our voyage would not be very expeditious. Flattering myfelf therefore, with the hopes 
of great fuccefs in the obfervations I was about to make, I embarked the twenty-third 
of the fame month. It is common for the vcifels that undertake this voyage, to pro¬ 
vide themfelves v/ith w'ood over againll. the point of the ifle Bileche, in a place that 
has fince retained the name of the Wood-illand, within a Ihoi t league of Senegal. 
Here we ttopt at a very agreeable fpot, where the vcfl'el entered with all cafe among 
the mangroves, and was lliaded with their verdant foliage.' While we w'cre taking in 
our wood, I went afliorc on the ifland, which by the inundation had been rendered one 
continued flough or morals. On each fide I linelt a delicious Iragrancy, the caul'c of 
which I could not divine, till advancing into the wood, I arrived half-knee deep in 
water, at a fpot which I faw all covered with a kind of mufliroom, different from 
t|ie iEgyptian. It was then in bloflbin, and diffufed, as I obferved before, a moll 
pleafing odour. 

From this place to the village of Maka, both banks of the Niger are fo covered with 
mai[lgroves, that it is impollible to walk on foot. As we had no wind, the laptots were 
obliged to hawl the vefl’el with a rope up to their waift in water, and fometimes deeper. 
At firll we advanced five or fix leagues a day, before we reached the Mulketoe trading- 
place, becaufe the river runs almoll north and foiith, till it comes to tliat place, and 
the winds were not quite contrary f but from thence to Podor, it changes its diredion 
from well to eaft, and with a good deal of difficulty could we proceed three leagues a 
day. One time we were retarded by a flioal; another time the trdts along the banks 
hindered the bawling of the vell'el, and a good part of the day was fpent in towing it*. 

,To tow a Ycffcl, is to diaw it by a rope fadened to a tree, or to an anchor, which is let drop into the 
water. 

As 
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As ihcfe ubftrudlons afforded me time and opportunity to reconnoitre the country, I 
went on fiiorc mornin[^ and evening, where I pierced my way through the woods, and 
traverfed ti)c rnorad'es and tilt fields, herborizing and courfing all the way; fo that I 
iiever returned empty handed. In one place, a plant or an infe£t, flopped me; in 
uiiother, ibinc extraordinary quadiupctl, or Ionic bird decked with the moft beautiful 
feathers ; every obied that ollcrtd iifeU’ to niy light, was new to me. 

A little above the Mulkcloe trading-pLie\-, I begiui to fee crocodiles : when I fay I 
began to fee them, I mean by hundreds ; fj-- there are feme towards the ifland of 
Senegal. But this ipot fcenis to be their genera! rendc; ous, even of the very largeft : 
for I have beheld loinc that were from fifteen to ei-., .teen feet long; and I do not 
know that there are any above this fize. I'bere we e upwards of two 'nird.red, .vhich 
appeared all at the fame time above water. As the vellel pafl'ed that way, they were 
frightened, and immediately plunged their heads into the river, but role again very 
foon to take breath, bccaufe they cannot keep more tlian a few minutes under water. 
When they fwim on the furface, you fee only the upper part of their head, and a 
fmall part of the back; at which time they bear not the lead refemblance to live crea¬ 
tures ; but one would take them for the trunks of trees floating on the river. In this 
attitude, which leaves them the ufe of their eyes, they fee what paffes on both banks ; 
and as loon as they perceive any animal coming to drink, they plunge under water, and 
fwim up to it with the greatcll expedition ; then feizing it by the leg, they drag it into 
the ftreain, where it is loon drowned, and then they devour it. ' 

We had not yet advance'd five and twenty leagues the 30th Oclober. That morning 
I efpied a very licautiful jilain to the left of the river Niger, oppolite the village of 
Gaiiclor; p'eafed wilh the prufpeft, I went a-fhore, but foon had reafon to repent it. 
After having walked about an hour, I found the jiaffage flc;pped up by the tnarigot of 
Ouafoul, V. hieb was tiien very confiJeralde. 'J'he river makes an elbow a little above 
this fpot. 'I'hc Ihip’s company lliufie he wind favourable, had gained above a league 
upon me, ami had ''O thoughts of waiting, not knowing the perplexity I was under; 
and yet 1 was obliged to come up wilh them. 1 . liad taken wiili .nj only a Negroe of 
Banbara, wlio had offered his iervice on the occafion : for it is not to be imagined 
what difliculty I had to prevail on any of thofe, who had once made an excurfion with 
me to attend me again: they were but too fenfible of the rilks 1 ran ; and they did not 
receive pleafurc enough to like a Ihaie of my toils. 

With my Banbara 1 advanced about half a league through a morafs, formed by an 
inundation of the waters of the marigot on thole low lands, from whence 1 extricated 
myfclf with difliculty, wading up to my knees in water, and meeting every minute with 
prodigious large ferpents, elpecially of that Ijpecies vvhofe bodies are iUrprizingly thick, 
in comparifon to their length. 1 avoided thofe animals as foon as I efpied them ; but 
iny Negroe heartened me, by affirming they were not noxious. I fhot one vety near 
me, that was almoll a foot in diameter, and eight and a half in length. The Negyoe 
threw it over his fhoulder, reckoning to feafl upon it with his comrades. 

When I had advanced a few Heps towards the bed of the niarigot^ I entered, though t 
had my clothes on, into the water up to my waill; but I did not cxireto go further, as I 
might have met with fome hole, which would have embarrafled me greatly. I there¬ 
fore fent my Negroe to found the bottom ; and in the meanwhile I got upon a tree, in 
order to avoid the 4 p‘pentH..and the water, which began to fatigue me. After founding 
three different places, he was of opinion he could cany me over a particular fpot, 
wlicre the water came up only to his nollrlls, when he ftood on tip-tcc. Th^ fa'low 
was tall, being fix feet fome inches. I mounted upon his ftioulders, with my 'guh jn 
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my hand, a few birds, and a bundle of plants. He was foon-in the water up to his 
neck; and I was not without fome apprehenfion, when I faw myfelf defcend gradually 
up to my waift: however, 1 refigned myfelf to his fkilful guidance, or rather to ray 
own good fortune, and I let him do as he pleafed. He waded through the middle of 
the marigot with amazing refolution, without being in the lead; daunted, though he was 
obliged to fwallow three large gulps of water, which for fome time took away his 
breath. As foon as I efcaped this danger, I cfpied a plant of very extraordinary beauty, 
floating on the water: this was a cadelari*, with foft filver leaves. That moment I 
forgot every other objefi:, and though my Banbara was ftill up to his chin in water, I 
ventured to pluck the charming plant. Thus I efcaped very luckily out of the marigot 
of Ouafoul, which at that time was very near a hundred and twenty fathoms broad, 
that is, about twice the breadth of the Seine at Pont Royal 5 and I overtook the veflel 
before noon. 

That very evening, doubting whether I Ihould be able to find my way on the fide of 
the river, where I had run fuch a rifk in the morning, I landed on the oppofite bank, 
but was not more fortunate. Every now and then I met with forelts of reeds from ten 
to twelve feet high, which tried my patience to the full, when I was obliged to go 
through them. I'here was no fort of path ; and in many places the reeds flood fo 
thick, as to deprive me, in a manner, from feeing either fley or land. 

The following days 1 I'pent more agreeably ; we arrived in tliofe parts, where the 
hippopotami or fea horfes, are very common. This is the largell of all amphibious 
animals, and is to be found no where but in the African rivers, in frefh water: and 
one thing worthy of obfervation is, that it has been never feen any where elfe but in 
this part of the world, to which it feems particularly to belong. It is commonly drawn 
in the figure of an ox, which indeed is the animal it refembles moll; but its legs are 
much fhorter, and its head is monllrous large. In regard to its fize, the fea horfe may 
take precedency after the elephant and the rhinoceros. Its jaws are armed with four 
large tufks, whciewith it loofeiis the roots of trees, on which it feeds. It cannot abide 
long under w'ater, for want of refpiration ; which obliges it to carry its head now and 
then above the furface, in the fame manner as the crocodile. It neighs much in the 
fame manner as a horfe, but with fuch vehemence, that it may be heard very diflindly 
a quarter of u league off. 

In this very neiglibourhood, befidcs the fea horfe there is a fecond fpecies of croco¬ 
dile, not at all inferior to the other in diiaenfions. It is diflinguiflied by its colour, 
which is black ; and by its jaws, which are a great deal longer than the others : it is 
alfo more carnivorous, and is even faid to be greedy after human flefli. 

The veffel fometimes plied on one, and fimictimes on the other bank of the river, 
which were all along bordered with Ib’rubs, commonly of willows, or felbans, covered 
with bind-weeds, or dog’s bane, of fcveral kinds, which after creeping round their 
branches, hung their iprigs, loaded witli flowers of various colours. At the foot of 
theie flirubs waved the pcrficaria, ailb in flower. Thus I failed along a charming mea¬ 
dow, on which were feeding a multitude of grafs-hoppers, whole beautiful green, 
variegated wifh the !)^eliefl red, had an admirable effetl. Further on, the palmettos 
reared their lofty heads above the fcmcUers\ and acacia's, which overfpread the refl of 
the ground. In fliort, nothing could be more beautiful than the profpeft with which 
my eye was refrefhed, the (pace of fifteen leagues and upwards,,|jfom the defert to 
the village of Bokol. And indeed this would be the moft agreeable river in the world, 

Cadelari. Hort, Mai, part. 10. jiag, 155. tab. 78, f A fpecics of buuhinia not deferibed. 
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were it not from the continual apprehenfion from the crocodiles, and fometimes from 
the fea horfes with which it abounds. 

The above mentioned palmetto is what the Negroes call ronn*, a name which the 
French have been pleafed to change into that of randier. Its trunk is very large and 
ftraight, like a column from fifty to fixty feet high, from the upper end whereof iffues 
forth a bundle of leaves, which, in turning off, form a round head : each leaf repre- 
fents a fan of five or fix feet in expanfion, fupported by a tail of the fame length. Of 
thefe trees fome produce male flowers, which are barren: others, called female, are 
loaded with fruit, which fuccced each other uninterruptedly, almoft the whole year 
round. They brought me fevcral of the bignefs of u ordinary melon, but fomewhat 
rounder. They were invelopcd in two fldns as tough as leather, and thick ^ ftrong 
parchment; within-fide the fruit was yellowifli, and full of filaments, faltened to three 
large kernels in the middle. The Negroes are very fond of this fruit: when it is 
baked under the alhes, it taftes very much like a quince ; it has a pretty ftrong feent, 
but extremely agreeable. 

The Niger willow is dilTerent from the F.uropean. It has the trunk and the weak- 
nefs of the oiler ; but its leaves are very fliort, and made round at the ends. The 
Negroes give it the name of kdclc: of all the trees in the country, it is one of the 
moil lel'pecled ; its younger branches pafs into the hands of the ladies, who make 
pick-tooths of them ; and for want of thefe, which leave a little bitternefs in the mouth, 
they ufe the branches of fome other fine feented trees. Thefe different forts of pick- 
tooths are called fukiou. 

1 faw every day lb great a number of elephants all along the banks of the river, that 
the fight was no longer a furprize to me. I'he fifth of November, as I was walking 
in the woods over againft the village of Dagana, I perceived a number of their footfteps 
very freflt. I traced them clofe almoft two leagues, and at length I difeovered five of 
thole animals, three of which wen - eltering in their filth like fwine, and the fourth 
was ftanding up with its little one, eating the ends of the branches of an acacia, which 
it had but juft broke. Bv comparing the height of the tree ag linii which this elephant 
ftood, 1 judged that it was at leaft eleven or twelve feet, from the foie of its foot to 
the buttocks ; its tuiks projedled the length of near three feet. Though thofe animals 
did not a-piiear to be allcifteil at feeing me, yet I thought it advifable to retire. Con¬ 
tinuing my journey, I found very itrong impreflions of their footfteps, which I mea- 
fured, and they were near a foot and a half diameter. Their dung was a good deal 
like that oi a horfe, and formed balls leven or eight inches thick. 

The next day 1 had an infmiie plcafurc in vifiting the beautiful fields on the fide of 
Bokol. Firil of all 1 walked under trees full of green monkeys, who!'.: gambols were very 
diverting. Next 1 came to a place abounding w'ith game, where I had excellent fpdrt. 
From thence 1 entered into a little thicket near a morals, which drew whole flocks of 
Guinea-hens. While I was lying in arnbulh on this fpot, I efpied one of thofe enor¬ 
mous wild boars, peculiar to Africa, and of v.hich I do not remember, that any ’.fitural 
liilb rian has made mention, lie was coming full drive at me, and would have certainly 
ovi n ken me if 1 had not warned him, as it were, to diredi Ips fteps another way, by 
the nolle I made in taking aim at him. lie was bhyck like our European wild boats, but 
a viul deal larger, lie had tour great tuiks, the two uppermoil oi winch were bent into a 
fcinicircle towar^ tlte forehead, where tlicy refeinbled the horns worn by other animals. 

The nearer 1 drew to Podor, the more I was expoled to danger, hecaule the l)anks 
of the Niger are more lonefome, el'pecially that towards the north,. Yet neither me 
dangers 1 was expofed to from wild bcafts, nor the toil of courft.ig in the \/ood^, 

* Cariii-pana. Hurt, Maiab. wl. p, ii. tab. 9. 
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which are rendered inacceffible by thorns ; nor the fultry heats of the eafl: wind, that 
obliged me every inflaiit to have recourfe to the river w'aters, in order to quench iny 
^'iolent thirft ; none of all thefe inconveniences deterred me ; nothing was capable of 
cooling my courage. I had an amazing good ftatc of health ; and this bore me up 
in the midft of lo many perils and toils, under which a great many would have funk. 

The feventh of November there happened to me an adventure, far more eiitical aiul 
more terrifying than any I had hitherto met with. I ufed alternately to walk on cither 
bank of the river, but that day 1 happened to be on the north fide. I walked and 
courfed in a del’ert counirv, that had never been cultivated, over-run with wcnnl. as 
ancient as the country iiiclf, and the thicknefs of which, independently of the wild 
heaths that lurk there, ought naturally to have filled me with horror. In'lpite of the 
dangers and inconveniencies infeparable Ifom this kind of fport, my curiofiiy kd me 
into the thickelf parts of the w'ood, invited by the animals, plants, and birds, of whic'i 
there was prodigious jdenty. 'I’hc negroe, whom 1 had taken with me as a eor.i- 
panion, iollo’.ved me at a great diflaiice. It was now noon-day, and 1 had learcely loaded 
my piece, alter kil'ing two toucans, when I beheld a tiger at a little utllancc. He had 
not as yet efpied me, lor there was a tree between us ; but he walked \vi(h a very 
How pace, his head inclining tow-ards the ground. Inltantly I clapped a ball into my 
piece, in order to take aim oi him behind a tree, and in my left hand 1 held a hanger, 
llcaring thefe motions, the tiger turned quickly towards where I was, and darteil his 
angry eyes at me. Though 1 was not twelve feet dillant iroin him, fUlI I thought it 
imprudent to fire, bccaqfe I w'as alone, and fiiould have run a very gretit ritk, il 1 ditl 
not lay him dead upon ilie fpot. 1 ihendore toolc the refolution, which fccined to me 
the moll prudent on the like occafiou : this was fijll to keep lull aim at him, with one 
knee bent for greater fecurily, and to beat ihc grcmid with the other foot wilhout 
appearing difmayed, in order to determine him to }uirfue his way. 'I'his he did in an 
inliant ; and taking fuch a leap, as I never beheld in my life, lie freed me from the 
uneafinefs into which his ddagrecable preience had thrown me. 

That very iidh.tit I quitted the wood, to draw- near tlic rivcr-lule, where my nc!>roe 
did not come to me till an luiur after. We waited a long time for the velfel without 
hearing any lidi:>gs of it: we likewiie wwnt on a little further ; but all to no purpthe. 
We had left il above two lcag;ue.s behind us, and there was no probability of its arrival 
belore fun-iet. It was four o’clock in the afternoon; and from fi.v in the morning 
tliat I had been toiling, 1 had tailed nothing but water, of which I had drank a great 
quantity, to temper tlie heats I felt from the I'corching rays of the fun. Bting now 
ojiprcfled with hunger, as well as my negroe, I determined to dine after the lavag.c 
faiiiion. All the requifites were at hand. 1 hail killed in my walks more game than 
loi/r hungry men could devour at one meal. My negroe was not embarrallcd to 
roall it: he rubbed two Hicks together, wliich took fire in an inflant; then he made 
a W ooden ii-iit, and garnirned it with -a toucan, two partridges, and two Guinea-hens. 
Aa. fo.ni as 1 had dined, which I may be faid to liave done with more frugality and 
left ceremony tliau the negroes thcmfelves ; I thought I could do no greater fervice 
to myfclf, and to every krenchman that Ihould happen hereafter to walk in this dan¬ 
gerous neighbourhood, flian to let fy;e to the w'ood, in the inanuer pradlifed by the 
negroes. Diniu^; the fpacc ol two hours that 1 ftaid there, 1 threw' in fuel fufiicient 
to fpresd die ci nllagration for feveral leagues through this vail dclert^ w'hich extends 
from the village called Ndoininmatigas as far as Podur, for a fpacc of above twenty 
leagues ; it is ir ipentcv! but very rarely by the Moors, who encamp in fonie places, 
wliich they ptcvioufly let. on fire. At feven in the even, the long wilhed-for veffel 
arrived ’when 1 wont on board with great fatisfadlion, by the blaze of the bonfire: 
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eight days afterwards I heard, that it was ftill burning, and had laid the country open 
for feveral leagues. 

The dghth we arrived at Lamnai, a fmall ifland, which very jullly mijrht be called 
the ifland of birds; it lies very low, and is not two hundred fathoms in length. The 
trees were covered with fuch a prodigious number of cormorants and herons of every 
kind, that the lapiots, in going up a rivulet, filled a boat, in lefs than half an hour, 
as well with the young onet, which they took either with their hands, or knocked 
down with flicks; as with the old ones, of which every At )t brought down feveral dozens. 

In this ifland I found a plant, which 1 had not ye* feen ; it is well known by the 
name of theof Egypt, that furprizing plant, which is faid to move m the 
waters of the Nile, feeking for nutrition in the fame manner as animal'!. Surely this 
is a made Rory, or perhaps the loofe deferiptions which travellers have given of it, have 
been interpreted in a wrong fenfe. I’he Jhatiote of the Niger is the fame as that of 
the Nile, of which we have a figure in Profper Alpimis *, and in the garden of Mala¬ 
bar t: and its roots are fo deeply fixed in the earth, that it is with difficulty they can 
be plucked up. What has given rife to this error is, that the above-mentioned plant 
produces fmall tufts of leaves, at a verv great diflancc from each other, and fupported 
by a flein, w Inch, after floating on the water, lofes iilelt infenfibly in the earth ; much 
in the fame manner as the poiamogetons, the nymphoidcs, and even the leaves of the «£- 
nufa/\, or water-lilly. 

Being fo near to Podor, which we deferied from afar, over the low. lands, I began 
the more ardently to wifli for the happy hour of landing, as the veflll hardly advanced 
above three or four leagues a day. At length this hour came the tenth of Novem¬ 
ber ; and the nineteenth day put a period to this tedious and laborious voyage, which 
1 had perfirrmed in the hottell month of the year. 'I’he thermometer could not be 
expol'ed with any fafety, except i;; ■ • fliips cabin j where it marked by twelve at 

noon from .jo to 4 r degrees. This cabin was fo greatly wanned by the fun, that 
even in the. night-time it Itill preferved from ■^o to 32 degrees ' T h-at ; it was like a 
Hove, or rather a fiery furnace ; the pitch and tar were melted to fuch a degree, as to 
pals ihrough all the joints of the vefleh In fhorr, the heat I endured in this voyage, 
was htcli, that I do not think it can pofilbly be more violent in any other part of the 
worhi : hence I am not at all l urprized, that mofl of the French, who are near two months 
in performing the voyage of (Talain \ in July and Augull, fliouid feldom get there 
widiout being feized wIili burning fevers. And thercftirc it is that thole, wliom ex¬ 
perience oi- a thorough knowledge of the country has rendered more prudent, do not 
fail to embark in the month of .lune, as foon as the waters are I.ig'r enough. Then 
they have a great deal lefs to fufl'er from the inreniperatenefs ol die rainy i’eatbn, anti 
of the heats, which increafe daily frcmi tlie month of June to November; fo that they 
would never be able to bear them, were they to fet nut in September or Oftober. 

Another inconveniency of the voyage to Podor or Galam. in the month of Oci fcer, 
is owing to the muiketocs and bees. 1 have clfewhcre mentioned how troublefome the 
former are : but the latter are flill more fo. Every day towards^ twelve o’clock, 1 was 
hire of being vifited by one, two, and fomctimc.% more I'warms, which made their 
entrance into the cabbin, atinided, in all probability, by the pe netrating and refinous 
fn.ell of the pitch and tar. Isuch tormenting viiitors obliged me to quit the veflel, 
and to feek for peace on lliore. 

* Hay alcm cl mnovi, id eft, tlraliotcs. Prnffi. jUp. JEgypt. v. 7,, p. <1. ' 

t Kadda-pail. II art. Mai vol. ii, p. ^2. tah. 

t Galam is upward* of 700 miles above thcmoulh.«fthe River, and the principal pi. cc of trade for gold,, 
flaves, Sjc. 
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The fame thing happened to me at Podor in November and December. It Is very 
likely, that during thofe three months the fwarras quit their old hives to build new 
ones: for at that time, you frequently meet with very confulerable heaps of them. 
One day I faw the roof of a houfe, the furface of which was fixteen fquare feet, 
covered with a lay or bed, four lingers thick, of bees heaped up in this manner. 
This is an evident proof of the prodigious number of thofe infects. They lodge every 
where, but more particularly in the trunks of trees made hollow by time. This year 
they had three hives at our fettlement at Podor; one between the lliutters and the 
window of the room on the firft floor: the other on the ground floor, in a fmall prefs 
full of old iron, a leaf of which was opened every day ; and it flood at the bottom 
of a very dark warehoufe: the third was in the ceiling of another warchoufe, juft 
behind the door. With difficulty could we drive away tliofe infefts, even in the night 
and with the help of fire: they know how to diftinguilh in the dark thofe who moleft 
them, and they lliew their revenge by moft pungent flings. 

Thefe bees differ from thofe of Europe only in fize. There is this Angularity in 
their honey, that it never acquires a confiftency like ours; but is always liquid and 
like a brown fyrup. We may affirm, it is influitely liipcrior, both in delicacy and 
tafte, to the belt honey collected in the fouthern parts of France. 

The country about Podor had now a very different face from what it wore at the 
time of my firft voyage. Inftead of a dry barren plain, I beheld an agreeable cham¬ 
paign, interfected with moraffes, where rice grew naturally without being fown. The 
higher grounds were covered with millet: and there alfo the indigo and cotton plants 
difplayed a moft lovely verdure. Almoft all the aquatic plants of warm climates, 
pafled in review before me : 1 obferved the -watcr-Ully *, two forts of pontederia f, the 
juffiaa's J, the lemmas and the pongati §, of the garden of Malabar. I likewife met with 
feveral fpecies of alijnia, bindweed, nenuphar, ulriculaire, hottonia ||, adhatoda, bcAdes 
a great multitude of cyperufes, or galingales, and other, moftly unknown, plants. 

My curioAty was not confined to the adjacent Aelds j it extended alfo to the woods 
and marigots two leagues all round. There I found many new fpecies of trees and 
birds of exquiAte beauty. But of all the extraordinary things 1 obferved, nothing 
{truck me more than certain eminencies, which, by their height and regularity, made 
me take them at a diftance, for an aflemblage of Negroes huts, or a confiderable vil¬ 
lage ; and yet they were only the nefts of certain infects. They ate round pyramids, 
from eigbt to ten feet high, upon nearly the fame bafe, with a fmooth furface of rich 
clay, excfcflively hard and well built. The infide is a labyrinth of little galleries, in¬ 
terwoven one with the otlier, and anfwering to a fmall opening, which gives ingrefs 
and regrefs to the infers that inhabit it. They are called vag-vagues ; and perhaps 
are the fame as thofe which go by the name of wood-lice and white ants in America 
and the Eaft Indies. They are ffiaped like the common ants ; but their members are 
nottfo diftind. Their body, befides being of a dirty white, is alfo much foftcr, fuller, 
and as it were, of an unduous nature. Thefe creatures multiply prodigioufly ; and 
when they want to make a lodgment, they attack foine dead trunk of a tree, into which 
they quickly’eat their Vay. 

In my two voyages I had carefully drawn a plan of the river Niger, from its mouth 
to Podor; fo that there remained only for me, to know the latitude of this place. 
The difference I found between my plan, and that of the ancient and modem charts, 

* Nyrophica Indfca minor laevis. Rumph. Herh. ylmb. v. 6. p. 167. tab. Ti-fig- 3 - 

f Pontederia flori\ms umbeHatiE. Lin. fi. Zeyl. 129. J New fpecies. 

(p Pengati. JF/er/. Maleb. v. il.p. 47. lab. 24, 

II Hottonia llore foHtario, cx fulioruni alls provenientc. Burm. Tb, Zeyl.pag> isi« fub. fig> i* 
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made me fufpefl: that the latitude had not been nghtly determined ; if it be true that 
they worked upon it at all. In order to be certain, I fixed, with the reqijifite pre¬ 
cautions, a gnomon eight feet one inch and a line in height, upon a platform, reduced 
to a very exaQ: level. During the month of November and part of December, I ob- 
ferved thereon different points of the fun’s fhadow, which by calculation gave me its 
height. Thence I concluded Podor to be i 6 degrees 44 ' minutes north latitude, ac¬ 
cording to the account I tranfmitted at that time to M. Le Monnier, who was pleated 
to communicate it to the academy of fcicnces *. This obfervation is of fome importance, 
fince it corredls an error of above 15 minutes, by whirlt all other maps place Podor 
too far north ; and it greatly diminiflies the length of iiis river, whofe diredion has 
been alfo wrong laid down by molt geographers. Thus, befidea the advantage T' „aped 
from my fecond voyage to Podor, in informing myfelf of the natural hillory of tlje 
country ; it likewife enabled me to v ;rify and corred an effential point of geography, 
with regard to the courfe of the Niger, of which we know but a very fmail part 
as yet. 

In failing down this river, the winds were as favourable to us as they had been ad- 
verfe in afeending. 1 left Podor the 17th of December, and arrived the 21ft at the 
illand of Senegal; fo that I was only five days in my return, whereas I had been nine¬ 
teen in going to Podor. As the waters decreafed, they left on the banks of the river 
a flime, which the Negroes know how to make the mod of; for they had fown every 
part of it with large millet, tobacco, and feveral Ibrts of French beans. 

I did not ftay long upon the ifland of Senegal; for 1 left it the i ith of January the 
enfuing year, to return a fecond time to the illand of Goree, where I arrived the 15th. 
From thence I was to make the voyage of Gambia, with MelT. de la Brue and de 
Saint Jean ; one the direftor of the fettlement of Senegal, the other of the ille of Goree. 
They were going to reftore the French fadtory of Albreda, fituate upon this river, 
within fix or feven leagues of its mo-.and about fifty from the ifle of Goree. Three 
veflcls fet fail together the loth of February, and entered the river Gambia the 20th. 
Its mouth does not begin, properly fpeaking, till you are at the point of the bar ; 
though if!! bed advances a good way into the fea, by means of the land banks or flats 
betwixt the Illand of Birds and Cape St. Mary. The cape is a high land, which you 
leave upon your right. From the point of the bar to the faftory of Albreda, the river 
has a very unequal breadth j in fome places it is a league over, and a little more in 
others. Its banks are very high, and bordered on both fides with tall trees, which 
plainly Ihew the goodnefs of the foil. 

We call anchor over againft the fadlory, and ftaid a few days in the road, without 
going alhore. There we lived very well: the negroes brought us plenty of excellent 
filh, as thornbacks, foies, monftrous large rock filh and a great many trec-oyjiers f, 
which abound in that river. Here they have every thing requifite for their fufienance. 
The banks of the river being lined with mangroves, they fallen to the roots thereof; 
and the fea water never lofeth its faltnefs in this fpot. What is very extraordinary, 
every where elfe, oyfters are.lpofened from rocks ; here they are gathered upon trees! 
At low water, they are left bare, and feen hanging at their root?. This is what made 
fome voyagers, who had feen the like in America, affirm, that tliey perched upon trees. 
The Negroes have not fo much difficulty as one would imagine, in gathering them ; 
they need only to cut off the branch, to which the oyfters are faftwied. A fingle root 

' * ITiis obfervation was printed in the fecond volume of the memoirs prefented to the jilcadcmy by divers 
learned men, pag- 605. 

J See the natural kftory of bivalvous Ihells, SptAti i. oyfim, plate 14. j^g. 1. 
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bears fometimes upwards of two hundred ; and if it has feveral branches, it forms a 
clufter which one man would find difficult to carry. The Ihells of thefe oyfters differ 
from thofe of Europe, being longer, narrower and thinner ; but as to the delicacy and 
relilh of the meat, connoiffeurs know no difference. 

In this voyage I was witnefs myfelf, for the firft time, to the mifchief done by locufts, 
that fcourge, fo dreadful to hot climates. The third day after our arrival we were 
ftill in the road; when there fuddenly arofe over our heads, towards eight o’clock in 
the morning, a thick cloud, which darkened the air and deprived us of the rays of 
the. fun. Every body was furprized at fo fudden a change in the Iky, which is feldom 
overcaft in this feafon; but we foon found that it was owing to a cloud of locufts, 
raifcd about twenty or thirty fathoms from the ground, and covering an extent of 
feveral leagues, upon which it poured a fliowcr of thofe infeds, which fell to devour¬ 
ing while they refted theml'clves, and then refumed their flight. This cloud was brought 
Lj a very ftrong eaft wind j it was all the morning in palling over the adjacent coun¬ 
try ; and we imagined that the fame wind drove the locufts into the lea. They fpread 
defolation wherever they came : after devouring the herbage, with the fruits and leaves 
of trees, they attacked even the buds and the very bark: they did not fo much as 
fpare the reeds, with which the huts were thatched, noiwithftanding that thefe w'ere 
fo dry: in fhort, they did all the mifchief that can be dreaded from fo voracious an 
infect. I took a great number of them, which arc ftill to be feen in my cabinet: they 
were intirely brown, of the breadth and length of one’s finger, and armed with two 
ftrong jaw bones, dented li e a faw. Their wings were much longer than thofe of 
any locufts I had ever feen before: and no doubt, but it was owing to the largenefs 
of thofe wings, that they could fly with fuch eafe, and poife theinfelves in tlje air. 

One would not imagine that fo ftiocking an infed, as the locuft, fliould ever be 
food for man. And yet it is an undoubted fad, that in feveral parts of this country, 
the people eat of it: nay they have different ways of drefling this extraordinary dim. 
Some pound them, and boH them with milk; others only broil them on the coals, 
and think them excellent food. There is no difputing of taftes : for my part I fhould 
willingly refign whole clouds of locufts to the Negroes of Gambia, for the meaneft 
of their fiflies. 

One thing which always furprized me, is the prodigious rapidity, with which the 
fap of trees repairs any lofs they may happen to fuftain in that country : and I was 
never more aftonilhed, than when, upon landing four days after that terrible invafion 
of locufts, I faw the trees covered with new leaves; and they did not feem to me to 
have fullered much. The herbs bore marks of the devaftation fomewhat longer j but 
p few days were fufficient to repair all the mifchief. 

The people inhabiting the country along the Gambia, are Mandlngoes or Sofes, to 
exprefs myfelf in their way. Their manner of life, and drefs, is not preferable to that 
of the other blacks; but their huts are better built; and perhaps they are obliged for 
their tafte of aichitefture to the Portuguefe, who were formerly fettled in thofe parts. 
The walk -vre made of a fat binding clay, which loon hardens. They are all thatched 
with ftraw, .which hangs down to another little wall breaft high j and this makes a 
fmall gallery round the hut, where they are Iheltered from the rays of the fun. The 
village having taken fire a little after my arrival, the walls of thofe huts that with- 
ftood it, were partly of a beautiful red, and partly vitrified by the violence of the fire: 
at a diftance they feemed to be done over with a very bright enamel. 

The hut where 1 lodged was large and commodious, but as dark as a fubterraneous 
cavern, even at noon-day, becaufe it had no other opening but a dopr pierced at each 
' ■ , o end. 
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end. Here I muft obferve, left I fliould forget it, that a great number of our Euro* 
pean fwallows reforted hither every evening, and paffcd the night upon the rafters; for, 
as I have elfewhere mentioned, they do not build nefts in this country, but only come 
to fpend the winter. 

As my view in going up tlie Gambia was to make experiments in natural hiftory, I 
wanted a lightfome place to perform my operations : and the huts throughout the village 
were all too dark; I contrived therefore to make ufe of a tamarind-tree in the middle of 
the garden, which belonged ro my hut, and was planted with fine orange, citron, 
papaws, and other fruit-trees. 1 made an inclofure of draw under its verdant foliage, 
which, befides afibrding m<* a cool retreat, invited th leathered chorifters to warble 
out their notes. In (hort, it was a real cabinet of natural philofophy, and I tr ftion 
whether fo rural a one was ever feen before. For my part the memory the. eof is ftill 
dear to me, becaufe of the knowledge I thereby acquired of an infinite multitude of 
new and curious plants, the growth of this country, which is doubtlefs one of the 
hndft fpots of all Africa. 

The foil is rich and deep, and amazingly fertile : it produces fpontaneoufly and, 
almoft without cultivation, all the neceflarics of life, as grain, fruits, legumes, and 
roots. On the high and fomewhat drier grounds you fee guavas, acajous, two forts 
of papaws with orange and citron trees of exquifife beauty : I meafured fome myfelf 
that were above five and twenty feet high, and a foot and a half the diameter of the 
trunk. The roots of manioc, ignaine, and batatee multiply greatly in open places- The 
black and moiil clays are taken up with fofefts of bananas, at the feet of which both 
pepper and ginger grow. Every thing matures to perfection, and is excellent in its 
kind. They likewife make a great deal of date-wine, which is very delicious. 

The pepper of this place is'not the fame as that of India. It is a round berry about 
the bignefs of a hemp-feed, which ripens to a red colour, and has a fweetifh tafte. It 
contains a feed of the fliape and bigne'"^ of a grain of cabbage, but very hard, and in 
tafte like aromatic pepper, which an agreeable poignancy. This fruit grows in 
fmall bunches on a Ihrub three or four feet high, whofe thin fupnle branches arc fur- 
nifhed with oval leaves, pointed at the ends, very greafy, and pretty much like thofe 
of the privet or prime prhit. 

Rice is almoft the only grain fown at Gambia in the lands overflown by the rains 
of the high feafon. The negi ocs cut all ihcfe lands with fmall caufeys which with-hold 
the waters in fuch a manner, that their rice is always moiftened. They had got in their 
crop long before my arrival; fo that the rice fields in the month of February were a fort 
of drained morafles, on which grew a few wild herbs. Every night we law Ihining flies 
which flew on all fides; and, wherever they paffed, they dilFufed a light fimilar to that, 
of twinkling ftars. I walked there feveral times at night fall, and perceived that they 
came out of crevices or gaps formed in that marlhy foil when dried by the fun, and in 
which they had made their nefts. I obferved alfo, that thofe which had wings, emitted 
light as well as thofe which had none; contrary to w hat we fee in France, where the former 
have not this advantage. In l|iort, they flew about only for three or four hours at the 
moft, after which they returned to their holes. I gathered a great number of them, 
which I kept for fome days in fmall phials, where they gave a light fo long as they lived ; 
but it grew dim in proportion as the infeft drew towards its end. This little creature 
it improperly called a glow-worm or fire-fly; fince it is neither a worm nor fly; but a 
fmall beetle, of a brown colour, and its body flat and fcaly, like that of other beetles. 
Its wings are covered with two cafes, alfo fcaly, though very foft. The Ugiit with which 
it is furnilhed, is lodged only in the three laft rings of its body j and fom,- motior mv>ft 
be impreffed on them, for the light to fhew itfelf outwardly. ” * 

* 4 M 2 Leaving 
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Leaving the river, we found a rich foil, of red fand, extremely fine, and uncon- 
ceiveably fruitful: this appears by the trees with which it is covered. Here you fee 
thickets impenetrable, not becaufe of the thorns, for there are very few; but by rcafon 
the trees ftand fo clofe ; among the reft I met with fome wild vines, not unlike the Eu¬ 
ropean. There you behold a foreft of lofty trees, bending under the weight of the 
cifftis's * which would be called ivy in America, from the manner in which they fallen 
rhemfelves, afeending and defeending, intertwined with each other, and feeming to 
bend downwards and to fubmit their branches, jull like the tackling of a Ibip in regard to 
its yards and malts. It was in thefe fine fields I beheld thofe trees of fuch prodigious 
dimenfions, vi%. father Plumier’s ceyba's t which, as I have ell'ewhere obferved, the 
negroes of Senegal call benien. 

The benten furpalTes all the trees of Senegal in height, as the calabalh-tree furpalTcs 
them in thicknefs. There are fome a hundred and ten, and even a hundred and twenty 
feet high, the trunk of which is from eight to ten feet at the moll in diameter, and 
extremely ered ; between the root and branches, it is fifty or fixty feet, and oftentimes 
more, in length. The chamferings or kind of fmall wings, which fometimes grow the 
whole length of the trunk, do not in the leafl: diminilh the beauty of its white bark, nor 
the boldnefs with which it carries its round fpreading top. It is of this tree the negroes 
make xhAxpirogues, by hollowing its trunk; the wood being very foft, denfe, and ex¬ 
tremely light. Thofe who inhabit the banks of the Gambia being poflelTed of the largeft 
bentens, make likewife the largeft : they have fome from forty to fifty feet long, 

and from four to five feet in breadth, and fomewhat lefs in depth. 

The farobierh another large tree alfo as common as the benten, but of quite a different 
ufe, becaufe of the hardnefs and weight of the wood. The negroes are very fond of its 
fruit, which is a kind of cod or hulk like that of a French bean, but above a foot in 
length, containing a black flat feed, like large lentils, enveloped in a yellow farinaceous 
fubftance. This fruit frequently ferves them inftead of every other fullenance, efpe- 
cially when they travel: it is extremely good, and nourilhing ; and taftes much like 
the bell ginger-bread cake. 

At the call end of the village of Albreda, I faw a wild fig-tree of an extraordinary 
fhape and fizc. It was not very high; but its trunk was about ten feet diameter, 
and cut with fo many chamferings, that it feemed to be compofed of feveral trees, 
whofe trun'sS joined to each other, moll of them fpreading chiefly more towards the 
roots, where they formed a kind of buttrefs. This trunk was not above fifteen feet 
high, but it was d vided into feveral large branches, well covered with leaves, which 
made it very agreeable, as it afforded a moll refrelhing (hade. 'I'he inhabitants had 
' pitched upon this fpot to build a calde, that is, a public hall. This- confilled of a floor 
railed two or three feet above the earth, and compofed of feveral forked ftioots planted 
near to one another, over which crofs ftioots were laid. The whole was covered with 
hurdles put clofe together, and fome mats over them. This was the place where 
their affeinblics were held: here the lazy and the indolent met to fmoke and converfe; 
here the newfmongers fat loitering ; in a word, here the^ tranfaded all the affairs and 
concerns of the village. 

It is not at all furprifing that iff a moift country there fliould be plenty of frogs: but 
furely 1 had great realbn to be furprifed, not having met as yet with any in all my ex- 
curfions. From Podor to Gambia, which, including the ifle of Senegal, and that of 

• Cereo afTinijrfcatulens planta aphylla; canie rotundo, articttlato, glabro, fttccttlento, faturate, vindi. 
StoM. Jam. •vol.i't. tab. Jig 3 4., 

Ceyba \uici» foiie cattUiw glabro. Plum, Cm, tag, az. 
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Goree, with Portudal, and feveral other places where I had been, contait.s a fpace of 
a hundred and fifty leagues, and a country that I was well acquainted with, I had as 
yet fcen none but toads. It was in a well, which had' been dug at the weft end of the 
village of Albreda, that I difcovercd the firft frogs : and thefe could not get away from 
thence, the borders being raifcd fix feet, and cut vertically. I faw none except in this 
well, w'hich contained fuch a prodigious multitude of them, that, when they rofe above 
the water, they abfolutely hid the whole furface of it, covering one another over again, 
nearly in the fame manner as tiles are laid on the tops of houfes. Their bodies were 
fmaller, but more compaft than thofc of our Europca7i frogs; their colour was ^reen, 
agreeably variegated with black fpots; fo that I look*. ' upon tliem as a very particular 
fpecies. 

Bo'anv, and every other branch of natural hipLcry, h d greatly improved under my 
care in this fruitful country ; and I fhould have conliderably added to ii’.y Itore of obfer- 
vations, if I had been permitted to continue there for any time : but the circumftances, 
and difficulties attending a new fettlemeiit, prevented mv tarrying any longer. I there¬ 
fore- let out on the 12th of March upon my return to Goree, along with the diredors 
of that ifland, and of Senegal, who had taken care that I Ihould want tor nothing while 
I was at Gambia. 

Our pnffige was tedious, fo that we had full leifure to take a very near view of two 
whales, which we had fecn already in our firft voyage. They followed us a great deal 
longer in this, and we had the plcafure of feeing the fports and majeftic movements of 
thofc monftrous animals, which amufed us with their company, only when th^y djd 
not come too nt^jtr our vc-flel. I reckoned their length to have been about a hundred 
and fifty-five or fixty feet: the part of their back which they held alu^ays above water, 
was twelve feet long, and from four to five broad, without reckoning the head, which 
it raifcd fometimes tor rclpiration, but made no more noife than a horfe, that puffs and 
blows when he is drinking. I'hey did not throw water out of their noftrils, after the 
manner of all blowing w hales, w't e-. are alfo very common in the tropic feas : in fhort 
I faw no appearance of fins on their back. No doubt but a vertebre of fourteen inches 
diameter and eight high, which I had occafion to fee afterwai us <.ii the fea ihore, with 
fome ribs upwards of ten feet in length, mult have formerly belonged to this fpecies of 
wdiale. Some perhaps will be furprized that I fliould take notice of thefe animals, when 
I have nothing more particular to fay about litem : yet as they are to be found in lati¬ 
tudes where the negroes are neither dcfirous nor accuftomed to fifti for them; and as 
there is no probability that there ever will be any fcen nearer, or more conveniently than 
thefe were beheld by me ; I thought it my duty to communicate the prefent remarks, 
in order to fliew how large the wliales of the torrid zone are, luppofing them to be a 
diftind fort from thofe of the northern climates. * 

By day we were diverted witii the whales, and by night with the luftre of the fea. 
As foon as the fun dipped beneath the horizon, and night overfpread the t irth with 
darknefs, the fea lent us,its friendly llj ht. While the prov/ of our veffel ploughed the 
foaming furees, it feemecito fet them all on fire ; thus wc failed in a luminous mclo- 
fure, which furrounded us like a large circle of rays, Irctit w'hence darted in the wake 
of the fliip a long ftream of light, which followtd us to the ifle of Goree, where we 
landed the twenty-*bird of the fume month. 

Inftead of returning diredly to the ifland of Senegal, I refcjlved to ftay at Goree, in 
order to complete the obfervations on plants, and particular’-; on {hells and other fea 
bodies, which had efcaped me in my two former voyages. It was ^en the fifh feafon, 
at leait, for fiih of a moderate fize. The fea feemed to be full of the latter: when they 
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happened to be purfued by the large ones,-*you might fee them in (holes approaching 
towards land; and ofremtimes they ran alhore. Some of thofe flioles were fifty fathoms 
fquare, and the fi/hcs crowded together in fuch a manner,, as to roll upon one another 
without being able to fwim. As foon as the negroes perceive‘them coining towards 
land, they jump into the water, with a bafket in one hand to catch the filh, and fwim 
with the other. It is curious to behold them in this uneafy attitude, penetrating through 
the finny fwarm; they need only to plunge and to lift up their balkets, and they are , 
fure to return loaded with filh.- 

I was prefent at a very extraordinary capture of filh made the fame month, on the 
coaft of Ben, within a league of the ifiand of Goree, by the company belonging to one 
of the French Eaft-India Ihips, which had anchored in the road. They had only a net 
of about fixty fathoms, which they threw at a venture into the fea ; for they were not ' 
fo lucky as to efpy any of thofe (holes of filhes : yet they had fuch furprifing fuccefs, 
that the Ihore was covered, the whole length of the net, with the fifli they caught, 
though the net was in a bad condition. I reckoned part of them, and judged, that they 
might in all be upwards of fix thoufand, the Isaft of them as large as a fine carp. There 
you might fee pilchards, rock-filh, mullets or gull filh of diflerent forts; molebats, 
with other filhes very little known. The negroes of the neighbouring village took each 
their load, and the Ihip’s crew filled their boat till it was ready to fink, leaving the reft 
on the fea Ihore. In any other country, fuch a capture of filh would, without all doubt, 
pafs for a miracle. 

I have already obferved that, in the iHand of Goree, there is a low land called 
Savana. There I lodged in a hut of ftraw, built in a negroe manner: it was new when 
1 went into it j but in lefs than a month you might fee through it, I inquired into the 
caufe of this, which I found to be as follows. The earth hereabouts was all filled with 
a fpecics of white ant, called vag-vague, different from that which I have elfewhere 
deferibed. This, here, inftcad of railing pyramids, continues buried under ground, 
and never makes itfelf known but by fmall cylindrical galleries, of the thicknefs of a 
goofe quill, which it erefbs againft the feveral bodies it defigns to attack. Thefe 
galleries are formed of earth with infinite delicacy of workmanlhip. The vag-vagues 
make ufe of them, as of covert-ways, to work without being feen; and whatever they 
fallen themfelves to, whether it be leather, cloth, linen, books or wood, it is furely 
gnawed and confumed. I Ihould have thought myfelf pretty well off", had they only 
attacked the reeds of my hut; but they pierced through a trunk which ftood on treftles 
a foot above the ground, and gnawed moft of my books. Even my bed was not fpared, 
and though I took care every evening to beat down the galleries, yet they were frequently 
creded again, in the middle of the night, up to my bolfter; and the vag-vagucs got 
into the bed, where, after cutting the linen and mattrefs, they came to my flelh and 
bit me moft cruelly. I lhall be excufed from mentioning the fwelHngs and acute pains 
which followed. Their fize is hardly bigger than that of our large European ants; 
yet th'ey are of fuch a conftitution, that neither frelh nor fait w;ater, nor vinegar, nor any 
other ftrong liquors, with which I often covered the floor of my chamber, were able to 
deftroy them j ,fo that ej^ery method I took to extirpate thi breed proved ineffedtual. 
The infinite havock which thefe infeds make, has let people upon thinking of different 
contrivances to exterminate them. Among others, Arfenic has been propofed as an 
infallible remedy; but it, would not be prudent to advife and much lefs to pradife it. 
If fire was not apt to caufe greater mifehief than that arifing from the vag-vagues, it 
would be a cheaper and more effedual remedy j for we feldom fee thofe infeds in places 
that have undergone this operation. 

' Though 
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Though I fuffered greatly from the hoftlHties of the vag-vagues^ yet I mule confefs, they 
contributed to a confiderable number of obfervations; and were the caufe of a frequent 
repetition of experiments, which perhaps I fiiould otherwife have performed but very 
feldom. My room was full of pails of fea water, where I conftantly kept live fifli, 
which in the night time emitted a light, not unlike that of phofphorus. _ The mugs full 
* of Ihells, and even the fifh that lay dead on the table, gave the feme light. All thefe 
illuminations put together, and reflefted upon different parts of the room, made it 
1 appear as if it was on fire; and I rauft own, that I was of that opinion the firft time I 
few this ftrange phtenomtnon : for it made the imprelfion on me, which it it natural 
for every man to feel in the like cafe. The vag-vagucs, by avlaking me fuddenly out 
of my fleep, renewed my fright, much oftener than 1 oould have wiflied in the beginning, 
but my apprehenfion gradually ceafed, by feeing the thing often repeated j till I at 
length received a pleafure from this extraordinary fight. What was moft engaging, 
each filli flicwed itfdf plainly to the eye, by the light emitted from its body; and the 
fame effed was pi oduced by the Ihells and other fea bodies which I had with me; evea 
the pails themlelves looked like a burning furface. This was not all: every day the 
fight was new, becaufe I had new fiflies and new {hells to obferve : now it was a pilchard, 
now a molebat: one time a purple fiHi, another time a periwinkle : one time a polypus, 
a crab, or a ilar-fifli, that fhewed its luminous rays in the dark: in (hort, I perfeftly 
diftinguifiied the fhape of all thofe dift'erent fifties, by rays of light, which darted frem 
every part of their bodies ; and, as I could place them in a thoufand different pofitions, 
I had it in my power to give an infinite variety to this beautiful illumination. 

When the vag-vagues obliged me to quit this glittering manfion, and to look for 
relief abroad, the angry ocean prefenied me with the fame phamomenon in great. The 
foaming billows feemed to metamorphofe themfelvcs into mountains of fire, and ex¬ 
hibited to my view a moft amazing fpedacle, more capable of exciting admiration than 
fear, even in the minds of perfons expofed to their fury. ^ 

Notwithftanding the fea about ’’’e ifland of Goree was moft violently agitated at 
this time, in confequence of the vernal equinox, yet I crofted it very often in a fmall 
boat, in going over to the continent. One day I was bound iVr Cape Bernard, I had 
like to have loft my life. This cape is not above the third part of a league from 
Goree; and this was the firft time I thought of landing there. At a diftance it feemed 
to me, as if it formed a creek, fomewhat like a fmall haven; and I made no doubt, 
but I ftiould be able to get on fhore with all eafe: but the nearer I drew, the more 
difficult 1 found it; for the furf ran fo high, that I could fee no fafe place to land. 
During this uncertainty, the waves were driving us towards ihore; when all of a 
fudden I few myfelf environed by a huge furge, which threw the boat upon a rock 
where it overfet! Luckily I did not lofe my prefcnce of mind, notwithftanding ttiis 
difefter; and, as the boat overfet, it ftuck to the rock, where it was fupported like 
an arch, under which my two negroes made their efcape. I did not wait for another 
wave to come and let it right again, and perhaps to overwhelm me, which #ould 
have inevitably happened c but 1 made ufe of my legs, to get to the further end of 
the beach, where I walked in the fun to dry myfelf, and that was all the harm 
fuffered. , 

Hitherto no difficulty had been able to flop me in my career; yet this accident, 
together with the fea-ficknefs .with which I was always affiiMed, occafioned me to 
«iake very if’nous relit tfions, on the rifks I underwent, in rroffing every day from 
. Goree to the continent, on board fo fmall a veffel. M. dc Saint Jeap, direftor of the 
ifland, having the greateft regard for me, and even more than I had for my fait, was 
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defirous to prevent the trouble and danger to which I expofed myfelf Baily: for which 
reafon he pjfopofed to the mafter of Ben, a faiall village on the continent, within a 
league north of Goree, to entertain me at his houfe, and to procui e me all neceflary 
Me-guards in walking over his lands, or in any other excurfion I Ihould chufe to make. 
This negroe lord, having a very high affeftion for the French nation, was overjoyed 
at the opportunity of entertaining a native of that country for feme months. The* 
34 th of April, upon arriving at the village, 1 found a very convenietit hut, which he 
had lately built for his own ufe. It was furrounded by feveral courts and gardens, 
where he had likewLle got a fmall but light clofet for me, in fuch a fituation as I had 
defired on account of my obfervations. Nothing could be more conducive to my 
purpofe, than the advantageous fituation of the village. On the one fide, the fea fur- 
niflied me with every thing I could willi in regard to filhes and fhells; and on the 
other I had plains, a confiderablc forcll, and, two leagues further, the mountains of 
Cape Verd. Here I had an ample field for my curiofity, as well concerning plants, 
as every fpecies of animals. 

This is quite a fandy country like the neighbourhood of Senegal; but it forms 
a more rifing ground. Bcfides the fame plants, it produces a great number of others 
particular to itfelf j and a vafl many acacise and calabafli trees. Going from Ben to 
Cape Verd, I met upon the road, about half way, with two of the latter ftill larger 
thSn thofe I had admired in the neighbourhood of the illand of Senegal. I ineafureJ 
their trunks with a packthread, and found the one to be feventy-four feet, and the 
other-feventy-feven in circumference, that is, upwards of five and twenty feet diameter. 
Thefe were the thickefl I ever faw of the kind : and as Africa may boaft of pro¬ 
ducing the largeft of animals, viz. the oftrich and the elephant; fo it may be faid, not 
to degenerate with regard to vegetables, fmee it gives birth to calabafli trees, which 
are immenfely larger than any other tree now cxifting, at lead that we know of; 
and proliably the largeft on the terreftrial globe. 

I faw on the branches of thofe trees Ibme birds nefts, fo vaftly capacious as to 
furprize me as much as the trees themfelves! They were at leaft three feet long, 
and refembled oval bafkets, open below, and conlufedly interwoven with very large 
twigs. I had not the pleafure of feeing the birds that built them ; but the people of the 
village affured me, they had pretty much the figure of that kind of eagle which they 
call niann. To judge of the fize of thofe birds by their nefts, they cannot be much 
inferior to an oftrich. 

The double mountain of Cape Verd was the only land-mark I had, to fleer my courfe 
through this vali plain; for the fands were tolled fo impetuoufly from one place to another 
by the winds, that it was impoflil>ie to diftinguifli any path or trace whatever: and 
even the eminences, which 1 met now and then, ferved only to bewilder me and my 
negroes, by being fo uniform. The only verdure they had upon them, was foine 
Ihrubs known in India by the name of boh de renette*. Sometimes I walked through 
fpacious fields, naturally fown with a kind of herb bafil, peculiar to the country. 
But what feemed worthy of obfervation to me, was, whatever it grew, it was very 
thick; and that very rtyrely any other plants whatever coufd be feen there, not even 
on thofe fpots that were thinned fovi^n ; as if the proximity thereof was hurtful to them." 
This herb bafil is ligneous and lively: it forms a Ihrub two feet high, whofe 
ftem and leaves are oJF a reddifh green, and diftufe a citron fragrancy, extremely 
pleafing. The fands, though toft to and fro every inftant, produced a great 

* DodoBcea. Unit. hart. Cliff. 148, Staphylodendrum folii# lauri anguftis. Phm. eat. pag. 18. 
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many other plants, and efpccially dog-grafs, with which nearly their t hole furface 
was covered. 

My moft ufual walk was in the foreft of Krampfane, which I Jikewife called the foreft 
of palmetto trees, becaufe indeed there is hardly any other to be feen in tlut neigh-^, 
bourhood. It begins wdthin half a league of the village of Ben, and extends two 
leagues north-eaft, making a femicircle, and palling within a quarter of a league of a 
ruinous village, called Mabao, fituate on the fca-fliore within a league and a half of 
»Ben. Its breadth is, throughout, nearly a quarter of a league. The foil is low, 
and in fome places hollow like a canal, and feems to have been heretofore either a 
bafon overflown by the ocean, or at Icafl a falt-pan, which in drying up retained a 
black flimy fand, from whence the rain w'atcrs imbib ■ a faline talle, that prevents their 
being drinkable. I would even venture to aflinn that this canal was .‘f" nerly a 
branch of the marigot of Kann, whofe communication has, without a 1 manner of 
doubt, been interrupted by a limd-bauk, which the winds have thrown up near 
its mouth. 

From the fide towards Ben, as far as two-thirds of its extent in length, this foreflt 
confifls entirely of date-trees, at the entrance of which there are fmall groves of oily 
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tojyards the ifland of Senegal, give it the name of Sor-for. It feldom riles higher than 
from twenty to thirty feet: its trunk is round and upright, of a dull colour, and fix 
inches at the moll in diameter. Frofn the lop of it there ifl'ucs forth a duller of leaves 
from eight to nine feet in length, which exiend all round like a parafol, and bend a 
little towards the earth. "I’iie bottom part produces an infinite number of {talks like 
that of ihe niidille; but they feldom flioot io iugh as four or five feet. Thefe ftalks 
fpread the tree very confulerably, fo that, wherever it naturally grows in forefts, you 
find it diflicult to open a paflhgi' through its prickly leaves. The fruit thereof is 
fliortcr than that of the oilier fort of date-tree; but the pulp is much thicker. It has 
a fugary and agreeable tafle, infinitely fuperior to the very i'Jl dates of the Levant; 
perhaps bccaufe it ripens better on the tree. 

Idle oily palm* is of all others that which fltoots to the grealdl height. Here are 
fome from fixty to eigluy feet in the ftalk, without any branches. The trunk is • 
outwardly lilack, equally large through the w'hole length of it, and from one to two 
feet in diameter. Its head is loaded with leaves pretty much like the date-tree. It 
bears a round fruit the fuse of a fmall nut, and covered with a yellow pulp of which they 
make the palm oil. 'Fhe negroes call it tir. 

It is from thefe two trees they extrad the palm wine, which ir exactly the colcAxr 
of whey. There are fevcral methods of extrading it: the firil pracHl'ed by the negroes, 
and which I have often followed, after their example, in regard to the date-tree of the 
foreft of Krampfane, is this: They cut a ftalk a few inches under the crown, and 
leave only fome leaves {landing : then they lay the leaves above the incifioi , and 
fallen them with a peg to me tree. The extremity of thofe leaves is folded afterwards 
^ into a calabafh, or into a fmall earthen pot, narrow-mouthed, ’and fufpended fo as not 
to quit the leaves, or to fall. By this method Ihe fap which iflues from the ftalk, 
diilils along the leaves, and is colleded together in the earthen pot. 

The fecond method of extrading the palm wine confuts in making a round 

, hole under the head of the tree, inftead of cutting it; ana in introducing into this 
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hole a few folded leaves, which ferve as a gutter or paflkge to convey the liquor into 
the pot or veffel faftened to it. 

Thefe two methods are eafy to praftife in regard to the date-tree, as they only make 
an incifion in the ftalk, which is not above five feet high. But when they are obliged 
fo extrafl: the wine from a very tall tree, as from the oily palm,.there is a great deal 
more difficulty in the operation. The negroes have an admirable way of doing it."^ 
They take a girth of the bark of bauhinia, or of the leaves of a palmetto tree, dried 
in the fun, beaten and twifted, the breadth of thrice the thicknefs of one’s finger. At 
one end they make an oilet-hole, into which they put a little flick faftened acrofs the 
other end, to ferve as a button. This girth mull be neither too pliant nor too ftiff, but 
ihould have a fufficient elafticity to hinder it from giving way too much. It makes a 
Ibrt of circle of two feet and a half diameter ; and, when ftretched by the man’s body 
and the tree, it becomes an oval, leaving the diftance of a foot and half between both. 
With this girth, they tie themfelves as it were to the oily palm, and climb up at firft 
with their feet, then working with their hands and knees, till the part of the girth 
faftened to the tree becomes lower than that which fupports their reins and thighs, 
and ferves them as a feat to reft upon : then they draw near the tree, in order to raife 
the oppofite end, which is foon after brought down below the part that fuftains their 
reins, which have been raifed by working with the feet and knees. The girth cannot 
flip, becaufe it is always very tight between the man and the trunk, and the latter 
is moreover very rough. In this manner they foon get to the top; there they fit on 
their girth, ^d, enjoying the liberty of their arms, they firft cut the bottom of thofe 
fruits which they think are ripe; then faftening them to calabalhes, they fill thefe with 
wine, and let them down by a cord: for they never forget, in going up, to carry 
with them a bandolier, containing every thing requifite for this kind of work; fuch as 
a cord, a knife, and empty calabalhes, to fupply the place of thofe which they have 
filled with liquor. When they want to come down, they go a contrary way to wdrk, 
to what they did in climbing up; that is, they lower the girth from time to time 
inltead of railing it. Their quicknefs and refolution in this toilfome talk, Ihew plainly 
how fupple and dextrous they mull be: for it is never mentioned that any accident 
has happened them ; and they havo nothing to fear but the breaking of the girth. 

This kind of vintage mull coll the negroes very little trouble, lince their wine is 
fo cheap, that you have above forty pints upon the fpot for ten fous, and very often 
for halt that price. It is not all made at the fame time, according to the cuftom of 
making wine of the juice of the grape in temperate countries. The trees furnilh daily 
but a final! quantity of this liquor; and they are obliged to confurae it diredlly, becaufe 
it foon grows four. The negroes do not drink it till twentyTour hours after it is 
drawn, that is, till it has fermented enough to ftimulate the palate agreeably. It is 
drinkable till the third day, but then it grows heady, and there is danger in being 
intoxicated with it. After that time it turns into bad vinegar, which foon contrads 
an abominable fmell. For my part, and it will be ever the fame with fuch as defire 
rather delicacy than llrength in wine, I always obferved that it is delicious when new; 
and the newer the better : I have drunk of it a hundred |mes cut of the calabalhes 
faftened to the trees, dnd I never found it better than immediately after it is firft' 
extrafled : then it has every good’’ quality; which cannot be expected twelve hours 
after. It has as fweet a tafte as is requifite, heightened oftentimes with a light tartnefs, 
extreniely grateful to the palate. In Ihort, the only fault we can reproach this liquor 
with, is that it will not keep for exportation to our part of the world, where it would 
be much more efteemed than in its native foil. I mull own notwithllanding that, as 
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pleafing as this wine may be, yet it has not the good qualities of the ^'aice of the 
grape. In what condition foever it may be when you drink it, fweet or four, there 
is always a corrofive quality in it; at Icaft I have reafon to pafs this judgment upon it, 
after having made it my only drink during the fifteen days that I (bid at Ben. For, 
fo long as it continuea, fweet, it is not dangerous, whatever quantity you drink of it: 
and perhaps I was more affeded with its corrofive quality, becaufe I had nor been 
ufed to any fort of wine. 

Among the prodigious multitude of palmettos with which the foreft of Kranipfanc 
abounded, I faw a great many fcarce trees and plants. There were two fpecies of 
tabernamontana, which I diftinguiftied by the beauty of their foliage, of a lively bright 
"green : there was likewife a new fpecies of bigvonia, remarkable for the bulk of its 
flowers and the Angularity of its fruit, which hung like large cucumbers at the end 
of its branches. Near the village of Mbao^ I found the pepper plant qi ^Ethiopia, 
that aromatic tree, which the French who are fettled at Senegal diftinguilh by the name 
of maniguette. Towards the extremity of the foreft, I faw feveral fpecies of anonas or 
corofoliersy the largeft of which were in the woods, the middling ones on the hills, and 
the Imalleft in the plains expofed to the fun, moll of them loaded with excellent fruit. 
Following the fea-coaft from Mbao as far as Rufilk, which is a confiderable village two 
leagues and a half from thence, I walked on fands all covered with fophora *, and with 
the Guinea aloe t, of which the negroes in that neighbourhood make very good ropes,'f 
not fp apt to rot in the water. 

From the ifle of Goree to Rufilk they reckon three leagues in a direft line. Tflis 
voyage I had made by lea: but it is very difficult to land at the village, efpecially 
w’hen the lea runs high, becaufe the coaft is low, and full of fliarp rocks. When you 
come to anchor oppofite the place, you have a moft agreeable profpeft ; the fituaiion 
upon a hill planted with trees ; the little rivulet whofe brackilh waters wind to the right, 
and form a peninfula; the foreft with perpetual verdure, rifing behind you in the form 
of an amphitheatre, conftitute altoge'her a moft delightful landfcape, hardly to be 
matched in any other part of the world. 

The negroes hereabouts feem to me to be very induftrious: forne of them were bufy 
in beating the leaves of the Guinea aloe, to get out the hemp; others were twilling it, 
and making filhing lines and nets; others in fine were employed in framing bows and 
arrows for the chace. After vifiting all the houfes in Rufilk, I was very much furprized 
upon entering as it were into a fecond village : this was a duller of huts not quite fo 
large as the others, covered with fand, and like fo many maufoleums or tombs ere£lcd 
over the dead bodies, that had been interred there, according to the cuftom eftablilhed 
among the feveral clans of the Serera nation. 

I had never as yet met with any attack from the negroes till the 4 !'i of May, when * 
walking along the fea-fide from Rufilk to Ben, which is above three leagues from thence, 

I was pt«fiied by a Serera negro, who, rulhing out of the neighbouring woods, Ihot his 
poifonea arrows againll me and my negro fervant. I was above two hundred paaes 
before him j befides, I was a very good walker, and ufed to ihofe fatiguing fands, into 
which a perfon often finks up|o the calf of his leg. I therefore went on, but doubled 
my pace, without putting nlyfelf out of breath, or feeming to'mind thfe menacing 
figns, by which be hoped to intimidate me and oblige me to Hop ; for I had another 

* Sophora tomentofa, foliis fubrotundis, Lmn. FI. Zeyl. 163. ' 

f Aloe Guineenfis, radice geniculata, foliit eviridi &: atro uudulatim varicg&tig, Canm, hert. jim/i. 
vol, ii. pag. 39. tab. 20. 

4N a refoarce 



<544 adanson’s voyage to Senegal, &c, 

rtfpurce in itny gun, fuppofe he had come within reach. Doubtlefs this was One of thofe 
Serera favages, who are united under the form of a petty republic within ten leagues 
from thence j and he was come out of his own country in queft of plunder. Nothing 
could have tempted him but my gun; and, had he been more alert and crafty, he would 
not certainly have fpared my life to come at it. This manner of attacking is very com¬ 
mon with a race of Moors called Azounas, who follow no other profeflion than that 
of lying in ambufh behind a tree, either with a gun or a bow, in order to fhoot a perfon 
whom they want to rob of his arms. The like accident had happened to me in my 
fccond voyage to Podor; but the Moor whom I efpied, looked feveral times before he 
would attack me; and feemed greatly difconcertcd, when he perceived that I was upon 
my guard, and aimed my piece at hinj. 

As foon as I was out of danger from the Serera favage, I had all the pleafure in 
the world in walking along a very white Ihore, where the fea continually throws 
up an infinite number of fheils. There I beheld two fpccies of v/hat wc call the conr.ba 
Perfica *, which is the larged upon the coaft : the filh it contains weighs fometiines five 
or fix pounds. The negroes broil and preferve it for times of famine, when they have,re- 
courfetothis meat, which is tough and infipid, yet a great relief in cafe of urgent want. 
There was alfo plenty of cockles f, and ionncs\, and a vaft number of bivalvous fliells, 
particularly what we call the concha mucronata 5 . 

As often as I went to the foreff of Krampfane, I took different and round-abou 
■ways. Sometimes I direded my fteps along the fca-fidc, and found the fpariiiim ||r 
. and \heketmia with leaves like thofe of a linden tree, on the banks of the marigot of 
K.ann: I likewife met with the xlmenia 5[, the rimbot, the fagara^ afid fome acacias 
or thorny plants upon hills. At other times 1 traverfed the fertile fields, which were 
filled with a fraall fpecies of anonas, and feveral of thofe citron trees, called toll by the 
negroes. Their fruit refembles very much that of the manguier of India, and has both 
the figure and tafte of a citron. I’here was no want of game in thofe parts: there was 
likewife a great number of antelopes, and of a fmall fpecies of hinds**, hardly as big as 
a hare. The latter ftarted as it were, wherever I trod: one of my negroes happened 
twice to dart his haffagaye at them, and twice he hit his aim ; he affured me that he never 
courfed this animal any other way. The haffagaye is a kind of fpear feven or eight 
feet long, with a piece of iron at the end of it like a pike. This is the weapon which 
the negroes moll commonly ufo; and they dart it with their hand. My negro threw 
his with great force and dexterity ; and I learnt a few Icffons of him, which gave me 
great pleafure. 

My time was divided among plants, animals, and fheils; but the latter occupied me 
as much as all the reff. 1 availed myfelf of the opportunity of being in a country, 
“•where they are in great plenty. The rocks of Cape Bernard and Cape Manuel, oppofite 
the ifland of Goree, furniflied me with a vail number of very beautiful fheils, fuch as 
the purple fifh, the largeft fpecies of ftar-fifh ; and feveral foft filhes, as fea h^ji'cs, cut- 
tie fifli, and polypus. Among the fands of the cieek of Ben, 1 met with fome cockles 

• Sfp the natural hi (lory of umvalfe Jhclh, fptcin 8. plate J. fiu. i/and 3. 

•f Ihid.yj'iioffx. 9. plat»4. fig. 5. Favel. 

{ (if conchte opercultU£, fpecies 2 . plat. 7 . fig. 5 . Tefan. 

\ 1 hid. of hivahou.-, Jiulls, fpecies 6, plat.iS. fig. 2. Koman, 

jj f)p;'.,tiuTh fcaiidciis, citri foliis, floribus albis, ad nodoa eonfertim nafeentibua. Plum. cat. p. 'IJh 

^ X imenia aculcata, fkirc villofo, fruirtu lutco. Plum. fpec. png, 6. 

** Cei-vuv, juveimui), perpulillua Guinccnlis. Sdt. vol, 1. p. 70, tab, 43. fig. i, 2, and 3. 
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And holoihuria. Sometimes I entered the water up to my knees, to ext'ad the feells 
hidden under the fand, while the negroes went further out to fifli. I’hey are accuf- 
tomed to catch them in this Ipot with the haffagaye, wading through the water up to 
the waift, and oftentimes deeper. When they perceive the tunny, the capitaine, the fore 
mullet, or fome fuch large li(h, they dart their haflagaye with a- marvellous dexterity, 
and feldom mifs their aim. I'his bay fupplies them likewife with a multitude of mid¬ 
dling fifli, which they catch with nets. They I'plit them in two, and lay them before 
the fun to dry, and then they fell them to the Moors; thefe in exchange fupply' them 
with millet, whicli is wanting in their country. 

Thefe filhes procured me an obfervation, which would not perhaps have offered itfelf 
elfewherc. As the negroes leave them to dry on the ;op of their huts, the lions, tygers 
and wolves, which inceffantly roam in the neighbourhood, are frequently ,’n’'ced, by 
the fight and fmell thereof, into the village; and then woe be to the chiluren, or even 
to the men that are found abroad. One night a lion and a wolf happened to enter, 
both together, into the yard belonging tp the hut where I lay : they raifed alternately 
their fore feet up to the roof, which I could eafily hear them do, and they carried off 
their provifion. The next day wc were certain, by the impreffion of their feet, which’ 
wasftrongly marked in the fand, that they came together ; and wedifeovered the place 
from whence they had taken the two fillies; and no doubt but each of them feitsed his prey. 
This was very moderate for two fuch voracious animals; but indeed they had not pitched 
upon the finallefl. 1 know not whether this remark was ever made before, that the lioa 
and the wolf prowl together . yet it not an uncommon thing ; there are daily inflances 
of it in thofe pans ; almolf every night the wolf is heard to howl clofe by the lion. 
The fame thing I have obferved, myfelf, a hundred times, in my excurfions up the Niger; 
and I am perfeftly fure, that the wolf frequently affociates with the lion, without having 
any apprehenfion of danger. Not that the fize of the African wolf, which is mucE 
fuperior to that of the European, makes any impreffion on the lion; but the reafon is,, 
he is no way tempted by the wolfs dclh. And what confirms me in this opinion, is, that 
1 never obferved, that the two lions which were brought up in the village of Senegal, 
ever attacked the dogs that were expofed to them, or that fell in their way, when they 
were unchained ; whereas they darted infiantly upon the firfl liorfc, or the firft child 
they happened to meet. 

A few days after this vifit from the lion and the wolf, we received another from a 
tigrefs, which came to the fame hut along with her young one, and likewife carried 
off two fillies. There need only thefe two inftaiices to fliew how lazy and indilferent 
are the negroes, in regard to tiie damage thefe animals do them, and the danger to 
which their own perfons are continually expofed. When one affis ihem for what reafon 
they do not either chace away thole animals, or withdraw their fift at lealt injthe 
night; they are fatislied with anfwering, that all the world mull live, and that it would 
be a greater flavery for them to lock up their lilh every night than to catch them. 
And indeed wc mull own that the filliery on this coalt is carried on with amazing 
facility. 

Their lands lie entirelyHincultlvated ; either, becaiife the fands are too ungrateful, 
or becaufe, being accuftolned to the filhing trade, whieii coRs them l(»fs'trouble, they 
negleft all agriculture, and rely on the Moors for every fort of neceflaries. Thefe 
people were here at that time, and had brouglit their baggage ;nid provifions with them, 
not loaded upon oxen and camels ; as I had feen before to thu north of the Niger, but 
only on affes, of which they had great plenty. With diiUcui-y did I know this animal, 

5 ■ he 
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Vie bad fo fitie a coat and looked fo Iiandfotne in comparifon to thofe ofVCufqpc ; 
wh^ I beliwe ncverthelefs would make as good a figure, if the drudgery they are 
put to, did not greatly contribute to deform them. The hair of theMoorilh affes 
was of a fine bright moufe colour, over which the black leather thong which is 
laid along their back^, and afterwai ds crofles over their Ihoulders, has a very good 
effect. Thefe animals are fomewliat larger than ours, but they have likewife fonuthing 
in the make of their heads, that clifliiiguifiies them from a horl'e, and efpecially from 
a Barbary horfe, which is the natural growth of the country, like themfelves, but of a 
larger fize. 

1 had fome time before fpent a few days among the negroes ; but I never made fuch 
a long flay with them as at prefent by luvfelf, and remote from any communication 
with my own countrymen. Then it was, that 1 had aii opportunity of being perfedfly 
acquainted with their charafter, cuftoms, and manner of living ; I was even prefent 
once at their ceremony of marriage; but this would make me digrefs too far frpm my 
fubjecl ; I lhall only oblerve that in general they are very humane and hofpitable. 

The ninth of May, 1 returned Iroin Ben to Goree, from whence I fet out the loth 
of the enfuing month for the ifland ol Senegal. I arrived the 15th at the bar, where 
I was obliged to wait for wind four whole days. The reader may judge, what uneafi- 
nefs I mull have luirercd in a fmall vell'el, toffed to and fro by the rolling billows. 
There I had kifure to conlider the furprifing effect of the waves off the bar, and to 
direct my eye all round me, without perceiving any thing elfe but dazzling fands on 
one fide, and the liquid main on the other. True it is, that this famcnefs of profpedt 
was varied a little, by feeing the pirogues of the negro fifhermen, who bravely ven¬ 
tured over the bar, to bring us provifions on board. Though the fea runs very high 
upon the coaft, yet there is a great deal of fifli in the road. Our lailors catched abun- 
dance with their line, efpecially a fort of fea trufh, which is very common in that fea. 
I'his fifli is very ready to bite; and, as foon as it has laid hold of the hook, it is plea- 
fant to fee what jerks and leaps it makes to get free ; to fuch a degree, that it inverts 
its ftomach, which you fee iffuing out of its mouth in the lliape of a carp’s bladder: 
thefe ftrugglings are alfo attended with a hollow rumbling noife, which has given it the 
name of grondin^ or grumbler, whereby it is known on this coaft. 

A wefterly wind refeued me from this wretched fituation, and carried me over the 
bar to the ifland of Senegal the 20th of June. I ftood in great need of repofe, after 
the fatigues 1 had undergone in my voyage, from which I fufl'ered much more than I 
ftiould have done from a long fit of illnels. Every body knows, that the fea ficknefs 
is a kind of weaknefs or faintnefs, which caufeth a naufeoufnefs and vomiting, more or 
lels, according to the difference of conftitutions expofed to that element. Some people 
are^never feized with it: others feel the effects of it but the firft day or two, and then 
it leaves behind it a certain dizzinefs: others are never feized with this diforder, except 
when the fea is very much agitated, and the motion of the fhip becomes extremely 
violent: others, in fhort, and of this number was 1, are troubled with it the whole 
time they are at fea, in Ihort voyages even of two hours, as well as in long ones ; in 
calms as well as in ftormy weather. Robuft and feeble conlMtutions are attacked with 
it all the fame : .there are* only fome particular habits of befay, thofe of children for 
example, and perfons weakened by'ficknefs, and a few others in health, that are 
exempt ftom it. But of the latter, why fome fhould be fubjeft to, and others free 
from this ilinefs, is not yet known. The general utility that would refult from fhis 
knowledge, which, m fo learned an age, might pafs for a real difeovery, deferves the 
> 4 attentioR 
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attention of the gentlemen of the faculty *, who have occafion to perforiiS a voyage lly 
fea, or an opportunity of making thefe experiments. If once the caufe of "this imaiady 
were known, fome fafe prefervative might be found out, which would render this 
element acceffible to perfons, who, with abilities and the beft difpofition in the world 
for fea voyages, are often difeouraged merely by this obftrudion. 

To fuch a degree had this complaint (which does not however meet with its due 
degree of pity) ruined and difordered my ftoniach, that, upon ray arrival at the ifland 
of Senegal, 1 faw no other way to rc-eftablifli my health, than by fixing niy abode 
there, and renouncing all fta voyages, with a firm refolution not to go to fea again, 
till my return to France. Befides, I had reafon to be fatisfied with the voyages I had 
already made, as they had tamed out fo greatly to th advancement of natural hiftory, 
fo far as it regards the fouthern parts of our fettlemcnt: and the neighbourhc'^'* of the 
ifland of Senegal, and the Niger, was likely to furnifii me with many oblcrvations in 
phyfics and natural hiltory, which had efcaped me before. I ftaid therefore on this 
fpot fome years longer, during which time, befides thefe remarks, I had leifure to draw 
a few topographical charts, by which I defigned to fleer my courfe in my little voyages. 
In the fequel of this narrative, I fliall only take notice of the mofl remarkable occur¬ 
rences in thofe excurfions in the neighbourhood of the ifland of Senegal. 

I had been long defirous of making a vifit to the village of Kionk, which is in the 
Wood Ifland, within a league north of the ifland of Senegal. Thither at length 1 went 
the fourth of September in a fhallop; but I was not fortunate in my return, for, when 
we were in the middle of the river, a violent eaft-wind arofe, which warned us to 
make the beft of our way to land, in order to avoid the impending llorm. And 
indeed, 1 had hardly croflfed the point of the Wood J/Iand, when the tempeft burft. As 
it was impolliblf for me to reach the fhore, make what hafte I would, and the danger 
was imminent, 1 immediately made for the fand-bank, which joins this point to the 
ifland of Senegal. I'he negroes belonging to a pirogue, which had been alfo catched 
in the ftorm, leaped into the water r > to their waift on this very fand-bank, and up¬ 
held it agaiaft the violence of the waves, which Itad overwhelmed it in the beginning; 
their example was followed by the fix negroes belonging to m) Oiallop, and by ten 
other men and women paliengers, who jumped immediately into the water, and dividing 
themfelves all round the boat, fupported it againft the raging elements. This was the 
fureft way to hinder it from being overfet, or thrown upon the bank, where it would 
have been infallibly broke to pieces ; and we had reafon to be afraid of one or other 
of thofe accidents, the bed of the Niger being confiderably widened in this fpot by the 
jundlion of its two branches, which form a kind of lake, of fo fpacioiis an extent, as 
to be open on every fide to raving tempefts. The prefent weather might really 
deferve that name, the wind and rain being attended with flalhes of Kghtning and lou(> 
claps of thunder. Notwithftanding that the negroes were fo careful as to uphold my 

* To ferve the Rentlemen of the faculty, wlio may chance to fet about an inquiry into the caufe of |.his 
diforder, I thall infert liere a few more remarks which I have made on this fubjeil- i. Thofe who were 
fick during the whole voyage, the {irft time they embarked on board a middling (hip of 500 tons, did not 
feel a dizzinefs or head-ache, till afjer four hours vere expired; the v niitinir^did not come 911 till the 
feventh hour, and continued the whole time of the voyage, which was two months. 2. When I did not 
ftay long enough at fea to be troubled with a vomiting, it fei/.ed me an hour or tw'o after I went on (hore, 
whether I had eaten or not at my landing. 3. It very rarely happens that a iVa ' -knefs produceth a fever; 
it only diforders the (lomach, without taking away the appetite. 4. 1 oliferv '1 that more womciuby far 
than men, efcaped tliis illnefs ; anti more of thofe who are (hort-figbted than otherwife. 5. Finallv, I took 
notice, that thofe who have been moft afflicted with this complaint at fcti, have always much better health 
oil (hore, than fuch u feemed to be the mod vigorous and hearty at fen. '* 
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b(fet, yet this did not hinder it from making a foot and a half of water, partljj, with 
what fell ffoiu the heavens, and partly with the waves, which fometimes inwrapped it 
in the form of a ilieet, in v/hich I was alfo enveloped. Bcfides, I was wafhed, and, 
as it were, fcowered by the rain, which the wind impelled againit me with the utmoft 
-violence; and it came fo very quick upon me, as almoft to take away my breath, 
though I had fhcltered myfelf under one of the Tailor’s cloaks. Thus the boifterous 
elements drove my negroes and the boat with fuch force, that I began to be afraid both 
for them and for myfelf. Yet they did not let go their bold j their courage fupported 
them upwards of two hours, and preferved us from ruin. 

Tliis whirlwind began at three o'clock in the afternoon, but did not afford matter of 
obfervation, till towards the end. The wind ceafing about five, gave us an epportunity 
to fleer to the north point of the ifland of Senegal. This v/as the nearcfl land, and I 
was in a hurry fo reach it, in order to di7 myfelf as foon as poflible ; for the boat was 
Hill half full of water, notwithflaiuling the pains the ten paflengcrs had' taken to empty 
it, as fafl as the waves broke over it, which was almofl every inflant. While we were 
advancing with our oars, there appeared a phienomenon, which I had never fecn 
before fo near ; and I do not remember, that any writer has ever mentioned it. 'I'his 
was a kind of ball, like unto a column of fmokc, that turned round upon itfelf; it 
was from ten to twelve feet broad, and about two hundred and fifty in height; its bale 
U'as upon the water, and an eaftcrly wind was wafting it towards us. As foon US'the 
negroes faw it, they rowed as hard as they could to avoid it. They w'cre better ac¬ 
quainted thim I with the danger to which we mufb have been expofed, had this whirl¬ 
wind burfl over us; its ufual efled being to flifle thofe it envelopes, with heat, and 
fometimes to let fome of their houfes on fire; and they knew leveral inftaiices of 
people who had loll their lives by the like accident, 'i'hey were fo fortunate as to 
leave this dangerous phsenomcnon upwards of eighteen fathoms behind the fhallop; and 
they congratulated each other upon having fo luckily efcaped a torrent of fire, which 
by day-light appeared only as a thick fmoke. The heat thereof, though at the diflance of 
above a hundred feet, was very flrong, fo as to make my clothes fmoke, though it had 
not time to dry them. The atmofphere had then 2 5 degrees of heat; and 1 believe 
that the column of fmoke muft at leall have had fifty, to render the humidity fenfible 
to us. It left behind it a very flrong fmell, more nitrous than fulphureous, which 
annoyed us a long time, and the firft impreffion was made by a light ffimulation in 
the noflrils. This occafioned fome to fneeze, but in me it produced a hcaviuefs and 
difficulty of relpiration. 

In the month of March, in the year 1751, I began to take the plan of the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the ifland of Senegal. The eighth, I fet out in my pirogue^ with my 
fvvo cubtdols, (the name ufually given to the negro fifliermen) intending to make a 
tour round the ifland of Sor by water, as I was well acquainted with the inland parts. 

1 therefore w'ent up the Niger, keeping clofe along the ifland up to its northern point, 
in order to enter the marigot of Kantai, which wafhes its caflern fhore, and to trace 
its courfe. As foon as I entered it, I thought myfelf rather in a fifh-pond, than in a 
river from fifteen to twenty fathoms broad j To greatly did ft abound with fifh. It was a 
pleafure to fail along' a ftream as tranfparent and fmoofh as glafs, while the banks 
were planted with very high maj?groves, which afiorded a verdant fhade above the 
fpace of a league. The fifh bounced and leaped on every fide of us; but what was 
mod extraordinary, vt/xierdver we pafled, fome of them were continually leapin'^ into 
the boat. 'I'he largefl, as the bcfl jumpers, paffed over us; but almofl all the middling 
ones fell in. As their motions in whirling about did not feem natural or voluntary, I 

examined 
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exattuned into them, in order to difcover their caufe; and I found, moflrof them hid ' 
received the impreffion of teeth on foine parts of their bodies; from whence I con¬ 
cluded, that they had been purfued by the larger filh that wanted to prey upon them. 
For two hours that I kept failing along this marigot, I reckoned two hundred and thirty 
fifhes called carpets*, which were catched in this manner without any other arti'ice. 
This was a moderate fifliing to my Negroes: as they were ciihahts, that is, fiflierraen 
by trade, they did not feem to be much furprized at it: nay, they told me, that when they 
fiflied for the large fifli with the line or rod, they let their pirogue go down the cur¬ 
rent of thefe little rivers, and frequently dejjended more on the fiiull fiih that were 
taken in this manner, than on the chance of the large ones. 

Never had cormorants, duckers, and falcon-hfhcr', liner fport; and indeed all the 
mangroves were covered with them. 'I’lie falcon-f liter, which the JuIoiFs rail by the 
name of nguuirkol, and the French by that of nanctie, is a bird abouL llii: bignefs of 
a goofe, with brown feathers, except the head, o.,ck, bread, and tail, which are a 
beautiful white. It has a drong hooked bill like an eajde, with Iharp talons, incur-. 
vated in a femicircular form, \vhich it ufes mod dexteroufly in fiOiing. It generally 
perches on tre ;s near the water ; where, as foon as it fees a fi'h draw near the fiirface, 
it darts upon and feizes it with its talons. I killed one of them, whieh m.ule my 
negroes look upon me with a very bad eye, becaui'e they fear and revcretice this bird; 
they even carry their fuperdition fo far, as to place it among the ninnber of their 
marabousy that is, of their prieds, whom they look upon as perfoiis ficrcd and divine. 
Yet they were appeafed, when they faw, I had got them a fifli of above four pounds, 
which this prefended marabou had carried to the bank of the river, in order to fead upbn it. 

There happened to me another adventure, of much the fame nature, on the 22d 
of April, at the village of Sor. I was fitting on a mat in the middle of a court yard, 
with* the governor of the village, and his whole family ; when a viper of the mif- 
ehitvous kind, after winding round the company, was drawing near to me. Ihis 
familiarity I did not at ail relifli; • nd, to prevent any accident, I thought proper to 
kill it dirtcfly, with a dick 1 had m my hand. Indantly, the whtdc company darting 
up, made loud o'ltcries, as if 1 had committed murder ; and they all flew away, fo 
that the place was foon delerted. As the alfair grew ferious, and the report thereof 
was fpread over the village, 1 laid hold of this opportunity, now that I was by myfelf, 
to put the viper iitto my handkerchief, and to hide it in my waidcoat pocket. This 
was the bed method to make fare of this animal, which is fo diflicuU to be had in that 
country ; and at the fame time the way to calm their minds, by removing it out of 
fight. 1 was not very fafe upon that fpot; and, perhaps they would have done me 
fomc mifehief; but the mader of the village, a man. of gooii fenlc, in whole houfe 
this whole alfair had palled, foon refleded tint both h:.s lionour arnl intercit called up'an 
him to quiet the tumult, and to lilence the report. This he did elfecliially by raean& 
of his authority as governor ; though his prudent eonducl, and his ciiaradtr a.s marabou, 
were of no fmall allidance to him. This fpecimen diews how zealoufly the negroes 
are attached to their religion, and to their luperditious obfervanccs. They do not. look 
upon ferpents as deities, yel they refped them enough not to kill them ; they let them 
grow and multiply in their huts, though thefe animals Ircquctltly eat their chickens, 
attd dare to lie, as It were, with themfelves. Trile it Ls, they feldotn hurt any body; 
they ,,mud be either aftacked, or wounded, or trod upon, before they will be pro¬ 
voked to bile. 

* A fort of £{h like a carp, but Ihorter. 
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&The 7th ^of May, I fell do^ the Niger, in order to vifit the marigot of. Del, 
'which is not very far from its mouth. The wind was favourable ; and my negroes, 
to avoid the trouble of rowing, put up their fail. A pirogue only thirty feet in length 
could not want a very large fail; and indeed they were not much at a lofs to find one. 
A negro ei'efted a pole of about ten feet, in the fore part of the boat, and then fet another 
fmall one acrofs the top of it, whereon he hung his paatt. Thefe paans arc very ufeful: their 
lhape is fiich, that you may occafionally make them ferve for a fail, a Iheet, a bed covering, 
a cloak, a petticoat, or a fafh. I cannot compare the figure of this fail to any thing better 
than that of a banner or Itandard, with the two lower ends fafiened to each fide of 
{hfipirogue. The negro who was upon the poop, fleered with his paddle; while the 
other managed the fail, and turned it to the wind. With this feeble aid, I advanced 
near two leagues in lefs than an hour’s time, and arrived at the entrance of the murigot 
of Del. lull w'here it difeharges itfelf into the Niger, it is (topped up by a bar of land, 
where the river is fometimes fo rough, v/hen a north wind blow^s, as to hinder the 
large pirogues from entering. My people concerted their matters fo well, that they 
got over the difficulty, and, after conducing me through all the windings of the 
marigot, they landed me at the village of Del, which w^as built on the extremity of a 
bank of fhells, that extended near a league to the northward. It appeared remarkable, 
that this bank was entirely bare to the 'furface, and that all the ihclls were of one 
fpecies of oyllers, which had heretofore lived on the mangroves of the neighbouring 
marigols, in the fame manner as I had obferved of thefe in the river Gambia. 

The fea had brought into the Niger a prodigious quantity of fca poumons and vektics, 
which upon my return 1 had leiiure to fee floating on the water. The former of 
thofe fifhes are known in this country by the name of Flernifli caps, anti (he latter by 
that galercs*. Nothing can bear a nearer refemblancc; to a bladder filled w’ith air, 
and painted a beautiful red, than the body of the galcrc. You can hardly diftiirguilh 
any other part of it than a fringe upon the back, and eight fillets under the belly, 
that defeend downwards, to ferve, as it were, for a ballaft to the bladtitr which floats 
above water, and is tolled to and fro by the winds. This animal, though uiifliapen ami 
almofl without any fenfible motion, is cauflic to fuch a degree, that, when you touch 
it, you immediately feel a pain as if you were burnt. I took one into my hand to 
make a trial, and held it till I began to feel its effeft: this appearetl externally by a 
little rednefs, followed by a pricking and an inflammation, whicli did not ccafe till four 
hours after. The pain was communicated to all the tender jrarts of the body, aS to 
the face, and efpecially to the eye-brows, by a very llender contact of the hand inflamed- 

The remarks I had made for fume years, with great attention, and with particular 
views, in regard to the heats of the country, appeared to me important enough to be 
«'ilarged, in fuch a manner as to render them liifceptible of comparifon. 1 refolvcd 
xihereforc to obferve, during the hotted days in the year, the tlegrees marked by 
M. de Reatamir\ thermometer, when expofed to the open air; and thofe which a 
fecond indrument of thejike nature would mark, during the fame time, in the lands 
expofed to the fun. hi. Jndrioty who, befides being extremely well fkilled in natural 
philofophy, is a very accurate obferver, was of great allidapce to me on this occalion ; 
for he was fo good as to be at equal trouble with me, whenever 1 wanted a perfon to 
make experiments in one place correfpondent to thofe 1 was^verforining in another. 
Such was the tribute wc mutually paid to the fricndfhip, which had fo clofely united us 
ever fince our youth. 

» Urtica marina fomta purpuren, obloriga. cirrhis longiffimis. Sloan, Jam. Vol. i. pag. 7. Tab.4. Fig. 5. 
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I jatched upon the 4th of July, to make one of thofe- important obfc’-vations 0*1 
the ifland of Senegal i The fun was then diftant from our zenith, no more than feveu 
degrees north, fo that it might be looked upon as vertical towards noon-day. The 
Savanna which extends weft of the fort St. Lewis, like a great plain, level with the 
neighbouring fea, and expofed to the winds on all fides, efpecially to the weft, which 
blew that day, afforded me the beft place I could defire for my purpofe, becaufe it has 
no flrelter. A little fand-hill about four feet high, that ftood very conveniently in the 
middle of the plain, was the fpot on which I fet an exact thermometer before the fun, 
fixing the ball in the faiul. I placed it towards ten o’clock iri the morning, and there 
it ftaid till three in the afternoon. During this whole rime, I obferved the degrees of 
afcenfion in the liquor of the thermometer every fivi minutes. M. Andriot kept an 
account thereof, untler a Imall flied of ftraw, whither I retired from time to t’me, to 
fkreen myfclf from the rays of the fun, which made my head very dizzy. He ftaid to 
watch this inftrument, and to make his oblervations, while I went to the fort, in order 
to confult another thermometer, which I held continually fufpended in the open air, 
in the fliade eighteen feet from the ground, to avoid the reflexion of heat. This 
marked 30 degrees for the heat of the open air, in the coldeft expofition of the iftand, 
while the other marked the heat of the fand at 60 degrees A. I had put three eggs 
into the ground, and covered them with fand, where I left them about three hours, 
in order to know for certain what effeft this heat would produce upon them; 1 per- 
ceived they were not hard, but the white ftuck a little round the fhell; and they were 
fit for eating : accordingly w'e dined upon them, and found them veiy good. I here is 
reafon to believe that, if the lube of the thermometer had been long enough to give 
more room for the liquor to play, it would have afeended a great deal higher than 60 
degrees as 1 j)erctivcd afterwards, upon repeating thefe oblervations with other 
thermometers graduated up to boiling water. I fliall not defcant any further on thefe 
experiments ; it will fuflice at prefent to have only hinted at them, as I intend to enter 
into a imire minute detail, in my tr-Jtife of obfervations on natural hiftory. 

The iiimn of September, there arofe in the night a violent call w'ind, wliich brought 
on a very heavy rain, attended with fuch quick ilafhes of lightning, that they feemed 
to be one continued corufeation. I’he thunder burft at the fame time in two different 
places in the ifland of Senegal ; one was the mail of a veffel; the other the hofpital; 
within two hundred fathoms of one another on the fame bank of the Niger. I'hat 
which fell on the hofpital, did no other harm than breaking two weatber-cocks on the 
fame pavillion, knocking a tew tiles oft' the top of the houl'e, fplitiing fevcral of the 
rafters, and burfting three ftones on the floor, where it fpent iifelf on the lime, without 
hurting any of rite fick that were very near. There was fometliing more remarkable 
in what happened 10 the mart of the fhip, which was about f n ty feet high, ani 
done ail over with pitch and tar. The thunder furrowed it two inches deep, but un¬ 
equally, from one end to the other, without touching the iron work, the tackling, or 
any of the pitched cordage with which it was furrouiidcd ; and it fpent iifcU on, the 
quarter-deck, which was covered with a large tarpawling of thick cauvafs, all'o done 
over with pitch’and tar. It teems as if the rofin broke the violence of the thunder, 
and diverted it another way.’ it is well known, that the outfidcs of thdfe vefl'els are 
well fecured with pitch and tar, fo that their external furface may be confidered as 
one CQntinuCd lay of rofin. A negro, who had been entrufteu with the care of the 
fhip that night, having laid himfelf down to fleep in the back cabin, felt a fuddea 
fliock, of which there remained very llrong impreflions the next day, in every part of 
his body. 1 leave it to philofophers, curious about this fort of phtenomena, to judge 
• 402 whether 
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wfcether there can 6 e a greater analogy between the ordinary efFefls of eleftricity, and 
thofe produced on tliis occafion by thunder. 

The waters of the Niger were fo fwelled with this ftorm of rain, and rufhed on with 
fuch precipitation, that they loofened, four or five leagues from thence, a little flip of land 
which floated along with the flream. The next morning it was feen like another Delos, 
following the current of the Niger, and fleering its courfe towards the fea. Its agree¬ 
able verdure, and the beautiful difpofuion of the trees with which it was covered, gave 
it the air of an enchanted ifland, and railed a defire in the inhabitants of Senegal to get 
it into their pofl'efiion. Iininidia'^cly a boat was fent, and overtook it; the failors faftened 
fevcral ropes to the trees, and ohliged it, in fpitcof all the refilhmee it could make, to 
join the fands of Senegal. The whole village flocked to fee this curious fpedacle; 
never had they beheld fo delightful an ifland : tltey all feeined eager to go upon it, but 
were afraid of its roots, which they took for ferpeuts.^ 1 mealureJ it, and found it but 
four fathoms diameter: it was round, and bore only a fpinous flirub ten feet high, to 
which the negroes give the name of Inlhiir*. Its roots were cxtrenicly clofe and inter- 
twiflcd one within the other : they.hohl but very little clay together, w'hich the water 
could not w'afh away. I'he wood of this plant is a vnfl deal lighter than cork : the 
inhabitants of the country make ufe of it hi fifliing, when liiey want to fulni over the 
river, where it happens to be too broad. 

The negroes are all excellent fwiminers ; and nothing can l)c a ftronger proof of this, 
than the intrepidity, with which they expofe themfelvxs on tlie bar. Tlic tvt enty-filth of 
the fame month, I was on the f-a fhore, bufied in obferving the height of the equi¬ 
noctial tides, when a I'rettch vefl'el arrived oppofite to the fort of Senegal. The fliip’s 
boat advanced towards the bar; and there wedted till fumebody from fhore came to 
fee what difpatches it brought. The negro, who wa‘. u'ed to this bufinefs, jumpe'd 
into the watt r to fetch the letters, though there w'as a greater fvvcll than ufual, becaufe 
the tides rofe to a higlicr pitch. 'J'o bthold the violent agitation of the fea, the billows 
rifing above ten feet, and lhe*n falling like fo many fheets of wniter, with j)roeligious noilc 
and weight, one would never imagine that he could poflibly furinount them: yet he 
pafl'ed them all, riding upon the backs of forne, and plunging under others, where he 
fetmetf to be buried, till at length he Iiappilv got on fhore, with the dilpatches com¬ 
mitted to his care. Neither is the lea the objetc mofl to be dreaded during this palTage; 
there are fuch terrible requiem on the bar, that they oftenilines devour the divers. No 
doubt but it w'as owing to forne accident of this kind, that a negro difappeared this very 
month, and was never more heard of. 

T he next d.iy we catched a fifh in the river, that has very little relation to any of 
the known inhabitants of the liquid element. Its body is round, without fcales, and 
fmooth as an eel, but much tliicker in proportion to its length. The negroes cal! it 
ouanieary and the French ircmbleur, or quakcr, from the effeft it produces, which is not 
a numbnefs like that arifing from the cramp-fifh, but a very painful trembling in the limbs 
of dmfe who touch it. This efl'eft did not appear to differ fenfibly from the elcdrical 
motion of the Leyden experiment, which 1 hiid felt fcveral times : and it is communicated 
in the fame manner by fimple contact, with a flick or i^on rod five or fix feet long; 
fo as to makfc you inflantly drop whatever you hold in your hand. 1 have tried this 
experiment feveral times, as well as that of eating of this fifh, which, though very well 
tailed, is not equally proper for all conflitutifms. 

The ifland ot Senegal, as 1 have feveral times obfeived, is no more than a naked 
land-bank, which produces but a few herbs* and, whofe infufficient and improper tp 

* A new fpceice of fefbap * r •, 
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feed the Company's flocks. This has obliged them to look out tor a place, wheroific 
cattle might find pafture, and ftcurity again ft the depredations of the Moors and the 
negroes. Thefe advantages are in fonte meafure found on a pretty large ifland, called 
Grid, within two leagues north of Senegal. The convcniency of getting to thi^ place 
by means of a finall river of the fame imtne, and the agreeable defci iption I had heard 
ofit, induced me to take a trip rliither for a few day.s. I fet out the 2J of October, 
by the fame canal which i.s parallel to the principal b'^anch of t!ie Niger, ami feparated 
all along from the fea, only by a narrow neck of fanJ, about a hundred fathoms at 
moft in breadth. It was covered with pelicans, or wide-throats, which moved with 
great fta'e, like fwans upon the water. Without d; d t, thei’e are the largcft birds in 
the country, next to the oftricli. I killed one, wh. ic wings, mcafuring from one end 
to the other, were above ten feet wide. Its bill w.is upwards of a foot a-'^ a ;...if long; 
and the bag, laftened underneath, held near two and twenty pints of w.;ter. d his bag is 
not only foi hilling ; but is like a kind of calling net, wliich nature hath given thofe birds, 
to facili aie the means of providing for their wants. It could not be given to any 
animal that knows how to make belter ufe of it, fir they may be faid to fi.Oi in per- 
fedioii. '1 hey generally fwim in flocks in deep water, and form at firft a large circle, 
butcontracl it afierw.irds, by drawing near to one atuuher gradually, in order to bring 
tile fi!h along with them, which the morion of their feet has confined within that fpace ; 
anti as foon as they fee a fuflicient number of them together, they plunge their bill wide 
open into the water, and (hut it again as qu’ck as a fifhermun cafts and draws his net. 
In order to emp:y their bag of the w.iter with w'lich it is filled, they only lean their 
bill on one fide, and open it gently ; tiieii the water runs out, and leaves the fifties dry, 
which they eat very quietly on (hore. 

When vve were witliin a quarter of a league of the ifland of Griel, we thought we 
faw a beautitul avenue of trees, which prefeufs itfr.lf fidewa) s : their fymraetry would 
even make one imagine, that tliey wore planted on purpofe to form a delightful villa; 
yet they w'crc only calabaflies, f.>v • by tlie hands of nature, and cafily known by their 
make and fize. I .xcept thefe trees, of which there is a great number on this point, and 
a few inangnives, there are hardly any others on the ifland. 'I 'le meadow is on this 
fame fide, on a red fand-hiil, ivhich is fown here and there with a few Ihtubs, and 
efpecially w ill titliymals, wliofe white flowers ate agreeably intermixed with the lively 
colours of the fuperb lily* by which they are topped. '1 he reft of the ifland is a fmooth 
even plain, the grcatelt part of which is laid under water during the rainy fcafon : 
it is uncovered in the winter by draining the water.s into a finall rivulet, whicli feems to 
form a little ifle in the larger ifland of Griel. This part balances the good qualities of 
the other; for it produces only two forts of plantsf, of which the cattic do not feeia 
to be very fond. • 

After palfing the rivulet that feparates thelittlcifle fnsm tlie larger ifland ofGriel, I f nind 
towards tlie north the village of Dounn on a reddifti fand, the ground fomew at higher 
and furprizingly fruitful. Proceeding frill further north, I came to tlie village of Ngyiago, 
from whence I perceived, at the diflance of a league to the fight, the village of I'orkrod, 
which is feparated from thehpe all the way by a inorafs. As this morars is full of water and 
reeds, it abounds with aquatic bdds, fuch as curlews, woodcocks, ifeals, and wild 
ducks. 'I he latter are of a fmall fize, and a‘little different from our European 
wild duck : there is fuch plenty or them in this it' ighbourhood, as to cover 
a very large trad of ground; they fliew theinfelves by tnoufiuids, and you kill 
. them, as it were, by thoufands. It is not uncommon to fee thirty of them 
drop at one Ihot, and oftentimes twice the number. True it is, that thefe 

• A .lew fpecicB of methonica. f The marina crifta or falicornia, and LinnxuB's crfjjl:. Spt.-. Plant, p **ij* 
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lucfey fhotl: are relervcd for the negroes: for befides their being very good markfmen 
and their making ufe only of thofe large fowling-pieces called buccaneers, and aiming 
at thofe birds only upon level ground and in large plains, they have ftill another advan¬ 
tage ovier Europeans : they can draw near the game by means of the colour of their 
bodies, which, being black from head to foot, are confounded with the verdure of the 
field; whereas the white face of the Europeans, or the fnialleft bit of a fleeve or neck¬ 
cloth, is perceived afar olF by thofe birds, and the lead noife in the world frightens 
then away, before you come within reach qf (hem. 

The negroes of this neighbourhood are obliged to lie on very high beds, in order 
to be Iheltercd from the mufketocs, of which there are great fwarms, efpecially in this 
month. Thefe beds are from five to fix feet fquare, and confift of a double texture of 
flicks laid very clofc together, and fupported by four pods, which are raifed eight or nine 
feet from the ground. They mount this kind of platform by dcp-Iadders, faflencd to 
two of the pods perpendicularly over one another. 'J’his lituation is far from being 
convenient; for it is very diOicult to afeend thofe ladders, mod of them being out of 
order by frequent mounting ; and one’s foot is apt to flip towards that fide which they 
incline to : yet the negroes climb them wdth great cafe. At fun-fet, the muflcctoes ilfuc 
forth in fwarms, and then the negroes betake themfelves to their platform, d'herethey 
fup and fmoke, and chat for a great part of the night, after which they deep till day 
in the open air. I had never ufed the precaution to take a tent with me ; fo that I 
lay with them and in their manner, that is, alniod naked, the great heat not permitting 
me to wear any fort of garment. The mufleetoes indeed were not fo troiiblelbme here 
as under cover; dill they fucked a good deal of blood, and every morning I had my 
face disfigured with pimples. This, however, did not hinder me from jjafling my nights 
very agreeably. 

Befides the amufement I received from the fables, dialogues, and witty dories, with 
which the negroes entertained each other alternately, according to tlieir cudom ; I 
was ravifhed with beholding a fky ever blue and ferene, and befpangled with liars 
that flione forth with the brighted ludre. Railed on this platform as on a fifiall 
obfervatory, open on all fules, 1 could cafily accompany thofe luminaries with my eye 
in their common revolution from cad to well. Oftentimes, 1 did not lofe fight of the 
upper edge of the difle of the fun and of the larger dars, till they plunged under the 
horizon of the ocean : and it was not uncommon for me, to pay the fame attendance 
upon fome dars, much below the fecoud magnitude ; though they could net be dif- 
cerned after their rife, till towards the third or fourth degree of their afcenfion above the 
horizon, by rcafon of the vapours, winch are more frequent upon land. 

I'he negroes likewife pointed to me a confuierable number of the dars, that form 
th't chief condellations, as Leo, Scorpitj, Aquile, Pegafus, Orion, Sirius, Procyon, 
Spica, Canopus, befides mod of the planets, wherewith they were well acqu'dinted. Nay, 
they went fo far, as to diftinguilh the fcintillations of the dars, w'hich at that time 
begaK to be vifible to the eye. It is amazing, that fuch a rude and illiterate people 
Ihould reafon fo pertinently, in regard to thofe heavenly bodies; for there is no man¬ 
ner of doubt but that,^ with proper indruments and a good will, they would become 
excellent adrbnomers; by reafon tijat they live in a climate that enjoys a clear Iky, 
almod the year round; and, as they fpend their time out of decors, they have all man¬ 
ner of convenlencies for examining, every moment, into wiat pad'es in the flarry 
regions. 

A few days after my return to the Ifland of Senegal, the north part of the village, 
was burnt down to the. ground. The reader may eafily imagine what havock the flames, 
efprcially when fanned by a very drong north-ead wind, mud have made amon§ a 
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parcel of ftraw huts, that flood extremely clofe to each other, and had bec>a dried by 
the heat of the fun. In vain did the marabous climb on the top of the c Jttages, and 
fpit into the blaze j in vain did they mumble over their prayers, and aft a thoufand 
ridiculous mummeries ; not one of the huts, over which they performed thofe charms, 
efcaped: neither was the fury of the flames aflTuaged, till the inhabitants, finding the 
inutility of thofe fuperftitious incantations, beftirred themfelves with all their might, in 
throwing water and fand to extinguilli the fire. The day following, they endeavoured to 
repair their lofs ; new cottages were railed on the fame fpot; and in a few days there were 
no yeftiges remaining of the damage done by this conflagration. So common are thefe 
accidents in this country, that 1 remember fomc year , wherein not a month, nayfome- 
times not above a week or a fortnight elapfed, witoat one hut or another taking fire : 
and fometimes it fpreads with fuch fury, that in the ipace of five year , one half of 
the village of Senegal, extending very near four hundred fathoms, was twice burnt 
down to the ground, in lefs than four and twenty hours. Thecaufc of thefe misfortunes 
is frequently unknown, for they commonly happen in the day-time, during the moft 
ficorching heats ofthe fun ; and the negroes are fo ufed to them, that they feldom lofe 
either their lives or effeds, fo that they exped them continually, without living under 
any great apprehenfion. 

'J'he illand of Sor is divided into two unequal parts by a fmall marigot, the mouth of 
which is oppofite to the fort on the ifland of Senegal. I entered it the firft time, in my 
pircgjtc, the 8th of December. This rivulet is fo narrow, that the branches of the 
mangroves on each fide join together, and form a kind of ifle or covered alley, which 
extends alinoft a quarter of a league in length. I paid dearly for the fervice thofe trees 
did me, in flielteriiig me from the heat of the fun; for in an inftant I was attacked by 
a prodigious fwarm of nnifketoes, and large flies*, whofe flings are as painful as thofe 
of bees. My negroes, being naked, fufl'ered infinitely more than I; their bodies were 
covered with thei'e infeds in fuch a 'uanner, that they made fcveral rows clofe upon one 
another, I really believe fuch a ipedacie was never feen before ; and that all thefe 
ftingiiigs drained diem of as much blood, as they w'ould have loft by a copious bleed¬ 
ing. 'I’his canal mull ha\e been the great thoroughfare for the muiketoes coming from 
the bottom of the wood, which feems to be the general magazine of the country, from 
whence they iffue out in i'warms, and fpread themfelves among the villages and other 
places inhabited by man or beafl. 

Were it not for the above inconvcniency, this rivulet would be the fineft place in the 
world for a trip on the water. The breadth of it is from two to four fathoms ; with as 
many, and fometimes more in depth. It is frequented by a great number of birds,' 
all excelling each other in beauty ; and efpecially by I'evcral fpecies of the king-fifh^, 
whofe plumage is agreeably depided with variety of the moft lively colours. There 
you hear alfo a continual warbling of birds, with ’ tpeated echoes from the many trunks 
of trees, with which the banks are lined. The two extremities thereof are flopped up 
with a fhoal, which admits of none but pirogues to enter: yet taking the opportftnity 
ofthe tide, ftiallops might be font up it by the marigot of Kantai, to cut down a confi- 
derablc quantity of niangroves, moft of w'hich arc f)-<mi twelve'to fifteen.inches in dia¬ 
meter, and might be of excellent ufe for timber fo build houles. The bank at the call 
end of the rivulet is a flinty f.'iul, which Ls bare at low water. V/hen I paffed that way, 
half a dozen crocodiles lay ftretched out before the fun, iinmuve; ble, like fo many pieces 
of log-wood, on the ground. Whenever the negroes come near ..his place, they are hire 
fo find thefe animals hire ; and thence it is that they call this rivulet the marigot ofthe 
diajiks, which, in their language, fignifies the rivulet of the crocodiles. 

* Tabsnus; the gad-fly. 
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'to the ‘ 4 ght of this flioal, 1 entered the marigot of Kantai, where the 'negfoes were 
at that titn 3 very bufy in fiihing for the lamantin, or fea-cow. This fifh, which has 
been mentioned by all voyagers, and which many have defcribed without being well ac* 
quafintdd with it, and which probably gave rife to the fable of the mermaids, deferves fo 
particular a defcription, that I (hall be excufed from faying any thing more about it in 
this compendious narrative. There does not pafs a year in which the negro inhabi¬ 
tants of this neighbourhood, who have referved the filhery to theinfelves, exclufive of 
all others, do not catch half a dozen, the greateft part of which they fell to the fort of 
Senegal. It is caught only in December and January, which are the moil favourable 
months. The flelh of it is fine eating ; being of the colour of veal or pork, and in taftc 
partaking of both ; but it feldom is fo tender. 

Afcending the Niger, as we came out of the martgots of Kantai and Guaira, I faw 
along the coafl: cf Barbary the feveral gutters, which the fea had made the day before 
by dafhing with fuch violence againfl: the fands. It was ftill high enough to pour its 
waters into the river ; and what is very remarkable, in regard to this efieft of a fwelling 
fea, is, its having appeared feveral years fucceffivcly during the winter folflice, and not 
in the equinoxes, as if the tides were ftronger in that feafon of the year than in this. 

Notwith[landing that I made all the hafte I could, yet I did not get back to the point 
of the ifland of Senegal till fix in the evening; and when I reached the fort, it was 
night. For in thofe countries, where the nights and days are ahnoft equal the year 
round, they have but very little twilight, and there is not the difle-renee of a quarter 
of an hour between fun-fet and darknefs: fo that, as foon as it is ten or filteen degrees 
below the horizon, an opake gloom fpreads itlelf over the furface of the earth, and k 
is then as dark as midnight. 

Pleafed with what I had learned by a conflant navigation for feveral months fucceffivcly 
in all the fmall rivers of the neighbourhood of the ifle of Sor, I was not willing to lofe 
the opportunity of feeing their method of tillage, which was to be in the beginning of 
the month of June the next year, in that ifland. Early in the morning, the 8th of 
June, all the inhabitants attended the lord of the village into the field, finging and 
dancing as on a great feftival: fome carried their tabor and pipe ; others had no other 
tool or inftrument than a fmall fpade helved with a flick, which was bent in tlie middle, 
and long enough to prevent their being obliged to floop to work. After they had all 
danced a few minutes ontheveiy (pot, the latter, without interrupting the cadence, 
began to throw up the ground with their fpades, in order to root out the weeds. 
During this operation they accorded fo well with the found and meafure of the inflru- 
ments in their motions and finging, that you would have concluded all thofe hufband- 
jtien to be profefied dancers and fingers. It was pleafuig to fee how they loffed their 
arms and legs, and into what contorfions they threw themlelves with an air of content, 
according as the found of the tabor was more or lefs quick, and as the guiriois gave 
more life to their finging. They were not to leave off working till night; in two days 
the/were to refume their work again: and then their tafk coufilts in digging with the 
fame fpade a few holes, into which they throw a few grains of millet, over which 
they immedia;ely fpread the earth with their feet. When/his is’done, they rely upon 
the rains for every thing elfe, and /hey are excufed from all kind of labour till harveft 
time. Their lougans, for fuch is the name they have given tovrfieir ploughed lands, are 
generally inclofed with.a hedge of thorns, or a kind of tithymallus, or herb fpurge, which 
is never very large, nor tall. '1 he bark of it is fo white as to render it remarkable 
above all other uvees. It grows very faff after the manner of all foft wood, and when 
cut, it fheds a large quantity of white thick liquor like milk, which flows in great 
abundance. 
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Whfn thrfe hufbaadmen were fet about their work, I left them\o go aljP'oQtin^* 
far as the villace of Somguiann, which is within afmall half-league of s/r, or Sor- 
baba. I killed fome woodpeckers, partridges, larks, and a few geefe. T he geefe of 
this country, which the negroes call hiitt have nothing pleafing in the colour of tijeir 
feathers; but they are remarkable for a large bunch on their head, crowned with feveral 
caruncles, which ferve for an ornament. 'I’heir fhoulders, juft on the fpot where the 
inflexion of the wing is made, are alfo armed with a horn like a prickle, near an, inch 
in length: and they ufe it very dexteroufly againft birds of prey that want to attack 
them. 

My courfing was greatly improved by the difeover' J made, keeping along the bank 
of the neighbouring marigot of Sor-baba. There »v'ere frefli traces impreffed in the 
fand, which I eafily found to have been made by a crocodile: this excited m/ ..uriofity ; 

I wanted to follow the feent, in order to find out this animal j but after feeking for it 
in vain, I came to a place about fifty paces diftant from the rivulet, where the fand 
feemed to have been difturbed. My negroes judged that this might be the place where 
the crocodile layed its eggs; and they were not miftaken: for, after digging about 
half a foot, they found thirty eggs, which they carried away, intending to make good 
cheer with them. They were hardly larger than gool'e eggs, but call a fmall feent of 
mufk, which would doubtlefs have been very agreeable to thofe who like that fmell. 

I had been now upwards of three years in the country without having had any op¬ 
portunity of feeing the lime-kiln. This is a place fo called from the lime made of fliells, 
of which there is prodigious plenty in that neighbourhood. As it is on the bank of a* 
fmall river which communicates with the Niger, the paffage to it, from the ifland of 
Senegal, is cafy by water. I arrived there the 20th of Auguft, on board a veffel which 
was going to load with lime. This is one of the moft delicious countries upon earth, 
being diverfified with large plains, agreeable valleys, c.xcellent pafturage at all times 
for black and for fmall cattle, and with little rivers, the banks of which are covered 
with mangroves and other trees in ^ erpetual verdure. The chief of thofe rivers bears 
the name of the i'.me-marigot: it is large, and very full of filh, abounding cfpecially with 
fine eels, carpj and macheiram. The latter is very good fifli, aad. extremely fat; but it 
is dangerous while alive, being armed on the two fins of each fide, and on that of the 
back, with a very lharp dart, wherewith it wounds thofe who attempt to catch it. 
Thefe wounds are venomous, and difficult to cure. 

Going aftiore on the fouth fide of this marigot, 1 found myfelf on a bank of Ihells, 
where a number of lime-kilns had been dug very near the fea-lide. This bank, though 
bare of earth, was covered with a very thick wood j there were even fome calaba/h-trees,. 
of above three feet diameter. I kept walking among the lliells as far as the village 
called Montel, which is more than half a league from thence fouinward ; and I canfe 
back another way, in order to difeover the breadth of it. What diverted me moft in 
in this expedition was, to fee the manner in which one of ray negroes killed a crocodile 
feven feet long. Having fpied this animal afleep among brambles, at the foot of a, tree 
that grew near the bank of a, river, he approached fo foftly as not to awake him, and then 
ftruck him very dexteroufly with his knife in that pai't 0^ the neck where the|e are lio 
bones nor fcales, and pierced him nearly quite through. The animal, mortally 
wounded, and curling b’mfelf, though with fome difficulty, hit the negro on the legs 
with the end*bf his tail; and fuch was the violence of th‘- blow, that he laid him flat 
upon the ground. The latter, withotit letting go his hold, ro'e up again immediately; 
and, that he might have nothing to fear from the crocodile’s devouring jaw, he en¬ 
wrapped it with a paan, while his comrade held the tail, and I got upon his body in 
order to keep hiigi down. Then the negro drew out his knife again, and ciit off the 
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head[ quit\ clean from the body. This expedition was foon over. The negroes did all 
they coula to drag the body of the crocodile as far as the veflel, for it was too heavy 
for them ta carry j but finding their endeavours incfftftual, they got it into a boat in 
order to put it ,oti board. By this exploit my negro acquired high applaufe from all 
the lapiots of the vcifel, and from the neighbouring inhabitants, who had been long ac¬ 
quainted with his dexterity in hunting the crocodile. They did honour to their prey ; 
for that very evening they ate fevera! fliccs of it. I tafted fome, which to me did not 
appear to have fo Arong a Icent ofmvifk, as it is generally faid to have, and I found it 
tolerable good earing. 

The day fallowing I made an excurfion on the other Ade the Ime-marigot^ and was 
not a little furpi ifed to find a great number of hills of i-ed fand upwards of thirty feet 
high. The *the * dettars, and fevcral other fiuit-trces, gave undoubted proofs 
of the fecundity of this foil: I faw cantelcoirs on every Airub ; and when they were 
touched, they changed from a green colour into black. They had fine I'port at 
that time in hunting of grafshoppers, with which the eartli was in fome meafure 
covered; for it is a miAake to imagine that this animal does not cat. Let not its meagre 
body impofe on us : as many as 1 lound, had ihcir Itoinachs filled with butterflies, and 
efpecially with grafshoppers ; which Ihcws that they do not faA fo rigidly as the vulgar 
formerly imagined .* but this is not the only error frtnn wliich they ought to be fet free. 

To return to the banks of oyAer-fliclls which cover tlie liine-fields upwards of half a 
league; the negroes have alfo their prejudices. Some of them tell us, that this bank 
■was the work of monkeys in former ages; and that thefe animals, being then more 
numerous than they are at prel'eut, ale up thofe oyAers. Others will have them to be 
the Aiclls of oyAers which their forefathers fmoak-dried, as they thcmfelves ufed to do 
not a great many years ago, when the mangroves of this river furniflied them with 
wood, as thofe of the river Gambia do to this very day. I’he French, who have exa¬ 
mined thefe banks, and heard the reafonings of the negroes in regard to their formation, 
are of the latter opinion. But even were we to grant Ipolh thefe points, Aill they will 
be puzzled to account bow thefe Aiells fliould be arranged tlius in the regular manner 
we And them, without any intermixture. Befidcs, the quantity of oyAers that could 
be Aielled and dried in a day, is fo very fmall in comparifon to the inimenfe heap of 
{hells in queAion, and w'oukl fuppofe fuch a feries of ages 10 form this bank, that the 
thing lofeth all probability in the lupputation. Wilhoui having recourfe to fuch pre¬ 
carious proofs, in order to explain in what manner this and fuch other heaps of Aiells 
have been formed, we have only to refledt on what paffeih in the river Gamliia, where 
’the oyAers ^onAderably multiply on the roots of mangroves, and m feveral parts have 
formed many high banks offlicIJs : and wcfliall have reafon to believe, that thefe fpots 
were formerly the beds of rivers, where the oyAers alfo lived on mangroves j that thefe 
beds fucceAively changed place, and that the fea retiring leu thefe banks bare, and 
upon a level, eight or ten leet above its furfacc. ■ 

Th^e 23d I returned to the ifland of Senegal in my pirogue: though it was very 
light and tottering, yet I chofe rather to make ule of it, than to wait" for the con- 
veniency of the veAel that had brought me from thence.* My negroes Arove who 
fhould fwim th'c faAeA, {md re-conduaed me, in lefs than t^o hours, two leagues and 
a half, which is the diAance from thrf lime-kiln to the ifland of^cnegal. NotwithAand- 
ing the roughnefs of the water, and a Arong guA of wind which blew from the eaA 
as we got out of marigot; yet not a Angle wave broke In upon us, nor did w'C 
perceive the leaA fprinkling, becaufe we were Aieltered under the mangroves. The 

* New fpccics of treea never yet deferibed. 
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wind was 'now quite down, and there were only a few large waves here/.ind there 
when a pirogue put off to crofs the river : the pirogue was fmall, and had u ree men in 
it; two of them rowed with a paddle, during which exercife they fung a Kind of fong, 
the burden of which I heard at a great dillance, and it wds not difaj^eeable. The 
negro, who fteered with his paddle, was probably in the fault; or elfe he who was 
employed in the middle to empty the water which entered the pirogue^ muff have 
inclined too much on one fide, and deftroyed its equilibrium ; or, whatever other caufe 
it might be, the boat overfet, with ihe.negroes in it. Though they were very active 
fellows, they had all the difficulty in the world to fet it right again ; yet, at length, by 
pufhing it backwards and forwards, and ftill continui^- , co fwim, they emptied the water 
but of it, and got into it once more; Jn any other circumflance it v/ould have been a 
diverfion to fee their manner of acting, asw’cll as the tlexterity and flrerigih with which 
they extricated thcmfc'vcs out of danger; and it may be faid, that they fuccceded 
extremely well. This accident i:; not uncommon ; but as they are all excellent 
fwimmers, there is no inflaucc that any of them ever pcrilhed. 

Towards the middle of the next ii'.omh, 1 had a prefent made me of a young fer» 
pent of the gigantic fpecics. I’liis prel'ent gave me great pleafure, becaufe it was the 
firll of the kind that I liad fccu ; ami I have ftill preferved the fkin of it entire in my 
cabinet. It had been lately caught in the marigot of the ifland of Senegal, and was yet 
quite alive. The length of it was three feet and fomewhat more: its colour was a 
yellow livid ground, with a large blackifh band all along its back, on which were 
fcatiercd a few yellow irregular fpots. There was a gloflinefs over its whole body, 
which gave it a fmooth polifli as if it was varnifiicd. Its head was neither flat nor 
triangular like that of a viper, but round and fomewhat long. This ferpent, fmall as 
it was, gave me a fiifficient idea to diflinguifli it from all the other fpecies \ yet it was 
only an imperfeft reprefentation of the large ones, of wjiich I fliould never have 
formed an adequate notion, if a little while after they had not brought me, at different 
times, two of a middling fize, the iaigeft of which was twenty-two feet and a few inches 
long, and eight inches broad. The colour of its fkin was a dark grey, with a few 
yellowifh lines not very apparent: the fkin, flretched out, was from five-and-twenty to 
fix-and-twenty inches broad. They left it with me entire, with a llice of jts flefh, the 
remainder of which was to ferve as a regale for feveral days, to the perfon who caught 
it, together with the rcfl of the village. The head, which was ftill to it, was of the 
fame fize as that of a crocodile from five to fix feet; its teeth were upwards of half 
an inch long, ftrong and fliarp ; and its throat was more than wide enough to fwallovr 
a hare, or even a pretty large dog, without havin'^ any occafion chew it. ' ^ 

By feeing thofe two ferpents, which, according to the teftimony of my negroes and 
of all thofe who had beheld great numbers of them, were but of an indifferent fize, 

I had no longer the leaft room to doubt of the truth of what I had heard a thoafand 
limes in that country, and which I had always looked upon as a fable. Even the 
negroes ihemfelves, to whom 1 was indebted for thefe, allured me, that I hac^feen 
nothing extraordinary, und.that it was not unufual to meet with fome, within a few 
leagues eaft of the ifland of',Scnegal, as large and as long uS the malt of a.common ftiip. 
The people of Biflao told me, they had feen fome, in their country, that were a great 
deal longer than mails, it was not difficult forme to judge, by c-'mparing their accounts 
to the ferpents I had before me, that the largeft of that fpecies, u pon a jult computation, 
muft be from forty to fifty feet long, and from one foot to on. and a half broad. 

• The manner in which this animal feeks his prey, is not lefs extraordinary than his 
enormous fize. He lurks in moraffes and places not fat from the water. Fis tail it 
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curled ojr three rounds of a circle, which include a circumference ftom five to fix 

feet diarnekr, over which he rears his head with part of his body. In this attitude, 
and as it wire immoveable, he throws his eyes all round, and when he perceives an 
animal within reach, he darts upon it by means of the circumvolutions of his tail, which 
have the fame effeft as a ftrong fpring. If the animal he has feized is too large to.be 
fwallowed up entire, (as for inftance, an ox, an antelope, or a large African ram), after 
giving it a few bites with his deftrudive teeth, he crufhes and breaks its bones, either 
by l'c|Ut'cziTig it with a few twills, or by preflir^g it with the weight of his whole body, 
which he Hides over it; then he takes it up again into his mouth, and covers it with a 
frothy fpittle, to render it more eafy to fwallow without chewing; for he has this in 
coiniiion with a great many more ferpents and lizards, which never chew their food^ 
but fwallow it up entire. 

This monlter, terribldls he may feem by his fize and ftrength, does not make the 
ravage that one would naturally imagine. He is eafily difeovered, by realbn of his 
voluminous fize, from whence arifeth the fecurity of animals weaker than himfelf. 
His body, writhed in fpiral curls, appears at a great diltance like the brink of a 
well j and this is warning enough to travellers, and even to the cattle thenifelves, 
to turn another way. We never hear that he attacks the human fpecics; at leaft, 
examples of this fort are very rare. Befides, the hunting of large animals, fuch as 
horfes, oxen, ftags, and other the like quadrupeds, whofe fafety depends upon their 
legs, is not very agreeable to him, either becaufe he finds it too troublefome, or it is 
not to fure, or their flefli is not agreeable to his palate. He is much better pleafed 
with devouring other leffer ferpents, lizards, and efpccially toads and loculls, which 
feem to rife in clouds in this country, only to fatisfy his all-devouriug jaws. Upon the 
whole, it may be faid of thefe ferpents, that they do more good than harm, fince they 
cleanfe the earth of an innumerable number of noxious infeds and reptiles, which would 
otherwife oblige the inhabitants to defert thofe fruitful countries, where they are now 
fettled; fo that it is the intereft of the negroes, to fuffer thofe monllers to live 
unmolefted. 

But to refume the thread of my narration : The neceflity I was under of returning 
ten times to the fame places, and in different feafons, gave me an opportunity, the 12th 
of the month of Odober, of difeovering a thing which was very remote from my 
thoughts. Croffmg, at leaft the twentieth time, the Wood Ifland, in order to reach 
the village of Kionk, I perceived feveral fmall fifhes in moralfes formed by rain-water. 
They were all of the fame fpecies; and, by their lively red, I knew them to be the 
'^^ffer kind 'bf roaches. The rains had fubfided, and the water was beginning to dry 
up in thofe ponds; a fure fign that the fifli were not long-lived. They muft have 
died very foon, for I faw the ground two days after, when the waters were dried up. 
One would imagine, that the fpecies'was loft for ever in regard to that particular fpot; 
but, far from it, the next year new ones appeared, entirely like thofe of the preceding 
years. Here is a fad the more worthy of notice, as it does not appear by what means 
the fifh could be conveyed to that place ; for, on the one hand, the ponds, though 
deep, have noncommunication with the waters of the Niger^ which is about three hun¬ 
dred fathoms from thence ; and befides, this fpecies of Hih As unknown to that river: 
fo that it cannot be fuppofed, that any of the aquatic birds IhOuld bring away the eggs. 
Surely nobody will preatend to fay, that the roaches lay their eggs every year in the 
bottom of thofe ponds, where they are preferved during the nine months of drought, 
till the return of tjic rain; becaufe the fame difficulty would ftill fubfift in regard to thd 
origin of the firft. It woCild be at leaft equally abfurd to imagine, that their feeds were 
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conveyed to other .places by vapours, which, as they fell down, fcattered the/1 here and 
there into different bafons. / ' “ 

I ftopped on this morafs no longer than was neceffary to crofs it, becaule it was very 
late. Thence I proceeded to a fine country, where, in the midft of a prodigious quantity 
of uncommon plants, the narciffus ceylanicus * diftinguiflied itfelf, as well by its agreeable 
flavour, as by the whitenel's of its flowers. I arrived at Kionk juft as the night’ came 
on, which the mulketocs made me pafs very difagrecably. Notwithftanding all the 
precautions which the govei lor of the village had taken to fcreen me from their pur- 
iuits, by making me lodge in one of his own huts, newly plaiftered with mud- and 
cow-dung, and filling it all night with fmoke; ftill nere entered a fuflicient number 
<Sf thofe noifome infeds to drive me alraoft mad. I’his, together with th,' '^.ink of 
the dung and the fmoke, infupportable to any other of the Imman fpecies out negroes, 
obliged me to decamp. I ran all over the village from hutTO hut, to look for better 
quarters. Wherever I entered, I found the beds all full: without regard to fex, age, 
kindred, or condition, they all lay promifeuoufly fide by fide, fometimes five or fij£, 
and even eight in the fame bed, naked as they came out of their mother’s womb. But 
what furprized me the nioft was, the profound quiet with which they flept in th6 
midft of fo thick a fmoke, that one would imagine it muft have fuffocated them. 
Ill Ihort, after rambling about a good deal, I had no other refource left, than to lay 
myfelf down in the open air on two mats, extended between two fires j and even 
here, the mulketoes made me pay very dear for a few moments of reft. 

With impatience I waited for day ; and as foon as it began to peep, the lord of the 
village, defirous of diverting me with a walk, conduced me into his gardens. The 
whole neighbourhood was very agreeable; the fallow grounds formed large meadows, 
checkered with mangroves and calabafh-trees, which made a delightful landfcape. At 
that time the fmall millet, which the negroes live upon, and which in their language 
they call dougoup-nmd*, fhewed its (tolden ears. The grain was almoft ripe, and drew 
an infinite number of birds, that maue a vaft havock. In. order to fcare them away, 
the inhabitants Irad croflTed their hugam with a great number of threads, to which 
they hung fliells, bones, and other fuch bodies, that are apt to make a noife upon 
the leaft collifion. The whole was to be put in motion by four cords, which were 
ftretched to four corners of the field, wjjere juft-as many women or children kept 
watch upon flieds or covered platforms, from feven to eight feet high, and each of 
them drew a cord, as foon as they faw the birds come near. Befides this noife, they 
made a loud hallooing, and kept clapping their hands. I'his w'atch was to continue 
till the millet was fit to cut; yet in fpite of all their care and vigilance, they w^' 
often deceived by the feathered plunderers. Small bengalis, black and red fparrows, 
and other pretty birds, which change their colour once a year, and which the French call 
fenegartst flocked thither every morning in vaft numbers. But the moll terrible fcourge of 
all was a large fpecies of yellow and black fparrows, clouds of which fell like hail upon 
the grain j and when they had fpread defolation in one quarter, they flew to another. 
Let their ftay be never fo fliort, and very often before the negroes had time to’ put 
their fcare-crow in motion,, thefe birds did irreparable milchieft I have, read in fome 
relation, that the ..Egyptians have no other remedy; but either they muft fow more 
grain, or the deftrudlive fparrows muft be lefs numerous in their country, fmde we do 
not hear that they occafion famines fo frequently as among our negroes. 


• Narciffus ceylanicus, flore albo hexagono odorato. Com. Hort, AmJ, vol, i. page 75.,tab. 
t Panicum ludicum, fpicS longiffinia. C. A Fm. pag. a?. 
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Near feofe fields of millet there were lougans of cotton, indigo, tobacco, water¬ 
melons, l^nch-beans, and other legumes. Each of them was inclofed with a hedge 
of brambilj, with which was entwined a Ipecies of wild cucumber, known in the 
country by the name of moi~jnoi *. This plant was loaded with a fmall fruit, which is 
of a fine coral red when it comes to full maturity j and fome of it had been plundered 
by the ferpents, lizards, and birds. My people perceiving the fruit, gathered a good 
deal of it, which they prefented to me, after tailing of it themfelves. I had known 
it a long time ; and had Iccn the people of the country eat of it often; nay 1 had 
feveral times cat as many as a dozen, to quench my tliirft in the violent heats, without 
ever feeling any bad confequence, or the lead inconvenitney ; but that day 1 thought 
proper to cat a much larger quantity of ii. I dined towards noon with a very good 
appetite ; and I likew.'fe fupped without feeling any bad fyniplom. It was not till nine 
o’clock that this fruit bc^n to operate, when I v/as fuddeidy ftized witli a lulfocating, 
or ftoppage of breath ; afterwards it worked me as violently as any emetic I ever took 
in my life ; and this optrafi >n lalted near eight hours. One of iny negroes, who was 
twenty years of age, and who had eaten more plentilully of this fruit than 1, was fuzed 
in like manner towards niidiiighi; but did not get oiF fo cheaj'). 'i his emetic continued 
to work him above four and twenty hours, with luch viclence, that he did nor know 
whereabouts he was all the time; and it had like to have coll him his liic. Had fuch 
an experiment been made on purpole, 1 do not think a more favourable fuccefs could 
be expected from it: and what is moll remarkable, each fufl'ered in proportion to the 
quactity he had eaten ot this fruit; but it had no elleft at all on him who cat only 
a dozen; and even he who fufl'ered molt by it, was us well two days after, as if he 
had not been ill at all. 

Tired with going through fo may hardlliips at Kionk, I returned to the illand of 
Senegal, where 1 arrived time enough to be prefent at the feall of the iabajkc. 'fhe 
Mahometans, of the fed of bina-Ali, founded this feall to commemorate the nativity 
of their prophet: it falls yearly towards the middle of the Odober moon; and this 
year it was celebrated the i8ih. The whole day was fpent in lealting and merriment, 
during which time the Saint, m whofe honour the fcliival had been inllitutcd, fetmed 
to be very remote from their thoughts. It ended with a general dance in the favana., 
over-againll the forts, wl.ithcr people of all ages and lexes repaired. The ball was 
opened at four in the ahernoon, with tabo^and pipe and vocal mufic. The young 
people, in their gayed array, difplayed their feveral abilities in this kind of diverfion. 
When they had tired dieinfelvcs for two hours, in dancing according to the manner 
'.(pf the country, that is, in polliucs and movements the,moll indecent, and moll oppofite 
tli our ideas of niodcfty and fijanic, the fccne varied: they made a large circle, to give 
|#iace to lords and perlons of dillindiion, who were mounted on horl’cs magnificently 
caparifoned. Nothing could be more entertaining than to fee thofe proud ccnirfers, 
forgetting their mettle and fire, and conforming to the intent of the feltival: they 
raiftti their feet and touched the grouiuJ lightly and in cadence; all the movements of 
their bodies cxadtly accorded with the lound of the inllyuments} in a word, their 
gfft jies bore a peilecl ^•clemblance to a moll regular dance. The fcliival feemed to 
be i .u iided for them only, fo grea|ly were they afleCled with it, and fo fenfible of 
"Pi 1 do ui'C think there can bo a nobler liglit than ^at of holies trained to 

tnio . xeich'e, aiul'.ly.ecifdl) ( flu.iifmc beautiful creatures as our Arabian horfes of 
Senegal The horiemen theinlilves'greatly auded to thofe fports) for they managed 

Bryonia folio wi^ulolo aeuio glabro. Burm, ThtJ. Zey!. pag. 48. tab. 19. fig* i. 
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their horfes, and nude them imitate whatever they pleafed, feigning by -tiiefr gefture 
and attitude, foraetimes a combat, and other times a juftling, a chace, or da.'xe. The 
fpedators, wrapped in admiration, were difpleafed at the too rapid approach of 
night, which put an end to amufements, where nought was heard but joy, feftivity, 
and mirth. 

A journey over land from the ifland of Senegal to la Chaux, or the lime-kiln, was 
likely to give me a further knowledge of a country, that had pleafed me fo greatly 
at my firlt vifit. I undertook it the 4th of November: my progite carried me a 
league and a quarter by water, as far as the port of Galel, where I went afhore, 
intending to walk to the village of the fame name, ab'-it five hundred fathoms from 
the river fide. The way was over barren fands, and ,.hat day was remarkable for one 
of the fultriefl; eaft winds that had been ever felt in this feafon; but the h-’ar i endured 
in travelling over thofe fands was nothing, when compared 9 o wliat 1 fullered in the 
road to the lime kiln. 

_ I had now a long league to reach that place. In fetting out I went over a fandy 
difagreeable plain, vrhere, among other fpinous llirubs that are fond of a very dry foil, 
I met with what the Jallols call the nioloutt: it has a good deal of that refmous gum, 
known by the name of bdeUium 5 and its branches ferve for a fokiou, that is, for a 
tooth-picker to the yeomen of the country. Though the fun had not yet reached the 
meridian, the lauds were all on fire ; and my llioes were foon cracked and burnt with 
the fcorching heat. At any other time 1 Ihould have moillened thofe burning fends 
with drops of fvveat; but the ealt wind is naturally fo parching, that, notwithllanding 
the violent heat of the air and the fun, my Iktn was dried un, before the fweat had 
time to llievv iifelf. I had violent prickings over all my body ; and the blood often¬ 
times opened itlelf a pallagc through my pores, which the Iweat could not-pervade. 
My negroes were no longer of a black complexion, but as red as copper: they were 
tormented with thirft, the infeparable companion of parching heat, which obliged 
them to hang out their tongues, in , Jer to breathe more freely. I was as thirfty as 
they ; and 1 may v-nture to affirm, that this is one of the greateft miferies a perfon 
is expofed to in thefe fcorching plains, where there is not a di\ip ef water to be had. 
No doubt but it would have been very great relief to us, almolt perifliing with thirft, 
and broiled in the liin ; but the inhabitants of that country are not like thofe of more 
temperate climates; they keep no rcfcfvoirs of water on the high roads for the 
accommodation of travellers. 

After having walked an hour over thofe fands, expofed to the fcorching rays of 
the fun, I came to a dry meadow-, full of thick rullios, from three to four feet higb,^ 
which greatly tried my patience. What little water there was, I found it falti'^i, 
ftagnated, and fpoilt by crabs. Never did I behold fuch a light ot thofe animals 
on this very fpot: fome w-ere red, others dark grey, with fuch prodigious claws, that 
they could cafily fpan my leg, without fquecziug it. In fine, this continued foreft 
of rufhes (for I met with nothing clfc for the fpace of half a league) brought me al far 
as the lime-bank. 

I was fo tired that I w-anted to reft myfelf: for whu h rcjtfon I ftaid here fome 
time, and dined under the ^ trees, with a few provifions and a w-atcr-inelon, which I 
had brought with* me from Galel. This is a very wholefome fruit, ef^iecially after 
repaft; and I have often eat for my own defert, from five to fix pounds of it, without 
any inconveniency or furfeit, though I had made a hearty dinhe. While I was feated 
iinder thofe trees, I heard the parakites and parrots over my head j and fome of the 
kernels of acacias and gum-trees, which they were eating, dropped down at piy feet. 
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Tn the mVan rime my negroes, who had fuffered greatly by the exceffive heat, were 
rubbing tacir foreheads with live toads, a few of which they found under the briars: 
this is thall* ufual remedy, when they are afflided with a megrim or dizzinefs; and 
it gave them relief. I fuffered as much from the fame complaint as they, and Ihould 
readily have followed their example: but the want of being ufed to thole animals, 
together with an almoft invincible repugnance, which I look upon as natural to 
' every body that has not been accuftomed to handle them, hindered me from ^^aving 
recourfe to this innocent and wholefome remedy. 

I came back the fame way I went to the lime-kiln, for there is no other. In the 
meadow I killed a jiamant *, and a buftard of a different fpecies from the European : 
it differs in the colour of its feathers, which arc generally of a dark grey; its neck is 
alfo very long ; and, like the lark, it has a kind of tuft on the back part of its head. 
The French in that country call it a flying-oftrich: whether this name fuits it or not, 
this is not a fit place to examine ; it may be faid, however, that the above bird refembles 
an oftrich in many refpefts. 

It was very' late when I paffed within fight of Galel; and the negroes had fet fire to 
the herbs and brambles, as well to render the country paflable, as to prepare it for being 
fown the next year. Thus the heat of noftumal fire fucceeded to that of the fun; and 
I walked by the light thereof as far as the port, where I embarked for the ifland of 
Senegal. There I arrived fo fatigued and exhauffed, which was alfo the cafe with ray 
negrqgs, that I do not think I ever ftood more in need of repofc in my whole life. 

In this and every expedition I made fince the month of June, my principal view was 
to acquire fome knowledge of the plantations of indigo. I was curious to know what 
quantity and quality the negroes fow in the neighbourhood of the ifland of Senegal, 
beeaufe Ihad a mind to repeat fome experiments, which I had imparted in proper time 
to the Eaft-India Company. Thofe people do not take much pains to draw the die out 
of this plant: they are fatisfied with gathering the leaves at any time of the year, 
with pounding them in a mortar to reduce them to a pafte, and with making 
them up into loaves, in order to preferve them dry. When they want to make 
ufe of them, they diffolve them in a kind of lye, made of the alhes of an unduous 
plant which grows in their fields, and by them is called rheme f. This diffolution im¬ 
bibes a tincture of the indigo, into which they dip their linen cold, as often as they 
think neceffary, according to the deepnefs of the colour. 

1 know what fympathy there is between the cacrelats and indigo ; but, as often as I 
happened to leave a bundle of this plant in my room in the night time, I was fure to 

t id fome hundreds of thofe infefts lodged in it the next day; and it feemed as if they 
iye all got together. They are as troublefome as they are common in the ifland of 
Senegal. Though they are fcarce an inch thick, they do an incredible deal of mifehief. 
They gnaw linen, Ihcets, wood, paper, books, and, in Ihort, whatever comes in then- 
way : they attack even the aloes, the bittemefs of which keeps off all other infers. 
They, are likewife ver^ difagreeable by the ftench that comes from their bodies; and 
they are moft horrid enemies to the perfons with whom tljey take up their quarters,; 
for they never ftir out till night, then thw hover round the room, and make as great 
a noife as if there was a* large cage full of birds. In fliort tfie cacrelat multiplies fo fall, 
that it would be a moft dangerous infefl:, had it not a great n\imber<>f enemies. 

Thofe it hfs the moll reafon to be afraid of, are the fpider and the fourd: the 
latter is a fpecies of lizard, faid to be venomous, and as lickqrilh after the cacrelat as 

* Tbccnicopterus Bahamenfis. Gatejby, ml. /. tah. 73 £5^ 74. 

Portuiaca tnariaa latifolia, flore luave rubenti. Plum. Cat. pag. 6 , 
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the fplder. They both re^deHh“ hed-chanjbers as' well a? that mfe'Q:,i a/j are at 
contianal warwjth it) wbidiTecures thei ’(*'honithey/ave<5nfce 

taken ,u^'their tjuarters. Thehedge-hog likewife perfecutes if c that of l^encgal diftets 
from the European in fize only: it pafles, like the latter, fome ,paft of the low feafon, 
that is j of the cold and dry feafon, in a fpecies of lethargy, during ^?^ch it ablfaiwi from 
nourilhroent, rarely going abroad in fearchofary; but it knows very well how to 
repair ^lis lofs in the fummer nights. I kept one for above three years in my chamber, 
where It did me immenfe fervice, by freeing me from fpiders, cacrelats, fourds, ants, and 
oth^ infefts, with which the room had been infefted. The hedge-hog is exceeding 
good eatingjjj^^and very tender, efpecially if you take it ibout the time when it begins 
to enter intd^its lethargic fleep. ■ < 

Another inconveniency, efpecially during the winter or lew feafon, arp the far. J-iieaSj 
which are fo called becaufe they lodge in the land of inhabited huts. Ihefe are fo 
full of them, that as foon as you fet foot thereiit, they cover you all over; and th<^ 
are fo very fmall, that you can perceive them only by their numbers. 'I'hey do not 
bite hard; yet, when there are great multitudes of them, they produce an itching or fling¬ 
ing almoft intolerable. What is mod extraordinary in this infeft, ir never leaps or jumps 
higher than three or four inches: fo that, when a perfon takes care to keep himfelf half 
a toot above ground, he is fure there is nothing to fear from that quarter. 

This, I believe, is the proper place, fince I am upon the article of Senegal, to take 
notice alfo of fome of its advantages. Though the heats of this climate are cxcefTive, 
to fuch a degree, that their winter is much warmer'than our fummer in France, yet 
they are fupportablc. One is accuftomed to them by degrees; becaufe the air is every 
day refrefhed with fea and land breezes, which blow alternately. I’hc way therefore ■ 
for a perfon to cool himfelf, is to catch the fanning breezes, or to take flielter within 
doors, when there is a thorough air, and the windows are made of fine linen. 

It is to thefe heals that they are partly indebted for the fertility of their lands. The 
funds of this ifland are converted into^ rdens of coiifiderablc produce. Independently ’ 
of the legumes and fruits of the country, fuch as the Guinea ofeille, batates, ananas, 
guavas, and fome others, they likewife plant, in the winter feafon, n: jIIj of the European 
herbs and legumes. The fig-tree, the pomegranate, and the vine, are loaded every 
year with excellent fruit. With a little labour and care, there is no fruit nor grain 
but would grow there in great plenty: they might raife whatever they want, and 
generally all the neceffaries of life. In Ihort, the foil of the ifland of Senegal, notwith- 
ftanding its being fo fandy, is yet fo very fruitful, that a great many plants yield feveral 
times a year. This I faw myfclf, in a garden which I kept on purpofe for fuch experi¬ 
ments: and what without all manner of doubt w'ill appear very furprifing, is*' 
having fown particular legumes of which I had above tw^elve crops the fame year. But< 
this curious detail I refer to another work. 

There is not perhaps a country in the world where poultry are more common* 
They breed turkeys. Guinea-hens, geefe, ducks, and a prodigious number of fo'^W 
Their pigeons are in admirable perfedion; and their hogs multiply very fall. ^ There 
is alfo plenty of fifljj and efpecially in the Niger, where you may catch carps with yiiai): 
hand. This rivers, befides'the lamantin orfea-cow, abounds in captains, * mullets, 
furmullets, foies, lays, and other excellent fifli: it b*as alfo plenty of crabs and lob^rs. 
Moft of thke iilh come from the fea: and it is faid, that when they are caughHin the river 

* A filh fo called, becaufe it it very red, and iti fins refemble a feather: it is very like a carp,but larger. 
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it impi^es "ibem; becaufe the Jtefti with the fait water makes them 

more d^ate and tender. To all'thefe advai&ges we ma;^ add the pjcafure of fportingj 
for thisllland is furliiflied with little moor-hens, with larks, thrulhes, fea-partridgesj 
and fellow wag-tails, or, to exprefs myfelf better, the ortolans of the country: theft 
arc fmall lumps of fat, exceedingly well tailed. 

The only thing wanting in the ifland of Senegal, are walks j for they fay k Is toe 
fmall, and too naked., They might, without doubt, have umbrageous avenues"for the 
fake of a lhady walk, were they to plant calabafli-trees, and the like, which delight in 
raoill fands: but of what ufe would it be, to make a harbour for the mufketoes, that 
is, for a greater plague than the mod exceffive heats ? Of what fervice would thoft 
avenues bcin a country, where the time of walking is not till fun-fet t. Ought they 
to regret Ais lofs, when they have gardens enamelled with perpetual verdure, which 
every day prefent the eye with new decorations, where fuch a multitude of flowers, as 
agreeable by their fragrant odours as fty the variety of their colours, Ihoot up almoll with- 
our care or culture ? There you fee, fweet bafil of all lizes and colours, tuberofes, daffo- 
dills, afphodel-lilies ; among which the night-lhade, the African pink, the amaranth, and 
pomegranates in blolfom, produce an excellent effedl. The blue and gilt lizards, with 
Duttciflies and other infedls, all equally beautiful, delight in coming hither to mix their 
different colours, and to diverfify that famenefs which one fees in moft gardens. 

1 had taken a plan of the Wood Ifland, as well as of that of Oriel, the lime-kiln, the 
illands ol Sor, Bokos, and feveral oth|rs ; and nothing further remained for me than 
to add the point of Barbary and the falt-pans to it: then I Ihould have a complete map 
of tlie neighbourhood of the ifland of Senegal, from the village of Mouitt to the mouth 
of the Niger, as far as the village of Torkhod, feven leagues to the north. The 
defile I had of finifiiing a work already far advanced, and which had coft me fuch a 
'deal of trouble, and fo many excurfions over the burning fands, induced me to under¬ 
take an expedition to the falt-pans. 1 therefore embarked the 15th of June, 1753, on 
board a veffel that w'as going to trade there for fait. As it was well equipped, and 
the wind proved favourable, we foon got beyond the Englifli ifland, which is only a 
flip of marflxy land, a hundred fal horns in diameter, covered with reeds and almoft 
impenetrable mangroves. "We paffed the ^ jfle of Bokos with the fame quicknefs j and 
as foon as we came acrofs the fouth point of the marigot of Del, I went on fhore in 
order to fathom the neighbouring parts, while the veffel continued its courfe to the 
jplace where it was to anchor. 

IValking over the fands ol this point, I met with fuch a multitude of ferpents, that 
they feemed to grow wherever 1 trod : fortunately for me they were neither large nor 
S’eiiomous, being hardly fo big as one’s little finger; fo that their bite could not be 
dangerous. Thefe fands brought me to the falt-pans, which were two thirds of a 
league from the marigot ; they arc a kind of morafs, from two to three hundred fathoms 
long, and one third broad, filled with a fait water extremely fliarp. It is fo impreg- 
nated with fait, as to yield one third of its quantity, and rather more; and, when con¬ 
gealed, it covers the bottom with a thick folid cruft. The lugroes enter up to the 
knee, and oftentimes deeper, into this water, which niay^be laidialmoft to boil with 
the heat ol" the fun. 'I’hcy are provided with flakes of l,jard wood, with which thw 
break the %lt; and afterwards they carry it to the river fide', whegii the French traffick 
with them. This falj is generally fo white as tcj dazzle the eye ; feme of it is alfo of 
a carnation colour: but it has always a bkter fharpnels, difagr^c^bl^ taftej and it 
is tjus corrofivc quality, that trailers it hOi fo proper fSr faltuig of frefli lorat andfiftu 

' C\r\ex 
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One would imagine, that thtfe felt morafles have fome communication wiiii/,he fea. 
I had been of thi« wmion, }^ore I vifitasd the foot j but ithen I perceived the'imp^- 


bility of it. Th«y are feparated from the Niger |)y a necS: of l^ypd, of abov^dve hun¬ 
dred fathoms, where a chain of fand-hills rifeth, which neither th^yraterg of the river,' 
nor even tjhofc of the fea, when moft tempcfluous, do ever reach. 'i-The furvey I took 
of this ground that day, convinced me further, that the bottom of thfe morafs is higher 
than the fnrfacc of the river: whence I concluded, that wc muft trace the origin of this 
fait, which is every year produced in fuch abundance, up to fome other caufe than tihe 
aftual communication ol the ica-water. 


When I had examined the falt-pans, and finiflied al! my furveying, I went to the 
trading place called by the name of Piquet, where th, exchange of goods ^pas to be 
made, and oppofite to which the veffel had anchored. The agent for this 
had already caufed a tent to be pitched upon the Ihore, and fome huts to be built tif 
leaves of trees, under which wc were to lie. The negro lord, mafter of the falti. 
pans, otherwife called korom aJoUf or kram ajfoiiy having notice of his arrival, came t9 
pay him a vifit. He feemed to be about forty; was large, and well made: his cont» 
plexion was not a deep black, but with a little tinfliure of red : he had a noble air, 
though not handfome; a quick conception, an eafy carriage, and a foft agreeable tone 
of voice ; he explained himfclf very well, and with gravity. After half an hour’s con- 
verfetion, when he had agreed with the agent, he conduced us a quarter of a league 
oflf to the village of Guebenn, of which he was governor. There he received us very 
civilly, and even with a politenefs which one cdtld hardly have expefted from a man 
of his colour. He gave us a collation of new milk, palm wine, icaque plums, calfed 
surai, and other fruits of the country. He had fummoned all the young people of th<6 
village to give us a ball; and accordingly they attended us, dancing to vocal and in- 
ftrumental mufic, as far as the trading place, where they continued thefe fports till 
midnight. Dancing is the favourite entertainment of the negroes; (hey fometimes 
bring young children with them that -’t hardly ftand: one would be apt to fay, that 
they arc bom dancing, to fee the exaftnefs of their movements. The fame amufe- 
ments were renewed every evening. In fhort, this good man did nP he could to pro¬ 
cure us diverfion; and this was not a fmall comfort to us in fo defert and forlorn ft 
place. * 

The next day 1 went to reconnoitre the neighbourhood of Mouitt, which is within 
two thirds of a league to the fouihward of Piquet. It is a pretty large trading villagcj, 
advantageoufly fituate on a hill well planted with calabafh'trees, and wild figs, of a 
very great height; the latter bear a ftrong rcfemblance to the fycamore of the ancie»t& 
By the way I pafled near a great number of fmall falt-pans, full of a ftrong red felijf- 
infinitely more ftiarp and more con'ofive than that of the large falt-juns of Guebeno., 
I likewiie met with foxes, antelopes, and the footfteps of wild boars and wolves lately 
imprinted on the fend ; but the Ihooting of thofe aniirals, with which 1 was well aO 
quainted, did not tempt me fo much as that of certain black birds, which 1 deferkd 
caftward of the village. They were fo like a tuikcy, both ^s to fizc and feathers, 
one might very ea% miftak'e them. I killed two with the fame flidt, one male, 
the other female. They had both a kind of black hollow helmel on the head, of roe 
fame bulk and figure as titat of the cafear : upon tl/ieir neck they pad a long plate like 
a very bright vellum, which was red in the male, and blue ia^hc female*" This bird 
might be galUnache pf the Portuguefe, or what the French^i* tl|e American iilands 
call marchan } but the negroes give it the name of guinar. The inhabitants of this neigh- 
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bourhVod l0^ upon it as a marabou^ is, as a facr^ animal; j^Hapiy beeaufe it 
ffenera%livi^s longer than tho fmall '^"tomratja and 

for wh^ the'negroes have a fuperftitiouis veneration. Tffiey co^ not bear that I 
ftould lie fo audadpus as to facrifice their marabous to my pleafure: nay, they looked 
upon me as a conjurer,; when 1 brought them to the ground with the vdy firft' Ihot; 
for they imagined thofe birds to be invulnerable. They carried their fupefftition fo 
far, as to tell me, that I Ihould infallibly die on my journey, for having committed fo 
heinous a crime. 

ITiis afliion did not gain me the efteem of the inhabitants of Mouitt: however, I got 
away from thence without any harm, and continued my journey towards the village of 
Guioel and Guebenn, where I foimd a (hrub, called foudenn in the country; it is a kind 
Gi a!kanna*i the leaves of which are ufed by the negro men and women to give a 
red die to their nails, and they never lofe this colour till they come to grow again. From 
thence I continued my journey as for as the village of Del, and then I returned to the 
trading place. The banks of the Niger were at that time covered in this fpot with a 
finall kind of fifti, fcarce fo large as half a goofe quill: they were white andtranfpa- 
rent as chryftal, and each fide of them was marked with a narrow filver line. 

After fpending three days at the falt-pans of Guebenn, I fet out from thence the 
r8th in the evening, and returned to the ifland of Senegal, direding my courfe by the 
point of Barbary, in order to be able ^o fettle it in my map. I travelled very near 
three leagues on foot, coafting its fan^§ through all their windings, from the bar upon 
the weftem bank of the Niger, as far ts the village of Gueutt, which is parallel to the 
middle of the ifland of Senegal. My canoe followed me along fhore, and kept as near 
to land as poflible, in order to take me in, if I fhould happen to be flopped by a 
mulct, or by any of thofe thickets of tamarifk and fanar, which are fcattered upon the 
xoaft. All the way I faw nothing but yellow crabs, which covered the earth in fuch 
a manner, that fometimes I went over plains of above fifty fathoms, without being 
able to difeover one foot of bare ground. On thofe white fands the lea bind*weed f 
expanding its purple flowers, amidfl the agreeable verdure of its trailing ftalks, formed 
altogether an admirable embroidery. The fhrubs I faw there were a few tamarifks, 
&AbeideloJfar\, theparetuiver§, thefan:^, thefpartium|j, the conocarpusand great 
numbers of lobelia **, and icaque^]. THPlatter is a receptacle for a kind of red ants, 
which lodge in its branches : among the leaves they form a kind of neft, from whence 
diey alfail thofe who are fo imprudent as to draw near to gather the fruit; and they 
Jjite them moft unmercifully. I could not efcape thofe infers, as I had a good deal of 
rite wood to traverfe. There was fomething fo venomous in their fting, that my face 
V^d hands were covered with bliflers, as if they had been fcalded ; the pain was not 
' tSfluaged, till I got thoroughly wet with a heavy rain, which fell in the beginning of 
Ae mght, and was attended with thunder and lightning, by the help of which I faw 
my way to crofs the river, and got back to the ifland of Senegal. 


^ Lipjftrum ^gyptium, el l^nne vel tamar-endi. P. Alp. Mgyp.pog. 23. 

Convolvulus marinus cathaitjeus, folio rotundo, fiorc purpureo. *Plum. Plant, ie PAmirlqtte, pag. 89, 
<>•104: « * t 

^ Beidel'oflar. P. Alp. JEgyp. pag. 8<. § Trees which have not Peen yet deferibed. 

y Spartium fcandens, citreis foliis, ilunbas albit, ad nodos confertim nafcentibttl. Plum. Cat, pag, 
i Conocarpus. Lim. Hort. Cliff, pag. 485. 

•* Lobelia frutefeeijs, portulaca;folio. Plum. Gen. pag. zi. 
ft fruftuex albo rabefccntc. 43. 
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As foon as I amvcd there, I v:^egan to think of- returning to France. !‘hs^ been 
abfent from home four years j duriPg' th time I had hao occaiBon to 

make as numer|fiBs a ides'of obfervations, as cddlH re&nabJSyi Mcxpe&edin the fc 
tlement of Smegal: at leaft if there were any more remaining, they were cfnly fuch as 
• might be--deemed a mere matter of curiofity, or generally cfcape :the eye of even the 
moft i^ar-fighted, or require too long a flay to finilli, Thefe cqnfiderations were fuf- 
ficient to determine me ; and as feveral veffels were expelled that very fame month, I 
refolved to embrace that opportunity. 

Though I had fent yearly into France to Meffieurs de Reaumur and de JulEeu, a 
great number of animals, birds, fiflies, infers, herbs, feeds of plants and other pro- 
duflions of the country, according as they fell in i ;y way ; yet I was,|^nbie tljat 
many tilings were ftill wanting, efpecially feveral trees and Ihrubs which had i p' 
been feen in Europe, not even in the king’s gardens. Being apprized of lae partjiCUr 
lar encouragement his majefty vouchfafes to give to botanifts, and excited moreqyer 
by the orders of the Duke d’Ayen, which 1 received by means of M. B. de JuiSeui I 
thought my honour concerned, as a naturalid, not to return to France, without 
bringing along with me the moft remarkable plants that grow in the fcorching climate 
of Senegal, to add them to thofe which his majefty has collefted, from both hemi> 
fpheres, and which are preferved with fuch tafte and magnificence in the green-hotrfes 
at Trianon, Choifi, and Paris. 

With this view I refolved to take one trip more to Podor; and accordingly I fet 
out the tenth of July with a favourable wind. Since I had been in the country, I 
had never feen but two European plants, the tamarilk and purflane: and this Aird 
expedition gave me an opportunity to obferve, that of all the trees which line the bar^s 
of the Niger, there is not an eighth part, but what are of a very hard fpinous wood, 
chiefly acacias, taller and flenderer in proportion as they are more remote froth the fea- 
coaft. But what ftruck me moft, was the ftiooting of monkeys, which I enjoyed within 
fix leagues this fide of Podor, on lands to the fouth of Donai, otherwife called 
Coq; and I do not think there ever was better fport. The veffel being obliged, to 
ftay there one morning, I went on fhore, to divert myfelf with rr>y gun. The place 
was very woody, and full of green monk^s, which I did not perceive but by their 
breaking the boughs on the tops of the ||p> from whence they tumbled down upon 
me : for in other refpefts they were fo fiknt and nimble in their tricks, that it would 
have been difficult to hear them. Here I Hopped, and killed two or three of them, before 
the others feemed to be much frighted : however, when they found themfelves wounded, 
they began to look for flielier; fome by hiding themfelves among the large boughs ; 
others by coming down upon the ground ; others, in fine, and tnefe were the greateft" 
number, by jumping from one tree to another. Nothing could be more cutertainifig, 
when feveral of them jumped together on the fame bough, than to fee it bend under 
them, and the hithermoft to drop down to the giound, while the reft got further on, 
and others were ftill fufpended in the air. As this game was going on, I continue 4 
ftill to Ihoot at them j and though I killed no lefs than three and twenty in lefs •than 
an hour, and within the fpace of twenty fathoms, yet not one of them fcreeched. tbe 
whole time, not JIh Handing that they united in companies, kait their brows, , gnaj&l 
thdr teeth, and feemed as if they intended to attack me. 

My firft care, upon my arrival at Podor, was to gather as many plants as poflible 
for the king’s garden; and I had great fuccefs in collcfting and putting into two large 
. chefts three hundred different trees, before 1 left the ftiiftory: foi the lalt time I went a 
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fhooting, upon my return to the neighbourhood of Bokol, which was on the fccond of Au- 
guft, by walking in the heat of the fuM, I had been feizcd with a,burning fever, of that 
malignant ^art which carries off moft Europeans in lefs than two days. Thus this voyage 
proved more dangerous to me, than all my. former expeditions and fatigues, in the fpace 
of four years, during which time I never had the lead illnefs. i was three days with¬ 
out any afliftance, before I arrived at the illiind of Senegal, where I Rruggled with the 
diltemper a whole month; and after a relapfc, which brought me v/ithin an inch of my 
grave, at length I totally recovered. My youth, and a found coniUtution, which' had 
never been hurt by debauch, together with the generous afliftance of the tenderefl; of 
friends*, preferved my life. 

Of all the vefi'els that came this year upon the coaft, there was only one left, with 
which I could return to France. I went on board her in a ftate of convalefccnce, after 
palling the bar the fixth time, and we weighed from the road of Senegal the 6th 
of September. The contrary winds which prevail at tliat time of the year did Jtpt pro- 
mife us a fliort voyage; and as they blew from the north and north-eaft, we could not 
ftretch northward, but w'cre conftantly obliged to bear to the weft. Upon our way, 
within ten leagues of the iflands of Cape Verd, perceiving a very white fea, we founded 
a hundred fathoms or more, without finding any bottom : after which the fea having 
refumed its ufual colour, we imagined we had palled over a white fand-bank, which 
the Dutch charts mark at eighty fathoms. 

At a time when wc were within two hundred leagues of the coaft, between the 17th 
and 18 th degree of latitude, a calm came on, which lalled almoft fifteen days, with 
fuffocating heats: it was fo ftill, that the (hip did not feem to change fituation, though 
the current had carried us a great way fouthward. This was the propereft place in 
the world to find the fea water in its full faltnefs ; fince w'c were at fufricient diftance 
from land, to be under no apprehenfion that the river waters could communicate any 
of their frelhnefs to i^; I therefore filled a bottle, which I fealed hermetically, with an 
intention of making an analyfis of it at my return to France. 

. There is nothing more tirefomc than to be in a vcflcl becalmed; and nothing more 
dreadful than to be far out at fea, when provifions begin to fall fliort. We made ufe 
of this unlucky accident to catch fome fil^^nd were very much in the right; for the 
fmall quantity of frelh provifions we had Hren in at Senegal, was confumed 5 fo that 
we were now reduced to fait meat, and likely to be ftill a long time at fea. 

At that time there was great plenty of requiens, bonites, grand orcillcs, and golden- 
nis: ihe three latter live only on flying fifli, of which they are fo greedy, that if you 
only counterfeit one of them, by covering the hook with a little linen, and two white 
'feathers, and let it hang at the end of a rod, or behind the ftern, they will be fure to 
bite direftly. We ufed no other bait, and it fucceeded fo well, that we took a pro¬ 
digious quantity of them, part of which we faked, for fear of fcarcity. The honiie and 
grand oreille are a middling fpecics of tunny-filh, and have altogether the fame tafte: 
the goldennis is fomewhat inferior to them in this refpefl:, but greatly furpafles them in 
beauty ; and without doubt it is the beautifulleft fifli in the/ea. The colour of its body 
is a dark blue ground,^ which in the water appears like an azure bl\|^ and after pafling 
through ail the gradations of green and violet, is loft in a gd^d luftre, diffufed all round 
its tides, which gives it the richeft ‘drefs that can poflibly be imagined. 

• * M. Andriot, whom 1 have already mentioned.. 
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To this firft calm fucceeded feveral others, the fhortefl. of which were firom three to 
eight days; nor ^ |bw leave us till we h4d pafled the.^Qth degr^ of latitude. There 
we had foutl^w winds, by the help of which we intended, to piit into th(p neareft of 
the Azores.,v|This was the beft thing we could do in our prefect fituatioii, when we 
wanted bo^ bifcuit and frefli water, and the greateft part of our ftip’s company were 
unfit for fervice. 

A few days after we defcried a very high foggy land, which we found to be the ifle 
of Pico; and near it was that of Fayal. We made all the fail we could towards the 
latter, and entered the harbour to the eaftward the 20th of Oftober. There we caft 
anchor in fifteen fathoms, afterwards in nine, a fandy bottom, fubjeft to magnetical 
attraSion, and a bad holding ground. This is the o.ily port in the iflan^ of Fayal; 
and though it feems to be Iheltered by two great mountains, yet it is e^pof. d i:a,the 
north*eaft and fouth-eaft winds, which occafion a very rough fea, efpecially m autumn^ 
and drive the Ihips oft' the coaft, unlefs they arc well moored with three and even four 
anchors. From the w’eft winds it is covered by the ifland itfelf, out of which it is 
fcooped, as it were, in a femicircle, four hundred fathoms wide, and three hundred 
deep. The ifland of Pico, which is two leagues over againft it, flielters it alfo from 
the general eall winds ; but on the other hand, it is the caufe of its being annoyed by 
others far more dangerous; for it reflefts the fouth-weft and north-weft winds that 
come towards it j and it flops the clouds, which occafion fuch a variation of winds. I 
obferved during my ftay at Fayal, and the inhabitants aflTured me, they had long ex¬ 
perienced it, that as often as the ille of Pico is darkened by a fog, it is produftive of 
wind; and this they look upon as their moft faithful anemofeope*. It is likely ihat 
this mountain has the fiune effeeft as an uneledrified body, which attrafteth the clciSjis; 
whence it happens, that the ambient air, being preflTed unequally on all fides, is forced to 
take an irregular coiirfe. 

The Pico of the Azores is hardly more than half a league in perpendicular height: 
when viewed from the fide of Fav\., it has the form of a Ihort cone, terminating in 
a fliarp nipple, a:;i is in 38 deg. 35 m. north latitude, and deg. weft longitude. 
This is the only mountain in the ifland of the fame name, which rjay be looked upon 
as the vineyard ]dot of Fayal; for the latter depends thereon, and all its inhabitants 
have their country houfts ihevc, with theif^farms and vineyards, which they cultivate 
with great care. Thither tuey go every year to attend their vintage, which produceth 
two forts of vvl'iite wine, like lack, but of an inferior quality. 'I'heir malmfey is not fo 
lufeious: but ihe drv or tabic wine is almoft as ftrong as brandy, and quickly mounts 
up to the head As foon as their wines are made, they convey them in September and 
October to their cellars in Fayal, from whence they are exported to Brazil and fome 
other parts of the world, by the name of wines of Fayal, though this ifland producetk 
none, and they all come from Pico. 

If Fayal was not expoled to Inch frequent gufts of wind, it would be one of the mofl: 
beautiful harbouis in the world, bccaufe of the delightful prol'pedf it affords, to thoiib 
who approach it by fea. Ibe flay we made tiiere, before we went on Ihore, gave me 
an opportunity tO|a'iew ii at my full Icifute. It appears like a mountain fcooped ihto a 
femicircle, au.l divided int<'^four or five fummits, covered with trees, which defeend 
down as far as the fea, by a very gentle declivity/ At the foot of this mountain the 
town winds along .the port, and is furrounded with a great uHmber of gardens, ranged 

* An inftrument which fhewt from wfaiU fide the winila blow. 
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cne over t|ie other In the form of an amphitheatre, which even in its irregularity affords 
a moft charming view to the eye. The anchoring place is like that of Santa Cruz in 
the illand jof Tenerif, with this difference, that, the fhore is lefs deep, and is covered 
with a pretty fine fand or gravel, of a blackiflj colour, on which it is' eafier landing. 

About the middle of the harbour there is a kind of fort, the walls of which are 
wafhed by the fea. The town comes next, and is of the fame figure as ihp harbour ; 
it is governed by a Capitan mor*^ and very populous. There are five thotffand inhabi¬ 
tants, all Portuguefe, moll of them ecclefiaftics, and religious of both fexes} for mdeed, 
I never faw fo many convents in one town. The churches are handfome, and properly 
maintained. There are alfo feveral good buildings, among the reft the college be- 
longi^g to the Jefuirs, who are temporal lords of the ifland. The burghers houfes arc 
very neat, all wainfeotted and inlaid, whence one may judge that they are in no want 
of wood. 

The ifland of Fayal is in a fine climate ; the air is very good, and preferves during 
the whole winter a fufiicient temperature, to have no occafion for fire ; and indeed they 
never warm themfdves, nor do you fee any chimney in their houfes. In fummer it is 
conftantly refrefhed w'ith breezes: for as it is fituate in the middle of the fea, it is fnre 
to receive them from what quarter foever they blow; and they render the heats fup- 
portable. 

The foil is not lefs to be admired than the temperature of the air: as it is red and 
ftony, and in that refpeft very like the foil of the ifle of Pico, it would be extremely 
fit for producing good wines; but there is not room enough, and therefore they are 
fatisfied with planting Inch things as are moft ncceflary lor life. The moifture of the 
momitains preferves its fertility: their tops are covered with very beautiful trees, as 
walnut and chefnut trees, white poplars, and efpecially ftrawberry-trees, that never 
lofe their verdure. It is owing to the prodigrous quantify of the latter in this ifland, 
that the Portuguefe have given it the name oiFayal, which in their language fignifies a 
ftrawberry-tree. The juice or moifture of the earth is wonderful, being in conftant 
culture: it never lies idle, ;ind yet is continually producing the feveral fruits of the 
earth. On the umbrageous hills they plant a great many roots, as potatoes and coK'.cafia, 
which lerve to feed their domeftics. i'he fields are like urno fo many gavdetis, parted 
from one another by dry walls, breaft higlt: they are let alidc for corn; but what little 
they gather, is hardly fufficient to maintain the inhabitants; wlio fuj)ply w hat is wanting 
with miiize, lupines^ little ciches, and fomc other legumes, which grow better upon the 
fide of the hill. 

They have likewife a confiderable dependence upon their gardens, where they culti¬ 
vate a great number of fruit trees, oranges and citrons of all forts, pear, apple, fig, 
and pomegranate trees, vines, and olives, with herbs of various forts. Melons, giromons, 
fweet calabalhes t, and feveral other fi uits of the earth, grow almoll fpontaneoufly. 
There is nothing wanting, but for the inhabitants to lay out their gardens in more order 
and to drefs them a little better; as they have plenty of flowers. For borders, they 
hav‘e a great deal of onions, thyme, lavender, fage, rofemary, fweet bafil, and aroma- 
lic plants. The pink, the gilliflower, the balfam apple,* the jeflamin, the balijier\, 

* The following arc the governor’s title!., which he gave me in writing: “ Signor Jeronimo de Brum dt 
Silvtira Porras Fidalgo da cafa dc fua Mag. e Cavalciro Porfeffo na Ordem dc Chryllo Capitano, Maior da 
Capitania das Ilhas dos Allb 'es Fayal e Pico.” 

+ Cucurbita oblonp, flore albo, folio moUi, C. B. Pin. Mori/. Hi/* fe^l. X. tab, 5. fig. %• 
f Caanacoru* ampliffimo folio, flore rutilo. /«/?. pag. 367. 
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the afphodel-HUes *, the daffodils, and the tuberofe, were in flower in the beginning 
of the month of November. At the fame time the lupines t» with which they had 
planted the hills, had fhot out of the ground, and probably were to be ripe the month 
of January following. 

It is impoflible to find any where elfe greater plenty of cattle. They have excellent 
oxen, flieep, and fwine: they likewife breed all forts of poultry. Fifh is not very com- 
mon, and they have none but from the fea. At that time they were fifhing for fmall 
foies and flounders, which they catched eafily with a rod. I obferved a certain confor¬ 
mity between this ifland and thatof Tenerif, as it has very little game, and few birds. 
In feveral of my walks, for two leagues all round, I met with only a few hares, and 
fome quail fcattered about the fields. True it is, that there were blackbi' d.. on the 
tops of the mountains ; and I faw a great number of them myfelf, whofe biack plumage 
was agreeably fpeckled witli white : they perched in flocks on firawberry-trees, eating 
the fruit and chattering all the time. 

Though autumn is a very agreeable fcafon in the Azores or Weftern Ifles, yet the 
Ikies began to be over-caft; and to threaten rain. I'hc ifland of Fayal is more i-aiuy than 
the reft j doubtlefs, becaufe of the ifle of Pico, and its own mountains, which determine 
the clouds to ftop there. Hence arife a great number of fprings, which appear every 
where, even in feveral parts of the town, where they are colledcd in well-paved ciftems. 
The water of Ihefe fprings, though very pure, is heavy and extremely crude; to me it 
appeared to have a tinfture of mineral, and of the ferruginous kind. 

The higheft mountain in this ifland is very near its centre, within two leagues and a 
half from the town. Heretofore it vomited fire with combuftible matter, and caufed 
frequent earthquakes. The eruption in 1672 was the laft ; it left at the mouth of the 
volcano a large bafon, w'liich, according to the teftimony of the inhabitants, has the 
figure of a parcllclogram, furrounded with a very high w'ali, and I'o regular, that one 
would take it to be done by art, if ■e-’ did not know for certain, that it owes its origin 
to fubterraueous fires. The rain-waters have now filled this bafon, and formed it into 
a kind of lake, oi' to exprefs myfelf more properly, a referv oi; fine water, greatly 
admired by the inhabitants. There can be no doubt, but that the whole furface of the 
ifland has been railed by means of this or feveral volcanos together ; for it has no other 
ftone than difterent kinds of lavas, mixed with burnt ftones and pvimiccs. The grain 
of thofe lavas is much thicker than that of the ftones of the illauu of Tenerif, of which I 
have made mention in the beginning of this narrative. 

This relaxation, though fomewhat long, gave me a great deal of pleafure. Befides 
the knowledge I thereby acquired of a country, which I had never feen before, I re- 
freflicd myfelf after the fatigues of nty voyage, and was better j . tpared for that to 
France. The ufual flowmefs of the Portuguefe, and the difficulty we had, from the rough- 
nefs of the fea, in laying in a frefh ftore ol w'atcr, wood, bifeuit, flour, beef, fowls, 
and other provifions, hindered us from leaving the port of Fayal till the 8th of Novem¬ 
ber. The wind was at fouth-weft, fo that wo foon loft fight of the Azores. 1 * em¬ 
braced the opportunity of the calnmefs of the weather, to fill a fecond bottle of water 
within three hundred leagues of the coaft of France; and this wai all I wanted, in order 
to make a comparifon between it, and the bottle I had filled in the fea of Senegal. 

Our voyage from Senegal to Fayal had been very tedious ; out that from Fayal to 
France proved moft dangerous. We had fcarccly advanced nfty leagues from the 

• Lilio-afphodelus puniceus. Chf. Hifl. i. pag. 137. 
j- Tupinus albus. Park, Murif. Hijl. feet. z. tab. 7. fig. 3 
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Azores, when, a boifterous fouth-eaft wind fpread itfelf over the deep, and aflailed us 
with a ftorm which Jailed two months. We were obliged to furl our fails; and in this 
condition we \umbled and toffed about, at the mercy of the waves. Imagine to your- 
fclf the fituation of a crazy veiTel, expofed to a tempeftuous ocean, now rifing a-top a 
watery mountain, and now finking into an abyfs ; battered in flank by one wave, over¬ 
borne l)y another, which in falling feems as if it would dafli it into a thoufand pieces. 
Imai ine at the fame time the uneafy condition of a voyager, who fecks for repofe, 
which he can no where find ; the perplexity of a pilot, whofe art is baffled, and who 
in vain looks up to the heavens to find out his courfe, while thick clouds and learning 
billows feem to confpire againft him : imagine, in Ihort, the confulion even of the 
moll experienced mariner, who fees a Ihip difappear on one fide of him j how forlorn, 
how comfortlefs the feene! 

Such was our fituation during the two fliortefl; months in the year ; and in fuch dif- 
trefs were we toffed to and fro, both in the Ocean and the Channel, w'hither we were 
forced by the currents, and where we were every day obliged to avoid the very land 
we fought for left wc Ihould fplit on the rocks, which abounded on that coaft: when a 
calm enfuing, we took advantage of it to get out of the Channel, and to feck for flielter 
in Brell. For the violence of the ftorm had torn our fails to pieces, broke all our 
tackling, and damaged the body of the vefl'el; and as provifions were alfo Ihort, we 
could not in this condition reach L’Orient, our deftined harbour, even if wc had had the 
moft favourable gales. 

As’foon as we came to the ifle of Ufliant, we took a coafting pilot on board, who 
brought us into the harbour of Breft, the 4th of January, 1754. 'J he reader may 
judge of the ftate I w'as in, upon my arrival at this port, after a very hard voyage of 
four months, which I had undertaken juft as I was recovering from a dangerous fick- 
nefs, the remembrance whereof was ftill more afflifting to me, when I perceived that 
moft of the plants which occafioned it, were deftroyed by the feverity of the feafon. 
"While our velfcl was refitting, in order to proceed on her voyage to {)ort L’Orient, I 
pafled a month at Breft for the recovery of my health, and to prepare myfelf for my 
journey to Paris: this I performed in the midft of the froft and fnows of the month of 
February, which, as every body knows, were extremely piercing, efpecially in Brit¬ 
tany. 'I’he reft of my plants w'ere killed by the cold : however they did me a piece 
of fervice in convincing me, that even the falteft water, fuch as that of Senegal, is 
capable of being frozen. The two bottles I brought from thence, well covered with 
hay, were broke by the ice congealed within them, which tafted quite frefli, as Mr. de 
Juflieu and I obferved, upon my arrival at Paris the i8th of February after upwards 
ot ftve years’ abfence. 
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Originally written in the Portuguefe Language, by the Reverend Father Joaho dos SamTOs, of the 
Order of St. Domingo, and publirticd at Paris in the Year 1684. 


BOOK I. 

CONTAINING A SUCCINCT UELATION OF THE MOST CURIOUS AND REMARKABLE 
PRODUCTIONS OF THE COUNTRY. 


CHAP. I. — Of the three Divifions of the World., and the Fourth added to thefe iy Don 

Emmanuel King of Portugal. 

great monarch, crowned in the year 1496, was fo fortunate during his reign as 
^ to difeover empires fo numerous, .'bat he excited the wonder of the whole world 
at his fuccefs, his prudence, and good manageypient; for, not a nation exifted b,ut 
looked on him with reverence, not a province in which he was unknown. 

The geographers of his day afeertained that the world was of greater extent than 
before imagined; the ancients limiting it to three divifions only, to thefe this fovereign 
added a fourth, in America, which was difeovered under his reign, and fubjefted to 
his dominion. Intent on aggrandizing himfelf in this quarter, Emmanuel, notwith- 
(landing he could with facility have done them much injury, refrained from difturbing 
the tranquillity of the Caftilians; preferring conquefts obtained over diftant and barba¬ 
rous countries to warring with Catholics, with whom the diftates of confcience enjoined 
him to live in peace; and applying the whole bent of his mind to the extermination of 
idolatry in the Indies, and the fubuitution of the only true faith. 

Infpired with zeal thus laudable he determined, if neceffary, to profecute his inten¬ 
tion in perfon; but previoully he fitted an armament, deftined, either with allowance 
of the fovereigns of thefe countries or by force, ti effoft fettlements among them. Wii. 4 i 
this view many fhips of war were equipped in 1586*, on board of which Ibme excellent 

* This is an error of the prefs, tl?c date (hould be 1506. Emmanuel fucceeded John II. in the throne 
of Portugal in 1495-6, and Naya difeovered the empire of the Monomotopa i” 1505-6. See Murr’f 
Differtation on Martin Behaim, vol. xi. p. 302. of this work. Dos Santos, as the reader will perceive, appeari 
not to have compofed his work until many years after the expedition, feeing hi. >aotices the difeovery ol 
the ftrait of Magellan by the navigator of that name, an event which did not occur until the year 1520. 
See tlie Voyage of Pigafetta round the World, vol. xi. p.288. of this work. Eng. Tuans. 
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troops wpre embarked and ftore of valuable merchandize; and the command of the 
expedition was enfrufted to Pedro de Naya, who was felicitous of labourers to toil in 
the vineyard of the Lord. Learning the praife-worthy defign of His Portuguefe Majefty, 
I offered,' in conjunftion with man^ other miffionaries to fail with the fleet, and take 
charge of the ghoftly health of his troops, adminiftcr the facraments to them, during 
their long voyage, and ftimulate them to fight with ardour for the glory of God, and 
the aggrandizement of the Portuguefe throne and nation. 

In the beginning of April 1506, 1 repaired to Lifbon, accompanied by the other 
miffionaries of the order of Santo Domingo, hoping for favourable winds, and expedf- 
ing to fail immediately after our arrival; but w e were taught to have no reliaijce on the 
weather, for no fooner did the wind begin to blow, as we wiflicd, than it changed to 
an adverfe diretSVion j this, however, did not prevent our embarking, though it delayed 
our departure till the 13th of the month, w'hen we fleered towards the Brazils ; but 
fcarcely had we got well out to fea before we experienced a gale fo violent as placed 
us in great peril; fucceffivc florins alfo delayed our progrefs in fuch manner that W'e 
were unable to double the Cape of Good Hope before the 2d of July of the fame 
year *. 

We made Mozambico on the 13th of Augufl following, whence we failed for Sofala, 
the place where firft our Portuguefe by flratagem contrived to fortify themfelves, per- 
fuading the Moorilh fovereign of the country that the building wdiich they conftruded 
with his penniflion, and wdiich w'as made a place of flrcngth, w'as merely intended for 
a warehoufe to fecure their merchandize from the weather and robbery. 

" I’his prince, who had heard of the grandeur of the Kings of Portugal, and who had 
long fought a friendly connexion with them, was charmed at having an occafion to oblige 
the Portuguefe, and with the greateft readinefs granted what they fo ardently defired, 
that is to fay, the formation of a mercantile eflablifhmcnt. But after a little time he 
regretted, and fought to recall the concefiion he had made; for his courtiers repre- 
fented to him that our people had deceived him, that inflcad of a firnple warehoufe 
they were creeling fortifications ; thaj, there were fufficient grounds for luppofing they 
had intentions of making themfelves mafters of the place, and that if they were per¬ 
mitted to profecute their works, it might be a difficult matter to difpoffcfs them, 'fhe 
King, in confcquence, refolved on attacking us by furprize, with defign to drive us, 
not only from the poll we occupied, but likewife from the country which it appeared 
to him we had in contemplation to feize upon, and of which eventually We made our- 
felves mafters, as will be feen in th© following chapter. Before I proceed, however, 
to narrate the particulars of this conqueft, that I may render more intelligible 
what I fliall have to impart, if is meet I Ihould give a curfory detail of the general dif- 
'pofition of the four quarters of the world. 

Oforius, following ancient geographers, divides the globe into three parts only, 
Europe, Afia, and Africa; but moderns, more enlightened, have added to thefe 
America, difeovered in the year 1497, and juftly entitled to form a fourth divifion, 
Being of greater extent and richer than the other three. 

Without entering into the merits of the difputed point,* contended for by the Spaniards 
and other, nations, V)f who firft had the honour and goipd fortune of difeovering this 

* The progrefs of the Portuguefe in the art of navigation at this early period is highly worthy of 
remaik ; already, in 1506, their bell marines feem to have been acquainted with the winds, prevalent in 
the tropical regions, anti the advantage of fleering to the weft, in order with greater cafe to double the 
Cape of Good Hope, and avoid the calms and ftorms, which, on coafting Africa, though the neareft 
€Ourfe, fo much.procraftinate a voyage to the Indies. £m6. Tkans. 
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«rtenfive and beautiful portion of the globe, I may fafely advance that many perfons 
contributed to its exploration. Alvarez Cabral, a Portuguefe, wlrile failing along the 
coaft of Africa, was darried away fo much to the weftward by certain violent virads, 
that, without any defign on his part, he made the coaft of the Brazils* j^Chriftoval 
Colon, a Genoefe, is reputed to have failed ftill farther weftward, and Americo Vef- 
pucci, a Florentine, is held merely to have accompliflied what the others had begun. 
However this may be, general confcnt, about the year 1500, applied the name of the 
laft navigator to this part of the globe. It is furrounded by the fea, which, in the 
northern part, feparates it fi om the other divifions, and in the fouth forms the ftrait dif- 
covered by Fernando Magellan, a Portuguefe, in^ 152c 

As the beauty and abundance of a country are in , roportion to the number of tfite 
rivers it can boaft, and as thefe facilitate communication between, its parts, the ."e' .mdity 
and value of this is inconfeftible, for it is watered by numerous, broad, and deep ftreams. 
Of thefe the chief are : the Orellana, which is fifty leagues in breadth and more than 
fifteen hundred long; the Maranan, fifteen leagues broad; the Prata (or Silver River), 
from Peru, whence the filver is brought which forms the medium of the whole world’s 
commerce. 

This divifion of the globe moreover furpafl'es the others by its iflands, of which there 
are five remarkable ones. The firft is Cuba, two hundred leagues in length and feventy 
in breadth; the fecond Santo Domingo, one hundred and fifty leagues by eighteen; 
the third St. John, fifty leagues by eighteen ; the fourth ifland is that of St. James, its 
dimenfions fifty leagues by twenty; Maracapana makes the fifth, that in which three 
brethren of our order fuffered martyrdom from the infidels. 

If we credit the relation of Herodotus refpefting the origin of the denominations 
given to three of the divifions of the globe, we rauft attribute that of Afia to a fon of 
Maneo, of fimilar name, fo called from the defeent of his family, being from a tribe 
inhabiting the city of Sardis, the members of which tribe were called Afians. This 
divifion is bounded, weftward, by thi Red Sea, which feparates it from Africa; north¬ 
ward, by the Mediterranean, the Black Sea, the Tanais, Dwina and the Palus 
Maiotis, which feparate it from Europe. St. Anfelm ftates it *0 contain thirty pro¬ 
vinces, while others make their number forty-two. However this m^ be, it is noto¬ 
rious that in its dimenfions, as in wealth, it furptfflfes Europe and Africa united. It 
was antiently celebrated as the fite of the empire of the Affyrians and Medes, and is 
ftill famous from containing the powenul dominions of the Perfians and Turks. In 
this part of the world did the Almighty create c^r primogenitor Adam, and place him 
in a terreftrial paradife; here it was that a veftige of the former world was preferved 
in Noah’s ark from the dovaftation of the general deluge; ard here molt of the 
events related in the old and new teftaments occurred. 

Jofephus, in the firft book of his Jewilh Antiquities (Lib. xv.), afTirms, that Africa de-» 
rives its name from Opher, a grandfon of Abraham, who went into Lybia at the head of a 
powerful army. After fighting and overcoming his enemies, he fojourned in the land; 
where his prefence was necefl’ary, not only to curb the Africans, but alfo the Ethiopi^s, 
Phenicians, and Greeks, by whom it was inhabited. The Carthaginians gave fplen- 

• The date of the difeovery of the Brazils by Cabral, according to Barros, Deeada^rim^ra dtUt 
Jifui, lib. iv. c. z. was the *4th of April 1502. Auicrico Vef^ucci was difpatched by Emmanuel on a 
voyage of difeovery to the South Atlantic in 1501 $ and, on the ift of April 1502, made the coal! of 
the province now termed tlje Terra Firma ; but he was preceded, according 1-. ^»ome authors, in the dif¬ 
eovery of this part of America by Rodrigo de Baftidias and Joano de la Cofa. The merit of the firft dif- 
dbvery of America is unqueftioiiably to be attributed to Colon. Eno. Tbans. 
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dour to rfiis duarter of the world by the ftrength of their imtnenfe armies, which 
were univeyfally dilteded. Africa contains many different nations deferving of notice, 
from the manner in which they live, and their ftrange and diffimilar cuftoms; for 
among Aeir arefome, the Adrimachides for example, who eat not either of the flefh of 
oxen Or fwine. The inhabitants of Mount Atlas feed on pulfe alone. The Africans, 
or Lybians, fupport themfelves commonly on milk and wild animals ; and, while they 
permit the hair to grow on the right fide of the head, fliave that which grows on the 
left. The Macas and Guidanes arc entirely fhorn, and wear crowns fimilar to the 
fillets of our priefts. The Aufes fuffer the hair in front to grow over their forehead, 
fo as to cover the face, but bare the ^eft of the head. The Zingantes generally dwell 
iif forelts, and fubfilt on honey and wild beails; as foon as their children are capable 
of toil, they are taught to cultivate the ground, at which employ they are afliiled by 
their mothers, while the fathers go to war. 

Pomponius Mela afcribes the derivation of the name of Europe to a princels, daugh¬ 
ter of Agenor, King of Tyre in the province of Phenicia, who was feized upon by 
Jupiter and borne to the ifland of Crete, the prefent Candia. 

This laft divifion is parted into many kingdoms, France, Portugal, Spain, England, 
Germany, Poland, &c. France is one of the chief kingdoms of Europe ; its fovereigu 
is very powerful both by fea and land, and all its governments are fo amply endowed 
with every fpecies of niftural produce, and abound in fuch degree in all kinds of mer¬ 
chandize, as to have no need of the affiftance of foreign countries; moreover, without 
going to the Indies, it pofl'eii'es within itfelf mines of gold and filver adequate to its 
wants*. 

But now, entering upon the fiibjed of our prefent work, I lhall obferve that Ethiopia 
is divided into two provinces, eaftern, and weftern. 

* This paffage, no doubt, is an interpolation of Don Gactan Chai^y, from whofe tranflation into Frencli 
of the work of Dos Santos, effefted at the inftigation of, and dedicated to the great Colbert, the prefent 
Englifti tranflation is given. There can be no queftion of the adequacy of the produce of France to 
anfwer alt the natural wants of its population, but luxury has introduced artificial wants which neccili- 
tate a foreign commerce. As the mines of France arc here noticed, and as little in Young's or I.ifter’s 
tour through France, given in this work, is mentioned refpefting them, the following account of their 
produdtions in weight and value, extrafted from the “ Statiftique de la France et fes Colonies par une 
Societe de Gens de Lettres ct de Savans.’’ Paris An xii. 1804, will probably not be unacceptable 
to the reader, cfpccially as the original account, printed under the patronage of the goveniincnt, and 
compofed in great mcafiirc by individuals belonging to the different Bureaux, may be regarded as 
official. 


Quality of tlie Minerals. 
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Value in Franks 

Iron, marketable, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Quintaux 

45,000,000 

Lead, do. 

24,000 

do. 

840,000 

Copper, do. 

2,000 

do. 

300,000 

Mercury, .... 

600 

do. 

268,800 

Zinc, or Calamine, 

60,000 

do. 

234,000 

Antimony, 

Manganefc, 

1,500 

do. 

30,00c 

1,200 

do. 

j 8,000 

Mineral Salt, 


• 

3,ooo,oco 

Mineral Acids, 

Coal, • . . . . 

82 ,oco,oco 

do. • 

3,000,000 

61,500,000 

Turf, Stone, Sand, Clay, ,&c. 
Produce of Salt.works, 

5,000,000 

do. 

6,912,000 

13,000,000 

Total -Wtfight and Value. 

89,489,300 

do. 

134,102,800 
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Eaftern Ethiopia begins at the Cape of Good Hope and extends along Jie coaft of * 
the Ocean and the Ea&rn Sea to the Red Sea. It is a vety fert^ province, peopled, 
as is Weftern Ethiopia, by different nations, whofe cuftoths greatly vary. The climate 
is exceedingly hot and unwholefome, efpecially for ftrangers^ as is experijj|rjced by the 
Portuguefe who dwell in this country, who moftly are fcized with maladies and die of 
fever ; ftill is not the mortality of the climate of fufficient weight to deter them from 
adventuring hither, or allay their thirft for gold. 

Wellern Ethiopia comniences likewife at the Cape of Good Hope, ftretches to the 
boundaries of Egypt on thi eaftern fide of the peninfula of Africa, and is confined on 
the fouth, by the Ethiopia above Egypt, on the north by the borders of I,ybiaJ em- 
braciritij the country inhabited by the IVoglodites, < ulcd by the Greeks Paftors^'dr 
Wild Men, owing to their perpetual refidcnce in groves and forefts, where tlc3' fubfift 
on hunting and plunder. 

Thefe Etiiiopians efteem fo highly thofe animals on which they fubfift, that at the 
time of circumcifing iheir children, they give them the name of the ox, the flieep, the 
lion, &c. regarding thefe animals, from affording the means of fupporting life, as coad¬ 
jutors with their fathers and mothers in the exiftcnce of their oflspring. 

Their wives, to whom the lot is afligned of cultivating and fowing the land, are held 
In fo much honour, that where any difl'erence or difputc occurs between two parties, 
they fummon the dil'pulants before thorn, adjudge the point in queftion, and fo per¬ 
fectly by their autliority terminate the quarrel, tliat nothing more is heard between the 
parties. Jn lhc;fe people what is moll worthy of remark, is to find men of fuch un¬ 
daunted fpirit, that they combat fearlcfsly the lion and the tiger, and are fo eager pfter 
reputation, as to reckon life no longer worth preferving when the feeblenefs of age 
reftrains the exercife of their natural heroifm, yet at the fame time thus fubmiffive to 
women. With them it is held unworthy of a manly charaCler to be folicitous of 
acquifilions, the after-privation of which would be followed with pain; yet does not this 
opinion, by no means a barbarous oih;, prevent their perfect rcfignation to the will of 
their wives. 


CHAP. II. — Of the Manner in ’njhkh the Portuguefe fortified tbemfehes in Sofala .— The 
Jciiloiify of the King in confeqaence.—The War he waged agnhijl them, in the courfe of 
which he lojl his Life, and the Poriiguefe \cere confirmed Majiers of the Fortrefs. 

SOKALA is a fmall maritime kingdom of Eaftern Ethiopia, dependent on the 
fovercign of Quiteva, fituate between the river Cuama and Mount Manica, in 2o|” 
of fouthern latitude. It extends along tfie fea and the banks of a river, a leaguo in 
width, which ilows through the country called Mocarangua, by Zimboe, the capital 
and refidence of the King of Quiteva. 'I’he King has dominion over the whole of this 
country, as well as the river of Sohda, \v]>ence the inhabitants carry on uninterrupted 
commerce with thofe of Manica, who make return for the merchandize they take in 
gold duft. 

While the people of Sofala are abfent on their traffic to Manila, and colledling gold, 
ivory, amber, and flaves, .iheii wives Cultivate the land. 

The fortrefs of Sofala is a perfe^Cl fquare building, furrou. ded by a good wall, 
flanked by four baftions well viiouiued with artillery. It wa.s beg un in 1505, by order 
of Emmanuel, King of Portugal, under preieiice of making I,, a magazme for mer¬ 
chandize j 
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' chandize; .and the Queen, Dona Catalina, who governed awhile during the minority 
of her grandfon, D|p Sebaftian, canfed its fortifications to be completed in t “580.* ' 

The governors, orcaptains-general, formerly refined fix months atMozarabico, and 
the refidue of the year at Sofala; but now they dwell altogether at Mozambico, and 
appoint a fubftitute, who governs at Sofala, and fuperintends die merchandize in the 
warehoufes there. 

The fame Queen, Dona Catalinat, anxious to render herfelf miftrefs of Sofala, caufed 
fix large fliips to be equipped, the command of which was entrufted to Pedro da Naya, 
who, mter great perils and fuffering much from ftornis, entered the river of Sofala 
with four of his fiiips, and effected a landing. The two other fliips of his fquadron, 
of greater burthen, kept the fea, as well for the purpofe of oppoling any enemies which 
might appear as on account of the fliallowncfs of the river, which could not admit 
veflels of their draught of water. The Moorifli King, whofe name was Ruffe, was 
much furprifed at hearing the Portuguefe had difembarked without alking his per- 
mifiion ; but the news which firft occafioned alarm, and made him rcfolve on attacking 
thenv with all his powers, was a fource of pleafure to him, on his receiving a compli¬ 
mentary deputation from the commander of the armament, with an aflurance that he 
had been obliged to feek flieltcr in the port in confequence of bad weather, and re- 
quelling his confent to creft a warehoufe for the fecurity of their perlbns, and the 
merchandize with which the fquadron was freighted. 

This fovereign, who was blind, governed his Hates in oppolition to an eftabliflied 
law, by which a King or Prince, having any bodily defed, is held incapable of retain¬ 
ing the feeptre ; in this cafe death is efteemed by thefe people preferable to life. But 
this monarch, who owed his blindnefs to accident, difregarded the law, which, as he 
Ihortly after obferved to Pedro da Naya, was made for others, but not for him. 

The courtiers of this Prince, as noticed in the firft chapter, informed him 
that the Portuguefe took advantage of his concelfion of leave to build thcmfelves a 
warehoufe, and that inftead they were haftily fortifying theml'elves, and giving room 
for fuipicions of their entertainiilg wrong defigns j they at the fame time recommended 
him to prevent their putting tnofe in execution, eitlier by a prohibition againft their 
further profecuting their fortifications, or by obliging them, by force of arms, to deniolifli 
what they had begun. After mature refledion on the fubjedt, the King law his fault, 
and determined on driving the intruders from their poll, when they ffiould leaft fuf'ped 
his intentions, make a general malTacre of* them, and give up their merchandize as 
plunder to his troops ; a mcafure which he reckoned would be eafily efl'edted, by taking 
the Portuguefe by furprize. The defign of the monarch being promulgated among the 
Moors, a large army was fpeedily colleded, all being alike animatt'd with the defirc of 
making a rich booty. 

.The intended treachery, on its coming to the knowledge of a Moor, named Abexin, 
was viewed by him with horror, and immediately after, with intent to counterad it, 


* This date is wrong. .John III. died .Tune 11, iS 57 f ®nd the education of his grandfon Sebaftian, and 
the regjncy, were entrufted to Catalina his Queen. She, notwithftanding the excellence of her govern¬ 
ment, was obnoxious to the Portuguefe, on account of her being a Caftfllian ; and in confequence, after 
a (hort time, Ihe refigned the regency to her brother-in-law. Cardinal Henry, and retired to a convent. 
The duration of her fway in JPoitugal being very Ihort, provided the fort*was completed as here affirmed, 
while (he held the reigns of government, it will probably have been in 1558, and not in 1580. Eng. 
Taads. 

Again Dos Santos is in error. In the firft chapter he notices the expedition of Da Naya, and the 
fettlement at Sofala, in whicfi he is corredl, to have taken place in the reign of Emmanuel, in 1505-6. 
Emg. Teams. 

• 
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ije imparted what he had learnt to Pedro da Naya. The Portuguefe,;nnconfcious of 
haying done any thing either agajnft the King or the ftate whi||^ could provoke fuch 
'treWmeht, was miftruftful at firft of the truth of the coiliniunication, for the Moors 
are but. little famed for fmcerity; but Abexin adduced fuch proofs foi;> what he ad¬ 
vanced, that Pedro da Naya profited by the information, and kept oil his guard. 

' The appointed time for carrying into effed the meditated maffacre being at hand, he 
ordered his whole force under arms, to await the enemy, who affailed the Portuguefe 
in the night, at many points, and with vigour incredible, though furpaffed by that 
evinced by the attacked ; thefe, on this occafion, taught the Moors, at their coft, to fet 
a high value on the courage of the nation they provoked to war. After a long conflid, 
overpowered by the artillery and frequent fallies f the Portuguefe, they at length 
took to flight in confufion, and fought refuge in the palace of the Prince; f ut hither 
they w'cre purfued by our people, at the point of the fword ; and the K ing, who was 
among the fugitives, being flain, this circumftance encreafed the inveteracy of the 
Moors, who fought now not only to defend themfclves, but to revenge their fovereign*s 
death. The refolution, the obltinacy'of the inhabitants, was on each fide equal, and 
victory hovered awhile over either banner; indeed, towards the clofe we fhould haVe 
been beaten, but for the timely fuccour brought forward by Abexin; this Moor joined 
the Portuguefe with a number of partifans, turned the tide of the battle, and caufed 
the complete overthrow of the em my, but no^,before they had dangeroufly wounded 
Pedro da Naya. 'I'hc generous, friendly, and critical affillance of Abexin was liberally 
rewarded : Da Naya, as an acknowledgment for the fidelity with which he had fulfilled 
his engagements, and the xcal which he had fliewn in the moment of danger, after he 
had completely fortified his magazine, and obtained fettled pofl'eflion of Sofala, caufed 
him to be proclaimed King of the country; and over it he reigned many years. This 
fovercign was a trufty and fincere friend conftantly to the Portuguefe, and a great enemy 
to his fellow-countrymen, who unwillingly faw thcmfelvcs obliged to fubmit to the 
dominion of the Portuguefe, in lieu of that of the King of Quiteva, formerly lord of 
all this country. In procefs of time this latter monarch was alfo made tributary to the 
crown of Portugal, w'hich had, at an after-jicriod, no lefs than twenty-two Kings who 
did homage to it for their thrones. 


CHAP. III. — Of the Trees and Frists which fourijh throughout the whole of the Tear 

in the Territory of Sofila. 

Wrril truth may it be affirmed that Sofala is the garden of all this continent; it is 
overfpicad with jeifamine, perpetually green and perpetually in flower, which by the 
beautiful contrail of its white flowers and lively verdure furnilhes an enamel than which 
nothing can be more grateful to the eye. On every fide are feen, orange, lemon, and 
other curious trees, the Romeyra for example, on which fruit and flow'ers are feen 
growing at the fame time in conftant fucceffion through the year. The vines are almoft 
equally exuberant, for the vintages are two-lold, the firll in January, the other id July. 
Pine-apples, refcmbling our peaches in flavour, but far p/eferable, are very numerous j 
and, among others, the fig-trees are fo heavily laden with fruit, as pleafmg to the eye 
as they are grateful to the palate, that the branches bend beneath their oppreffive weight. 
Finally, the fugar-c^ne is cultivated along the banks of the rl'-er by the Caffres, who 
fubfift on its juice throughout the major part of the.year, bufwho have not the inge¬ 
nuity polTeflfcd by the inhabitants of other countries of cryilallizing the fweet they yield. 

1 • . Here 



344 SANTOS* HISTORY OF #ASTEEN ETHIOPIA.' 

* Here the people preferve their oranges and lemons, and carry uu ui lymn -vsTtpj 
the Indies where thejiare eaten with nee. " •* 

But, however fruitfulthe neighbourhood of Sofala, in the offering of*Porflo^*'>its‘ 
Cereal pTodi\£lions are fo limited, that the inhabitants are conftrained to mj^te their 
bread half of rice and half of millet. This bread is formed into a kind of cake, not'' 
edible except while warm, for when it becoihes cold it is harfli, and fo dry, that it. 
cannot be fwallowed without firft being foaked in a vinous preparation from millet. 
This extrad is equally potent with the wine preffed from grapes, and is much drank 
by the CafFres, but the Portuguefe ufe a different wine obtained, as will be feen, from 
the palm-tree. 

If the bread and wine of thefe poor people be little pleafant to the tafte, they are 
on the other hand indemnified by an abundance of meat, for their ftock of oxen, cows, 
fheep, fwine, and wild cattle is very confiderable, exclufive of every fpecies of poultry, 
which is fo plenteous that fifteen large fowls are bought for a Bertangy, a coin equal 
to two teftoons or about eleven-pence fterling. This great plenteoufnefs of food enables 
the lower orders to live very comfortably, and The rich to indulge to fuperfluity in all 
kinds of provifion. 

Befidcs the fecret of foftening their bread, the Cafires have difeovered means of 
making a fubftitute for butter, which they ufe as a fauce for boiled rice. They extraft 
this butter from the cakes of prefl’ed Girgelins whence previoufly oil has been exprefled ; 
this oil ferves better for burning than olive pil, and is ufed as an unguent for all kinds 
of wounds. To fecurc a provifion of butter and oil, therefore, every individual lays in 
a ftoqk of Gergelins. 


CHAP. IV. — Of the Manner in which the King of Quiteva takes pojfejfton of his Domi¬ 
nions, and the Mode of his giving Audience. — Of the prevalent Cujtom of the Country^ 
according to which all the Wives and Concubines of the King devote ihcmfclves to Deaths, 
upon his lofttig his Life. 

THE name of Quiteva is common to the fovereign lord of the country bordering on 
the river Sofala, which, at his accefllon to that dignity, he affumes to the exclulion of the 
titles he might before have been known by, this dignity in the efteem of the people 
placing him on a par with the Deity ; indeed, the CafFres acknowledge no other gods 
than their monarch, and to him they addrefs thofe prayers which other nations are 
wont to prefer to heaven. 

The Quiteva maintains a number of wives, the chief of whom are his near relations, 
and „are denominated his queens j the refidue, by whom alfo he has children, are 
regarded merely as his concubines ; ,from this circumftance, when he dies a great con- 
fufion is created on nominating his fuccelFor. The new Quiteva is commonly felefted 
from among thofe of his children who are the offspring of his own daughters, or fifters; 
with tpefe near relatives he has exclufively the privilege of cohabiting, the laws of the 
country forbidding, in an exprefs manner, his fubjeds from intermarrying with their 
fifters or daughters und^’’ penalty of death. , 

If the women of whom I fpeak, on the one hand, enjoy the favour and countenance 
of the King during his life, they are, on the other, obliged to give thentfelves up to 
death when he happens^ to die; for this purpofe, that.^ they may be conftantly ready 
to accompany him in cafe'of his fuddenly expiring, they are always provided with a dole 
of poifon. 

I’he 


lo 
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^ .ITie ^©neous pdWifafion of the princes and yaflals of t|iis coi^try that this mortal 
life M ibc^eeded \w another, in which (till higher nmk a\i^ts me great than they 
ehjo^d in this world, occafions thofc (whom the more powerful on accoWt of their 
being of oppofite parties make the viclims of their intereft), to fubmit with'joy to their 
rate, in hopes to be courtiers about their King in another world. , 

« As foon as the Quiteva ceafes tp live, a fucceiTor is chofen, capable of governing with 
Vifdom and prudence. C’ommonly for this purpofe, his elded fon by the royal blood 
is felefted, and fliould he fail in the requifite qualifications, the next oldeft, and thus 
in fuccelfion the red; and when among the w hole it chances to happen that not one 
adequate to the high pod is found, his fiicccflbr is th minider to whom the defundl 
was accudomed to impart his fecrcts. This rule of fuccelfion is however not fo driftly 
followed but that fome deviations from it occafionally take place. 

Thus, for example, while I was at Sofala, the Quiteva died, and left upwards .of 
thirty children, legitimate and illegitimate; dill not one of thefe was nominated to fuc- 
ceed him on the throne, but the brother of the deceafed, who, to a thorough know¬ 
ledge of the affairs of dare, joined all the qualificaticns heceflary for a governor j and! 
indeed Ihould he be deficient in this refpeft, it would be enough that a majority of the 
King’s concubines Ihould join in his favour, as on thefe the poffeffion of the throne depends. 

As foon as the Quiteva is dead, he is buried with his predeceffors, and after his obfequies 
are terminated, on the fucceeding day. his fucceffor repairs to the royal palace, where he 
meets with fome of the concubines of the late Ifing (for it is only thofe mod beloved and in 
whom he was wont to place the utmod confidence, that take poifon on his dying), and with 
their confent he feats himfelf on the throne prepared for him in the midd of a large hhll j 
when feated here, a curtain is drawn before him and his wives: hence he iffues orders 
for his proclamation through the dreets; thisis the fignal for the people to flock to render 
him homage and fwear obedience, a ceremony which is performed amid great rejoicings. 

"'The officers and foldiers belonging to his guard in the mean-time place themfelves af 
the gates, and prevent the entrance . f more than fufficient to- filt the hall, that no 
didurbance or confafion may take place. At fird, thofe admitted prodrate themfelves 
on their knees, and thus advance towards the throne one after iLe other, when they 
addrefs the nionarch, he remaining condantly behind the curtain, without expofing 
himfelf to the public view until every one that has entered, has done him homage. After 
this has been effeSed, each, according to the cudom of the country, (hakes hands with 
the Quiteva, and retires-; he again places himfelf behind the curtain till the hall is once 
more filled, and the fame ceremony is again repeated : in this manner the whole day 
paffes in receiving homage. The next, the King fends his ambaffadors to publifh the 
death of the late prince, and the peaceable indallation in his dead of the new I’overeign. 

So great is the refpeft the Caffres ffiew their King, that on being admitted to lii© 
prefence they never prefume to look him in tiie face, or front him ; but withdiawing 
on one fide, they keep their eyes condantly bent on the ground, and never fpeak to 
him but on thtir knees. The Portuguefe alone are allowed the privilege of addreffmg 
him danding ; they otherwife follow the example of the Caffres, and at intervals'clap 
their hands as a token of joy. 

When all have been acjtnitted to the prefence, and tho levee is fijilflicd, the King 
caufes wine, extrafted from millet and calLd Pombe, to be prefented to the whole of 
the company. Should it happen that any one from appreheniion Should objfeQ: to drink 
of the proffered beverage, the refufal is regarded as an infult by the Quiteva, and the 
. individual guilty of fuch ill-manners is ordered not to quit the town except with has 
permiffion, which, as it is never granted, caufes the delinquent to be thus configned to 
perpetual iraptifonment. 

von XVI. 4 T CHAP. 
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CHAP. V,^0/ the Ceremonm obferved in caufing one if the Children tf the late King 
to be^pldted on the Thrme.-^Of the civil fVari dccafitmed by fuch SucceJ^ons, and the 
Ctjlfhm tifual with the l^iteva of devoting himftlf to Death in cafe of any natural 
Dfe6l. 

THE numerous offspring of the Quiteva occafions many candidates for the throne; 
and as every one of his wives ules her efforts to advance her own progeny to this dig¬ 
nity, that much intrigue and difturbance fhould accompany their projects cannot be 
coniidered a matter of furprize. Each endeavours, by prefents and magnificent pro- 
mifes, to increafe the number of her partizans and aggrandife her intereft, at the expenfe 
of that of her competitors, to caufe one of the princes, all of whom are educated in 
another quarter, to be admitted into the palace, for none can come to court without 
the exprefs confent of the King, who in confequence is incelTantly folicited at every 
hand. For, when with royal permilfion a prince once enters the palace, his preten- 
fions to the throne are regarded as indifputable; thole, however, who have not this 
permiffion, and by force feek to obtain this fecurity of fucceffion, by fuch demeanour 
not only render themfelves criminal, but forfeit all pretenfions to the fovereignty. 

Contiguous to the dominions of the Quiteva, are thofe of another prince called 
Sedanda. This prince becoming afflidled with leprofy, refolved on following implicitly 
the laws of the country, and poifoning himfelf, conceiving his malady to be incurable, 
or at leafl that it would render him fo loathfome in the eyes of his people, that they 
►would with difficulty recognize him. In confequence he nominated his fucceffor, 
holding as his opinion that fovereigns, who Ihould ferve in all things as an example to 
their people, ought to have no defeat whoever, even in their perfons; that when any 
defeds may chance to befal them, they ceafe to be worthy of life and of governing their 
'tdoininions; and preferring death in compliance with this law, to life, with the repr(|iiM;Ji^ 
of having be^n its Violator. 

But this law was not obferved with equal fcrupulo'fiiy by one of the Quitevas, who, 
having loft a tooth, and feeling no difpohtion to follow the practice of his predeceffors, 
publimed to the people that he had loft a front tooth, in order that when they might 
behold, they yet might be able to recognize him ; declaring at the fame time that he 
was refolved on living and reigning as long as he could, efteeming his exiftence requi- 
fite for the welfare of his fubjeds. He at the fame time loudly condemned the prac¬ 
tice of his predeceffors, whom he taxed with imprudence, nay even with madnefs, for 
hifing coudemned themfelves to death for cafual accidents to their perfons, confeffing 
plamly, that it would be with much regret, even when the courfe of nature ihould 
bi\ng him to his end, that he ihould fubniit to die. He obferved, moreover, that no 
reafonable being, much lefs a monarch, ought to anticipate the feythe of time j and, 
abrogating thi& mortal law, he ordained that all his fucceffors, if fane, ihould follow 
the precedent he gave, and the new law eftabliflied by him. He likqivife Battered bis 
fubjods with the hope of their feeing a new tooth grow in lieu of the one be had loft, 
and adverting to the regret they would experience on lofing a prince whom they loved, 
on account of a defeft which time and patience might eveH|ually remedy* 

A neighbouring Sedanda, having once been nominated for his fucceffor by a Quiteva, 
on his dying, with reafon attempted to enter the palace, and feat hiqifelf among the 
women of the defundl, expedting according to cuftora that every one would acknow¬ 
ledge his right; but he found his expe£lations vain, as the women with whom he was 
at enmity, began to intrigue together to exclude him from the throne* With this view 

3 they 
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Aey tm|)uted to him many imperfcdions; openly oppofed hh peaceable iifitiation, and 
objefted to his entering the j»lace. The prince, wo tnifted to reODncUe' them to Wi 
ifttereft by dint of prefents and promifes, imagined their averiion would be of ihort 
duration, and that with the fliades of night all difficulty would vaniih}' he confe* 
quently, unapprehenfive of the lengths to which they were capable of going, fuffere* 
the night to pafs without offering the llightefl, umbrage. In the morning he again pre* 
fetued himfelf in front of the palace, but encountered ftill greater refiftance than on the 
preceding day, which obliged him a fecond time to retire. As foon as he was gone, the 
women immediately fent to another prince who was abfent, enjoining him to repair 
without delay to the palace, to take his feat among the’- , and affumc the throne. This 
being effefted without any parade, the poor Sedan d a found himfelf fupplanted in a 
throne which he confidered infallibly his own; and refenting the affroni ihu'' put u|>'Qa^ 
him, he fought for vengeance by a refort to arms; in this view he applied to his 
friends and partizans, who promifed him fupport: but as thofe to whom he addi‘effed 
himfelf were mere courtiers, who looked to improve their fortunes by his fuccefs, mt$ 
as by having recourfc to arms they would, according to the conftru£tion of law, be 
guilty of treafon, they, as foon as they were informed that the other prince had been 
proclaimed King, and had peaceable poneffion of the crown, abandqped him to his fate: 
thus the unfortunate Sedanda faw all his hopes deftroyed, and was even obliged to fly 
for fafety to the territories of his neighbours. 

As foon as the new King is acknowledged legal poffeflbr of the throne, he fummons 
all his grandees to repair to court, to aflilt at the ceremony of breaking the bow of the, 
deceafed Quiteva, which bow is the fame as was made on his acceflion to the kingdom» 
This aggregation of the nobility is a ftratagem ufed by the fovereign to enable him to 
rid himlelf ot his enemies, for under pretence of making a court in the other world for 
the deceafed, he caufes thofe grandees who are obnoxious to him to be alTaffinated for 
tht^purpofe of attending that monarch, and gives the polls which thpy enjoyed to fuch 
as poffel's his favour; thofe however who are inimical to the new King are not accullomed 
to obey the fummons, but prefer retiring to the dominions of fome neighbouring prince, 
where they pafs the remainder of their days: in this they are imitated by all who may 
have objefted tb the nominatipn of the Kmg. 

CHAP. VI. — 0 / the Excejii of the Caffres every T^ar on occajion of the Anniverfary 
of the funeral Ohfequies of the King's Predecefors- — How at thefe Times the Kingfuf- 
fers himfelf to be v'tfibly smpofed upon by a Sorcerer^ who counterfeits the Voice of the 
defunct Monarch ; and of the ejleeni this engenders for him among :he People. 

THE King, every year, on the appearance of ffie new moon in the month of Septern-< 
ber, repairs to a mountain covered by a large foreft called Zimboc, which is the place 
of fcpulture of the Kings. By a convocation of all his courtiers, and others who flock 
hither from every part to be prefent at the ceremonies ufed on the occafion of the cele¬ 
bration of Ae obfequies of the Kings, he pretends to afford comfort to the fouls of liit 
predeceflbrs. As however the ceremonies confift chiefly of exceffes, it is by no tneatlfe 
wonderf^ul thefe monarchs ffiould liferfift in their errors; they bewail the dead by' dto 
drinking, and defift from leaping and dancing, then only when fatigue obliges them 
to ceafe. The order of this anniverfary is as follows; 

On the appdnted day they repair to the mountain, and in il.w foteft fittd materials 
for feafting already prepared 5 here they eat and drink fo plenteoufly, that throughout 
the week Aefe orgies 1^, no one knows his companion. * < 

4 T 2 I'h*- 
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The Kin^, who excites the toinpany to drink, prides himfelf on bang tb®' beft and 
greateft topei* bf the affcmblitge; but the inoft diverting part the'^^fcene is to fee a 
troop plF beopIe drunk widi wine, and fcarcely able to ftand, fo mad as to exhabit 
a mpch-engagenient. For this purpofe they divide themfelves into two parties, one 
oppoiite to the other, their bows in their hands, from which they inceffahtly difcharge 
flints of arrows into the air as fignals of rejoicing. Now they advance towards each 
other like two battalions about to engage, now ftrive each party to break through the 
ranks of the on^ oppofed, mingling in a pleafing manner their forces, and playing off 
a number of manoeuvres. Thofe who remain firm on the field of battle are acknow¬ 
ledged the moll valiant, and bear away the prize fet afide for thefe gambols •, but the 
adjudgment, it will readily be conceived, is not always the moft correfl:, nor can thofe 
who beft fuftained the fliock.at all times be rightly thought the braveft, as the conflifl: 
is between men fo deeply intoxicated as not to know their next companion. 

The feafting terminated, the King and all his courtiers pretend for three days to 
bewail the death of their former Kings; after this period a demon enters into a Caffre 
forcerer, and fo well imitates the voice of the laft King whofe obfequies are celebrated, 
that every one is deceived, arid imagines that it is the foul of the King from the other 
world, returned to teach the reigning prince how to govern his people, which fpeaks. 
The King now advances to confer with the forcerer; every one proftrates himfelf; and 
after other marks of refpeft for the foul of the prince, all retire, and leave the King 
tete 4 -tcte with the man poffefled, who not only imitates the voice of the deceafed King, 
but fpeaks in all kinds of languages if required, and holds converfation with the mo¬ 
narch with the fame familiarity a father would with a fon who might interrogate him 
on what is to happen in his kingdom. The demon pretends to unfold the future, 
declares whether or no war vrill take place, and if the living King fliall prevail or be 
vanquilhed; whether his fubjefts lhall revolt; and many other fimilar things, in which 
divers impoftures are dealt: and notwithftanding the King is aware of the cheat,^he 
neverthelefs annually continues the farce on account of the profit he derives from it in 
prefents made on the oceafion, and the efteem this mock-conference nourifhes for him 
in the minds of the people; thofe regarding him as the favourite of the fouls of the 
dead, and believing he holds converfs with them when he will; that he learns from 
them, as oracles, whatever paftes in his dominions; and is inftruded thus in the 
rule of government he fliould follow. 

It is not only at Sofala that recourfe is had to demons, the like practice is common 
imCdiina. Father Mendoza, in his hiftory of that country, relates thefe gentile bar- 
ijPlans to be accuftomed to addrefs themfelves to demons, with whom they hold con- 
verfe at pleafure; he even adduces an inftance to this effe£f; on failing from China to 
cHe Philippines in a Chijiefe junk, fo dreadful a tempeft arofe that all on board gave 
themfelves up for loft. 'Ihe Cliinefe at this time began invoking their demons; the 
which perceiving the monks on board addreffed their prayers to heaven, and thefe pre¬ 
vented the effed of the incantations of the Chinefe; and as the infidels were folicitous 
of knowing why they icceivtd no fuccour when in fuch prefling need, and wherefore 
fo far from their danger diminilhing, as often before had been the cafe, it increafed, the 
demons, though they alone were the authors of tfie lie, tyere conftrained to acknow¬ 
ledge the truth of the cafe, confeffing they were unable to effeft any thing owing to 
the prayers of the monks on board ; a confelfion, however, which put thefe fervants 
of God in danger of being alfaffinated every inftant by the Chinefe, and caft into the 
fea. The Chinefe at length added written invocadons to thofe they had uttered aloud, 
to which they received for anfwijr, that they had nothing to apprehend, as before three 
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days elai:dc<l4 they would arrive at the defired heaven in iafety. The falfity of this pre-* 
diftion was, however, made clear by the event, for the time exprefled was much ex¬ 
ceeded,' and freih tempefts arofe before they made the port, tempefts which vifibly 
abated at the interceffion and prayer of thefe good monks, as even the <ilhinefe them- 
felves allowed. This confeiEon, indeed, on their part, extorted by the faft, was the 
caufe of forae among them abandoning their fuperftitions, and embracing the true 
religion. 


CHAP. VII. — Of the Obfervance on the part of the '^(ffres of certain Feflivals^ during 
•which no Labour is fallied ; and of the Punifhmcnt inflided by them on a Portuguefe^ 
on occajion of his killing a Calf on one of thefe facred Days. — Of iht twenty feven 
Paradifes they expeSl to find in another World, and the Chafiifement they will have Jo 
endure in one of the thirteen Hells they imagine to exift. 

IT is not without reafon the CaiFres are regarded as one of the moft wicked and 
barbarous nations upon earth, for they are perfectly ignorant of all things neceflary to 
falvation. They are without religion, have neither temples nor altars, offer no facri- 
fices, have no minillcrs of worfhip, nor images reprefenting a divinity, though they 
have a confufed idea, the refult of natural inflinfl:, which internally admonifhes them 
of the exiftence of fome preternatural principle. They hence acknowledge a God, 
who both in this and the world to come they fancy meafures retribution for the good 
and evil done in this. They likewife believe m the exiflence of twenty-feven paradif#, 
where every one enjoys a pleafure proportionate to the merits of his lire. They do not 
conceive that animals afl; from pure inftinft, but allowing them a reafonable faculty, 
hold them alike amenable with man to reward and punifiiment, and affign them a 
fpecial feat of blifs, to which the fouls of Caffres will have accefs, thofe only excepted, 
who, notwithllanding they believr '. a great God whom they call Molungo, have yet 
pafTed their live-' in wickednefs. Thefe,' they fancy, will be condemned to a privation 
from the fight of his holv prefence, and fuffer torment in one of fne thirteen hells they 
admit, each proportionate to the evil they have done. Thefe opinions are traditions 
handed down from father to fon, as they have no written teftiraonies, and refrain from 
learning cither to read or write. 

Notwithftanding thefe are merely traditions, they yet are firmly perfuaded of their 
truth. They, moreover, implicitly believe that monkeys have formerly been human 
beings, endowed with reafoning faculties equal to thofe of the human fpeciqWi^nd 
that even now they arc dumb merely from apprehenfion that if they fhould taHWiey 
would be made to work. • 

'J'hough convinced of the exiftence of a Deity, they neither adore nor prsw to h*m, 
but addrefs themfelves wholly to their fovereigns, through whofe interceffon with 
heaven, as they hold him to be capable of converling with the fouls of the dead, they 
look to obtain whatever they require. , . 

The King, profiting by the fimplicity of his fubjefts, ne^er grants them audience with¬ 
out they bring with them handfome prefents: hence thefe i*afortunat§ beings, under 
the pcrfualion that their' King is a Deity, exhauft their utmoll means, and ruin them- 
ielvcs in gifts to obtain with more facility what they need. Thus, proftrate at his feet, 
they implore of him, when the weather long continues dry, jo inwreede with heaven 
that they may have rain; and when too much rain has fallen, that they may have fair 
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iveather; thuil aUb in cafe'of wind^ ftorm$, and erery thing they leotild dthtt* 4 #i^ 
cate or implore. 

Hie ^ng* well convinced that he poifedes no fuch power, and that fueh things 
depend on a'-great God, Lord of heavdi and earth, never fail* of returning an encou. 
raging anAver, couched in general terms, telling them to go back to their hdttfes, 
t hat he will reflef^ on what they alk, that he will ufe his beft efforts for their comfort, 
and that, after a fliort time, if their wiflies fhoulcf not be fatisfied, they muft again 
come to him to iterate their prayers without dread of tiring his patience, for that he 
deems it a pleafure to liffen to the complaints of his people, that he may be employed 
in procuring a remedy as ample as his power admits. 

The people, notwithftanding they obtain nothing of what they alk from the King, 
ftill perfevere in their entreaties j and as they never go empty-handed to his prefence, 
but conftantly with prefents adequate to what they require, they ftrip themlelves of 
nearly all they are worth. In the mean time rain fells or ceafes j the wind, which cannot 
blow for ever, finks into a calm: but, inftead of attributing thefe events to the great 
Molungo, the immutable decrees of God who wills the mcceflion of feafons, they 
afcribe them to the King, on whom the people rely, from the facility he poflefles of 
communicating with the fouls of their Kings. Thus does the King take advantage of 
the ignorance of his fubjefts, and profit by popular fuperftition, which he promotes 
by a variety of illufive praftices. 

On interrogating fome of the beft informed among them refpeGing where they con¬ 
ceived the, fouls of thofe to be who had lived a good life and fulfilled their moral 
duties' upon earth, and whether they were in the heaven of Molungo, the anfwer was 
— That this feat of beatitude was inhabited by God alone j that the bleft had for 
their abode certain delightful fpots, where they enjoyed three times thrice three times 
told that portion of enjoyment they had experienced in this life j that the fouls of men 
were imperilhable;' and that the joys of the future life vaftly exceed whatever can bd 
known on earth. Thefe opinions afford ground for belief, that at fome former period 
many among them enjoyed a knowledge of trqe religion; and this is corroborated not 
only by their creed, refpeding the immortality of the foul, but alfo by their obfea*- 
vance of occafional feftivals, with a ftridnefs which might put Chriftians to the blulh; 
for many Chriftians profene them by dedicating them to labour, or pay but little re¬ 
gard to their feftivals, whereas thefe infidels fcrupuloufly obey the law which forbids 
them to kill on thefe days any living thing whatever, even for their fupport, as will 
be by the following relation. 

.dlportuguefe merchant, travelling with his people from Sofela to Zimbo^, was ob- 
lige^owing to bad weather, to lemain during one of thefe feftivak in the town of 
Qtrtfeva; and, being ignori^t of the rigorous law forbidding the killing of any animal 
on this day, he had an ox flaughtered for himfelf and his Saves. The Quiteva, to whom 
this was immediately repotted by fpies maintained by him in the town, who bring him 
intelligence of all that paffes, was exceedingly angry that the Portuguefe fhould prefume 
to vioEite a day fo facred, and, as a punifhment for the crime committed a^inft the 
great Molungo, forbade either himfelf or his Haves to eat of the ox he had Imied, and 
not only this, but ordered that it ihould be kept in his hdnfe till fuch time as the 
Mufimo, or feint of the day, whofe feftival it was, Ihould come and confume it. 

The unfortunate Portuguefe, not daring after this order to touch the beaft, left it t 
in the condition it was bn his receiving the King’s command; and, as he had not 
hitheHo withdrawn the entrails, the great heat which prevails at that feafon of the year 
foon rendered«it putrid. It afterwm'ds fmelt fo badly that the merchant could not hear 

the 
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the houfe* however he was, by exprels dtrsAion of the King, obliged to abide, 
as a puQiihme^or hanng fevianed the fan^ty of the day. Prefdats were now re&rted 
to^ but in vain; nothing could lhake the rdbludoa of the King, nor induce him to 
grant permiffion to daughter another beaft fol^ the fupport of die Portugeefe and his 
fervants. Here may b« remarked .the religious fcrupulofity of this barbarous King, 
who preferred capoling a whole town to infeSion from Ae putrefr£tion the animal, 
to allowing the infraftion of the holy law. This regularity in an infidel prince Ihould 
ferve as an example to thofe Chriftians who have fo little regard for the due obfervance 
of Ae holy fabbath, and other feftivals. 


CHAP. Vin. — (y the Title ghen by the Caffres to the Quitevay ejlftmdby ut injurioutf 
and which with them are looked upon as honourable DiJiin£lionst and of their Manner ff 
Procedure on Trials, 

THE Quiteva has three or four hundred men for his guards, who are called Infic»> 
that is to fay, butchers or executioners, who faithfully execute his orders on thofe 
whom their fovereign condemns to death. Indeed, their mere appearance occaficwis 
terror; for with them they carry all the inftruments requifite for the prompt execution 
of their duty, according to the fentence pronounced, at»d without any form of procefs 
behead, hang, or otherwife put to death on the fpot, whenever the King condemns 
on this account all avoid coming in their way as much as poflible, left they Aouid be 
the fubjed of their orders, or the vidim of their error or indignation. 

Previous to performing an office enjoined them, they aflemble round the palace of 
the King, crying aloud, “ IiAama, Inhama,” words that fignily they are about to put 
foipe one to death. With this objed in view, they carry a long cord round their necks, 
and another round their waift, for fuIJng thofe with who are condemned; when they 
have in one hanj a cuilafs, and in the other a large club, it is a fignal of feme one 
being to be beheaded. As foon as the criminal is apprehended, they give him a heavy 
blow on the head with the club, which felling him to the ground, they immediately 
fall upon him and cut off his head. 

There are other Caffres who are likewife attendants on the King, and are called 
Marombes. Thefe furround the palace, and fing the praife of the King, whom they 
term lord of the fun and moon, king of the earth, of mountains, woods, and forefts,' 
the conqueror qf his enemies, great in all things, the great forcercr, the great thief,i|j||e 
great lion, giving him aifo the name of other beafts, names which are not confidefed 
injurious, provided they be accompanied by the defjgnation Gr^at: when the King trafek , 
to any part alfo, he is attended by muficians who fing his praife. 

Of thefe people the King makes ufe for carrying his orders where requifito, and 
wherever they pafs all are emulous of entertaining them in the beft poffible manner, and 
of making them the moft valuable prefents. If any thing attrads their fancy, Aey^e 
a hint of its pleafing them lirft, but if the poffeffor Ihould not of himfelf be fo com- 
plaifsmt to prefent it to theru, they are impudent enough to feiiie upon ir without any 
daring to refill them j fo far from it, every one efteems himfelf fortunate provided he 
Aoutd have any Aing worthy acceptance. Sometimes, indeed,-they are guilty of out¬ 
rage on indtviduals to poffels themfelves of their property; atid rff others they meet 
.with people who refill Aeir depredations, and oblige them to undergo oiie of Ae three 
following ordeaU for difeovering Ae truth before the judge. ' 

The ' 
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The modes of adminifterihg klftice are three^ by what are termed (^hs, but which 
are frightfut Jijrocefl'es. The nrft coofiits in fwallowing poifon without Ipcoi^etjuences ; 
the fecond in licking a bar*of red-hot iron; and the third in fwallowing bitter water 
without inconvenience. * 

The firft of thefe oaths or ordeals is termed by the Caffres, Liicafle. A vafe full of 
poifon is prefented to the perfon, who by oath is to purge himfelf of a crime wnth which 
he is charged, and who is alTured that it will do him no harm provided he be innocent; 
but alfo, provided he be guilty and conceal the truth, that it will furely prove his death. 
The dread of this trial often induces criminals to confefs the deeds they are charged 
with, which arc exemplarily punilhed ; for the judge condemns the aggrelTor or he who 
made falfe depofition, together with his wife and children, to become for ever the flaves 
of the injured party, and half his goods and pofleflions advert to that party, and half 
to the crown. But what is moft aftonifhing, if the perfon accufed be innocent, the 
poifon does him no injury whatever, whereas if he be guilty he expires immediately 
after fwallowing the draught. 

The fecond oath or ordeal is termed Xoqua: a piece of iron is heated red-hot in a 
furnace, from which it is taken by a pair of tongs, and prefented to the perfon who 
has to undergo the proof, and who is directed to lick it, with affurance that his inno¬ 
cence or guilt will appear by the experiment; for that, if he be criminal, it will not 
only bum his tongue but his face alfo, but that if guilty it will do him no injury. ITie 
afpeft of this frightful apparatus fo much terrifies the unfortunate beings, fubjedl: to its 
proof, as to make them fweat and tremble exceedingly, and almofl: become petrified, 
wavering in irrefolution whether to malhiain their falfity or confefs their crime, in 
order to avoid a torture capable of drawing confeflion of that even of which they have 
not been guilty. What, however, is certainly fhameful, fome Chriftians have been 
known to fubjeft their flaves to this ordeal; and of them feveral have even for three 
fucceflive times licked a red-hot bar without experiencing the lead hurt. 

The third oath or ordeal is not equally dangerous with the preceding. It is termed 
by the Caffres, Calang. A beverage is compofed of difagreeable herbs boiled in a pot, 
the juice of which is exceedingly bitter, and this is prefented to the accufed with ad- 
monifhm^t, that if innocent he will take the whole at a draught, and vomit it back 
without any confequence; but that he muft take care of what he is about to do, fince 
if culpable, and defirous yet of deceiving, and feeming innocent, on fwallowing the 
fmalleft portion of the beverage it will choak him, an event which has oftentimes 
occurred. t 

‘f^ne is at lofs to what, unlefs the interpofition of the Deity, a circumftance fo ex¬ 
traordinary is to be'Ufcribed. It is poflible, that divine interference may on fuch occa- 
«fions be exercifed for the manifeftation of the innocence of the perfon accufed, and to 
draw down a merited chaftifement on the guilty. This ordeal is indifputably founded 
on holy writ, for in the Old Teftament are many examples almoft in every refped ac¬ 
cordant. In the book of Numbers, chap. v. efpecially, it is ftated as an ordonnance, 
when a hufband difputes the fidelity of his wife, that he fliould condudl: her tb a Levite, 
who flrould adminift^r to her certain bitter waters to drink, and that if Ihe had been 
unfaithful, her entrails in confequence would/be fo powerfully aifefted that fhe would 
Ihorily after burft, but that if innoCent they would do her no harm. 

There is, moreover, in Sardinia, a certain well, the waters of which are in no refpecl 
lefs miraculous; for If an individual has been guilty of robbery, or if ahy defire exifl 
of knowing the truth of any fecret or important adion, in one or the other cafe, pm? 
vided the perfon fufpeded in the one inftance of theft, or in the other of falfehood, be 

brought 
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brought to the well, and his face be wafhed with*(the w&ter drawn from it, if he be 
guilty he immddiately becomes bHnd, but if innocent, it will benefit and ftrengthen 
the fight. 


CHAP. IX.-—0/“ the ridiculous Drefs of the Caffres ; their fmgular Manner of cutting 

their Hair, fo different from that of the Quiteva, who wears a Refemblance of Vmr 

Horns on his Head, his Subjects being allowed but three.—Of their Mode of hunting. 

ALL the Caffres are well made, and of good app arance ; but they render them- 
felves ridiculous by the extravagant mode of their dreifing their hair, which is frizzled 
and cut in fuch manner as to prefent the appearance of horns on each fide f tue head, 
and on their forehead * ; to keep it erect, they tie the hair round a flick with a kind of 
grafs, which ferves them for ribbons. This pradtice they adopt, as tlujy fay, to imitate 
male animals, on whom nature has beftowed the ornament of horns to diftinguifh them 
from females ; women, that art may prefent the fame diitindlion with the human, as 
nature does with the brute creation, are prohibited from wearing their hair dreiTed in 
this manner. Moreover, as well in the difpofition as the number of the horns, there 
is a difference between the Quiteva and his fubjedls; this prince wearing one on 
his forehead half a foot long, two others above his ears, and one on the nape of his 
neck, whereas his fubjedls are permitted to wear no more than three. 

There is little difl'erence between the drefs of the fovereign and the great, and that 
of the common people: the former are clad,j||pm the waill downwards, in a robe of*cot- 
ton or filk; the latter in the fkins of monkeys^r other animals killed in hunting. Thofe 
who arc deftitute of means to clothe themfelves go entirely naked, without any one 
taking exception ; the more wealthy wear at times Machiras, or long cloaks, which 
train on the ground. Thefe are worn faftened to the left fhoulder only ; and the lengtli 
of the train of them is deemed to : to the gravity of the walk of the wearers wMlc 
it denotes the eafe of their circumftances. As to what regards hofe, fiioes and {lock¬ 
ings are unknown, the King and the people alike going bare-fool, Jiut they may be more 
aftive in running and.hunting. - 

They have ever been pallionately attached to the latter exercife, lefs for tKe pleafure 
it affords, than from their antipathy to labour, being naturally fo idle, that when obliged 
to remain at home, they pafs the day in drinking, dancing, and jumping, leaving to 
their wives the culture of the ground, and fpending their , whole lives in paftiine and 
pleafure; this indeed fo generally, that there are no exceptions but a fmall numbe^of 
artifims, employed in fabricating cloths and fluffs of cotton-wool, and in tipping their 
arrows, in arming their clubs with iron, and fabricating ofienfive and defenfive weapon^ 
as well for ufe in war as in hunting. 

When a hunting-party is propofed, the people go out conflantly accompanied by tht 
majority of their mofl intimate friends, and efpecially when the Quiteva intends a royal 
hunt. On this laft occafion, all the Caffres of the neighbourhood of the fpot whore it 
is to take place, are advifed of his intention, and affemble to the number o{ 0 out qr 
' five hundred men. Thefe ffurround fome wood in which they* know there is game, 
keeping clofe together, penetrate the clofefl thickets, ejaculate loud cries, beat the 

» Mofe$ in ancient paintings, is reprefented with two horns on thehea.^ , Was this mode of drefling 
the hair ever common in Egypt ? and did the Egyptians, in this cafe, Cit the falhion themfelves, or rc- 
‘ceive it from the Ethiopiansd £mc. Ta&trs. 
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biiflies, and fo intimidafe the: tenants of the foreft, little accuftoraed to hear the filence 
of their (hades invaded by the (houts of man, that they leave their haunts and peaceable 
retreats to fly for fafety to the open country. Here they find themfelves befet bf' a 
multitude ef hunters and hounds, by whom they are purfued and overwhelmed with 
clouds of arrows. It is only when the monarch is prefent, that a lion is allowed to be 
killed, for of all his titles, that on which he mod prides himfelf, is king of thefe ani¬ 
mals ; Aich as fliould prefunte to violate the ordinance w'hich profcribes the hunting of 
lions, except on occalion of the prefence of the king, w'ould expofe himfelf to be 
feverely mulcted, or even perhaps to the penalty of death. 


CHAP. X.—Of three Modes of hunting ufaal with the Caffres; and of what htfel a 
certain Portuguefe^ who in the Abfence of the Quiicva, happened to kill a Lion. 

THERE refided at Sofala a certain Portuguefe, called Rodriguez L(d-)o, who had fo 
much ingratiated Himfelf with the Quiteva, that he obtained from him a grant of the 
major part of the ifland of Maroopa, on the river Sofala. 1 his monarcli, imitating 
the condufl: of other fovereigns towards their favourites, ftrove by every means to 
aggrandize Lobo, and elevate hint above the reft of his courtiers j and, to crown his 
largelfes, beftowed on him the title of his wife, as one of ih.e luoft ftriking tokens of 
his attachment. Rodriguez, who, on his fide, was as little free as others iroin the 
common failing of favourites, of abufmg the confidence of their prince, imagined all 
was permitted him, confeious, as he was|p)f the king having ordered all his fubjects to 
treat him as his wife. He, confequently, one day afl'embled a number of friends and 
Haves to take the diverfion of hunting, and, roufmg a lion, he fliot at and killed the 
beaft, notwithftanding he knew that an adtion of this kind was prohibited under penalty 
of death. The favourite, whofe good fortune had drawn on him a hoft of enemies, 
was (hortly after denounced to the King, as a violator of the law; the denouncers 
thinking thereby to ruin him in the royal efteem, and, by his difgrace, to pave the 
way to their own advancement. Their defign fucceeded ; they found the king difpofed 
to chaftife the prefumption of Rodriguez, and make him an example to the whole king¬ 
dom, W'hich (hould deter others from daring to repeat fuch deeds in oppofition to his 
decrees. 

Lobo, aware of his crime, and fearful left his enemies (hould prevail to his prejudice, 
had recourfe to ftratagem. He caufed the lion to be covered with leaves as if he would 
conceal it, and, enveloping it with a number of pieces of cloth, prefented it in this (late 
to the king, to whom he direded to be ftated, that Rodriguez Lobo, whom he liad 
.honoured with'the title of bis well-beloved wife, while hunting, was attacked by a lion 
whofe fury threatened his life; and that, delirous of preferving it, lefs on his own 
account than for the fatisfaftion of his lord, for whom he lived more than for himfelf, 
he had lanced a javelin at, and killed the terrible animal; and the better to fulfil his 
vengeance for the daringnefs of the beaft, he bad thought right to fend it to him as the 
great Mag of the lions, that his orders might juftify the (feed, which in itfclf was in- 
nocent; anAthat his Ihbjeds might look upon it as one of which he mofthumbly befought 
his Majefty to believe he could not premeditatedly have been guilty. The handfome 
turn given to this fpeech by Rodriguez Lobo fo much pleafed the King, that he fent 
him word he might make himfelf eafy on the fcore of the lion, fince he might have 
been in fomc danger from it} and that in future he was at liberty, as long as any lions 

b remained 
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remiuned on his ifland, to facrifice as many as he pleafed, ‘either for his amufemcnt, or 
to revenge their depredations. The courtiers, who were prefent at this determihation 
o^the fovereign, applauded its propriety, and were as loud in the praife of Rodriguez 
as they had Ihortly before been violent againfl: him. In the mean-time, th;-;i. his favou¬ 
rite might be juftified in the eyes of the people, he iflued a proclamation, by which all 
people, Rodriguez Lobo his dear wife alone excepted, were prohibited, under p^n of 
death and confifeation of all their goods, from killing lions. 

The CafFres being expert hunters, ufe a variety of means in furprifing animals: fome- 
times they dig pits four or five feet deep, and feven or eight long, but wider af the top 
than the bottom : thefe they cover with branches of tu and Itraw, in order that the 
more weighty animals, tigers for example and clephatns, falling into them, may be fo 
much hurt as to be unable to releafe themfelves, and thus remain at the difcrction of the 
hunters, to perifh of hunger, or by fhots or arrows. 

At other times they furround the coverts in which the game lie, as I have before 
deferibed, and oblige them to take to the river; when, from the oppofite fide, they 
flioot at them till fome lucky arrow pierces a mortal part. 

Now again, when the equinodial rains fwell the volume of the river and make it 
.overflow, and the wild beads are driven from their holds by the inundation, they await 
them on the upper grounds, whither they repair to avoid the waters, and find them 
colleQcdin fuch numbers, that fcarcely an arrow isfhot but kills fome o,r other of the 
herds; for, on this occafion, though their natural ferocity at other times is fuch that 
they prey on each other, this fiercenefs undlrgoes a change which is furprifing; they 
feem united as much as when they entered iq(|p the ark, and peaceably colled in bjaids 
and herds as if the common danger alone engrofied their faculties, and rendered them 
common Wends. 

The lord of the ifland in the river, folicitous once of exhibiting a hunting match 
to Father Dos Santos, afl’emblcd more than five hundred men, armed with bows 
and arrows and fome match lock'.. ' 'n entering the wood they killed three wild boars, 
and purfued fever:’’ others, as well as fome elephants and tigers, which were fo much 
intimidated that they fled to another quarter ; while, however, th.,;) were in purfuit of 
thefe, they found a young lion and a tiger whelp, which they captured, and which w’erc 
prefented to Father Dos Santos; he accepted them with great pleafure, but foon had 
reafon to repent his pofl'ellion of them, for the mother-tiger feenting her young in 
his houfe, came the following night, making hideovts outcries in the neighbourhood as 
if ready to devour all the inhabitants, and dafliing with violence .againfl the doors and 
windows, a prattice fhe repeated four nights running. But whether tigers cannot 
bear confinement, whether the whelp was too young to be parted from its mother, it 
died at the end.of the fourth day; and the carcafe being thrown into the fields, was 
not found again on the next morning, whence it liras fuppofed the mother had borne 
it away. 

At another time Father Dos Santos, in company with another monk, were much 
terrified at feeing a CaflVe making towards them at full fpced, and fcemingly admoiulh- 
ing them of fome danger they did not perceive. On his jc ining them, howeipr, they 
found his motive to be msrely to induce them to quicken theV pace that they might 
behold fix lions, which had juft paffed the river, and which were traverfing a neigh¬ 
bouring valley. The monks made hafl^ towards the fpot, bat not trufting too much 
either to the Caffres or the lions, which were vifible only by le trace they made in 
the grafs, of great height and very thick, they had the preaution to ta’«ie their ftation 
on the fiimmit of a hill. 

'.fhe 
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The monks, who palTecI the night here, towards day break overheard the roaring of 
lions and tigers, feemingly difputing the prey one of them had taken. This as he 
devoured kept growling at and threatening the others to prevent their feizing it fr^ 
him. 

Tigers are lb fond of human flelh, whether alive or dead, that in the latter cafe, 
when they Icent the putrifyiug bodies, they enter the places of fepulture to tear them 
from their graves j to prevent this, the graves are dug to fome depth, and over them a 
large ftonc is laid. One morning* a dead tiger was found on a tomb, after vain efforts 
to tear from the grave beneath a body which was interred, and after, in the attempt, 
having dug a grave for himfelf, in which he expired of old age, wounds, and 
hunger. 

Befides Hons, tigers, and leopards found in this country, naturalifts relate that it pro¬ 
duces reptiles called Inhazaras*, which have four toes to the fore feet, and five to the 
hinder : they live like rabbits in warrens, whence they occalionally go abroad for fub- 
fiftence, and feed on ants. Many affirm they fubfift on air, grounding their opinion 
on the circumftance of nothing but air being found in their entrails after their death ; 
but the moft probable matter, as they have no teeth, is, that ants are their fupport, 
for they are couftantly found near ant-nefts with their mouth open and tongue pro> 
traded, whence the little induftrious inhabitants, continually fallying forth to fwell 
their wintry ftore, colledb on the tongue of the Inhazara, as if they would carry it 
away to their hoard •, and when this reptil^eels its tongue fufllciently loaded it draws 
it in, clofes its jaws, and at once devours*he little family which hoped to eat him 
piecemeal. 


CHAP. XI.— 0 / the uncertain Abodes of the Cajfres, who pitch their Tents where Plenty 
reigns. The Manner in which their Law-fuits are terminated, whether before the 
King or Governors of Provinces.—Their Mode of making Wine from Millet and Rice, 

THE Calfrcs, being naturally idle and averfe from labour, conllantly pitch for their 
rcfidence on fpots produdtive of abundance of the means of fupport, which, however, 
it is difficult for them to find, as they commonly remove in bodies of from three to 
four thoufand, and encamp now in one now in another quarter; and as they do not 
very willingly quit their abodes, though but of flraw, when they begin their march 
their camp is fet on fire in order that none may linger or return j when they arrive at 
a fpot fuited to their purpofc they conftruft others. Their ftock of moveables is veiy 
flender, coiififting merelv of a bow and arrows for each male, a fingle pot for each 
fornily, in which their millet and rice is cooked, and two fpoons, one for ftirring their 
rice and another to cat with. IiFgencral they fleep en a mat of reeds fpread on the 
ground j and in the niidft of winter they kindle a fire in the middle of the houfe, round 
which each places himfelf to fleep or reft. Their idle nature inclines them to prefer 
dwdling in woods and forefts, rather than in the open country, that they may not 
have to go too far in fearch of what is neceflary for them '; and here they build their 
huts, and live like w^Id beafts; when weary of one abode changing it for another, 
efpecially at the injundion of their.captain or governor. 

As for any difputes which may arife between the different individuals of an encamp* 
ment, the captgiu or chief of it, who is appointed by the king, fits as judge and de¬ 


cides 
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cides furamarily, without any appeal being allowed to the fdvereign, who merely takes 
comizance of matters of greater confequence. In the inftance either of the fovercign 
or me chief of an encampment fitting as judge, the parties plead their own caufe in 
court, the injurious pradice of employing lawyers and council being unknora. After 
hearing the caufe, the judge gives lenience; the party who lofes forfeits all his property, 
of which one half goes to the judge, and the refidue to the one who gains the fuit. 

Hunting is not only a paftirae, it is with them indifpenfable, as they principally de¬ 
pend on it for fubfiftence: and when it chances they are unfuccefsful, they live on what¬ 
ever kind of animal comes in their way; for examide, monkeys, cats, rats, kc. 
making up with fifh and vegetables; but their principal ^ )ud confifts of millet and rice, 
both which likewife yield them a kind of wine. 

When about to prepare this wine, they foak the requifite quantity of mille' in water, 
leaving it for two or three days till it begins to four; afterwards, taking it out, it is 
I'ufFered to drain the fpace of two or three hours; they next place it in a mortar, in 
, which it is pounded till reduced to a pafle ; this done, a cauldron half full of water 
is placed over the fire, into which, when it begins to boil, as much of the pafte before 
deferibed is gradually thrown in as of rice flour, and the mixture is ftirred up that it 
may unite ; when the quantity intended to be prepared is thus blended together, and 
the whole has well boiled, the cauldron is taken off the fire that the beverage may cool: 
the drink is galled Pornbe ; the boiled grain ferves for food. 

This extradf of rice and the pafte of millet, after remaining at reft for two or three 
days, heats and ferments, nearly in the fame manner as new wine does with us ; but 
the people nevqj drink of it till the fermentition has ceafed, when they ufe it vrith 
fuch little moderation as often to become intoxicated: in order that they may con- 
ftantly have ftore, they every day make a frcfli fupply, for the longer it remains fo as to 
become four and what we ihould deem fpoiled, the better they reckon it, the more 
anxious after it they become, and attribute to it the greater virtue. 

Thofe not partial to this beverage another, compofed of certain herbs refembling 
the Cointre ; of thue they afterwards take the leaves, which, drying and reducing to 
powder, they eat, and find highly nutritious. By eating thefe leaves, and drinking 
the water in which they have been infufed, they fubfift for days together, taking 
nothing elfc. 


CHAP. XII.— How the ^iieva wijhes to be thought the only Sorcerer in the Kingdom^ 
and of the Punijhment incurred by thofe who ajjume this Title.—Of the fuperjtitious 
Ceremonies ohferved by the Caffres at their Nuptials ; and the injurious Epithets bejiowed 
on their Slaves, <• , 

THE Quiteva, efteeming as honorary diftinftions titles which with us wor ld be 
regarded as offenfive, is fo jealous of that of forcerer that he forbids all his fubjefts under 
pain of death to affume it without his permiflion, being unwilling to (hare this coveted 
privilege, other than with his deareft confidants, to wlion he grants it as a fpecial 
favour: fo much is this the cafe, that if any rogue fufpeded t.f withcraft be found, 
it is allowable to put him to death ; and the murdiarer, far froin incurring a penalty, 

is rewarded with half the property of the perfon flain, while the -'ther half belongs to 

the King. 

If any one difeovering a malefadtor takes upon himfelf to purfue him ih order to 
obuin fentence for the crimes of which he may have been guilty, and he be condetnred, 

I ihc 
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the perfon thus engaging on' this obje£l becomes mafter of his fate, whether to live or 
die. If he preferve liis life, the culprit afterwards remains his Have, and is itn^n 
folely by. the name of the crimes of which he has been guilty, fuch as thief, mir- 
derer, &cv, and this that the wretch, continually hearing thefe names repeated,” may 
be put in mind of the crime of which he has been guilty, and which has reduced 
him to flavery, may be rendered more humble, and bear in memory the laws he has 
violated, and the punilhment, but for the mercy of his mafter in commuting it for 
flavery, he would have undergone. 

The King, defirous of being eftcemed the only forcerer within his dominions, is in 
confequcnce the only one who enjoys the title; this, however, is no impediment to 
the conftant facrileges of the fuperftitious Cafl'res : thefe never begin any the llighteft 
aftair, neither low, plant, nor fet out on a journey without confuliing, by calling lots, 
on the fate of the undertaking; when, Ihould chance be adverfe to their wifhes and 
expectations, they lay the blame on their images, which they abufe and ill-treat in con- 
fequencc. That they may never be devoid of means cf divining the future, they 
always carry about them certain round pieces of wood, with a hole through the middle, 
which they throw' in the fame manner as we do dice ; and notwithftanding the vanity 
of this idle piece of fuperftition, they iieverthelefs are exceedingly partial to its 
praftice. 

Others there are who imitate the Chinefe in their manner of telling fprtuncs. In 
this view' they play -at a game of hazard before their idols, and fhould chance be againft 
them kick and box their idols, but if after this correftion, on purfuing their experiments 
they fliould continue unfuccefsful, they burn the hands and feet of ti^n in the fire ; 
fliould ill fortune ftill attend them, they call the idols on the ground, trample them under 
feet, and dalh them about with fuch Ibrce as to break them in pieces. Some indeed, 
who fliow greater veneration to their images, content themfelvcs with fettering and 
binding them till they have obtained their end ; but fliould not this take place as early 
as their impatience looks for, they fallen them to a cord and gradually let them down 
into the water, even to the bottom, thus trufting to force them to be propitious: if 
after this, good loi tune fliould not follow, the idols are then withdrawn from the water, 
the patience of even thefe milder Cafl'res becomes exhaiiftcd, and the images are l'ubje£led 
to the groflfeft indignities. 

Theie people are not fuperftitious merely in matters dependant on chance, they are 
fo in what regards their nuptials. The bridegroom mull meet with a man ftrong 
enough to carry him on his back to the abode of his intended fpoule without halting; 
fliould he ftop by the way the wedding does not take place on that day, but is deferred to 
a future period. 

• When a young man feels difpofed to marry, he applies to the father and mother of 
Ihis intended, and treats w'iih them for their daughter, not as for a companion and wife, 
but as for a flave, bargaining with them in like manner we would do for merchandize, 
and; haggling about the number of cows and flieep to be given in exchange. I'he price 
bei»g at length fettled, the relatives arid friends of both parties alfemble to celebrate 
the'inarriage, and the bridegroom being carried by foiiie friend without refting from his 
own houfc to the hoilfe of his bride, the exchange is made, and the parties attending 
make prefents to the newly-joined couple, of rice, millet, and other things necelfary to 
begin houfe-keeping. 

The title of flave would certainly be more appropriate to the newly-married bride 
than that of wife, for provided the hufband after marriage fliould be tired of his com-, 
panion, he is at liberty to fend her back to her paratts, who arc obliged to receive her 

again; 
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Rgain *, thefe may again fell her to any other perfon, her firft hufband ccafing' to have 
any controul over her. Thus the only advantage accruing to the wife or her parents 
isil^e cattle given in barter. By fuch means ihofe fathers of families whofe daughters 
are numerous, become wealthy. But this renunciation which is allowed to td ; huihand, 
k not alike permitted by the law of the cquiury to the wife, in order no dOuV-t u> pre¬ 
vent the great plurality and frequent change of huibands which would otherwife be the 
confequencc. The man is not reftrifted to any, number of wives, but is free to pur- 
chafe and keep as many as he can maintain. 

Before they marry, thefe [people pay attention whether or no the Have they arc about 
to purchafe, has either any part of the body, the cye-bi ws or eyes, ofa white colour j 
this fometimes happens to be the cafe, and is a fource . 1 great alarm to a Cadre, who 
imagines luch to be children of the devil, not being able to comprehend h'.. it is 
polTible their wives fhould produce w'hite children. It is relaicJ ihat in the year idoo, 
Don Jerome Continho, on his return from the Indies, where he coimnaudcd tlic forces 
of Portugal, brought with him a girl with eyes entirely w'hite, but Ihc died alfca, after 
the vcll'el in w'hich die came had paded the idand of St. Helena. 

Among this people are women who are in a manner favages, and perpetually dwell 
among the woods; when near the time of their pregnancy, they are condantly in 
motion, like docs, running by the fide of bulhes in order to leilcn the pains of child-birth 
by the odours they inhale ; what however is dill ntore fingular, as foon as they are 
delivered, they fetk feme fpring or fountain in which to w'afli both themfclves and their 
odspring, and return to their dwellings, where they continue to follow their houfehokl 
ad'airs in the fame manner as if nothing had happened, though oftentimes they will 
have produced two and even three children at a birth. Moreover, as their mean.s 
would be inadequate to the fupport of fo many young ones at a time, God provides for 
tile c vigcncc by bedowing on the men breads of milk as amply fupplied as ihofe of the 
women, as was fecn by ourl'elvc-. in the indance of a pcrlbn of the name Pedro de 
Sofala, whole wife died after having ''rought forth a girl. This unfortunate father 
pofldiing no means of maintaining a nurfe for fuckiing his child, placed it to his own 
bread, and i'uckied it the fpace of a year; he would have dr u"' a dill longer lime 
indeed, had not the infant died, after which the breads of this charitable father ceafed 
to gie e milk. Like inflanccs, however extraordinary, have often occurred in the town 
of Sofala, as well as at Hormouz ; and a fimilar event is related to have taken place in 
the low'll of Moura in Portugal, w'here an old man, fixty years of age, and obliged 
to fupport hitnfdf by the fwcat of his browg did notwithftimding fuckle from hi's 
breads the two orphans of a female relation. 

In an ifland called Inhaquea, between Sofal.i and the River I.uaijo, an old w'oman of 
fixty years of age becoming pregnant, produced a gj;hiid ; and no.wlthftanding l^er 
great age, reared it and gave it fuck herfelf. * 

However barbarous thefe people be by nature, they yet are not devoid of feeling for 
their children; thefe they rear with nicefi: care, and for their provifion drive to stmR^ 
what property they can. But as the King is fo perfcdly abfoliite as at pleafurc to, diC- 
pofe of the property and even the lives of all his fubjeds, thefe, as foon as they have 
amafled a property which n\ay invite the eye of cupidity, prepan to lofe it^ being fatis- 
fied that, foon or late, imaginary crimes will be injputed to them, of which they will 
be adjudged guilty, that opportunity may be offered of confileating what they poffefs 
to the King; hence it is a current faying among them, that whatever they araafs by 
their toil and indudry, does not belong to themfelves but to the fovereign, regarding 
themfelves merely as the depofitaries of what fome day mud pafs to him, and their 
children be unjudly deprived of. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII.— 0/ the four Amhajfadors fent by the Quiteva to collebl Tribute, tbf firjl 
of whom\-eprefents the King himfelf the fecond his Mouthy the third his Eyes, and the 
fourth his Ears. 

# 

WHEN the time for collefting the annual tribute is at hand, the King felc£ls four 
ambafladors for the purpofe of receiving it, each of whom has a diftinct title. The 
whole four reprefent the Quiteva himfelf, but cfpccially the firft, who is treated with 
the moft profound refpcd ; he, that he may preferve a propoi donate digni»v, remains 
perpetually filent. The fecond is termed the King’s mouth, his fundion, to interpret 
the orders ol the monarch, and explain the fubjed of his embafl'y. The third is deno¬ 
minated the King’s eye, his duty, diligently to remark whatever paffes on the etnbally, in 
order on his return that he may render a faithful acedunt, and efpecial!) to have a 
(harp look after the number and quality of the articles prefented, that ni'ne may be 
pilfered, nor any of value be fubftituted by thofe of lefs. The fourth bears the name of 
the King’s ears, his charge, to fee and hear every thing, and chiefl) to waicli mat the 
ambaffador who fpeaks, does not either augment or diiniiiilh aught contained in his 
inftrudions, the particulars of which are detailed to the three others. 'I’he Caffre* 
generally call thefe ambafladors Mutumos ; they are always the cliiefs ot the kingilom, 
and particularly he who reprefents the f ivereign’s perfon ; this individual is one of his 
fons, and in confequence is treated with greater deference by the people than the rdl. 
Th'efe four ambaflSdors take with them more than a hundred Caflres, deftined to carry 
the articles of tribute received. When they approach a fpot where they intend to fo- 
journ, they fend an exprefs to the captain or governor of the diftrift, to inlorm him of 
their arrival, in order that he may come out to meet and render them the cuftomary 
honours. The captain, on receiving the information, advances to meet them as far as 
the entrance into the town, accompanied by a number of muficians and dancers, who 
play and exhibit their gambols before the ambafladors in the proceflion, while the noife 
of the drums, in unifon with the public acclamations, fill the air with a pleafing fym- 
phony. The Caft'res of the embafl'y march in a body, but their apparel is plain and 
uncollly, their only ornament being a coronet on the head, made of hen’s feathers, and 
adjufled after a particular manner. This troop marches before the four Mutumos, 
who take ftation according to their rank ; the laft, being of highelt dignity, has the 
greateft number of people about him. When they reach the entrance into the town, 
the governor, who is there in waiting, receives them with all imaginable refpeft, and 
condufts theni^hrough the croud to the apartments prepared for their reception. 

. ‘On entering th: gates of tovms which are fortified, it is cullomary to falute the 
Mutumos by a difeharge of artillery. Thefe gentlemen, on their firft vifiting Sofala 
after it was poflelTcd by the Portuguefe, w'er^ not a little alarmed at the report of the 
artillery, and imagining that fuch loud firing could not be without fome danger to 
theft" perfons, they begged as a favour of the governor of Sofala to difeharge no more 
cannon, as the mere report had already caufed the death of one of the attendants on the 
embaffay, wlio was aftually killed with dread ; recovering* afterwards from their con- 
fternation, they exprelTed a wifh to* fee the artillery. This, at firlt, they viewed from a 
refpeftful diftance ; but, familiarifed with the fight of it by degrees, they ventured at 
length to touch the ^uns, but never were able lo far to furmount their fears as to 
ftand before the mouths of them, efpecially the three great pieces at the entrance of 
the gate. 


As 
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As long as they ftay, nothing goes forward but feafling and entertainment: at length 
ih^ibute due to the Quiteva is demanded, and after it has been paid, the ambaffadors 
are conduced out of the town with the fame ceremonies they experienced ( u their en¬ 
trance. They then immediately return to the Quiteva, to whom they render account 
of all that has paffed, and in whofe magazines all the rice and millet they have col- 
lefted is depofitg^. The taxes levied on the Caffres are much heavier than thofe exaCted 
from the Portuguefc, the former paying three pieces out of each twenty, the latter but 
one. Thefe proportions are rigoroufly attended to by the ambaflfadors, for fhould they 
depart from the regulations preferibed to them, the k ig would punilh them with 
feverity; whereas by attending duly to the objett of tl-.eir raifliou, they are fure of a 
liberal reward. 


CHAP. XIV.— Of certain Birds of Prey which fly away with Terrejiria! Animals of 
the largefl Size, and afterwards let them fall, to kill and devour them. Of Terreflrial 
and Marine Crocodiles ; the Manner of taking them ; and of the Mermaid and its 
Virtues, 

PAOLO Marco the Venetian relates, in his third book, chap. iv. that in the ifland 
St. Lawrence* are certain birds of immenl'e fizc and fuch prodigious ftrength as to be 
able to bear away even elephants in their claws, and fly off with them witli incredible 
fpeed j but being unable to fupport for any length of time fo great p weight, they .let 
their burthen drop from as high a point as they can reach, in order to kill it with the 
fall, when they pounce upon and devour it. 

A Portuguefe travelling inland one day to purchafe ivory, and feeling tired with lead¬ 
ing a large monkey which weighed more than fifteen pounds, he faftened it with an ii'on 
chain to the trunk of a tree ; after lal g reft for a time, he perceived the air dark¬ 
ened as if by a cloud about to burfl; over him, when raifmg his eyes, he ^diftinguifhed 
the obfeurity to be occafioned by the body and wings of a bird of prc), .vhich had borne 
away his monkey, together with the tree to which it was faftened, and which he let 
drop from a confiderable height to prey upon after thus killing it. In confequence of 
accidents of this nature the inhabitants of thefe parts are accuftomed to keep conftant 
watch, and in order to be fccure from depredations are conftantly armed. 

In the river of Sofala are many crocodiles, which are carnivorous, and live on fuch 
animals and human beings as venture into the river. The Negroes and Moors, though 
ufed to the country and thefe animals, with difficulty at times efcape their murderous 
jaws, when they repair for water to the rivers banks; for they have the cunning to Ije 
flat on their bellies for fear of being feen, and only rife to rulh on their prey; this if* 
they feize, they bear with them to the bottom of the river to devour it; which ^hey 
are unable to do out of the water, as they have no tongue to aflift them in fwal- 
lowing, but wafh down their food by taking a gulp of water as often as they w’^oiiid 
fwallow what they have mafticated. Notwithftanding the voracity of thefe animals is 
without parallel, they yet nyver eat food which is tainted j ftii* the ftenph proceed¬ 
ing from their throat is fo great that it attradls flics jn abundance, which the animal 
enclofes in one tomb by fliutting its jaws, and thus obtains otl or n-nirifliment. 

The whole difference between young and old crocodiles conhlt a the former leaving 

the river every morning and evening to balk, lying on their beliy in the fun, while 
• *. “ 

* Madagafcar. 
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the latter feldom entirely leave the water; when out of the water, however, both the 
one and the other lofe their natural ferocity, and alarmed at the leaft noife, ejttept 
indeed when driven by hunger to extremity, fly for refuge to the river. 

Gabriel t^l-obel relates, in his book on the remarkable things of the Molucca iffands, 
that thefe iflands contain many fea crocodiles with four eyes, two in the head and two 
in the throat. Thefe crocodiles have many rows of teeth, which are exceedingly filthy, 
as they are unable to clean them with their tongue, though this fpecies of crocodile 
poffeffes one. 

When the crocodiles are about to lay their eggs, they dig a hole, advancing on to • 
the fhore for the purpofe, as deep as they are able, and in this depofit a number at 
once, covering'them with fand, and trufting to the warmth of the fun to hatch them. 
The young, as foon as they break the fliell, though born on ftiore, immediately take 
to the water, and never return without committing ravages which render them moft 
unwelcome neighbours to the inhabitants of the country, who are forbid under pain 
of death killing any of them. The caufe affigned for this prohibition is, that the liver 
of this animal is one of the mofl fubtil poifons that can be. Some writers indeed re¬ 
late, that it bears about it an antidote ; but as thefe are two contrarieties fo Angular, it 
is difficult for one to credit they fhould exift in the fame animal. Still we read, that in 
the peninfula of Malacca trees grow with roots, part of which are pf)ifon, and part of 
them antidotes j a circumftance firailar to which is remarked by Father Mendoza in 
his book on the New World. 

Though crocodiles are carnivorous, and fubfifl wholly on the flefh of animals and 
human beings, yet has God endowed this country .with afimple called «/«>;«/, growing 
on the margin of the river Sofala, with which the people who are acquainted with its 
virtues having rubbed themldves, the crocodiles dare not venture near to bite them, 
and if they fhould their teeth become fofi as wax, and without flrength. When the 
Caffres wifli to prove if the herb they imagine be the real (WC pofl'efling thefe qualities, 
they place it on their head, and if they find it foften tlicir tccii), they rub the whole of 
their body with it before they enter the water, fafe by this precaution f rom the bite of 
the crocodile. 

The interdict of the Quiteva againft killing crocodiles is confmed to his own de¬ 
pendants ; the inhabitants of the river Cuama, who are not his fubjetfs, both fifli for 
and eat this animal. The manner of obtaining it ufed by this people, as it is curious, 

1 have deemed right to detail. 

They prepare a piece of wood two feet in length, and of tolerable breadth ; lengtli- 
wife, through this, a hole is bored for a cord to pafs, at the extremity of which 
is a large hook baited with trefh meat; this they cafl into the river. Soon as the 
' crocodile perceives the meat, it immediately I'wallous it, and fancying that all it 
fees is of the fame nature, endeavours to feize on the wood alfo; but this flicking 
in its maw, prevents the jaws clofmg, when the water rufhing without impediment 
do^ its throat, drowns the animal, flhe fifliermeri, when they perceive it at the*, 
la!t extremity, draw it on the ftiore and difpatch it with clubs. The Cafircs notice 
when the animal is> being killed, that it groans and cries like a rcafoning being, 
whence uoubtlefs the proverb of “ crocodiles’ tears,’’*, to exprefs a forced lamen¬ 
tation. ‘ 

At the ciiflance of fifteen leagues from Sofala, among the iflands Boccicas, a fifli is 
found, denominated*by the iflanders the mermaid, or woman fjh, thcflcfli of which is 
of excellent flavour when eaten boiled like other meat, and which alfo ferves to make 
higiily favoury fauiages. From the waifl to the neck this fifli much refembles the 

K human 
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iiuman fpedes: the females fuckle their young in the fahie manner as women; but 
the fifli has neither arms nor hands, and as to its features, they bear not the llighteft 
rel^blance to thofe of the human countenance; but its head is rather like that of 9 
jnaid»or thornback, and its mouth full of teeth like that of a dog, but t *th four of 
them projedling the length of a foot in the Aime manner as the tufks of a boar. Thefe 
teeth have the property of flaying a flux of blood, and foftening the painful fenfations 
which attend the*piles. The proof of it is eafy, and the remedy common : all that is 
requifite, is to wear them near that part of the body where the pain is felt. .This fifh 
originated the fable of the Syrens in the works of the poets; but they gave by far too 
great loofe to their imagination when they attributed to t a long head of hair, a hairy 
body, a human face, and a voice fo miifica! as to onchanf mariners; for th's fea 
monfter has neither hair on the body nor the head : its head is raonftrous, eu.d nothing 
refembles the human countenance ; and as to Tinging, it neither fings nor fpeaks, being 
like every other fifh condemned to eternal filencc. ^ 

There is li^ewife found in the marfhes of Sofala a fifli called by naturallfts Mdcon, 
which has two holes in its neck like a lamprey ; moftly it inhabits the marfhes, but when 
thefe become dry it peregrinates^ inland in fearch of moifturc; arui though the drought 
oftentimes continues four or even five months, this fifh, by burying itfelf, ftill fubfifls 
where others would die, leaving its holes only when it rains, at which time the Caffres 
lie in wait for it; fhould however the drought continue unufually long, and the earth 
no longer retain fufficient moiflure to keep it in life, it devours itfelf. 

In the rivers Cuania and Sofala fea horfes (Hippopotami) are common, Thefe animals 
are amphibious, and leave the water for the land, where they feek for food and co’m- 
init great ravage on the circumjacent country, and efpecially in that which is Town. 
The head of tliis animal is three times as large as that of our common horfe, and the 
body large in proportion : in the middle of its forehead it has a white flar : its legs are 
fhort and very thick, with five toes to the fore and only four to the hind feet: its 
mouth is veiy large, and full of teetii, 1 our of which are more than two feet long, and 
curved like the tull.s of a boar. What however is extraordinary in this fpecies of 
animals, is, ihcir practice of deflroying each other for food ; hence it rarely happens 
that two are found together, unlefs indeed where a male is followed by feveral females 
about to drop their young, on which occafion they enter into the woods adjoining the 
river, where they foal; the young colts, whenever they fee the old ones approach, 
afraid of being killed, throw themfelves into the water. 

This animal is naturally of a fickly conftitutioii, and fiibject to gouty pains, v/hich 
it cures by fcratching the ftomach with the left foot; and it has furtlier been noticed, 
when it wifhes to effect a perfect cure, that it falls on the horn of the I'oof of the left 
foot; this, entering the ftomach, appeales and terminates their pain. Hence the CaflVes* 
and Moors of this country make ule of the horn of the hoof of this animal as a re¬ 
medy for the gout. 

Befides hippopotami, in thefe rivers, other amphibious animals ;irc found, remark¬ 
able for horns fimilar to thefe of the bull, and having their hoof divided like thdrs. 
Here likewife are horned affes, the flefli of which boiled with rice and millet is excellent 
food : this flefh ferves the CallVcs for fubfiftence through great part of the year; and 
they are fo fond of it, that without having piuiencc to wait till it ha become fufficiently 
cool to be eaten, they devour it hot as it is from the pot, and 1' - this practice much 
injure their teeth ; thefe in confequcnce fliortly become rotten aiv; fall out, unlefs cer¬ 
tain fimplcs be ufed, with which they are acquamted, to prevent them. 
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CHAP. XV.—-Cy the Manner in which Amber is found; of its different Species ; and 
if it be true that Whales snake it their Food. ^ 

I HAVE thought I could not more ufefully terminate this book, than by releafmg 
the public from the uncertainty in which they have been placed by the difputes o f 
different writers refpecting the manner in which amber is found, its nature, and it s 
different ipccies. But before I proceed to fpeak of the places where it is found, I mu ft 
preinife that thofe who would perfuade their readers it is vomited by whales, are 
egregioufly wrong, as is evident from the account we have of a pigee found on the 
coafts of Melinda in 1596, fo large that a perfon might with eafe conceal himfelf 
behind it; the value of this piece, from its great dimenfions, was fo highly rated that 
no perfon could be found poffeffed of means fufficient for its purchafe, whence the 
proprietor was obliged to divide it into pieces. A part of thefe pieces was bought by 
Don Pedro de Soma, captain general of Mozambico. This one example fiSffices to con¬ 
trovert the opinion of thofe who affume that amber is produced in the interior of, and 
is an excrement of the whale. 

It is moreover well authenticated, that between the' rivers Lindo and Quilinvano a 
piece was found which weighed upwards of twenty pounds; and when Roch de 
Britto Falcon was taken by the Turks, on his paffage from Melinda to the Indies, he 
one day, in the place where he held the appointment of captain, bought a piece of 
amber two feet high and a foot wide. The origin of the vulgar error that amber is 
vomited by whales is, probably, the faft of whales having been feen eating this fub- 
ftance, efpecially that fpccies of it which is black, and fo tender that even birds pick 
at and make it their food. 

As to the places where amber is found, fome ftate that to obtain it, it is neceffary 
to double the Cape of Good Hope and proceed as far as the Red Sea, where it 
abounds: others again deny this; but it is moft probable that amber proceeds from 
the bottom of the fea, where it is produced, and from which it is torn by the motion 
of the waves and the aftion of ftorms, which fhake it in fuch a manner as to feparate 
it from the rocks or the bottom to which it adheres, when, after the tempefts fubfide, 
it,is colledled ; this opinion is alfo corroborated by the relation we have of a veffel 
obliged to call anchor off the ifland of St. Lawrence (Madagafcar), in a fpot where 
there was but twenty fathoms water ; in raifing the anchor of this veffel the next day, 
it was found covered with pieces of amber brought up from the fandy bottom. 

In this country indeed three kdids of amber are found, yellow, black, and grey, 
which enrich this people by the profit they derive from them : the yellow is preferred 
p).the black ; but the grey is efteemed of greater value than either. 

Other authors again, who have written in modern times, aferibe a different origin 
to this matter, and believe that in the iflands in the north a particular liquor occurs, 
differing but little from that kind of gum common in our cherry trees, which falling 
into the fea becomes indurate from the adlion of the watey, and is afterwards call on 
the fea fliore, where the air completes its petrifaftion. That it is progreffive in its forma¬ 
tion from a fluid ftate*to that in which it is found, indeetl, is proved from the many 
infta^ges afforded of amber in the cabinets of the curious, fn which, owing to its pellu- 
flies, fpiders; and bees are diftinguiftied ; thefe, caught either by their feet or 
l-^mj^prtions of thei* body, when the amber was yet foft, have become enveloped in 
of exc*eIi'^^^^'”S mafs, and thus remain in an incorruptible ftate, owing to the ex- 
highlv favSi*^* • o* circumftance may even be feen in the epigrams of 

® ^ ‘’2. and No. 39. 
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HISTORY OF EASTERN ETHIOPIA. 

BOOK II. 

Of the army sent by the king don Sebastian to the kingdom of maco- 
ronca; niE victories obtained by the Portuguese over severai. 

MONARCHS, with WHOM THEY WERE OBM' I D TO EIGHT BEFORE THEY 
CAME TO THE GOLD MINES; THE MANNER Ii. WHICH THESE ARE WORKED.— 
Of the RIVERS, FOUNTAINS, AND LAKE OF CUAMA. 

CHAP. I. -^The Poriuguefe Army enters the kingdom of Macoronga in fearch of Gold 
Mines. The manner in which the Gold is dug.* 

DON Sebaftian was fcarcely feated on the throne, before he refolved on extending 
his dominions by means of neW conquefts. In this view he caufed a number of veflels 
to be equipped for an expedition to Sofala, the command of which was entrufted to 
Francis Baretto, who, penetrating into the kingdoms of Macoronga and Manica, difeo- 
vered mines of gold in thefe countries, of which by his prudence and valour he made 
himfelf mafter. 

In the profecution of his defigns, it was neceffary he mould pals through the teyrito- 
ries of the Quiteva, who objected to this mcafure, and prepared to refilt by force any 
attempt on the part of the Portuguefe to enter his dominions. He feared a jun£lion of 
their forces with thofe of the King of Chicanga, a monarch more powerful th^ him¬ 
felf and his fworn enemy, apprehenfive left the confequence would be his becoming 
tributary to the European power. le therefore gave orders that every ftep ftiould be 
difputed; and, ir addition to the army fent to oppofe the Portuguefe, he fet another on 
foot to prevent a diverfion on the part of the* tk)ops of the King of CLloanga; he alfo placed 
ambufeades in every favourable fpot by which theenemy might be furprized, and Ikirmilhes 
repeatedly took place, in which the Portuguefe conllantly had the advantage, though 
with fome lofs on their fide. Still the harafling warfare they were obliged to mainfain, 
difgufted them with an enterprize fo difficult; and, iVoiu their having no means ol’ re¬ 
cruiting their Ioffes, eacli man of theirs killed was equal to a hundred of the enemy, 
who vvcre able immediately to bring others into the held to fupply tlie place of fuch as 
were flatn. Notwithftanding this, the refolution of the Portuguefe fupported them 
under their difficulties, and enabled them to open themfelves a pailage through the 
flics of the enemy. * 

The Cafiies, who had now repeatedly experienced the courage of thofe they had to 
oppofe, no longer confidercd themfelves fale in tiicir towns, but, to efcape llavery or 
death, abandoned them, carrying oft'all their cattle and provilions, and trufting b^ this 
means to oblige the Portuguefe, in defpight of their victories, to retreat, owing to want 
of the neceffaries for fuppqrting their army. 

Still the brave Baretto (!ontinued to follow up his conquefts both by fea and land, and 
fpread fuch confternation through the country, that the ^uitv va,\vho refided atZimboc, 
having intelligence of the approach of this general, took to llig ';, with all the inhabitants 
of'the city and withdrew to a large foreft in the neighbourhood, not choofing to 
rilk the defence of the town. Baretto confequcntly entered it without refiftance; and 

* as 



SANTOS* HISTORY OP EASTERN ETHIOPIA. 


704 

$ 

tis he had not a fuffident force to garrifon, and indeed did not wlflito preferveit, 
he gave it up to pillage, and after fetting it on fire continued his march towards 
the kingdom of Manica, which in the fpace of a-few days he entered, '' 

The monarch of this country, concealing the vexation he felt at his arrival, fent a 
deputation to^’compliment him on the occafion, and exprefs his fatisfadion at his vifit, 
the perfons lent bearing with them a prefent of provilions. Baretto, highly pleated 
at meeiing with a friendly reception, lent meffengers in return to render thanks for 
his civility, and entreat his acceptance of the prefents intended for him by the King 
of Portugal. The Moorifh King upon this exprefled a with to fee the Portuguefe 
general; and the latter, at the interview which in confequence took place, commu¬ 
nicated the inflrudions he had received from his court, the principal of which was, 
to negociate a treaty of amity and intercourfe betv/een the two monarchs. 

This Sovereign, on the approach of Baretto, went forward to meet him, marking by 
this unufual condefcenfion the efteem in which he held the King his mafter, and the 
refpeft he bore his ambaffador ; at the fame time he communicated to him, that as long 
as he might choofe to remain in his dominions the whole of his companions fhould be 
maintained at his expenfe, and in the courfe of the conference all the articles of the treaty 
of amity were agreed upon; among which the fecond was, that the King of Chicanga 
(hould freely admit the Portuguefe throughout his territories for the purpofe of traf¬ 
ficking, as well in gold dufl; as in other merchandize ; of the former the quantity bar¬ 
tered is very confiderable in this country. 

The Portuguefe were enchanted at having in fo fhort a time concluded a treaty of 
fuch advantage to their Sovereign, and fo beneficial to the realm ; they moreover flat¬ 
tered ihemfelves with the hope of acquiring ftore of gold with which to return enriched 
to their country ; but when they law what toil was requifite for extrafling this precious 
metal from the bowels of the earth, and the danger incurred by thofe who worked in 
the mines, they were fpeedily undeceived, and no longer regarded their fortunes as in- 
ftantaneoufly made. At the fame time they were induced to refled, that the labour and 
rifk of digging the gold from the abyll'es whence it is drawn, are fuch as with juflicc 
to flamp that value on it which it bears from its confequent rarity. 

Thcfe people have divers methods of extrading the gold, and feparating it from 
the earth with which'it is blended; but the mofl common is, to open the ground, and 
proceed towards the fpot where, from certain indications, ore is fuppofed to abound. 
For this purpofe they excavate vaults, fuftained at intervals by pillars, and, notwith- 
fianding they make ufe of every pofliblc precaution, it often happens that the vaults 
give way and bury the fubterranean Tappers beneath their ruins. When they reach the 
vein in which the gold is found mixed with the earth, they take the ore as it is, and 
put it into vefTels full of water, and by dint of ftirring about the water, the earth is 
difiblved and the gold remains at bottom. . 

They likewife take advantage of heavy rains, which, occafioning torrents, carry 
before them whatever lool'e earth they meet in their way, and thus lay open the fpots 
wherq gold is embedded in the ravines. This the Caftres cplled and walh with care, 
to purify from the grofler part of its earthy admixture. 

Thefe people alfo, lio'wever unpoliflied they may feem, y«t poflefs a fecret peculiar 
to themfelves for difcovcring the gold concealed in certain ftones*’, which they likewife 

* TWs feerrt ronfifls, it is highly probable, in the Hone containing the gold being foftened, and ita 
natural colnur changed by the prefente of gold, a circumftance noticed conftanily by the gold feekers of 
Celebes. Set, in the portion of this work allotted to Afia, a defcription of the gold mines of Celebes, by 
Von Wurmb. £mc. Thams. 

have 
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have the ingenuity of extrafiing, conftantly obferving the fame praftlce of wafhing it well' 
to feparate all earthy particles from the metal, and thus rendering it equally lultrous with 
that obtained from the earth. I’his gold is, however, much cheaper th;'n. the other, 
either owing to its being more common, or to its being obtained with ,Tbter facility 
and at lefs expenfe than that exfodiated from the bowels of the earth. 

This country being thus fecund in valuable mines, it cannot be furprizing that, in 
after periods, other nations, following the example of the great Baretto, fhouid be 
felicitous of penetrating into the country. Baretto returned to Sofala well fatisfied 
. not only on account of the treaty he had concluded with Chicanga, but alfo at 
« • being fo fortunate as to terminate another with the ( \iitcva, who, apprized of his being 
about to return, no longer avoided him as before, but invited him to pafs ^hnugh his 
country, with alfurance that he would meet with friends alone, in whic . number he 
begged to clafs himfdf. He in faff received him with open arms, and exprefled a 
defire of living in friendflup with the King his mafter, and of being admitted among 
the number of the friends of the general himfelf. I'he treaty of peace figned by the 
yuiteva and Baretto, comprized the following articles: that the Portuguefe fhould 
have the liberty of entering at pleafure into his kingdom for the purpofe of trafiick, and 
of paffing through it to Chicanga to trade for gold; and, on the part of the Portuguefe, 
that, for this conceflion, they ihould annually fend to the (^uiteva two hundred ells of 
linen. " Thus thefe two parties, liut flioiily before inveterate enemies, parted apparently 
in friendfliip ; but the date of amity thus eilablifhed was not of long duration. 


CHAP. II. — 0/" iheW^tr wa^cd by Baretto ivith the King of Mongas, over luhomh^ 
obtained a complete vidory, mtvjitbjianding the incantations of a Sorcerefs, who quitted 
him to fide with the Cajfres. — Of the remarkable Springs in this country. 

ITIE Portuguefe, by the treaticb ,.oncliided between the two Kings of Chicanga and 
Quiteva, fpread j^cneral conftcrnaiion through the country, d'heir ambition now knew 
no limits, but increafed in proportion to their advance into the country. I’hey felt par¬ 
ticularly anxious to open a road into the kingdom of Mongast, a matter not to be- 
tfl'ecfcd but by fighting with and overcoming whoever fiould dare to oppofe their 
progrefs. The obftacles were indeed many to the eflefluath)n of their defigns; but 
Baretto, who commanded a wcll-dil'cipHued army, by his prudence and the bravery of 
his troops, overcame them all, and was conllantly viclorious, as well in the dift'erent 
Ikirmilhcs which took place, as in pitched battles. 

The king of Morgas was powerful, and had a very fine army on foot, which difputed 
every pals through which tlic Portuguefe had to march. At li iigtit the day arrived 
when they had to combat the whole force of the Cadres; thefe, notwithflanding tkeir 
number much furpafl'ed that of the Portuguefe, and notwiihllandir.g this fuperiority. 
promifed them fuccels, were yet fomewhat intimidated. I'hoy had learnt by experience 
to place its due value on ghc bravery of the Portuguefe, who moreover had an old for- 
ecrefs with them, whom fupcrllition reganlcd as a palladium that would fecure the 
vittory to which ever fide* llie remained with, 'I'hc Poriugueio indeed placed no rcli- 

J 

f The dutninions of the Monomotopa. The country is termed Moii;jas, i’;e fovereijrn Manomoiopa, as 
the fovercign of Sofala is termed QuUeva. A coiifufioa has arifen tr in ; ■ errors of geographers, iilio 
have, in both inttanccs, given the diftinguiftiing uiime of the fovereigto the couuuics over which they 
rule. Enc. Tkaks. 
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ance either on this tale, which' was promulged by herfelf, or on the power of the witch, 
and formed their line of battle in due order, depending' on their own intrepidity and 
that good fortune which hitherto had attended their banners. The attack began on 
the part of i^e Portugucfe j but previoufly the old woman had changed fides, and was 
gladly admitted into the ranks of the CalFres : fhe promifed them viftory, engaging to 
ftrike tlieir enemies with panic, and blind them by means of a powder Ihe had in a 
bag, provided they would but Hand firm to the firft fhock; and fuch implicit credit did 
they give to her promifes, that they even provided themfelves with cords with which 
to bind their vidtims. For her aflillance Ihe w'as in return to receive fome confiderable 
prefents: In the mean time the Portuguefe, who laughed at the imaginary enchant¬ 
ments of the witch, bore down on the oppofite army ; and the general, fingling out the 
old woman who was readily diftinguiflied in their ranks by her ridiculous contortions, 
and was then in the aft of giving to the air the powder w'hich fhould deprive them of 
fight, direfted a field piece to be pointed at her, expefting thus to intimidate her j but, 
confident in her charms and deeming herfelf invulnerable, Ihe mocked the elfeft of the 
cannon j the match was applied, and the palladium of the enemy at once was blown to 
atoms. The confidence of the Caffres in their invincibility was now at once annihilated ; 
for throughout they trufted more to the magic of the forcerefs, than to their individual 
bravery. Baretto, in the deftruftion of the witch, however he might deem it a w'eak- 
nefs to rejoice at the fall of a woman, from motives of policy joined with the army in 
the fhout of exultation which was font forth from the ranks. A moment’s paufe in the 
operations of the army now took place j and as a token of regard for his Ikill, the 
general took from his own neck a chain of gold that he wore, and placed it round 
that of the cannoneer. Excited to frclh endeavours by fo confpicuous and fo valuable 
a mark of efteem, the cannoneer thundered incelfantly upon the Cafl'res, and with fuch 
effeft that whole columns fell before him, and the utmoft diforder prevailed in the 
enemy’s ranks, who now began to waver. The general, who faw their irrefolute ftate, 
immediately founded a charge, which was carried into effeft with fo much vigour and 
fo opportunely, that, but for a body of referve w'hich at the critical inftant came up 
to their fupport, the army would have been completely defeated. The fuccours brought 
made the conflift more fevere, and vidfory remained 1 ong,uncertain j at length the 
Portuguefe prevailed, made themfelves mafters of the field, took all the baggage 
and arms of the enemy, and with them a great number of prifoners, whom they made 
fiaves. 

The CafFres, who now ta their rod experienced the capacity and valour of the Por¬ 
tuguefe, were anxious for peace, w hich was gi-anted on condition that the king Ihould 
allow free accefs into his dominions for themfelves and their merchandize. This treaty, 
which lafted fome length of time, enabled the Portuguefe to become acquainted with 
the^country, and explore all its rarities, among which efpecially worthy of notice is 
the foreft of Lupat a or the Spine of the World, fo called as well on account of its range 
which exceeds five * leagues, as the prodigious height of its fhaggy mountains, which 
with tke trees that cover it tower to the region of clouds. The river Zambefe, beating 
with violence againfl th(,/e rocks, in lapfe of time has wrought iifelf a palfage through 
the foreft, and rufhes with fuch violence over its craggy bed, That all who hitherto have 
had the temerity to attempt its courfc have been Ihipwrecked. 

* Infleatl of five leagues, jead five hundred. The Spine of the World ftretches from the line In Long. 

Weft of Giecnwich to Lat. 22° S. where they unite with the main ridges of Africa, and proceed to 
the Cape of Good Hope. Eng. Tkans. 

In 



SANTOs’ HISTORY OF EASTERN ETHIOPIA. 


7ojr 

In this kingdom is a fomewhat remarkable fountain called Maembc, which' divides 
itfelf into five ftreamlets. each pqffefling dill'erent degrees of warmth. Two of them are 
frefli and tepid, two other of greater warmth, and of the fifth the water is of a boiling 
heat; yet notwithftanding thefe various temperatures, the five ftreamlets. ill proceed 
from one common fource *. 

Near the fort of Tetc f is a river the water of which, though it be fix fcore leagues 
diftant from the fea, is fait; but what is more extraordinary, the ftream whifch llovvs 
contiguous to the river Mangania, at more than two hundred leagues from the fea, is 
not only equally fait, but in addition poflcfl'es the property of petrifying wood caft into 
■ it. Albertus Magnus relates his having feen one fiir l?.r in Germany : and in the 
Aflronomy of John (T-res, chap. 12, mention is made of a fountain the water itf If of 
which changed to flone, and congealing immediately upon leaving its fourcbecame 
fo hard as to be capable of refifting the fierceft heat of the dog-days. 

In Alenlejo, a province of Portugal, a league diftant from a town called Avis, is a 
river which has five different beds, and which overflows its banks at very unufual 
periods of the year; for this happens dming the hot weather between Ajiril and Sep¬ 
tember, when other ftreams are dry. In ihefc months it increafes in volume as much as 
it diipinifhcs in winter, when from the abundance of rain that in that fcafon falls in 
Portugal, other rivers fwell fo as to deluge the plains in their neighbourhood. 

In this river, moreover, another fingular peculiarity is remarked : as long as its waters 
flow in their natural channel they difl'er in no refpeft from thofe of other ftreams in 
general, but when they overflow their banks they turn to flone whatever they meet 
with in their courfe, not excepting even the grafs. And in this province, fiiould the 
rainy fcafon continue longer than common, or the rains be fo heavy as to inundate the 
country, and deflroy the feed in the ground, the peafants take no heed of the difafter, 
but, fine of a more abundant crop in the end, as foon as the waters difappea-r they fow 
again their lands, and in fix or feven weeks after their golden crops invite the fickle ; 
thus the only inconvenience they endi. is the labour of a fecond ibwing, for not even 
the feed is loft, as the more ample harveft makes them amends, and the fertilized 
earth brings forth its treafures fo quick as to make them on a ji.it v.ith thole of their 
neighbours, who have not had their lands fubmerged, in point of the time at which 
their crops are ripe. 


CHAP. III .—Of the excrlions made by Francis Baretto to obtain information refprfling 
the Mines of GoUl and Stiver in that putt of the com rv, m the vicin.tge of tos. t'iver 
Cuama or Zambefe. Of the trick played him, and the utter difomfiturt. of his jinny. 

It is a matter of fafl that this country is rich in gold and filvcr mines, but the'e metalsT 
are not fo eafily obtained as is imagined ; for tne Cafi’res are prohibited utider pc airy 
of death and the confifeation of their property from difeovering the fite of the min i, 
either to their neighbours or to thofe who pafs tiirough their country. When a nii^ie 
is difeovered the peffons finding it make loud outcries to call witneffes round them, 

* Such accidental circumftaiice* arc lefn extraordinary than is imagined : wat;'r, by fl'rwing over certain 
metals, creates an cficrveiccncc, and caloiic is confequt ntly difengSged in Viii-ious proportions accor.iing to 
the nature of the niftallic fubdance contained in the ore over which the watc: hows; where the ore is 
competent to occafion but a flight effcrvcfcence, the water becomes tepid; where ixc fermentation is violent, 
the water is raifed to a high degree of heat. £ng. Trans. 

• f Upon the river Zambefe. 
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and cover the fpot, above which they place forae objeft to denote the file ; and, far 
from being I’ufceptibic to be prevailed upon by (trange|s to point out thefe fpots, they 
avoid encountering them as much as poflible, for fear they ihould even be fufpefted of 
fuch a deed. 

The mof ve of the fovereign for enading thefe prohibitory laws, and for exadting a 
declaration to be made to the court of all mines difeovered is, that he may take poflef- 
fion of them, and by preventing the Portuguefe from becoming mailers of one portion, 
give no room lor fucceeding warfare on their part to feizc upon the remainder. 

After Baretto had pofl'clfed hiinfelf of the gold mines of Maniea in the manner we 
have before deferibed, he diretHed his courfe at the head of his forces towards the' 
country through which Hows the Cuama, to make hiinfelf mailer of thofc of filvcr at 
Chicona, for this purpofe afeending the river Cuama from See,;:. On the way he 
fought with the king of the Mongas, who tippofcil his pallagc, and defeated him in 
feveral battles, and proceeded vidlorioiilly through all the countries and kingdoms along 
the river without finding any one powerful enough to urrell his progrelV. 

After the defeat of the fovereign of the Monga-;, this prince, the molt potent of all 
the princes of this quarter, was under the ntx'elTity of filing for peace, which was grantcu 
him. The remaining ('allVes, upon this, perfectly difpiritcil and too weak to kegp tlie 
field, abandoned their habitations and the open country, and took refuge in the woods. 
The Portuguefe, now freed of their enemies and mailers of the country, arrived in 
fafety at Chicona, where Barcllo immediately commenced his inquiries refpcdling the 
pofition of the filver mines, but he found none inclinetl to give him the information 
ho fought j every one concluding that if he once poireffcd hiinfelf of thefe, the entire 
fubjugation of their country would naturally follow. However, a certain Cali re of a 
fcheraing and artful difpofition refolvcd on attempting to impofe on Baretto, and for 
this purpofe told him that, provided he w'ould proportion the reward to the value of 
tlie difeovery, he would make him acquainted with the Ipots where the mines were. 
The general, highly felicitous of the information, loaded him with kindnefs, made him 
various prefents in advance, and flattered him with the expoillution of ample reward 
in cafe of his fulfilling his promife. The Calfrc, a complete nigue, promil'ed to be 
with him the next day and condutl him to the fpot, but at the fame time figuified how 
requifite, in order to avoid fufpicion, it would be for him to return honu', that he might 
depart thence by Health under covert of night to join him unfeen, and proct.-cd thus to 
the mines, as in cafe of his attempting any tiling ot the kind b) day lie would lay 
himfelf open to the penalties of the law. By the air of prcibability in the ilatemcnt, 
Baretto was perfedly. duped. The CaflVe, the next night, repaired to a Ipoi wdiere 
was a vein of filvcr ore, from which he took two or three pieces ol ore which he buri-d 
ip another fpot, and thence returned to Baretto to fulfil as he faid his promife, aiTm ing 
him he would conduct him whither he fliould find filver without much toil or trouble. 
The general did not think fit to go himfelf with the Calfrc, but lent people to ac¬ 
company him and dig in the fpot he fliould indicate. So eager were thefe on the occa* 
fiqn that they paid no attention to the circumltance of the earth having been newly 
dug up, and in a little time they came to the three malTcs of fdver ore, buried there 
by the Caffre on thb preceding night, of which intelligence was immediately given to 
Baretto, who was in raptures on the 'occafion; nor wonder at his joy, the double 
motive of his expedition, a thirA for glory and conquelk, and an expcHation of en¬ 
riching himfelf, he thus fimeied complete : When the Calfrc returned, he loaded him 
anew with expreffions of kindnefs, and what to the wily infidel was of much greater 
weight, with additional prefents far exceeding the value of the filver produced. Baretto 

was 



BANTOS* HlStORT OP EASTERN ETHIOPIA* 


5-09 

was now confident of his fincerity, and dreamt of another P«tofi; but his vifion’s proved 
in the end mere fhadows, and he faw the Caffre no more. At firft it was imagined 
he had been furprifedin his no£lumaljIabours and condemned to'death, and already the 
general deplored him as a man faithful to his interefts ; but upon fending his people 
again to the fpot where they had dug up the filver ore, and their long-cd.itinucd toil 
in purfuit of the vein proving altogether fruitlefs, he no longer doubted of the cheat 
put upon him, but had Icifure to repent that he had been fo weak as to make the Cafire 
prefents above the value of the filver difcovered. 

This fraud did not however annihilate the hopes of Buretto, who continued to pur- 
fue his fcarch by means of two hundred men whom he ’ ft at this poft, provided with 
every rcquifite for their fupport, and an ample ftock of ammunition. Thefe h’d in- 
llruftions not to leave the place until the fite of the mines fhould be difcovcrei', while he 
himfelf with the refiduc of his forces retired upon Sena. He moreover direded the 
party left at Chicona to make incurfions into the woods, and hunt out the inhabitants 
who had fled from tlieir homes, and wflio keeping aloof hoped the Portuguefe would 
feci thcntlelves conftrained to forego their defigns after confuming the provifions they 
had with them. The event did not realilc theie expedations of the natives; the Por¬ 
tuguefe had ftrongly intrenched themfelves, and while they hoarded the provifions they 
poffefled to ferve them at exigency, by following the diredions of the general in pur- 
fuing the fugitives in iheir recefl'cs, though they encountered great refiflance, they almoft; 
conilantly returned loaded with provifions and fpoil. A warfare thus haraffing at 
length deternrined fome of thofc who had fled to the woods to come to terms with the 
Portuguefe, and among other articles they agreed as the pur^hafe of a ceffation.of 
hofliliiies to difclofe the fite of the filver mines. The Portuguefe, who themfelves are 
by nature fincere, w'ere void of miftrufl: of any treachery on the part of the Caffres, 
though thefe had planned the treaty merely to make the invader's fall into the ambufli 
they were preparing. 

Peace being now concluded by the ..eaty, which ftipulatcd that either party flrould 
regard the other as I'ricnds, and that the Caffres flieuld furniflr the Portuguefe with evqry 
thing neceflary towards thei’' fupport in their intrenchmepts, and provide them with 
trufty guides to direct them in faiety to the mines, and people to aflifl; them in working 
them ; this laft article was the firft which either party prepared to put in execution, 
but efpecially the Caffres, who fought by lulling the Portuguefe into a falfe fecurity to 
cnfnarc them, and appointed among themfelves for eflefting their plan the very day 
they fliould proceed to the mines. The Portuguefe, who took with them on the jour¬ 
ney a hundred and fixty men well armed, coni'equently left but forty for the defence 
of the fort. Trufting to their guides, the expedited party were led into an ambufeade 
where they had to fuftain the fire of four hundred Caffres from their covert in the 
foreft, which effefted the deftrudtion of almoft the whole of the Portuguefe detach* 
ment. The few who el’caped bore the melancholy intelligence to their comradv-s in 
the fort. At firft it was propofed that this fhould be evacuated, as it was much to be 
apprehended that little time could elapfe before it would be attacked, and as j:he 
means of refiftance to the force which they had room to expedt would be employed 
againft them was very far from adequate to the maintenance of the pqft ^ but the 
thought of flying before barbarians, the dread left ji meallire of diis kind fhould be 
imputed to pufillanimity and affix an indelible ftain on theic-iniliiaw chara£ler, induced 
many to di&r from this propofal; and their determination refokwcly to withftand the 
enemy at length prevailed with the whole, who vowed either to avenge their country- 
iaen on the heads of tlie traitors, or perifh in the attempt, 
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In thft mean time the foit was invefted by upwards of four thoufand Caffres. Yet, 
large as was their number, they did not dare to venture an aflault, but contented them- 
felves with blockading the fort. At length the Portuguefe, having exhaufted their 
provifioiis, had only a choice of death left them, and refolved on that which fhould 
be worthy tof their former life; they confequently made a fortie on the enemy, and 
wherever their blows were dealt they carried with them deftruftion ; but overpowered 
at laft by numbers, they fell to a man, felling their lives at a rale fo dear that no blulh 
{hall ftain the cheeks of their countrymen at the remembrance of their cataftrophe. 


CHAP. IV.— Of the barbarsus inhumanity of the Caffres of the vicinage offort Tete, who 

feed on human fteff ; and of the war waged with the Mumbo, who had defpoiled a 

Caffre of his pojfffionsy who was friendly to the Portuguefe. 

BEYOND fort Tete on the oppofite fide of the river Guama there are two nations 
of Caffres, the one denominated Mumbas, the other Zimbas or Muzhnbas ; both the 
one and the other of thefe fubfift on human flefh, and for the purpofe of devouring them 
kill all they meet, whether by fea or land j and when viftitns among ftraiigcrs are 
wanting, they put to death their Haves and the aged, whom they fay are but an 
incumbrance. 

They are deftitute of religion, have neither altars, nor images, nor idols, and no 
other objeft of adoration but their fovereign, who ftylcs himfelf Lord of Heaven and 
Edrth. He on his part is fo perfuaded of poffeffing the dominion he arrogates to him¬ 
felf, that whether he wifhes it fhould rain or ceafe from raining, whether folicitous of 
cooler or warmer weather, fhould the feafons in their courfe be different from his 
inclinations and appear to contradict his will, he madly feeks for vengeance, and im- 
pioufly as vainly ipends his rage in imprecations, and lances his arrow.s at the fky. 
But, on the other hand, the anger which the prince fo fruitlefsly manifcfls againft 
heaven, recoils on himfelf; for his people, witneffing his want of controul over the 
elements, with reafon regard him as an ufurper pretending to rights which he does 
not poffefs : thus is he perpetually placed in danger, not only of forfeiting their opinion 
of his divine nature, and lofing the prefents which they are accuftomed to make on 
addreffmg themfelves to him to obtain what they feek from heaven, but alfo of being 
precipitated from his throne. 

The Portuguefe not only fought opportunities to cftablifli themfelves firmly in the 
country for the promotion of their individual intereffs, they were equally anxious to 
fupport all thofe who were favourable to their caufe. In profecution of this policy, 
/hey efpoufed the quarrel of a Caffre oppreffed by a neighbour of greater authority, 
took up arms in his defence, under the command of the captain of Fort 'I’etd, and, 
eroding the river, marched dired upon Chicaronga, whither the ufurper on their 
putting themfelves in morion had retired. 

They no fooner arrived before than they invefted this-place, and attacked it with 
fuch vigour that this ,Mumbo Caffre who had fix hundred men with him, was obliged 
to quit the qilace and reftore the poffeffions which he had'.unjuftly feized upon, to the 
friend of the Portuguefe. 1 'heie having effeded this objed returned, fhewing by their 
condud not only that they had power to eftablifh their fuperiority, but alfo fufficient 
to maintain the caufe of thofe dependent on them, jund redrefs the grievances they 
j»ight endure from more powerful neighbours. 
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This CafFre had long been accuftomed to make incu/fions on the territories of his 
neighbours, before he was attacked by the Portuguefe; and had become fo arrogant 
and cruel, that he placed over the gate of his fort the heads of all he killei], and kept 
their mangled carcafes in a large room, into whicli all who came to ’'dit him were 
introduced, as well to imprefs them with awe as to drew that his vengeance againft 
thofe who were his enemies did not terminate with their life, but was entailed on the 
corpfes of his viflims. On the defeat of the garrifon, the Portuguefe delivered from 
their drcadftil flavery a number of women and children whom this wretch kept, with 
a number of men, in pens, for the purpofe of killing and eating them in fuccellion, 
according to their general praftice, and carried them v ith him to Port Tetc. As to the 
wretch himfelf, he laved his life by an ignominious liight. 

The example made in this inftance of the Munibo, who loft all his pr perty in the 
fort, was not fiillicient to deter another CaftVe in the vicinage of Sena from defpoiling 
one of his countrymen of his property who was befriended by the Portuguefe. This 
man fled to them, ftating that, on account of his afledion for them and his efpoufing 
their caufe, he had endured the moft cruel treatment, and imploring them to reinftate 
him in the pofleflions of which he had been deprived. The perlbn to whom this 
Cafl'rc addrell'cd himfelf was Andre St. Jago, governor of Sena, who took him under 
his protedion, and promifed to fend lorth a body of troops to countenance the en¬ 
treaty he Ihould make that his enemy would in a friendly manner reftore what he 
had violently ufurped, and in cafe of refufal to effed by force what might be denied 
to milder meafures. 

Andre San Jago- in confequence took the field at the head of his people, with* two 
pieces ot cannon, and advanced againft the oft'ending CaftVe, who was called Mu- 
xhnhas. On appri’achiag the •place in which he was pofted, he found him deaf to 
any friendly propi fit ions, and, when he regarded the firength of the fortifications he 
had thrown up, he repented having (b readily interfered ; and, apprehenfive the fiege 
would be of longer dur.ition than v. .lat had before been fufpecled by him, he con¬ 
verted it into a blockade, awaiting fuccour, for which he fent to the commander of 
Fort I’ete, Fernandez de Cdiares, This officer marched out to join him at the head 
of as ftrong a detachment as he could fpare, but, regarding the enemy with whom they 
had to combat as unworthy of their attention, they proceeded in Itraggling and de¬ 
tached parties, without order, and without the precaution of fending forth fcouts. 
The troops of their antagonill which kept the field, obferving this negiccl of difeipline, 
placed thcmfelves in ambufh in a wood through which they liad to paiV, and while yet 
in the fame diforder attacked them. The commander oi Fort Tetc and his foldiers, 
after Ihewing the utinoft bravery, became the victims of their own imprudence andneg- 
leif, and fell to a man. The barbarous conquerors, not cniuent with the lives 
their enemies, mangled the carcafes of the dead, from which they cut all the limbs and 
head, leaving nothing but the trunk ; after this they fecretly entered the fort. When 
they had joined their companions there, they publiftied the defeat of the enemy by beat 
of drum and fliouts of exultation. The noife lomewhat furprized Andre de San Jago, 
but his allonifliment redoubled when he beheld the troops of Muzimbas marching in 
triumph on the ramparts, each carrying a limb cut from the tiiemy, and on the end 
of a pike the head of the governor of Fort Tet^b At a fight fo melancholy, and 
which deprived him of all hope of fuccour, he was greatly ailli^ ' and determined on 
a filent retreat j but Muzimbas, apprifed of his intention, It .i upon the Portuguefe 
'unexpededly, and completely cut to pieces the rear-guard, killing the commander, 
who on news of the attack had flown to render them afliltance, and whq preferred .ftiaring 

death 
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■death '^th his brave men to farvivlng in a country where nothing but his Uhfortunatft 
defeat could be prefent to his imagination. 

iTie Poitugiicfe on this occafion Hkewife loft Father Nicolas de Rofario, a monk of 
the order of Santo Domingo, who had accompanied the army to fay mafs and admi- 
nifter the facr^ients; but the manner of death of this good father was fo cruel, that 
it may be regarded as a kind of martyrdom 5 for after tying him to a tree, and exer- 
cifing on his body what the moft infamous and brutal paflions alone could fuggeft, they 
killed him by repeated wounds. Muzimbas, deftrous on this occafion of fignalizing 
hiinJ'elf, put on the clerical drefs of the monk, and bearing in one hand the chalice 
and in the other a fpear, marched thus at the head of his troops, who each bore one 
or other of the members of the Portuguefe they had killed, which they ate at a fcalt 
given in honour of their victory: this took place in 1592. 

The fucceeding year Don Pedro de Soula, governor of Mozambico, attempted to 
revenge the death of Andi e de San Jago, and the death of his troops ; but he was un¬ 
fortunate in his expedition, and obliged to retreat, lofing by the way the major part 
of his rear-guard, which was utterly defeated by Muzimb-as, and leaving all his 
baggage and cannon to the conqueror, rendered Itill more arrogant and vain by this 
additional fuccefs. After this Don Pedfo de Soiifa formed an army confifting of 
upwards of fifteen hundred Caftres and two hundred Portuguclc, with which he croflTed 
the river to lay fiege to Muzimbas. On this occafion he invelfed the town in form, 
and caufed it to be attacked at feveral points, at each of which however he met with 
an equally obftinate refiftance; and the Cafl're moreover, by raifing tlpaulenienrs, 
fheltcred his men in fuch a manner that they were very little incommoded by the artillery 
of the Portuguefe. Thefe ^ length determined on carrying the place by aflault, and 
in furtherance of this plan nlled the ditch with fafeinCs, and puflied their lines for¬ 
ward to the very foot of the counterfearp, where they made a lodgement to cover 
themfelves from the failles of the befieged ; but the enemy threw fuch abundance of 
hot water and boiling oil on the Caffres, who were naked, that the major part of 
them were difpirited; and in addition to this annoyance, they made fuch profit¬ 
able ufe of c rtain machines of iron which they ufe for the defence of towns, 
and which, being projedfed with ftrength and precifion, carry death wherever they 
ftvike, that the Portuguefe and the Caffres with them loft the whole day in attempts 
of no avail; at length they founded a retreat in order to drefs the wounded and bury 
their dead. 

On the fucceeding day the general renewed the affault and eredted gabions wliich 
commanded the ramparts of the Zimbas. From this pofition the mufquetry annoved 
the enemy fo feverely, that they at length ofiered to capitulate; but while the articles 
WBe preparing, Muzimbas, as excellent a politician as a warrior, availed himfelf of a 
ftratagem which obliged the Portuguefe to raife the fiege. He counterfeited a number 
of letters from the women of Mozambico and Sena, reprefenting to their hufbands in 
the army of Don Pedro, that their perfons were in extreme peril, owing toinfurredlions 
that had taken place inthofetwo towns ; and conjuring them, if they valued either their 
lives or thole of their cjhihlren, who were in danger of reverting to their priftine flavery, 
(the CaflVes threatening to deftroy both towns), to return to their homes. In thefe let¬ 
ters the moft endearing expreffions v^ere ufed ; and the fuperior claims of kindred and 
affedtion to thofc of mere friendlhip and attachment to the Portuguefe in a caufe which 
muft take long time to bring to iffue were ftrongly infifted upon. They ftated, that 
V'hile they weic profecuting a fiege, which, from the excellent troops and numerous 
refources of Muzimbas, muft neceffarily be long procraftinated, they were sft the crifis 
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of their fate, and that delay might render their affairs irretrievable. The fubftancc of * 
thefe letters being fpread through the camp, the Caffres reprefented to their commander 
the neceflity of flying to the defence of their property and families, promifing at the 
fame time, after avenging themfelves of their enemies, to return and flgn'alize them- 
felves in his fervice. Don Pedro de Soufa, who had no means of enforcing obedience 
nor of preventing their abandoning him, was fain to allow their departure j and hav¬ 
ing now but two hundred men left with him, determined on railing the fiegc. Muzlm- 
bas, however, who reckoned much on the fuccefs of his llratagcm, and had already 
prepared his meafurcs, caui'ed the rear of the Portuguefe to be attacked in a narrow de¬ 
file, and, cutting it in pieces, and making himfelf malL '■ of all the baggage and artillery, 
returned triumphant to his fortrefs. 

Still placing a due value on the prowefs of the Portuguefe, Muzimbn? rcioived to 
prevent the renewal of a war which might terminate in his ruin, deprecated the refent- 
ment of the Portuguefe, and entered into treaty for peace; the articles of which, after 
much difputc, were concluded, Muzimbas agreeing to reftore the ufurped pofleflions 
of the Calire, which had originated the war, to the right owner. 


CHAP. V .—The Army of Muzimbas being aiigmenlcd to Fifteen thoufand Men, he ob¬ 
tains poffiffion of the IJland (2ititoa by fiicans of information given him by a Moor, 
whom he caitfes to be punijhcd according to his deferts. 

THE Portuguelc, thunder-flruck at the feverc check their forces had received,.now 
occupied themfelves in placing their army on fuch a footing as fliould enable them to 
take fignal vengeance for the treachery which Muzimbas had ufed in furprifing their 
men on raifing the fiege of his fortrefs. But this wary enemy, forefeeing their inten¬ 
tions, made new levies, and by holding out to his fubjccts and neighbours, that the 
object of life with brave men flioui.' be the acquifition of glory, and the rendering 
themfelves formid'-ble upon earth, by flattering them with fuccefs, and above all with 
a rich booty, he fucceeded in caufiiig numy to take up arms, and tins the more readily 
from the Caflres, an idle race, in general preferring the eafe and plenty ufually attend, 
ant on a warlike life to the toil of peaceful occupations. With his firlt levies he made 
incurfions on the territories of his neighbours, whofe wives and children were killed 
and eaten, or made flaves by his troops, and by his numbers, and by his depre¬ 
dations, he fpread fuch general confternation, that the chief of the inhabitants con¬ 
tiguous to his pofl'effions, to efcape fmiilar injuries, and that they might participate 
in the fpoil of others, flocked to join his ftandard in fuch numbers, that he found 
himfclf at length at the head of an army of fifteen thoufand men, unrcftriclcd by 
difeipline from any licentioufnefs whatfoever, provided they continued laithful to flis 
orders. 

This ambitious charafter, feeing that every, thing gave way before him, determined 
on laying fiege to the ifland Quitoa*, trufting he fliould readily obtain poircflion ^of it, 
and intending to give it up to pillage, the more to attach his troops and render them 
hearty in his fervice. Nolboner had he conceived the defign, loan he haftened to put 
k in execution; but the tide being too high to admit of his embarking his troops, he 
contented himlelfwith wafting the country adjacent’to the idaiid, < lofnig all communi¬ 
cation between the ifland and the main, and commencing a blockade. The inhabitants 

• Between the mouths of the rivers Quitoa and Quifima, north of Cape Del Gudo. Eng. Tran.'. 

8 • who 
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' who defended the place w'creToon made acquainted with the intentions of Muzimbas, to 
whofe dominion they wore adverfe, and which they were refolved on avoiding at the peril 
of their lives ; but a moor who was among them, calculating the hazard of a w^arfare with 
this chief,'refolved on I'acrificing to his own faf'ety and fortune both the lives and liber¬ 
ties of his counfrynien. In this view he fwara acrofs the arm of the fea which feparated 
them from the army of Muzimbas, to whom he caufed to be communicated, that he 
had a fecroi of importance to impart, which concerned materially his prefent intentions : 
this was fuflicient to infure his introduftion; Muzimbas was anxious to fee him, and 
ordered him inllantly to be ufliered to his prefence. When before him, after a low 
bow he addrefl'ed him in the following terms: I prefent myfelf before you, great 
“ general, who are the firft conqueror of this country, and who fo well defert'e to be 
“ its inafter. Apprifed of your intention of turning your arms againft the ifland Ouitoa 
“ where I refide, and apprehenfive the refiftance of the forces it contains, which arc 
“ determined to defend the ifland, might retard its conquefl and the pleafure I fiiould 
“ feel at becoming your fubjeff, I have encountered the dangers of the fea to offer you 
my fcrvice with heart and hand, and to lay open to you a way by which the ifland 
may be entered, as it is not equally well protetled on all fides, and efpecially as on 
thofe where it is prefumed you mean to make your attacks ; and as I am well fatis- 
“ fied, by following my inftrudtions, that you will fpeedily make yourfelf mafter of the 
“ ifland, I entreat protedion for myfelf and all belonging tome, in our perfunsand our 
“ property, w'hich latter I leave to your generofity to augment at pleafure when you 
lhall be our fovereign.” 

Muzimbas, highly gratified by this offer, received the traitor with much kindnefs, 
prorhifed iiim all he required, and even greater rccoinpenfe than his moft ardent expec¬ 
tations led him to anticipate. The enterprize was carried into eflect under favour of 
night, when the Moor placed himfelf at the head of the troops, and guided them to the 
fecret pal's in perfect fafety. So flill was the march, that the ftntinels, who did not ex- 
ped an attack in this diredion, were plunged in fleep, and configned to death, together 
with more than three thoufand inhabitants, who ferved the cannibals for food during 
the pillage of the town. 

Such was the ravage and fuch were theexcefles committed by the army in Quitoa, that 
the whole population was exterminated, and the only family left was that of the traitor who 
had introduced the enemy, and who flattered hiinftlf with receiving an ample foriune. 
Muzimbas, who knew how to proportion his rewards to the merit of fervices received, 
folicitous of delaying no longer thofe which the Moor had earned, caufed him at 
length to be fummoned to his prefence. T he traitor now expecled nothing lei's than 
that he fhould be appointed governor of the place, and loaded with gifts; he con- 
fequently collected the whole of his family to be witnefs of his glory, and of the fecurity 
aRd opulence its different members were about to acquire. 

Approaching Muzimbas they fell at his feet, imploring his favour and prc^teclion, 
and enlarging on the good fortune of the Moor, their relative, who had been enabled 
to allift his righteous caufe, they entreated him in the humblefl manner to regard them 
as tHfc moll faithful among his fubjedts. On this Muzimbas, in whom nature had 
implanted feniiinents <>f honour as well as a cruel difpofition, who, like Alexander, 
could hug the treafon while he abhorred the traitor, cafl a terrible look upon them, and 
addrtfling the Moor, faid : “ Leam, wretch, learn hence, that a conqueror like me 
“ nr.iy avail himfelf of the perfidy of traitors like yourfelf, but is incapable of coun- 
“ lenancing or rewarding it. in courfe of time I fhould, by the valour and intrepidity 
“ of my army, have fucceeded in my obie£t, without having recourfe to the fuccour I 
. lo “derived 
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derived from you, and which I merely accepted to fpard the blood of my foldiers. 
“ The advantage of having by your means obtained on our part a bloodlefs viclory has 
“ hitherto reftrained my refentment at your treafon : you have had a lircatl ,r;g time ; 
“ it is fit now that I fliould manifefi; my indignation and horror at fuch a Tnonfter ; I 
“ condemn you therefore together with your family to be, calf into the fea‘, efieetning 
all of you alike unworthy to ferve as a meal for my foldiers, fearing left; the perfidy 
“ of your nature Ihould have communicated a venomous quality to your flcfli and blood.” 
Thefe words were pronounced by Muzimbas with lo much vehemence and paffion, 
.that the guards about him, whom he direfted to put his v b in execution, immediately 
followed his orders, and gave the bodies of the whole to die waves. 

After the deftruftion of Quitoa, and the death of him who had pre 'pi; a ;d if not 
occafioned its ruin, Muzimbas marched againfl theifland A'lombaza, which lie conceived 
incapable of refifling his arms: but the 'lurks, who fiifpcfled his inieniions. had previous 
to his arrival difpatchcd four galleys with fuccours for its relief, and by means of this 
were enabled to arreft his progrefs, and prefent on the dificrcni occafions of their join¬ 
ing battle a very formidable front. 

In the mean time a fleet belonging to the Portuguefe accidcritally arrived ofl'Mombaza; 
thofe on board, till their arrival, having no intelligence ol what was palling. They 
profited by the circumftances of the time, and fuccecdcd in beating the one and refift- 
ing the other ; tor they defeated and captured the galleys of the 'rurks, and entered 
Mombaza viddorioufly in view of the army of Muzimbas on the oppofitc bank of the 
river. Thi.s chief, unable to comprehend by what means fuccel's fo complete and fo 
prompt could have been obtained, exclaimed that the Portuguefe were truly the gods 
both of fta and land ; and thcnccldrt!) Jie fought their alliance and friendfliip. 'Phis 
exploit was tllefled by the brave general 'I'liomas de Soulii. * 

Shortly alter, a treaty of peace was concluded between the Portuguefe and Muzlmba.s, 
to whom the Ibinier gave up the town of ^ lombaza, which he laid in ruins. Afterwards 
he proceeded againft the capital of Melinda, which he reckoned upon taking with eafe ; 
but a fiiccour ol three thouland men having been thrown into die place Ly certain CalFres 
called Molfcquios, Muzimbas, who had already efieded a lodgment on one of the 
balUons, was repulfed. Encouraged by this fuccefs, the garrifon made a fally, and com¬ 
pletely overthrew the army of Muzimbas ; the major part b'eing put to the fword, a 
fmall vellige only fucceeding in reaching their homes by dilperfuig in every diredion, 
and thus avoiding the fury of the Caffres. 


CHAP. VI. — The Moors of the JJland St. Lawrence, as well as thofe of Mo'zambico, 

rebel againfl the Portuguefe. 

THE ifland of St. Lawrence is fituate oppofite to thar Ethiopia of which I have already 
given a defeription ; it is three hundred leagues in length by eighty in breadth, and is 
ieparated from the main by a channel fixty leagues broad at its 'larrowctl part. It w'ds 
difeoveredin 1506 by the expedition under ihetom man d of that fame. scaptainTriftun tie 
Cunha onits paflage to the Indies, and the firft landing happening on tho anniverlary the 
martyrdom of St. Lawrence, it received his name, though previouily ii > as called by the 
inhabitants Madagafcar. 'Phis country abounds in allkindsof vegc. oles, rice, millet, 
and a great variety of roots fo pleafant to the talte as to form a piincipal part of the food 
of the inhabitants through great part of the year j here alfo are feeii a number of orange 
and lemon trees, and abundance of fugar canes. 

VOL. XVI. 4 z During 
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During the government of George de Menefles in Mofambico, the Moors rofe 
againft the Portuguefe, and refufed any longer to admit them into their ports, ftating, 
they hin'dered them from difpofing of the growth of their own foil; this, however, • was 
merely a pretext to oblige the Chiiftians, againft whom their hatred was implacable, to 
leave the country. 

George de Menefles, who knew of the reluctance of the Moors to their fettling in this 
country, notwithftanding this reluftance determined on eftablifhing a fettlemeut of the 
Portuguefe; and caufing a velTcI of war to be well manned and equipped, failed direft 
to the ifland with the intention of waging war with them in cafe the Moors Ihould oppofe. 
his views and deny a refidence in the country, or the freedom of commerce to the 
Portuguefe ; and determining to place a factor there with ten foldiers and two monks 
to adrninifter the Sacrament to them. 

The Moors, intimidated by the arrival of this fhip, attempted to excufe their rebellion, 
and pretended that the fomenters of it had been rigoroufly punifhed, as a proof of their 
defire of living on a friendly footing with the Portuguefe. 'I'hefe however, not trulling 
to their profieflions, propofed to leave, as they bad planned, a fmall garrifon behind them. 
Before their departure, however, fomc mifimderfianding taking place among the foldiers 
of which the garrifon was compofed, they fcverally embarked and returned to Mozam- 
bico, leaving on the ifland Father Thomas alone, a monk of the order of Santo Do¬ 
mingo. 

Immediately after the failing of this vcfl'el an Arab Ihip arrived from Mecca, the 
crew of which, on hearing oftheaflumed fovereignty of the Portuguefe over the inhabit¬ 
ants, took vengeance on Father fhomas, who had remained and occupied himfelf in 
preaching the gofpel. They confcquently, in a beverage which they prefented, ad- 
minidered poifon to him<{ he fufpeefed indeed their bad intentions, but drank the 
draught in pcrtecl refignatlon to the Almighty \viil, and quickly after experienced its 
mortal cfl'ects. 

The Portuguefe, afl'ecled at the treatment the good Father experienced from his 
treacherous hods, and juftly offended with them, refolved on avenging, with their own, 
the cauie of Heaven ; they accordingly returned the next year to the ifland and laid it 
walle, afterwards failing back to Mozambico, where they had fcarcely arrived before a 
vtffel from Mecca was fhlpwi'ccked on their coad, and atfordeJ them a new objed ot 
plunder. 

'J his year vs as fertile in treachery, the Moors afting with perfidy towards the Portu¬ 
guefe in one of the idands contiguous to that of Comoro, which ferves as a retreat 
lor all the outcalfs and feoundrelsoflhe country. 

George Mened'es, governor of Mozambico, fenta veffcl to this ifland of Mazabangeii 
'for the purpofc of taking in refreflmicnts ; but the captain, deeming it imprudent to 
venture on landing without fird fending intimation of his defign to the king of the 
illand, dil'palchecl for the purpofc ttvo. Moors acquainted with the language of the coun¬ 
try, with orders to requed permilHon’to land, and to date that the veffel was from 
f'ortugal, and that they looked for nothing but what they meant to pay for. The king, 
who profeffed amify, protnifed to furnifli them with whatever they might require, and 
obferved that hisM'ubjcds as well as himfelf would feel themfelvcs happy in fupplying 
them with what their means afforded, as he regarded the Portuguefe as their good 
friend:; and allies. , ^ 

I’hc Portuguefe were gratlded at meeting with fo courteous a reception; at the fame 
time fhey kept themfclves on their guard againd furpril'e on the part of people, on whole 

finccrity and cundu£t they had little ground of reliance. Nor were they in the wrong 

ill 
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in tills caution, as was proved by the event; for they learnt* by a young man belonging 
to the ifland, who fwam to their fliip, that fhortly after the departure of their inefTengers, 
the “king gave directions to his people, immediately upon their landing, r, fall upon 
the Poituguefc, feize their Ihip, and by fueh an example deter the Chri Llans from 
again venturing to his iflaiul. 

'I’lie people on hoard the fhip difl'cred in opiiuon refpe£ting the degree of credit to 
be given to the teflimony of this man, fomo looking upon it as a mere invention, and 
regarding him in the light oi a fpy ; they thereftme kept him on board : but, in older 
to remove tlieir doubts, tiicy lent afliore a felucca, an had ample roafon to repent 
their increJuliiY, lor jiart of the crew were murdcrc.., the refi, elcaping rnerely by 
throwing tiiemlcives into the fea. The Poiiugnefc were anxious tlia' (he fantc man 
who had come on hoard flioalJ return to t!ie iiland, that he might eominue to give 
them infonmuitTij refpeding what was pilling there ; hut, I'eparate from Ins dirniclina- 
tion to incur tlie danger he rnoiilJ in trulling himfelf again in their ha'oJ :, he was as 
much averfe from his qmnrrvmcn as he was partial to llic Chrillians, the number of 
whom he Ihorily after increafed, becoming a member of the order of Santo Domingo, 
among the fathers of which order he lived in a very exemplary manner for many 
years. 

CHAP. VII. — Of the three feourges with ^ohieb God afjlidcd the Ethiopians. — Of ibt 
Ufes to which Manna and Cocoa arc put., and whre they are jound. 

THE cruellies excrcifed by Muziinbas, occafioncd him to be eltccmed one of the 
fcourges of God, wdio ultimately punilhed this prince with the annihilation of his army; 
lor he lent Inch iinincnfe Hights of loculls into the country, that when on the wing they 
darkened the day ; and wheti they ah’e ' ed they devoured fo completely all the flowers 
of tlie held and cverx- defeription of verdure, even to the roots, that the eartii feemed 
as il ravaged with lire; the coniequence was, lb great a fcarcii) M grain and corn 
throughout tlie whole of Ethiopia, that a general famine prevailed. 

The Callres fold their children for a meafurc of millet, and even delivered them- 
felves up to flavery, lliat tliey miglit have wherewithal to eat; and thofe whole cireum* 
llances w'ere mean, waged war with the others for the purpofe of devouring ihem^. 

The 

* Ilillor)' furniflier- many molatu lioly c^amplos of the extremes to which dilTcrer.. nations have occafion- 
aliy lieen reduced tiy famine, !uit nmoi.g the molt affliiting of theie inllaiice.'i, no one perhaps exceeds that 
which is related ns the lel'nlt of the l..ihire of tlio overflowing of the Nile, in the yenr of the Hejira 59;, 
eomnuiicing in OeUiber 1 r.oo. The hotrifalc picture is given by Abd-Allatif, an Arabian pliylicinn oi, 
great elleeni, vvhofe v.iluablc worl. refpeitiug h'-gypt has been driill'd in (eveial of the languages of Europe, 
and has lately, with notes which dilpiay imhoniideJ jjntienec and toil, and at the fame time the deepelt 
erudition, heon pulilifhed anew, through the medinin of Uje imperial preis at i’mis, by M. Sylvefter de S.iC”, 
under the title of “ Kelation de I’Egypte par Abd-Allatif, Earis 18 to.” Tlie n.irnitive, as it wiil in all 
probability be new to the Knglilli readi-r. as it alfords a eiirious fpecimen of tlie yVrab flvle of that pe.«od/> 
IS of undoubted truth, and prefents a pieluie, liowever horrible, yet fo liigliiy e.\lr..ordinary, is in part fub- 
joined. 

“ In this hale of things, the year 5:97 (beginning Of’ober 1200-1) announf'.'d nfelf ns a monftcr whofe 
“ fury war. about to annihilate all the rclources of life, and cvo.>y means ol -.ubldl. nee. All hope of a 
“ rifing of the Nile wins abandoned, and, in confcquencc. the price of every arti !• .. produce was increafed 

coiiliderably ; the provinee.s were parelied with drought ;«lhe inhabitanl.s io". f.'.-.v inevitable fc.ircity ; and 
“ the dread of famiim occafioncd much tumult. Thole who dwelt in the cotintry withdrew to the chief 
“ towns of the provinces ; oiatiy among tliem emigrated to Syria, Magrcb, Hedjaz, and Yemen, whe e 
" they dilperfe l theinfelves in every diredtion, as hirmerly tlie children of Saba. Infinito multitude.^ fought 
“ refuge in the cities of Mifr and Cairo, where to the molt frightful dearth was joked as terrible a mor- 

4 z 2 ' . talitjr 
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The lafl: plague was the Vmall-pox, wJiich carried ofF thofe whom famine and the 
fword had (pared, for none who were afflifted with this deftruftive malady efcaped. 

“ tality : for, on the fun entering the conftellation of the Ram (March 1201), the atmofphere became in- 
“ feAcd, and f pclUIcntial and deftrudtive contagion began to be manifeft. The poor, ftarving with hunger, 
“ fatisficd its cravings with the vilcii refufe—dogs, human carcafes, and carrion, nay even the very cxcre* 
“ inenis of man and animals. They went even further, and devoured young children. It was not unufual 
“ to Airprife individuals with infants roafted or boiled. The captain of the city guard caufed to be burnt 
“ alive thofe perfons who were guilty of thefe crimes, as well as thofe detedlcd in eating fuch meat. 

'* 1 myfelf faw a fmall infant roalled, in a bafltot. It was carried before the provoll, together with a 
“ man and woman, faid to be the p.ircnts of the child ; the provoft condemned tlicm to the flake. 

“ When the poor firft began to feed on human flefh, the hoiTor and wonder excited by fuch unufual 
“ repafts, occaliuned it to be the theme of coaverfation every where; but afterwards people weri; fo 
“ accuftoraeJ to it, and indeed conceived fo much liking for thefe dctcttable viands, that they became a 
“ general and common food, were’ealen as a treat, ami (lore of them was kept for future need: different 
“ modes of curing and cocking fuch meat were invented ; and the cutlom once itilrddnccd in the city, 
“ fpread to the provinces, A* that no part of hgypt remained in wliicli Ai.'h prattiees were unc(,mmon. 
“ Wonder at fuch a relourcc now ceai’ed ; the horror it firll i\>fpireJ entirely vauillied ; and it was no 
“ longer fpoken of other than as an iadifferent and ordinary matter.” • 

After a recital of many fhockitig example,: of individuals laying in wait to deftroy children and others 
incapable of defence, that they might fupport nature by fuch unnatural yet only remaining means; of mothers 
devouring their ehildreu ; hufbatids and wives their companions, and children their parents ; of which cafes 
he was modly an cyc-witnefs, Abd-Allatif proceeds: 

“ One matter we fhall notice for its having been frequently before us : At Mifr, at Cairo, and in the 
iiei/i.bourhig towns, wherever we turned our fteps, the eye was perpetually difgufted with the affliiluig 
" 'ce.'e ofacorpfe, or an Individual at the laft gafp, and oftentimes of numbers in this condition. At 
C airo ( fpecially, the dead daily carried to the place of fepulchre were from one to Avc hundred. At 
•* iMifr the ravage of death was without bounds, and defied calculation ; the dead were not buried ; the 
“ living contented tlicrnfelvcs with calling them without the walls : nay, towards the end, the furvivors 
” we.c too few to be able even to remove the corpfes which were feen lying in the fquares, in the paffages 
“ between the hoiifes and the fhops, and even on the floors in the houfes. And oftentimes by the lidc 
“ of a body banging in flrips, were feen a cook, a butcher, and people of limilar profclBons. 

“ Of the burglis and villages, all the inliabitants perifhed, except thofe who had been able to remove to 
•' other parts. Scarcely, even from this llatcment can be excepted the capitals of provinces and the larger 
“ villages; for e.\ample Kous, AfehmonneVn, Mahalleh, and others of Amilar magnitude ; and in thefe even 
” the number of furvivors was c.xtremely fmall. Oftentimes a traveller palled through a cbiiAderable 
” village without Anding a Angle pcrion alive : the houfes he f.iw all open, and in them only the corpfes 
” of thofe by whom they had been inhabited ftrelchcd on the floor oppofltc to each other, fotne in a ilate 
“ of corruption, and otliers but newly dead; and frctfuently moveables abounded, with none to claim 
” poflefiion. 

» »»« <• from Egypt to Syria, by the teAimnny of iiumerou.s witnclTes, refembled an immenfe 

" fleld fown with corpies, or rather a field .through wliich tlic reaper had paffed ; it ,bad become, as it 
" were, a banqueting lioufe for birds and beads, wliicli preyed upon their flefh ; and the dogs, which 
“ thi'fe emigrants had made the p-irlii rs of their flight, w. re the firll to devour their bodies. 

**** “ People of free condition were fold. * * * J\ young girl might be purcliafcd for a few piecw of 
“ filver. . I myfelf was offered two maidens, net yet of the age of puberty, for a liiiglc piece of gold ; 
‘•^aiid on another occalioii I faw two females, one of them yet a rnaiii, whom the crycr offered for fale for 
“ eleven pieces of filver. One woman alfo came to me and propofed to fell me her own daughter, of 
“ fome bvaiily and ilill a girl, for five pieces of (Mver. On my reprefeiitiiig that fuch traffic was contrary 
“ to law, ‘ 'J'ake het then,’ flic exclaimed, ‘ as a free gift.’ *** 

*** ” Villages which before contained a popttlation of ten tlioufind, now became fo many defcrts, in 
\hicli at times a few draggling beings might be found, and in which at others not one C'>uld be 
“ feen. The major pari of the city Mifr was wholly depopulated ; the houfes on the canal, the drccl of 
“ the Pond, Maks, Haleb, and the neighbouring places were entirely dcpeopled, though previoufly there 
“ was not on'e of thefe fuliurhs but in populadon might ve with tyties. At Cairo, even the palaces, 
‘‘ houfc.s, and fhops in the bed qiiartcss of the city, and in its very heart, are moll of them tcnantlefs 
“ and fileiit; to fuch extent indeed, that in one of the mod thickly peopled pans there is an hotel con* 
“ AUiiig of fifty lodgings, in which, if four be excepted, the whole are empty, and thefe four are tenanted 
“ mciL-ly by perfons to preferve the h >t . 1 . The inhabitants of this once great tity at the prelent time ufe 
IK) Ollier w'. od for fuel for their kitchens and ovens than the timber of the roofs of heufes, doot- 
polls, and feiicef.” Rook 11 , Chap. 2. Page 360 to 374.—Eng. Trans. 
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The pofitlon of the ifland Mozambicpis detrimental t» the vifion of the inhabitants j 
for, from the ihftant the fun fets till it rifes the fucceeding morn they diftinguilh nothing-, 
becoming as it were blind till the great eye of the world re-illuminating the earth dif- 
perfcs darknefs and reftores them fight; what however is remarkable, tais accident is 
peculiar to this ifland, for out of it the human fight is not fubjed to thi^ extraordinary 
eclipfe *. 

In the ifland Delgado, fertile and produftive of almofl: every thing, manna, formed of 
the dew from heaven, falls on certain trees, on which it is found in maffes in a con¬ 
gealed ftate, like hut not equally hard as fugar-candy. 

d he inhabitants lay up for their confumption a onfiderable flock of this article, 
and fell a ftill greater quantity, as on their part they are unacquainted with a- y other 
medicine, ufing it as a purgative ; to their knowledge of its aperient property are we 
indebted for its introdudion into the materia medica of Europe. 

With refpeft to the manner in which the cocoa nut is produced, authors feem to 
differ : fome imagine it the fruit of a tree which grows at the bottom of the ocean, 
which is only detached by the aflion of the water in great tempefts, and afterwards 
cafl on different fhores by the waves. 

Others again efleem it to grow on a kind of palm-tree, of terreftrial and not fub- 
marine produdion, the branches of which extend wide, and preferve its fruit in fuch 
a perfed ftate as to make it the moft efteemed and ufeful upon earth, its flefh being 
favoury and the water of it fo delightful that our fineft liquors fcarcely can enter into 
competition. 

When the cocoa has attained its full fize, it is large as a man’s head, efpeciallywhen 
cnconipafled in its external coat; a coat fimilar to our chefnuts in its pofition, but of 
different texture. From the fibres of this outward coat, facking is made, fails, and cover¬ 
ings for houfes; beneath this coat iff a texture of filaments of finer quality-, of which 
linen is made, and cordage and caHes for fhipping; and under this is the fhell of the 
cocoa, of confiderable hardnefs, wnich is ufed for firing, and its finer parts for beads 
for rofaiies and other works. 

After tlijs fhell is taken off', the fruit appears, which diff'ers from our Michaelmas 
peach only in colour, being of the fame fize, but extremely white, and of moft de¬ 
licious flavour. « 

Within the hollow nut Is a fweet liquor, as refrefhingly cool in its nature as the nut 
itfelf is heating. When it is wifhed to extract this water without breaking the nut, a 
hole is bored through the top of it, at one of three indents which prefent the fiinilitude 
of a monkey’s countenance. Individuals, anxious for the prdervation of the fliell, 
either as a curiofity, or for the ufe to which it is applicable, faw it 'hrough the middle, 
and make cups of it to drink out of. What is remarkable, tiiis (ruit continins. tjer- 
fedlly frefh and good as long as the liquor yj-ithin is retained j but when it lofes this, it 
becomes dry and good for nothing. 

' The former part of this ftatement is correft ; witliin the torrid zone the twilight is fcarcely ^erc^- 
tlblc, owing to the promptitude with which the fun pafles the few u.-gi'ccs rcquifite before the refraSiion 
of its rays ceafes, when dark night begins. This fingnlariiy, to an individn..i coming from higher latitudes, 
where the twlight is always of lont'.er duration, and of unn niiited contiiuiance durintf’part of the year, 
never fails ot exciting notice within the tropics. The alTertion that the iuddeii fm ceffion of darknefs to 
light is not experienced out of the ifland of Mo/.amUico, is no otherwile < ■■ be accounted for than by 
fyppofing the author meant to fay, inftead of “ out,” north of the ifland ain- -..ithout the tropicsefpecially 
as at Sofala lie mu.ft have obferved the fame appearances,—J^ ng. TiiAti!;,. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. yiU. — Of the Mode of taking Elephants ; and an Account of a Hunter who died 

upon one he had killed. 

I 

THE number of elephants in this country is prodigious, fo much fo indeed that the 
inhabitants are obliged to purfue and make frequent hunting courles after them, to 
preferve from their ravage the lands they fow \vit!i rice and iniUa, in which lands 
thefe animals generally commit great walle ; when, however, the chacc is inadequate to 
the fufficient redu£Hon of the elephants, fnares are made for them, after the fame 
manner as- in dill'erent parts of the Continent is done for wolves ; when a Caffre dif- 
covers that an elephant has fallen into his toils, he alfembles his friends and relatives, 
that they may partake of the fport and confeqnent fcaft. 

Had not the Cafl'res the inducement for purfuing tiie elephant, which arifes from 
the neceflity of protecting their property, they vrould yet have fullicient in the be¬ 
nefit they derive from their capture, feeing its flelh ferves them for food, and its 
teeth are an objed of confiderable tradic. Indeed tvith them tVie i kphant is eltcemcd 
of great value; fo much, that one being obtained perfedly wiii'c, many [uiuces of 
the furrounding country waged war for the pofieflion of tlie valuildc animal; but 
it was ultimately adjudged to the loi d of the foil on which it was taken, as a ma¬ 
norial right. 

The Caflres, aware of the rifk incurred in hunting elephants, endeavour commonly 
to come upon them wlien they fleep, which they are enabled to do on account of 
their difcoverirfjt themfelves by iheir fnoring fo loud as to be heard all over the country ; 
when, getting as near to them as they are able, they lance a javelin into their body ; 
this awakening them, occafions, in proportion to their agitation, a Ids or greater efl'ufiou 
of blood, and oftentimes their death; for they frequently fall upon the javelin, wiiicli 
in confequence is plunged deeper into their bodies. Many authors deferibe a diiilrent 
inode of taking this animal: .according to thefe, the elephant after it has pafled three 
years old never lies down to fleep, but leans in taking repofe againfl a tree, .the trunk 
of which at this time is cut near the root, and the tree in falling encui^btrs anil kills 
the elephant. Were fuch the truth, ivory would &e ftill dearer than it is, and far more 
rare ; tor the danger of this inode of hunting would deter many who now purfue the 
animal in view of enriching themfelves with its fpoils. 

Two Caffres happening once to wound as many elephants but very flighdy, were, 
on account of the fall of night, unable to follow the trace of them ; the next d.iv they 
returned to the chace in hopes of finding them dead ; but their wounds not being con¬ 
siderable, they had craverfed a great diilance, and were tracked by ilieir blood : the 
hunters at length difeovered them, one of tl^d’e elephants had gone into a river, and 
with its trunk was throwing water over the other, this was lying on the iiank, and in 
confequence the huntfrncii concluded it was dead. Approaching now fonunvliat nearer 
than was prudent, to the iiving one in the water, this elephant feized one eif the two 
hunters with his trunk, apd calf him with fuch violence on the btidy of the elcad elephant 
as to deprive hkn of life, thus avenging the death of his comrade by that of the perfon 
by whom it was occafioned. 

Hillciry is foil of fmiilar anecdotes, which proye that this animal, though buried in 
matter, polTdil’cs reafon in a lupcrior degree te> any other upon earth. 

It is related, t> at at Goa, a capital city in the Indies, there was an elephant nick¬ 
named Pcrico (or the fot) on account of its predilection for wine. It was accuftomed 
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to halt before the door of the different taverns, and never quit its ftation until a quan¬ 
tity of wine was poured into its trunk} and if, which fometimes happened, any one 
out of joke gave it money, it carried it to tjjie heft tavern, and readily diffinguiflied bad 
from good wine; fo that indeed thofe who frequented thefe wine houies, were ufed 
always to afk for the elephant’s wine. 

The viceroy of the Indies, in the year 1600, fent as a prefent to the king of Spain 
an elephant which readily comprehended whatever was laid to it in the Italian and Por- 
tuguefe languages j at leaH: it never refufed any thing required of it in either of thofe 
tongues; it appeared fond of mufic, and would beat time to a tune with its trunk 
and whenever its guide, delirous of teaching it a .y thing, fcolded this elephant or 
exprefled diffatisfaflion, one might perceive a lenfibdity in it, and that it w^' - affeded. 
by the reproaches it received, and uneafy till its mailer feemed to be reconciled.- 


I-IISTORY OF EASTERN ETHIOPIA. 

BOOK III. 

Of the isi.ands off the coast of melinda ; the wars of the Portuguese 

WTTH THE MOORS ; AND THEIR SUCCESSES, AS WEEI, IN FIGHTING WITH THESE, 

AS THE TURKS, WHO CAME TO THEIR ASSISTANCE. 

CflAP. I. — Of the Iflands off the Coajl of Melinda: Pimbo^ Lamo, Patta ; their Re- 
hellion againjl the Porlugucfc, and the Manner in which they were puniffed. 

AFI’ER having in the former books fpoken of the major part of that Ethiopia 
which begins at Cape Carrientes, .nd extends to Cape Delgado, (a fpace of more than 
three hundred leagues, all of which is comprifed within the jurifdidlion of the Cap¬ 
taincy General of Mozainbico), I fliall dole the hiftory of the cortinent with an account 
of the countries and kingdoms extending from Cape Delgado to Egypt and the Red 
Sea, which form the limits of this Ethiopia ; and, refuniing the thread of-this hiftory, 
take a tour through the iflands of the coaft of Melinda, and fpeak of the kings of 
this part of the world who are tributary to the Portuguefe. 

The captain of Mozainbico, the mailer of all this country, oftentimes purchafes 
dearly the honour of governing it, having to prefide over nations diflering in manners 
no Id's than in language. 

On the north is the extenfive kingdom of the Munimigi, conipofed of pagans and 
favages, who pay tribute to their fovereign of conliilerable amount, and proportioned 
to the revenue they derive from their goli^mines in the kingdom of Gorage. 

Thefe people are univorfally forcerers, and I'o well comprehend the art and praDice. 
of witchcraft that they are capable of Haying even the adivity of lire, voluntarily throw¬ 
ing themfelves into the inidft of a burning pile without receiving the flightelV injury, 
and all the while convcrfing with thofe round the pyre, thi'^. clearly evincing the in¬ 
efficacy of the flames to.tonfume them. 

This kingdom is environed by many others beVmging to Prtiler John, * denominated 
by his fubjeds Azeque, a word commenfurate with Erapcroi 

* The Emperor of Abyffiiiia, il is well known, was long cHftinguiftied by the title of Prefter John. The 
origin of this title has been varioiifly given, and many abfurd opinions of its etymology have been uubliflied. 
According to Bruce, it is derived from the common exclamation with which this;aionarcli is S Jaiud on hia 
appearing in public ; Rcte.o Jan Hoi •, O king, render jultkc!— -Eng. Trans, 

. On 
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^ 0 n leaving the territory of Gorage, proceeding towards the well is the province of 
d’ouchet inhabited by pagan fubjefts of Prefter John. A gold mine difcoveied in this 
cpijntt'y i§ fo. rich, thjt when the fun fliincs on it, open as it is to the day, the fplendor 
which it irradiates, dazzles the eye; it is even forbidden any one to approach it; and 
the gold hithertp Iw-ought from the country is obtained from other mines. The ore is 
fo rich, that two parts in three confifl of pure gold, though this is of a quality fo infe¬ 
rior to tlie bell, as to be rated at only half its value. 

The kingdom on the weft, abounds not only in go^d mines, but alfo in horfes, 
mules, and cotton cloths. The Prefter John receives annually a tribute from this king¬ 
dom, of three hundred head of cattle, and as many horfes, as well as three hundred 
ounces of gold, valued at thirty-fix franks (3 ofh*) per ounce. 

Bordering on this kingdom, is that of I^amut a, which extends as far as the equi¬ 
noctial line. It is inhabited by pagans, tributary to the Prefter John, This country 
is likewife very produdive; but as it yields no iron, that metal is bought at its weight 
in gold, which is very common. Salt likewife is exceedingly rare, and very dear; 
being brought to this country from the kingdom of Dambia, and the province of Bel- 
gada. Oftentimes a flave is purchafed for five 01 fix lumps of fait of four pounds weight. 

In the neighbourhood of Damuta is a province in which the women are fo much 
addicted to war and hunting, that they conftantly go armed. When contention fails 
in their neighbourhood, they purpofely excite quarrels among themfelves, that they 
may exercife their fkill and courage, and neither the one be impaired nor the other be 
relaxed by idlenefs. They are much more daring than the men of the country, and, 
that they may have no impediment to the proper exercife of the right arm, they are 
accuftomed, while their daughters are young, to fear the bread of that fide with a hot 
ii^n, and thus wither it and prevent its growth. 

Moft of thefe women are more occupied with warfare than the management of domeftic 
affairs, whence they rarely marry, and live as formerly did the Amazons of Scythia. 
Where by chance any enter the marriage ftate and have children, they take charge of 
them no longer than till they are weaned, after which they fend them to their fathers 
to be brought up. But the chief of them imitate the example of their queen, who lives 
in a ftate of perpetual virginity, and is regarded as a deity by her fubjeCts ; nay, even 
all the fovereigns, whofe territories are adjacent to hers, pride themfelves in living with 
her on friendly terms, and defend her againft any attacks. Indeed the power of this 
monarch is fuch as to make her another Queen of Sheba, whofe authority over her 
fubjeCls, as is related by the Patriarch Bermudes in his Book on the Prefter John, was 
without any limits. 

The fame Patriarch relates that, off the coaft of China, iflands are found peopled with 
Amazons who fufferno men ambng them except at certain feafons, for the prefervation 
of their race : if the fruit of the connection chance to be girls, they preferve them ; if 
boys, the care of bringing them up devolves on their fathers, while they themfelves are 
employed in exercifing their horfes, and in war*. 

* With the exception of horfes the fame is related as the fubttance of a communication afforded to the 
miffionaries fent by the Jefuits' to the South Sea iflands, by one of the inliabitants of the Mariana ifland*. 
In one of the Carolina iflands a nation of women is, in the narrative alluded to, faid to cxift, which is 
governed by fimilar principles ; the account apocars in an appendix to the work of the prefident De Broffes 
on the Navigation of the South Sea, and is iiifcrtcd in the portion of this work, dedicated to that part of 
the world. Esc. Trans. 


CHAP. 



SANTOS* HISTORY OF EASTERN ETHIOPIA. 


723 


CHAP. the IJlands off the Coajl of Melinda] Fembay Lamo, Pata\ -the 

different Religions of the Inhahilants ; the manner in •which their Rebellion vxat 

pumjhed by the Portuguefe. * 

AS we have now afforded a defcription of the inland country, and chief kingdoms, 
ftretching from Ethiopia to Egypt, we nnifl now proceed to a detail of the maritime 
parts and iflands, in which we fhali begin with Cape Delgado, proceeding thence 
towards the Mouth of the Red Sea. 

Cape Delgado is fituate under tlie parallel of 10" S the country thence to tl'p line is 
called the coafi: of Melinda ; and is under the juiil'didion of the captaincy of* Mombaza. 
Along this coiiff are many iflands, peopled by Pagans, Moors, and Caflres. Some of 
thefe are large mid fertile; for example: Quitoa, Monfia, Zanzibar, Mombaza, 

• Pemba, Lamo, Pata ; the others are of inferior fize and confequence. In each of thefe 
iflands the governor of Melinda maintains a laftor, to whom the management of the 
traflic with lliem is intriifted ; the artIcLs of merchandize they yield are tortoife-fliell, am¬ 
ber, ivoiy, wax, millet, rice, and flaves. Of all thefe iflands however Pata is of moft 
value, as in that is manufadured a variety of filk and cotton ftufl's, of great beauty and 
in high requeft for the drefles of the wealthy of the different neighbouring kingdoms. 
In this ifland alfo, very curious ftraw work is manufadured with great ingenuity and 
fkill. 

Each of the iflands has a moorifh king, and all arc fubjed to the fovercign of Portugal, 
to whom they pay tribute through the governor of the coafi of Melinda. Thefe Moors 
are defeemiants of the Ifhmaelites of Happy Arabia, the colonifts from which part have 
prodigioufly increafed in the iflands. 

'i’hey live in great harmony, as far as regards civil matters; but the moment religion 
becomes a matter of difeuffiou they divide into parties, each fupporting his peculiar te¬ 
nets, and preferring the fed to which he belongs ; a misfortune incident to all faiths 
diilind from that oi the Rciuifh Church, the only true religion. 

I'he Arabs follow the creed of the Perfians; that is to fay, the interpretation of the 
Mahommcddaii law laid down by Ali, which is materially different from that fupported 
by the Turks who are fedar'es of Omar; each hence fuppofes the other in error. 
I his fehifin is the origin of the animofity fubfifting between the grand SooltaunofPerfia 
and the Great Turk, who arc continually at war. 

From the difl'erence of the tenets of the Perfians and Turks have originated many feds 
in various regions under the controul of the monarchs of eithernation, oppofite the one 
to the other, a divifion which immediately fucceeded the death of Mahmoud, whe,n» 
four of his neared relatives, pretending to be dodon; and infpired, publifhed as many., 
e.xpofitions of the law, which, differing f rom one another, occafioned as great a variety 
of feds. Ali was the fird author of the fed called Immcmia, and his tenets were folIov^'ed 
by the Perfians, Indians, and the Arabs, who dwell in the maritime parts of Happy 
Arabia ; from thefe lad fpring the Mons, who dwell on the coad of Melinda. 

* The town of this name is fita'a'c on a cognominal ifland at the mouth of a i !ver which empties itfelf 
into the fca in about lat. 3" 50' S. The town on the ifland is large and populous, and the Portuguefe ftill 
have a fadory and dominion in it. It was taken and partially dcilroyed by Fnu; is Almeida in 1505, and 
afterwards abandoned. Some time after, the Portuguefe coiiftru6led a ciiauVl from which they were 
driven in the year 1631, but of which they again made themfclves mafters in 1729, and have fince con- 
•tmued in poffrflion. Eng. Trans. 

VOL. xvi.‘ 5 A Abubekir 
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Abubekir was the Second,' who founded the fed denominated Melkia (or Royal) his 
followers the other Arabians, the Saracens, and part of the African Mahomeddans. 

Omar was the third; he inftituted the fed termed Anephia: his difciples, other 
Africans, and the people of the defart of Zahara. 1 

Othman \fjis the fourth, he cflablifhed (he fed called Baanephia, or Xapbaya as it is 
more commonly termed, which fed alfo is followed by Ibme of thofe inhabiting the 
eoah of Melinda. Each following thefe different feds regards all difTenti^mts as heretics ; 
hence quarrels are perpetual, except when the common intereft renders it expedient 
for their feuds to ceafe, that they may unite in defence againfl tlie Portuguel'e, whom 
they deleft, and whole yoke hangs heavy on their necks. They have in confequence 
oftentimes rebelled, and as often have they been made to repent their dilloyalty and 
raflmefs, efpecially thofe who inhabit the illand Pemba, an illand eight leagues from 
the main oppofite to Mombaza, on which it depends. This illand is ten leagues in 
length and highly fertile. It i.s watered by numerous rivers which contribute greatly 
to the nourilhment of its groves of oranges and lemons, fruits fo common in the illand 
that any one may gather them at pleafure. But the comforts enjoyed here are dearly 
purchafed by the frequency of maladies to which indeed ftrangers are more liable titan 
the natives, who become habituated to the climate, and efpecially the waters, to which 
the unhealthinels of the illand is chiefly attributed, they being equally imwholefome and 
abundant. 

I’he Portuguefe had firmly cftablilhed their dominion over thefe people, and hold 
them in a ftate bordering on llavery, enteiing into their homes and taking what they 
pleafed, as if it were their own ; while, far from objecting to Rich tifurparion, the Moors 
appeared to receive gratification from their taking or accepting their poultry, Iheep, 
goats, or whatever they poflefled. 

Tired at length of Inch pallive obedience, and at the ufurpation of the Portuguefe 
over their perfons and property, then abufmg their authority on all occafions to Rich 
extent that if any one chanced to fall, ftruck his toe againfl; a ftone, or even incurred 
an injury even llighlcr than this, he immediately laid the blame on the Moor before 
whole dw'elling the accident happened, and pretending a hurt, obliged him to give up 
all he had either to appeafe his refentment or to defray the charge of his cui'e. 

Conducl fo outrageous and unreafonublc made the Moors determine to take up arms 
not only againfl the Portuguefe but alfo the king of the illand, who, by a ftrange in¬ 
fatuation, whether rcfuliing Ifom fear or wcaknefs, winked at the behaviour of the 
Portuguefe. 

This popular infurrcclion was fo fecretly planned and fo eft'eftually profecuted that 
the Portuguefe were ail of them put ro the fword, the vengeance of the Moons fparing 
iibithcr woman nor child ; and had not their fovercign avoided their refentment by 
flying with fome of his confidents to Mombaza he would no doubt have been con¬ 
founded with their opprelfors, and have fliarcd their fate. On reaching Mombaza and 
relating what had paifed, Matthew de Mendez dc Yafconcellos, who commanded on 
thil coaft, equipped an armament againfl the ifland, and re-eftablilhed the monarch on 
his throne, puniihcd*the chiefs of the infurrediou, and Rich as had been confpicuoufly 
guilty, amf aweing otiiers, who in confequence of the examples he made even awhile 
deterred from fuch deeds. Aftef complcating this enterprize, as glorious for the Por- 
tuguefe nation as creditable to the general, he returned to Mombaza; but the conver- 
fion of the fovereign'who embraced the chriflian faith, and his marriage with a Portu¬ 
guefe lady, occafioned ocher and more fatal rebellions. 

Oppofite 
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Oppofite to Melinda is a fmall ifland called Lamo, goven-ned by three different kings 
tiibuiary to Portugal. The Portuguefe, incapable of fupporting. the inlblcnce of the 
Moors of Anipaza, one of the towns of this illand, who were bitter ene; des of the 
Chriftians and guilty of all kinds of cruelty towards them, entirely deilroyed that 
capital, as will be related in the fucceeding chapter. " > 

The inveteracy of the Moors was not confined to this town, for the king of Lamo, 
v/ho profeffed himfelf their friend, betrayed them and delivered up to the Turks Roch 
de Britto Falcon in the manner 1 lhall explain. 

In the fame year the Turks difpatched from the St’nits of Mecca (Babelmandcl) a 
galley commanded by Meer Ali Bey, a Turkilh corfai; lor the purpofeof pillaging and 
facking Melinda. 

This pirate was fo fortunate that the fuccefs of his voyage even exceeded his expec¬ 
tations, for as foot! as the Moors perceived his flag they immediately rofe in his favour 
againfl the Portuguefe. 

At this period Roch de Britto was failing with the commander of Melinda for the 
Indies, and when he arrived at Lamo, was apprized of the expedition of the Turkifh 
commander whom he ftudied to avoid on account of the inequality of his force. The king 
of Lamo, a Moor fubjeft to Portugal, afl'ured Falcon that he might remain on his ifland in 
perfefl fecurily, where he trufled the Turk would not venture to come to attack him, but 
if he did, promifed to defend him, as well as the fmall number of Chriftians with him, 
at the peril of his life. Roch dc Britto, far from fufpefting treachery, confided in the 
proinifes of the Moor and remained on the ifland, whither the Turk, as foonas informed 
of his place ol refuge, purfued him. The perfidious Moor, who had fccretly refolved on 
facrificing the Porruguefe, introduced their enemy into the ifland, where the Portuguefe 
being furprized, were made flaves. Captain Britto himfelf, fupported by a few, feized 
a buckler and fword, and refolved on felling his life and liberty as dearly as poflibie; 
but the Turks overpoweiing the little b nid with numbers, moll of his party were killed, 
and himfelf dangeroully wounded. 1 he Turk, who fought to fave the life of this cap¬ 
tain, lefs from the value he had for fuch an illuftrious charatler tlnr from the hope he 
had of obtaining a high ranfom, ordered great care to be taken of him, and caufed him 
tobefentto Conflantinople; but the vexation Britto endured at feeing himfelf thus 
facriliced and overcome, combined with the number and badnefs of his wounds, caufed 
his death on the voyage, fo that the only fruit gathered by the corfair from his victory 
was a few Haves, and a booty valued at about a hundred and fifty thoufand crowns 
(.i'l 8,750.) 


CHAP. III. — Of the Revenge of the Portuguefe on the Traitors of the towns of Am- 
paza, Lamo, and Mombaza, the Inhabitants of which were pul to the Sword and 
their Houfes, after firfi undergoing Pillage, burnt. 

THE lofs fuftained by the Portuguefe from the capture of the vcflTcl of Roch de 
Britto, aflefted them far lefs than his death, and that of his companions, for which they 
refolved on taking ample vengeance on the Moors; but they fuflered fome time to 
elapfe without teftifying any fuch intention, that tho Moors n.ighi be lulled into fecu- 
rity by the fancy^t)iat they were afraid to attack them, or were im 'hied to pafs over their 
treachery. " 

. Don Duarte dc Menefes, Viceroy of the Iqdies, who took this affair to heart n^ore 
nearly than he feemed to do, caufed a fleet to be equipped, confifting. of two galeous, 

5 A 2 ^ three 
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three galleys, and twelve gtxilots, the command of which he entrufted to Maitin AI- 
fbnzo de Mello, witli Simon de Briito de Caftre under him for lieutenant; and, on 
board thefe veflcis fix bundl ed and fifty Portuguefe, no lefs animated with a defire of 
revenging their relatives f:lends than with a thirlt for glory. 

This aniit.ineni fiiiled froni n')rt of Goa on the 9th January 1587, a fcafon of the 
year bed fuiting a voyage to Afru. 1 from India, and, with a conftantly favouring wind, 
reached Ampaza on the 28th of the fame month. The Portuguefe failed pad this town 
without halting, ar.d proceeded to Magadaxo, wliich they expefted to take at the firfl: 
afiaiilt, but wldcli defendtd itfelf in a mod vigorous and fuccefsful manner, as like-, 
wife did the Moorifli inhabiuints of Brava, fo that the expedition was obliged to raife 
the fiege of both towns, and make for the Seven Uninhabited Ifland* oppofite to the 
town of Ampaza. 

This place, which is as drong from its natural pofition as by its fortifications and the 
number of its inhabitants, was befieged in form by the Portuguefe. They anchored 
before the town, the monarch of which was fo powerful as to be dreaded by his neigh, 
bours ; full of revenge and anxious for battle; the rtiidance they had to encounter 
ferving but the more to inflame their courage. 

Scarcely had the Portuguefe reached the Road before they landed part of their troops, 
who opened the trenches before the town, while the naval part of the armament at¬ 
tacked it from the fen with incredible fury. The inhabitants, furprized at feeing them- 
felves befieged, without knowing by whom, fentoiit a vefiel to reconnoitre, and when 
on its return they had iiitimraion that it was the Portuguefe, they began to dread their 
jull refentment. 

I he king, after holding a council of war, publiOicd an ordinance, enjoining every 
one under pain of death above fourteen years at age to take up arms for the defence 
of their country, their liberty, and his throne, flattering them with fuccours from the 
Turks, and confiding in what the kings his neighbours would furnifii, in cafe the iiege 
fliould be continued. Thefe hopes and necefiiry Icrved to infpirit the iniiabitants to defend 
themfelves, which they did refolutely for the fpace of fonie days : but the befieged feeing 
the Portuguefe availing themfelves of the low water to difembark other troops, and that 
no fuccours arrived, fuff'ered fear to get the better of hope, and gave way to tumult. 
The king, folicilous of flopping the rifing infubordination, fpoke to them in the following 
terms, trufUng he might recal them to a fenfe (d duty. “ I have caufed you to be 
colledled, my dear friends, to reprefent the danger you run in cafe you refufe a laft 
effort for your deliverance ; but as 1 know that vou are more dearly attached to the 
“ honour of your country than the prefc-rvation of your property or even your lives, I 
befeech you, by the love you bear me and my government, to employ that bravery 
«V which is fo natural to “you in the defence, of a prince, who, by his own example, will 
fhew that he docs not value his owm life, when your property and lives arc at flake. 
Let us not therefore by a cowardly flight to the interior attempt to leek a fafety we 
“ fhould not find, but remember that the Cafl’res, who are more attached to the Portu- 
“*guefe than us, will feek with them to wreak vengeance on our heads. Let us, my 
“ dear fubjefts, fhew that we can rely in confidence on ourfelves, though the kings my 
“ neighbours do abandon me on this trying occafion ; us make a law of neceflity 
“ which fhall (land inftead of all cifliflance, and givo^new vigour to our courage. Be but 
“ faithful and firm, and fhould our refiftancebe attended with fuccefs, I promife you, 

“ on the word and ‘honour of a king, that henceforth I will be to all of you rather a 
** father than a fovereign.” 


This 
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This fpeech from the mouth of a king, who called «n them for the exercife of a 
courage, which from what he forcfaw was indifpeufable, had a powerful effcfl: on his 
auditors, who fwore in the moft folemn manner to ufe all their exertions fci the defence 
of the (late. But as thefe people are as fuperftiiious as they are difficult to govern, they 
facrificed a white fheep, perfuaded that the oppofite fide on which it ffio iid fall on re¬ 
ceiving the mortal blow would be that would obtain the viflory. The day being fixed 
for the ceremony, the people aflembled in the fquare to which the fheep w'as led, when 
tui'ning its head towards the eafl they placed on its head a compofition of rice and 
vinegar, with a garland of palms; the facrificcr then a iter certain invocations, to which 
the people rnade refponfes, ftruck it with a club on tl.: head, the animal falling towards 
the Portuguefe, they confidcred it an infallible prefage that they fhould dfthem. 
The rumour of the favourable omen quickly fpread through the town v hicli refounded 
with Ihouts of joy, as all now flattered themfelvcs with obliging the Portuguefe to raife 
the fiegc, and involve them in confufion and ruin. The people on this occafion re¬ 
newed their homage to the king, and touching his knee with their hand, as a lall pro- 
teftation of fidelity, raifed it on their head. 

While the Moors were employed in the ceremonies of offering facrifices to their gods, 
and in doing homage to their prince, the Portuguefe, availing themfelvcs of the low 
water, we’-e difeiv.harking, and had formed themfelves into three battalions. The firft 
was commanded by Simon de Bririo de Caflres, the fecond by the captain general of 
Melinda, and tlie third by the general of the army. The two firft battalions marched 
direft againft the Moors who had entrenched themfelves in the town, which was vigo- 
roufly attacked, and defended with equal refolution; but the refilfance of the Moors 
provoking the Portuguefe to redoubled exertions, they forced the entrenchments, upon 
which the Moors retired into the town. With tlie Moors the Portuguefe entered pell mell, 
but here they met with fo violent a fire as arrefted them in the mid ft of their progrefs ; 
for, feparate from the Moors within '’'e towm, exceeding much in numbers thofe who 
had been oppofed to the Portuguefe at the trendies, the men who had been prelcnt at 
the facrifice feeing themfelves called upon by the prefence rd (’'e enemy, ruflied to 
arms, divided themfelves into fquaiis, and taking their ftations in old ftone buildings, 
poured fuch a quick and w'ell direded fire on the Portuguefe that many of them were 
killed. 

In the mean time the general, at the head of his battalion, attacked the town from 
the land fide, and gained an eminence which commanded the place. 'Phis new attack, 
which was very warm, obliged the Moors to divide their forces and fly to the part menaced 
with greateft danger. Such indeed was the peril deemed that the grand orm, their 
chief prieft, and whofc prefence alone could reltore their fallen com.igc, ruffled to the 
fpot; but the death of their king fpread fuch general coiifternation among the befu ged 
that they immediately gave way, 'and fought in vain, within the walls of their houfes, 
a fafety no where to be found. The Portuguefe followed them conftantly with greater 
fury than ever, and found no obftacles to their progrefs. Men, women, and children 
were put to the fword, and fo blind in fhortwas the rage of the Europeans, tlnat not. 
even an animal efcaped deftrudlion; thus avenging, as they faid the death of their com¬ 
rades, and the treachery ci the Moors towards their nation. 

The town being given up to pillage, it became the theatre of inhumanity which 
would difgrace the mofl bloody war. The moft vile indignitic were lavifhed on tiie 
dead body of the monarch ; his head was cut off', ftuck on ilit point of a lance, and 
afterwards, together with the town, was condemned to the flames. The conflagra- 

7 tion 
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tion was fo dreadful, that the,.whole place was reduced to alhos as well as the fuburbs, 
where the PortuoucTc felled mors than eight thoufand palm irtcs, the beauty and prin¬ 
cipal wealth of ihc ifland ; thus did they utterly ruin this part of the country, defirous 
of leaving an eternal monument of their victory and revenge, and a frightful warning 
to thofe who f|jould dare to fhew themfelves^tlieir enemies. 

After the ruin of this great town, the Portuguefe failed towards Larao, which had 
revolted, and, not content wiih refufing the cufiomary tribute to the King of Portugal, 
had been guilty of the treafon before related towards Roch de Brito. The King of 
Lamo, confeious of his criminal conduft, and defiroUs of efcaping the refentment of the 
Portuguefe, fought, to avoid by flight, a peril which be did not dare, however much a 
hero, to front. The Portuguefe commander, who was made acquainted with the fear 
and flight of this prince, whofe fpoil he was anxious to poflefs, upon this declared him 
an enemy to the crown of Portugal, and as fuch, confifeated all his property. The 
general afterwards entered the town at the head of his troops to feizc upon tlic moll 
guilty, and having made a ftriQ; ferutiny, condemned fuch as he difeovered to exem¬ 
plary puniflmient. He now repaired to the coaft of Melinda, where the king awaited 
him with fuch anxiety, that as foon as the Portugufe fquadrdn had call anchor he went 
on board, the commander receiving him with thofe expreflions of joy and refpect which 
are conllantly Ihewn to monarchs, even when in a ftate of warfare with them. 

The fame of the revenge taken by the Portuguefe fpread over all the country, and 
fa much aftoniflied and terrified the Moors, that every one l efolved on courting their 
friendlhip, feeing they were thus terrible, not only when really offended, but even when 
they-fancied an injury. 

The commander, whofe conduct and valour had ah eadv filled the Moors with refpeft 
and dread of the Portuguefe name, failed from Melinda, where he kit fome fick beliind 
him, and fleered for Mombaza, whither the king of Melinda accompanied him, 
reinforcing him with three of his own veffels. 

The Portuguefe availed thcmfclves of this opportunity, than wliich none appeared to 
them more fit for laying fiege to Mombaza, and landed for the purj)ofe in its neighbour¬ 
hood* At firfl they encountered a vlgprous refiftance, but this ferved only to heighten 
their glory tlie more, it being inadequate to preventing their ultimate fuccels, the king 
being at lafl obliged to fubmit to the king of Portugal, as previoufly had been the king 
of Atnpuza, who, after his rebellion, became tiibutary to this fovcrcign of Mombaza. 

The Moors,, when they found refillance vain, ofl'ered a cajnlulation, which, as the 
Portuguefe on this occafion fought for couquefl and not revenge, was granted, on 
condition of the vanquiflicd paying forty thoufand crowns for the expenfe of the war, 
and difmantling the town. 

CHAP. IV. — TIjc Moors of Melinda requcjl Succour of the Turks, in a meditated 

Rebellion againji the Foriuguefe, 

THE dominion of the Portuguefe being odious and heavy in the eyes of the Moors 
of Melinda,, they deputed emillaries to Meer Ali Bey, n^o commanded a Turkifh 
fquadron in the Red Sea, to intreat iflTiftance j in confequence he fitted out four galleys 
for ihat coaff, being rendered confident from the former expedition in which he cap¬ 
tured Roch de Britto and his veflel. Flattered with the hopes of fimilar fuccefs and 
already counting on the profit and pillage he fliould make, he concluded a league with 



SANTOS’ HISTORY QP EASTERN ETHIOPIA. 729 

' • 

the Moors, thefe holding out to him a fair profpeft ofidefeating and utterly ruining 
the Portuguefe. The dilhculry, however, which Meer Ali Bey had to contend with in 
finding timber fuited to the conftruftion of his galleys, caufing him a longi-' delay than 
he reckoned upon, the Portuguefe took advantage of it to render themielves foie and 
abfolute mafters of Melinda, perfectly fubd<iing the Inhabitants and dep^ving them of 
all hopes of afliftance. 

The intreaties of the deputies were fo urgent that Meer Ali Bey put to fea with the 
four galleys and the veflU he two years before had captured from the Portuguefe. He 
coafted along the whole coaft of Melinda, as far as Me adaxo, the Moorilh population 
of which received him with open arms, and made hito valuable prefents, in the view of 
engaging him to become their proteftor. He afterwards touched at all the :aige and 
fmall towns of this coaft from which he drew various other prefents, foinetimes gra- 
tuitoufly offered, but exadled w'here not voluntarily given; he then continued his 
voyage to Melinda, where arriving in the night he lowered his fails and came to an 
anchor, meaning to attack the place the next day, as he was aware that the King who 
commanded there was in the intereft of the Portuguefe. 

Matteo de Vafconcellos, governor of the coaft of Melinda, feeing himfelf befet both by 
fea aiul land, held confultation with the king, the refult of which was that they Ihould de¬ 
fend thernfelves to the laft extremity. J hey confequenrly mounted fome pieces of can¬ 
non on a fandy eminence commanding the road, the fire from which lb much diftreffed 
the galleys of the Turks, as to induce them to withdraw towards Monibaza, where 
they determined on fortifying themfclves, with intention of driving the Portuguefe 
wholly from the coaft ; but Providence, who fuftained them, continued its proteAion 
on this occafion, for as foon as Vafconcellos faw himfelf attacked, he forwarded intel¬ 
ligence to Emanuel de Soufa Coutinho, governor of the Indies, that he might render 
him prompt affifhmce, which he did. To the relief of Vafconcellos this governor dif- 
patched two galliall'es, five galleys, ' " galliots, and fix tranfports, on board of which 
were nine Imndred foldiers, the fquadrou being placed under the command of Thomas 
dc Soufa (loutinho, who failed with it from Goa the beginning J.uiuary 1588, with 
a fair wind. The favouring weather enjoyed by the fquadron at its departure was not 
conftant through the voyage ; when out at fea fo dreadful a ternpeft arofe as obliged 
the commander to fend back one of the galleys, which h.ad fprung a leak, and the 
crew of which, to lighten the vefiel, had been forced to throw overboard much of 
her ladiiig; two galliafits, in addition, were left in the gulpli to prevent the Turks 
from entering, and the remainder of the armament proceeded on its voyage at the 
mercy of the ftorm, and without the crew knowing whither they were borne. The 
tempeft lafted almoft the wdiole night through; but the wind falling as the dawm ap¬ 
proached, they diftinguilhed fires in the diftance towards that part of the coaft ■of 
Ethiopia which they imagined to be uninhabited, and making towards the fpo% they 
found them to be thofe of the fliips feparated by the ftorm ; on joining them they re¬ 
turned thanks to Providence, as, but for thefe iires, they would infallibly have been 
wrecked on the coaft. • 


They now changed their courfe, bearing down for Melinda^, and reached the port 
of Brama, the Moors of which were now friendly to tlie Portuguefe ; hfere they were 
informed of the^paffage of the four riukifh galleys,rand of ihLir having forcibly exafted 
contributions of money from the town, ading rather as plunJ ers than as deliverers. 

The Portuguefe armament, after remaining two days in li is fort for the purpofe of 
. receiving information refpeding the Turkifli fquadron, proceeded and caft anchor op- 

I polite 
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pofrte to Ajnpaza*, a town \fhich had been fo completely ruined, two years before, t>y 
Martin Alfonfo de Mello, that pot one hone was left upon another, but which the 
prince of .^mpaza had already rebuilt. This fovereign was furprized as much as his 
predeceffor had been at the appearance of the Portuguefe, but taught by the example 
made of that predeceffor and his people, ofithe danger of refilling thefe Europeans, he 
chofe a wifer policy. 

Equally prudent and brave, this prince fent ambaffadors to the commanders of the Por¬ 
tuguefe fquadron, made tender of every thing he could have occafion for, and offered to 
join his forces if requifite : he moreover intimated that he might enter the town in perfcdt 
iecuritj-, for he had conftantly been as friendly difpofed towards the Portuguefe as he 
was inimical to the Turks, whom he had never I'uflered to enter his port but when it 
was out of his power to prevent them. If he had avoided the Portuguefe, he faid, 
upon the occafion of their ruining the town in 1586, at leaft he had not affifted the 
monarch againfl; whom they fought, and whofe territories he now poffeffed, and con- 
fequently he had proved by his neutrality then, that he had not been their enemy; he 
moreover added, that they fliould ever find him, now and^in time to 'come, a friend 
incapable of entertaining even a thought of treachery towards them. The commander 
made a fuitablc reply to this courteous demeanor, and profeffed that the Portuguefe 
would feel themfelves honoured by his fiicndfhip. 

While the fquadron were taking in water at Lamo, the commander received news 
from Vafconcellos of the Turks under Meer Ali Bey being at Mombaza, where it 
would be eafy to fall upon them by furprize, as they were lulled in fancied fecurity. 
Vafdoncellos’ account of their unprepared condition to refill Coutinho, recommended 
an attack before the Turk Ihould have intelligence of his arrival. Coutinho followed 
this advice, prohibited any one from leaving the Ihip, and immediately failed, reaching 
the town of Melinda by night, off which they anchored. Notwiihftanding the general 
prohibition againfl leaving the fhip, a number of Portuguefe noblemen, or fdalgos', 
were permitted to land here, in order to pay their rcfpecls to the faithful fovereign of 
the place, and deliver to him a magnificent prefent from the governor of the Indies. 

Coutinho, learning that the king of Pemba and his fon, who had been driven from 
their kingdom by their mutinous lubjccls, were then at Melinda, and aware that unlefs 
the Portuguefe affifted them they would have no chance of re-eftablilhment on their 
throne, took both on board his fquadron and engaged to reinftate them. Scarcely 
had they arrived before Mombaza, when the Turks, who had lortificd themfelves there, 
teftified their rcadinefs to engage the Portuguele by a fa|utc of artillery. 

Thomas de Souza Coutinho, feeing their eagernefs for battle, ifliied diredions for 
entering the port and carr)ing the town. Matteo Mandes led the van, compofed of 
fiKall veffels gallantly hung with ftrearners; the galliots and four galleys clofcd the 
rear. In this order they proceeded to the found of drums and trumpets, accompanied 
by fhouts of joy and loud anticipations of vidory, the proceflion referabling rather 
a triumphal entry than preparations for a bloody engagement. The flotilla wholly 
fligked the fire of the fort, the guns of which played without efl’ed on the ftiips 

* In recent maps t!ie iflalid Lamoib oniitted, though Mombaza, Pemba, Zanzibar, and Monfia arc given. 
Ti is appears the more extraordinary, as it is marked m the two-flieet ma^.of Africa, by Moll, pu' Uflied the 
beginning of tlie latl century. It lies at the wioutli of one of the rivers which defeend from the ridge of moun¬ 
tains termed I' e Spii e of the World, tir Lupara •, and, from being divided, as is reprefented iu this work, 
among three kings, imid .iiecifiaiily be populous and fertile. The ifland is probably alluvional, as well 
from Its pofuiijii at the moutli o‘ the rivtr, as from the number of date trees upon itj the palm delighting 
iu a hot iow country. Ekg. Traks. . ■ 
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US they paffed, and gave new venom, by their inutility towards retarding the progrefi^ 
of the Portuguefe, to the rage of Meer Ali Bey. When within gun.fhot, each 
veffel poured a well-dire£led broadfide on the rort, the confequence of which 
was the death of the governor, under whom Meer AH Bey afted as lieutenant-general. 
The death of this perfonage occafioned a general panic; and Alt Bey was one of the 
firft to abandon the fort and feek refuge ih the town. The Portuguefe,'' taking advan¬ 
tage of the confufion, immediately attacked the fort; and fix fidalgoes, on this 
occafion, gave fignal proofs of valour in feizing the ftandards of the Turks and fub- 
fiituting the Portuguefe flag. Not content with the capture of the fort, perceiving that 
two galleys of the Tuiks had moved for proteftion u itler the batteries from the town, 
Matteo Mandes engaged them with fuch impetuofity and fuccefs, that he fpeedily cap¬ 
tured both. This viftory, obtained with little trouble or elFufion of IdooJ was highly 
advantageous, the prizes taken being loaded with merchandize and money. After putting 
in chains the Turks who were found on board, Mandes purfued the two other galleys, 
and the other vefl’el, of greater bulk and higher out of the water tjian the reft : thefe 
furrendered without a conteft, and the crews were made flaves. 

After thefe two exploits, in which the Portuguefe deftroyed a hundred Turks, made 
eighty prifonersj and releafed from flavery all the Chriftians they found, the commander 
of the expedition ordered Don Francis Mafearenhas to remove the cannon from the 
fort and britig it on board, which, with much difficulty, was effected. 

The Portuguefe, who, from being too humane, had been fo frequently deceived by 
thefe barbarians, refolved on plundering the town of Mombaza; but the king, affured 
of the war terminating to his prejudice, fent a deputation to the commander entreating 
peace in the name of himfelf and people. The anfwer of the commander was favour¬ 
able; falisfied of its being advantageous to the fovereign wliom he ferved, rather 
to obtain fecurity and eftablifh his rights by the lubmiffion of a rebel, than to purchafe 
obedience by the effufion of blood, he granted the requeft of the king and people, 
ftipulating as conditions, that he fJk-.dd in twenty-four hours deliver up all the Turks 
in the place, without which he would execute the orders of the king his mafter, and 
his own refolvcs. 

This anfwer gratified the king of Mombaza, as it allowed him an entire day to 
determine on what meafures he fliould take. In the interval he withdrew from the 
town, which was abandoned by every individual, and fecretly retired with Meer Ali 
Bey to the woods; fo that the Portuguefe, receiving'no anfwer by the time ftipulatcd, 
and knowing nothing of their retreat, difembarked five hundred men, who, under the 
ftandard of the Crucifix and the Arms of Portugal, marched towards Mombaza, of 
which they made themfelves mafters, finding no one to oppofe them. The town, 
after being given up to plunder, was fet on fire and reduced to afhes. 


CHAP. V. — Meer Ali Bey made Prifancr. 

WHILE the Portuguefe were engaged with the Turks, certain Zimbas on th?f other. 
fide of the army beholding with pleafure the fuccefs of the Portuguefe,^ feht deputies 
to the general to plan ineafures for their afting in concert with him, either by a 
diverfion or a union of forces with the army ftf Portugal, v-th the fovereign and 
fubjeds of which they wifhed to form a treaty of alliance. T>. prnpofal was readily 
embraced, and the meafures planned were as fuccefsfuily proiecuted; for the Zimbas 
hunted the troops of Mombaza from their coverts in the foreft, while the Po'^tuyiiefe 
YOL. XVI. 5 B - occupied 
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occupied the plain*: the Hoop made a flout refinance in certain defiles, !ili *<irhich the|f^ 
had entrenched themfelves; but the Zimbas, who fought occafion to fignalize them* 
felVeS) were rendered by refiftance the more refblute and fanguinary, and ultimately 
drove them from the forell into the open country, where they were cither cut in 
.piefcce or madj Haves. 

ISeer All Bey in defpair threw himfelf into the fea, with a view of drowning him- 
felf, being unwilling to furvive his defeat; but affiftance given in time preferved him 
from a defperate end, for a lot he regarded with lefs pleafure than even death itfelf: the 
Portuguefe made him prifoner, and carried him on board their veflel. The captain of 
the galleys of this prince, a Carife, and a fon and brother of the king of Quilife, who 
were with the king of Mombaza, fhared the fame fate. One of thefe was ranfomed, 
but the other was beheaded for having taken part with the Turks againll the Portu¬ 
guefe. Thefe did not ufe reprifals towards Meet Ali Bey, by whom Roch de Britto 
was fo ill ufed when enflaved. 

This general, whofe temper of mind was fuch as enabled him to accommodate 
himfelf eafily to circumftances, fainted the commander of the fquadron with great 
humility on going on board, and obferved to him at the fame time, in an open and 
frank manner, that as the accidents of fortune could neither add to nor diminilh from 
his natural qualifications and worth, he regarded the cafualiy which had befallen him, 
as one of thofe common occurrences of war which place the viflor in the place of 
the vanquilhed; and as this was not the firll time he had been obliged to fubmit to a 
conqueror, having once before been carried a prifoner into Spain, he had fome con- 
folation in having fallen rather into the hands of the Portuguefe than the Zimbas, 
whofe brutality was extreme. 

The general gave him to underlland that the treatment he fliould receive, would not 
be regulated that he had Ihewn to Rcch de Britto j but on the contrary, that he 
ihould have no room to complain of his country, much lefs of himfelf, or any of his 
people. 

This viflory was followed by the news brought by the veffels before Mombaza, 
of that obtained by Thomas Coutinho over the Turks. So that the Portuguefe, anxious 
to depart, fent Matteo Mandes de Vafconcellos to reinftate the king of Pemba in his 
dominions, the fame who had proceeded in the fleet with them from Melinda. The 
Portuguefe by this (hewed, that if they dethroned thofe kings who dared to become 
their enemies, they knew how to proteft and re*eftabli(h fuch as ceafed to be fo. 

After the re-eftablilhment of this prince, the Portuguefe left the coaft of Pemba 
for that of Melinda, where they received thofe congratulations which are due to fuch 
as by their courage or condud render themfelves refpcftable; what however moft 
fui;prized the inhabitants of Melinda was, to find among the (laves captured by the 
, Portuguefe the general of the Turks himfelf: this circumftance gave origin to a faying 
which has ever fmee that time ijecn current, that, “ Os Portugaifes naS fe tome 
“ nimguem, porque tarde o cedo Iho bao da pagar*.” 

Meer AU Bey being about to go on board the commodore's galley, he was informed 
* that he wovdd there mqet with the king of Melinda, and that, as it was his misfortune 
to te fubjefl to a foreign yoke, it would be fit he (hould fipk fomewhat of his natural 
pride on approaching a prince, befqfe whom fubmiffivenefs would be mod becoming. 
This general, no left fej^fible than brave, made anfwer,' that the misfortune of being 
•vet come was not with<him a fubjed of adpafr; and that having at ail times flieWn 

I ' ' • ► 

• The Portagueft take nothing from any on« but what foon or latt tltey p»y Afaft* • 
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the'greateft rdTpefl: to crowned heads, he certainly (hcmld^ot fail in reverence towards 
the king of Melinda, to whom it was due, not only on account of his dignity, but fm 
^his perfonal merits, his valour, and the friendftiip by which he was utiHed to the 
king of Portugal. Sentiments like thefe, which proceed from thofe nobje jiunds alone 
that are unmoved by the events of war, the accidents of human life, made Ali Bey be 
regarded in fo refpeftable a light among the Portuguefe, that many even envied his 
fate. Thus bad this general the confolation, when in chains, to fill his enemies with 
equal awe as when arrayed in arms in the field. 


CVLAiP.Yl, — The Poriugitefe arrive at Lamo; fehc the Perfon of the Kiif f that 

Town, and publicly behead him, 

TjriK arrival of the Portuguefe before Lamo, where they anchored, greatly embarrafldi 
the fovereign, who> regarded their prefence as r reproach for his treachery towards 
their nation. Apprehenfive of evil confequences, a council was held ; in this it was 
determined, that a complimentary deputation ihould be feat to the Portuguefe on 
occafion of thei( arrival in port, the mioifiers hoping that a mild demeanour would 
palfy their arms, and deaden their defire of vengeance. The king, to pay a higher 
compliment, refolved on being himlelf the mefienger. Advif^ of the intended 
honour, the general received the kiAg with all the refpe6: and confideration due to his 
rank, as well on his own part as on that of his men, who were fo infirufled: bat 
when he Ihould be inclined to depart, the men were inftruded to follow his example 
in oppofing the departure of the king, or that of thofe with him. 

The orders of the commander were exadiy obeyed. The Portuguefe now held 
a'council, in which the treachery exercifed by the king of Lamo towards Roch de 
Britto was agtun canvafied; and it was at length concluded, that the better to eftablifii 
the authority of their country, it womd be wrong to fpare the blood of an inimical 
and perfidious king. 

The prince, who flattered himfelf that his frank demeanour would caufe the Portu* 
guefe to forget their refentment, was much furprifed, when, on preparing to leave the 
galley, he reedved a treatment fo oppofite to that fhewn him on his arrival} but the 
order for his arrefl: was fo fecretly given, and fo well executed, that in a few days they 
fentenced him to death, as the heavteft puiulhment that could be inflided on him, and 
one that would ftrike terror into the minds of other monarchs, and make them, 
cautious of incurring the anger of the Portuguefe by any fimilar treafon. At the fame 
time to render this adion as remarkable to future ages, as it had in any that had 
preceded this been uncommem, an ordonnance was publimed by which ail the lords fq|)* 
jed to Portugal and all the officers of the am^ were fummoned to be prefent on occa- 
fion of the execution, under penalty in cafe of defedion of being declared rebels. This 
injundion was iflued by the Portugoefe lefs ibr the purpofe of rendermg honour to the 
condemned monarch, that his death might 1 m iot^ced upon as an example,: in 
the ordonnance die^^e and place where the fcafibld woulu be creded were parcicur* 
larizedp This the general.furrounded with two hundred armed men,.and all 
avenues to the place were lined with guards, left ^ Moors ihould attempt to refcfue 
thdr kii^$ and r^leafe him from puniibroent. 

AU things now being ready, the fentence of the king and hL accomplices was 
read aloud, to whom alfo at the place of execution tli^ condeinnatioQ was repeaicu. 
It was cott(^e4 us follows; 

Sna 


** Sentence 
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■ “ SenteiKSe pronounced ip the name of Don Emanuel the Very mighty ^dformldaWe 
** prince, Idrdi and king of Portugal, by Thomas de Souza Coutinho, general of (he 
** army ®f the faid Don-Emanuel, by and with the adtdee of a council of nobles and 
** officers, who with one common voice have «cohdemned the king of Lamo to have 
** bis'head ffvered from his body, and all his property and dominions confifcated to the 
profit of the Crown of Portugal. We confirm this fentence, firft: becaufe the 
king is an ufurper, without any juft pretence to the kingdom of Lamo; attd 
fecondly: becaufe of his violation of the rights of nations, and therein being guilty of 
“ treafon, inafmuch as he delivered up Britto and forty of his foldiers into the hands 
“ of the Turks. Moreover, we declare that if any of the kings of this coaft fliall pre- 
” fume to carry off the body of the king of Lamo after his execution, they lhall' be 
“ looked upon as rebels, and punifhed as fuch by thelofs of their thrones: and we will 
“ that this fentence become public, as well as the death of the treacherows prince againft 
whom it is pronounced, that all pofterity knowing his perfidy may at the fame time fee 
“ the juftice of the mighty king of Portugal by whom this fentence is pronounced.*’ 
After the laft reading of the fentence, the condemned monarch was feated in a chair on 
the fcaffold covered with carpeting, and in this pofitionhis head was cut off, as at the 
fame time were thofe of the brother of the Quilife, one of his adherents, and, of the 
two ambaffadors who had been fent by the king to Meer AH Bey. Thefe laft perfons 
were all of them beheaded at the foot of the fcaffold, but the king alone fuffered on the 
‘ fcafibld. 

The Moors, how^ever averfe, were conftrained to be witneffes of the execution of 
the5r king and his friends, for they had neither means nor courage to attempt their re- 
leafe. Their entreaties were found vain, and even prefents and offers to ranfom them 
ineffeftual; for the Portuguefe with reafon imagined that the advantage they fhould ul¬ 
timately derive from fuch ^n example would render them more formidable than a mdre 
humane procedure could do. 

If this expedition coft fome their lives, it coft others confiderable Aims of money ; 
for the kings who had opened their treafuries to the Turks were each of them taxed four 
thoufand crowns towards the expenfes of the war. 

The vengeance of the Portuguefe extended even to one of the principal baftions of the 
port of Lamo; this was demoliifhed on account of the refiftance at this part having been 
lefs than in other parts of the fortifications of the town. 

The prince of Sio, among the number of thofe who had failed of obeying the Por- 
tuguefg commander on his fummons to repsur to Lamo, as well as the prince of Pata, was 
condemned to have his capital difmantlcd, and to pay a fine of three thoufand crowns. 

After the Portuguefe had punifhed all the defaulters among the princes, they propofetl 
to, fail for the ifland of Mandra, to take in water. Now this ifland is difficult of accefs, 
and this circumftance had rendered its inhabitants fo infolent, that they held out againft 
the whole Portuguefe force, and refufed payment of the cuftomary tribute. The Moors, 
trufting that the Portuguefe were acquainted with the danger of this port, the entrance 
of which can only be attempted at moft immihmt rifk, denied them water, and oppofed 
the landing of the foltjiers who were coming on fhoro to provide thimfelves with articles 
of the laft rteceflity; telling them in a mocking ftrain, tha^ they would not admit any 
thing foreign among them, and that, had they power to oppofe the common law of 
nature and prevent the obtrufion of the filh’a raysi, eveti thefe fhould ftdt be filffered 

to penetrate into their houfes. , v — . . .. . 

The Portuguefe, not deterred by fuch a filly gafeonade, made them quickly fee that^ 
if they were unable to refift the introduftion of the beams of the great lun^naiy of day, 

3 they 
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they were equally powerlefs to refill; acknowledging the ought of Portugal ; aitd making ' 
for the ifland with repeated iaivos of artillery, they ran the riik of the bar at the mQuth« 
and reefs round the port, and filled thefe people m thoroughly with drbd and aftonilli- 
ment, that, forgetful of their firfi: refolves on defence, they abandoned tlhdr town and 
property to the Portuguefe, who after pillaging it fet it on fire, and deftroyed more 
than two thoufand palm-trees, which formed as well the ornament as the chief wealth oi 
the idand. 

After the deftrudion of Mandra, the general refolved on returning to Goa, a voyage 
which he effefted in feven days. At the port of the ifland he met with Don Emanuel 
de Souza, who awaited him with impatience to efcort h’.n in convoying the four galleys 
he had taken. 

Thefe two generals, whofe Arid union and friendfliip for each other, neither diftance 
nor their different duties had power to diminifli, were delighted on feeing each other, 
and lavifh of their endearments and felicitations on the reciprocal fucceffes'which had 
attended .their arms. 

The governor of Goa, who had always looked upon the defeat and capture of Meet* 
Ali Bey as an objed of main importance to the crown of Portugal, attributed the whole 
glory of this adi^n to Thomas de Souza Coutinho, and was anxious to fee the Turkiih 
commander who had given him fuch trouble. On the prefentation of Meer Ali Bey tp 
the governor, he would have thrown himfelf at his feet; but the Portuguefe general rofe 
to receive him, and prevented fuch an humiliation, inquiring if any thing was wanting in 
the treatment he received to render his captivity more comfortable. Meer Ali Bey, who 
poffeffed a fund of fenfe, made a fuitable reply in a noble and yet fubmilfive maniter,' 
expreffive of his fatisfadion at having to do with conquerors fo humane as were the 
Portuguefe. It is true, anfwered Souza de Coutinho, war expofes us all to fuch, 
misfortunes, and the moft experienced officers have oftentimes to endure the uncivil 
humours of an arrogant conqueror ; I fpeak on this fubjed from experience of ufages 
which I myfelf fuftained while a flavu in Malabar, the bare remembrance of which 
is painful. I was not only loaded with irons, but was fubjed to every fpecies of 
indignity: ftill heaven, the protedor of the warrior, at length withdrew me from 
his hands, and the munificence of my fovereign has placed me in a pofl fuffici- 
ently honourable to make me forget my misfortunes. 

This little hiftory of viciffitudes happily terminated, Meer Ali Bey did not need, to 
fupport him under adverfity; at the fame time, it gave him room to hope that he 
might experience as happy a deliverance from captivity as others had done before. But 
the Portuguefe commander, embarking for Lifbon, carried Ali Bey with him: fcarcely 
however had this Turkilh general landed in that city, before he renounced the errors of 
the Mabomeddan religion, to embrace the faith of the crucified Jefus, and thus obtained 
with liberty the means of falvation. 


CHAP. YIL—Of an inhabitant of the kingdom of Bengal^ who lived three hundred and 
eighty years at the Intercejfton of Saint Francu d'AJJifi- * ’ 

• EVEN were I not borfnd by that obligation which every faithful tranflator fhould 
rega^,'of copying with exactitude his original, I’frankly confers, I fhould yet have 
cbofen for the conclufion of my work, the relation of this mi-ack, effeCled by Saint 

• Here Fatlier Churpy fpeaks. —The Fkbnch TaaNSL^oa. 

' . Francis 
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Fwncis d’Aflifc; and doub^tlefs my author, whofe obje£t in this publictcbn tras to 
give a difplay, to all Kurope, of the valour and piety of the Portdguefe, conceived 
that in no better manner he could terminate his book, than with the account of this 
miracle, operated by the Almighty, through this Saint, in the inftanhe of an inhabkant 
of the kingdom of Bengal. 

Don Alfonzo de Caftro, viceroy of India, anxious to know the truth of the accounts 
he had heard of the extraordinanly prolonged life of the individual in queftion, him- 
fdf caufed diligent inquiry to be made, and entreated the bifliop of Cochin, on his 
part, to fecond him by other refearches. This prelate accordingly made minute inqui- 
Iltion into the merits of the tale by means of his officers, and found its truth perfectly 
confirmed. 

This man lived three hundred and eighty years; had been fubjeft to nineteen fuc- 
ccffive fovereigns; had been married eight times; and after the death of his laft wife 
had during forty-fix years been a widower: at the end of this term on taking a ninth 
wife, the young woman bore him children, as alfo had done each of his preceding 
wives. This natural prodigy, extraordinary as it may appear in an age remote from 
that of the patriarchs, is rendered ftill mere fo from the circumftance of this man, 
throughout his long life, never having been fubjefi to any malady Sufficiently ferious 
to require bleeding; from his never having been liable to the tooth ache, nor to 
pun on Ihedding his teeth, or on their growing again, though this had thrice happened: 
moreover, it is affirmed that his complexion was as ruddy as that of a man but forty 
years old, and that no wrinkles denoted his extreme age. 

Nature had not only laboured to preferve a vigorous conftitadon in this wonderful 
man, Ihe had equally exerted herfelf in the prefervation of his intellefrual faculties, 
his reafon, and memory; be readily anfwered whatever was quellioned, and the moft 
remote things, things which from lapfe of time are loft on marble and brafs, lived in 
his remembrance as faithfully as they are traced on the page of the hiftorian. 

Thole anxious to unravel the caufe of a miracle fo unprecedented in latter ages, were 
very much divided in opinion: fome attributed it to the climate, feme to a lingular 
effort of nature; but if the good man himfelf had not developed the myftery, no one 
would have imaged it a pure effed; of grace. He related that on a certain day, 
while tending his flock on the banks of the Ganges, a traveller prefented himfelf be¬ 
fore him, apparently weary with the tedioufnefs of the way, and his ftrength exhaufted 
by the lofs of blood he had experienced from wounds in his lides, liands, and feet. 
Hiofe who had thus treated him, had moreover ftripped him of his garments and 
covered him merely with an old grey drefs, fattened round him by means of a cord. 
The condition of tne poor man affefted him fo ftrongly that, on his entreaty to carry 
hipi over the river, he took him on his Ihouiders, and rendered him this trivial fervice; 
in return he received from him certain grains, which "he enjoined him to preferve, 
and promifed him length of years. 

But while addreffing the ftranger for the purpofe of learning the manner in which he 
was *to employ the grains fo as to try thdr efficacy, the traveller fuddenly va- 
nilhed. The aftonilhment occafioned by his difappearing thus, ftamped fo lively a 
recoUefHon on the mind of the peafant, of the appearance of this man, whom he never 
after faw, that on entering one a church in Bengal Ke recognized in a fudure 
of Sunt Francis d'Affife, which was fiffpended over the altar, the,very individual whom 
he had feenon the banks of the Ganges; and, uttering a loud exclamadon-—^ There,'* 
fad he, “ is the man who promifed me Itmgth of years!" Now, Aat this procraftinated 
life was owing to the interceffion of this faint, is rendered highly probable, as well from 
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his preferving till his death the fame appearance, the fam^ health, and vigour, as he 
enjoyed at the inftant the fahit vanilhed from his fight, as from the refult of the in¬ 
quiries of the bilhop and governor of the place. This relation is likewife farther au¬ 
thenticated by Nunha de Cunha, viceroy of this country at the time therfortifications 
of Dio were enlarged in 1539. 

I have read in the works of Peter de Natalibus, that Saint Severus livefa the fpace of 
three hundred and feventy-three years, bein| ele£led bilhop of TdngreS when two hun¬ 
dred and ninety-feven years of age, and filling four biflioprics during a fuccefiion of 
feventy-fix years. Cardinal Baronius mentions the circumftance as an extraordinary 
exercife of grace. Nicolas de Cemit moreover tefiifies, tiiatta man among the Bramins 
was known to have lived three centuries. 

Were Chriftians to folicit fimilar length of days, it ought to be only to have leifure 
for repentance; as, however, God grants fuch long life only that man may the better 
prepare for the happinefs of eternal life, let us fo fpend the Ihorter allotment afforded 
us, that we may hope to meet in heaven with that ultimate reward which is the end 
of our toils, and the limit of all our hope. 
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TO 

MADAGASCAR AND THE EAST INDIES. 

Bv The ABBE ROCHOK, 

Member of the Academies of SIHences of Paris and' Peterlburgh, Aftronomer of the Marine, Keeper of 
the King's Philofophical Cabinet, Infpe£tor of Machines, Money, S^c. 

Tranflated from the French.* 


DESCRIPTION OF THE ISLAND. 

pHE ifland of Madagafcar has excited the avaricious deflres of the Europeans, ever 
fince it had the nusfortuntf to be tolerably known. Its extent, Together with die 
richnefs of its foil and produftions, feeraed to offer to the people who fliould make 
a conqueft of it, commercial advantages which they would not, certainly, have fuf- 
fered tbemfelves to negleft. Luckily however, the unwbolefomenefs of the climate 
has, hitherto faved it from the yoke of thofe civilized nations, who affume the bar¬ 
barous and unjuft right of fubjefting to their authority thofe tribes whom they call 
favageSf merely becaufe they are unacquainted with the manners and cuftoms of 
Europe. 

There is not one of thefe civilized nations that can boaft of having facrificed even 
a few of the moft triflipg interefts of commerce, to the facred principles of the law of 
nature. All of them have been unjuft and barbarous : all of them have carried the 
fword, fire, and difeafe into every place to which they were attraSed by the hopes of 
gain. Ought they to forget that the foil upon which thefe favages live belongs to 
them, as much as that upon which we live belongs to us ? 

The Europeans would have acquired more folid and lafting advantages, had they 
endeavoured to introduce induftry and the arts into thofe countries which are deftitute 
of them. Thefe prefents would not have been unproduftive ; and commerce would 
have foon experienced how much preferable that mild and humane method is, to the 
unjuft and cruel means which they employed to fubdue the unfohunate inhabitantsi<>f 
all thofe countries which held forth to them any new objeds of wealth. 

'•The ifland of Madagafcar was difcovercd in 1506, by Lawrence Almeydaj but the 
Perfians and Arabs knew it from time immemorial, under the name of Sarandib. 

Alphonfo Albuquerque commiffioned Ruy Pereira dy Conthintho to explore the 
interior part of it, and ordered Triftan d’Acunha to fail round it, and mark the bear- 
ingS of its principal capes and head lands. 

This ifland is divided into twenty-eight provinces, which are, Anoj^y, Manapani, the 
valley of Amboule^ Vohitzan, Watte-Manahore, Tcondre, Btomampo, Adchitnoujjfyi Ereng- 
dranci^ Vohitz-Anghomhes, Manac&rongha^ Mantatane, Antaveres, Ghalembouh, Tam- 
tave, Sabaveb, Voulou-Voukui Andafoutcly, Manghabey, Adcimoutchyy Mandrareyt 
Ampatre^ Carembeukl Mabafalley^ Houlouvey, Swab, Tvandrhou, and Machicores» 


* London 1791, 8vo. 
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When the Portuguefe difcovered Madagafcar, they wlfli^d to give it the name of 
the ifland of St. Lawrence. In the reign of Henry IV, the French named it Jh Dau~ 
phine; but though its real name is Madece^e,- it is generally known un^ r that of 
Madagafcar. ^ » 

This large ifland, according to fevcral learned geographers, is the Csrw.pf Pliny and 
the Mmuthiafde of Ptolemy. 

It extends almoft N. N. E. and S. S. W. and lies between the twelfth and twenty-fixth 
degrees of fouthern latitude. 

We may reckon that the fuperficics of this Jjpand, fo celebrated for the fertility of its 
foil, and the variety of its produftions, contains two bundred miliions of acres pf ex¬ 
cellent land. It is watered on all fides by ftreams and large rivers ; and above «fi by 
a great number of fmall rivulets, which have their fotirces at tbiC bottom ot that long 
chain of mountains which fejvarates the cailern from the wcflevn coalt. d’hc two highell 
mountains in the ifland are Vigagora in the north, and Ijotiftmcne in the fouth. 

Thefc mountains contain in their bow'els abundance of foflils and valuable minerals. 
The traveller who, in the purfuit of knowiedge, traveri'es for the fin't time wild and 
mountainous countries, interfecfed by ridges and valleys, where nature, abandoned to 
its own fertility, prefents the moft fmgular and varied productions, cannot help being 
often {truck with terror and furprife on vlew'ing thofe awful precipices, the fuinmits of 
which are covered with trees, as ancient, perhaps, as the world. His aflonilhmcnt is 
increafed when he hears the noife of immenfe cafeades, which are fo inacceffible that it 
is impoflible for him to approach them. Butrfhefe feenes, truly picturefque, are always 
fucceeded by rural views, delightful hills, and plains where vegetation is never int6r- 
rupted by the feverity and vicilfitude of the feafons. The eye with pleafure beholds 
thofe extenfive favannas which afford nourifhmeut to numerous herds of cattle, and 
flocks of fheep. Fields of rice and potatoes prefent, alfo, a new and highly interefling 
fpeftacle. One fees agriculture flouri'^>"ig, while nature alone defrays almoft all the 
expences : the fortunate inhabitants of Madagafcar never inoiltert the earth with their 
fweat y they turn it up flightly with a pick-axe} and this labour a’oue is fufficieiit. 
I'hey make fmall holes in the ground at a little dillance from each other, and throw 
into them a few grains of rice, over which they fpread a little mould with their feet. 
What proves the great fertility of the foil is, that a field fown in this manner produces 
an hundred fold. 

The forefts contain a prodigious variety of moft beautiful trees, fuch as palms of 
every kind, ebony, wood for dying, bamboos of an enormous fizo, and orange and' 
lemon trees. 

Timber fit for mafls, and for coirflru^ling fliips, is no lefs common than that em¬ 
ployed by carpenters and cabinet-makers. Flacourt fays, that be fent to France, ia 
1650, fifty-two thoufand weight of aloe wood of an excellent quality. Phyficians call 
this wood agatlochum, and the Portuguefe eaglcwood. 

Thefe numerous trees and flirubs are furroumled by a multitude of parafite plants 
and vines. In thefe foreftvS may be found agaric and muflirooms, the colours of which 
are lively and agreeable, and which have an exquifite favour, ‘i’he Malegaches call 
them holaty and know very;*ell how to diftinguilh thofe which are not prejudicial to 
the health. Ufeful gums and rdins are alfo colleQcd here : the milky juice which the 
iflanciers draw from trees, called in their language , j»*oduces, when it 

coagulates, that fmgular fubftanca known to naturalifts by the uame of elafticgum. 

i 

* JatropJiatlaJlisa... Linn. T, , 
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The elafticity of this refinous gum has been lately* employed in various arts; fut^cty 
has even derived fome benefit from it, as it ferves fo make excellent bandages} but it 
is evident, that this valuable fubftance may bc'-ufed with advantage for many other 
purpofes. ’ ^ , 

^l the fc^efts of Madagafcar abound with plants unknown to bfitanifts, fome of 
tiithich are aromatic and medicinal^ and others fit for dying., 

Flax, akind of hemp, which,.in length and Itrength, lurpafies that of Europe, the 
fugar-cane, W'aic, dilFerent kinds of honey, tobacco, indigo, bbck pepper, gum lac, 
amber, arabergreafe, feveral filky and (jpttony fubftances, would long ago have been^ 
objefts of commerce, which Madagafcar might have furnilhed in profufion, had the 
Europeans, fince they frequented the illand, endeavoured to difFufe among the iflanders 
that Imowledge which is necefiary for preparing and rendering valuable the articles 
above mentioned. The raoft indefatigable botanift, in the courfe of a long life, would 
fcarcely make liimfelf even llightly acquainted with the natural hiftory of all the vege¬ 
table produftions thjt grow in this iflaud, the extent of which, in latitude, compre¬ 
hends feveral climates. 

Every refearch, which tends to give us a knowledge of the produftions of Mada- 
^fcar, will be no lefs ufcful to commerce than to the iniprovemesit of arts and raa- 
im&Qures, 

There are, doubtlefs, few countries in the world where navigators can find, in greater 
abundance, and at lefs expence, refrefhinents of every kind. 

It was in the great bay of Antongil,•that M. Mahd de la Bourdonnab, with as 
mhch (kill as expedition, found means to repair the Ioffes and misfortunes which 
hiy fquadron had fuftained; without the refources which he procured here, that 
abte fcaman would have, perhaps, not been in a condition to put to fea; and might, 
cohfequently, have failed of that great fuccefs in India which has given a lultrc to 
h» memory. 

^ The long ftay which M. de la Bourdonnais made in the bay of Antongil, to repair 
his fliattered vefels, filled him with regret during his w’hole life, that he had not ac¬ 
quired more knowledge of the produftions of Madagafcar while he was.governor of the 
ifles of France and Bourbon. This celebrated man was fully fenfible of the utility 
of. which that large ifland might be to the colony over which he had prefided. 

Timber for building houfes and conftrufting (hips, pitch and tar, whale oil, falt-fifh 
©f all kinds, indigo, tobacco, manufaftured hemp and flax, with cotton and different 
km'ds erf filk, appeared to him very important objefls of commerce. He admired with 
what dexterity the women of Madagafcar weave thofe beautiful pieces of ftufl', which 
ietve them for clothing j fome of them are made of the filaments of the leaves of a 
ylaot called raven, others more highly valued by the natives, but in lefs requeft among 
the Europeans, are manufaftured of cotton and filk. 

M. de la Bourdonnais was no lefs ftruck on feeing the induftry with which thefe 
people forge and melt iron and other metals; but he fct more value on their manner 
ofrtwifting fmall cables, which are employed in filhing for whales, and in mooring 
their piroguas. ' 

He hoped that the natural ingeinuity of thefe iflandens, and thdr tafte for the me¬ 
chanical arts, would render it a matter of little diflicult-y to introduce into Madagafcar 
feveral branches of comnierce, ufeful both to Europe and the French^fcolonies m the 
ifles of Bourbon and France. He propofed therefore to ragage the dire&ots of the 
Eafl: India Company to ere£l there manufedories of faihcloth, forges, fbundcries apd 
rope*walks. The popiiUdon of Madagafcar is fuffiriently extenfive to give us reafon 
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JO 3 e*pe£i iuccefo fcom fqch eilablifliments: befides* in that country, labou# and rasr 
materials are exceedingly cheap. * 

No dread was to be apprehended that M. de la Bomadonnais would lead th^ directors 
of the company into great expence for warehoufes and buildings, ©n iheS''. ontrary, '^e 
wiftvedtHey might have the prudence to injitate the fimplicity and economy obferved 
by the Melega^es, in the conftruSion of their houfcs. Nothing, Ihdcbd, would be 
more ruinous than to raife in this wild country edifices like thofe ufed tts for carry¬ 
ing on manufadories of that land. It is too common in Europe to fee Aftafalilh- 
ments languilh, and, fome'times, even occafipn bankruptcy to thofe Who j[^'th«n on 
foot, becaufe they have been fo imprudent h to laiirch out into an extravagance of 
.building, which is almoft always of no utility to the principal objed of tfapil^pran. 

The induftry of thefe people cannot, certainly, in any manner, be comp: lid tp t^t 
of the Europeans. It is impoflible to calculate cxadly the immenfe lofs of time whl^ 
is occafioned to them, by the coarfenefs of their tools, and the iraperfedion of tbepr 
arts. The favage does not know, as we do, the advantages of dividing labour, whidh 
procures to each individual the greateft poflible degree of dexterity, and, befides, fevea 
time, which artifans always .lofc in leaving one kind of work to undertake another. 
"When one, however, has been a witnefs to the laborious care of the favages, and to 
the patience which they employ in order to fucceed in the moft common arts, one can¬ 
not help honouring them with that grateful applaufe which is due to thofe, who, amo^ 
us, exert themfelves in bringing manufadures and the arts to perfedion. Nothing ,W 
neceflary but fome new inventions to change the induftry of a great nation. The 
vention of the ftocking-loom, and the more recent difeovery of fpinning cottc«v hy 
machinery, have operated a great revolution in thefe two branches of manufadhW* 
Neither knitting nor fpinning by the hand can ever in future come in comped^lbn'||S*h 
work executed by machines. 

The natives of Madagascar are called Malegaches or Madecajfes. They are portly in 
their perfons, and rife above the miduie ftature. The colour of their fldn is diffa*ent; 
among one tribe it is of a d*p black, and among another tawny ; fome have a copper- 
coloured tint; but the colour of the greater part is olive. 

All thofe who are black have woolly hair, like the negroes on the coaft of Africa. 
Thofe who are of a complexion fimilar to that of the Indians, and Mulattoes, have 
as lank hair as the Europeans. Their nofe is not flat; they have a broad opm fore¬ 
head j their lips are thin; and their features are regular and agreeable. Thefe people 
generally difplay in their countenance a peculiar charader of iranknefs and good-na¬ 
ture. 'Ihey never (hew any defire of learning but things which relate to tlie fimpleft 
wants of mankind; and this defire is always extremely moderate: they arc very in- 
diflFerent refpeding knowledge which cannot be obtained without rufiedi^ A natural 
want of care, and a general apathy renders every thing infupportable to thenj that^ 
quires attention. Sober, light and adive, they fpend the greater part of theu lives in 
lleeping, and in amufing themfelves. 

The Malegache,like the favage, is deftitute both of virtue and vice. To him..the 
prefent is every thing ; he is fufceptible of no kind of forefight ^ and he does pot eVea 
conceive that there are men on the earth who give themfdves uneafinesb rtfpedhig 

ravage, is abfolute pp^er of ’uraJ^f I his freedom 
j he goes wherever he rb' clrs proper, as he^ 
.choofcs, and'does what he pleafes, except what may hurt,a fellow-creature. It never 
entered the mind of a Malegachc to attempt to domineer hVer the thoughts dr :idions 

5c 2 ‘ of 


hitunty. 

The Malegache, as well as 1 
is confined by no check or reftraint 
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of any one} *acb individual has his own peculiar manner of hhd' bis n<^h* 

hour newer , 4 ifturbs. him* nOr even thinks pf ipt^nptlng it. Ih flfl^ jrefpca th<ife 

tbaa# 6 e'£un^»^% the cruel madiu^ to wiih that 

3^ tpr p£E0ple of earth would to ,‘th#[r tdftotns* opadoitt, and even 

P^J^dfCte. 

j fo much to bejdfte^l' Xh} we find them difcontented with 

jiic^eopdPw become us 1 » defpjre the flate W mtttji'e ? ^re ^ 

tovihM,4!^j'«iii^ whq/tired of exiftence* detefl: h, and ibek to deprive tbemfelves 
ofitr'’* ''■'•I". ^ ^ ' , 

‘ 'The fa«ii||[e CKmfinea his wants and defires to the procuriji^ of what is abfolutely 
neceifisdy f^'his mbfifience. Tie edjoysj in peace the gifts of nature, and endures with 
fileitee thofe evils which ai e infeparable from humanity. 

* The condufl of man in a ftatc of civilization is not fo reafonable. Idlcnefs and 
qf^dence hurry, him on to thofe vain and falfe enjoyments which, in the end, bring 
i^en him new infirnuties; while uoreflrained paflions, and a tafte for the moft frivo¬ 
lous things, make him continually deviate from tlio path that leads to happinefS. He 
who feeks it never finds, it. Ilappinefs exifts, and can exift only in ourfelves, and in 
the goGd ufe wdiich we make of our retifon. ' • 

: the favages as unhappy as we fuppofe, becanfc they are not acquainted with 
all,thofe fuperfluities upon which we fet fo muOT value, why do they rc- 
^adopt our manners, our cuftoms, and our laws ? 

‘er Stel, governor of the Cape of Good Hope, having procured a Hottentot, 
Suifed him to be educated according to the manners and cuftoms of Eu- 
'||ilh*>c]othes were given to him; he was taught feveral languages; and his 
efs f^lly correfponded with the care taken of his education. Vander Stel, 
rt^ining great hopes of his talents, fent him to India under the protection of a 
** schminiftary general, who employed him with advantage in the company’s affairs. 
** iAfepr the dejfth of the comimffary, this Hottentot returned to the Cape. A few 
** days after, wWle on a vifit to forae Hdttentots, his relations, he formed a refolu- 
f tion of pulling off his European drefs, in order to clothe himfelf with a Ihcep’s 
ikin. He then repaired to Vander Stel, in this new attire, carrying a bundle con- 
’taining his old clothes, and, prefenting them to the governor, addreffed him as 
‘fc* jgeliows: * Be fo kind, fir, as to obferve, that I for ever renounce thefe clothes ; I 
am determined to live and to die in the religion, manners, and cuftoms of my ancef- 
4 ^. The only favour I have to beg of you is, that you will fuffer me to keep the 
“ necklace and cutlafs whjeh I now wear.’—Having delivered this fpcech, he imme- 
** diately betook himfelf to fifgbt, wafttout waiting for the governor’s anfwer, and was 
never afterwards feen, at the Cape*.” '. 

Such examples are not ttnCommon: I could mention feveral of the fame kind among 
the Madecaffes. 

The inhabitants ofMadagafear are divided into a gfeat number of tribes. It is 
fuppofed that the population of this ifiand may amount to four millions. This evalua¬ 
tion, however, is by ,far too great; and it is impoQible to afeertaint the truth on this 
pomt, in tbeprefent ftateof theKland, which is divided •Ihto a great number of fo* 
cieties, all sfiftidd one from the other: each fociety inhabits that canton winch it finds 
moft conveident» ahd goi^ii^s itfelf according to ks own ufages. A trflw is com- 
pofed of feveral villages, HVho have all a particular chief, 'inis chief ia fometiines 
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but for the tnoft part fgcceeds by hereditary n^ht. 
they betoog )to thofc who take the trouble to till theim. 


The lands tire riot divided^ 
, Thefe iflanders are ac¬ 
quainted eiflier with locks or bolr^, and live in a vetf Jifiligal mann#. Htonger rcgtefil^ 
their hours of repaft._ It is, however, common to i4e thein ^ m the w^- 


(rhke 


rice, ex- 
-of foUp, 
vromatic 
i::Mfd for 
It each 


ing, and fup at four in the afternoon. Their food ccmflfts of 1 
ceedingly light, and well boiled, which they befprinkle with a fuo _ 
made from, fiih or llelh, and feafoned with pimento, ginger, faffroij| 
herbs. This limple diih is ferved up in the leaves of the 
plates, diflies, and fpoons. Thefe velTels are always clean ^ and are 
repaft. 

The Malegaches have two methods only of pitparing their food, 
it in earthen veflels of an. excellent quality, which they manufadurc 
nuity, and which they call panella, or they broil it upon the coals. 7 

They catch with much dexterity a great number of birds unknown in Europe, 
are as much fought after by naturalifts, on account of the beauty of their plumag^ as 
they are efteemed by travellers, on account of their exquifite tafte. 

The pheafant, the partridge, the quail, the pintado or guinea fowl, the wild-^ck, 
teals of five or dix different kinds, the black paroquet, the fpoon-bill, tfte turtle:?^^e^ 
the black-bird, the green wood-pigeon, pigeons and paroquets of various .icobuyf|ji'to- 
gether with a kind of bat of a monftrous fize, afford excellent and delicate i|Otifil|i^nt 
to the Europeans. It was not without a confiderable degree of reluctance, thaf l firft 
ate the bats of Madagafcar, dreffed after the manner of a fricafeed chicken. 
animals are fo hideous, that the very fight of them frightens our failors} yet Wbi^a^Otte 
can overcome that difguft which is infpired only by the idea of their figure, 
is found to be much more palatable than that of our befl: fowls. 

The Malegaches catch immenfe quantities both of fea and frelh-water fiffi. ;‘-v;, 

The dorado, breams of differait kinds, foies, pilchards, much'.latgev Tiiat not fo 
good or fo fat as ours, herrmgs, raackarel, oyilers, mufcles, cr^Sj and turtle, fur- 
nifli food in abundance to the iflanders who live on the borders of the fea. The rivers 
alfo fupply them with very fine eels, and ffelh water mullets, in fafte and excelfaice 
preferable to fea mullets. On thefe coafts there are a great many kinds of fife, which 
one muff not eat without trying whether they are poifonous, by putting a piece pf filver 
under their tongue. If the piece of filver lofes its colour, and becomes blatfe, thofe 
who fhould eat them would experience the moft fatal fymptoms, and be expofed to 
great danger. Several of the people belonging to admiral Bofeawen’s fquadron loft 
their lives at Rodriguez, by not taking.this ufeful precaution.' f 

The French have frequented only the eaftern coaft of Madagafcar. The province of 
Carnafli, in which Fort Dauphine ffands, is well known to them, and alfo a pmt of 
thofe where Foulepointe, the bay of Antongil, and the ifland of NolE Hybrahii% are 
fituated. •• • 

OP THE southern TART OF MADAGASCAR. 

THAT part of Madjgafeir where Fort Dauphine is fituated is very'p^^palous. 
Almoft all the villages are built ujibn eminencesthey are funounded by two i^ws of 
ffrong palifades; and within th^ there is a parapet of|||th"fVLi|!Teetm hei^t.^^^^^^ 
bamboos, placed at the diftance of five feet from each‘^er, aid funk jCo a Cbnfidera!^ 
depth in the ground, ferve to ftrengthen the palifades i',b;i,tt fome of t^e villages are 
fortified alfo by a dheh ten feet in oreadtb, and fixin ^ . 

The: 
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irtm, to die othijr 
jil^ovei thc^ heads widu 
,. TO that they can be d|t> 

c»W W tfty much lioiiteti; yet^ in 
n<im|^bey;a^j||;>|ll!)^ all the land, M^hidbi 

dilir bed)i6;| at^ ctdtivated. For iliis thegr 

t, which, oCthe eo’iintry, i« called facti/li. 

ovii^e of endM^ ijWabt of the art oi wi iring. 

, , . hiwKsJ ,}w?wfw hJadetaiK wgtiage s biu 

^ihey OM6deJ^/f <x(^ ^ And?ic chjira^^. They have among 
ifes ,cii» lad jndMal a^fobgy/. Thefe Orabiaffes are 

^yficians. Tpe tnoft i^lchuillted cotaeffom theprovhice of Matatane, 
Couhtly i^gic is prelfi^ffed in Its fblf glory* 'The Matatapes ai*c dreaded by 
,, Ifer of the ifland** tt^ «K(StA »t this art of deception 1 he Om- 

iti niibli/' eN>a«naTi<*v itfid atWnl/vrir. nTh^^ivf- urit-fnir h»s. 


iir 


thl^ynjdi'nd years ago. Iltdif pi^r ^'^ade in the valley of 4?nboul«; it is manufic- 
the Pap^rits niktim, nhiCh t^iJKifedeciides name They pull 

the inner m tree J divide k into very thin fitamaits, 
nn^l^n wth water 5 aii^ ftaiviiii^ iaid them acro 4 each other, in variou* 
disepdbsy phefejdtpm well dfci^n. are then boiled in a ftrong lye of afhes, and 

afteHwntlhi'pcmn^d in a large wooden mortar till they are reduced to a pafle. lliis 
pi^ is warned and,dr<®u^)«td with wtw upon a ffame made of bamboos, m the form of 
a j^i^r When tliis o|jCjfetion is |!l0^ed, the leaves are fprtad out to tlry in the fun, 
ax^tiaili^laKed wtin a detkiilion of^^iediwater, called in the Male”ache language paneu 
fi/im loKi paper is of a yellowllfeij^iiflar} bvt when it is well glazed, it does not im¬ 
bibe the |nlt. yiie pens Wfod by m^id^ers are made of the l)ainboo. 

Their hik is nsade foMtl % decn^l^ in boiling water of the bark ol a tree which they 
call sNbmrftfl/e. This ink is pot ^nke fo black as ours, but it n, naturally more ftiining. 

ITl^ Arabic language has made foine progxwfs in the north-weft part of the ifland of 
bh|||l|||fcar. Iris well known that ^ Arab piimccs iomied large eftablifhments along 
thllwPdi^ cbtd^^ which, according h) geographers, coirefpond with the kingdoms of 
Motppdmpa ^Ipoino-EtnugL Ih^y took pofteiTion alio of the ifland of €oniora; 
andwj^eprinw^llTO thev emigratf^to si^lea and the adjacent ifles, did not forger 
th^ dncim>t coui^fy. ft{|l iadtifed ^ptn^ on an incouliderable trade with Aden, 

Slid the coafts bf ii^fnnia^ ***''®*‘ ^ Bpmbemc, 

in iplid^aJlGai'ji ^ kind of fettlement; Whicti tables them to viUtdilfeient parts of that 
ifl|ni|» pr the purpofes of commerce. By thefe means they have introduced their ian- 
giiAAnd left ftime traces MahoyidtaJdftn fmong tfte Malegaches. Formerly, there 


,kbont twdhl^^s «|o, to t am# ^^ jftoTthis fnfpeafion ^ 
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in order to form a Portuguefe fettlemeut at Cape St. Sebaftian, in Madagifcar. Thd 
mtention of this eftabliffiment was merely religious. Th2 Portuguefe thought of form¬ 
ing a miffiod, rather than afaftory; but this projefl: was not attended 
M.Boffe, an inhabitant of the ifle of Bourbon, faw the mejancholy # iains 
c/tablifiirnent. ’ 

It is furprifing that Mahoraetanifin has not made greater progrefs m.|hjs ifland, which 
has been fo much frequented by the Arabs. However, if we ejccepjt cificumcifion, ab- 
ftinence from pork, and fime few trilling practices, which have very little influence 
over the conducl of ihefe people, the defeeudants ol the Arabs themfelves have loft 
light of the fundamental parts of their religious or'.ions. They do nqt believe in a 
future exiftence ; like the Manichees, they admit of two principles, one fujjffm- good 
and the other extremely wicked. They never addreis their prayers to the ormei;^ but 
they entertain a great dread of the latter. I'liey are continually doing homage and 
oflcring up facrifices to him. 

The ifland of Madagafcar is fo near to the coaft of Africa, that it is natural to fup* 
pofe that it mud have been peopled from that vail; continent; but at prefent the different 
races are lo intermixed, that it would be vain to attempt to dcicribe all the varieties of 
them. 

One can, however, in this ifland diflinguifh the race of real negroes} but it is a 
matter of more Jifiiculty to diilinguiih thole who are defeended from the whites. 

The whitcA, who inhabit the province of Anofli and Carcanofli, pretend to be de¬ 
feended liom Imina, the mother of Mahomet. They have afuimed the name of Zaf- 
ferahimini. The whiles, who inhabit Foulcpointe, Noffi.ilibrahim, and the ttfiy of 
Antongil, are fprung, fomc from the pirates, and others from the Jews; for this Vea- 
fon, they call theinfelves ZalFe-lIibrahiin, tha*^ is to fay, the defeendants of Abrabam. 
Ik-fides the'e, there is a third kind of whites, who fay they werefent to Madagafcarby 
the Caliph ol Mecca, to inltruct rh ; Malegaches in the fecrets of nature, and the re¬ 
ligion of I'lahomi.t. I'hefe impo.i ois feized upon the province of Matatane, after they 
had expelled ana mafi'acred the Zafferahimini, who governed that diftrict. They are 
called Zaffi-Callmambou. Their complexion is darker than that of the other wnites, 
and their profcllion is to teach to read and write the Arabic language. 

The Zaflerahimini, in the province of AnoATi and Carcanofli, believe that they came 
originally from the fandy plains on i.he borders of Mecca. On this account they are 
ciiUcd Ontampa/femurt!, and are divided into three clafles, the Rheandrians, theAnacan- 
drians, and the Ontzatfi. 'I’hc firlt and mofl honourable dafs, is that of the Rhoan- 
drians. People of thi.s dafs have afl'umed to therafdves the priv'iegc of killing animals.. 
Among ravages, and people who fubfilt by hunting, the trade of a butcher isalmolt 
always hold in great diflindiou. The Rhoandriaus are the nobility of the country 
and it is always from this dafs that the fovereign is dhofen. 

The Anacandrians are defeended from the Rhoandrians, and a woman of aninfOTior 
dafs. For this real’on, they lhare with the R hoandrians the honour and advantage of 
killing, for the other iflanders, fuch animals as are necelTary to their fubfiftence. 

, The Ontzatfi are the lull dafs of the Ontampaffemaca } but they enjoy no palricular 
marks of diftinffion. They are generally brave foldia s, Ikillcd in the art of war, who 
can throw a ftone or an aliagay with great dexterity, and who fpeid their time in damcing, 
lleeping, and amufing themfelves. They learn from tlidi e;i-reft infancy fiame fongs,. 
cemtaining leflbns of morality, pr fables refpeding theff origin , 

The native blacks are divided into four clafles: the Vpadami, the Lohavohits, the 
Ontzoa, and the Ondeves, ' 

The 
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' 'The VofiVlzin, we ere ;if.\irecl, arc the ucfcendaiits of the ancient foverehtjns of the 
ifland. I'hey are generally p/etty rich in flavcs and ; and they are allowed to 

polTefs fev^ral vilia,;' ?!. Thefc peoi)!c nni'i be held in great coniiJeration among; tlie 
Ji]|jnders of Madagaicar, for they have pn ferved, uot Aitiifhnuiing the licfpotiftn of tlie 
Arabs, who conquered the provir.ce of Anolli, tlie i iglit e.f kiiliiig, when tliey are iK)t 
in the prefenct? of a RhoanJriau t.r an Aiiacandn’an, inch ao.i:n,ds as belong to tlieir 
fubjeffs. '1‘he Lohavohifs arc mr.cli !. is powerfu! finin the Vr'adziri. 'riiey can never 
pofflfs more rh;m one villa';-.'; and, however rich iitey may be in Hocks, t!u!y iitiiil 
always fend for a Riioandiiaii or an Anacandri.’u, to kiil thofe animals which they 
and their i'nbjechs u'e as food. 

The calle of the Oiitzoa comes Im’ricdlattly alter that of the Lohavulilis, to v. ltom 
they are nearly rckitixi; hiu they have no kitid ol aitthority or privilege, d'lic 
Oiidevcs Tire Haves Itv cslraLlioii : 


no 

the hl;ilesa<. 


lane 


ge, tha.t word ligiiilies a 


]’(] man. 

'J'he Malegaclics prefervr, refpe-Tiu”; their origin, a fai)!'.' which correi'pitnds extremely 
well with tlic fiiljiiivilion 1 have given ul ilid'e cliJr. rei;'. ' ofits. 

Such of tli'jle iiLio.dci.s as have any crmljiion, relate, tisat i!ie Creator ol heaven and 
earth formed, from tlie l)udy <1 die Hr.t n.aiu wti;':.! l-e was alkeo, ieveti women, 
'lliefe were the ntoihcrs of tiie uiHn t.ni c.nLs. 

The calle of the Rhorudnan^ are the uuepr’n-’ o; tite Hrll man, and the wotnan 
formed from his bfain. Tiva mrth'er of the Atisete.-ek-ia-o, titiJ that ol the Omzain, 
had not fo noble an oiii-in. 'I'he one war form-ed i. .mi lits iieck ; and ll'.e oilier iiom 

i) ' 

the left Ihoulder. 


The ciiRe of the Voad/.iri proccc.l from the llrtt mr.n, and the woman l. -nncd out 
of hi.s right Hdc. 

The mother of the Lohavohits and the Ontt^oa enne tram rhe thigh and the cali 
of the leg; but the extradion of the Ondeves is Hill meatier, d’hey are laid to be 
defccndecl from the foies of the icet. 

It is cloubtlefs a lubject of melanrtlmly refleCien to find anmnoH the people who 
inhabit the large province of AnoHi to ridiculuii ; fidile.s rerp .-^ting l!)c inequality of 
their condition. V/hat a deplorable abfurdity for i...v;i'.>es to rtlule being breUircn, 
and to difdain a common origin ! The explanation of this kind of phenom-enon can be 
found only in the conqueft which the Arabs;, the anccHors ol the Rhotimiriaiir., marie 
«.';t Madagafcar. This foreign race have Idt, v.k.crcver tiiey \.cie difptried, tlie mold. 
lament.tble traces of fuperflitioii. Tlie Rhoaiu.i itms are reduced at prekml to a family 
of about twenty perlbns. None of them are to be founri but iu the province of iVnofli ; 
and there i.s rcafoji fo hr pc tiiac tite iiland will at lengtii be delivered from the 
government anti yoke of thefc cor.querons, vdio have laid it wafle, and inlecled it with 
Maffometan pradices. * 

The Malegacfits fubmit to the lUioandrians only as free fubjeds. 'I’hey change 
their chiefs at plcafurc; and they can attach tiicmfelves to any one whom they 
tliink capable of fecuring to them happinefs and tranquillity. I'hd'e iHauders arc too 
brave\o crouch under a burthenfonie yoke; but their extreme credulity is, ■w'ithouit 
doubt, very pvejudicial to their liberty, and to thefuccefs of tlicir enterprifes. 

How is it pollilHc that thefc pconie, involved in the clarkncfs of ignorance, can 
defend themfelves againlt the deception of the Ombiaties, when the moil eidiglitcned 
nations are Hill every ,day dupes to quacks and imppftors? It would appear as if jt 
were necelfary that man Ihould fun'er himfclf to be fubjedled by chimeras. Reafon is 
feldnm ever fo nowevfnl ns to nrcforvi-* iiim entirely from that fondncfs for the mar¬ 
vellous 



ROCHOn’s VOYAGB to MADAGASCAR. 747 

vellous which often hurries him into the moft ridiculous illufions; and if in civilized ' 
nations he fometimes artfully conceals this fatal propentity, it is only becaufe he is 
alhamed of his weaknefs. 

Ihe Malegaches of the province of AnofFi are lively, fenfible, and ^ruteful; they 
are far from being cleflitiite of intelligence or capacity. Thefe iflanders arc paflionatcly 
fond of women •, and wlien in their company never appear fad, or digeQed. Their 
principal attention is to jilcafe the fair fex, who, in this country more than in any 
other, meet with that rcfptw and deference which arc fn neceffary to the happinefs of 
fociety, Man here never cotnmauds as a defpnt; nor oes the woman ever obey as a 
Have. Ihc balance of power inclines even in favour the women. I’heir empire is 
that of beauty, miklnefs, and the graces; for, colour excepted, the Malegarh" ..omen 
are handloitie. Their perfons arc (lender and genteel; they have pleahng and delicate 
feaiure.s ; a foft fmooth fkin ; teeth remarkably white ; and fine blue eyes, the pupils 
of w hich are browm and fparkling. 

A plurality of wives is not uncommon here among the chiefs, and thofe who are 
rich ; but they never cfpoule more than one legally; the reft are confidered as concu¬ 
bines. 1 his practice is not attended with difagrceable confequenccs in Madagafcar; 
for all theie w'om( 2 n live in harmony together, licfides, a divorce may take place as 
often as the conjugal union dilpleafes either the hulband or the w'ifc. When they part, 
however, by mutual confent, they reftore to each other the property they pofTefled 
before marriage. In Madagafcar adultery is looked upon as a robbery, and as fuch is 
tiimiflicd. Thefe people, therefore, pay the utmoft refpeft to marriage ; they forewarn 
itrangers to behave with decency to their wives ; but they offer them their daughfers, 
and think themfelves much honored when they have children by them. Married 
women may be known by their hair, which is lejiaratcd into trefles, and bound up in 
the lo rn of a nofegay on the top of the head. Young women fulfer it to tall carelefsly 
over their fhouldeis. Ilufbands are ' '""ays in high fpirits when with their wives; their 
prefence infpircs iliem with joy ; as loon as they perceive them, they begin to dance 
and to fing ; and they continually repeat that they footh the carlife. T’he Male- 
gaclie w omen appear to be iiappy, and are generally in good humour. Their lively, 
cheerful and equal temper is peculiarly pleating to the Europeans. 

Wliile the Malegaches are at war, their women fmg and dance inceffantly, through¬ 
out the W'holc day, and even during a part of the night. They imagine that thefe 
continual dances animate tb.cir hutbands, and increafe ibcir vigour and courage. They 
fcarcely allow themfelves time to enjoy their meals. When the war is ended, they 
affcmble, at fim-fet, and renew their Tinging and dancing, w'hich always begin with 
much noife, and the found of various iaftruments. 'I'heir fongs arc either panegyrics 
or fatires ; and appeared to me to interelt the fpeftators very mucii. Such fporls yc 
a kind of ufcful lelfons, in which glorious dcctls arc celebrated, and contemptible adions 
ridiculed. As foon as a woman perceives that her health betrays any hgns of having 
had familiar intercourfe with the Europeans, flic Aafents herfelf from thofe joyful adeai- 
blies, in order to avoid the cutting raillery (>f licr companiotis, and to put herfelf uyder 
tl# care of the phyficians, or OmbialTes. iliis cuffom prevent.'^ the venereal dileafe 
from I'preading fo much in.this illand as it has fpread in Europe. Befidcs, the Om- 
biaffes have found out a remedy for this diforder, v;hicfi i.s fa’;l to lie extremely effica¬ 
cious. 1 do not recolleft the name of the plant which they nf but I know that its 
leaves refemble thofe of the phyllya-ea. Thefe phyficians ordc" e patient to chew and 
fwallow it, lying alternately on the back and belly, in a horizontal pvTition. 'The 
patient muft not be loaded with clothes j and, in order that pevfpiratio.i may nor le’ 
vox., xvi. 5 D impeded, 
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impaded, flie mufl; be furrounded, on all fides, with a ftrong brifk fire, durinjg the 
whole time that the remedy ads. The virus of the difeafe generally accumulates ift the 
foies of the feet; and the abfcefs there formed is feldom attended with difagreeable 
confequenccs. Great care is taken that the heat of the fire may not be too difagreeable 
ti the patient. Thefe lavage people thus know how to deliver themfcUes hapinly, 
and in Ids time than we, from that fcourge which we introduced amonglt them, and 
whic;> in Europe ocralions fo much devaftation. 

Moil travellers, inllead of lamenting that the favages ever became nrquainted 
W'ith ti';'? Europeans, feem to take delight in throwing out every kind <il mveftive 
againfi: then, it is thus that they have almoft always rewarded them for iiofpitality 
which they f ) geiicroufly and dilinlerelledly fliewed towards us. If you read Fla- 
court*, you will imagine that the Mak'gachos are the moft perverfe, the mofi: de¬ 
ceitful, and the mnfl fawniing of mankind. He does not hefitate to alien, that atnong 
thefe iflanders treacliery and revenge arc; accounted virtues; compafiion and gratitude 
weaknefles. Such abfurd declamation, however, can impofe only on thofc who have 
not ftudiecl, with Roufl'eau, man in bis primitive Hate. 

I have lluditd with fome care the character and cuftoms of the iflanders of Mada- 
gafear ; I have fcveral tintes allifted at their alleniblies when they were deliberating upon 
important affairs *, I have followed them in their dances, their fporls and their amufe- 
ments ; and 1 have always fnind among them that ptudent referve which fccuresthem 
from thofe fatal cxceffes, and thofe vices, fo common among poliflied nations. I was 
indeed, then lb young that my obfervations cannot have much weight; but, if my ex¬ 
perience is not i’ufficient to inl'pire confidence, I beg the rc-ader to ihidy the nature of 
things, more than the relations of ignorant and unprincipled men, who think they 
have a right to cxcrcife the molt defpotic fway over the inlia’oitants of a foreign land. 

If the Malegachcs have fometimes employed treachery, they were forced to it by the 
tyranny of the Europeans. I'he weak have no other arms to protect them ironuthc 
attacks of the ftrong. Can ihcfc people defend thcmiclvcs ]:)y any oilier means againlt 
our bayonets and artillery.^ They are dcltitule of knowledge and refimrees; yet w'e 
take advantage of their weaknefs to make them yield to our caprices: they receive the 
moft rigorous treatment itt return for the hoipitality which they have fo gcncroully 
fhewn to us; and wc call rlicm traitors am! cowards, when wc fui ce liicm to break 
the yoke with which it has plcafcd us to load them. 

Thefe melancholy truths are tro w'cll proved, by the ruin of the different cftabli/li- 
raents which the Europeans have ar'empted to form in Mad;;gafear. 

In 1642, Captain Picault ob' uned for l.lmfelf and affociates the exclufive privilege 
of trading to IVladagafcar ; and at the fame epoch a grant of tiic iflaud was given to a 
pojverful company, by letters patent from the crown. 

t)ne Pronis therefore was commifitoned to take poffellion of IMadagafcar in the 
name of the king, with orders to form an eftablilhment in fome fertile fpot, which 
might be fufceptible of defence, and of an eafy and fafe accefs. In conCcqucncc of 
thefa orders, he made choice of the village of Manghefta, which is liruated at the ex¬ 
tremity of the provincti of Carcanoffi, in liie latitude of 24" 30'. This place appeal#! 

« 

• 

• He was director-general of tlie French r. ift -India Company, and in 1648 had tlie management of an 
expedition in the iflaiid of Madagafcar, which, like all the preceding, proved unfuccclhful. Tiiis expe- 
thtion, however, procured a very minute account of the ifland, which Flacourt was enabled to give, 
from having lelided in it ten years. It was printed at Paris, in one voliiiitc quarto, with figures o’efigned 
and engraven b/ the author, and was dedicated to the fubintcndatit Fouquet, who had the principal fliare . 
n|: the company then formed for caj-jying on a itaJe to tlie Ball Indies. T. 
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to him as likely to .anfwer the pnip'-'Ied ctul in every refpecl. 'I he numerous herds ' 
of horned cattle-which frequented this mrt of the count!*y, and 'it-, lieh iii.'ds of rice 
and potatoes, fufFcred no uncafineis (OTetnahi in his mind refpefliug pro.' ,'ioiv^. A 
navigable river, which takes its rile at the hotoin of mount Siliva, wateifR readows of 
an immenfe extent in the neighbourhood : timber of all kinds lit for'buibiing houfes, 
or conftrufting Ihips, may be lound in abundance dole to coiiimodioub docks ■, and 
the harbour is perfeclly fltclrercd from ihefca vinds by tlic hnall ifland of St. Lucki. 

Scarcely had Pronis cftabllfheti himfelf at.Mangltefia, wlien Captain Refimon brought 
him feventy people from France, to reinforce his linall i ! uiy. But tlte unwholefomenck. 
of the climate in the fpace of a month deflroyed one i' id of the whole. Pronis being 
then obliged to abandiin this firft eftabliftment, u.otwithllanding iit; adva it-■g’ou.i 
fituation, retired precipitately with the remains of his colony to tlie pc.ii t'c.a of 'I’ho- 
langar, the air of which is more faliibrious. 

'I'his pcninfula, which is fitualed in the iw'enty.ftfth degree of kiiiiudc, increafes 
infenfibly in breadth, and might eafily be fecuied from any attack of the iflanders by 
redoubts and palifades. The fort built here, the elevation of which above the fea is an 
hundred and fifty feet, commauds the harbour, fo that an enemy at anchor would not 
long be able to withfland the lii j of its batteries. A bold fliore furrounded with break¬ 
ers renders it very difficult to land here ; and accefs to the fort would be impradicable, 
were it ftrengthened by fome 'dditional works. I'fws fort, called Fort Dauphin, is of 
an oblong figure, and is furrounded with good walls built of lime and fand, covered 
with Itrong cement: it was thought needlefs to enclole it on the fide towards the har¬ 
bour. Tlic anchoring ground is excellent: a fliip here would fooner break her cables 
than drive on her anchors: but the lea winds, and above all the frequent and ftrong 
norih-cafl: breezes, are very troublcfome to Ihips moored in this port, the entrance of 
which is bounded on the fouth by C^ape Ravenate, and on the north by the point of 
Iiapcra. 'i'hc beautiful river of Fan^iere, which has its fource at the bottom of the 
mountains ,1 Manghabcy, runs in.o me fea two leagues from Fort Dauphin, and very 
near to Cape Ravenate. 'f his river fuppdies water to a large lake, which the iflanders 
call the lake vf Amboule. It is ten thoufand fathoms in circimuerence, and its mean 
depth is about forty feet. 

The lake of Amboule would form an excellent harbour, w'ere not the channel by 
which it communicates with the fea oft>n Unit up by lliifting fands. 

There are certain timc.s when large vell'cls might eafily be carried into this bafin: 
hut j’uch opportunities ai-e rare. Beiore thefe occafions can happen, the river, by a 
fudden Iwcll, nrull have waihcd away the bar of land which the winds and the waves 
arc every day accumulating at its nrouth, and whicli is formed in that fpot where the 
cuiTcnt of the water is in equilibrio with the force of the tide. It is not, however, 
impollible to open that paflagc, and to clear away the fiind-baiik which prevents faips 
from entering this excellent harbour. 

'I'o effett this, the hulls of fome old velTcks laden wiiii ballafl ought to be funk at 
certain diltances, and in :i diredion which local obfervations made wiih great care could 
qilonc point out. Thofe incumbrnnccs would ferve as fo i^aiiy foundations to a new 
fand-bank, which w’ould Ipc formed from the quantities dail', wailied .in by the fea. 
After this preliminary operation w;\s finiflted, it would be ntu.lT ' y lo wait fome time, 
until the fand-bank was pretty weli coufolidated to withfta. d ti _ force of the river, 
which, when increafed in Itrengjh'and quantity, might pn.d ■ tht efledt of a large 
lluice» The bank employed to withftund the current being conflruded in fuch a’ 
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impaded, Ae imift b« forjpojinded, on all fides, with' a ftroOg briflt#T, 'dtnhfe^e. 
whole ttra^ that the remedy ads. The virus Ae difeafe generally acdnm'alat^ w iho 

fol^ of the feet; and the abfeefs thete formed is feldom attended with diAghseabte 
confequences. • Great care is taken that the heat of the fire may not be too dHS^ireable 
the patient. Thefe favage people thus know how to deliver themfelves' happily, 
and in lefs time than we, from that fcourge which we introduced amongft them, and 
which in Etirope occafions fo much devaftation. 

Moll: travellers, inftead of lamenting that the favages ever became acquainted 
with the Europeans, feem to take delight in throwing out every kind of inveSive 
againft them. It is thus that they have almoft always rewarded them for the hofpitality 
which they fo gencroufly and difintcreftedly Aewed towards us. If you read Fla- 
court*, you will imagine that the Malegaches are the moft perverfe, the moft de¬ 
ceitful, and the moft fawning of mankind. He does not hefitate to affert, that among 
thefe iflanders treachery and revenge are accounted virtues; companion and gratitude 
weakneffes. Such abfurd declamation, however, can impofe only on thofe who have 
not ftudied, with Roufleau, man in bis primitive ftate. 

I have ftudied with fome care the eharafter and cuftoms of the iflanders of Mada- 
gafear; I have fcveral times affifted at their alTcmblies when they were deliberating upon 
important affairs; I have followed them in their dances, their fporis and their amufe- 
mente ; and I have always found among them that prudent referve which fecures them 
from thofe fetal cxceffes, and thofe vices, fo common among poliAed nations. I was 
indeed, then fo young that my obfervations cannot have much weight; but, if my ex¬ 
perience is not fufficient to infpire confidence, I beg the reader to ftudy the nature of 
thiqgs, more than the relations of ignorant and unprincipled men, who think they 
have a right to cxercifc the moft defpotic fway over the inhabitants of a fordgn land. 

If the Malegaches have fometimes employed treachery, they were forced to it by the 
tyranny of the Europeans. The weak have no other arms to proted them Ironntbc 
attacks of the ftrong. Can thefe people defend themfelves by any other means againft 
our bayonets and artillery ? They are deftitute of luiowledge and refources; yet we 
take advantage of their weaknefs to make them yield to our caprices : they receive the 
moft rigorous treatment in return for the hofpitality which they have fo generoufly 
Aewn to us; and we call them traitors and cowards, when we force them to break 
the yoke with which it has pleated us to load them. 

Thefe melancholy truths ai-e too well proved, by the ruin of the different eftabliA- 
raems which the Europeans have attempted to form in Madagafcar. 

In 1642, Captain Picault ob'ained for liimfelf and aflbeiates the cxclufive privilege 
of trading to Madagafcar; and at the fame epoch a grant of the ifland was given to a 
pojverful' company, by letters patent from the crown. 

bne Pronis therefore was coramiffioned to take poffeffion of Madagafcar in the 
name of the king, with orders to form an eftabliAment in fome fertile fpot, which 
might be fufceptible of defence, and of an eafy and fafe accefs. In confequence of 
thefe orders, he made choice of the village of Manghefia, which is fituated at the ex¬ 
tremity of the province; of Carcanoffi, in the latitude of 24“ 30'. This place appeafift 
' • 

• He was dire&or-general of the French r.Aft-India Company, and in 1648 had the management of an 
expedition in the ifland of Madagafcar, wiuch, like all the preying, proved unfucceiidul. This xHtpe- 
ditjon, however, procured a aery muiute acroiuit of the lilandt whicn Flacouit was enabled to glfe. 

* fioin,having lefided in it tea years. It was printed at I’aris, in one volume quarto, with figures defigi^d 
m 4 engraven by the author, and was dedicated to the fabintendant Fouqiiet, who had the princijial Ihare . 
i% Ae Cflinpany then fbrm^ for carrying on a tiade to the Indie*. T. 
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toliSli) as ItKlttorwer the propofed end in every The numerhus herds * 

bqrBe|dip^tp!^hi<^ frequented this ||rt of the countty,’ and Its ikh fields rice 
and iw^^i^8».,ifufFcr€d no unealinefs to* main in his mind reipefting provTions. ]A. 
|iavigab|e ri^, which takes its rife at the bottom of mount SiKva, wateal meadows of 
an imsis^e eittent in the neighbourhood : timber of all kinds fit for'bsnlding houfes, 
or conftrading fbips, may be found in abundance clofc to comraodiotMi docks; and 
die harbour is perfedly iheltered from the fea winds by the fmall ifland of St. Lucia. 

Scarcely Ind Pronis eftabli/hed himfelf at.Manghefia, when Captain Refioaon brought 
him feVenty people from France, to reinforce his fmall colony. But the unwbbtefotnenefs 
of the climate in the fpace of a month defiroyed one t’ id of the whole. Pronis being 
then obliged to abandon this firft eftablilhment, notwithftanding its advent geotus 
fituation, retired precipitately with the remains of his colony to the pcuinlula of Tho- 
langar, the air of which i& more falubrious. 

This peninfula, which is fituated in the tw'enty.fifth degree of latitude, increafes 
infenfibly in breadth, and might eafily be fecuied from any attack of the iflanders by 
redoubts and palifades. The fort built here, the elevation of which above the fea is an 
hundred and My feet, commands the harbour, fo that an enemy at anchor would not 
long be able to withftand the fire of its batteries. A bold Ihore furrounded with break¬ 
ers renders it very difficult to land here; and accefs to the fort would be impraffical^e, 
were it ftrengthened by forae idditional works. This fort, called Fort Dauphin, is of 
an oblong figure, and is furrounded with good walls built of lime and fand, covered 
with ftrong cement: it was thought neediefs to enclofc it on the fide towards the har¬ 
bour. The anchoring ground is excellent: a ftiip here would fooner break her ctbtes 
than drive on her anchois: but the fea winds, and above all the frequent and ftrong 
north-eaft breezes, arc very troubleforae to ftiips moored in this port, the entrance of 
which is bounded on the fouth by Cape Ravenate, and on the north by the pomt of 
Itapera. The beautiful river of Fanffierc, which has its fource at the bottom of the 
mountains of Pdanghabey, runs into me fea two leagues from Fort Dauphin, and very 
near to Cape Ravenate. This river fupplies water to a large lake, which the iflanders 
call the lake Amboule. It is ten thoufand fathoms in circumference, and its mean 
depth is about forty feet. 

The lake of Amboule would form an excellent harbour, were not the channel by 
which it communicates with the fea often fhut up by fhifring fands. 

There are certain times when large veifels might eafily be carried into this bafin: 
hut fuch opportunities are rare. Before thefe occafions can happen, the river, by a 
fudden fwcll, mull have waffied away the bar of fand which the winds and the waves 
are every day accumulating at its mouth, and which is formed in that fpot where the 
current of the ikater is in equilibrio with the force of the tide. It is not, however, 
impoffible to open that paffage, and to clear away the fand-bank uhich prevents i!dps 
from entering this excellent harbour. 

I’o effeS: this, the hulls of fome old veflels laden widi ballaft ought to be funk «t 
certain dillances, and in a direflion which local obfervations made with great care could 
jlone point out. Thefe incumbrances would ferve as fo many foundations to a nesw 
fand-bank, which would t>e formed from the quantities daily walked .in by the fea. 
After this preliminary opeVation was finiffied, it would be neceir.i7 to wait fome time, 
ualil 1:|ie fand-bank was pretty well confolidated to withftand force the river, 
whi£h, when increafed in ftrengih^nd quantity, might prod- ^ the effe^r of a large 
iluice. The bank oaiployed to withftand the current being eonftru^bed in fuch a' 
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' manner a?: to break of Itfelf, the violence of the ftream would not fsal to cleanfi! the 
mouth of the river, and to rfcnder the entran|| of the lake praQicable* ' 

Every jnethod employed to make moles inTOe fea might be attended TOth advantage 
in accompliihing the objeft here propofed. If I have given the preference to that of 
ufing the hulls of old Ihips, it is becaufe it appears to me to be the moft commodious, 
the moft expOdltiouo, and the leaft expenfive. Befides, an experiment of this nature 
could not fail of being ufeful and inftruftive, whatever might be its fuccefs. Veffels, 
when funk, are mafles fo enormous and folid, on account of the care taken to bind all 
their parts together, that I do not think it poffible to fubftitute for them, in moles, and 
works deftined to withftand the fury of the fea, any other bodies more capable of 
refifting the violence of the waves. The river Fanfliere is navigable for boats to the 
diftance of from fifteen to twenty leagues from its mouth. The labour neceflary to 
bring the navigation of this river to perfedtion would be very inconfiderable. 

* The point of Itapera, which is to the north of Fort Dauphin, enclofes, on the 
fouthern fide, the great bay of Loucar. The ifland of St. Clair fhelters it from the 
fea winds, and prevents the fmall river of Itapera from being choked up with fand, like 
that of Fanfliere. 

The port is on the leeward fide of the ifland} but the anchoring^ ground here is 
little frequented by navigators, becaufe the bay of Loucar abounds with flioals and 
quickfands. » 

The peninfula of Tholangar was fo much the more favourable to the cftablifliment 
of Pronis, as the rich and fertile valley of Amboule, and the proximity of feveral 
navigable rivers, freed him from all uneafinefs refpefting the means of fubfifting. 
Mines of iron and fteel of an excellent quality, hemp, refmous gums, pitch and tar, and 
timber fit for building houfes, or conftrufting Ihips, all found here in abundance, 
were advantages which a wife and enlightened adminiftration would not have fuffered 
themfelves to negleft. Pronis, however, was a man deftitute of talents and induftry-. 
The indolence in which he lived, as well as the Frenchmen under his command, 
involved the colony in all thofe diforders which an imprudent condud ufually 
produces. Liceniioufnefs was fucceeded by a fpirit of revolt j anil thofe who 
owed fubmiflion and obedience to their chief foon put him in irons. In this 
ftate of captivity, he continued fix months. When releafed from his imprifon- 
ment by a veffel which had arrived from France, with fuch provifions as he 
flood moft in need of, he rendered himfelf guilty of a new crime, by publicly 
felling to Vander Mefter, the governor of Mauritius, at prefent called the Ifle of 
France, all the unfortunate Malegaches who were in the fervice of the eftabli/h- 
ment. What raifed the indignation of the iflanders to the higheft pitch upon this 
occafion was, that there were amongft thefe flaves fix teen women of the race of the 
Lofiavohits. 

When the company were informed of this fhameful condud, they deprived Pronis 
of his commiflTion. Flacourt was chofen to fucceed him; but he did not arrive at 
Fort Dauphin till towards the end of December 1648. As he has publiftied a minute 
accoubt of every thing which took place under his adminiftration, I fliall not her# 
trace out a pidure of tll'e cruelty, injuftice, and oppreflion^ which that governor ex- 
ercifed towards the unfortunate iflanders. In 1661 he fent fbrty Frenchmen, followed 
by a body of armed blacks, to bum* and ravage the fertile country of Fanfliere. * The 
manner in which Flacourt violated that hofpitality which had been fo generoufly fliewn 
’to him, cannot be defended in an enlightened age. ' I am inclined to believe, that 
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c^ry man, hereafter, who has the l&ft regard for virtue or humanity, wiW fly from* 
foreign lands, and renounce every commercial advantage/ rather than imitate the bar¬ 
barous condtifl: of this governor. Inftcad of making lavage nations wear our chains, 
let us impart to them our fciences, and our knowledge. People funk if cnc darknefs 
of ignorance, and intimidated by the fuperiorlty of our arms, cannot certainly avoid 
the yoke which we are pleafed to lay upon them : but what right is ft»ore iniquitous 
than that of force ? And how dare we at prefent accufe favage nations of treachery, 
when, harrafled by our tyranny, they have only attempted to avenge themfelves for 
our feverity ? If Flacourt knew be'tter than Pronis how to enforce obedience from the 
French under his command, he did not, however, Ih ./ that he was much better ac¬ 
quainted with the principles of the laws of nature : lie was unjufl: and cruel ^0'>'ards a 
people, who being the proprietors of the country, ought to have given law. to him, in- 
ftead of receiving them. But let us leave Vlacourl's Hijlory to thofe wlio may have 
courage to read it j and let us fee whether his fuccefl'ors were lefs inhuman. 

Fort Dauphin was burnt in 1655, and was not rebuilt till the year 1663. Cha- 
margou, who was then governor, fent La Cafe to explore that part of the ifland which 
lies to the north of the country of the Matanes. This conimitfion La Ckfe executed 
with much intelligence. It may not be here improper to give fome account of the 
charafter of this 'man, whofe memory is ftill celebrated among thefe people. La Cafe 
was only a fiftitious name; that of his family was Le Vachcr; and he was born 
at Rochelle. On his arrival at Fort Dauphin, the French were held in no kind of 
eftimatiou among the iflanders. After great expences, that eftablifliment was in a 
ftate of the rnofl; deplorable decline. La Cafe, however, undertook to revive, the 
confequence of the French nation ; and in this he fucceeded. By a great number of 
viiftories he acquired tlie furnumc of Dian Poujji ; and no greater honour could have 
been conferred upon him by the Malegaches : for D'mn Pouffe is the name of a chief 
who formerly conquered the ifland, and who is even yet held in great veneration among 
thefe people. 

The French, aluue, withheld from La Cafe that juflice which was due to his valour 
and good condudt. The governor of Fort Dauphin, jealous 01 the glory he had 
acquired, by executing, in an able manner, thofe difficult commiffions which had been 
affigned to him, refufed cither to reward or to promote him. The fovereign of the 
province of Amboule, named Dian-Raffitate, took advantage of the juft: refentment of 
La Cafe, and invited him to enter into his fervice. Five Frenchmen accompanied him, 
and abandoned Fort Dauphin. Dian-Nong, Dian-Raflitate’s daughter, having con¬ 
ceived a violent afteiHion for La Cafe, offered him her hand with the confent of hei* 
father and this chief, tonering on the brink of the grave through age and infirmities, 
had the confolation of fccuring the happinefs of his lubjeCts, by rendering his fon-in- 
law abfolute mafter of the rich and fertile province of Amboule. When La Chfe 
married Dian-Nong, he refufed the tide and honours which, in that countiy, are 
attached to the fo\*ereign power. He wifhed only to be confidered as the firft fubje& 
of his wife, who was declared fovereign after the death of her father. La Cafe, be- 
Iqved by Dian-Nong, who, to a charming countenance, added great couiage,.an!l the 
rareft qualities, efteeraed and refpefted % his family, and the Amboulefe, to whom 
he was a father, could only offer up ineffedual vows for the profperity of the French 
eftablifliment at Fort Dauphin. * 

He was not fuffered to go to the relief of his countrymen, m om he knew to be in 
the utmoft diftrefs. Chamargou had fet a price upon his head, *a8 well as upon thofe ' 
of the five Frenchmen who had followed him to Amboule. The chiefs, who refi led 
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*n the nelghhourhood of the fort, highly irritatef to find that aft attempt Ihould.%! 
made againft the life of a*" man for whom they entertained higheft yenetwion, 
imanimoufly refufed to fupply the colony with provifions. An abfolute famine, there¬ 
fore, was n.ow added to incrcafe the defolation occafioned by fevers and other dif- 
tempers, which had reduced the number of the French to eighty men. 

The ellabK'fliment at Fort Dauphin was on the.point of twing totally ruined, when 
the ari ival of a veflci, commanded by Kercadio, a gentleman of Brit'any, fufpended for 
fome time the evils with which the colony was afllidcd. 

Diforder and confufion had never ceafed to prevail among the French from the 
time that they firft formed a fettlcment in Madagafcar. The iflanders detefted, and 
even began to defpife them. They were incenfed at our tyranny j and our inteftiue 
divifions had weakened that fentiment of terror, with which the fuperiority of our 
arms had at firft infpired them. Captain Kercadio faw, therefore, that the afliftance 
he had brought with him from France could not be of long duration. That brave 
olEcer, who was free from the prejudices of his ftation, and the harllsnefs peculiar to 
his profeffion, judged it neceflary to endeavour to bring about a reconciliation between 
Chamargou and La Cafe. He reprefented. to the former, that he could no longer 
confider, as his fubaltern, a man, who, by his marriage with Dian-Npng, had become 
not only abfolute mafter of the province of Amboule, but fovereign alfo of the whole 
ifland of Madagafcar. No madnels, indeed, could have been attended with more fatal 
confequences to the French, than that of the head of a languilliing colony obftinately 
perfifting to treat as a rebel, a perfon as powerful as he was refpeded, and who, by 
a Angle word, might have occalioned his deftruftion. Defpairing that his reafoning 
would have any effed on the prejudiced and inflamed mind of Chamargou, Kercadio 
applied to an intelligent counfellor, who, through a very Angular accident, had em¬ 
barked in his veflfel, and earneftly begged him as his friend, to employ his abilities, in 
endeavouring to convince the governor what were his real interefts, and thofe of the 
colony entrufted to his care. 

If the counfellor fucceeded in this difficult enterprize, he was lefs indebted for the 
accompHihnient of his wifhes, to hiS eloquence, than to the honour of being known 
to and proteefed by the marflial de la Meilleraye. As foon as he informed Chamargou 
that he fhould be indifpenfably obliged to give an account to the marfhal of the caufe 
of the misfortunes, and perhaps of the entire lofs of Fort Dauphin, the governor, who 
had been hitherto fo haughty and Iniraftable, who braved famine and death, and who 
was on the point,of facrifioing to his defire of revenge the melancholy remains of the 
colony under Iiis command, became timorous and fubmiffive. The name of the 
marfhal alone ftruck him with terror. He fent to beg that Kercadio would forgive 
his obftinacy ; and did every thing in his power to induce that officer to bring about 
a reconciliation between him and La Cafe; offering, at the fame time, to make every 
reparation that might be required. Kercadio fet out, therefore, for Amboule, accom¬ 
panied by the counilllor. The negociation with which he was charged, experienced 
neither difficulty nor delay. La Cafe defpifed the vain efforts of his enemies. This 
refp'edable character had no ftronger defire than that of being ufeful to his country¬ 
men. He haftened to fheir afliftance, as foon as he had perqjiffion; peace and abundance 
followed him to Fort Dauphin j and during the time that lie direded it by his counfel, 
difoider and want ceafed to afflid that eftablifhment.\ 

^ Dian-Nong behave,d with no lefs generofity than I,.a Cafe j and fuch is the force of 
virtue, that there was not a Angle Frenchman who was not fenfibly affeded by the 
hei^oic courage of this woman, who had fufficient command over herfelf to baniffi all 
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reEiembrtmce of the injuries done to her hulband. She g^ve way to that fweet impulfe 
Or rather innate dfefire, which inclines man to alGft his fellow-creatures, when h« fees 
them in diftiiefs. • 

The counfellor fhared with his friend Kercadio the happinefs of having \n*ought back 
peace and plenty to Fort Dauphin; but without forgetting the deteftable ftratagem by 
which he had been tom from his bufinel's, and his favourite purfuits. He had been 
wandering for feveral years on the ftormy ocean, without any particular objed in view; 
and was traverfuig diilant countries, contrary to his intereft and inclination. His 
wilhes, directed folely to his native foil, could not be ac A.'mplidied without experiencing 
new diftreffes. The bitter remembrance of the manner in which his confidence had 
been abufed, in order to give him up to defpair, ftill aggravated the feverity oi nisfate. 
Ye, who are fo often dupes to the falfe appearances and deceitful looks of thofe impof* 
tors who found their fortunes on your credulity, may this relation bo ufcful to you, 
and preferve you from the misfortune of heedlefsly trufting yourfelves into the hands 
of thofe worthlefs men, who do not flatter andcarefs you but becaufe they know you, 
and through motives which your vanity does not permit you to perceive. This coun¬ 
fellor, commiifioned to execute an order which hla family had folicited and obtained for 
tranfporting his brother to Madagafcar, on account of his profligacy, was fo iraprutfent 
as to entruii himfelf, at Nantz, to one of thofe officious men who have the perfiduous 
talent of infpiring ftrangers with confidence, and of profiting by their fimplicity. This 
wretch thought it a harmlefs joke to kidnap the counfellor, in the room of his brother 
whom he fuffered to efcape, and by this double fraud he {tripped both of them of their 
money. 

But to return to my fubjedt. La Cafe remained no longer at Fort Dauphin than the 
time abfolutely neceffary for re-eftablilhing in it abundance and peace. His wife, Dian- 
Nong, was much difgufled with the place ; and her own private affairs recalled her to 
Ainboule. Befides, Chamargou, iik,. jealous of La Cafe’s fuccefs than grateful for his 
fervices, would no! have failed to do every thing in liis power to render his life uncom¬ 
fortable. Of this La Cafe could entertain the lels doubt, as the governor did not deign 
to join his entreaties to thofe of the refl of the colony, in order to induce him to remain 
at the fort. At the moment, however, when the French, to the number of two hun¬ 
dred, were levying confidcrable taxes from the fertile province of Carcanoffi, and giv¬ 
ing law to the illanders, a cruel war again broke out to deluge that fine country in blood, 
and to render the affiltance of La Cafe neceffary. This war, more fatal to the French 
than the Malegachss, was occafioncd by the inconfiJerate zeal of a miffionary. Dian 
Manangue, fovcrcign of the province of Mandrarey, a powerful, bold, and fpirited 
chief, and a faithful ally to the French, had received in his donac, with every mark of 
difHnftion, one Father Stephen, a Lazarift, and fuperior of the million of Madag^'- 


This father, charmed with the excellent qualities of the chief, imagined that it would 
be an eafy matter to convert hitn. When Dian Manangue perceived his intention, he 
thought it a mark of refped due to the friendfliip which he had vowed to the French*, 
and above all, to the recommandaiion of La Cafe, to inform the jealous miffionary that 
all his efforts would be fruyriefs. Thcfe people are fond of making orations, of 
haranguing in public. Dian Manangue, therefore^ affembled his women and family, 
in order that he might declare publicly that nothing was capal e of making him re¬ 
nounce his ancient cuftoms. “ I*pity,’^faid he,“your folly, in wifhing, that at my age 
" I fliould facrifice niy happinefs and the pleafures which furround me in xnf ,d<mae to- 
** your will. I pity you for being deprived of that wluch foothesthe cares of life. Yoii> 
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** permit me to live with oije woman: but, if the poffeflion ofone woman be a good, 
why Is the poffefllon of a numerous feraglio an evil, when peace and harmony prevail 
among thole who compofe it ? Do you obferve among us any fymptoms of jealoufy, 
or feeds of hatred ?—No—All my women are good—they all endeavour to render 
“ me happy,; and 1 am more their Have than their mailer. 

“ But if your maxims are fo ufeful and necelTary, why do not your countrymen at 
** the fort follow them ?—^I'hcy ought to know much better than I the meric and value 
“ of your words. Believe me, my friend, I will not deceive you ; it is impoflible for 
“ me to change my cuftoms; I will never quit them but with my life. 1 , however, 
“ give you leave to exercife your zeal on the people who are fubjcdl to my authority j 
“ and I give you the fame power over my family and my children. But this per- 
miffion will be of very little avail, unlefs you can futt your precepts to our manners 
** and ufages.” 

Father Stephen made no other reply to this fpeech than to order the chief, in a 
peremptory tone, to difmifs all his women, except one. This millionary even fo far 
loft fight of moderation, that he had the temerity to threaten that he would caufe the 
French to carry away all his women, if he delayed for a moment, to put his order in 
execution. It may be readily imagined, that a behaviour fo violent and unexpeded 
muft have occafioned a general indignation and revolt in the dome. The women fell 
upon the miffionary ; loaded him with reproaches and blows; and in their fury they 
would have undoubtedly ftrangled him, had not Dian Manangue, notwithftanding the 
agitation he was under, come fpeedily to his affiftance. The chief was obliged to make 
ufe of all his authority before he was permitted to remain alone a fingle moment with 
this father, whom he difmifled after giving him a rich prefent. Befides, he afked of 
the miffionary a refpite of fifteen days to determine on the grand alFair of his converfion ; 
but this delay, folicited with fo much earneftnefs by the chief, and with difficulty 
granted by the miffionary, was intended to anfwer a very different purpafe. Dian 
Manangue wiffied to gain time, in order to quit the province of Mandrarcy, without 
dread of being purfued by the French; and, when he thought he could do this in 
fafety, he departed with his w'oraen and Haves, to feek flielter in the country of the 
Machicores, which is twenty-five leagues diftant from Fort Dauphin. 

His departure, however, was not lb private as to efcape the knowledge of Father 
Stephen, for he had fpics even in the dome of the chief. In vain, therefore, did 
Chamargou endeavour to retain him. The miffionary, confulting only his zeal, formed 
the ralh refolution of following Dian Manangue to the country of the Machicores, A 
brother of St. Lazarus, and another Frenchman, with fix fervants or domeftics, loaded 
with facerdotal habits, accompanied him in this dangerous expedition. 

jin the firft week of Lent, j 664, Father Stephen joined Dian Manangue, after ex¬ 
periencing much fatigue and a multitude of difafters. The chief, more aftonilhed than 
alarmed at the courage of the miffionary, behaved, to him with the moft profound 
reverence, and received him in a manner which he had no title to expeft. In vain did 
he bttg him to renounce the project which he had formed of converting him; obferving 
that his manners and •ufages were an infuperable obffacle to fuch a change. Father 
Stephen, inftead of making any reply, fnatched from him lii^s oli and his amulets, threw 
them into the fire, and declared open war againft him. It need be no matter of fur- 
p.rife that this violent conduct of the miffionary ffiould occafion his deftruflion, as well 
as that of thofe who attended him.' Dian Manangue caufed them all to be inftantly 
butchered; and, at the fame time, fwore, that he would entirely extirpate the French 
from the ifland. In order that he might execute this fatal vow with more certainty, 
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the chief fcnt his fon, who had been baptifed, to La Vatangue, his brother-in-law, to* 
acquaint him with the motives which had induced him to’free himfelt from ilie tyranny 
of the French, whofe iufidious dcfigns aimed at nothing Icfs than to abo’ ih the man¬ 
ners, ulages, and religion of the counny; adding, that his oli (a kind oi amulet con- 
fuhed by thcfe iflandcrs) had commanded him to defend them, even al the luvzard of 
his life ; and he aflured La Vatangue, that the French had rendered thcmrelve,, i -ca¬ 
pable of conquering, fnice tliey had dared to jiroceed to fuch criminal excefles. I'he 
iniiatcd chief gave notice to his brother-in-law, alio, that (Ihamargou had fent forty 
Frenchmen to the cailern coafl, and that he might t lily furprii'e and maffacre them. 
“ I fend you my fon,” continued he at the end of due letter, “ to be at the head of 
“ the army which you difpatch to attack and dedroy the French : ir is Ji that 
“ inipires me ; and you are well acquainted with the misfortunes which come upon us 
“ wiicn we do not faithfully obey its mandates. My fon will give you a particular 
“ acc-f)unt of every thing that has palled ; and you will, no doubt, be filled with in- 
“ dignation when you know the perfidious behaviour of ihefe ftrangeis towards their 
“ molt faithful ally.” La Vatangue was extremely happy on receiving- this intelligence 
of the expedition of the forty Frenehineii; but he had only lime to be upon his 
guard ; lor two.days after the arrival of his nephew, his fpies brought him word, that 
the French were encamped at the diftance of a league from his village. 

This chief fent them a prefent of rice, honey, and four oxen, begging them to in-, 
form liim what was the intention of their journey, bccaufe he had never feen fuch a 
numerous body of Europeans in the interior parts of the illand. La Forge, who com¬ 
manded this detaclunent, returned for anfwer, that he had orders to fubjedt his soun- 
try to the dominion of Fort Dauphin. I’he chief, alarmed at fo unexpeded an enter- 
prize, requefted peace; offered to give him four hundred oxen ; and obferved that his 
country ol Haye-Fontchy was at too great a diflance from the fort to excite the hatred 
or it:alou('y of the French. La For:, rejeded with difdain the propofals of the chief, 
and had tlie madnef's to afk twenty thoufand oxen as the price of a peace. To fo 
extravagant a demand La Vatangue made no reply; but wliilfl ( 1 :^ '"c adventurers were 
ranging through a tick! of lugar canes, he caufed them all to be flaughtered. 

The particulars of the difafter which btfel thefe forty adventurers, fent out by Cha- 
margou, were known by a Portugiiefe, wlio was ilie only perfon that efctfped, by 
taking fliclter in a large marfli C( 3 vered-with reeds and flagnated water. In this place 
he remained two days, concealed up to the neck in mud. '1 he iflanders, who purlued 
him, fearing that they would link iii the earth, which was foft ami fpungy, le't fire 
to the reeds, in order that they might oblige tlic Portuguefe to come- forth ; but under 
cover of i!ie thick fmokc, occalk'nctl by this conilrigration, he tuui the good fortune 
to e'eape. The iflanders wifiieti much to dellroy this man, that (Ihamargou njjght 
not receive intelligence of the fate of his companions, and come to attaef tftem 
before the arrival of Dian Manangue, who was flill with his army in the country of 
the Machicores. 

The Portuguefe, related that their expedition had been attended with fuccc^s till 
tltey fell in with La Vatangue. Their number fpread icr o’- and conflernation 
throughout all the villagesgwhere they paffed : tlie cliiefs paid, without feefitation, the 
contributions which were exadled ; and they werc,on thp pf .iot < r reaping the fruit ol 
a long and fatiguing journe-y, when the infatiabie rapacity of aeir commander ccca- 
ftoned their ruin, and the lofs of their rich booty. 

Chamargou, in this relation, ought to have perceived the juft punifhment, of I' efe 
unfortunate plunderers, who were going to ravage countries over wiiich tltc} no 
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kind of authority: but this j^overnor, inftead of profiting by the leflbn given him, 
formed the fatal refolution of canying fire and the fword amongft the Malegaches. He 
fct out, therefore, at the head of thirty Frenchmen, followed by a fmall army of 
Manamboulefe; flaughtered without diftinftion both women and children; fet fire 
to all the villages which he found in the courfe of his march; and took poffeffion of 
the donac of Dian Manatigue. Father Mannier, the only miffionary who remained, 
carried his ftandard during this bloody and inhuman expedition, on the particulars of 
which I lhall not farther enlarge. An eye-witnefs, who was afterwards provincial 
coinmiflliry of artillery, publilhed an account of it in 1722, in a work entitled, A 
to Madagafcar^ by M. V. 

'1 he manulcripts which furniffied me with materials for this relation, do not agree 
in every point with that author; but it appears that Chamargou was obliged, by an 
abfolute fcarcity of provifions, to make an attempt to regain Fort Dauphin. When 
he arrived at the great river Mandrarey, and was endeavouring to crol's it, Dian 
Manangue, who had watched his motions, appeared on the oppoiite bank with an army 
of fix thoufand men to oppofe his paffage. This chief, bearing the furplice and fquare 
cap of the miffionary Stephen at the head of his forces, braved the French, who were 
on the point of periihing by famine. In the mean time La Cafe arrived, accompa¬ 
nied by ten Frenchmen, and three thoufand Androfaces, who were his fubjefts, or rather 
the fubjefts of his wife, Dian-Nong. As foon as this brave man came up he rufhed into 
the water, ordered his people to fire upon the enemy, and by the terror of his name, 
rather than the fuperiority of his arms, forced them to quit the borders of the river, 
and to betake themfelves to flight, i hough the approach of night ought to have pre¬ 
vented him, he then fet forward to purfue them. Having difeovered Dian Manangue, 
amidft a numerous body of the iflanders, he wiflied to throw himfelf upon him: 
but Rabaze, a friend and favourite of the chief, had the courage to flop him, and to 
facrifice his life to fave that of his fovereign. The darknefs of night only put 
an end to the carnage: but on the conciufion of this bloody war Fort Dauphin 
was again reduced to the moft deplorable ftate of diftrefs. The chiefs ceafed to fend 
in provifions, and even intercepted thofe which the garrifon endeavoured to procure 
from diflant parts. Dian Manangue, who pretended to be fovereign lord of a great 
part of the Ifland, threatened our eftablifliment with a formidable army ; and his pre- 
fence alone would have occafioiied a famine, had it not been for five thoufand 
cattle, which La Cafe found means to convey into the fort. All the expeditions of 
this extraordinary man were attended with the moft complete fuccefs. With thirteen 
Frenchmen, and two thoufand Androfaces, he defeated Dian Ravaras, who was at the 
head of an army of eighteen thoufand men, and took from him twenty-five thoufand 
oxen, and five thoufand flaves. The great celebrity of La Cafe made the council of 
the'company, at length, fee the neceffity of employing and rewarding a man, who had 
rendered them fuch fignal fervices, and who was ftill capable of rendering them much 
greater. 

They, therefore, fent him a lieutenant’s commiffion ; made him at the fame time a 
prefent of a fword, and congratulated him on his fuccefs. 

La Cafe charged M. de Rennefort, who was returning toJFrance, to thank the com¬ 
pany for the new marks of, favour conferred on him, and to inform them, that he 
would undertake the conqueft of the ifland with two hundred Frenchmen, and realize 
• the other advautageou? projects, which he had already had the honour of propofing, 
if they would agree that he fhould be accountable to them only for his condutt- 
It does not, however, appear that the company adopted this plan, which was 
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more that of a brsftre foldier than of an enlightened governor j for an honeft man 
refpefts the laws of hofpitality, and laments to fee the principles of juflice and h umani ty 
violated for the fordid interefts of commerce. 

In 1666, the marquis of Mondevergue was appointed by the king to the general 
command of all the French eftabliflunenis fituated on the other fide of the equiuoflial; 
and Caron and La Faye had, at the fame time, the management of all'the commctce 
of the Indies.^ The marquis of Mondevergue arrived at Fort Daupliin on the loih ot 
March 1667, in a veflel of thirty-fix guns, and was followed by a fmall fleet of nine 
fliips, on board which were two direftors of the Indies an attorney general, four com¬ 
panies of infantry, ten chiefs of colonies, eight merclicnts, and thirty-tv'd women. 

As foon as Mondevergue arrived, he caufed himfelf to be proclaiir’<'d c; hviiral, and 
governor-general of the French colonies in the Eaft. He was, however, obliged 
to have recourfe to La Cafe, in order to procure provifions for hhs fleet. La Cafe, 
ever ready to ferve his country, provided for the whole ; and befides this, brought 
about a reconciliation between the French and Dian Manangue, whofe bravery and 
intelligence were not to be defpifcd. This chief, who at the fort was ftylcd the prince 
of Mandrary, fwore obedience and fidelity to the governor general- 

Caron, who was a Dutchman, did not remain long at Fort Dauphin. He fet out 
for Surat, with *a great part of the fleet, in order to take the management of that 
fettlement. 

La Paye, however, continued at Fort Dauphin; and in the month o^ November 
1670, another fleet of ten fhips arrived, commanded b) M. de la Haye, captain of 
the Navarre, a veflel of fifty-fix guns. All thefe fliips belonged to the king, and were 
equipped with the war complement of arms and men. La Haye afllimed the quality 
of general and admiral, with the authority of viceroy, and made Chamargou fecond in 
command, and I.a Cafe major of the ifland. At this period, the company had given 
up to the king the fovereignty of Mr ' gafear. 

The Maivjuis of Mondevergue, to whofe option it had been left either to remain 
governor of the ifland, or to return to France, chofe the latter -fe, and embarked 
in a fliip called the Mary, in the month of P’ebruary 1671. On his arrival at Port 
Louis, he found a commiflfary, who had orders to make him give an account of his 
adminiftration. The company were much incenfed againft him; for La Haye, with 
whom he had quarrelled, hud afperfed his charafter, and accufed him of feveral mif- 
demeanors. 'I’hough the public voice was in his favour, this brave officer, who liad 
governed the ifland with prudence, and re-eftablifhed peace in it, was obliged to yield 
to the fuperior influence of his adverfary, and died a prifoncr in me caftle of Saumur. 

La Haye, whofe authority wais unlimited, now refolved to deliver himfelf from 
thofe chiefs wlio gave him oflence ; and, accordingly, propofed to Chamargou ani.*La 
Cafe to declare war againft Dian Ramoufaye who had come to render him homage. 
This chief, who refided' neareft to Fort Dauphin, was fummoned to lend immediaHily 
to the fort all the arms which he had received from the P’rcnch. It may be readily 
conjedlured, that this demand was followed by an abfolute refufal. La Haye, there¬ 
fore, ordered Chamargou and La Cafe to beliege Dian Ramoufay" in his village. They 
had under their command (even hundred Frenchmen, and fix hundred Malegaches : 
but their attack W'as not attended with fuccefs; for Dian Rainaulaye made fo vigorous 
a defence, that the French were obliged to retire, ^his check d- *. not appear natural; 
and it was believed that Chamargou, difeontented at being v i ; lecoud in command, 
in a country where he had always been firft, had contributed not a little to the failure 
of an enterprize, the injuftice of which they had not even deigned to conceal. Ho .v- 
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ever this may be, I>a Haye was fo much ciejetlcd by the mifcarnagfi of his firft expe¬ 
dition, that he rclhlvccl to abandon Fort Daujihin, and to carry his forces to Surat, after 
having vifited ihc ill.uul of Mafenrtuha s fince called the Hie of Bourbon. 

The pride, of this governor was vety much hurt, to think that the whole extent of 
his authoviiy was not i'liiheiciu to prevent Chaniargou, w’ho had the I'lipcriority over 
him in point oi local knowledge, from being able, by lecret machinations, to counter- 
ad, a? his plealure, tltc t-perations wliiclt he wilhed to carry into cHed, 

La llaye’s departure was followed by the death of the brave La ('afe ; and it was 
not difficult to forelee, tliat the lofs of this celebrated man would iul'allibly occafiou 
that of the colony. 

At this period, it was w^ell known, that the illanders breathed nothing but ven¬ 
geance againll us, and eagerly fought an opportunity of retaliating ior our injuflice 
and opprdlion. Our yoke was become odious and infupportable to them. Ilif- 
torians, for the honour of civilized nation.s, ought to bury in oblivion every detail 
of the atrocious cruelties exercifed agtiinll thole people, wliom they brand w'ith the 
odious epithets of barbarians, trtiitors, and thieves, becaufc they have revolted againlt 
fome European adventurers, whofe leall crime wais a violation of the lacred rights of 
hofpitality. 

If the eflablilhment at Fort Dauphin fubfifted fo long, not with (landing the detcll- 
able adminiftration of tliefe ruler:; it wars the name alone f)f l.a Cafe wdiidi kept the 
jMalegaches under fubicction to fo vicious a couliitution. The memory of that truly 
extraordinary man is hill held in great veneration among ihcl'e iflanders. Ills bra¬ 
very, joined to more valutible qualities, and above all, the ttlliance he contraded 
by'his marriage with Dian-Nong, inlpircd tltcin with fo much refped, that it Avas 
only after his death, that all thcl'e chiefs united againh the wretched remains of the 
French adventurers, whofe tenqrorary fuccelfcs were always lollowcd by memorable 
dilahers. 

La Cafe, without doubt, was of too warlike a difpofition, and this is a hain upon 
his memory : but all people, almoh, have a fecret projrenfuy to this dehrucb'vc feourge, 
which defblatcs the moh beautiful countries in the world, and occafums a ihouf.md 
times more evilvS to mankind than all the other feourges united. What man is tlurc 
whotn a paiTion lor glory does not, Ibmctitnes, fo far intoxicate as to make him lor- 
get every ientimeut of jullicc and humanity ? It is very difficult lor a brave loldier 
to make his condubt, in every refped, that of a philofopher •, and, under tins point oi 
view, it would, perhaps, be unjull to pafs a fevere cenfure upon all the adions ol hiiC 
who in Madagafcar did moll he wour to his nation. 

Chaniargou furvived La Cafe only a lliort time, and was fucceeded by La Brctcfclic. 
in fche command of the fettlemcnt. La Bretefchc was La Cafe’s fen-iu-law ; but lie 
polfcfled neither the talents nor the influence of his prcdvcdfor. Finding that it was 
impoffiliie lor him to preferve his authority, ainidfl. the tlivillon and diiorder whir!', 
prevailed bciwcnn 'he Jrcnch and the natives, he took advantage of a Ihip which laid 
touched at tlic iii.uu!, and w'hich was going to Surat, to embark for that colony with 
his wHolc lamily. .Several miflionaries, and fomc Frenchmen, lollowctl his e.xainple ; 
but Icarcely had the vellel fet fail, when a Tignal of dilfrefl; appeared hoilied on the 
foit. The captain of the veflel i^nmediatcly onicred his boats to be launched, and 
proceeded towards the Ihore ; but he arrived only time enough to pick up, below the 
walls, a few miferable wretches who had efcaped a general niuflacre of the gariilbn, 
which had been dfcdled in confequcnce of orders given, for that purpofc, by Dhm- 
Rjunoufaye, and other chiefs in the neighbourhood. Such was the difmal end of a 
' 10 colony 
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colony which migly: have become flounlliing and ufeful to commerce, hacj not thofe, 
who directed it taken every method they could to rendet the French name odious to 
ihefe people, naturally mild, hofpitable, and humane. 

Among the diflerent memoirs which I have confulted in compiling t',.s’hiftorical 
account of the firfl cdablifinicnls of the French in the fouthern part of 'oadi-garcar, I 
midl make htmourable mention ri a manufeript given me by IVL deMaklhcrbe. That 
minifter, dear to the leiences and to letters, whofc venerable tiame is never pronouiiccd 
but accompanied with that iribute ol homage and refpect which are due to know¬ 
ledge united With virtue, had the goodnefs to add to it :i large map of Madaga'car, 
accurately dt’iiieated, r.nd executed with great care, i'hat man, which he permitted 
me to have reduced ami engraved, is prefixed to tins work. 

The manufeript and the map whicli accompanied it were the procb'cl;. ’ or M. Ro¬ 
bert, \v!io. in 1725, dedicated them to the duke de Chauliies, whole proteftion he 
then lolidied, in older to form a new ehablifhment in the northern part of Mada- 
galcar. 

M. Robert had been taken by the pirates, and conducted to that illand, where he 
remained Icvcml years, wliich he cmployctl ufclullv in travcrflng its principal pro¬ 
vinces, ami making himfelf acquainted with their produclions, 'i he object of his plan 
for an ellablilluftent there was, to collect the riches which the piiaites had difperfed 
throughout the northern part of the country, while it ferved them as a place of re¬ 
fuge ; but this project, tiie advantages of which would, perhaps, never have compen- 
laied lor the cxpence, was not carried into execution. At prefent there are no con- 
fiderablc eftablilinnciifs in Madagafcar but one, formed, of laic years, in the fouthern 
part, by M. dc Modave, a man of fpirit and a brave officer, and anoihci", in tlie northern 
part, by count lienyowfki. I was at the 111 c of Fratice in 1708, when M. de Modave 
came, in the name of tiie king, to lake polfellion of the government of Fort Dauphin, 
d'hc duke dc Praflin was then miniPer of the marine, and had approved the plan pre- 
fented to him by M,. de Modave. 

If the rcfult of this new enterprize did not cnrrcfpond with the hopes which the 
miniflcr had entertained, h was bccaufe every colon)', not fomumJ on the happinefs 
ami inflruction of thole people among wliom an attempt is made to efhiblifli it, will 
always have temporary fuccefs only. It is not foldiers but arrifans, farmers, and well- 
informed and laborious men, that ought t(' be eitabliihed among fuch people. We 
ought never to forget that the treaties of favap^es with the Europeans are, in every 
rcfpeift, like thole wliich children would make w ith pliilol'oph.crs ; and fmcc flic treaties 
hitlicrto formed with the Malcipaches nrcividcntlv iniliat lituation, it w'ould be highly 
unjult to lake advantage of them contrary to the inierclts of tliele iilanders. There 
are none but fiupiil or tliiJioneil men who can afiix a value to contracts fu ridiculoully 
illulbry. You have obtained by cunning, you 'lave by fi'rce extoritd concefiions^rom' 
the credulous inhabitants of foreign lands; and becaufe they fortl'ce not the dinger to 
which they expofe themfelvcs, by receiving yon amongft them with frientlfhip and 
geiieri'fity, you wifh even to turn their kin hiefs againil tlicm, and to make a right of 
tiiein in Older to opprcis them, and iubjecL them to your dominion. • 

If great commercial advantages invite you to Madagafcar, a.'.opt principles more juft 
and humane. »’ 

For forming your eftablifhments, choofe fanner.s and nu haiiMS. Thofe who know 
the character of the Malcgaches, entertain no doubt refpi. ig the reception which 
tlicfe tllanucrs will give to men Vhol'e frugal and adfive livc;i ualhih vice, and introduce 
abundance. 

C ultiv.it ing 
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• Cultivatfng the earth by the plough, and a number of other ufeful praftices, will 
infpire thefe people with fentiinents of gratitude and veneration. India wilt fupply 
you with a multitude of ingenious artifans and weavers, who know how to manufafture 
cotton fluffs, and to give them thofe brilliant and durable colours which caufe them 
to be fo much fought for in commercial countries. 

Colouring Qibftances, extruded from vegetables, have not, in our frozen climates, 
the fame fplendour and the fame ftrength, as in the fcorching climates of the torrid 
zone. 

The fruits of our gardens, which grow on wall trees, never affume a ruddy colour, 
but on that fide which is expofed to the rays of the fun. 

We have no acid that fixes colours on cotton cloth, in fo lading and unalterable a 
manner, as the juice extrailed from Adam’s fig-tree, which we call liunanier. 

The Indians excel alfo in manufacturing filk duffs. Several provinces of Mada- 
gafear would furnifh a great abundance of that valuable fubftance. So important a 
branch of commerce ought the lefs to be negleded, as the Malegaches, in the fouthern 
part of the ifland, are acquainted with the method of preparing and weaving it, in order 
to make vedments. 

In the neighbourhood of the Bay of Antongil, I difeovered four kinds of cods, which 
produce filk of an excellent quality. • 

The Malegaches didinguifli them by tlie four following denominations. 

The andeve is a cod almod like that which, in the fouthern provinces of France, 
furnifhes the bed filk. 

The ande-vontaqua, another cod, fmallcr than the preceding, furniflies a filk much 
finer than that which comes from China, and equally beautiful. 

The tree called anacau is covered, during a certain feafou of the year, with fmall 
cods, which being fufpended by filaments hang from the icave.s and branches. The 
filk procured from thefe cods is remarkable for its drength and finenefs ; but to divide 
it properly, and to render it ufeful, the cods mud Ire prd'erved from the filth and dud 
that fall from the tree. Thefe cods are known under tiie Name of andcanacau. 

The fourth kind of filk is not fufceptiblc of being divided. The Malegaches call it 
andefaraha. It is found in a kind of bag, which contains fcveral hundreds of fmall 
cods. 

The wool of Madagafcar is beautiful; but the iflanders derive no benefit from it. 
The Indians, however, would eafily teach them to prepare it, and we fhould foon be 
indebted to them for a new and highly important branch of commerce. " There are 
few oriental travellers who are not acquainted with thofe fine woollen d iiffs known in 
Bengal by the name oi Jhavjls, which the Mahometans ufc for turbans, 'fliis duff 
cods no lefs than an hundred pidoles the yard, when the fuperfine wool of the Cache- 
mirhan fheep has been employed in manufafturing it. 

So exorbitant a price mud furprife thofe who know the cheapnefs of labour in 
India, and at what a low rate raw materials may be procured in that country. It is, 
however, with very rude indruments that the Indian, more dextrous and more patient 
than the European, is enabled to weave thefe valuable dud's. 

Should France wiflr,*in the courfe of time, to fhare with India and China, the ad¬ 
vantageous trade which they carry on in woollen and filk ftuffs, and printed cottons, 
1 think, and many intelligent men nre of the fame opinion, that this might be accoin- 
pliflied, by forming at Madagafcar, upon proper principles, a colony of Indian 

• weavers, who Ihould bb under the protedlion of the Ifles of France and Bourbon. It 
would, however, be neceffary to introduce there, at the fame time, thofe celebrated 
machines ufed at Mancheder, for carding and fpinning both coarfe and fine cotton and 
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wool; for the art of manufeauring cloth would be cqnfined then merely to the 
weaver j and, certjunly, the Indian weavers have a decided fuperiority ov- r thofe of 
Europe. Such an affertion does not tend to depreciate our induftry. I a Ti'perfedlly 
fenfible that it would be highly abfurd to put the villages on the banfes of the Ganges 
in competition with our large manufadlories. This would be comparing the produc¬ 
tions of patience and fkill with thofe of genius. 

The induftry of the Indian is not confined merely to the trade of weaving. He 
underftands the art of cultivating the earth equally well, and knows how to prepare 
^ fugar anti indigo. Under his hand clay aflumes a van,:y of fingular forms j and the 
earthen-ware of India is even fought for and efteemed in Europe. 

The Indian is no lefs expert than the Chinefe in the lapidary art. To cut and pierce 
the hardeft ftones, he makes ufe of adamantine fpar pulverifed, and moiftened with oiL 
He employs this fubftance, which is of very little value in India, for the fame pur* 
pofes as diamond powder is employed in Europe. The Indian knows, alfo, how to. 
render the bamboo ufeful in rnanufiiftures. He makes paper of it, and likewife fur¬ 
niture, palanquins, and vcffels for holding water. I'his tree is a fpecies of large reed» 
from the joints of which there diftils a kind of fugar, much efteemed by the orientals- 
This reed rifesfoijietiraes to the height of an hundred feet j and the hardnefs and light- 
nefs of its wood caufe it to be employed for a variety of ufes. 

The fugar-cane is a fpecies of reed which rifes to the height of ten feet. It i» 
ufually about three inches in circumference; and is covered with a kind of bark^ 
which contains a fpongy fubftance. It is divided into joints by knots placed at the 
diftance of fiVe inches from each other ; and on the top it bears a number of leaves, 
fomewhat like thofe of the common water-flag. 

This plant is cultivated in feveral countries of Afia and Africa. Every kind of 
foil is not equally proper for it: that where the earth is deep and light, feems to be 
the belt. 

Plantations of th: fugar-cane do not require very fevere labour. It is fufficient to 
form furrows in the ground at the diftance of three feet from each other: they ought 
to be no more than a foot in breadth, and fix inches in depth. In thefe furrows the 
canes are laid lengthwife, and covered with earth. From each knot they fend forth 
young fhoots, but they do not come to maturity, fo as to be fit for cutting, till the 
end of eighteen months. A month after the fhoots begin to appear, all the weeds 
around them mult be pulled up ; but this care is not neceffary when the cane is per- 
fedly formed. 

After the canes have been cut, new flioots fpring up from the old roots, which at 
the end of fifteen months afford a fecoiuf crop, but their produce is only one half of 
the firft. Nothing but want of hands to replant, can induce a proprietor to feek imre 
than two crops from his plantation. 

When the canes aic cut, the next bufinef; is to fqiiecze them immediately in the 
mill. This operation requires-tedious labour during the night; for if the juice remains 
more than twenty-four hours in the cilleni from which it is conveyed to the,firft: 
boiler, it becomes four. From the firft boiler, it is fucceffively removed into others^ 
till it is converted into fugan It is purified from that gummy Ibbftanca which pre¬ 
vents it from becoming white and folid, by throwing into the ' ift boiler a ftrong 
lixivium of wood-afhes and quick-lime. It may be readily pert. . ,’ed, that what con¬ 
tributes moft to the relief of the flaves, depends principally on iljiie produce of the mill. . 
The fpeedier the juice is extrafted, the foonei will they be freed from night labou'’, 
fo prejudicial to their health. Nothing, therefore, Ihould be neglefted that can give 

fugar- 
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iugar-mills every poffible degree of power and aftivity; and it is, certainly, neither by 
mules nor weak falls of water that fo falutary an end can be attained. Views of intcrcll 
unite herd with the principles of humanity, to engage the planters to introduce in 
their mills the ufe of the lleain-engine. 

The woody part of the fugar cane, known under the name of frrJJ}*, is more than 
full'icient for keeping up ebullition in the boiler of a Ileam-enginc, as well as in all the 
boilers employed in making ftigar. 

The fertility -of Madagafcar, and the valuable produflions contained in the bofom 
of that important illand, cannot fail of affording indullry the means of ellablifliing a 
great and extenlivc trade. It is under this point oi view, according^to my ideas, that 
we ought in future to confider I’uch fetilements as we may widi to I'orm at Madagafcar. 
Though M. do Modavc a]>proaclied nearer to the accompliihnient of this objeft than 
any of his predeeeffoi s, I'.is \iews were not founded upon a hafis fiiiiicienily foliJ, and 
capable of rendering the cRabliflnnent which he was conimirfioned to form, long, 
flourilhing and happy. I'his was the Oj)inion of M. Poivre. Tliar truly ceiehralcd 
man had conducted, with prudence, for feveral years, the I’rcnch cfl.ab!iflimenrs be¬ 
yond the Cape of Good Hope, and had refuled a long time at Madagafcar, in order 
to make himfelf acquainted with its molt ufeful productions. He wa,s intendant of the 
Hies of France and Bourbon, at the time when M. dc Modave began his ieitlement; 
and it may be readily imagined of what weight the opinion of that gentleman, dil- 
tinguiflicd by his virtues and knowledge, mull have been. It is to his indciatigahlc 
zeal that France will foon be indebted for the advantage of lharing with Holland in the 
rich commerce of fpiceries. He confidered it as one of the full duties of an admi- 
niflrator, to exercife and excite the emulation of all thofe in whom he perceived talents 
which he thought might be cultivated with advantage. He profited, above all, by 
thofe of the celebrated Commerfon. That learned naturalill had accompanied M. dc 
Bougainville in his voyage round the world, and had foni.ed an immenfe collection of 
plants, and of every objed of natural hillory to he found in the countries which he 
had vifited. 1 he relation of his voyage, therefore, was likely to afford a variety of 
intereftiiig obfervatioiis ; and he was well affured tliat if he w'eiu inimedialely to 
France, his ufeful labours wmuld not remain unrewarded. He however renounced all 
thefe advantages as foon as he knew that M. I’oivre wiflied to employ him in pro¬ 
curing new inlormation. After acquiring a thorough knowleitge of tlic natural hiltory 
of the lilcs ol France and Bourbon, he proceeded to M.iJagalcai in the year 1769, and 
M. de Modave, who was then governor of Fmi Ibiuphin, gave him every alliltance in 
his power to enable him to render farther id-vices to fnence. It is niucii lobe re¬ 
gretted that the accounts of thefe impartant difctn'cnen fliould have been loll or dif- 
petied after the death of this indefatigable man, who was canied off when he was jull 
on the point of enjoying the fruits of his uleial ref’earches. d'iie only dilfcrtation of 
his now remaining that is any way interclling, concerns the kimos, wdiich 1 lhall here 
tranfcrilte, and add to it a Ihort memoir of M. de Motlave on the fame ful.jcCt-. 

Thole who are fond of the marvellous, and who no doubt mull be dilplcafed 
** with me for havinpi reduced the pretended gigantic llature of the Patagonians to lix 
“ feet, will‘accept, perhaps, by way of indemniheation, an account of a race ol pigmK:s 
“ who fall into the oppolite extt;eme. 1 here fptak of thofe dwarfs, in the.iuttrior 
** parts of the large illand of Madagafcar, who form a conliderable nation, called in 
• 

* The rrencU call the woody part of the fugar cane, after the juice has been extrafted, bt'gajfe't hut the 
Englilh planter, m the Well Indie* call it tr.ijh, T. 
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the Madecaffe language, Quimos or Kimos. The diftinguifhing chara^lferiftics of 
** thefe finall people are, that they arc whiter or at lead faler in colour, than all the 
negroes hitherto known; that their arms are fo long that they can dr tch their 
“ hands below their knees without hooping ; and that the women have IC vrcely any 
breads, except when they fuckle; and even then, we are aflured, the greater part 
“ of them arc obliged to make ufe of cow’s milk in order to nouridt their young. 
“ With regard to intelledlual faculties, thefe Kimos are not inferior to the other in- 
“ habitants of Madagafcar, who are known to be very lively and ingenious, though 
“ they abandon thcmfclves to the utmod; indolence; but we are told that the Kimos, 
“ as they are mtich more aftive, are alfo much more arlike, fo that their courage 

“ being, if wc may ufe the expreffion, in the double ratio of their ftature, thv-v have 

“ never yet been overcome by their neighbours, who have often made attempts for 
“ that purpofe. I'hough attacked with fuperior ftrengrh and weapons, for they are 
“ not acquainted with the ufe of gunpowder and fire-arms, like their enemies, they 
“ have alvt'ays fought with courage, and retained liberty amidd; their rocks, which, 
“ as they are extremely difficult of accefs, certainly contribute very much to their 
“ fafety. They live there upon rice, various kinds of fruits, roots and vegetables, 
“ and tear a great number of oxen and ffieep with large tails, which form alfo a part 
“ of their fubfidencc. They hold no communication with the different cades by 
“ whom they are furrounded, either fur the fake of commerce or on any account 
whatever, as they procure all their necefl'aries from the lands which they poffefs. 
“ As the object of all the petty wars between them and the other inhabitants of the 

“ ifland, is to carry away on cither fide a few cattle or flaves, the diminutive fiee. of 

“ the Kimos faves them from the latter injury. With regard to the former, they are 
“ fo fond of peace that they refolve to endure it to a certain degree ; that is to fay, 
“ till they fee from the tops of their mountains a formidable body advancing, with 
“ every hodile preparation, in the plains below. They then carry the fuperfiuity of 
“ their flocks to the entrance of the uefiles, where they leave them ; and, as, they 
“ fay themfelves, make a voluntary facrifice of them to the ind'gence of their elder 
“ brethren j but at the fame rime denouncing with the Icvcrcll threats to attack them 
“ without mercy fliould they endeavour to penetrate farther into their territories: a 
“ prool that it is neither from weaknefsnor cowardice, that they purchafe tranquillity 
by jirelents. Their weapons are afl'agays and darts, which they ufe with the utmoll 
dexteritv. It is pretended, if they could, according to tlieir ardent wilhes, hold 
“ any inteivc)urfe with the Europeans, and procure from them fire-arms and ammu- 
“ nition, they would act on the offenfive as well as the dcfeifive againft their 
“ neighbours, who would then perhaps think thcmfclves very happy to prelervc peace. 

“ At the didance of two or three days journey from Fort Dauphin, the inhabitavts 
“ of that part of the couutiy diew a number of linal! barrows or earthen hillocks, in 
“ the form of graves, which, as is faid, owe their origin to a great maffacie of the 
“ Kimos, who were defeated in the field by their anceiiors*. llowever this may be, 
“ a tradition generally believed in that didri<Sl;, as well as in the whole ifland of ^a- 
“ dagafear, of the actual cxiftence of the Kimos, leaves us no room to doubt that a 
“ part at leall of what we ar^ told refpeding thcle people is true. It is adojiidiing that 
“ every thing which we knbw of this nation is collefted from tuei/ neighbours ; that 
“ no one has yet made obfervations on the fpot where they refid ; arid that neither 

» 

* I am furprifed that M. de Commetfon did not endeavour to afeertain the truth of this faft, by digging 
up the earth of tome of thefe barrovre. 

voJL.. XVI. 5 F “ the 
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the governor of the Ifles of France and Bourbon, nor the commanders at ihe dif- 
** ferent fettlements which’the French poflelfcd on the coafl of Madugafcar, ever at- 
** tempted to penetrate into the interior parts of the country, with a view of adding this 
** difcovery to many others which they might have made at the fame time. 

“ To return to the Kimos, I can declare, as being an eye-witnefs, that in the voyage 
which I faade to Fort Dauphin, about the end of the year 1770, the Count de 
Modave, the laft governor, who had already communicated to me part of his ob- 
fervations, at length afforded me the fatlsfadion of feeing among his flavcs a Kimos 
“ woman, aged about thirty, and three feet feven inches in height. Her com- 
“ plexion was indeed the faireft I had feen among the inhabitants of the ifland ; and [< 
“ remarked that fhe was well limbed'though fo low of flature, an(f far from being ill 
** proportioned ; that her arms were exceedingly long, and could reach without bending 
“ the body as far as the knee ; that her hair was Ihort and woolly ; that her features, 
“ which were agreeable, approached nearer to thofe of an European than to an iuha- 
bitant of Madagafcar ; and that fhe had naturally a plcafant look, and was good- 
humoured, fenfibie, and obliging, as far as could be judged from her behaviour. 
** W ith regard to breads, I faw no appearance of them except the nipples; but this 
‘‘ fingle obfervation is not at all fufficient to eflablifli a variation from the common 
“ laws of nature.. 

“ A little before our departure from Madagafcar, a defire of recovering her liberty, 
** as much as a’dread of being carried away from her native country, induced this 
“ little flave to make her cfcape into the woods. 

' “ Every thing confidered, 1 am inclined firmly to believe in this new variety of the 
“ human fpecies, who have their charafteriftic marks as well as their peculiar manners, 
and who inhabit mountains from fixteen to eighteen hundred fathoms high above the 
“ level of the fea. 

“ Diminution of ftature, in refpeeb to that of the Laplanders, is almofl: graduated ns 
“ from the Laplander to the Kimos. Both inhabit the coldeft regions and the hiiiheft 
“ mountains in the world. Thofe of Madagafcar, where the Kimos live, are, as I have 
“ already obferved, fixteen or eighteen hundred fathoms high above the level of the 
“ fea. The vegetable productions which grow on thefc elevated places appear (o be 
ftunted, fuch as the pine, the birch, and a great many others, which from the clafs 
“ of trees defeend to that of humble fhrubs, merely bccaufe they have become alpicolcs, 
that is to fay, inhabitants of the higheft mountains.” 

To this extract from Mr. Commerfon’s Memoir on the Kimos, I fhall add a few ob- 
fervations by M. de Modave on the fame fubjecL 

“ When I arrived,” fays he, “ at Fort Dauphin, in 1768, an ill-wntten memoir 
was tranfmitted to me, which contained fome particulars concerning a fingular people 
called in the language of Madagafcar the Kimos, who inhabit the middle of the ifland, 
“ about the twenty-fecond degree of latitude. I had heard mention of them fcveral 
“ times before, but in fo confufed a manner that 1 fcarccly paid any attention fo a faft 
“.which deferves to be cleared up, and which relates to a nation of dwarfs, who live 
“ in fociety, governed by a chief, and proteded by civil laws. 

“ I had.found in the relation of Flacourt a pafTage refpf£fing this nation ; but it made 
“ no imprefiion on my mind, becaufe Flacourt rejefts the* hiftory of thefe pigmy people 
“ as a fable, ’invented by the players on the Aerraou, a kind of buffoons, or rather im- 
*• poftors, who fpend their time in reciting abfurd jales and romances. 

“ Flacourt calls thefe dwarfifh people pigmies, and mixes their hiffory with that of a 
“ pretended race of giants, who, as the ancient tradition of Madagafcar affures us, 

,0 “occafioned 
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“ occafioned formerly great ravage in the ifland. Flacourt relates, after thde players 
“ on the herraou, that the pigmies fomc time ago invaded'the country of Anoffi, from 
“ which thty were driven by theEranos, who are the original inhabitants o*. that dif- 
“ trid. The Etanos furrounded the pigmies on the banks of the river It, pcra, and , 
“ having maflacred them all, afterwards heaped together in that fpot a multitude of 
“ Hones, to cover the bodies of their enemies, and to fcrve as monumeitts of the vic- 
“ tory which they had gained over them. 

“ After procuring at Fort Dauphin and the neighbourhood all the information pofii- 
“ ble, I relolved to fend a detachment to difeover the country of tliefe pigmies. The 
“ detail of this expedition is configned to my journal: Dut, either on account of the 
“ infidelity of the guides, or their want of courage, it w'as not attended with fu -efs. 
“ lhad, however, the pleafure to afeertain the exiltence of a nation of duarfs, who 
“ inhabit a certain diftrid of the ifland. 

“ Thefe people are called Quimos or Kimos. The ordinary height of the men is three 
“ feet five inches, and that of the women a few inches Icfs. The men wear their beards 
“ long, and cut in a round form. The Kimos are thick and fijuat; the colour of their 
“ flein is lighter than that of the other iflanders ; and their hair is fliort and woolly. 

“ They manurafj.ure iron and fleel, of which they make lances and alTagays. I'hefe 
“ are the only arms which they employ to defend themfelves from their enemies, who 
“ attempt to carry off their cattle. When they perceive bands of travellers preiraring 
“ to traverfe their country, they tie their oxen to trees on the frontiers, and leave other 
“ provifions, in order that thefe ftrangers may find the means of fubfilling. When 
“ the llrangers, however, are fo imprudent as to moled; them, by behaving in a hqffile 
“ manner, and are not contented with the prefents ufiial in the like circumflances, the 
“ dwarfilh Kimos know how to defend themfelves bravely, and repel by force thofe 
“ who have the temerity to attempt to penetrate into the valley where they refide, and 
“ to which accefs is extremely difficuh 

“ Remou/:ai, who, in quality of captain, followed the father of the Chief Maimbou, 
in the two unfortunate expeditions which he undertook againfl: thefe people, in order 
“ to carry away a part of their flocks, and afterwards fell them at Fort Dauphin, told 
“ me, that he owed his fafety merely to the knowledge he had of the high and fteep 
“ mountains by which their valley is furrounded. Remouzai had been feveral times 
“ among the Kimos, and was employed as a guide by Maimbou’s father, when he 
“ ventured to attack them. The firft incurfion had no fuccefs, but the fecond was 
“ much more fatal: Maimbou’s brother was killed ; his fmall army was put to flight j 
“ and the number of thofe who efcaped thefe pigmies was very inconliderable. Not- 
“ withllanding all my refearches, 1 could never find any perfon except Remouzai, 
“ who was able to give me any certain accounts refpefting thefe two incurfions. 

“ Mvtimbou, with whom I had a good deal of intercourfe, for the purpofe of pro- 
“ curing provifions to Fort Dauphin, was not old enough to accompany his fattier in 
“ this expedition ; but he had conceived fuch an averlion to the Kimos, that he fell 
“ into a violent paffion whenever I mentioned them in his prefence ; and he wiflied me 
to exterminate that race of Apes, for fuch was the injurious appellation which he 
always bellowed upon them. 

“ A chief of the Mahaifalles, a people refiding near the Bay of St. Augufline, who 
“ came from a chief in the neighbourhood of the fort, with a v w ,of exchanging filk 
“ and other merchandize for oxeri, faid, in the hearing of oi. of my officers, that he 
had been feveral times in the country of the Kimos, and that he had even carried 
on war againft them. This chief added, that for Ibmc years, ihefe people liaJ been 
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' “ haraflet? by their neighbours, who had burnt feveral of their villages. He boailed, 
alfo, of having in his polUlIion a man and a woman of that race, who he faid were 
“ about the age of twenty, or twenty-five. 

. “ From the accounts of this chief and Remouzai, I am inclined to think, that the 

valley of the Kimos is abundant in cattle and provifions of every kind. Thefe 
“ little peopk are induftrious, and apply with much Ikill and labour to the cultivation of 
“ the earth. Their chief enjoys a much more abfolute authority, and is more re- 
** fpedtecl, than any of the other chiefs in the difierent diftrifts of Madagafcar. I was 
not able to learn the extent of the valley which they inhabit. I know only that it 
“ is furrounded by very high mountains ; that it is fituated at the diftance of fixty 
“ leagues to the norfh-we(t of Fort Dauphin ; and that it is bounded on the weft by 
“ the country of the Matatanes. Their villages are built on the fummits of fmall 
“ fteep mounts, which are fo much the more difficult to be afeended, as they have 
“ multiplied thofe obftacles that render approach to them almoft impraflicable. The 
“ chief of the Mahafialles and Ilemouzai did not agree refpeding two points 
“ which are particularly worthy of being afeertained. The general opinion of the 
people of Madagafcar is, that the Kimos women have no breafts, and that they 
“ nourifli their children with cows milk. It is aflerted, alfo, that they have no incn- 
“ ftrual flux; but that at thofe periods when other women are fubjeef to this evacua- 
“ tion, the Akin of their body becomes of a blood-red colour. Remouzai affured me 
“ that this opinion was well founded ; but the chief of the Mahafialles contradict'd it. 
“ We muft, therefore, fufpend our judgment on this head ; and be cautious in giving 
“ cr,edit to phainomena which appear to deviate fo much from general rules, and to 
" extend to a certain number of individuals only. ' 

“ I procured a Kimos woman, who was taken in war, fome years ago, by a chief 
“ of the province of Mandrarey. This woman is rather of a tall ftature, confulering 
“ the general meafure allowed to the females of her nation ; yet her height does not 
exceed three feet feven inches. She is between thirty and thirty-two years of age ; 
**' her arms are very long ; her hands have a great refemblance to the paws of an ape ; 
“ and her bofom is as flat as that of the Icaneft man, without the leaft appearance of 
“ breafts. My little Kimos was remarkably thin and meagre when fhe arrived at Fort 
“ Dauphin; but when flie was able to gratify her voracious appetite, flie became ex- 
“ tremcly lufty ; and I am of opinion, that when fhe is in her natural ftate, her fea- 
“ tures will be well worth a careful obfervation. The chief who fold me this Kimos 
“ woman told me, that he had a Kimos man at home, and that he would endeavour 
“ to fend him to me. 

“ Had the enterprife I undertook a few months ago fucceeded better, I fhould cer- 
“ tajinly have embraced the opportunity of fending to France a male and female of 
thefe pigmies ; but I hope to be more fortunate in future. It is certainly nothing 
“ wonderful to meet with dwarfs in a country fo vaft and extenfive as the ifland of 
“ Madagafcar, the furface of which contains various climates, and abounds with a 
“ mujtitudc of different produCions; but a /eal race of pigmies, living in fociety, is 
“ a phxnomenon that eannot well be pafled over in filence.” 

To thefe accounts of M. de Modave, and M. de Commerfon, might be added that 
of an officer who procured a Kimos, whom, as he told me, he' wifhed to carry to France; 
but M. de Surville, who commanded the veffel in which he had taken his paffage, 
would not permit him. - 


Of 
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Of the North-East Part of Madagascar. 

THE north-eafl: part of the ifland of Madajfafcar is a rich magazine for the colonies 
in the Ifles of France and Bourbon. The raoit frequented ports in tiiis part, are Foule- 
pointe, f t. Mary, and the Bay of AntongiJ. It is in thefe three places that the French 
have attempted to form all their eftablifhments. A foldier in the fervice of the Eafl-lndia 
Company, whole name was Bigorne, gave me fome interelling information refpeding 
the fcttlements of the pirates in thefe diltrids. This man had gained the affeftion of 
the iflanders, and by a long rcfidence amongft them ' ad acquired a kind of influence 
over thefe people, from which the direefors of the llles of France ami Bouib. .i, for 
a long time, derived great advantages. It w'as from this man that 1 procured the greater 
part of my knowledge refpeding the produffions, as well as the manners and cuftoms 
of the inhabitants of the north-eaft part of Madagafcar. 

'Idle inhabitants of this coafi; are ftill better, and more humane than diofe of the 
province of Carcanofli. Thefe harmlefs people ufe neither locks nor bolts, and fluit the 
doors of their boufes with nothing elfe than thorns, or the branches of trees. Were 
they even filled with riches, they would leave them in the fame manner, nur entertain 
any dread of their being robbed. Their houfes, however, are conllruQed only of leaves 
and mats, which might be broke through without much difficulty. 

I'he pirates, who carried on their depredations in the Indian feas, alarmed at the 
great preparations which were making to put an end to their robbery, took refuge on 
the north-eafl coaft of Madagafcar. It apjtears that they formed their eflahlifhment 
at the ifle of Nofl'y-IIibrahim, named by the French Sr. Mary. One of the extremi. 
ties of tills ifland reaches within eleven leagues of Foulepoinle, and the other extends 
to the Bay of Antongil. 

By contracting alliances with the iflander.s, the pirates gained their confidence and 
friendfliip. It may, perhaps, appear furprifing that men who followed lo infamous 
a profeflion fhould not have been more detefled. This foreign lap 1 became to them 
and their children a new country : they afl'umed its manners, and adopted its cuf¬ 
toms. In fertile and rich regions, abounding in every tiling necelfary for fubfillence, 
it is almofl impoffible to find any advantage by attacking the property of another 5 fince 
the only riches of the inhabitants are thole of the foil, and the foil belongs in common 
to all. It is not aflonifliing, therefore, that pirates returning continually to this place 
of fhclter to repair and re-viClual their Ihips, Ihould be favourably received by the Male- 
gaches, fince they fhared in their opulence, without knowing how they acquired it. 
They compared the conduCl of thefe wretches with that of the crews of levcial 
European velTels, and the comparifon was by no means favourable to the latter, Avho 
had more than once procured refrefliments by force, and who had exercifed the moll 
barbarous cruelties againfl: the natives, burning their villages, or deliroying them with 
their cannon, when they did not bring them oxen, fowls, and rice, as txpeditiouily 
as they required. The peojile of Foulepointe have not yet forgotten, and .often 
relate, that at the beginning of this century, the crew of an Fosopean vefl'el invited 
a multitude of the iflanders into a large tent, and the monieiii it was filled, the 
timber-work fell down, io that by this ftratajfem the F.iiroiieans W'ere able to 
feize a great number of them, whom they made Haves. W re I difpofed to pafs 
over fuch crimes in filence, I Ihould think it uleful to maki. mention of them, in . 
order to (hew how many evils and atrocities our European predeceflbrs have .left 
us to repair. 


Ihe 
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The pirates continued their depredations with fucccfs till the year 1722; but, at 
this period, feveral natipns, alarmed by the enormous Ioffes which their commerce fuf- 
tained, united together to deliver the Indian feas from the oppreffion of thcfe formida¬ 
ble tyrants, who had feized a large Portuguefe veffel, in which were count de Receira 
and the archbifliop of Goa, and the fame day another veffel which carried thirty-two 
guns. Both thefe valuable prizes were captured before the Ifle of Bourbon. 

The pirates, accuftomed to war, and elated with their fuccefs, made a long and 
defperaie refiftance. Before they w'ere extirpated it was neceffary to bring a coiifider- 
able force againfl: them ; to terrify them by the fevereff punifliment, and to purfue them 
through the molt imminent dangers, even to the place of their retreat, where they 
were obliged to fet fire to their veflbls:—fuch were the feverc means employed to clear 
the Indian Teas of thefe plunderers, who had infefled them from the time that Vafeo 
de Gama opened a paffage to India, by the Cape of Good Hope. I’hc entire defiruc- 
tion of their maritime forces prevented the pirates from interrupting commerce any 
more, and compelled them to quit the wretched eftablihment which they bad formed 
at St. Mary, an ifland in the neighbourhood of Madagafcar. 

Thefe banditti, however, being thus forced to renounce their former w'andering 
kind of life, began to think of fignalizing themfeives by new afls of attVocity. As they 
could no longer exercife w'ith advantage their infamous employment, in fertile coun¬ 
tries where all property is confounded, and being too inferior in number to fubdue the 
iflanders, one would have thought that no other means of doing mifehief were left for 
them than to attempt to promote difeord among the inhabitants: but had they con- 
fined''themfelvcs merely to the exciting of quarrels and war among the Malegaches, 
this flame probably would have been foon extinguiflied ; and when tranquillity had en¬ 
abled thefe iflanders to fee their real interefts, they would certainly not have failed 
to attack the pirates, and to be revenged on them for their perfidy. It was neceffary, 
therefore, for the fuccefs of their pernicious defigns, that they Ihould render war 
advantageous to thefe people; and the fale of prifoners, that is to fay, a trade in flaves, 
anfwered two ends to them, that of fomenting and perpetuating divifions among the 
Malegaches, and that of procuring a new mode of enriching themfeives, and of caufmg 
them to be courted and protedlcd by European nations, who favoured this dettftablo 
traffic. By this new crime the pirates terminated their courfe of robbery—a crime 
which depopulates and ftill defolates the ifland of Madagafcar. This deffrudive 
fcourge, fmee the moment of its birth, has not ceafed a moment to acquire new degrees 
of vigour and adivity. It would be as diflicull to foretell the period when it will end, 
as to eftimate the ravages to which it has given rife. Of all the evils and all the 
diforders occafioned by the pirates, the greatefl, without doubt, is that of having 
introduced the flave-trade into Madagafcar; and yet I fliould think 1 difgraced my 
pen, did I allow myfelf to trace out the pidure of the atrocious cruelties they exerciled, 
and the infamous flratagems they pradifed. The flave-tra<le is an inflitution fo much 
the more abominable, as the evils which it proiluces arc fcarcely felt by tliofe w'ho derive 
profit*from them. It would ftem as if it required long fludy and meditation to dif- 
cover that liberty is cbnneded with the effcnce and dignity of man ; and that it is 
the height of'injuffice to have converted it, if I may ufe th« exprefllon, into a faleable 
commodity. If this truth does npt make that impreflion which it ought on en¬ 
lightened nations, and force them to proferibe flavery, how can they flatter them- 
•felves that it will be pdfeeived by favages involved in Rie darknefs of ignorance ? We 
cannot, therefore, be furprized that the Malegaches, ftruck with the advantages which 
they cofltinually derive from the fale of flaves, flill entertain a grateful remembrance 
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of thefe infamous men, to whom they think they are indebted forthe greater,part of their 
riches. , 

Before thefe banditti eftaldiihed themfelves in the ifland, aarrle and flieep were of 
no value. Rice and various kinds of provifions had no other price than d I’t which was 
affixed on them by navigators; and it even appears, that during the time ot their piracy, 
they fpent in drunkennefs and debauchery, on their return from every^ expedition, the 
fruits of their long voyagc<!. 

Want of forefight is not uncommon among men accuftomed 1% a wandering and 
diffipated life. ‘The extreme profufion of thefe profligates is, therefore, no matter of 
furprife; but being more deceitful than prodigal, > is no wonder that they always 
carefully endeavoured to conceal from thefe iflandtrs the impure fource from which 
they derived their riches. This, perhaps, is the only point on which rh-y v,cie forced 
to be prudent, under pain of incurring the hatred of thefe people, whufe friend/hip 
it was their intereft to preferve. 

A recital of their fltameful and dcteftable robberies would have carried terror and 
alarm into thofe countries, where the leaft of thefe crimes was punifhed with death. 
It is not to be doubted that the Malegaches would have exterminated fuch dangerous 
guefls had they been fully acquainted with their vicious inclinations: but fmee their 
memory is no.* execrated, and has not left in the minds of thefe people any traces of 
their infamy, they mufl; have feduced them by a profound diffiinulation, and a deceit¬ 
ful appearance of confidence and affeftion. And how could fiivages pofFefs fufficient 
knowledge of mankind to be able to unmafk villains, exercifed from their infancy in 
falfehood and cunning, and whofe intereft it was to conceal, or difguife the greater 
part of their vices ? 

I confefs.that this explanation alone can afford fatisfafUon, after the vain efforts 
which I made on the fpot, with a view to difeover the true caufe of that kind of refpeft, 
or rather veneration, which the Malegaches entertain for the memory of thefe infamous 
plunderers. 

It was not at the time when the pirates were employed folcly in ravaging the Indian 
feas that they were able to occafion great diforder at Madagai‘e..r; their Itay in that 
ifland was always very fhort, and being obliged to repair their velfels fpcedily, and 
to procure provifions, they could not think of fowing divifion among thefe people, 
who might have revenged themfelves during their abfence on tHeir women and 
ciiiidren, and have entirely ruined their eftablifhmcnts; and it was only at certain 
periods that they could give themfelves up to all the cxcelTes of drunkennefs and de- 
liauchery. But when they were forced to renounce their infamous prulcllion, they 
fidlow'ed a jdan of life entirely dill'erent. I'heir views then were direded towards 
the means of recovering a part of thofe riches which they had impi udcntly diffipated, 
and to ferure the prc'tection of the Europeans by opening to them a branch oi com- 
incrre, with the extent and importance of which they were well acquainted. Thefe 
profligates, therefore, were the firft who introduced the flave-trade into the north-eaft 
part of Madagafcar. This we are told by all the traditions of the cotintry, and it was 
confirmed to me by La Bigorne. It was not, however, vithout caufing iuucIe trouble 
and diforder that they were able, about the year 1722, to ovc.come the averfion which 
the Malegaches had for .that horrid traffic. Before this epoch feveral*European (hips 
had made vain efforts to induce them to fell their prifoners and malefadlors. Their 
negoctations for this purpofe, inftead of being attended wc!t fuccefs, were rejeded 
with indignation, and fometiihes punifhed in an exemplary manner, when they ven¬ 
tured to employ ftratagem or force. The pirates were too well acquainted with the 
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h.trepid fpirit of the Malegaches to ufe thefe means ; and they were fenfible that they 
were too few in number to fubdue them, or to diftate to them concerning a trade which 
they detefled. The lead violence, in this refped, would have occafioned their deftruc- 
tion; and with flill more certainty that of their wives and children. The fureft 
way of accompii/aing their end, therefore, was to kindle up amongll thefe people the 
flames of difcoijd ; and, taking advantage of their inteftine wars, to prevail on them 
to difpofe of their prilbners, who, on account of their number, could not fail of being 
a burthen to them* lint it was of the utmoll importance to the fuccefs of their views, 
in the midft of thefe diforders, to be on a good footing with both parties, and to 
afliime in appearance the office of mediators. It was requifite, alfo, that they fhould 
wait for a favourable opportunity, or at leaft a plaufible pretext for putting their odious 
plot in execution, and this was not long wanting. 

The Bethalimenes, a people in the interior part of the country, had quitted their 
villages, and had flocked in great numbers towards the place where the pirates lived, 
with a view of procuring different articles of commerce, which they confidered either 
as ufeful or convenient. They particularly fought for the beautiful fluffs of India, 
,-Mafulipatam handkerchiefs, muffins, and fome other kinds of goods of Id's value. 
The inhabitants on the fca-coafl, known under the name of Antivarres and Mani- 
voulefe, beheld thefe ftrangers amongft them with great pleafurc ; and they would 
have thought themfclves deficient both in that holpitality and aflettion which they 
owed to the pirates, had they in tlic leafl interrupted their commerce, or prevented 
them from procuring fuch cattle and provifions as were neceffary for vidualling 
their fliips. 

The Bethalimenes, who are a more economical and courageous people than the 
Antavarres and the Manivoulefe, when they faw that the fource ot the wealth of 
the pirates was cxhaullcd, by the abfolute dcllrudion of their marine, began to pre¬ 
pare for returning to their villages with their riches. The Antavarres and the Ma¬ 
nivoulefe would not have oppofed their departure, had not the pirates ufed their ut- 
moft endeavours to excite them to plunder, by reprefenting to them, that thefe valua¬ 
ble eft'eds which ought to be the reward of their labour and attachment, would be for 
ever loll to them, if they fuffered them to be carried away, and difperfed in the inte¬ 
rior parts of the country. After a long refillance, founded folely on that refped which is 
due to hofpitality, the Antavarres and the Manivoulefe fuffered theml'elves to be overcome, 
and hurried into an unjuft w’ar. This cruel Var gave rife to all thofe which afterwards 
deluged the north-eafl part of Madagafcar with blood. Before that period thefe peoj)lc 
lived in peace, and thofe petty divifions of little importance which are infcparable from all 
focieties, never were ot long duration, and left behind them no traces of animofiiy. 
I'he pirates were artful enough never to be feen in the armies of the Antavarres and the 
Mani,’?oulefe, without afl'uming the appearance of the ftridtfl: neutrality. I'hey, how¬ 
ever, fold at a very high price to ihel'e people, who were their friends, arms and war¬ 
like ammunition ; but while they refufed the like afiiflance to the Bethalimenes, they 
fecretly advifed fhem, in the moll treacherous manner, to exchange with an Euro¬ 
pean vAfl'el, newly arrived at Foulepointc, their prifoners for fire-arms and aminuni- 
tiem. The Bethalimenes^, highly irritated at the exceffes committed by the Antavarres 
and the Manivoulefe againft them, eagerly followed this adt?;ce. By making a brave 
defence they had taken a great number of prifoners; and as thefe prifoners were a 
burthen to them, they faw it would be advantageous to fell them, in order to procure 
fire-arms, which were neceffary to repel the attacks of their enemies. 
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The Betlialimenes were extremely thankful to the pirates for having taught them 
how to make the Antavarres and the Manivoulefe repent of their injufticc, by ena¬ 
bling them to procure arms and ammunition, fufficient to intimidate thefe d'iturbers of 
their tranquillity. I'hey even funnel themfelves much better provided wiih thefe ar¬ 
ticles than their enemies, who were now no longer in a condition to throw any ob- 
ftacles in the way of their departure. Thefe fame iilanders, therefore, wAo had always 
(hewn the moft invincible repugnance to fell their prifoners, fuddenly changed their 
principles on this point; and yet thefe people confider us as cannibals. The efforts 
which the Europeans had inceffantly made to procure flares, either by force or ftrata- 
gem, contributed not a little to confirm them in this i. tfavourable opinion. The ene¬ 
mies of the whites, whofe number was very confiderable, took a plcafurc i*; giving 
ftrength to this odious calumny; and I may venture to affert, that it iias been per¬ 
petuated ill luch a manner, from generation to generation, that it ftill fubfiffs. If any 
method can be devifed of dcftioyiiig j'o degrading an accufation, it certainly muff be by 
carefully educating amongfl; us I’oiue young Mtdecaffes, and afterwards fending them 
back to their own country. When they have become acquainted with our manners, 
our arts, and our indultry, we may eafiiy infpire them with quite contrary fcatiments. 
However little we reflect on the falutary confequcnces that would eufue from fuch a 
plan, it will appear aitoniflung that it has been fo long negle£lcJ. 

If I liave allowed myltlf to pafs over in (Hence the long feries of war which from 
that e|)och never ccaitd to dcfolatc the iioj-tlieni part of Madagafcar, 1 cannot help 
obferving, that the pirares alone kindled up amongfl thefe iflanders the (lames of dif- 
cord ; and, at tlu; fame time, conciliated the affedions of the Antavarres and -the 
Manivoulefe, as well as that of the Belhalimcncs. 

After this, the Europeans no longer difdained to feek their protedion. The pub¬ 
lic falc of prifoners ferved to foment the flames of their hatred and vengeance; and 
thefe two icouvgc.s united let no oth^ bounds to their ravages than the entire depo¬ 
pulation of an idaiui, celt bratttl by its extent and prodigious fertility. What a num¬ 
ber of vidiii..', facrliiced to the ini'atiable avarice of a few plundc.ov ! 

Ye ju(t and compalhunatc, behold what it has cod, in blood and crimes, to bring 
your colonics to that hind of profperity, the greater part of the advantages of which 
you daily hear exaggerated ; as if that profperity, always precarious, were not more 
apparent tliun real; fince the opulence of a (ew is founded only on the inifery and flavery 
of the multitude. 

The flave-trade, after having ferved to ertablifli the power of the pirates, was of 
no utility to their children. 

Tamfimalo, fon to the dat’ghtcr of a powei l'ul clilef, by an old pirate, celebrated 
for his cunning and dcprcilations, feized the, fuvcreigii pow'er aficr th<; death of -his 
father. His reign was (ignalizcd by no extiaordinai y event, but his memory i,' Hill 
venerated amongfl thefe people; anti his rdpetied aflies repofe at St. Mary, where they 
were depofited in the year 1745, which was the period of his dv'iilh. 

Tamfurialo was fucceedeJ by his fon John Ilarre ; but his power was very limt;cd ; 
and his mifeondud rcnderctl him defpicabie in the eyes of 1 ;' fubietls. He made 
choice of Foiilepointc for the.place of his refuience, and left the gotcrnment-of St. Mary 
to his mother and his i'i(fcr,‘the latter of whom was known c.udc'- the name of Bede. 
A little time after the death of Tamfimalo, the Eaft-India Com^ ,ny formed an efta- 
blifliment at St. Mary, and M. Goffe was ordered to take poiiei-.on of that ifland in 
the name of the company. In this ceremony, M. Goffe was accompanied by Bcbc, 
the daughter of Tamfimalo, and the widow of John Ilarre, though this honour, ac- 
voL. XVI. 51; cording 
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cording to the ufagcs of the country, belonged to the widow of Tamfimalo, whofe 
fovereignty was acknowledged. This haughty and imperious woman, highly offended 
at that kind of difdain and neglect with which Goffe feemcd to treat her, fwore that 
flie would be revenged on him for fo open an infult offered to her dignity. For a long 
time Goffe defpifed her anger and threats but this condu£l was far from being pru¬ 
dent ; and iiiight have brought great misfortunes upon the eftabliihmcnt entrufled to 
his care. Obftinate fevers, and epidemical difeafes, loon after weakened the colony, 
and reduced it to a very languiihing condition during the latter end of autumn. The 
direftors of the Ifle of Fiance were obliged, therefore, to fend new recruits annually, 
to repair the Ioffes which were occafioned by the infalubrity of the ifland. The mor- ' 
tality became fo great towards the conclufion of the year, that it was then called the 
Grave of the French. Tire greateft care, it is true, was taken to fend no perfons thither 
to fettle except fuch as could occafion little hurt to fociety, if they perilhed. 

If Goffe was deficient in attention to the widow of Tamfimalo, he neglefted, as we 
are affured, no means of pleafing Betie. This charming young woman to an agree¬ 
able figure added a plcafant difpofition ; and the iflandeis entertained a much (trongcr 
affection for her than for her mother. Betie was not infenfible to the attachment of 
Goffe ; and flie more than once difconcerted the fatal projeds of her mother againlf 
the French : but bounds were at length fet to her zeal, over which it was iinpoflible 
for her to pafs. 

Tamfimalo’s widow accufed Goffe of having dared to difturb the aflies of her huf- 
band, and of carrying away the riches fhut up in his tomb. This accufation, whetiier 
juft or unjult, excited fuch a fermentation that the deftruftion of the French was from 
that moment irrevocably decreed. The iflanders fell upon tlieir eftablifinnent, fet fire 
to it, and made a general niaffacre of its inhabitants. As foon as tliis fatal event, which 
took place on Chriftinas eve 1754, was known at the Ifle of France, an armed veffel 
received orders to proceed to the entrance of port St. Mary, and to punifh the iflanders 
with the utmoft feverity. The punifliment inflicted on them was indeed terrible ; a 
number of villages were burnt, and fevcral large piroguas filled with the natives were 
funk. That in which the widow of Tamfimalo embarked, made ftrong efforts to gain 
the Bay of Antongil, and to efcape from the boats fent in purfuit of her: but in fpite 
of every exertion they got near enough to fire upon it. Tamfimalo's widow was killed; 
feveral of thofe who accompanied her fliared the fame fate; and the reft, among whom 
was her daughter Betie, were taken prifoners. When Betie was carried to the Ifle of 
France, fhe juftified herfelf before the fupreme council, by proving that her mother 
alone had been the caufe of the maflacre of the French. She fliewcd, at the lame time, 
that her connection with Goffe had endangered her fill*; and that Ihe could no longer 
be in fafety at St. Mary, as /he had loft, by her attachment to the French, and the 
efforts which flie had made to fave them, the confidence and afl'eClioi^ of the iflanders. 
The fupreme council of the Ifle of France, convinced of the innocence of this young 
woman, feiit her to her brother John Harre, at Foulepointe, with confiderable prefents, 
req.'iefting her to employ every means poffible to re-eltablifli peace and concord between 
the natives of that diftrid and the French. Thefe people, terrified Jjy the ravages 
exercifed at St. Mary, had retired to the interior parts o£ tlie country ; all commeice 
was fufpended ; and the wants of the Ifle of France requifed that every method fliould 
bepurfued to revive it. Betie, by the great afcondancy flie had over her brother, being 
thepropereft perfonto accomplifli this lalutary end, .(he united, for that purpofe, with 
Bigornc, an intelligent and aCtive man, who had been a foldier in the fcrvice of the 
£aft-lndia company. 


In 
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In a little time, Blgornc learned the Malegache language ; and by an open and Heady 
condud won the afFcftion of the iflanders. To his care and aftivity the coloii.y was in¬ 
debted for the re-eftablilhment of its commerce. Among all the honourable teftimonies 
of gratitude which were rendered to him for thisfervice, the moft diftinguilhed is that 
of M. Poivre, who, in 1758, was an eye-witnefs to the good conduft of thij brave foldier. 
'J’hat celebrated adminiftrator, whofe fuffrages cannot be fufpccted of prejudice or par¬ 
tiality, has often, iti my prefence, paid the higheft compliments to this man, whofe 
memory is ftill rcfpecled among the iflanders of Madagafcar. The influence which he 
had over the minds of thefe people, was however moi owing to the goodnefs of his 
charafter than to his eloquence. 

Thefpeeches which he made to thefe people, in their grand aflTemblies calle! palabres, 
W'ere not to be compared to thofe of the Malegache orators. M. Poivre, who aflifted at 
fevcral of thefe aflemblics, often told me, that the natural eloquence of the Malegaches 
was truly aftonifliing. He took delight in relating even the molt minute particulars of a 
grand pnlahre, at which all the neighbouring chiefs, and an immenfe multitude of 
people, were prefent, in order to form a treaty of commerce with the commiflaries of 
the French F.aft-India company. 

The followingas, in a few words, the account of it which he gave me: 

The orator, after faluting all the chiefs, advanced towards the French; made a pro¬ 
found bow to them, and addrefljng himfcif to Eigorne, faid : “You know, Bigorne, 
“ that for more than eight years the white men have come hither to trade with the 
“ Malegaches; and can you fay that a white man was ever killed by any of our 
“ nation ? 

“ We have always received you, not only as brothers, but even as the lords of the 
“ country. 

“ When the French afked from us oxen and rice, did we ever refufe them ? 

“ When they wifhed to raife palifa ’ s, and to conftrudl houfes, have we not gone 
“ to the foreits to procure timber neceflary for that purpofe ? 

“ Have thofe who came hither before you, Bigorne, or thofe wno are here now, 
“ ever had any caufe of complaint againft us ? Have they not drawn water from our 
“ fountains ? Have they not cut dowm the trees of our forefts, without any man at 

Foulepointe afking them—why do you fo ? The people in the fouth, as well as thofe 
“ in the north, and more recently ftill thofe of St. Mary, mafl'acred the French, and 

made war upon them : but thofe of Foulepointe never attacked any of them ; on the 
“ contrary they have given them every afttftance in their power, and they have at all 
“ times teftified their kindnefs and fricndfhip towards them. 

“ Are the chiefs at Foulepcjinte then Icfs powerful than their neighbours ? 

La Bigorne, they are more fo.—Do they fear to carry on war againft: the whit(f;ji ? 
“ -—No .—Who^ dare make war on John Ilarrc, the illuftrious Ion of Tamfimalo, pur 
“ fovereign and our father ? 

“ What are the white men who would be rafh enough to attack thofe formidable 
** and invincible chiefs, here prefent, Marouat, Ramifi^ and Ramatao f 
Would we not flied even the lafl drop of our blood in their I'l.pport ? 

** It is to our friendftiip, therefore, and to our goodnefs of heart alone, that the 
** French are indebted for the kind treatment which they have experienced at Foule- 
*■* pointe, lince they firft frequented that port. 

“ Let us now examine the conduct of the French towards us. 

** Why, Bigorne, haft thou erefted a palifade of large ftakes, much more exl;ciifi''e 
“ and ftronger than that which was erefted Ibrmerly, without having deigned to alk 
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** permiffion of John Harre and the other chiefs ? In this haft thou followed the ancient 
“ ufagej Speak—^Anfwer—Haft thou offered them the fmalleft prefent ?•—But you 
“ obferve ftlence—You blufti—You are confcioiis of your guilt—You look towards 
“ them—You beg forgivenefs—Here, in thy name, I alk John Han c, our fovereign, 
“ who prefidcts over this illuftrious afl’embly, and thefe generous and invincible chiefs, 
to., pardon thy imprudence. We love thee, Bigorne; bat never in future, abufe our 
" affedion—Swear that thou wilt never commit the like faults—Such errors will for 
“ ever alienate from thee, without hopes of return, the hearts of the inhabitants of 
“ Foulepointe; and to prelcrve them, take an oath that our intcrefls and yours fliall he 
“ hereafter the fame. Alk, then, of your chiefs here affcmbled, why, fince the arrival 
“ of the laft feven flilps, the captains have ftill ncglccled to make the ufual prel'ciits, 
“ which I'erve to promote a good underflanding in thofe exchanges which the whites 
“ wifti to make with the Malegac!ie.s ? W!iy have not rlicic vell'els brought effects to 
“ pay the debts contracted above a year ap;o by the Freuch ? 

“ We have fold them, on credit, according to the rides of fair dealing, provifions 
“ of every kind, without any other leouriry than finull bits of p.ij'.er, w hich contai.ned, 
“ as you allured us, a promife of being paid in three moons. Why has tliis folemu 
“ promife remained till the prefent day tnidii'charged ? 'I’his certainly, is compelling us 
“ to give up all commerce with the whites, or at leaft to entirely withdraw' tliat confi- 

dence which w'e had iu their w'orJs and oaths. 

“ A large veffcl which touched here laft year was in the mnft urgent want of pro- 
“ vifions, without having eli’ccls neceffary to purchale them. The merchants ol Foulc- 
“ pointc, however, fupplied the crew' wdth oxen and rice, and at the fame price at 
“ which they could have bought them for ready money. 

“ They promifed to fend us payment liy the firlt velTel which flioiild come from the 
“ Ille of France. Since that period twelve have arrived ; but they all rcful'ed to pay 
“ this juft debt. 

“ Will you now fay, Bigorne, that the people of Foulepointe have behaved dil- 
“ honeftly to the French f 

“ Will you fay alld, that, in giving a trade-mulket in e.xchange for an ox, you pay 
“ too dear ? 

“ Will you fay that two yards of blue cloth is the juft value of a incafure of rice, 
“ weighing fifty pounds? You either think us very ignorant of the price of provifions 
“ at the Ille ol France, or you have formed the mad project of giving laws to us in- 

ftead of receiving them. 

“ Is it not true,” continuetl flic orator, addrdling himfelf to the Alfcmbly, “ that 
‘‘ you wilhto deal w'iththefe ftrangers hereafter onjufter and more equitable terms?” 

/the aflembly teftified by a general and tumultuous acclamation, that tliis was their 
defire. 

Bigorne then wilhed to elevate his voice; but the orator commanded !um to be filent; 
and relumed his difcourfe,,by the order of John Harre and the other chiefs. 

, “^The following,” faid he, “ are the conditions preferibed by the merchants ol Foule- 
“ pointe : The meafure of rice fhall be diminilhed, w'hon, in meafuring it, the whites 
“ endeavour to heap up the rice, by knocking on the botljtm of the meafure, in order 
“ to increafe its contents: they-will not fuffer tlie meafure to be heaped as heic« 
“ tofore.” 

This obfervatlon made the affembly fmile. 

“ An ox fhall no longer be given in exchange for a paltry tradc-fufee : a good foldicr s 
“ muiket fliall be the price of an ox.’’ 

“ A 
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“ A piece of blue cloth ftiall contain two yards, according to the ancient meafure.* 
“ The bambou of powder (hall be increafed in fuch^'a manner, that three bambous 
(liall contain an hundred charges for a mufket. 

“ The people of Foulepointe, who ferve the wliites in quality of fcullions^ or domeftics, 
“ fiiall receive a trade-fufee as wages for thirty days fervice.” 

After this the orator, addrclling the chiefs and the aflbmbly, laid, Are not thefe 
“ your latefl: wifhes ?”—The cry of “ Ycs ” tlicn refounded from all quarters, isjipr- 
mixed with (houts of praife and apprtjbation. ^ 

When this noife liad fubfided, the orator cried out with a voice like thunder, “ You 
“ hear, IJigorne, the widi of the Falabre ; it is tfic law of the chiefs, it is the defire 
“ of the people who trade with the whites. Kxplain fully to your mafters \'h t I have 
“ jull now projrofcd.—If they accept thefe conditions, we (hall confirm .he treaty by 
a foleiun facniice. If they will not accept it, they may depart. We have no pro- 
“ vifions to give them.” 

Bigorne tranflated word for word to hi. Poivre the fpeech which I have here related ; 
and the latter was obliged to inlerpole his authority, iu order to prevent him from 
reproaching the orator for his vehemence. Bigorne was not accufloincd to be treated 
with fo little ^cereniony fsy thefe pcvjjile; and this Icflbn feemed to hurt him the* 
more, as it was given before oilicers honoured with the confidence of the Eafl-India 
Clompany. 

M. foivre, on the contrary, beheld the energy of thefe favages with pleafurc. He 
was llruck with the f orce and folidity of their reafoning; hut, being intrufted with 
the iiilerelLs oI ih.c company, ii was not in his power to make any alteration in the 
ufual price of jiroviiioiv'. 11 c ordered Bigorne to coinnumicate this to the aflembly ; 
and to aHure thesn, ai tiie fame time, that the merchants of Foulepointe would be im¬ 
mediately and generouily paid lor all the coiumodilies with which they had fupplied 
the French, lie likewiie granted augmentation of fuary to thofe domeftics who 
were in liie I'ervire of the whites ; and accoinp.inied adl his promifes with the molt 
polite exprcillons, and fuch as were likely to awaken the f..nfib’”fv of the chiefs. Whilft 
he thus treated them tis friends and brothers, he rccoramcnJed peace and concord to 
them, in the flrongeft terms ; and gave them to utulerfland, that the conduit of all 
thofe whites who fliould not entertain the fame fentiiuenrs and refpecl for them, would 
be generally dilapproved. The fpeech of M. Poivre, delivered in the Malegachc lan¬ 
guage by Bigorne, feemed to make more impreflion on the orator than on the aflem- 
bly ; and it was only in confequence of the advice given by the former, that the treaty 
was agreed upon by a general acclamation. 

The concluiion of tiiis ti\aty was a matter of the utmeft impor'ance. The wants 
of the velfels were urgent: for, as they contained fix hunJ.eJ men, three oxen 
a day, with a proportionable quantity of rice, were neccfiliry to (apply thetn, with 
pro vifions. 

This treaty was ratified w'ith the utmoft fokmnity. The orator fiaughtered a viTIm; 
received the blood in an earthen veft’el; and mixed with it fea-water, pimento, gun- 
flints broken, and brnifed very fine, and a (’mail quantity f'f earth and gunpowder, 
inoiftened with A;//?//, or Ipirit made from the fugar-cane. Two leaden bullets ferved 
him to pound thefe diflbrent ingredients, in order to form a kind of beverage, which 
he wifhed the devil might convert into poifon fdr all thole \ ho, having drunk of ir, 
(hould not adhere to tficir oatfi. He then took two lances, « . aflTagays, and dipped the 
points of them in the liquor, while John Ilarre fprinkled a few drops of it upon the 
ground. 


The 
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' The orator, afterwards, taking a knife in his right hand, and firft invoking the God 
of the whites, and then that of the blacks, begged them with a loud voice to infpire 
into the hearts of both, peace, amity, concord, and fincerity. 

Then ftriking with his knife the points ot the two affagays, which he had dipped 
into the liquor, he denounced the moft horrid malediftions and imprecations againft 
thpfe who fhouW infringe the treaty. 

JlLlf the whites,” faid he, “ break their oath, may this beverage become poifon to 
*‘^Sem; may thofe hurricanes which rnfh with fury from the four quarters of the 
** heavens, fall upon their veflcls ; may they be fwallowed up by the waves ; and may 

the bodies of thefe wicked men be torn by the formidable mongers which inliabit 
“ the abyfles of the fea. 

“ Hear, John Harre—liften to the voice of the powerful genius who infpires me: 

** Should the people of Foulepointe be fo bafe and fo worthlcfs as to violate this 
“ folemn treaty, may they perifii by the fword of the enemy ; may their bellies buift; 

and may their filthy carcafes become food for the crocodiles. 

“ Mud not the inviftble fpirit who prefides at this affembly be avenged ? Mud he 
“ not punifli the perjured, fince he receives their oaths ? All men, whether white or 

black, are before him ; all are fubjefted to his fupreme will; and he requires from 
“ us all, under the pain of incurring punifhments equally terrible and fevere, the fame 
“ fidelity, and the fame fincerity.” 

Rabefin (this was the name of the orator) pronounced thefe horrid imprecations 
three times; and with fo much vehemence in his fpeech and gedurcs, that they made 
an imprelllon upon the affembly, of which it would be impoffible to convey an idea by 
words. 

Whild the affembly were in this date of fear and terror, John Harre and the other 
chiefs with a trembling hand put about a fpoonful of their difguding liquor into a leaf 
of raven, and fw'allowed it, w'ith the mod horrid grimaces. Their example was fol¬ 
lowed by the greater part of thofe who affided at the ceremony: but foinc of the 
Frenchmen contented^themfelves with only feigning to do it, notwithdanding the preffing 
invitation of Bigorne, who, without doubt, believed this ridiculous and difagrecable 
farce ncctffary, if not to the fuccefs, at lead to the foHdity of the treaty. 

Rabcfm then proceeded to facrifice the viftims; and a grand fead, accompanied 
with dancing, mufic, and fports, terminated, rather in a noify but joyful manner, this 
celebrated palabre. I have deferibed the ceremonies pradifed at this affembly in pre¬ 
ference to any of thofe at which 1 aflided, merely becaufe it related to affairs of the 
utmod importance; and by doing fo I have, I think, attained the end which I ought 
to have had in view, that of tracing out a flight (ketch of the charadcr and extraordi¬ 
nary cudoins of thefe people. 

The’ morning after the conclufion of the treaty, the market at Foylcpointe was dored 
with every thing in abundance: the veffels, therefoic, made hade to fake in their 
quantity of provifions; which they did foon, and at a very finall cxpence. 

When M. Poivre arrived in France, he gave a favourable account of La Bigorne’s 
conduct to the Ead-Indig. Company. La Bigorne was then only interpreter at Foule- 
. pointe; but on the recommendation of M. Poivre, he received*a commiilion to manage, 
in the whole ifland of Madagafcar, under the orders of the a(rminidrari<jn of the Ifle of 
France, all afi'airs relating to trade and the viftualling of fliips. “il'he Company had 
every veafou to be fatisfied with their choice; for La Bigonie conduced himfelr with 
ehual prudence and ability, till the year 1762, when he was recalled to the Ifle of 
France bccaufe he had made war on John Harre. We are affured that he exerted his 

5 utraod 



ROCflflON’s VOYAOl TO MADAGASCAR. 


177 

t 

utmoft endeavours to preferve peace at Foulepointe; but that he was, at length, obliged 
openly to fupport feveral chiefs, allies of the French, v^o had cau'e to complain of 
the violence and depredations of John Harrc, whofc propenfity to vice an i 'debauchery 
increafed every day. 

The chiefs who were enemies to John Harre united together, in order to prevail 
on Bigorne to take the command of their armies. This brave foldict did not, how¬ 
ever, yield to their entreaties, but on conditions which mufl; have appeared v^tiry 
ftrange to the favages. He openly declared, that if he affumed the command of their 
troops, he wosld take the prudent precaution not o expofe himftlf to the enemies 
fire; becaufe his death would infallibly occafion me deitruftion of thofe warriors 
who fought under his ftandards. A general, who, following only the :,cpuile of his 
courage, iufFers himfelf to be hurried into the thickeft of the battle, is no longer able 
to difpofe his forces in the moft advantageous manner ; the army iS then absolutely 
without a chief; the combatants are confequently thrown into diforder; and chance 
only decides the victory. 

I do not know whether the McdccalTes were ftruck with La Bigorne’s reafons. 
People without difciplinc, and who have no idea of the advantages which always refult 
from good order and perfect harmony, mufl have believed that General Bigorne had 
more abilities than courage. However, after fiievving fome marks of aftonilhment and 
furprife, they ranged themfelvcs under his banners. La Bigorne then made them go 
through fome very fimple mantruvres; and finding them fubmiflive, and' refolved to 
execute his orders punctually, he led them towards the enemy. When the two armies 
were in fight of each other, he renewed his prohibition of beginning the combaS until 
he had given the fignal. 

'I'he army of John Harre was more numerous and much ftronger than that of 
La Bigorne j but the pofition of the latter feemed to promife him the moll complete 
vitdory, fliould John Harre venture attack him. John Harre, not having fufficient 
abilities to judge of his difadvantageous fituation, charged the enemy with vigour ; 
but he was repulfed in fo terrible a manner that he was obliged to Teek fafety by flight. 
This chief, therefore, who had hitherto been accounted invincible, was overcome 
merely by the Ikilful difpofition of a man, who did not appear in the engagement, and 
who was even at fome diftance from the field of battle. 

John Harre, having afterwards learned that La Bigorne diredted the movements of 
the army which had defeated him, obferved, “ How could I defend myfelf againlt the 
“ invifible fpirit of a white man who attacked me? But, in order to be revenged, 
“ I will quit Foulepointe, and retire to the bay of Antongil. My removal from that 
“ port will alarm the merchants of Foulepointe ; (he maikets will no longer be fup- 

plied; commerce will in the mean time fufl'er ; and La Bigorne’s chiefs will*recali 
“ him to the Ifle of France. My departure from Foulepointe, therefore, feems lo'pro- 
“ mife me a fpeedy deliverance from my moft formidable enemy.’’ 

What John Harre had predicted foon afiervv'ards took place. His defeat had oc- 
cafioned great forrow at Foulepointe; and his departure put an entire flop tp com¬ 
merce. Some of the chiefs, friends to Bigorne, made vain e,T rts to biing provifioiis 
to the markets ; for the .merchants at F'oulepointe oppofed them as •much as they 
could. I’he French vcfl'eis, which had come to that port for refr- Ihments, after endea¬ 
vouring, without to reftore peace and concord ;imong th'. * people, were obliged 

to repair to the Ifle of Fr met, in a very deplorable flate, anu in the utmoft want of 
the moll common ncceflarics. On their united complaints La Bigorne was recalled 
and difgraced: yet we are aifured that he was not guilty ; and that few men in his 
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place would*liave fuffcred fo long the oppreflive and infolent behaviour of John Harrc. 
I fhould be glad that I could believe this to be the cafe: but his condufl: will always 
appear reprehcnfible to thofe who think they have no right to prefcribe rules and to 
give laws in a foreign country. 

However this may be. La Bigorne’s departure brought back John Harre to Foulc- 
pointe. On his* arrival he met with a much better reception than he had any title to ex- 
peft ; and commerce foon began to refume its w'onted aftivity: but matters did not 
long remain in this tranquil fituation. The flames of difcord were not yet extinguiflied ; 
hatred and animofity flill continued to foment them j but, at length, after a tedious 
war, the ifland of Madagafcar vyas delivered from this turbulent and formidable tyrant, 
who could live in peace neither with his allies nor his fubjeds. He was killed in 1767 
by the Manivoulefc ; and his fpoils ferved to enrich the enemy, and to augment their 
power. 

His fon inherited only a fmall part of his father’s polTeflions, as he was too 
young not to be fatisfied with what was given him. Of the reign of this prince I (hall 
fay nothing, though I had an opportunity of being particularly acquainted with him ; 
for, as he had neither fpirit nor abilities, he never performed any adion of fufficient im¬ 
portance to merit a place here. 

At the time when John Harre died, the Ifles of France and Bourbon were not under 
the diredion of the Eaft India Company. The king had. refumed the management of 
them, and had appointed M. Poivre to be intendant of that colony. Bigorne then no 
longer found any obftacle to prevent his returning to Foulepointe, where his prefcncc, 
on account of certain circumllances, was become highly needfary. On his arrival he 
received from the inhabitants the moft flattering teflimonies of fricndfhip and efteem. 
Theftrong idea which the iflanders had before entertained of his talents and integrity, 
caufed him to be chofen arbiter of all their differences. He re-eftabliflied peace in the 
northern part of Madagafcar; and M. Poivre had nothing to beffow upon him but 
praifes for his good condud. I was particularly acquainted with him, when I vifited 
Madagafcar in 176S, and I can fully certify that he deferved them. M. Poivre, who 
honoured me with his friendfhip and confitlencc, being delirous of procuring for his 
celebrated garden at Montplaijir, known at prefent by the name of//'c Boiamcal 

Garden in the IJle of France, the rareft and molt ufcful plants of that ifland, caff, his eyes 
upon me as a perfon proper for making that valuable colledion. He, indeed, could 
not have given a richer prei'ent to the colony entrullcd to his care. This able adminif- 
trator never fuft'ered a veffel to depart without requelfing the captain, or fomc intelligent 
officer, to bring him the various produdions of the countries which they were going to 
vifii; and this demand was always accompanied with proper inflrudions. ’I’he garden 
• jf Mentplaifir thus became, in his hands, one of the riciiefl nurferies known, fmee it 
contains the moft valuable plants of the four quarters of the world. 

On ray arrival at Foulepointe I did not find La Bigorne ; and this difappointment 
gave me the more uneafinefs, as he was particularly enjoined to aflbrd me every affift- 
ance it? his power to accomplifli the objed of my million. However, after examining 
the whole environs of Fwilcpointe, I fet out to join him at Mananharre, a village fituated 
at the entrance of the bay of Antongil. In my way thither I traverfed the ifland of 
St. Mary, where I remained as long as was neceflary for lludyihg its different produc¬ 
tions ; and 1 did not reach Mananharre till the eighth day aftetj^iny departure from 
jFoulepoiute. • . 

La Bigorne received me with every mark of attention, and gave me a variety of in- 
formatioD, of which I have been here able to infert only a few fhort extrads. With 

4 him 
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him I vifited the moft intereftlng places in the neighbourhood of the great hay of An-* 
tongil, and with him I faw thole aftonilhing quarries o^ rock cryfta!, the mafles of 
which are fo enormous as alnioft to furpafs belief. But let me not lofe figh^.of myob- 
jed, and proceed to give an account of the eftablilhments formed by the French in the 
northern part of Madagafcar. 

I Ihall terminate what appeared to me moft remarkable on this fubjeft^by an account 
of that of Benyowlki. This large eftablilhment, which was formed under the adminif- 
tration of M. de Boyues, coft an immenfe fum of money; had no fuccefs j and ended 
in a very tragical manner. 

, Benyowlki has been fo much celebrated that it may .lOt be here improper to give a 
lliort account of his principal adventures: but that I may not venture to lay a'*; thing 
without good authority, I lhall tranferibe the memoir which he delivered vo the gen¬ 
tlemen intrufted with the management of the Ille of France. This memoir was difperfed 
fo much throughout the colony, that it was eafy for me to procure a copy of it. I have 
not made the leaft corredion in it; becaufe I thought it a matter of importance to ex¬ 
hibit in every point of view this audacious man, whofc fcandalous behaviour coft mil* 
lions to France, and brought new calamities on Madagafcar. 


Lettjsr of Baron u’Aladar, known at present under the name or 
Benyowski, to the Governor of the Isle of France. 

“ IT is with the utmoft pleafure and eagernefs, infpired by my zeal and the defire 
“ I have of ferving you, that I proceed to fatisfy you refpeding what you require 
“ of me. 

“ Born a Hungarian, of the illuftrlous family of the barons de Benyowlki, 1 ferved 
“ in quality of general in the armies of the emprefs our fovereign. My father was of 
the houic of Aladar XIII. and my mother of that of the counts de Rerary: lam 
“ confcqucntly a Pole by extrad;ion. 

“ In 1765, the king of Poland, eledior of Saxony, being dead, and his kingdom 
“ invaded, I went to Warfaw, to fupport the interefts of a prince in the midft of 
“ trouble, and of the fubverlion of celebrated ftatutes, and of the firft members of the 
“ ftate. 'Fhc grandees of the Kingdom had been arrefted by a fecret order; and as 1 
was of the party of the prince bilhop of Cracaw, and other magnates, a requeft was 
“ made that I might be arrefted by prince Repnin, the Ruflian minifter. Informed of 
“ this defign, and not knowing what to do, I repaired, as fpeedily as I could, to a friend 
“ of prince Radziwil, whofe protedion I folicited. Here I ftaid till tlie general con- 
“ federation of Bar was declared, to which being invited by marlhal Pulawfiry, I itn- 
“ mediately entered into that of Cracaw, under the command of Marlhal de Czarnowlky. 

“ Being admitted as an officer into the regiment of Caftres, I w'as made a prifoner by 
“ the Mufeovites, who had taken Cracaw. I, however, ranfomed myfelf for the fum 
“ of two thoufancl ducats, and afterwards entered into the confederation of Bar, where 
“ having obtained the rank of colonel and general, I ferved acaiiift the MufccMtes, 

“ under the command of Fortality-Svaniccz, and combated the enemy, as is proved in 
“ the a£i:s of the confedera|ion. The enemy being expelled, 1 renjeived’orders to go 
“ to Turkey with M. Pulavvlky. The bacha of Natolia and Chn^ja received me with 
** friendlliip, and gH^ me affiftance of troops and money, wi, i which immediately 
entering the kingdom of I’ola'nd, 1 fuftained a combat againft the Ruffians, near * 
<%*Pj-uth, where I was wounded and taken. I was then carried to Riovia, where I 
voL. XVI. • 5 H found 
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'“ found marlhal Czarnofljy, count Potofky, and young Pularfky, with three thou- 
** fand men. 

“ Bcii>g afterwards renioved to Cazan, I pafled Nezin and l^uta; and, by means 
“ of a German lurgcon, I traufmitted to his eminence the prince bifhop of Cracaw, 
who was at Kaluga, a letter, in which I infornieii him of my misfortune. I'he 
“ governor oi Cazan, M. Gualnin yamarini, fullered me, like the rell of the prifoners, 
“ to enjoy my liberty in the City. 

“ On the 15th of Augud 1769, I was viftted by a Ruffian ollicer, who privately 
gave me letters from the captive princes, with orders to cari'y them to Kaluga. 

After conferring with the principals, and takiitg their advice on this fubjeft, I 

“ efcaped to Cazan, by pretending to the governor that 1 had an ardent defirc to vifit 
“ the copper mines, and arrived without any accident at Kaluga, affifted by colonel 
“ Bachemetriew, the governor of Fortality, who was of the party of the prilbncrs. 

“ I had been appointed to treat perfonally with the princes and magnates ; and it 
was agreed, that, confining myfelf to a few expeditious, I fhould fet out for Peterf- 
burgh. I even repaired without delay to Quorfum; and, taking up my quarters 
“ in the houfe of colonel Soaefek, 1 liniihed the expedition according to iny engage- 
** ment. When on the point of returning to Cafan, I was arrelted by orders of 

“ the emprefs of Ruffia; and as nothing certain was known relpe'cting my private 

“ flight, I was fent prifoner to Kaluga, to which I had been dilpatched by the princes. 

“ Having formed a friendlhip with the governor, we entered into a treaty, by which, 
“ with the affiftance of Tuga, we engaged to retire into Poland ; and the governor 
“ had difpofed every thing to facilitate our efcape, when, on the 18th of October 
“ 1769, an officer of the guards arrived from Peterfburgh with orders to arrefl: the 
“ governor; but the governor prevented him by putting him to death ; and, feekiiig 
“ fafety by flight, left us all prilbners. That very day we were loadetl with chains, 
and conducted to Peterfburgh, where it was impollible for me to hear any farther 
“ news of my companions id adverfity. 

“ I was Ihut up in the private prifon of Fortality; and, on the fourth day after 
being obliged to appear before Orlow and Czernichew, 1 was inierrogaied re- 
“ fpefting feveral points. As they could draw nothing from my anfwers, even by 
“ threats, they promifed me a pardon, in the name of the emprel's, if I would fwear 
“ fidelity to her Majefty, and difeover thofe fecrets with v\hich 1 had been entrullcd. 
“ On my refufing to comply with thefe terms, 1 was remanded to priloii, from which, 
by means of an officer, 1 wrote to prince Lobkowitz, her Maiefty’s iieuierant; but 
“ I received no anfwer. Some days after, having appeared belore the coiniuiffion, I 
“ was compelled to fign the following paper : 

“ 1 , the underji^ned, acknowledge that I not only wijljed to break my chains, but that I 
** fommitted an ajj'ajjination, and have been guilty of treafon againjt: er Imperial Majfy ; 
“ and if her Majejiyy through her natural goodnefs, fhall be pkafed to foften the rigour 
“ of my fentence, I hereby engage, after recovering my liberty, never to fet a foot again in 
the dominions of her Majejiy, much lefs to bear arms againji her. 

« “ Baron Maurice Auguftus Aladar de Benyowlki, 

•* Peterfburgh,, Nov. izd 1769: General oi.thc firft Confederation." 


“ After figning this paper, I ,was fent back to confinement; and on the 24th of 
November, at midnight, an officer appeared, at the head of ttdfenty-eight men, who 
having put irons bn ray legs, hurried me into a* carriage, an4, proceeded towards 

Mofeow. 1 had as my companion in misfortune major Vynblat } and, deprived 4)£ 

“ all 
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all noilrilhment except bread and water, we paffed through Nizney, Kuzmodem,* 
“ Janfkcy, and Solichanfzky, where the officer who v«s entrpfted with the care of 
conducing us, fell ill, which obliged us to remain there fome days. 

“ On the 28th of December the fame year, one of the foldiers cauie and told 
nte that a body of guards, who were conducing fome prifoners, had ftopped at 
a [)lacc not far diffant. As they were in our neighbourhood, tl>ey wilhcd very 
much to fee people who were unfortunate like themfclves; and prevailed on their 
“ oHicer to conducl; them to us in the night-time. When they arrived, I immediately 
“ perceived his ferene highnefs the prince biffiop of Cracaw, whofe tears prevented 
“ him from fpeaking; but we were not long perm ued to fee each other. Having 
feparatcd. we purfued our journey, in company, but in dilfcrent carriag ’s^ as far 
“ as I'obolfli, the capital of Siberia. After a very Ihort fl:ay there, we croffed the 
“ dei'arts of Tartary, drawn by dogs, without hearing any thing of the reft. We fuf- 
“ fered much from hunger; and, alter traverfmg Siberia, we found fome exiled officers 
“ of difl’erent nations. 

“ At length, on the 20th of May, 1770, we reached the Port of Ochozk, where we 
“ were kindly received by Pleniftere, the governor. Soon after two Ruffian officers 
arrived, whofaid they belonged to the guards of their highneffes the princes detained 
“ at Kaluga, and with whom 1 formed an intimate fiiendlbip. 

“ On the 3d of September the fame year, we were put on board a fliip, and con- 
veyed to the port of Bolfao. On the 24th of December I received a letter from the 
“ bilhop of Oacaw, by a merchant, who tranfmitted it to me. It informed me that 
“ the princes were removed to the northern part of Tartary, towards Anadyo j and 
“ that a troop of Ruffian foldiers were preparing to revolt, in order to releafe them. 
“ 1 immediately wrote to major Vynblat, to inform him what he ffiould do to procure 
us our liberty alfo. For my part I rendered myfelf the friend of the officer Gure- 
“ finim, who never quitted me; an-’ he not only facilitated the means of my efcaping, 
“ but even opened his purfe to me. 

“ Our affairs were in this 11 tuation when we were joined bv two«exiled Ruffian 
“ officers, who told me, tiiat near us there was a prifoner cbfely guarded, who was 
“ fuppofed to be a perfon of great diftindfion, and who had been kept in irons feven, 
“ years. No perfon could give us any fatisfadlory account of him : we were only told 
that he was ten or eleven years of age, and that he was entrufted to the care of an 
“ old officer, who wilhed very much for his deliverance. I conceived then a projedf 
“ of gaining the friendfliip of this officer, who willingly liftened to my propofals. He 
revealed to me the name of the prifoner ; who was indeed of an illuftriou* birth j 
“ and we concerted together a plan for his efcape, taking each of us an oath that we 
“ would exert ourfelves to the utmoft to make it Aicceed. ^ 

“ It was on the 25th of May, that, with the aflilfance of God, we intended to.pro- 
*‘ cure our liberty at the price of our blood. As I was the only perfon who under- 
“ flood how to work a Ihip, I was appointed t he chief of tlie enterprife. The coiifpi- 
“ racy, however, being diicovertd on the 2jfl of April, the governor ordered me to 
be carried away in the night, for the fccond time, with an^ intention of conveying 
“ me to fome other placi^ My brethren in diltrels, frightenert at this blow, came to 
me on the 26th, and begged me to relieve them. 'Ihe alFoir was caty. The lieu- 
** tenant, who was^n guard over me, having CcAifed arms to be carried privately to 
“ his habitation, ffipplied me and all my companions, at iIk, head of whom I took 
** poffeffion of thi fort on the night of the 27th. In this a£bon the governor and fonid 
others were killed in the commencement of the attack, while a few of my p^-ple 
“ only were llightly wounded. 
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' ** N«tt«tnommg the foldiers and Coffacks willied to enter fvord in hand into the 

town of Bolfao, the inhabitants of which, terrified, after the fecond and third dif- 
“ charge-of our muiketry, furrendered on the 2gth of April. I entered triumphantly 
“ into the town of Kamfchatka, and no one appeared to oppofe me. I immediately 
“ fent people to feize the veflels which were in the harbour; and went myfelf 
“ with fome (fliers to Zamicka, where I arrefted the fecretary of the fenatc, who bad 
arrived from Peterfburgh, and obliged him to deliver up all the letters of the 
** chancery. After taking every thing that belonged to me and two hundred in- 
habitants of Kamfchatka, I w'ent down to the harbour, where 1 feized on three fhips, 
chofe for myfelf the ftrongeft, and left the reft diftnafted. 

“ Having freed this veffel, which was called the St. Peter, from the ice, I embarked 
with every thing neceflary, and fet fail on the i2th of May 1771. I had fixty feven 
“ perfons with me on board, viz. eight officers, eight married women, and a 
“ young woman known by the title of the Princefs: the reft confifted of the crew. 
“ In this manner I departed from Kamfchatka, and palling the latitude of 52" 52', 
entered the channel of the Kurile illes, commonly called jedfo. 

Purfuing my courfe towards the north-eaft, 1 landed on the ifland of Bernighiana, 
** fituated to the eaft, under the fifty-filth degree of latitude, and the ninth meridian 
“ from the port which I had left. Here 1 found M. Ochotyn, vlith eighty men. 
This Polilli officer, according to what he related, had laved himfelf in the fame 
manner as I, and had eftablillied himfelf with his crew in thofe A merican illands 
" called Alentis. He had formed an alliance with the inhabitants of the country ; 
“ and his. people had contraded marriages amongft them. In this ifland 1 left three 
“ of my men ; and he gave me letters to flrew wherever 1 might judge it neceflary to 
■“ do fo. 

“ On the 26th of May, fleering away a confiderable diftance from that ifland, I 
found the fea covered with ice, which obliged me on the 2d of June to land at 
“ the ifland of Aladar, fituated under the fixty-firft degree of latitude, and the 
““ twenty-fecond meridian from Kamfchatka. On the 9th of June I again put to fea, 
“ and directing my route towards the fouth-eaft, fell in, according to my reckoning, 
with the point of the American continent, under the fixtieth degree of latitude, and 
“ the twemy-fixth meridian from Kamfchatka. Sailing then towards the fifty-firft 
“ degree of latitude, on account of the violence of the wind, I afterwards changed 
** my courfe towards the fouth-weftj and on the 20th of June arrived at an ifland 
known to the Ruffians by the name of Urum-Sir, or the ifland of Xti, fituated 
“ under the latitude of 53“ 45', and diftant 15" 58' of longitude from Kamfchatka. 

“ Here I formed a fricndfhip with the Americans, which induced me to remain 
** foine days amongft them j but on the 27th of June I fet fail, fteering fouth-weft, 
** ^d kept at fea till the 30th, when I difeovered, in the latitude of 46" 6', and ten 
degrees of longitude from Kamfchatka, a land inhabited likewife by Ruffians; but I 
“ could not go on fliore on account of contrary winds, which, notwithftanding all my 
elTorts, carried me to a great diftance from it. Having, therefore, formed a delign 
“ of Vefuming my ancient route, after fuffering a long time from the inconftancy of 
“ the winds, and finding that our water was exhaufted, fc^ that we were obliged to 
“ drink fea-water, rendered potable with flour and whale<oil, I landed, on the 15th 
of Jvily, on an ifland, which Kes in the latitude of 32” 45', and in longitude 
334“ 45' from Katpfehatka. This ifland w'as inhabited, and the beauty of its 
fituation, added to other attraftions, induced me* to give it th^l name of Z./j'wuw. 
“ I quitted it on the 22d, and direding my courfe weftward, arrived, on the 28th, 
** at Kilin^ur, a Japanefe port, fituated in latitude 34“ and longitude 343“ from Kami- 

“.chatka. 
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‘‘ rhatka. This port js clofe to a town and citadel, where we were kindly recmed by 
“ the inhabitants, who gave us a fupply of provifions. p 

“ On the I ft of Auguft I quitted this port, and on the 3d landed at M'^acoy where 
I was infulted by the Japanefe, wliom I found very untradfable. Defirons of proceed- 
“ ing thence to the Philippines, I continued my route towards the fouth, and, coaft- 
“ ing along fome other iflands for fevcral days, landed in the ifle of Uf^na^ in latitude 
“ 27" 28', and longitude 335“. 

“ Being perfedtly well received by the people of this illand, I fpent fome days 
“ amongft them : they fupplied me with abundance of provifions; and after a mutual 
“ treaty I failed for the illand of I'ormofa. Having et ered a port in latitude 23” 15% 
“ a'hd longitude 223", I found myfclf attacked by the inhabitants, who killec' ree of 
my men. After avenging their death, the winds always contrary obliged me to 
make for the continent of China, coalting along fome fmall iflands known under the 
“ name of Pifeatoria ; and want of water compelled me to enter by open force into 
“ ^ anafoa, and to attack the Chinefe, who endeavoured to prevent me from procuring 
a fupply. I then failed for Macao, a city belonging to her mofl Faithful Majefty, 
where 1 arrived on the 22d of September 1771. 

“ In this place 1 was received wiiii every mark of fricndfhip, by the Sieur Salema 
“ de Saidanha,* thegovernoi', and obtai.ied permiflion for me and my crew to land ; 
“ but we left our arms in the fiiip, in order that we might excite no fufpicion. Here 
1 learned that there was a Lague of frieudihip between our auguft fovereigns; and 
“ being defirous of keeping a fecret, in which they were intcrefted, 1 afked permiflion 
“ to huilt the flag of his mull Chriftian Majelly, which I obtained. 

“ What can 1 fay more to your cxeeilency, that your own people are not at)le to 
“ inform you ol ? 1 laving tranl'pc'rteJ my baggage to the houfe of M. de Robien, the 
“ prefident of the council now in Cliina, 1 embarked on the 17th of January, with my 
crew, in two trading veffels, and arrived fafe and found in the Ifle of France, where 
“ I have drawn up the prefent rdation: 1 beg, therefore, that you would be pleafed 
“ to order me a Ipeeciy palfage to F.urope. 

“ 1 fliall every where acknowledge this favour received from your ftiendfhip, and 
“ fhall be eternally devoted to your fervice. 


Iflp of France, 
March 21, 1772. 


“ 1 am your Excellency’s moft humble Servant, 

“ Baron Maurice Augufius d' Aladar de Bcnyowjki. 
“ General of the Firft Confederation.” 


ONE cannot help feeling fome emotion.^ of furprize on feeing that Benyowlki has 
omitted every thing that might have tended to diretl navigators in the route from Kam- 
fehatka to China, by the way of Japan. Nothing isneceffary bur the elements 4)! the 
nautical fcience to enable one to remark foundings and anchorage; to point 'mt. the 
ftrength and direiitio"! of the winds ; to determine the variations of the needle; to fix 
the fituation of the pruicipal capes and quickfand.s; and, in flrort, to give, if not the 
longitude, at leaft the latitude of the moft remarkable place'. ^ 

The journal of the pilot entrufted with the care of the veflli ought certainly to have 
informed him refpeding all thefe particulars. 

'A traveller of abilities, *or only animated with a defire of rendering himfelf ufeful, 
when he vifited diftant countries, and traverfed paffages little 1 . quented by European 
fhips, would not Jiaye negleded details indifpenfably necefl'ary to the fafety and improve¬ 
ment of navigation. Benyowlki, however, boafted of the extent of lus knowledge, 

and 
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'and of having difcovered a new route for going from Kamfchatka to China *. but the 
journal of his voyage, while proves that he was ignorant even of the moft common 
and technical terms ufed in navigation, leaves no document, or certain traces of the 
courfe which he fays he purfued. 

This accufation is not made without fiifficient rcafon. I appeal for the juflnefs of it 
to all thofe who, like me, faw him arrive from Canton at the Iflc of France. They 
will all certify, that, with a view to render the account of his adventures more romantic, 
he publicly declared, that in a fmall velfel badly equipped, and rdmoft deftitute of pro- 
vifions, or rather having nothing to fnhfifl on but dried fifli, he quitted, on his depar¬ 
ture from Kamfchatka, the Afiatic coaft in order to go io America, Over and above, 
this intrepid adventurer was not afraid to affirm before experienced feamen, that he 
went on fliore on fomc unknown land, fuuatcd to the nort h of California. 'J’his ftrange 
aflertion gives rife to a multitude of ohjedions. The diftreiTccl fituation of his veflel 
rendered his narration very improbable : befides, the. fliorc journal which he had the 
imprudence to publiffi, made no mention of that land fituated to the north of California, 
and much lefs of its produdions. On the laft article, above all, Benyowfki appeared 
to be exceedingly embarraffed ; and he could find no means of delivering himlelf froni 
importunate queftions, but by faying that he referved for his court alone, the honour 
of being made acquainted with the particulars of his important difcoverics. 

This evafion was not attended with fuccefs. A general map of the world was pre- 
fented to him, and he was defired to trace out the Courfe of his voyage, after being 
afliired that fuch a flight flcctch could not expofc him ; but B. ayowlki refufed. M. 
Poivre, then intendant of the Ifle of France, was extremely glad that ihefe cflbrts w^crc 
made in his prefence, to deted the impudent impofture of this ftranger. That en¬ 
lightened adminiitrator prudently avoided taking any part in them ; but he made ufe 
of this clofe attack to infpire M. de Boynes with a juft and faliUary fufpicion of the pre¬ 
tended difcoverics of Benyowfki. If, as we fhall fee hereafter, this information did not 
produ<^ the intended effed, it would certainly be highly illiberal to throw out even the 
ilighcerc reproaches againft him, on that account. However, the relation given by 
Benyowfki, of his romantic adventures, was fufficient to ruin, in the opinion of the 
public, this man, who was not afharned to produce before a generous people a fcanda- 
lous declaration, in which he owned himfelf guilty of an execrable crime. This 
ftranger, fakl they, is not a madman ; and yet he wiflies to perfuade us that force and 
rigorous means were ufed to deprive him of his innocence, and to caufc him to fign a 
deed, which, while it difgraccs and debafes him, renders him odious and Aifpedcd. 
"What expreffion in our language is ftrong enough to charaderife the unparalleled im¬ 
pudence of this ftranger, who thus allowed himfelf to fpread an accufation more de- 
gradi^ig to himfelf than to his enemies ? 

I5, there a country in the world where the open acknowledgment of an afTafTination 
is the means of recovering liberty ? What could have been the end of this fcandaldus 
declaration ?—Is it not poffible to difeover the motive of it ? 

Whilft I exprefs my lentiincnts in this manner, I am only the faithful interpreter of 
that uhiverfal f'entiment gf indignation with which the people of the Ifle of France were 
infpired, when they read Benyowfki’s improbable relation. |t was an objed of cenfure 
to every perfon of fenfe; and if I have tranferibed it literally*, it was merely becaufe I, 
thought it proper that the moral chardder of this adventurer fhould be known. I hope 
I fhall be pardoned for Ih often beftowing upon him thajt degrading appellation. Ben¬ 
yowfki is not condemned by his writings alone j there are ftill grea^ charges againft 
him. 

Efcaped 
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Efcaped from the prifons of Kamfchatka, Benyowfki proceeded to China with twenty* 
or thirty prifuners. Scarcely had this ftranger arrive*^ at Canton, when he found 
among the French there fome individuals, who were fenfibly affedled by his misfortunes ; 
and he obtained from the faftors and ofScers of the Eaft India Company conftJerable 
ufliftance for himfelf, as well as for the people whom he pretended to have under his 
Command. 'I'hey even did more for him: they engaged M. de St. I^ylaire to take 
him onboard his Ihip, and to convey him with all his fuite to the Ifle or Fiance. M. 
de St. flylaire, having a rich cargo under his care belonging to private merchants, 
made at firll fome hcfitation: he was afraid ofadmitling into his vefl'el fuch a number 
of ft rangers who had broke from the prifons of Kamf oatka ; but coinpaflion got the 
better of every other fenfation. When he had, however, proceeded to Tea, h’s neafi- 
iiels began to be revived with more ftrength ; and very jufUv, for theie people had 
given him fome caufe to repent of his imprudent geuerofity. Thele adventurers, at the 
time when they emlxtrkcd, h.^.d carefully concealed their arms. iVl. de St. Ilylaire, 
therefore, v.Lcn informed of this deception, w'as exceedingly forry to have men in his 
fiiip who were perhaps in a fituation of giving laws to him inflead of receiving them. 
Thirty or forty priloners, armed in a formidable manner, were, certainly, fufficient to 
alarm him rtlpeding the fate of his valuable cargo. In fo delicate and difficult a fitua¬ 
tion what courfe could he purfue.? Ought he to have made ufe of his authority to 
difarm thefe ftrangers ? But his fliip w'as weak, and badly equipped—ought he in fuch 
a cafe to have rifked the property of his employers, and to have expofed his life and 
his liberty again!! robufl, refolute, and enterprifing men, who had every thing to gain 
and i\othing to lofe ? The flightefl pretence might have given rife to a quarrel, and 
produced an infurredion which it Wtis prudent to avoid. M. de St. Flylaire weighed all 
thefe matters in his mind, like a wife man; and, forefeeing his danger, refolved, after ma¬ 
ture deliberation, to watch privately all the motions of his palicngers. He even did more: 
he pretended to pay great honour, and to fhew much deference and refped to Count 
Bcnyowlki. This adventurer then acted the man of importance ; exhaufted all the 
rcfourccs of tlie inofl impudent iinpoflure to give himfelf a Hill greater air oj|i,confew 
quence; and by the inoft ridiculous bravadoes impofed even on his companions in misfor¬ 
tune. He openly declared himfelf to be their chief; his orders were pundlually exe¬ 
cuted : he ever afterwards commanded as a mailer, and they behaved to him with the 
obiequioufnefs of Haves. None but ihofe who were gentlemen duril fpeak to him. 
This is a certain fad. I was told it by M. de St. Flylaire and his officers. 

The honours fo prudently paid to Bcnyowlki, while they flattered his pi kle, preferred 
tranquillity and good order in the fliip. Subordination, fo nscelTury for the fafety of 
navigators, was not interrupted by this dangerous man j and, at length, after a Ihort 
and favourable paflage, they arrived at the Ifle of Fiance. -Much praife is certainly 
due to the wife and cautious condud of M. de St. Ilylaire; for it evidently appeal^ that 
he extricated himfelf, with great ability, from a very difficult tuid dangerous fituation. 

Bcnyowlki, lurrounded by a numerous fuitfe, repaired immediately on his landing to. 
the governor of the colony. He no longer appeared as an unfortunate prifoner, but as 
the general of an army decorated with feveral inlij’nia, and lolloved by an aid-dtf-camp 
whole rich uniforms announced an officer of fuperior dillindioA. What an aftonilhing 
metamorpholis, or rather V/hat a ridiculous farce ! Had I not been an eyfe-wimefs of it, 
1 fliould fcarcely have ventured to relate it. When the real hifto'-; of thefe adventurers 
was known at the Ifle of France, the general and his brilliant a' cudauts became a fub- 
jed of laughter to every fenfibfe man in the colony. Seamen are feldom enthufiafts.* 
Such people requlfe coolnefs to fubdue the ekraents, and knowledge to condud, Horn; 

one. 
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'one extremity of the earth to the other, thofe large floating cafliles, which fecure and 
protedt the commerce of poltihed nations. The lives of failors, and the fafety of a 
fliip or fquadron, ought not to be entrufted-^to men too fufceptible of paflion, or whofe 
imaginations being lively and irregular are apt to be hurried into fits c» delirium. Men 
of this kind, who are fond of, and admire, whatever is fabulous or romantic, are 
common only <tmong idle and frivolous nations, or in large capitals, where their fatal 
influence occafions ftill greater diforders than that of profligates. Such enthufiaftic 
charafiers are rare in the colonies, and are always deftitute of credit and authority. 

Bcnyowlki felt the truth of this aflfertion in all its bitternefs. He faw, at the fame 
time, of how much importance to him it was to immediately quit a country where his 
adventures and travels excited no enthufiafin. The more he prolonged his flay, the 
lefs refpedk was paid to him. On his departure for France he threw afide the name of 
Baron d’Aladar, under which he had hitherto appeared, and aflumed that of Count de 
Benyowiki: but what is highly worthy of remark is, that, at this epoch, he publicly 
announced that he was going to folicit in France the general government of the iflandof 
Madagafcar. 

This new gafeonatfe occafioned much atnufement, and excited no alarm. One muft 
have had a fbrefight more than human to dread that a hope, in all appearance fo chi¬ 
merical, Ikould one day be realifed. I can, therefore, fafely alfert, thtit words are not 
fufficient to exprefs thofe fenfations of uneafmefs and furprife which filled the minds of 
the whole colony, when they learned that Benyowiki had been appointed to the impor¬ 
tant fiation of governor of Madagafcar. I am entirely unacquainted with the feducing 
'arts which this adventurer employed to accomplilh his ends ; but M. Poivre, when he 
heard this intelligence, faid to me: “ We have fecn fwarms of locufts devour, in an 
inftant, abundant crops ; we have feen two terrible hurricanes threaten the Ifle of 
** France with entire deftrudion : Madagafcar ferved to repair the evils caufed by thefe 
“ formidable fcouiges; but, in future, the Ifle of France will have no refource. It 
” inuft fink under its misfortunes, and perilh if afflided with fuch difafters. Under 
Bell|rowlki’s government, Madagafcar will not fupply this colony with provifions: 
“ we can no longer have in our diltrefles but diftant and precarious fuccours. I have 
“ been much accuftomed to fee the fuccefs of impo/lors and adventurers ; but iliat of 
** Benyowiki allonilhes me ; efpecially after the letter which I wrote refpeding him to 
M. de Boynes. 1 am well aware that every thing eccentric pleafes and amufes the 
“ multitude, and leads them into every excefs of credulity ; but who could have 
“ imagined, that a ftranger, lately efcaped from the prifons of Kamfchatka, and whofe 
“ charader was blafted by his own writings, would have obtained an important fitua- 
“ tion without my confent? Coniieded clofely by myoflicc with the profperity of the 
“ colony, I ought to have inlpired him, when he firll fpoke to me of Madagafcar, with 
“ a llefirc of dethroning the Great Mogul. His requell, without doubt, would have 
been granted ; and we Ihould have been delivered.” 

Benyowiki, however, was permitted to raife a company of volunteers; and he 
wilhed that this troop mightj|)e drelTed and armed in fuch a manner as to fpread fear 
and ttrror among the IMalegaches; but by this he proved how little he was acquainted 
with the charader of thefe people. He then chofe the Bav of Antongil for the place 
of his principal eflablilhment, though that part of the country is ravaged and defolated 
by peftilential levers, from the month of Odober to the beginning of May, Navigators 
call that fatal feafon the winter. No doubt can be entertained that the noxious vapours 
' which arife from the woods and raarlhes, are the real caufe of thefe epidemical dileafes. 
The inflammable air and putrid exhalation#,' which proceed in atifadance from water 
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inailate of ftagnatioii, and corrupted by the remains of vegetables, change the good* 
quality of the atmofphcric air, during calm weather or gr^t heats. On fuch occaiions 
the air is feldom renewed by the fea breezes ; the north winds carry thefe (':j:halations 
along the coafts; sand drought and tranquillity render their elfeds more i atal. The 
Malegaches know, in a fmall degree, how to preferve themfelves by remaining in their 
huts, or houfes, amidft a thick fmoke j yet the foberell an^ mod robull of thefe 
iflanders cannot always withftand the malignancy of the diforder. It is not furprizing, 
therefore, that the Europeans, who are obliged to refide on that coaft, fliould fall vic¬ 
tims to diftempers, which attack even thofc who are feafoned to the climate. 

I was witneis to the entire deftruclion of a fmall Fre? ,ii eftablilhment at Foulepsinte 
about the end of the year 1768. Though alTidance of every kind was fpeed’ly given 
to the unfortunate people who belonged to it, not one of them could be la/ed. The 
robuft as well as the weak all fell viflims to difeafe in the courfe of a very fhort time. 
If I beheld this calamity without fharing the fate of the reft, it was becaufc the falu- 
brious foa air with which our veffel was furrounded, corrected, in fome degree, the 
fatal effects of the putrid exhalations. Befides, as foon as the firft fymptoms of the 
difeafe appeared in the village, all communication with the land, except what was 
indifpenfably necefl'ary, was rigoroufly forbidden. The crew were no longer allowed 
to have any intercourfc with the iflanders: nor were their piroguas fuffered to approach 
our veflel. Without this precaution the infeftion might have been introduced into 
the fliip; and no means could have been devifed to check its progrefs. I'hofe who 
intend to frequent this dangerous coaft ought not to defpife thefe obfervations, the juft- 
nefs of which is confirmed by a multitude of examples. In a word, one muft either 
perifli or fly from that unwholefome climate when the infection breaks out. No pSrt in 
the northern quarter of Madagafcar is free from putrid and malignant fevers ; but thefe 
cruel difeafes do not every year occafiou the fame ravages. Their violence and duration 
I'eem to depend more particularly on 'he diredion of the wind. When it blows long 
from the north, the evil is at its height. There are few men robuft and ftrong enough 
to refill the influence of this dangerous wind, which prevails only from the endi^of Oc¬ 
tober till the beginning of May. 

Benyowfki certainly could not have had very juft notions, or accurate accounts, re- 
fpefting the unhealthfulnefs of Madagafcar. Yet it cannot be prefumed that the bad- 
nefs of its climate was entirely unknown to him, as he had refided forae time at the 
Ifle of France. It was obferved even then that he had formed a defign of foliciting the 
government of it: but this man, accultomcd to brave every kind of danger, mufl not 
have thought fuch an obftacle capable of oppofing the fuccefs of a permanent eftablilh- 
inent., 

However this may be, Benyowfki arrived at the Bay of Antongil, furrounded by a 
body of troops fufficient to overawe the iflanders. His foldiers were furniflied* with 
enormous fabres ; they wore piftols in their girdles ; and it appeared as if their arms, 
their helmets, and their uniforms had been invented to fpread fear and terror amongft 
the natives of Madagafcar. As foon as he had landed,, he took formal poflftflion of 
the ifland, and made himfclf be proclaimed governor-general. He then traced dut the 
plans of feveral fortreflesj with a view of rendering himfelf formidable to the Male¬ 
gaches, whom he wiflied tp conquer and fubdue. His projefls, however, were Deither 
Founded on juftice, nor-direded by a local knowledge of the co atry. He made war 
upon the Malegaches j exercifed every kind of cruelty agaiivhem; and was foon 
execrated as the tyrant of the countiy. The natives, frightened, fled into the interior 
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' parts of the ifland; all commerce was fufpended; and Benyowlkl deferted was known 
throughout all Madagafcar the name of the wicked white man. 

It wasj doubtlefs, veiy eafy to forefee that Benyowfki’s eftablilhment would not be 
attended with fuccefs: but fuch a beginning would certainly appear furprifmg, were 
not the immorality and mifconduft of this adventurer well known. The reception 
Benyowfki nvt with in France, and his being vefted with unlimited power, muft 
indeed aftonifh every perfon of fenfe. We live in an enlightened age, and, on that 
account, it is more difficult to account for the French nation thus confiding in, and 
employing, a ftranger whofe aftions were more than fufpicioqs. Several millions were 
thus facrificed to a falfe and imprudent fpeculation, from which nothing could refult 
but great evils to the Ifle of France, and ftill greater to Madagafcar. 

A fimple recital of fafts conveys the moft fevcre cenfure upon the imprudent con¬ 
fidence repofed in this adventurer. M.'Poivre certainly is free from all blame on that 
account; for he did every thing in his power to guard his country againft the danger 
of being deluded by him. 

But let us hear the account of an officer of dlftindion, who has every title to the 
higheft celebrity. 1 am not allowed to mention his name; becaufe, being now abfent, 
I had not an opportunity of alking his permiffion. This officer accomparued M. de 
Bclcombe and M. Chevreau when they infpeded Benyowlki’s ellablilhments at Mada¬ 
gafcar. 

“ When I arrived,” fays he, “ at Foulepointe, on the 17th of September 1776, the 
“ population of the villages in the neighbourhood of the fort had decreafed one half} 
“ bloody wars had defolated the whole country; the crops were entirely deftroyed j 
“ and agriculture was fo much negleded that we could hardly procure three hundred 
“ pounds of rice. A fcarcity of ofher provifions was equally felt. My furprife, on 
“ this account, was very great; for, when I was in the fame fpot three years before, 
“ I obferved commerce and agriculture fiouriffiing ; the markets were abundantly 
“ fupplied ; and ten large veffels found a fufficiency of rice to load them, without any 
“ inci^afe taking place in the value of that neceffary commodity. This large quan- 
“ tity of provifion was folely deftined for the Ifle of France, which three fucceffive 
“ hurricanes had reduced to a moft alarming ftate of diftrels. All the crops were 
“ loft ; a dreadful famine, the inevitable confequence of thefe fcourges, threatened 
“ the colony with ruin; and the feverity of it began even to be felt, when the fpeedy 
“ arrival of thefe ten veffels, loaded with rice, quieted the uneafinefs of the inhabit- 
ants, in the firft moments of their diftrefs. If, on this occafion as on many others, 
“ Foulepointe faved the Ifle of Fi ance, we could no longer hope for the fame alliftance. 
“ The fields were uncultivated, and commerce entirely annihilated. The defpotifm of 
“ Brnyowfki had fpread a general alarm throughout the ifland. The Malegaches in 
confternation fled from the borders of the fea, and retired to tlie interior parts of the 
“ country. 

“ M. de Belcombe having" affembled Yavi, the fovereign of Foulepointe, and the 
otljer chiefs of the nelghteurhood, alked them if they had any reafon to complain 
“ of the French, andi above all of the fifteen foldicrs ol Benyowfki’s legion who 
“ guarded tjie harbour ol Foulepointe. Their anfwer ta this queflion was not ex- 
“ plicit: they were, doubtlefs, afraid that their complaints would ferve as a pretence 
“ for new perfecutions j and confined themfelves merely to the requefting of a free 
^ « trade. M. de Belcembe aflured Yavi and the reft of the chiefs, that the French 
«* foldiers were kept at Madagafcar only to proted and fecure the liberty of the Male- 
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** gaches; and he exhorted them to cultivate their lands, and to live in jleace with * 
“ their neighbours. M. Chevreau took an invenfory 0/ the ftores belonging to the 
“ king; and M. de Belcombc, before his departure for the Bay ofAuv rigil, gave 
“ the ftri£teft and moft precife orders to the officer who commanded the detachment, 
“ to maintain difcipline among his troops, and to put a fpeedy end to the uneafmefs 
“ and alarms of thefe people. * 

“ M. de Belcombe and M. Chevreau made but a very Ihort ftay at Foulepointe. As 
“ the principal objeft of their miffion refpeded Benyowlki’s eftablilhment at the Bay 

of Antongil, they proceeded thither; and M. de Be’-^ombe appeared at the head of 
“ the troops, as infpcftor of the French fettlements in Madagafcar. 

“ I accompanied M. de Belcombc and M. Chevreau, being ordered by the governor 
“ of the Ifle of France to attend them on this fervice. 

“ Benyowfki’s audacity aftonifhed me fo much that words can fcarcely exprcfs 
“ what 1 felt. He at firft received M. Chevreau with haughtinefs, and I may even 
“ fay impudence. 

“ M. de Belcombe appeared fatisfied with the military pofition of the fpot cltofen 
“ by Benyowlki for forming his principal eftablilhraent, to which he had given the name 
" of Louijburgh: but though this place may be eafdy defended, I know none more 
“ marfliy and unhealthful. 

“ Louifburgh is fituated on a tongue of land which advances three hundred fathoms 
“ into the fea. The ground upon which the magazines and houfes are built is fcarcely 
“ four feet above the level of the water, in the time of high tides ; and even this ele- 
“ vation has been formed by embankmenfs. All the neighbouring land is a marfli, 
“ which the fea covers at certain periods. The fort conftruded for the defence and 
“ proteftion of Louifburgh, confifls of three baftions, each of which is mounted with 
“ one cannon. This fort is of wood, and is built upon flakes driven into the earth. 
“ I dare venture to affirm that both and the houfes are already in need of being 
“ rebuilt; for all the wood was in a ftate of rottennefs, occafioned by the moiflure. 
“ The tongue of land upon which Louifburgh ftands is connefleJ on one fide with 
“ Port ChoifeuI, an excellent harbour, and capable of receiving feveral large velTels. 

” A fpacious and beautiful river, called by the Malegaches Linguebate, gives this 
“ tongue of land the form of a pcninfula. The river Linguebate is an hundred and 
“ eighty fathoms in breadth; it is navigable; and I followed its courfe in a boat 
“ for the fpace of feven leagues. At this diflancc it is an hundred and fifty fathoms in 
“ breadth. 

“ On the banks of this river Benyowfki has conflruCled feveral foiMs, the mofl con- 
“ fiderable of which is, at leafl, equal in flrength to that built for the th fence of Louil- 
“ burgh. The banks of Linguebate river are only four feet high at its mouth ;• but 
“ the nearer you approach to its fource the more this height incrcafes. In f(>lU wing 
“ its fource I was much delighted with the beauty of the neighbouring fields, whi.-.h 
** prefent a fpedacle highly interefling. 

“ I at length arrived with M. de Belcombe and M. Chevreau at a place called, by 
“ Benyowfki, the Plain oj Health. Between this place and Louifburgh we vifited 
“ feveral fmall forts, and fifteen villages. Benyowfki had boafleci much 'to us of the 
** happy fituation of this place, which was truly rural; but we fo tnd that its deilomi- 
“ nation was altogether improper. The Plain of tlealth appear A to us to .be a very 
“ unhealthful fpot, furrounded by mountains, the great height of which attrafts the 
“ clouds, andcondenfes them into rain. M. de Belcombe remarked to Benyowfici the 
“ difadvantages of this poft ; but though they were obvious, he obftinately relufed to 
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“ acknow'ledge them. In vain was he (hewn the defiles in the mountains, ■ferhich it 
“ was impoilible to guard : he ftilf perfifted that this poft was lefs fufceptible of an 
** attack than that of Louifburgh. He maintained that a fmall battery, which he called 
“ Fort Auguftus, fituated on a peaked mount in the middle of the Plain of Health, 
“ would proteft and defend his eftablifhment in fuch-a manner as to repel an enemy, 
however nu\nerous. I afcended to this fine fortrefs by a paltry flair, confiding of an 
“ hundred and fifty fteps, and found it a fquare of eight fathoms, furrounded by 
palifades abfolutely rotten. Four three-pounders were the formidable artillery, 
“ which, on the one hand, were to prote£b the navigation of the river Linguebate, and 
“ on the other to defend the grand edablilhment which he propofed to form at the 
“ bottom of the fort, and to which he had already given the name of the Town of ths 
“ Plain of Health. 

“ This town confided, when we faw it, of a magazine fifty feet in length, and 
“ thirty in breadth ; and of two other fmaller edifices, one of which was intended for 
an hofpital, and the other for barracks. M. de Belcombc, in my prefence, afked 
“ Benyowfki, if he had nothing more to fhew him. Benyowfki, without being in 
“ the lead difconcerted, replied. My forts proteft the navigation of the important 
“ river Linguebate, and the free navigation of this river renders n\e abfolute inader 
“ of the adjacent country. Have I not in this rendered a very cdential lervice to 
“ France ? Could any thing more be expedled from the forces and funds which were 
“ at mydifpofal? Would another in my place have done more?—Would he have 
“ done as much ? M. de Belcombe fmiled, and faid. You fent word, governor, to the 
“ mtinider of the marine, that you had laid the foundation of a large town, which 
“ you called the Plain of Health. Where is that town ?»—What has become of it ?— 
“ Has it difappeared ? for I fee nothing here but a few miferable huts. 

“ To this embarraffing quedion Benyowfki replied, that his funds had failed. My 
“ citadel, added he, has cod more than I expefted. It was necefiary that 1 Ihould 
fird pay attention to the fafety of the town, the plan of which I will now Ihew you : 
“ this projeft is not a chimera; it will be carried into execution as foon as I can pro- 
‘‘ cure funds fufficient to undertake it. 

“ But your citadel, faid M. de Belcombe, is a fmall pitiful battery, commanded on 
“ all fides by the high mountains which furround it: this battery of four three-pounders, 
“ placed on the fummit of a fmall mount, can never anfwer the end you propofe. 
“ Befides, I here come from France, by orders of the minider, to infpecl your labours, 
“ and I cannot avoid making you acquainted with my reflexions. Permit me to afk 
“ you another quedion," no lefs intereding—Where is that grand highway from Louif- 
“ burgh to Bombetoc ? Enable me, I pray, to give an account of it to the minider. 
“ You have explained the advantages of it to him in the minuted manner. You have 
“ 'told him that this communication of the eadern with the wedern fide of the ifland 
“ mud make you fovereign, as one may fay, of the African coad, becaufe the port 
“ of Bombetoc is feparated from Africa only by the channel of Mozambique. That 
“ this wild country, interfeXed by high mountains, foreds, and rivers, (hould not 
“ have thrown obdades in the way of your projeX, is to me a matter of adonilhmenc 
“ and furptife. • 

“ That route, faid Benyowfki, ig traced out: this is a ftiX that cannot be conteded. 
1 lhall fhew you an itinerary, and direXions to be purfued for traverfing that chain 
“ of mountains which feparates the eadem from the wedem coad. You mud leave 
“ on the fouth the high mountain of Vigagora, and follow, a few deviations ex- 
“ cepted, the road frequented by the iflanders, vdien they come from the coad of 
■ . “ Bombetoc 
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“ Bolhbetoc to the Bay of Antongil. Some labour will be, doubtlefs, neceflary ta 
“ render this road more prafticable; but the prefeiit Jeafon, and my fituation with 
“ regard to the iflanders, will not permit me, for fome time, to engage in that un- 
“ dertaking. If you wiih, however, to explore this route, I will accompany you; 
“ and you will then fee what difficulties I mufl: experience, before 1 can overcome 
“ thofe obftacles which are to be furmounted. , 

“ M. de Belcombe had neither leifure nor inclination to undertake a long and dif- 
“ ficult journey acrofs the ifland of Madagafcar, and he rightly conjectured that 
“ Benyowlki had not made the propofal but from a certainty of being refufed. M. 
“ de Belcombe thought it his duty to obferve, that lie was commiffioned to infpeCl 
“ works executed, and not works projefted. Proceeding then to a new ^aeftion, 
“ he afked him why he had ceafed to fend rice and oxen to the Ifle of I* ranee. The 
“ wars which I have had to carry on againft the iflanders, faid Benyowlki, have de- 
“ prived, and ftill deprive me, of the provilions neceflary for my own people. In 
“ I'uch a fituation, how could I fend fupplies to the Iflc of France ? You mull readily 
“ fee that it was impoflible. I can with equal eafe juftify the wars I have undertaken. 
“ I alTemble a palabre, and propofe to the iflanders plans calculated to promote their 
“ advantage. They, however, not only rejeCl them, but the chiefs have the infolence 
“ to threaten me. They even do more: a fignal is given for deflroying me ; feveral 
“ mulkets are difeharged at once; and 1 efcape, alraoft miraculoufly, from this immi- 
“ nent danger. Being vigoroufly fupported by my foldiers, I difperfe the multitude, 
“ and frighten them by fome cannot Ihots which I order to be difeharged from the 
“ fort. I infill on having the heads of thofe chiefs who made an attempt on my life, 
“ in the middle of a folemn affembly ; but this is refufed. 1 then call to my affift- 
ance the Sambarives, a people who live on the banks of the river Manaharre: 
“ five hundred of their warriors range themfelves under my llandards, and enable me to 
“ punilh and fubdue my dangeroL neighbours. Being compelled to fue for peace, 
“ the articles of a treaty were formally agreed on and fanClioned in a grand cabar of 
“ palabre ; the ufual ceremonies were obferved; I rewarded th Sambarives when I 
“ difmiffed them ; I prornifed to protedl and defend them againft the enterprifes of 
“ their enemies ; and I exhorted them to cultivate their lands, as the fpeedieft mode 
“ of remedying thofe evils which had been occafioned by our diffentions. Thefe evils 
“ are undoubtedly great; the country is laid wafte ; the principal part of the villages 
“ prefent nothing to the fight but heaps of aihes; the lands arc left uncultivated ; 
“ and a famine has been the neceflary confequence of all thefe diforders. Peace and 
“ tranquillity, however, are about to be reftored : the iflanders, more timorous and 
“ fubmiffive, will apply to agriculture ; and will repair thofe misfortunes, which they 
“ have brought upon themfelves by their odious and criminal plot againft a n^n who 
‘‘ knows how to make himfelf be feared and refpeded. The authority with which I 
“ am inverted lhall never lofe its force in my hands; I will never fuffer it to be de- 
“ fpifed ; I will enforce obedience. Evciy military man muft approve my coadud, 
“ and adopt my principles. The whites ought never to truft to the friendlhip of the 
“ blacks ; they ought not even to demean themfelves fo fi: r as to feek for it*. I am 
“ a foreigner, and on that account ought to exert myfelf the mere ip order to pro- 
** cure refped to the French flag. My adminiftration will reftore to at that degree of 

“ weight which the weaknefsof my predeceflors made it h -Such almoft was 

“ the fubftance of Benyowfld’s converfation. He added -invedives of every kind 
“ againft the iflanders, whofe charadcr he delineated under the blackeftwand faldft 
“ colours. 
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• <« We judged that an abfolute want of provifions was the only motive which bad 
“ determined him to preferve^peace. The hatred and refentment of this revengeful 
** man had given way only to the moft urgent neceflity. M. Belcombe, being much 
“ alarmed on .this account, endeavoured to infpire Benyowfki with jufter and more 
“ humane ideas j and though he was convinced of the inutility of his exhorta- 
“ tions and effijrts to render the peace durable, he refolved, on his return to Louif- 
burgh, to make a new treaty, in order to convince the inhabitants of Madagafcar 
“ that he entertained fentiments truly pacific. 

“ Bcnyowlki violently oppofed this plan, which M. de Belcombe had formed, of 
again affembling the iflandcrs, for the purpofe of confirming the peace j and he en- 
“ deavourcd to prove, that the holding of a new palabre would be attended with 
“ great inconveniences. His remonftrances however were of no avail; the affembly 
“(Was held on the fecond of October 1776 ; but it was not numerous, and confifted 
“ only of an hundred and fifty of the natives. M. de Belcombe, on this occafion, 
“ renewed the treaty; exhorted thefe people to cultivate their lands; to avoid all 
“ caufe of difcord among themfelves; and affured them that the French eftablilh- 
“ ment at the Bay of Antongil had no other obje£l in view than that of fecuring to 
“ them happinefs and tranquillity. Sell, faid he, what provifions you can fpare to 
“ the French, and they will protect you. Your enemies will then no 'longer dare to 
“ attack you; and you may, in future, apply to commerce and agriculture with the 
“ greateft fafety. It is but doing juftice to M. de Belcombe to obferve, that he neg* 
lefted no means which were likely to re-eftablilh concord and confidence among the 
“ iflanders; but every hope of profperity was chimerical, as long as the French fet- 
“ tlenients were under the direftion of Benyowfki. The iflanders remained motionlefs, 
“ and feemed to be infenfible to all the teftimonies of friendfhip and aflurances of good- 
“ will which were given to them. Benyowfki appeared to me very much chagrined 
“ at the infinuations thrown out againft his conduct. This was very evident; for 
M. de Belcombe wifhed that his fentiments might not be mifunderflood, though he 
“ always behaved to the Governor with that deference and relpefl: which are neceflary 
“ for preferving fubordination. Before our departure from Madagafcar, 1 had a con- 
“ verfation with Benyowfki, on the little advantage which Fiance was likely to derive 
“ from the eftablifhment at the Bay of Antongil. You are right, faid he, in your 
“ opinion *, but a leffon which has cofl two millions of livxes, is not too dear to teach 
“ your nation, that it ought to have allowed me a fquadron of fhips, with two millions 
“ of livres for my annual expenditure. Had it then fent fix hundred recruits every 
“ year, I fhould have raifed in the courfe of twenty years a flourifhing and formidable 
“ colony. I obferved to him that the country was unhealthful j and that five in fix 
‘‘ of tl^e people fent thither fell victims to the infalubrity of the climate. In anfwer to 
“ thij, Benyowfki replied, that by clearing confiderable trads of land, during the 
“ favourable feafon, difeales might be prevented, and that the Plain of Health was a 
“ healthful fpot, whatever M. de Belcombe might fay to the contrary. If 1 have loll 
‘•'.a great many people, continued he; and if the eighty who remain, are either fick 
“ or in *a ftate of convalel^ence, this deplorable fituation, in which you find me, is to 
“ be aferibed to the war I was obliged to undertake again^ the iflanders, and flill 
“ more to my rpAding at Louifburgh. Befides, it is always, much eafier to conquer 
“ a colony belonging to an enemy, than to eftablifh one. I agreed with him in this 
“ idea; and quitted him, much aflonifhed at the confidence repofed by the French 
^‘‘miniftry in the projeds of this foreigner. 


« On 
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*' On our arrlyal at the Ifle of France, that coldny began to be in want of prol 
** vifions. The refources of Madagafcar had abfolutely failed. It was neceflary, 
“ therefore, to fend fl\ips to the Cape of Good Hope; and heavy complaints pro- 
“ ceeded from every quarter, in order to open the eyes of the miniftry fhCpeamg the 
“ mifconduft of Benyowlki.” 

The journal from which the above account is extrafted proves, th^t the eftablifh- 
ment formed at the Bay of Antongil was not fufceptible of being preferred. 

At the time when it was infpefled by M. de Belcombe, M. de Boynes was not minifter 
of the marine. M. Turgot had fuccecded to that offic'“ j and under the adminiftration 
of this prudent minifter fuch an eftablifliment could not be fupported. Vain efforts 
were made to avert the ftorm, for impoftors every where find proteftors; bu. atence 
was pronounced ; and if it was not put in execution till the adminiftration of his fuc- 
ceflbr, it was bccaufe M. I’urgot did not remain long enough in office to pay particular at¬ 
tention to this part of his duty. This illuftrious man, whofe eminent talents raifed him far 
above the generality of his cotemporaries, knew from M. Poivre, that Benyowfki was a 
dangerous adventurer, who had rendered himfelf the tyrant and fcourge of the natives of 
Madagafcar, Having juft then returned to liurope, I learned that Benyowfki had made a 
conquelt of the ifland of Madagafcar; and I heard his courage and abilities every where ex¬ 
tolled. I was affured that he had built towns and fortreifes ; that he had conftrufted 
a grand road from Louifburgh to Bombetoc ; and all thefe reveries ferioufly propagated 
were fo much believed, as to become a fubjed of wonder and converfation in the city. 
One was fcarcely allowed to doubt the truth of thefe ridiculous fables; and M. Poivre 
himfelf was obliged to undertake the talk of refuting them. In the mean time Benyowfki, 
difgraced, arrived in Paris, where he endeavoured to confirm the reports whicK had' 
been fpread of his brilliant exploits in Madagafcar. He complained loudly of the in- 
juftice of the admiiuftration of the Ifle of France; and was at length able, if not to 
juftify himfelf, at leaft (o obtain new r/jwards. He then infinuated himfelf into favour 
with Dr. Fi atiklin; this fad is inconteftable, as 1 was an eye-witnefs of it; but I 
cannot reproach myfelf with having fuft'ered that celebrated r.inr to be ignorant of 
what 1 knew refpeding this adventurer. Benyowfki, however, went to America, 
where he had fcarcely arrived when he again formed a projed of getting pofleffion 
of Mad-agafcar ; and with that view proceeded to the Bay of Antongil, in an Ame¬ 
rican vefl'el. I am not acquainted with the objed of this expedition; but 1 know that 
M. de Souillac, the governor of the ifle of France, fent, on the qih of May 1786, a 
vefl'el, called the Louifa, commanded by Vifeount dc la Croix, to oppofe Benyowlki’s 
enterprifes ; and caufed a detachment of fixty men from the regiment of Pondicherry, 
under the orders of M. Larcher, a captain of infantry, tt) accoinpan) him. M. Mayeur, 
alfo, the principal fador, embarked in the fame vellel, in order to give M. Lgrcher 
every information neceflary to counteract the views of Benyowfki; for it was kn'^wn, 
that he had feized a magazine belonging to the king at Angoncy, a village fituated to 
the north of the Bay of Antongil. 

The Louifa caft anchor at Foulepointe on the 17tli of the fame month; and^Couni 
de la Croix, after procuring fuch provifions as he flood in need or, quitted that port and 
proceeded to Angoncy. He arrived there on the 23d; but inftead of anchoring in the. 
bay, the entrance of which is difficult, and the fituation badly laiu down in charts, he 
ehofe rather to anchor at the diftance of half a league from the *aore, in the bay of the 
eaftern cape near to that of Angoncy. When the vefl'el was hujly moored, M. Larcher 
prepared to make good a landing ; and fome boats well manned, and having each, two 
pieces of cannon in their bows, advanced towards a part of the coafl where no obftacle 
appeared to interrupt them; but when the people were juft ready to go on fliore, a 
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■vfelley. firom-Benyowlki’s troops left them in no doubt refpe£ting the hoftile intentions 
of that adventurer. A few connon Ihots, however, difperfed the enemy, who were 
feen retreating into the woods; and after they had difappeared, a defcent was effedked 
without impediment or diforder. M.Larcher, at the head of his men, wifhed to 
march direSly towards Benyowflci’s fettlement; but he was unwilling to entangle 
himfelf in the thick woods, where it would have been impollible for him to make life 
of his artillery. The iflanders therefore, who ferved him as guides, conduced him 
by a more open route, which would, however, have prefented infurraountable obftacles 
had it been guarded and defended. ^ 

M. Larcher had five marlhes, and a bad bridge, ninety feet long, to crofs, before 
he coulc?arrive at Benyowlki’s fettlement. It may be readily fuppofed that he would 
not have purfued this route had he been acquainted with the danger of it: but 
Benyowfki was fo little afraid that any one could march by fo difficult a road, that he 
had neglefted to cut down the bridge which rendered it paffable. This negligence is 
inconceivable in a man who expeded an attack: for it was afterwards known, that 
he openly faid, “ The people of Foulepointe will foon come to afk reftitution of the 

magazine I have feized : I am glad of it; for they will fave me the trouble of going 
“ to attack them at Foulepointe.” 

When M. Larcher had paffed the bridge with his artillery, he diftilidly heard the 
noife of people at work. A little while after the advanced guard announced that he 
faw a red flag, which is the ordinary fignal for engaging in this ifland. M. Larcher 
immediately ordered his men to infped their arms, and to prepare for marching 
towards the enemy in order of battle. Fifty houfes were then perceived, all regularly 
placed in a line, one of which, larger and higher than the refl, was judged to be that 
of Benyowfki. They had not yet feen the fort, as the view of it was intercepted by a 
fmall grove of trees ; but as foon as they diflinguifhed it, they obferved about an hun¬ 
dred men who were retiring to it with precipitation. 

This fort, fituated on an eminence, and furrounded by ftrong palifades, was defended 
by two four-pounders and a few fwivels. As foon as Benyowfki judged that the French 
were near enough, he ordered his men to fire the cannon. The firfl difeharge was 
with bullets ; the fecond with grape fhot; and the third with fmall balls. Thefc three 
difeharges were fupported by a brifk fire of inufketry; but notwithftanding this 
defence, the French continued to advance in good order. When the commanding 
officer thought that he was at a proper diftance from the enemy, he ordered them to 
return Benyowfki’s fire. This Angle volley proved decifive: Benyowfki received a 
wound in the breafl with a ball, which put an end to his cxiftence, at the moment 
when he was juft applying a match to a cannon loaded with grape-fhot. Luckily the 
primirg did not catch fire: had this cannon been difeharged, it would certainly have 
occafioned great diforder among the French ; and might have, perhaps, caufed their 
expedition to mifearry. They were in a fituation where it was neceffary for them 
either to conquer or perifh ; they were deprived ©f every means of being fupported; 
all coipmunication with the coafl was cut off; and they were inclofed in fuch a 
manner that it would •have been impoffible for them to regain their veffel. Imme¬ 
diately after Benyowfki’s death, the fort furrendered at difrretion. The greater part 
of the iflanders faved themfelves over the palifades; and no attempt was made to flop 
them. The objeft of the expeditibii was accomplifhed; and M. Larcher had ftridt 
orders to treat the inhabitants of the country with humanity. Some of them, who 
joined the whites, laid down their arms, and furrendered themfelves prifoners } but 
they were the fame moment releafed, and reftored to their full liberty. This generous 
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behaviour induced the chief of Angoncy to come to requeft peace, and to throw 
himfelf under the proteftion of the French. He prefeftted to M. Larcher an old 
Portuguefe woman, and the Baronefs d’Adefcheins, the widow of an officer who had 
followed Benyowlki to Madagafcar. Thefe two women had fled for fhelter to the 
chie^ and it was in compliance with their entreaties that he delivered them into the 
hands of the French. This chief complained bitterly of Benyowlki’s fyranny. He 
faid he had reigned over that fertile part of the country where he was cftablilhed with 
a rod of iron ; that he plundered the Inhabitants without mercy ; and deftroyed, through 
.fear, the fruits 'hf their induftry. He was continuafl • adding new taxes to the 
burthens which he thought proper to impofe on them; and he violated, in ajf out¬ 
rageous manner, the moil refpeSed ufages and cuftoms. 'Fheir vain reri'^nlLranCes 
were reieded with harlhnefs. In treating them as flaves, and fubjeding them to the 
moft galling yoke, he wilhed to make them lofe even the hopes of recovering their 
liberty. Thefe people were fubmiflive to his caprices : his coiifummatc audacity, his 
cunning, and ftill more the impetuofity of his character, had rendered him abfolute 
mailer of Madagafcar; and, at the time when he was killed, he was preparing to 
drive the French from the illand and even to turn their kindnefles againil themfelves. 

Generous nation, but too eafy to be deluded, ceafe to give way to that enthufiafra 
which has involved you in fo many evils. Remember that the Malegaches have ftill 
to reproach you for abandoning their country to pillage, and to the tyranny of an 
adventurer, who was in every refpeft unworthy of the reception with which you 
honoured him. You entrufted to this foreigner feveral millions of money, and objefts 
of the utmoft importance. You granted him rewards and marks of diftinftioir re- 
ferved for your moft zealous defenders ; but what gratitude did he fliew for them ? 
He took up arms againft you; he fired upon your troops; he plundered your 
magazines. Had not inconfiftency and imprudence prefided over all his a£liohs, he 
would have found means to prevent - from carrying on commerce, or having any 
intercourfe with Madngafcar. 

The Malegaches, exhaufted by inteftine wars, had loft, during .he adminiftration 
of Benyowlki, almoft all their good qualities : they were become bafe Haves, devoted 
to the caprices of a ferocious and intraftable mailer. Under him the lands remained 
uncultivated; agriculture was neglected ; and commerce interrupted had converted 
into a defert, a country once fertile and fiourilhing. This artful man had fpread the 
feeds of hatred and difeord among the iflanders; and his haughty and difdainful gait 
united with his impudence and impofture to overawe the multitude. Through features 
which difplayed pride and duplicity, one could ftill diftinguilli a ferocious afpe£l, 
capable of intimidating the moft intrepid. The events of his life have been only a 
long feries of crimes and villanies; and his death was a juft punilhment for hi» in¬ 
famous treachery. It was necelTary either to deb’vcr Madagafcar from the yoke of this 
tyrant, or to abandon the colonies of the ifles of France and Bourbon. 

Thefe favage people had neither fulKcient knowledge nor fpivit to recover, by them¬ 
felves, their loft liberty; and how could they avoid and efcape from the fnares with v^hich 
Benyowlki had artfully furrounded them? This common enem, found means by his 
duplicity to create divifion amongft them. As the French therefore, through their 
enthufiafm, were the authors of all the evils whjch they expt’ ienced, juftice and 
equity would have obliged us to go to their alTiftance, even h d not the intereft of 
our commerce rendered it neceffary. But I have already proved that the Ifle of 
France depends in a great meafure for its fubfillence on the Illand of Madagafcr r, 
and this dependence is abfolute in the time of great calamities. The Cape of Good 
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Hope affords refources then which are diftant, expeitfive, uncertam, and in every 
refpecl infufficient. It is ‘doiibtlefs much to be wifhed that fome fixed and per¬ 
manent eftablidmients could be formed in this part; but I have Ihewn that the infalu- 
brity of the air is an obltacle which cannot be furniounted without facrificing the lives 
of a great number of men. From the month of May, however, till the qgd of 
Oftober. tht'fe fliores may be frequented without danger. This is the period moil 
favourable for commerce; it is llkewife the time of harvcll; and provifions of every 
kind may be then procured. 


Rufi.ections on the Northern Part of Madagascar. 

THE northern part of Madagafcar is much more fertile in produftions of every 
kind than the fouthem part. For this rcaroa it is more frequented by European 
velfels; but the interior part of the country has never yet been vifited. When at the Ifle 
of France, I in vain endeavoured to procure fuch information as might enable me to 
write a defeription of it. On this fubjccl, Bigorne could only give me fome vague 
and uncertain ideas, which it was diflicuk to make any ufe of. It was, however, from 
what he toll me that 1 drew out, at Manaharrc, a Ihort memoir, which afterwards 
ferved as a bafis for Benyowiki, to propoic the forming of an eftablillnuent at the Bay 
of Antongil. This memoir contains the itinerary of the iflanders, who go from Bom- 
betoc to that bay ; but nothing remarkable is to be found in it, except an account of 
the numerous difficulties which occur in that palfagc. If the Malegaches furmount 
thefc difficulties, it is merely becaufe they are much nimbler, and more inured to 
fadgue, than the greater part of the Europeans. The high niountains of Vigagora, 
which mull be traverfed, prefent at every (tep obftacles capable of itopping men the 
moll accuftomed to brave dangers of every kind. Whoever may be obliged to untier- 
take a journey by this rugged way, ought, if he is prudent, to furiiilli hiinidf with 
ropes and poles to climb the fteepcit places. I know by experience how neceflary 
fuch precautions are, for I have made ufe of thel'e helps more than once w' cn tra¬ 
velling in thofe mountains. When I found mylelf furrounded by rocks, a fmall cord 
held by my guides revived my courage, and facilitated an accefs to the itighetl preci¬ 
pices. Silk cords are preferable to thofe of hemp, bccaufe they are Itronger and 
much lighter. Dr. Franklin propofes paper kites, to enable people to crofs rivers, 
the currents of which may be rapid. This method might,- doubllel'i, lie of utility in 
certain circumflanccs to thofe who cannot fwim well. Thole, however, who are un¬ 
acquainted with that ufeful art may, by means of bamboos fallcned to a long rope, 
crofs very rapid rivers when they have in their i'ervice vigorous iflanders and good 
fwinmers, who by this Ample apparatus can draw them from the one bank to the 
other. With prudence and induftiy man may furmount great obllacles: there 
are few above his genius when he has learned early to attempt to overcome fuch 
difficulties. 

Iij the forefts the compafs is his guide j and, every where elfe, mechanics furniflies 
him with the means of efcaping from the mofl difficult lituations. Thefe means vary 
according to circumflanccs; but it would be improper here to enter into farther de¬ 
tails on this fubje£l. I rauft, however, obferve, that a 'kind of hammock like thofe 
employed in the colonies for carrjfing women and children, would be of infinite utility 
^ to thofe who travel in thefe wild countries. This hammock muft be light and water¬ 
proof j it Ihould be made therefore of very llrong canvas, covered with gum elafUc 
diffoivcd in Unfeed-oU, a kind of vamilh ufed for confining the inflammable air in 
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balloons. Such a hammock may be employed, not only as a bed, by fulpending it 
between two trees; but, by means of a bamboo, it mdy be converted alfo into a 
vehicle for tranfporting the traveller from one place to another when he ft ds himfelf 
fatigued : and b^aufe the canvas, on account of the varnifti, is impenetrable to water, 
the l^mmock becomes a real pirogua, the advantages of which are fo obvious that it is 
nnneceirary to explain them. • 

Tlje place molt frequented by the Europeans in the northern part of Madagafcar, is 
called Eoulepointe ; but the natives give it the nante of Voulou-Voulou. I'he harbour is 
, furrounded by a reef of rocks, which break tlie force ) the waves, and flielter fhips 
from heavy fcas. The fliores of it are very bold, and the lead depth of the water is 
twenty-three feet at low tides. 

The reef, which confifts of coral rocks, is joined to the main land, and ftretches 
N.N.E. whilrt the coaft llretches N.N.W. 

The cnti'ance of the harbour, which is on the north ^de, is about fifty fathoms in 
breadth. The depth of the bafm is about fifty fathoms: it is capable of containing 
ten large veffels, which may anchor along-fide of each oilier in from thirty to thirty- 
five feet of water. The ground is fure ; but in the winter feafon, the entrance is fhut 
by a fhifting fand bank, which is diffipated when the fouth-eaft fucceed the north winds 
or calm weather. The I'ca never rifes or falls more thah four or five feet at the 
time of fpring or neap tides. During the latter the reef of rocks appears above the 
water ; and abundance of natural productions may be then found on them, fuch as 
mofles, marine plants, black coral, valuable madrepores, fea ftars, infeds, and fhells, 
which by the variety of their form, and the brilliancy of their colours ferve to ornament 
the cabinets of the curious. The mouths of the rivers here are bordered with mangles 
which are loaded with oyfters of an excellent tafte. Thefe oyfters adhere to the 
branches, and form clullers of the mod Angular and remarkable figures. At a little 
diltance from thofe parts which the fca ..overs, there are found veins of a kind of fand 
different from that i'‘’ the fhore, and which appears to have experienced a femi-vitrifi- 
cation. This fand is intermixed with ftones of a foft friable nature, interlperfed with 
an infinite number of finall fragments of natural glafs. Eoulepointe, according to the 
obfervations which I made, lies in latitude 17" 40' 20", and longitude 47° 30'. During 
my ftay here, Reaumur’s thermometer never rofe above twenty-feven degrees, and 
never fell lower than fifteen. The barometer experienced very little variation, and 
always between twenty-eight inches two lines and twenty-eight inches five lines. 

Ships can procure at Eoulepointe provifions of every kind in abundance, and at a 
low price. The markets are well fupplied when commerce experiences no check or 
reftraint on the part of the Europeans. Some years ago the people of Eoulepointe 
refufed to fell hogs and pigs, becaufc an old man who lived at the diftance of •four 
leagues from the port, and who was accounted a forcerer, had forbidden them. This 
Ombiafle pretended that they would be threatened with great misfortunes if they did 
not endeavour to deftroy the race of thefe filthy animals: but this prohibition does not 
prevent the Europeans from procuring them in the mountains, where they miy be ‘ 
found in large herds. It would not perhaps be difficult to d^ilioy this inconvenient 
fuperftition among thefe iflaftders. The villages in the neighb'Hirl’ood of'Foulepointe 
are not numerous; they are difperfed here a^^d thei'e on tlie dec’i.ities of little hills, 
and are defended only by palifades. They are agreeably fliad A by a multitude of 
ufeful trees, fuch as the cocoa-nut tree, bamboos, orange and lemon jtrees, wild vines, 
and bananas, the fruit of which are fo much citeemed by the Europeans r but the ni ift 
remarkable is the raven, a kind of palm-tree known only in Madagafcar. 
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This tr&e, the top part of which is prepared and eaten in the fame manner as that 
of the cabbage-palm, rifcs td a great height. It is covered AVith a hard bark, and its 
wood, which is fibrous and hard, is employed for conftruding houfes. The walls and 
partitions of thcfe houfes are formed of the ribs of its leaves, which have the folidity of 
wood and the pliability of leather, and which are faftened together in a very ingenious 
manner. I hd. leaves lerve to cover them ; and this covering, which lafts a long tune, 
is prcfLK.ble to our thatch. 

It is of the leaves of the raven alfo that the Madecafles make their plates, dilhes, 
ard cups. Thcfe velTtls are always clean, but they are never ufed more than 
once. 

Under the membranous covering which inclofes the flowers of this palm, is found a 
gummy fubltance of an exquifite tafle, which one would take to be honey. 

It is not furprifing that the Madecafles endeavour to be furrounded by a tree fo 
ufeful. They make very large planks of it by fplitling it from the one end to the other. 
Thefe planks, however, muft*be ftraightened the moment they are fplit. 

The lands belonging to Foulepointc abound with rich paftures and cattle. When 
you go along the fertile banks of the beautiful river Ongleby, you are furprifed to fee 
it difappear all of a fudden in the fands, at the diftance of four miles^ from its mouth. 
This river, which is deep in feme places and in others broad and fliallow, produces 
plenty of filh, and is covered with water-fowl. Piroguas fail up it for more than 
twenty leagues. It is a pity that this river, like all the reft in Madagafcar, fhould be 
filled with monftrous crocodiles. The fight of them often ftrikes a terror into the moft 
intrepid iflanders when travelling along its banks. Great precaution is neceffary to 
avoid the danger of being furprifed by thefe deftruftive amphibious animals. I one day 
law an ox dragged away and devoured by one of thefe monfters. 

What makes the rivers of Madagafcar delightful, renders them alfo dangerous. The 
trees and flirubs which cover their banks, ferve as an afylum and retreat to thefe for¬ 
midable animals. 

On advancing a few leagues from Foulepointc, towards the high mountains of 
Ambotifmene, the land begins to rife, and the plains and the valleys are Iheltered from 
the winds by little hills. The heat here is not incommodious, becaufe the country is 
high and covered with wood : the low lands, which are lefs cultivated, are more wild 
and rural. The iflanders in this part do not keep their cattle, but fufl'er them to 
wander about without a guide, and without Ihackles. 

The meadows, which are fituated at the bottom of the valleys, are watered by a 
multitude of ftreams and rivulets, the windings of which are fo much the more agree¬ 
able as they are formed by the hand of nature. The flowers by which they are 
enancelled, have more fplendour, and difplay a greater variety of colours than thofe 
with which our meads are ornamentedi I’ufts of trees fcattered here and there without 
art or regularity, render the view of thefe rural fpots delightful and interefting. Some 
leagues farther the feene changes, and the country becomes mountainous. A fldlful 
painter would here be at a lofs to fix upon the moft pidurefque feene. His imagina¬ 
tion, bewildered and undetermined refpeding a choice of objefts, would not allow him 
the free exercife of his talent; he could not advance a Single ftep without feeing a 
fudden and unexpefted change produce new profpefts, and the moft interefting points 
of view. But without flopping to catch a general fketch of this beautiful country, if 
_ you employ yourfelf in? ftudying its produdlions, an immenfe and truly ufeful field then 
opens before you; and a multitude of vegetables difperfcd every where in profufion 
prefent themfelves to your refearches. 
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You will perceive fix diftinft kinds of,rice; you will fee barley of a fupewor beauty | 
and you will diftinguilh ten kinds of yams, fomc of which are as large as one’s thigh, 
and all of them fit for fupplying food to men as well as to cattle. Butl .efides thefe 
roots, which require fome care and cultivation, there are others abfolutely wild, called 
by the jflanders fanghits. This root, which is as large as a man’s body, has a delicate 
talfe, and is covered with a reddifh coloured Ikin. We are aflured tl^at it both allays 
hunger and quenches thirft : it is diuretic, and eafy of digeftion. 

You may procure alfo various kinds of turnips and beans, with peafe of an exqui. 
file tafte. 

The varvattes refembles the caper Ihrub, and flowor? in the fame manner. Each 
pod contains a fmall pea of the fize of a lentil. This leguminous plant rl.c.> to the 
height of the cherry-tree: in fome of the interior provinces its leaves are employed 
for feeding filk-worms. 

When you quit the plains and meadows, to enter thofe immenfe forefls which ferve 
as a retreat for a variety of wild animals, your imagination is ftruck with beauties of 
another kind. Profound iolitude, a coolnels which furprifes you in fo warm a climate, 
lhades inacceflible to the rays of the fun, and echoes which on all fides repeat the bel¬ 
lowing of the cattle, (till afford you new enjoyments. But thefe enjoyments do not 
equally delight all: they feem to be fuited in a peculiar manner to thofe w'lio are of a 
ferious and melancholy difpofitioii; yet, however infcnfible people may be to the 
beauties of nature, they will always behold with a kind of enthufiafm that multitude 
of trees of a prodigious fize and height, among which the foterjle is particularly dif- 
tinguilhed. 

ifiofe who prefer the ftudy of botany to that of mineralogy will find abundance of 
plants in the mountains of Ambotifmene to gratify their ruriofity. Enormous blocks 
of rock-cryftal alfo may be feen there, fome of which are chryltalUzed, while others 
appe ar to have no regular form } fo.': of them contain fchorl and other foreign bodies. 
1 hole kinds of fchorl in greateft requeft among naturalifts, are common in thefe moun¬ 
tains, as well as indices of tin-mines, which the illanders call la-fouichejine. Iron^ 
mines of an excellent quality are difperfed in great profufion all over the illand, and 
very near to the furface of the earth. The Malegaches break and pound the ore, and 
place it between four ffoues lined with potter’s clay; they then employ a double 
wooden pump, inllead of a pair of bellows, to give the fire more ftrength ; and in the 
fpace of an hour the mineral is in a ftate of fufion. The iron produced by this opera*- 
tion is foft and malleable; no better is known in the world. There are, doubtlefs,. 
other mines in this ifland; but thofe who wilh to fearch for them muff not be afraid of 
difficulties and labour. Riches of this kind being inclofed in the bowels of the earthy- 
much digging and tedious exertions are neceffary to procure them : befides, ar,cefs to* 
the mountains of Ambotifmene is imprafticab|^ as the illanders fay, to the Eurc'peans ; 
for their fummits abound with fteep rocks and precipices, which prevent them Sfrom* 
being approached. The higheft of thefe mountains is about eighteen hundred fathoms 
above the level of the fea. In its lhape it has a great refemblance to the Table Mount 
deferibed by every traveller who has vifited the Cape of Gord Hope. * 

I can only give this ft>iut (ketch of the mineralogical riches of Matkigafcar. The 
, real riches, however, of tlus illand are its numerous vegetable produftions, varied almoft 
without end by the nature and fertility of its foil. I (hall he e give a defeription of 
thole which 1 brought to the Ifle of France to M. Poivre, 
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Description of Trees, Shrubs, and Plants, which grow in the Nd'RTH- 

ERN Pa'RT of Madagascar, and which I carried to the Isle of France, 

IN THE END OF THE YEAR I768. 

MALAO'M^NGHrr, a large tree, the bark of which is brown, the trunk ftraight, 
and the wood white. Its fap, at firft white and milky, becomes, when expofed to 
the air, as red as blood. The fruit is a kind of nutmeg. The Malegaches afcribe to 
this nut the fame virtues as we afcribe to the real nutmeg. 

Rarabe. This is a wild nutmeg-tree, larger and much more beautiful than the 
malao-manghit. It furniflies a nutmeg from which the Malegaches extratt a very aro¬ 
matic oil. This oil, with which they rub their bodies and hair, is efficacious in curing 
and diffipating cold humours. Taken internally it ftrengchens the flomach. 

Bach'i-bachi. The bachi-bachi refembles the rarabe j but its leaves and fruit are a 
little different. It grows in elevated places. Its fruit, as well as the covering wffiich 
contains them, is aromatic. 

Rbara-horac is a real wild nutmeg-tree, the trunk of which is large, and the branches 
bulhy. It delights to grow in moift raarlhy places. The founingo-mcna^rabou, a large 
pigeon of a blue colour, is very fond of the fruit of this tree. After digefting the mace, 
it lows the nuts throughout the whole ifland. 

Ravend-fara. Of all the nutmeg-trees in the ifland of Madagafcar the ravend-fara 
has principally engaged the attention of botanilis. The odour of cloves, cinnamon and 
nutmegg is not much different from that of a kind of perfume extraded by diftillation 
from the leaves of this tree. They yield an efl'ential oil much more efteemed than that 
procured from cloves. The cooks in India employ this perfume for ragouts, in pre- 
;!rference to any other kind of fpicery. This valuable tree grows in moift place# ;• but a 
dry foil is not abfolutely contrary to its nature. It becomes very large and bulhy ; its 
top, which is of a pyramidal form, is well furniflied with leaves; its wood is white, 
exceedingly hard as well as heavy, and deftitute of fmell, but the bark exhales a very 
ftrong odour. Its fruit is a real nut flattened at the two extremities. The perfume of 
the nut, and the hulk in which it is inclofed, is not fo ftrong as that of the leaves, but 
in my opinion it is much more delicate. 

Haram'e» The harame is the largeft and talleft kind of tree that grows in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Foulepointe. The wood of the trunk appears whitifli externally, and of 
a reddilh colour in the heart. When it has attained its utmoft fize, it every year calls 
its outer bark, which is thick and grey. The trunk is fmooth and without branches, 
except at the upper extremity; but its branches are well fumilhid with leaves, and 
the bulj) on its top has a very beautiful appearance. 

The fmalleft incifion made in this tre^roduces, in great abundance, a white refi- 
nous gum, which has a ve^ ftrong aromatic fmell. The Malegache women make it 
into a kind of pafte with which they rub their faces, in order to preferve the frelhnefs of 
the Ikin. 

When this reflnous gum is burnt, it exhales a perfume like that of incenfe. The 
fruit is a nut, the hulk of which only is aromatic. • 

Lnben, This tree grows in fandy places on the fea-lhore, 'and rifes to a very great 
height. Its wood, which is hard, and of a reddilh colour, is proper for being em¬ 
ployed in cabinet-work. ■ The fruit of the Laben is of«the lhape and fize of a large 
olive. The kernel it contains is white and oily, and has a delicate tafte. 
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Fouraba. The fouraha is one of the mo^ beautiful and ufeful trees to 'be found in 
warA climates. The wood of it, next to that of Tec, i« the beft in India for conftrud- 
ing veffels. It may very properly be compared to the Tacamaca of the li e of France. 
Like that tree it yields a balm of a green colour, which is excellent for curing wounds. 
This tree, which is large tuid bulhy, is loaded with branches of a great fize, and is re¬ 
markable for its prodigious height. » 

Tevartna. The tevartna exhibits, in the midft of the forells, all the fymmetry of 
art. It feems to have been cut on purpofe into a pyramid confifting of feven ftories ; 
“^Rnd its bulhy branches, placed horizontally around a uooth ftraight trunk, give it an 
appearance altogether Angular. It is, perhaps, the moll beautiful tree known for 
decoration. 

Hlntchy. This tree, the moll common of all thofc found in the forells near Foule- 
pointe, is exceedingly proper for forming avenues, as its top is well furnilhed with 
leaves. It refembles the plum-tree, 5i,nd rifes to the fame height. The wood, which 
is of a red colour, may be ufed for cabinet work. Its bark is fmooth and white; and 
the leaves are large, and of a beautiful green. 

FotcrJl>e. I'he foterlbc is one of the largeft trees in Madagafcar; but its wood is fit 
only for fuel. Ancjther kind of foterjhc, deferibed by Flacourt under the name of 
vouafouira, grows in the marlhes. 

Tangiim. This tree grows on the borders of the fea. Its wood, which is hard and 
variegated with veins, is proper for cabinet and inlaid work. The Maicgaches make 
too much ufe of the fruit of this tree, to the dangerous qualities of which they are na 
ftrangers. It is a real manchineel, which, as is well known, produces one of the moft 
formidable of poifons. 

Antafara. I'hc antafara is known in the Ille of France under the name of milk-wood. 
Its flowers have the fame fmell and lhape as thofe of jafinine. If a flight incifion be - 
made in the trunk of this tree, it j. Jds, in great abundance, a milky juice which is^ 
of a very caullic nature. 

AJfy. This tree, which is a beautiful kind of palm, rifes to tije height of ten feet. 
Its trunk is marked with th^impreflion of its leaves, which are continually falling in 
fucceffion. Its top is crowned with three or four rows of leaves, four or five feet in 
length, and an inch and a half in breadth. Thcfe leaves refemble thofe of the lily: 
they are as thick as one’s hand, and form a beautiful umbrella. 

Tafoumouna. The wood of this tree, which is large and bulhy, is white, and its 
bark fmooth. Its fruit is a real acorn, like that of the oak. The kernel has a tafte 
fomewhat aromatic, and fmells like turpentine. 

Hounits. The iKJod of the hounits is of a beautiful yellow colour. The bark is red, 
and when an incifion is made in it, a juice red as coral ilfues from it. By thethelp of 
a common lye the Malegaches extrafl; a fineied dye from the bark of the root. The 
hounits is large and beautiful. 

Zavin-ravin. This tree rifes to a moderate fize, and is not bufliy. The trunk is 
full of knots ; the bark is grey, and the wood white. It grows in marlhy places. 

Lingo. The lingo is a woody creeping twig, which afeenJs to the fummits of the 
highcll trees. I'his twig is only two inches in diameter. Its v-ood is yellow, as well 
as the interior part of tho bark. 

I'he Malegaches employ the root and bark of the lingo to dy ^ uread red and yellow. 

Harongan. This tree, which is about fifteen feet in heiglft, grows in a fandy foil. 
Its leaves are ufed to dye mats and bafltets red. The gum extrafled from it -s a kind 
of dragon’s blood. 

TancaJJm, 
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TancaffoK, The tancaflbn is a kind qf wild vine, the fruit of which is foun and 
fomewhat agreeable to the ttfte. This twig rifes to the tops of the higheft trees. 
Its root is diuretic. The iflanders efteem the fruit of the tancajfon. Flacourt, who 
has defcribed fcveral kinds of wild vines, makes no mention of it. 

Taco. A kind of wild vine like the tancaffhn. 

Voua lomba. «A kind of vine, the fruit of which the Europeans prefer to all others, 
and which they call Mada^afcar grapes. Their tafte is fomewhat fourifli. This plant 
dies every year. Its root is a kind of yam. 

Janakucy. A large fenfitive plant. 

Arejou. A fpecies of elder. 

Tougnounan. The flowers of this tree are fliaped like a bell; and the wood of it is 
ufed for making alTagays. 

Tafoumounan. Small white flowers : fruit like an acorn. 

Racoudrit. A green fruit that grow in clufl€||g. 

Uvang hiri. A parafite plant bearing large fquare pods, the feeds of which are anti-, 
hemorrhoidal. 

Tevartc. A pyramidal flirub, cut naturally into ftories. 

Axamhou. Has a fruit which grows in the form of a red nofegay. 

Uua-he-Tditchou. Produces a fruit good to eat. 

Sampan-leva. Has a fruit in the form of a yellow chaplet. 

Tcbingii. A kind of baflard fenna tree, with yellow flowers. 

Lacca. Bears a fmall fruit like a grain of pepper. Its flowers grow in the form 
of tho bezel of a ring. 

Vognindofong. 

Fanpechourou. A kind of lily in the form of a ftar. This flower announces the 
feafon for whale filhing. 

Voua~hintchi. 

Filao. Equifetum arborefeens. 

Voantlifan. A prickly tree, bearing no leaves but on the top. 

Tchuvi-ovi. A kind of ipecacuanha, feriploca. f 

Jacuan. A fpecies of almond-tree, without leaves, which produces gum. 

Tifnhalave. Shrub with white gondolated flowers. 

AmpaH. Has round leaves which file iron. 

Anghivi. Its fruit gives a bitter but agreeable tafte to the liquors drunk by the 
Madecafles. 

Azon-Ranou. A frefli-water mangle, the pods of which grow oppofite to each 
othetf ■§' 

Farspfer. A parafite plant, the flower of which is long and red, and fhaped like a 
many’s hand, or a fork with five prongiS* “ 

Vongo. A beautiful tree, the fruit of which is called Vaas-fou-vara. When an in- 
cifion is made in its trunk, it produces a yellow gum. 

Voua-mitfa voi. A fpecies of after, or ftarwort. 

Tongouna-lein-tien. Kind of mint. 

Sanoang-maian-nahanrou. Kind of creeping afparagus. 

Ranga-zaa. Bulbous plant with a white flower. 

Tch'ilotou. White tulip. 

Fifoutche. Tree with leaves like thofe of mallow. Flowers grow around the trunk. 

Schira. Palm-tree, the bark of which is burnt in order to extraft a fait from it, 
ufed by the Malegaches with their food. 


Raven 



ROCnON’s VOYAGE TO MADAGASCAR. 


So^ 

Ravm-iongbatis, Balfamic plant. 

^ar»oujou. Kind of benjamin, bearing a button-fiiap^ fruit. 

Azou-ramu. Shrub, the fruit' of which is of a cinnamon colour. 

Afairahi'. Shrub, the bark of which is odoriferous. 

Vaing-bare. ' Parafite plant: its leaves are downy, and its flowers white. 

Talaie. Bears thick leaves, and berries like thofe of the holly. 

Jang. A tree which produces large bunches of flowers. 

Vua-tani. Has a flower like that of the lihoa of China. 

Wtia-movtuning. Parafite plant, with leaves like thofe the tamarind-tree. Its fruit 
refembles a Ijcan. 

Fua-toutouc. Shrub, with red frbit, which are eaten, and which tafie Tke ftraw* 
v^erries. 

Moiilton-rongoxu Rcfemblcs the rara. Its Laves are fiiiaii, and the fruit oblong 
and angular. 4, 

Vouang-titirang. Produces a kind ofmut, the hulk of which is downy, and of a 
yellow colour. 

Voua-xmlim. Bears a pod like the apocynon. 

Voua-rougni. Kind of frefh-water mangle. 

Voua-fourindi. ' I.arge tree with fmall red flowers difpofed in clufters. 

Ampali. Has long leaves, ufed for polilhing wood, and freeing iron from ruft. 
Joudi-fafal. Semper vivens. 

Voua-fevaraniou. 

Vouang-ta'e. Malum cidonium. 

Voua-fatre. Kind of box. Its fruit, which are aromatic, are eaten. 

Enghi-panza. Small fpecies of indigo. 

Enghi-bc. Large indigo with big pods. 

Ym-macoliong. Kind of tamarind, .'-.m which an oil is extrafted. 

Sacaviro-ambou. Hog-ginger. A kind^of zedoary. 

Vua-fao. Species of the fago palm. 

Ouvi-rombe. Creeping twig,j^he leaves of which are fmall, and Utapcd lilic a fiiarp- 
pointed heart. 

Chifontfid. Has fmall leaves difpofed in pairs, like thofe of the lefler baram. Its 
flowers confift; of four green leaves inclofed in a calyx. ^ 

Vua-honda. Bears a fruit of the form of a cucumber, which fmell like a quince. 
Sangnamou-batou. The leaves of this plant have the fame efi'e£t as thofe of the co* 
cuius indicus. When ufed to catch fifh, they muft be bruifed. 

Vaint-rombou. Herfe,. endowed with the fame properties as the above. 

Sanga-Sanga. A triangular kind of bulrufli, the real papyrus. 

Vua-toudinga. Bears a fruit like the pipar of jQhina. 

Vaa-carabo. A kind of twig which bears a fruit like a large chefnut. 

Yua-nanioula. Bears a fruit which contains a large kernel like* the feeds of the la* 
potilia, but much thicker. * , , 

-Vouang-pindela. Has leaves like thofe of the cinnamon-tree, v i houl ...ell. 
Vua-tinguide-pas. Produces a fruit of a green colour, the pulp of wnich difpofed 
in coats opens like the petals qf a flower. The feeds are found in ' he heart, inclofed 
in a bag with three round corners. * 

Anja-oidy, Kind of very high Jieath. 

Vua-tchirie. Species of vacoua with long narrow leaves. 

Vua-khicafon. Bears a, fmall fruit like the rangoujian. 
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Tchouti-morou or ranou. Small filiquous plant. 

Vua-hia-vav}. Creeping ti/ig with female white flowers. 

Vua'mmbouavon. Bears red fruit difpofed in the fdrm of a nofegay. The flowers 
are of a violet coIf)ur; the leaves, which are wiiitilh, and which grow in pairs, are 
ufeful for healing wounds and ulcers. 

Vua-rha. Hind of fig-tree, the fruit of which are eaten. 

Yua-hc-tdilfou. 

Varou. Kind of mallow. 

Lindcni. Species of palm. 

Angnan-rainhou-lahc. 

Tongou-bintchi. 

Ihrame. The gum of this tree appears to be of the fame nature as ambergris. 

Chingolpont. 

Chijiala. 

Alut-mandrout. 

Vanghoui-nanghom. 

Bakrang. Creeping twig v/hich bears large berries like buttons. 

Ardouranga. Small plant, with a red filiquous flower like indigo. 

Vaguinang-boua. Shrub with white downy leaves, and white flower^. Its root heals 
wounds. 0 

Cani-pouti. Grafs with large leaves, the juice of which is employed for making 
figures on the body. 

TUpoulou-pouli. 

Adahou. Large tree. 

Ouoi-randra. An aquatic plant with indented leaves; flowers fliaped like a crefeent; 
root fit to be eat, 

Toiilas. Kind of laurel, the leaves and berries of which are aromatic. * 

Vour-honda. Bears a large fruit like an oblong cylindrical mango. It has a fweet 
odour, and its feeds are ramified. The leaves are placed exaftly oppofite to each 
other. 

Mounoii-founace. A Ihrub with violet flowers. The leaves arc difpofed by threes. 

A’x.ou-minti. Curious pyramidal flirub. 

Az 6 i^minti-be. The fame with large leaves. A beautiful tree. 

Tocam-houdi. A I'mall palm with large leaves divided at the extremity. 

Fouraugdra. A kind of creeping twig which bears a triangular bladder. Its leaves 
are like parfley. 

Voua-mandreucoii. Produces flowers which grow from the ti||»k. The petals have 
a floral form. 

fVoua-mena. Bears a fweet fruit a%j,red as coral. The wood and the leaves arc 
alfo red. 

Mang. Tree, the loaves of wliich arc like tliofe of the mallow, but larger and 
ftronger. Its flowers are downy like thofe of the ketmia, and of a rofe colour. 

Angua-malou. Kind of aromatic llirub, with flowers like golden buttons. 

Volang-bondi-pouni. Rod wood, which turns black as -it grows old. This wood is 
proper for dying. , 

Tfimamafoo. Creeping twig, the flowers of which are like thofe of jafmine, and of 
a bright red colour. • , 

Manouquibonga. Shrub compofed of twigs like the vine. Its flowers, which are 
beautiful, and red, are difpofed in the form of a plume of feathers. 

10 Moan. 
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Maan, Kind of downy plant, with leaves like thofe of the mallow. 

Sommouterang. Bears a downy flower, in lhape like tlte bezel of a ring. 

Lalong. 

Via-foutchu Woody creeping twig. The fruit is inclofed in a ftar-like calyx. 

Diti-azou. Has a fruit like a fmall pear. 

» Tavoutala. Small bulbous plant. It is a fpecies of orchis, and beaas a flower of 
a flaxen colour. 

Chetchia. Kind of hieracium, with a yellow flower. 

*Angnan-rambou. Another hieracium, with a violet-cf loured flower. 

Caioubanda. Kind of chickweed, employed to diflip..te fwellings. 

Nantou. Mat-wood of two kinefe, with large and fmall leaves. 

Amp‘clang-thi-fouhe. Gentianella, with a violet-coloured flower. 

CampoudL Kind of chickweed, or alfiiie. 

Onbave. Tree which produces a gup;^ like gum-arabic. 

Bontou. Tree the root of which dj'l;s yellow. It grows near water: its leaves are 
thick and difpofed in pairs. 

Voai-marang. Shrub the bark of which flops fluxes. 

Vuendrang. Kind of galega. 

Afe. Large polipodium, the feeds of which are eaten. 

Tabouroimfingat. Betel tree. 

Vua-rozan. 

Voua-ajim. 

Ampelantghi. Beautiful plant, which rifes to the height of a foot. 

Sondi’fa-fat. Plant found on the borders of the fea. The Malegaches when fatigued 
rub their bodies with the leaves of this plant, and fuch fridions render them frelh 
and nimble. I’hey pretend that the leaves of the Sondi-fa-fat are incorruptible. They 
are appflfed with fuccefs to w'ounds. 

Vognin d'ofong. Parafite plant, the leaves of which refemble thofe of the lily. The 
period when this plant flowers announces the time of whale-filhing. It flowers in June. 
The prows of the piroguas wh|ch are intended for the whale-fifliery are ornamented 
with large bunches of its flowers. 

Azimena. Very beautiful Ihrub with a bufliy top. Its leaves are thick, a9.d of a 
bright green colour. It rifes to the height of four feet j and its flowers exhati'an ex* 
ceeding fweet odour. 

Teulon-gouala. A fhrab the leaves of which are odoriferous, and ferve the Male¬ 
gaches to make pillows. It is about four feet in height, and its fruit are bitter, oily, 
and aromatic. ii^i, 

Voua-azigne. The flraightefl and tallefl free found in Madagafcar. It greatljv fur- 
paffes in height all the other trees of the iflapd. Its wood, which is yellow, hayd, 
and' heavy, is employed for building houles; but more commonly for making the 
keels of piroguas. The gum which diflils from this tree, is as yellow as amber ; but 
it is vil'cous and without i'mell. The Malegaches procure from this valuable tjree a 
kind of clear oil, which when frelh has a very agreeable tafle. This oil mixed with 
rice renders that food mor«-delicate j and it is for the moft part prepared .in this man¬ 
ner by thefe iflanders. , 

Tougmonnam. Tree which grows on the fiimdiits of the i. .luntains. Its wood, 
which is hard tnd heavy, is of a.red or brownifii yellow colour, and is ufed for cabinet 
work and aflagays. 
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Vnhanpan, Tree twelve (cet in height. Its trunk, which is ftraight, is covered 
wiri) prickles ; and its leaves,cwhich are four inches and a half in length, and two and 
a halt in breadth, are of a beautiful green colour. There are no leaves on the trunk 
of this tree ; but its top, which is perfectly round, is loaded with them. The wood- 
pigeons are remarkably fond of the fruit of the vohan-ftlan, the appearance of which 
is altogether ftnpular. 

Toulouc. Bulhy ihrub which grows in every kind of foil. The fruit of this flirub 
has an agreeable tafte, and is known under the name of the Madagafcar ftrawherry. 
It is efteemed by the Europeans as well as by the Malegaches. 

I oua feveraniou. Bulhy llirub 'which rifes to the height of fix or feven feet. It 
grows commonly in a fandy foil. Its wood is white. 

Chi-font-fui. Beautiful Ihrtib, the Hem of which is Hraight, and without leaves. 
Its top is round and bufliy. 

Fingucre, Kind of wild fig-tree, which, wl^en incifions are made in it, yields a 
milky juice. This juice, after it coagulates, forms a real elallic gum, like that which 
diftils from the caoutchouc. The Malegaches make flambeaux of it, which bum 
without wicks, and afford them an excellent light when they go out to filh in the 
night-time. Spirit of wine makes no imprellion on this gum: but it dilToIves in aithcr 

_M rrni- !/• .t r' . « *1 rv *. 

ct It very 
long, and 

four in breadth. Its fruit refembles around fig, and is full of fmall feeds. The Male¬ 
gaches eat this fig with pleafure j but for my part I found it bitter and cauflic. 

On attentively examining the bottles and other veflels which the Peruvians make of 
elaftic gum, it may be readily comprehended how eafy it would be to employ it in 
chirurgical operations. Belts and bandages made of this fubltance would be attended 
tpany advantages. Diffolved in linfeed-oil or astlier, it in a great meafure lofes its 
elafticity, and in that ftate it is very proper for coating over filk, in order to render it 
impervious to air or water. M. Bernard lately has employed elaftic gum for a variety 
of purpofes, which it would be too tedious to enumerate. I muft, however, obferve 
that the Chinefe have been long acquainted with the art of diflblving this elaftic gum, 
and of giving it various colours. M. Berlin, minifter of ftate, was I'o kind as to fliew 
me feveral articles made of it, the moft remarkable of which was a fmall ball, per¬ 
fectly refembling a ball of amber. 

Bagneis. Plant from which real indigo is procured in Madagafcar. The iflanders 
extract this dye from it by a very fimple operation. When the plant begins to flower, 
they infufe the item and the leaves in water. After they have bfiBcome putrid, the wa¬ 
ter affumes a violet colour, and when this colour grows very dark, the Item and leaves 
ar/j taken out. A certain quantity o|ioil is then poured into the coloured water, and 
the water being drawn off, a fediment remains behind, which, when dried in' the fun, 
furnifhes a beautiful indigo. 

M, de la Marck made me obferve that the revendfas is not a nutmeg-tree, but a 
proper genus. It is riie bagatophyllum 

The intch^, according to the opinion of that learned botanift, is a courbarll-hymenaa<. 

The antafara. according to the fame, is a fpecies of the genus called taberm‘mon’ 
lana. 


lubitances wnicii aile 


duu uuiccu-oii. mere arc ano otner tat and oily 
fenfibly. 0 

The finniere rifes to the hei<dit of twentv feet. Its leaves are eiirht inches 
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The j/^/ao is the tafmnna of Forfter and Linnasus the fon. 

The vua-tchirie is the pandamus. ^ 

In the enumeration, here given, of the trees and plants of Madagafcar, T have made 
no mention of ananas, white pepper, water-melons, bananas, Indian faffron, the large 
cardamum, ginger, veronica, alkekengi, purflain, fweet bafil, ftar-wort, gentiancUa,. 
the winter cherty, the papyrus of the ancients, called fanga-fanga^ the, nenuphar, &c. 
&c. With regard to the animals found in Madagafcar, Hacourt has left nothing of 
importance for me to fay on that fubjeft. 


Description of a Tree, which bears a singular Fruit, mttc” cele¬ 
brated IN India, and known under the Name of the Cocoa of the 
Maldives. 

THE tree which bears that fruit, khown under the name of the Cocoa of the Mal¬ 
dives^ or the fca-cocoa, rifes to the height of forty or fifty feet. I’he top of this beauti¬ 
ful tree, which may be claffed among the palms, has the form of a fan ; and is com- 
pofed of ten or twelve branches, twenty feet long. Each of thefe branches, or palms, 
proceeds from a pedicle fix feet in length, which is indented quite round. 

From t|^ bottom of the leaves arifes a ramififed panicle, the branches of which are 
terminated by female flowers. The piftil of thefe flowers, when ripe, produces a fphe- 
rical fruit, eight or ten inches in diameter. The covering of the fruit is thick and 
fibrous, like that of the common cocoa. The Ihape of thefe cocoas, however^ is ex¬ 
tremely Angular; and the bottom of them is filled with a milky fubftance, of a bitter 
and difagreeable tafte. The trunk of this tree differs very little from that of the cocoa- 
tree ; but it is larger and harder. The Hie of Palms is covered with this tree : but it is 
not t(f be found in any of the neighh^^uring iflands, or in any other known part of the 
world. It is probable, therefore, that thofe nuts which are accidentally found at the 
Maldives have come from the Ifle of Palms, though the diftance between thefe two 
places is about three hundred leagues. This remark may ferve to point out the direc¬ 
tion of the currents in the Indian Ocean. 

The Indians aferibe great medicinal virtues to this nut, known to botanifts under the 
name of mx medica. The Afiatic phyficians pretend that it is antifeorbutie; that it 
radically cures the venereal dii'eafe ; and that it is a powerful antidote againft poifon. 
The Indian princes caufe cups to be made of it, which are always more or lefs orna¬ 
mented with gold and precious ftones. Thefe cocoas are in fo much requeft all over 
Afia, that it was nuit uncommon, about the year 1759, the period when they were, 
difeovered, to fee them fold for upwards of four hundred pounds fterling each. 
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tHE HISTORY OF THE DISCOVERY AND CONQUEST 

OF 

THE CANARY ISLANDS: 


Tranflated from a Spanifli Manufcript, lately found in the Ifland of Palma *. 
With an Enquiry into the Origin of the Ancient Inhabitants. 

By George Gx.as. 


BOOK I. 

T he firfl; account we had of the Canary Iflands being publicly knbwn in Europe, 
after the decline of the Roman empire, was fome time between the years 1326 
and 1334, by means of a French fhip that was driven among them by a llorm. 

Upon this difeovery, a Spanifli nobleman, Count of Claramoiite, named Don Luis, 
fon of Don Alonzo dc la Cerda, furnamed the Difmherited f, procured a grant | of 
thofe iflands, with the title of King, from Pope Clement VI, upon Condition that he 
would caufe the gofpel to be preached to the natives. 

Two years after this, Don Luis obtained a Licence from Pedro, king of Arragon, to 
equip a fleet from fome of his ports, in order to take poflTeflion of the Canary Iflands; 
but though fome of his fliips were adually fitted out, yet the defign failed, firlt by 
reafon of his being engaged in fome other affairs, and laftly by his death, which hap¬ 
pened foon after. However, it is probable that either part of that fquadron, or fome 
other Ihips, went to the Canaries about that time, the crews of which were natives of 
Majorca, which then belonged to the crown of Arragon. What became of thofe 
velfels Ihall be related in its proper place. Nothing was done afterwards towards per- 
feding the difeovery, until the year 1385, when fome Bifeayners and inhabitants of 
Seville joined to equip a fleet of five fhips at Cadiz, in order to make defeents upon and 
plunder the Canary Iflands and the adjacent coaft of Barbary. The command of thefe 
fliips was given to one Ferdinando Peraza, a gentleman of Sevillet' 

After coafling the African fliore, they failed weffward, and fell in with the ifland 
now called Lancerota, where they landed. The natives came in crowds to the port 
to behold them: but the Spaniards (hooting fome arrows among them, killed fotile, 

• 410, London, 1764. 

f Hf was right heir to tl^ crown of Caftille, but was deprived of it by his uncle Sanclio IV. From 
Donna Ifabella, daughter to tliis Luis de la Cerda, is dcfcciided the noble family of Medina Celi in Spain. 
Mariana. » 

t When thii^rant was made to Don Luis, it gave fiich umbrage to the Englidi ambaflaJors, who then 
happened to be at Rome, that they immediately dilpatched an exprefs to their court, to prevent this coii- 
veypee, imagining there we^e no other Fortunate lilands than thofe of Great Britain: f^ was the igno- 
■raoce of thofe times. HeyUnt Co/mography, ‘ ^ 
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wounded others, and fo frightened the reft that they ran away; upon which thf Spaniardsi 
inarched to the town where the natives refided, which |hey facked, and carried off a 
large booty of goat-ikins, talloiy, and fheep, and one ’hundred and feventy of the 
inhabitants, among whom were Guanareme, King of the ifland, and Tinguafaya, his 
wife ; with thefe they returned on board their fliips, 'and failed back to Spain ; where, 
in thofe days, their plunder was reckoned to be very valuable. 

The next expedition to Lancerota was from Seville, in the year 13^3. This fleet 
did not attempt to fubdue the ifland, but returned foon after, with feveral captives and 
a great number of goat-fldns ; by which it appeared tliat the defign of the Spaniards, 
in thofe expeditions, w^as only to enrich themfelves b' robbery and plunder. Several 
people now, excited by avarice, folicited Henry III, King of Caftille, for a 'if-nee to 
conquer the Canary Iflands, as Henry pretended they were his property ; 1 at on what 
he founded this claim, I believe, is not known. In the year 1369, the contention for 
the crown of Caftille was ended by the death of Don Pedro, who was ftabbed by hia 
baftard-brother Don Henry, who then fucceeded to the crown. A few years before 
this happened, feveral noblemen, from the province of Normandy in France, came to 
Caftille, to the alliftance of Don Henry, among whom were Bertran Claquin, Confta- 
ble, and Rubin de Bracamonte, Admiral of France. Tliis laft had two nephews by a 
fifter who lived in Normandy, and was married to the Lord of Betancour, Granville, 
and other places in that country: the eldeft, named John dc Betancour, though at 
that lime an old man, had a ftrong defire to travel, and do fomething worthy of his 
ancoftors, and therefore determined to make a voyage to Spain to vifit his uncle the 
Admiral, With this view' he went to Rochel, a fea-port town, where he was to em¬ 
bark for that country : while he remained there, he became acquainted with one 
Gadifer de la Sala, a man of confiderable fortune. This perfon, having the fame 
paflion for feeing foreign countries, foon agreed with John de Betancour to go with 
him in quell of the Fortunate Jflands, much talked of at that time in Europe. In 
order to profecute their defign, they told fome of their lands, and mortgaged others, 
by which they railed money fufficient to equip a fmall fleet, well provided with Ikilful 
mariners, pilots, and fome people as interpreters, who mull confequently have been 
in fime of the iflands before tliat time. 

This fleet confifted of three fliips, containing two hundred perfons, exclufive of the 
feamcn: among that number were many young gentlemen of Normandy, feveral of 
whom were relations of John de Betancour. On the firll of May, 1400, they fet fail, 
and proceeded on the voyage, without any thing of confequence happening to them, 
until they arrived at the iflands. The firft they faw was Lancerota, which name was 
then given to it by John de Betancour, probably in honour of fome perfon of his 
acquaintance. When he landed his men, the natives gathered together in a body to 
defend themfelves, imagining that thefe ftrangers were come to plunder and carr^ them 
off, as others had done before: but obferving the French to be well armed,,and 
keeping together, they were afraid to attack them, but retired into the country, and 
left them at liberty to encamp in a convenient place; for the natb es had nothing to 
oppofe them with but fticks and ftones, thefe being their only weapons. » 

But finding that the French remained fome days in the fame place, without follow¬ 
ing or attempting to moleft them, they began to take courage, !b that fome of them 
ventured into the camp, vfrho were well treated hy John de Br'.iacour afid Gadifer de 
la Sala, whig^allowed them to take whatever they chofe, and ;o come in and go out 
of the camp whenever they pleafed. This good treatment removed all their fears 4 
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linfonrach that when t^ie French began to build a fort for their defence and accommoda¬ 
tion, the natives chearfully affiftcd them in bringing (lones, lime, kc. neceflary for the 
work. This fort was built at’the port of Rubicon. 

The ready obedience and quiet behaviour of the natives gave great faiisfadion to 
John de Betancour and Gadifer de la Sala. They now determined to pafs over to the 
next ifland, which is feparated from Lanccrota only by a cliannel of two leagues in 
breadth; and,'leaving an officer and fome men in the port of Rubicon, they landed at 
, Valtarrahala, in the ifland of Fuertaventura, then called by the French Foriuiic. The 
inhabitants, feeing fuch a number of itrange people coming into their ifland, gathered 
in great numbers to oppoi'e them, being men of a more warlike fpirit than ihofe of 
Lancerota, ftronger, and of a larger fize ; which the French perceiving, and confider- 
ing what a handful of people they had to attack fuch a multitude with, tltought pro¬ 
per to reimbark, and fet fail: taking, therefore, a view of fome of the refl. of t!ie iflands, 
they afterwards returned to Lanccrota, where they confulted what was next to be 
done 5 and confidering how few people they had for fuch an undertaking as the cori- 
queft of the iflands, it was determined that Gadiler de la Sala ihoiild ivtmu to France, 
in order to bring over fiipplies of men, kc. Accordingly he went; but, unfortunately 
for the expedition, he died a few days after his arrival in France. When this was 
known to John de Betancour, he found himfclf deprived of his expected fuccouis, 
and without money or friends in France; which determined hiiu to embark for Spain, 
where he arrived, and applied to his uncle Rubin de Bracamontc, and other relations 
there, for affiftance to profecute his defign : but his chief patron and intercefl’or wdth 
the King of Caitille was the Infant Don Ferdinando, afterwards King of Arragon, by 
whofe* means he procured from the king, Don Henry III, a grant of the Fortunate 
Iflands, with the title of King. This done, he went to Seville, and equipped a fleet, 
well provided with men ami neceflaries, for the conqueft of thefe iflands, the King 
fupplying him with money to defray the charge of that armament. This grant of the 
Canary Iflands to John de Betancour was dated in the year ^403. 

When John de Betancour arrived in this country, the ifland of Fuertaventura was 
divided into two kingdoms, one commencing at the Villa and continuing unto Handia, 
and the other extending from the Villa unto Corralejo, which were feparated by a loofe 
dry ftone wall, four leagues in length, croffing the breadth of the ifland Irom fea to 
fea. There were in this ifland, at the time of the conqueft, four thoufand fighting 
men. Thofe amongft them who were moft famous for their virtue and valour had the 
appellation of Mahay and Allihay, which were names of great honour. It is faid that 
when John dc Betancour and Gadifer de la Sala came in queft of thefe iflands, the 
then king of Lancerota, who was named Guadarfia, was defeended from an European, 
who had been driven by a tempeft on this ifland, and whofe hiftory is related after this 
mannfer: 

When Don John I, fon of Henry II, reigned in Caftllle, he was engaged in a war 
againit the King of Portugal and the Duke of Lancafter, about the fucceffion to the 
crown of Caftille j the duke pretending that it was his right, on account of his mar¬ 
riage with Donna Conftanza, cldeft daughter of King Peter. 

in the courfe of that war, and about the year 1377, Kinj^ John fent fome flrips, com¬ 
manded by one Martin Ruiz de Avendano, to fcour the coafts of Gallicia, Bilcay, and 
England. 'Hiis fleet met with a fevere tempeft, which lafted many days, infomuch 
that the admiral’s Ihip was obliged to bear a^y and drive before wind, until 
fhe'arrived in a port at‘the illand of Lancerota. * 
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Here the Spaniards landed, and were kii^Iy received by the natives, who treated* 
them with the beft that the ifland afforded. Don Martin iftuia de Avendano was lodged 
in the houfe of Qonzamas, the king, while he remained in the ifland. that time 
he became fo intimate with Fayna, the King's wife, that ftie had a daughter by him 
named Yco. Her complexion was very fair, in comparifon of the natives: when of 
age, Ihe was married to one of the royal family, who became King of ^he ifland after 
Guanarame and Tinguafaya were carried prifoners to Spain, in the fleet commanded 
by Ferdinand Peraza, in the year 1385 or 1386. By this man Yco had a foO named 
Guadarfia. After Guanarame’s death, there was a gri .1 dilfention in the ifland about 
the fucceflion; the natives infifting that Guadarfia \.as incapable of it, becaufe his 
mother Yco was not noble, being, as was fuppofed by her colour, the daughter of a 
ftranger, and not of Qonzamas the kin^. I’o end the difpute, the council met, and 
came to a refolution, to fhut up Yco with three female fervants in the houfe of the 
deceafed Qonzamas, and there to fraoke them ; and if (he came out alive, fhe was to 
bo declared noble, and the genuine offspring of Qonzamas. Before fhe went to the 
fmoaky trial, an old woman advifed her to convey fecretly into the room a large fpunge 
moiftened in water, and when the fmoke fhould begin to be troublefome, to put it to 
her mouth and noftrils, and breathe in it. Yco took her advice, which fucceeded to 
her wifh; for when the door of the room that was fmoked was opened, the three fer¬ 
vants were found ftifled, and Yco alive; upon which fhe was brought forth with 
great marks of honour, and her fon Guadarfia was immediately declared King of Lan- 
cerota. This is the fame whom John de Betancour found reigning, on his firfl arrival 
at that ifland. 

John de Betancour, being defirous of bringing the ifland of Canaria into fubjeftion to 
him, failed thither with two fhips, and anchored at a place called Anganagen, where 
he landed all the forces which he brought with him, and marched them up the country 
in good order, and with great precar'-on, left: they fhould be furprifed. This was a 
neceffary meafure, as appeared afterwards ; for the natives, feeing fuch a number of 
armed men on their ifland, immediately gave the alarm to each ctl.er, and affembled 
in great numbers, headed by a King or Captain, named Artemis, and fell upon the 
Europeans with great fury and refolution, annoying them with flones and darts, which 
they threw by hand with amazing dexterity, and with fuch velocity as to exceed the 
motion of thofe thrown from flings or bows. Befides thefe weapons, they had flicks 
or poles, whofe ends were hardened by fire, and fharpened, which they ufed as fpears. 
John de Betancour and his men defended themfelves with the greatefl courage; but the 
attack they had to fuftain was fo rude, and the natives, with their Captain Artemis, 
preffed fo furioufly on them, that though the Europeans killed a great number of them, 
they were at length obliged to give way, and retreated in good order to the fea-fhore: 
but the natives gathering on every fide, to the number of five thoufand, purfuc 1 our 
adventurers fo clofely, that John de Betancour, finding it in vain to attempt the c6a- 
queft of the place with fuch an handful of men againft fuch a multitude of well-armed 
and valiant inhabitants, i-eimbarked with his troops, under f;>vour of the night, in the 
beft manner he could, leaving the field of battle to his enemies, v 1 0 neverthelefs bought 
their vidory at a dear rate, -having their King Artemis, with nvany othqrs, killed in 
the engagement. , :s>f 

From Anganagen the fleet failed for the ifland of* Palma; but r )t being aisle to effeft 
a landing, it wm determined to r§tum to Canaria, to try their fbiiune once more againfl 
the courageous natives, and retrieve the honour they imagined they had loft there: but on ‘ 
their arrival they found thofe people affembled in vaft numbers to oppofe them, which 
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‘made them fail back to Fuertaventura. It was on this expedition that John de Betan- 
cour gave the epithet of Graijd (or Great) to the iiland of Canaria, which it retains 
to this day. 

John de Betancour remained fome time in Fuertaventura, to refrefh his men, and 
cure them of their wounds. After his unfuccefsful attempt on Canaria, he could not 
pretend to try^^his fortune again there, for want of more foldiers ; but, not enduring 
to remain idle, he determined to make an attempt on fome other ifland. To this end 
he took with him all the men that could be fpared fiom his garrifons of LanceroU and 
Fuertaventura, and failed to the ifland of Gomera, where he landed .at the principal 
port without oppofition, which furpri.fl;d him greatly, and made him .apprehenfive of 
an ambufeade; he therefore marched flowly up the country, with the greatefl pre¬ 
caution. Soon after he perceived the natives approaching towards him in a diforderiy 
manner, without any fign of hoftility, but on the contrary with an appe.arancc of mirth 
and joy; however, they cainc armed with d.arts, lances, fwords, fhields, and crofs- 
bows, which greatly perplexed him, and made him flill more apprehenfive of danger, 
till they drew very near to him, when fome of them accofted the Europeans in the 
Spanifti tongue, which amazed and .agreeably furprifed them. Both parties now began 
to converfe together freely .and in a very friendly manner; and the Europeans were 
moft courteoully entertained by them. I’his behaviour of the Gomerans, the fertility 
of their ifland, the goodnefs of the climate, and its excellent harbour, induced John 
de Betancour to fpend fome time in it, in order to refrefh and flrengthen his people. 
During his ftay in Gomera the Europeans and natives lived together in the utmoft 
harmony, infirmuch that thefe g.ave a cordial invitation to the new-comers to t.alce up 
their felidence among them. This invitation w.as readily accepted by John de Betan¬ 
cour, who thereupon made a divifion of lands among his followers, and determined, 
fince he had now bid adieu to his native country, to fix his refideufc for the remain¬ 
der of his life in the pleafant ifland of Gomera. 

We muft now enquire into the caufe of this kind receptiofi^which the Europeans met 
with from the n.atives, and by what means fome of the latter fo well underflood and 
fpoke the Spanifli language. 

It appears then, that about thirty years before the arrival of John de Betancour, fome 
Spanifh veflels came to Gomera, commanded by one Don Ferdinando, who landed at 
a phace where the King’s brother lived : the natives attacked the Spaniards, but were 
defeated, and the King’s brother loft his life in the encounter. After this, Don Fer¬ 
dinando marched in-land •, but as foon as Amalvige, the King of the place, heard of 
the invafion of the ifland by ftrangers, and of the death of his brother, he gathered 
the natives together, and gave battle to tlie Spaniards, who were defeated, and pur- 
fued into a place which had only one narrow entry, fo that they could not retire but 
by throwing themfclves over the fteep cliffs that furrounded them, tlie iflanders having 
_bl/)cked up the paflage by which they entered with felled trees, and guarded if fo 
clofcly, that the Spaniards were compelled to remain there two days without meat or 
drink. At laft Don Ferdinando found means to come to a parley with Amalvige, in 
which he fo efl'edlually, wrought upon that Prince’s compaflionate dii’pofirion, that he 
ordered the paflage to be cleared, and condudfed the ftrangers to his refidence, where 
he entertained them with great hofpitality, giving them provifibns and whatever elfe 
he could aflbrd ; in fhort, he treated them as if no dilputeliad ever fubfifted. When 
Don Ferdinando returned to his Chips, which he had left in the harbpur, he made 
• feveral prefents to Amalvige, confifting of fwords, fhields, and other warlike accou¬ 
trements, which wgre held in great efteem by the natives: he then took leave of his 
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benefactor, and failed away. It is faid, that before he d/parted, Araalvige was con¬ 
verted, and baptized with many of his people; that^he was named Ferdinando 
Amalvige ; and that when the Spaniards were going away, the King begged of their 
commander that he would leave fomc perfon to inftrud; them in their new doftrine, 
upon which he left a priefl, and promiled to return loon hiinfelf. The priell did not 
long furvive the departure of Don Ferdinando ; however, by his goodliehaviour, in 
that Ihort fpace of time he greatly won the aft'eclions of the natives, and baptized many 
of them. They fay it was owing to him that John de B' tancour was fo well received in 
Gomera, having filled their minds with the moll favonra' -le impreflions of the Spaniards. 
Who this Don Ferdinando was, cannot certainlv be determined: there are two v'’'’.iions 
concerning him; the one is, that he was one Don Ferdinando Ormcl, a native of 
Corunna, in Gallicia, who, with fcveral of his countrymen, left the fervice of the 
King of Caftille, to enter into that of the King of Portugal. About the year 
1382, he went with a fleet to fcour the coall of Spain, fubjecl to Don Juan I, then 
King of Caftille, and was driven by a tempeft, with fonie of his Ihips, to the ifland 
of Gomera ; this Don Ferdinando was father of Don Juan Ferdinando Orniel who was 
killed by King John 1 , of Portugal, in the houfc of the Queen Donna Leonora. The 
other opinion is, that he was one Don Ferdinando de Caftro, who w'as in the fervice of 
King Ferdinando of Caftille, and much beloved by him After that King's death he 
went to rcfide in England, and could never more be prevailed on to return to his 
native country ; but we are not told how he left England, or w'hat accident brought 
him to Gomera. 

Why this ifland w'as called Gomera is not known, though it undoubtedly bore’that 
name before the arrival of John de Betancour, which it Hill retains. 

John de Betancour, after fettling aifairs in Gomera, failed to the ifland of Hierro or 
Ferro, and anchored in the harbour belonging to that ifland. When the natives per¬ 
ceived the fliips approachingJwith their wtiite fails, they remembered the prophecy of a 
man who had formerly lived among them, named Yore, and who was reckoned a 
foothfayer or diviner; this man, when on his death-bed, called the natives together, 
and told them that after his death, when his flelh fliould be confumed and his bones 
mouldered to duft, their god Eraoranzan would come to them in white houfes on the 
water ; and advifed them not to refill or fly from him, but to adore him, becaufe he 
was to come to do them good. The natives, who placed great fuitli in his predidions, 
buried him in a place apart from the reft of their dead, that his bones might afterwards 
be diftinguilhed from theirs. Now feeing the fliips approach wi'h their white fails 
fwelling on the furface of the waves, they firmly believed the prophery was fulfilled, 
and went to the cave where Yore was buried, and there found his bones crumbled to 
duft ; upon which they ran joyfully to the Ihore to receive their god Eraoranzan. * 

When John de Betancour anchored in the port, he took great care in landing bis 
men, for fear of being overpowered by the iftanders, who were crowding to the 
water-fide; but finding that they were unarmed, and {hewed no figns of hoftility, 
he approached them, and was received with every demonlfratioii of joy •and. 
friendfnip: the natives conduced the Europeans to their houfes, and treated them with 
the beft of every thing they had. John de Bciancour having thus gia footing in Hierro, 
gave thanks to God for his fuccefs, and that no blo9d had been frut on the occafion. 
He {laid there fome days to rcfrefti his people, and then returned i e ueruveniuia, after 
leaving in Hierfo a mixed garrifon, compofed of Bifeayners, French, and Flemings, 
under the command of one Lazaro, a Bifcayner, to wlwm he gave a ftrict charge to 
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behave to the natives with ii^dulgence, and to ufe all poflible means to inftrudl: them in 
the faith and doQnne of thi Church of Rome. 

The name of this ifland, before the arrival of John de Betancour, was Efero, which 
fignifies, in the language of its ancient inhabitants, Strong: when the Spaniards {hewed 
them iron, they found it exceeding every thing in ftrengtb, therefore they called it 
Efero ; and afterwards, when they began to fpeak the Cailillian language, they called 
iron indifferently by the name of Efero, or Hierro, which laft is the Spanifh word for 
that metal; fo that they at laft tranflated the real name of the ifland Efero into the 
Spanifh one Hierro, which it retains to this day. But the Portuguefe and fome others ^ 
following their own dialeft, call it Ferro: and fome will have it, that the natives 
called it Fcr ; though there is no proof for this alfertipn. 

The four iflands, Lancerota, Fuertaventura, Gomera, and Hierro, being now con¬ 
quered, the natives converted, and order eftabliflicd among them, John de Betancour, 
sifter taking fome repofe, began to think ferioufly of retrieving his honour, which he 
imagined had been fullied by the unfuccefsful attack on Canaria; and to avenge him- 
felf on the natives for the lofs of fo many brave foldiers as had fallen in that ex¬ 
pedition. 

Accordingly, in November 1406, he muftered all his forces, embarked with them, 
and failed for Canaria. But fearing his fhips might be deferied by'the natives of that 
ifland, he avoided approaching the coaft till evening ; when, under favour of the night, 
he anchored in the port of Gando, and that he might not alarm the Canarians, dif- 
embarked his men filently, placed fome parties in ambufii, and prepared for an attack 
by day-break. However, the Canarians having, fince the firft invafion of their ifland, 
kept a conftant look-out for the approach of an enemy (and lln’ps may be feen from 
the tops of the high mountains of Canaria at a great diftauce), he found his fchemes 
all fruftrated j for, the evening before, the natives had difeovered his fleet, and were 
prepared to give thofe difturbers of their repofe a warm li^ception: accordingly, when 
the Europeans difembarked in the night, they watched all their motions, unperceived 
by them; and after having formed counter-ambufeades, they gave a great fltout, as a 
fignal for the attack, and fell fuddenly upon Betancour and his men with fuch impe- 
tuofity that they were put to the rout, great numbers being killed and wounded. Had 
it not been for John de Betancour’s remarkable prefence of mind in rallying his men 
for a retreat, ioined with the courage and difeipline of his troops, not one of thofe 
that had landed could have efcaped; and, after all, it was with the greateft difficulty 
they regained their fliips. This repulfe obliged John de Betancour, againft his will, 
to return back with his troops to liLs iflands of Lancerota and Fuertaventura, where he 
remained fome time, inconfolable for his bad fuccefs, notwithftanding all the people 
could do to divert his grief, fo much was he vexed with this difappointment. But 
fime, which conquers every thing, got the better of his uneafmefs, and at length to¬ 
tally diffipated it, fb that he began to contrive how to repair his bad fortune. After 
anxioufly revolving many fchemes in his mind for that end, he determined upon one, 
which was that of going again to Spain, to folicit aflfiftance from the King of Caftille, 
Don Henry III, by wWe aid he had been enabled to conquer the iflands of Fuertaven¬ 
tura, Gomera, and Hierro j and was the more encourkged to hope for fuccefs from 
the many connexions and relations which he had at the court of Caftille. He then 
feat for the chiefs of the four iflands, natives as well as Europeans, to whom he opened 
his iiund at large, concerning his intended voyage to Spain, and his projeX of fub- 
dtting the other three iflands, efpccially Canaria, where they had been hitherto fo 
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grievoufly baffled ; telling them, at the fame time, that he hoped (hortly to return 
with large fupplies of men, money, fliipping, and othej neceflanes : moreover he pro- 
mifed to go to Rome, lo requeft of the Pope to fend over a Bilhop to .alee care of 
their fouls. He, above all things, recommended to them to live in amity and concord 
during his abfence ; and gave them fome necclfary inftriidlions in relation to the pre- 
ferving peace with the natives; acquainting them at the fame time th^t he intended to 
make his nephew, Mafon de Betancour, Governor of the iflands in his abfence, of 
whofe prudence and good-will towards them all he was well aflured j and that he 
would proteft and befriend every one to the utmoft of his power. He then proceeded 
to make a partition of lands, referving to himfelf th.; fifth part of the produce of the 
four iflands ; but declared to the Europeans who had afiifted him in conqne.iiig them, 
that he would deprive them of no part of their prefent polfcflions till after the expira- 
titjn of nine years. This exemption he intended as a reward for their fidelity and the 
hardfhips which they had endured in his fervice. As to Mafon de Betancour, he made 
over to him the third part of his fifth of the produce of the iflands, and declared him 
foie inheritor of the whole after his death. He gave him orders to build two churches, 
one in Lancerota, in the valley and village of Teguis, which is named St. Mary de 
Betancour ; and the other in Fuertaventura, called the church of St. Mary, from which 
the valley and village fo called take their names. 

The government of the conquered iflands being thus fettled, John de Betancour 
gathered all the orchilla*, goat fkins, tallow, and flaves which he could procure, em¬ 
barked them in three Ihips, and fet fail, leaving another fhip in Lancerota to load with 
orchilla, which he ordered his nephew to fend to Italy. He arrived fafe at the port 
of St. Lucar de Baremeda, where he was received by the Count de Nieble, Don Henry 
de Guzman, father of the firll Duke of Medina Sidonia, with whom he ftaid a fliort 
time to refrdh hirnfelf after the fatigue of his voyage, and then went to the court of 
Caftille, where he was,^racioufly • "eived by Queen Catherine, widow of Henry III. 
and the Infant Don Feromando, then guardians to the young Prince Don John. They 
were greatly pleafed to hear from his own mouth an account of the Canary Iflands, 
with his adventures there. They promifed him their afliftance in reducing thofe which 
remained unconquered, made him many valuable prefents, and furniflied him with an 
equipage and every thing neceflary for his journey to Rome at their own expence. 
After remaining fome time in that city, where he law every thing remarkable, he went 
to Avignon to wait on Pope Benedidl XIII, who, at his requeft, appointed a Bifhop for 
the Canary Iflands, with the title of Bifliop of Rubicon : this was one Albert, a Francif- 
can Friar, and native of Seville in Spain, brother to Guillen Peraza, of whom we fliall 
have occafion to make mention hereafter. From Avignon our adventurer went to his 
own houfe of Betancour, in Normandy, to vifit his relations, and to fettle fome differences 
with his brother Reynald de Betancour, concerning his lands in that countr; : from 
thence he went to Granville, where he fell fick and died, in the year 1408, aged feVfnty 
years, eight of which he had employed in the conquett of the Fortunate Iflands. iHis 
body was interred in the great chapel of Granville ; and having no children, his poffef- 
fions in Normandy fell to his brother Reynald, otherwife M jrlet de Betancour. 

• * , 

* This la a weed which grows on the rocks by the fea-(hore of the Canary Iflands, and other places in 
the fame climate. 
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BOOK II. 

Of the Etymology of the Word Canaria^ ^c. 

IN theforego'mg book we find that John de Betancour name this iiland Gran Canaria, 
adding (he epithet Grand to its former name Canaria. He did not this on account of 
its fize (for it is not the larged of the Canary Iflamls), but becaufe of the ftrength, 
courage, and number of its inhabitants, who baffled all his attempts to fubdue them. 
But how it came by the name Canaria is not eafy to determine ; for fmee thofe iflands 
were known by the name of the Fortunate Iflands, this has always retained its proper 
name, Canaria. Pliny fays, that this ifland was named Canaria on account of its 
abounding with dogs of a very large fize, two of which were prefented to Juba, King 
of Mauritania. This opinion, however, feems to want foundation ; for it is natural to 
fuppofe that thefe dogs would have increafed greatly fince Pliny’s time, whereas on the 
contrary, when the Europeans came to Canaria they found not any dogs on the ifland. 
Other authors (among whom are Francifeo de Tamara, in his Cuiloms of all Nations; 
and Homara, in his General Hiftory of the Indies) affirm that this inland is called 
Canaria from the natives eating, like dogs, raw fleffl in great quantities ; but this af- 
fertion is falfe j for the natives ate flefli very moderately, and never raw. It is true, 
indeed, they only half roafted it; and the reafon they gave to the Spaniards, at the 
time of the conqueft, for this kind of cookery, was, that the juice of the meat is its 
fubftante, coiifequently the bell and mod proper nourilhment for men. 

My author gives two opinions concerning the name Canaria, which indeed appear 
more probable than either of the foregoing. 

The firll is, that in Canaria there are a great many thorny bulhes, which bear fruit 
of a red colour, called in Latin, Uva Canina, i. e. Dog’s Grapife. Thofe who difeovered 
this ifland in the time of the Romans, feeing fuch a number of tliofe bulhes, might 
from them name the iiland Canaria. 

The fecond opinion is, that it is named Canaria becaufe it abounds with an herb, 
called. In Latin, Canaria (but in the Callillian language Triguera), which the dogs eat 
in the fpring, to caufe themfelves to vomit or purge. When people fend their horfes 
to the field to graze, they take care to prevent their feeding in places where much of 
this herb grows, as it caufeth a great increafe of blood in them, and that fo fuddenly 
as to fubjed: them to danger of fuffocation. He adds, that in the Ikirts of Mount 
Atlas, in Africa, there is a tribe of Africans called Canarios, who, perhaps, firll dif- 
(overed and peopled this ifland, and called it after their own name. But after all 
thofe opinions, he does not inform us what name the natives called the iiland by, which 
is cqrtainly a great omiffion ; however, by his manner of treating the etymology of the 
name, it is to be fuppofed he took it for granted that they themfelves called their 
ifland Canaria. 

Pliny* makes mention qf a people called Canarii, who dwelt beyond Mount Atlas*, 
and bordering upon the country of the Peroefi Ethiopians. . 

Ptolemy the geographer calls Cape Blanco, In Africa, or feme other cape on that coall, 
fronting the Canary Iflands, Ganaria Extrema: and the BlaCks, who now live on the 
banks of the river Senegal, call all that country between that river and Mount Atlas, 

I 

t 

• Tills country is that part of Africa adjacent to the Canary Ifland*. 

Gannar. 
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vxannar. ronnerly they knew more of it than at prefent, which I (hall have ©ccafion* 
to prove in the defcription of that country. * 

From this flmilitude of names one would be naturally*^ led to believe tha*' the natives 
of the iiland Canaria and thofe of the neighbouring continent of Africa, were one and 
the fame people. For Pliny was certainly mifinformed when he related, that the 
Canarii bordering upon the Peroefi Ethiopians, were fo called from ^heir living in 
fellowfhip with dogs, and lharing with, and devouring like them, the bowels of wild 
beafts. 

When the Europeans came fir ft to Gran Canaria, th.'^ ifland was fuppofed to contain 
no lefs than fourteen thoufand fighting men; but a gi jat fickuefs or plague prevailing 
amongft them fome time after, it fwept away two-thirds of the inhabitants. Tncy were 
of a dark complexion, like the natives of Lanccrota and Fuerlaventura, well propor¬ 
tioned, and of a good ftature; aftive, warlike, cheerful, good-natured, and ftri^lly 
faithful to their promifes, infomuch that they confidcred a lyc as the greateft of crimes. 
They were very fond of hazardous enterprizes, fuch as climbing to the top of fteep 
precipices, to pitch poles of fo great a weight, that one of them was a fufficient burden 
for a man of common ftrength to carry on level ground. The Spaniards affirm that 
the devil affifted them in placing thefe poles, that otliers, attempting the like might 
fall down headlcng and be deftroyed. My author fays, he believes this to be true ; 
and that the devil appeared to them in the fliape of an animal relcmbling a fiiock dog, 
and fometimes in other figures, which the natives call Tibicenas. 

The Canarians had nobility among them, who w'ere diftinguiftied from the vulgar 
by the peculiar cut of their hair and beards. It was not fufficient to entitle a rqan to 
nobility, that he was the offspring of noble or rich parents; but he was to be formally 
declared noble by the J’aycag, a perfon of great rank, and next in dignity to the 
Guanarteme, whofe bufinefs it was to decide differences among tlie natives and regu¬ 
late the ceremonies of their religion : fhort, he was a prieft, and aded alfo as a 

judge in chil affairs. Their manner of conferring nobility was very fingular: at a 
determined time of life, the fon of a nobleman let his hair grow long ; and when he 
found he had ftrength fufficient to bear tiic fatigues of war, he went to the Faycag, 
and faid, “ I am fuch an one, the fon of fucli a nobleman, and defire to be ennobled 
“ alfo.” Upon which the Faycag went to the town or village where the young man 
was brought up, and there aiTembled all the nobles and others of that place, whom 
he made to fwear folemnly by Acoran, their god, to declare the truth concerning 
him. He then alked them, if they had ever feeu the youth demean himfelf fo fiir as 
to drefs victuals or to go into the folds to look after Iheep or goats, and whether he 
was ever known to milk or kill them : if they knew any thing of hii Healing cattle, 
or forcibly taking them away from the owners in time of peace ; whciher he waif, any 
way difeourteous, ill-tongued, or guilty of any indecent behaviour, efpecially to we men. 
If to thefe queftions they all anfwered in the negative, then the Faycag cut the youfti^ 
hair in a round form, and fo fhort as not to haag beneath his cars; then giving into 
bis hand a ftaff or pole called Magade, declared him noble. But, on the other hand, 
if the ftanders-by cotdd cliarge him with any of thofe things, of. ”inch the I'uycag had 
interrogated them, and bripg fufficient proof thereof, then inffead of being declared 
noble, the Faycag lhaved his head, and fent him away in difgracc, by which he was 
rendered incapable of nobilify, and remained ever after a plcbeic . 

In their wars they held it as bafe and mean to moleft in' n.jure the women and 
children of the enemy, confidering them as weak and helplefs, therefore improper ol>jads 
of their refentmeni: neither did they throw down or damage the itoufes of worffnp. 

Iffic 
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The weapons ufed by the Canarians in war, were clubs, which they called Modagas j 

and ftiarp-pointed poles, harc^med by fire, and thefe they named Amodagas. But 
after the Europeans began to invade their ifland, they made targets ii imitation of 
theirs; and fwords of Te-a, or pitch-pine, the edges of which were hardened by fire, 
and tempered in fuch a manner that they cut like fteel. 

Befides thefe, they had many other weapons, taken at different times from the Euro¬ 
peans, and which they carefully preferved, and made good ufe of, in the day of battle. 

But their chief ftrength lay in the before-mentioned Amodagas or wooden fpears, 
and /tones, which they threw with great force and dexterity. 

They had public places fet apart for fighting duels, in which were eminences or 
ftages, raifed for the combatants to fight on, that they might be the more eafily ob- 
ferved by all the fpeftators. When a challenge was given and accepted, the parties 
went to the Council of the ifland, called in the Canarian language Sabor, fwhich con- 
fifted of twelve members called Gayres) for a licence to fight, which was eafily obtained. 
Then they went to the Faycag to have this licence confirmed; which being done, they 
gathered together all their relations and fi-iends, not to alfift them (for thofe people 
looked on with the fame compofure as if the combat had been between two beads •), 
but to be fpeftators of their gallantry and behaviour. The company then repaired to 
the public place, or theatre, where the combatants mounted upon two ftones, placed 
at the oppofite fides of it, each ftone being flat at top, and about half a yard in diameter, 
on thefe they flood fafl without moving their feet, till each had thrown three round 
Hones at his aniagonift. Though they were good markfmen, yet they generally avoided 
thofe piillive weapons by the agile writhing of their bodies. Then arming themfelves 
with (harp flints in their left hands, and cudgels or clubs in their right, they drew near 
and fell on, beating and cutting each other till they were tired ; when the parties, by 
confcnt, retired with their friends, to eat and drink, but foon after returned to the 
fcene of aftion, and renewed the engagement, cudgelled an^;cut each other with great 
dexterity as before, until the Gayres called out Gama! Gama! (i. e. Enough! Enough! 
or Give over!) when they immediately left off, and ever after remained good friends. 

If during the time of the combat, one of the parties happened to break his cudgel, 
then the other immediately defifled from flriking, and fo the difpute ended, and the 
pwties were reconciled, neither of them being declared viftor. Thofe duels were gene¬ 
rally fought on public feftivals, rejoicings, or fuch like occafions, which drew together 
a great concourfe of people, when the combatants had an opportunity to difplay their 
dexterity, ftrength, and valour. Thefe fpeftacles made a great impreffion on the minds 
of the youth, exciting in them a fpirit of emulation to excel in gallant feats. If either 
of the combatants happened to be deeply wounded, they beat a rufli till it became like 
tow, .and dipping it in melted goats butter, applied it to the wound, as hot as the 
patient could bear it: the older the butter was, the fooner it effeflcd a cure. 

(< 

Of their Marriages, Manner of educating their Children, of their Worjhip, their Oaths, 

• ^ and their Habits. 

NONE of the Canarians had more than one wife, and.the wife one hufband, con¬ 
trary to what fome mifinforraed authors affirm. When the parents were inclined to 
marry their daughter, they fet hec apart thirty days, during which they fed her 

* The Spaniards, and many other Europeans, when they challenge, do not fight in earneft before a 
multitude of fpeftators, like the Eiiglifli, when they box publicly in the itrects: therefore my author (being 
ii Spaniard) makes the abore remark, 

, with 



CIAS’S HISTORY OF THE CANARY ISLANDS. 819 

with large quantities of milk and goffio, in order to fatten her; for tlj/jjr Imagined 
lean women were Icfs capable of conceiving children than thofe who w'ere fat. It has 
alfo been faid, that the night before the bride was prei'ented to her hufb-'nd, fiie was 
delivered to the Guanarteme, who, if he did not chufe to lie with her hhnfelf, gave her 
to the Faycag, or to fome other noble perfon of his intimate acquaintance, to enjoy her : 
but the prefent natives deny that fuch a cuftom ever exifted among^ their anceftors. 
They were very careful in the education of their children, and never failed to chadife 
them when they did araifs. It was alfo cuftomary to propofe two of the youth as 
examples for the reft, the one of virtue, the other of vice j and when a child did any 
thing to difpleafe its parents, they told it that fuc' an adion was like thofe of the 
perfon fet up as a bad example; on the other hand, when they did any tlj’”^ praife- 
worthy, it was commended, and told that fuch behaviour was amiable, and refembled 
that of the good perfon. This fort of inftrudion had the deftred effed, by raifmg the 
fpirit of emulation among the youth to excel in virtuous adions. 

The Canarians had among them religious women, called Magadas, a number of 
whom lived together in one houfe. There were many of thofe houfes in Canaria, which 
were held facred ; and criminals who fled to any of them, were proteded from the 
officers of juftice. The Magadas were diftinguilhed from other women by their long 
white garments, which fwept the ground as they walked. The convents or houfes in 
which they dwelt were called Tamoganteen Acoran (i. e. houfes of god); but houfes 
of worlhip were called by the Canarians Almogaren (i, e. temples or holy houfes) j they 
were daily fprinkled with the milk of goats from whom they did not take the kids, and 
which were fet apart for giving milk for that purpofe. They held that this Acoran 
dwelt on high, and governed every thing on the earth. They adored him by ‘putting 
their hands together, and lifting them towards heaven. 

In the ifland there are two rocks, one in the diftrid of Gaidar, named Tirmac; the 
other in Telde, called Vinicaya I’o thefe rocks they went in proceflion in times of 
public calamity, accompanied by the religious women called Magadas, carrying in 
their hands branches of palm-trees, and vefl'els filled with milk and butter, which they 
poured on the rocks, dancing round them, and finging mournful fongs like dirges, or 
what the Spaniards call Endechas; from thence they went to the fea-fide, and all at 
once and with one accord ftruck the water forcibly with their rods, Ihouting together 
at the fame time with a very loud voice. Their divifion of lime was not by days, 
weeks, and years, as with us, but they reckoned by moons. 

The habit of the Canarians was a tight coat, with a hood to it like that of a Capuchin 
Friar; it reached down to the knees, and was girded about tlie waift with a leather 
ftrap or girdle. This garment was made of a fort of riifli, which, they beat until it 
was quite foft like flax, and then divided the filaments and wove them r.ogethor., (.)ver 
this they wore cloaks of goat Ikins, with the hairy fide outwards in furaKiCr, and m- 
wards in winter. They alfo wore caps nude of the fleins of goats, taken off alm^ft 
entire, which they placed in fuch a manner on their heads that they had a goat’s bemd 
hanging under each ear, which they fometimes tied under the chin. All thefe gar¬ 
ments were neatly fewed and painted, and in every other refyeft much more furious 
than thofe of the natives in. the other iflands. Some ivore bonnets of Ikins, adorned 
with feathers. Their Ihoes were made of raw hides, like thofe in Lancerbta and Fuer- 
taventura. 


'ihey 


# They fworc by*thefe rocks, and thofe oaths were very folenm. 
VOL. XVI. 5 N 



820 


OLAS'S HISTORY OF THE CANARY ISLANDS. 

' They had public houfes, or rooms, in which they affembled to dance and fing. 
The Canarian dance is ftill inj ufe in thefe iflands, and is called Canario; its ftep is 
quick and'fliort. Their fongs were either dirges or amorous fonnets, fet to grave and 
plaintive tunes. 


df their Punijhments, Employmentsy and Manner of living. 

THE Canarians were remarkable for their good government, regularity, and ftrift 
adniiniftration of jiifticc. When a man committed a crime deferving of death, they 
apprehended him and put him in prifon, where he was tried, and immediately upon 
conviction they led him to the place of execution, which was the fame where they ufed 
to ftaft, wreftlc, and fight duels. Here the delinquent was ftretched on the ground, 
and his head placed on a flat Hone; then the executioner, who was a man fet apart 
for that office, taking up a large heavy ftone, and lifting it as high as he could, he 
fuddenly let it fall on the criminal’s head. But for crimes that were not worthy of 
death, they ufed the Lex Talionis, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, he. 

None of the Canarians txercil'ed the trade of a butcher except the dregs of the 
people. This employment was accounted fo ignominious, that they would not fo 
much as allow one of that profeffion to enter into any of their houfes, or to touch any 
Thing belonging to them. It was made unlawful for the butchers even to keep com¬ 
pany with any but thofe of tlicir own profeffion ; and when they wanted any thing of 
another perfon, they were obliged to carry a ftaff with them, and point at what they 
wanted, Handing at a confiderable diftance. As a recompence for this abjeef Hate, 
the natives were obliged to fupply the butchers with every thing they had occafion for. 
It was not lawful for any Canarian, except the butchers, to kill cattle: when any 
perfon wanted his beaft, &c. to be killed, he was obliged to lead it to the public fham- 
bles, but was not allowed to enter himfclf; and this prohibition extended even to the 
women and children. 

The houfes in Gran Canaria were built of ftone, without cement, but fo neat and 
regular that they made a beautiful appearance. At the top they laid wooden beams 
or ratters, very dole to each other, and covered them with earth. The walls of thefe 
houfes were very low, and the floors funk lower than the level of the ground on which 
they flood, being fo contrived for the advantage of warmth in the winter leafon. 
Their beds and bedding were goat fldns dreffed in the hair, after a moft curious 
manner. 'Their other furniture confiftcd of bafkets, and mats of palm-leaves and 
rufhes, made extremely neat, and very ingenioully wrought. 'I’hcre were among 
them,, people whofe foie occupation was to build houfes and manufa£lurc mats, &c. 
The women in general w^ere employed in painting and dying; and in the proper feafoa 
tl^y very carefully gathered the flowers, flirubs, &c. from which they extraded -the 
feveral colours. The threads they ufed for fewing and other purpofes were made of 
the fpringy nerves or tendons of the loins of fheep, goats, or fwine, with which they 
were Vupplied by the bvichers. Thefe they firft anointed with butter, and afterwards 
prepared by fire in fuch a manner that they could fplit them into fine threads at their 
pleafure. Their needles were made of bone, and their fifh-hooks of horn. All their 
ve.Tels ufed in cookery were made«ofclay, hardened by‘the fun, which they called 
Ganigos. Their wealth confifted chiefly in goats, which they called Aridaman ; and 
forae flieep, which they called 'Taiwan: they had alfo hogs, which they named Ta- 

g guacen. 
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jjuacen. Their common food was barley-meal roafled, which they called Goffio, an^ 
ear with milk or goats fleih. When they made a feali] they dreffed this latter with 
hog’s lard or butter, and this diili they called I’amazanona. Their barley which they 
c.illed Afaiiiotan *, they ground with a hand-mill. The following is the manner in 
which they ploughed their lands; about twenty people alTenibled together, each having 
a wooden inllrument (not unlike a hoe) with a fj)ur or tooth at the end or it, on which 
they fixed a goat's horn; with this they broke the ground, and afterwards took care, 
if the rain came not in its proper feafon, to moilten it with water, which they brought 
by canals from the rivulets. The women gathered in lac corn, of W'hich they reaped 
only the ears; thefe they ihreflicd with flicks, or bt. i with their feet, and then win¬ 
nowed in their hands. 

Their only fruits were vicacorras, mocanes, and wild dates; and fome time before 
theconqueft of their ifland, they had figs : green figs they call Arcliormafe, and dried 
ones Tehaunenen. Their poor lived by the fea-coaft, chiefly on filh which they catched 
in the night-time, by making a blaze on the water with torches of pitch-pine. In the 
day-time, whenever they difeovered a flioal of fard’nas,-* fmall fifli refembling herrings 
or pilchards, a great number of men, women, and children waded into the fea, and 
Iwimming beyond the Ihoal, chafed the fifh tov/arJs tlie fliorc ; then with a net, made 
of a tough kina of rufli, they enclofed and drew them to land, and there made an 
equal divifioii of their prize: in doing this, every woman in the company who had 
young children, received a fliarc for each ; or if fhe happened to be with child, (he 
received a fhare for the child in her womb. 

When any of their nobles died, they brought out the corpfc and placed it .in the 
fun, took out the bowels and entrails, which they waflied, and then buried in the 
earth : the body they dried, and fwathed round with bandages of goat Ikins, and then 
fixed it upright in a cave, cloathed with the fame garments which die deceafed wore 
when alive. But if no proper cave . ,s at hand, they can ied the dead body to one of 
thole ftony places now called Mai Paices, where, levelling the ground and fixing the 
fmall loofe (tones, they made a coffin of very Ikrge ones, placed lO as not to touch the 
body j then they took another large flone, two yards in length, wrought into a round 
form, and with this they clofed the coffin, and afterwards filled up the niche between 
the top of the round flone and the outer part of the fidcs of the coffin with fmall (tones, 
in fo neat a manner, that every one who beholds them muft be furprifed at the in¬ 
genuity of this people. Some of their dead bodies were put into chefls, and after¬ 
wards depofited in a kind of flone fepulchres. There were certiJn pcrlbns among 
them whole profeflion it was, and who were fet apart for the purpofe of preparing the 
dead bodies burial, and making up the tombs. 

The lower clals of people were buried in the Mai Paices, in holes covered wirfi dry 
ftoncs; and, excepting thoie bodies which were placed upright in the caves, all the 
others were laid with their heads towards the north. 

• I liave reafon to believe that by my author’s iici^lij^ence thefe two wards are tranfpofed: Tam|iBauoBa 
Ggnifyiug Barky, and Afamotun, the above mciuiuuca dilh. 
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BOOK III. 

Of ihe IJlanU of Palma, and of the ancient Inhabitants thereof j their Manners, 

Cujloms, Worjhip, lefc. 

TT is not pofitivciy known how this ifland came firft to be called Palma. In all pro- * 
bability it received this name from the Europeans at the time of their difeovering it, 
for the natives called it Benahoare, which in their language fignifics My Country*. 
When the Europeans firft landed on this ifland, it produced no fort of corn, or 
eatable roots, excepting the roots of fern, of which the natives made meal (as the 
inhabitants of this and fome other of the Canary Iflands do to this day), and alfo of 
the feed of a tree or Ihrub called Amagante. Both thefe forts of meal they ate mixed 
with milk or broth. Their other forts of food were flelh of goats, flieep, and hogs, 
which they ate either roafted or boiled. The fkins of the two firfl: ferved them lor 
cloathing, and of the latter they made flioes. The weapon they ufqd in war was a 
ftaff or pole, Iharpened at the point and hardened by fire, which they called Moca. 


. Of the Ifland of Thenerife or Tenerife. 

THE next ifland was named Thenerife, or the White Mountain, by the natives of 
Palma; I'hener, in their language, fignifying a Mountain, and Ife, White: the Pike, 
or fummit of Thenerife being always covered with I'now. This name has been con¬ 
tinued to it by the Spaniards ever fince; but the natives called it Chineche, and 
themfelves Vincheni: how the Spaniards came to give them the name of Guanches, is 
sot known. 


An Inquiry concerning the Origin if the Natives of the Canary IJlands. 

PLINY fays, “ There are no inhabitants in the Fortunate Iflands.” And in another 
place he fays, “ In Canaria are velliges of buildings, which tellify that it was for- 
** merly inhabited.” 

PRitarch’s Fortunate Iflands were alfo peopled, according to Iiis account of them j 
for he fays in one place, “ The foil is fo abundantly fruitful, that it produces fppn- 
*{ taneoufly plants and fruits, for ufe and delicacy, fufficient to anfwer the wants and 
“ delight the palates of the inhabitants.” Defcribing the temperature of the climate, 
he fays, “ It is firmly believed even by the barbarous natives themfelves, that this is 
“ the feat of the Blelled.” 

* When the Spaniard* afleed the meaning of the word Benahoare, /.he natives would naturally anfwer, 
• This Place, our Land, my Country, thitf Ifland, or our Dwelling-place j’ but I have rcafon to imagine 
that it <hd not literally fignify My Country. 
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If thefe iflands were formerly inhabited, what became of the natives afterwards? 
for Madeira^ and Porto Santo, when difcovered by th(^ Portugueze, were utterly de« 
ftitute of inhabitants. It muft have been owing to fome uncommon event, ihat all thefa 
people abandoned their native country, witliout fo much as leaving a fmgle family be¬ 
hind. But if they perilhed in the ifland, it is flill more extraordinary ; for we never 
heard of the whole inhabitants of any country being de'lroyed without exception, by 
war, faspine, peftilence, or any other calamity. If 1 may be allowed to gucfs at the 
caufe of this depopulation, we rnuft obferve that almoft two thirds of each of the Canary 
Iflands are now covered with calcined rocks, pumice 'tones, and black dull: or allies, 
which have formerly been thrown out from volcanoes, the remains of which are ftill to 
be feen in every one of thofe iflands. 

I do not think it improbable, that many of the natives might have been deftroyed 
by thole violent eruptions; and that the remainder, being terrified, abandoned their 
country, and went in queft of new habitations: but where they went, is a queftion 
not eafily folved; though fome writers aflert, that they palled over to America: but 
this is mere conjecture. 

From two paflages in the Nubian Geographer, it would feem that there were inha¬ 
bitants in the Canary Iflands, Madeira, or Po to Santo, fome time after the conqueft 
of Spain by thfc Moors, and before the Spaniards expelled the Moors from Lilbon, in 
1147. Of this the reader may judge for himfclf, as I lhall here tranferibe thofe 
paflages. 

Part I. Of the I’hird Climate. “ In this fea is alfo the ifland of two brothers, 
“ magicians} the one of which is called Sciarraham, and the other Sciaram. 

“ This port is oppofite to Afafi*, and is at fo fmall a diltance from it, that, when 
“ the air on the fea is clear and free from clouds, you can difeern fmoke on the Con- 
“ tinent. There is alfo in this fea an ifland of fheep, which is large and covered with 
“ a dark cloud f; in which ifland , .c innumerable fheep, but fmall, arid their llefli 
“ extremely bitter to the tafte, and unfit for food; and this likewife appears from the 
“ relation of the Almaghrurin (Wanderers).” 

Part I. Of the Fourth Climate. ” Oppofite to Lilbon (which is fituated on the 
coall of the Dark Sea), on the South bank of the river is the caftle of Almaaden 
“ (of treafure), fo called from gold ivhich is thrown out after a ftorm at fea. From 
“ Lilbon went out Almaghrurin (the Wanderers), who attempted the Dark Sea, to 
“ make difeoveries; and from them a path in the town, not far from the lake, takes 
its name, which it will retain to lateft ages. 

“ And this is their hiflory. Eight men, who were coufins, having built a merchant- 
“ fhip, and provided it with water and neceflary provifions for feveral months, began 
“ their voyage as foon as the eaft wind began to blow: and when they had failed 
“ almoft eleven days, with a fair wind, they came at laft to a certain fea whofe 
thick waters had a difagreeable fmell. Where there were many rocks and a dvdky 
“ light: wherefore, being afraid of certain Ihipwreck, they altered their courfe, 

* That this i* Azaffi in Barbary is beyond all doubt, as may be feen ’ what he fays thereof in the 
defeription of the kingdom of Morocco: although Porto Santo is not fo near the Continent as he repre- 
fents it, yet it is exadly, as he fays, fronting Audi, or oppofite to it. • 

f I'his anfwers exaftly to tlm gloom or cloud that furrounded Madeira, when difcovered by the Por- 
tugueze, and which made them afraid to venture near it.* The iflands -nerife, Palma, and Madeira 
appear at a diftauce ( when the trade-wind blows) like thick dark clouds, r iaideira was full of woods wlicn 
(iiltovcrcd, which no doubt attrattcd*the vapours, and made it appear more gloomy, 

• “ fulling 



824 


GLAS S- HISTORy OF THE CANARY ISLANDS. 


failing twelve days to the fguth, they landed upon an ifland of Oieep, of cUHe, 
“ where innumerable flocks Arayed without a fliepherd or guide. Here they found 
“ a fountain of running water, which was ovcr-lhadowed by a wild fig-tree. And 
having caught fonie fliecp, or cattle, they killed them ; but perceiving their flefli fo 
“ bitter that it could not be eaten, they only took their Ikins. After tills, failing alfo 
twelve days ^at the fouth, they deferied at a didance a certain illand, and feeing 
“ habitations and cultivated lands, they failed near to it, to inakc farther dj^overies. 
“ But not long after, they were furrounded with boats, taken prifbnors, and conducted, 
“ together with their Ihip, to a certain town fituated on tire fea cordi; where when 
“ they arrived they faw reddifli men, with thin and long hair, and tall in ftature; the 
W'omcn were alfo furprifingly beautiful. They were kept there for thiajc days, in a 
“ certain houfe; but on the fourth day a man came to them, and alked them, in 
“ Arabic, concerning their condition, for what they came, and to whom they belonged ? 
When they had told him all their fiery, he promifed happy things to them, aiul at 
the fame time told them he was the King’s interpreter. Wherefore, the next day, 
“ being brought to the King, and interrogated by him about the fame things which 
the interpreter had afked, they told the King the fame llory which they had told the 
“ interpreter the day before; that they had ventured to fea to dilcover whatever was 
“ remarkable or wonderful in it, and to penetrate to its utmod bounds. The King 
“ hearing thefe things, laughed, and faid to the interpreter, d’ell thefe men, that my 
father commanded fome of his fubje£ts to fail this fea ; and they failed by its breadth 
“ a whole month, fo that the light failed them altogether, and fo their voyage was 
“ vain and ufdefs. Moreover, the King commanded the interpreter to proinife good 
things in his name to thefe people, and to bid them put their confidence in him. 
“ i hey were then conduced back to the place of their confinement, and detained 
there till the weft wind began to blow. Then being put into a boat, with their eyes 
“ bound, they were fent to fea; where, according to their relation, they remained 
“ three days and nights: at length they arrived at the Continent, where they were 
“ put on fhore, with their hands tied behind their backs, and thus left to fhift for 
“ theml'clvcs. In this condition they lay till day-break, during which time they fuf- 
“ feted the greatefl uncafmefs from being bound fo tight. But at length hearing a 
“ noife of human voices, they altogether called aloud for help j when fome people 
“ approaching, and feeing them in this miferable condition, enquired of them the 
“ caufe : thefe people (who were barbarians) afked them if they knew how far they 
“ were from thi ir (jwm country ? 'I’o which they replied, they could not tell. Upon 
“ this they were told that it wa; two months travel. The commander of thefe un- 
fortunate men hearing this, burfl out into this exclamation, Va Asfi ! i. e. Alas! 
wha); we lufl'er! and the place has ever fmee been called Asii. It is a harbour in 
“ the wedermod part of thecoad, of which we have already made incution.” 

As the Nubian Geographer liad not the above-mentioned account from the adven¬ 
turers themfelves, we may reafonably conclude that we have not the relation of the 
voyage exadly as it w'as performed ; but if there is any truth in it at all, the illand 
where file voyagers wero blind folded, and from tiicnce fent to Azaffi, can be no other 
than one of the Cianary Hlands, Madeira, or Porto Santo, -ajl which he within three 
days fail of Azaffi. 

Of all thole iflands, Fuertaventura bids faireft for the Ifland of the two brothers, 
piagicians. bccaule in ckar weather it may be perceived from the continent of that part 
cf Africa luuatcd to the fouth-wefl of Azaffi. 


Now 
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Npw as Azaffi was at that time the remoteft fea-port town to the lout i-wefl, 1 ; Is# 

► probable that the natives of the continent oppofite to FiKT'avcntura, c miinp;* to Azalii 
to trade, migift inform the inhabitants of that town, th;i/from their coaft t! cy always, 
in clear weather, obferved an illand. This will account for our auih.ir’s laving, 

“ This port looks towards Azafli, and is at fo fniall a dillance from it, ihat, when 
“ the air on the fea is clear and free from clouds, you can difeern finokc on the 
“ Continent.” * 

I fliall 1 !ow proceed to give fome account of the original of thofe people deferibed 
in the foregoing Hillory of the Difeovery and Conquc'l of the Canary lllaiids. 'I’he 
author of that Hidory has written no lefe than three 1 do pages to confute an opinion, 
held by fome, that the natives of the Canaries were the defeendants of the ten iJes of 
Ifrael that were carried into captivity by the AlTyrians. 

His own opinion is, that they came from Mauritania; and this he founds on the 
refcmlilance of names of places in Africa and in the iflands; for, fays he, “ Telde, 

“ which is the name of the oldeft habitation in Canaria, Orotava, and Tegefte, are 
“ all names which w'e find given to places in Mauritania and in Mount Atlas. 

“ It is to be fuppofed that Canaria, Fuertaventura, and Lancerota, were peopled by 
“ the Alarbes, who are the nation moll edeemed in Barbary; for the natives of thofe 
“ iflands named milk Aho, and barley Temafen, which are the names that are given 
“ thofe things in the language of the Alarbes of Barbary.” He adds, that— 

“ Among the books of a library that was in the cathedral of St. Anna, in Canaria, 

“ there was one, fo much disfigured and torn that it wanted both the beginning and 
“ the end ; it treated of the Romans, and gave an account, that when Africa was a 
“ Roman province, the natives of Mauritania rebelled, and killed their I’refidenfs and 

Governors; upon which the fonate, rcfolving to punifh and make a fevere example 
“ of tlic rebels, fciit a powerful army into Mauritania, which vanquiflied and reduced 
“ them again to obedience ; loon af . r, the ringleaders of the rebellion were put to 
“ death ; aad the tongues of the common fort, and of their wives and children, w’-ere 
“ cut out, and tlien they evere all put on board vclfels, with f'ine grain and cattle, 

‘‘ and tranfported to the Canary Iflands 

Whctlior the Canarians were exiles from Africa or not, I fliall not pretend to de¬ 
termine ; but :an perfuaded they came originally from thence. This may eafily be 
proved from the funilitude of cuflonis and language in South Barbary, to thofe of 
the natives of all the C'’anary Iflands, excepting Tenerife j. 

For inRtmce, the Libyans, before they gave their daughters in marriage, kept 
them apart fome lime, and fed them with milk till they became icry fat. When any 
of tlici.i were waamded, they poured hot butter into the wound. .And their principal 
difli, called Coufcoulfou, was much the fame with the Goflio of the Canarians. 

But the grcatell proof lies in the funilitude between the Canarian and Libyan 
languages. My auliior is miftaken when he fays, the languages of the iflands rtfem- 
blcd the langHiage fpoken by the Alarbes or Arabs of Barbary ; for the two v. oieV't 
he mentions arc not Arabic, but Shillha, the language now fpoken in the mountains 
in the kingdoms of Morocco, Suz, and other parts of Soutl, Barbary. • 

* One Tlumir.'-. Nicols, wlio liJcJ fcvcri years in the Canary Iflands, and wi. ie hiftory of'them, fays, that 
the bell aeconnt he einild get of the origin of the natives, was, that tliey ucre ■■ .lies from Africa, baniflicd 
thciiei- by the Homans, who cut out their tongues for blafpheti'.ing their goii 

The language in Tenerife, at the time of the conijucil, had no aitl...Vy to thefe fpoken in tlie _ 
rcll of the illauds: it feems to have lome rcfemblaiice of the Peruvian or fome other of the American 
tongues. 

It 
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It is fviJent that the Libyans did not come to the Canary Iflands till ^fterfSjiny 
had wrote his Natural Hiftory ; for he tells us that thofe iflands were then uninhabited; 
and it is as clear it muft hUve been before the conqueft of Barbary* by the Arabs, 
otherwife we flioiild have found fome of the ceremonies of the Mahomedan religion • 
among the Canarians. 

It is even not improbable that the Libyans who firfl: fettled in the iflands, fled thither 
to avoid falling into the hands of the vidlorious Arabs. ^ 

The natives of the Canary Iflands, at the time of the conqueft, knew not the ufe 
of boats, consequently the inhabitants of one ifland could not have any intercourfe wiih 
thofe of another; yet, fays my author, the languages of all of them, except that oi 
Tenerife, though very different, had forae affinity to each other. 

• All the Libyans profefs Mahomedanifm. 
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JOURNIES in the INTERIOR' of AFRICA. 

By Mr. Browne *. 


1 T I N 1‘ R A R 1 E S. 


from Cobbe to Ssnnaar. 

From Cobbe to Shawer - - 

From Shawer to Ril . . . , 

At Ril is a large pool of water, never completely dry, and a little 
to theE. of it afpacious houfe built by Sultan Teraub, eldeft brother 
of the prefent monarch. 

From Ril to Fadow - - . -1 

From Fadow to Cawb - - - - J 

Near Cawb commences a ridge of hills, ruiming N. and S. or 
nearly fo. 

From Cawb to Dm- Hummer 
From Dar lIumniAr to Emdi >Mean bearing 
From Kradi to K-'' > J 
In each of thefe towns are Fukhara, who adminifter juftice. 

From Krciga to Ibeit f . - - 

Between Ivreiga '•nd Ibeit is Habu-Harras, a place diftant from the 
former three hour.s. Its neiglibourhood Is laid out in gardens belong 
ing to the people ol' Dongola eftabliflied there, in which they cultivate 
onions, &c. The fituation of Abu Harras is in length N. and S. and 
the wells which fupply it with water are to the S. of the town. 

From Ibeit to Miteina - - - . 

From Miteina to Autofti ..... 
From Autolh to Yalsin . - 

Yafsin is a town of Fukkara. 

From Yafsin to Breiffa, deep fand 

From Breifl'a to Cone - - - 

Cone is at the foot of a mountain of the lime name, which lies S. 
of the road. Near Cone, a little S. of the road, is a pool of water, 
and this is a place where travellers commonly iepofe themfelves. 

From Cone to Kinuuna .... 

■ From Kinnana to Deggin - - - 

From Deggin to Hcllet.Allais |, on the Bahr-el-abiad, the |,jia«e 1 
which the ferry-boats frequent - - J 


Beanag. 


S.S.E. 


E. 


E. 


E. 


Daya. 

It 

2 


{I 


01 

2 


‘ See vol. XV. pag. io8. 

Ibeit is one of the principal town.ifof Kordofan : it is alfo the name of a unall diftrict. 

I The bearing of the road from Ril to Hellct Allais is reported to be generally E. with very f.nall 
variation. 
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Hellet Allais is fituated on the W. of the river. T^e river 

(Bahr-el-abiad) is here of fucti breadth, that the features of a pcrfon 
handing on the other fide cannot be diftinguiflicd, but the human 
voice is heard.—A number of trees is feen here to the W. of the 
river, not to the E. Hellet Allais is altogether built of clay. —A lai^c 
palm-tree grovfs in the middle of the town. 

On the eaftern fide of the river is Shiiluk—not far removed from it, 
being reported to be within fight of Allais. 

Shiiluk is a town of idolaters, built with clay. The inhabitants 
have no other clothing than bands of long grafs, which they pafs 
round the waift and between the thighs. 'J’hey are all black ; both 
fexes are accuftomed to fliave their heads. The people of Shillflk 
have the dominion of the river, and take toll of all paffengers, in 
fuch articles of traffic as pafs among them. The name SAil/uk is not 
Arabic, and its meaning is unknown.—When alked concerning their 
name or country, the people reply Shiiluk. When employed in tranf- 
porting Mohammedans acrofs the ferry, they occafionally exhibit the 
importance which their fituation gives them. After the Muflim has 
placed himfelf in the boat, they will aflc him, “ Who is the mailer of 
that river?” The other replies, as is ufual, “ Ullah or Rubbani”— 
God is the mailer of it. “ No,” anfwers the Shiiluk, “ you mull fay 
that fuch a one (naming his chief) is the mailer of it, or you lliall not 
pafs.” They are reprefented as lliewinghofpitality to fuch as come among 
them in a peaceable manner, and as never betraying thofe to whom 
they have once accorded protedlion. The particulars of their worfiiip, 
as in moll other inllances where 1 have h.ad my information from 
Mohammedans, have not been defcribed. 

From Shillhk to Dar Ruga - . - - 

From Dar Ruga to Waalia 

From Waalia to Shadli - - - - 

From Shadli to Sennaar - - - - 

Sennar, Medinet el Fun or Fungi, is fituated on the river which 
Bows from Habbelh, which river is much fmaller than the Bahr-el~ 
abiad, arid before the annual increafe is fordable between Sennaar 
and Balboch. 

The Haves who have ufurped the government refide in Terfeia, 
on the oppofite fide of the river. Between them and the people of the 
city fiave been perpetual fkirmiffies for the lall fix years. (1794.) 

The Bahr-el-abiad full'ers the fame periodical increafe and diminu¬ 
tion as the Nile in Egypt. 


Bearing. aVK. 


E.^N. 1 

E. I 

E. 1 

oi 


• ^From Sennaar to Gonddr. 

From Terfei Jlo Rhad - - • , - E. N. E. 

From l^ad to Dender * - - E. 

From Dendef to B6Ia • • - ’ - • S.E. 

From Bela to Teawa ' " 

Rhad is on the banks of a river of the fame name. After palling 
Btla, the traveller leaves the river, and proceeds by a mountainous 

8t 


I 

I 

I 

I 


road 
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road to Teawa. I’hc foil in the neighbourhood of Teawa is clay, and 
the town is built of that inaterial. The people of thel^lace ufc for 
bread the Mahriek, (white maize), which grows there luxuriantly. 
From Teawa to Ras el fil - - - 

From R^s el fil to Gondir - 

"I'he officer who governs Rfis el fil is appointed by the king of 
Ilabbeffi.—Inhabitants of Rtls el fil called Giberti. 
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Road from Sennaar to Swakem. 

From Sennaar to Teawa ... 

From Teawa to Atbara, a town on that river - - E. 

From Atbara to Hal Ian ga - - - N. 

The people of Ilallanga are Mohammedans, but ufe not the 
Arabic language generally. They are of an olive complexion. 

The Mahriek in their neighbourhood is faid to grow fo large, that 
the ft( m at bottom is feen of the fize of a man’s wrift. 

From Hallanga to Swakem - - - N. E. 

During great part < f the way the road is mountainous and rocky. 

The fpace between the two laft places is uncultivated, and inhabited 
only by wandering Arabs. 'Fhefe are of two races, Bijjc and Okoot. 

Both of them breed camels in great number, ffieep, &c. Swakem is 
fituated on an ifland, in which the governor and principal perfons re- 
fide : but the greater number live on the main land. 


4 

I 

* 


12 


Road from Senr.. r to Mahas. 


From Sennaai to Herbaje 
From Herbaje to Halfeia 

At Ilalfeia is the confluence of the Bahr-el-abiad and Bahr cl afrek. 
From Halfeia to Chendi 
h'rom Chendi to Birbir 
From Birbir to Shaikic 
From Shaikie to Dongola 
From Dongola to Mahas 



N. -J- W. 

N. 


N. 


N.W. 

N. 


3 

5 



From Sennaar to Fazoglo. 

From Sennaar to Dachala , - - - 

From Dachala to Emfiric - - . 

From Fmfirid to Louni - . - . 

From Louni to Gerbtn - - - - 

'I'he people of Dachala are Mohammedans refiding on the 
bank ol the Bahr el afrekA—GerMn is a mountainous place, w’hOTi 
ferves for confining malefactors under the government of Sennaa,-. 
Mountainous —From Gerbin to Fazoglo * 

The mines of Fazogh) aflPord anuch gold: they belong to Sennaar. 




E. 

S. E. 

S. 

S. , 
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From G^rbin to Gondar. 

, Bearing. 

From Fazoglo there is no direft road. Having returned to Gerbin, 

From Gerbin to Hafsib - - - E. 

From Hafsib to Beida • - . - E. 4 S. 

Beida is the firft town under the Abyflinian government, and is de- 
fcribed as chiefly inhabited by fugitive flaves, who belong to perfons 
within that empire. 

From Beida to Kourmi . . - 

From Kourmi to Hafleb-ullah . - 

This road is mountainous, circuitous, and abounds with fprings of 
water. Ihc civet cat is fo common in this diftrift, that in cv'cry 
houfe, it is faid, tliere are fifteen or twenty tame ones. 

From Hafleb-ullah to Gondar - - - E. 

Mountainoui and dijjicult road. 


2 

2 


3 

3 


10 


Sundry Routes nf the Merchants of Sennaar. 

From Sennaar to Gebel-el-Moie 
From Gebel-el-Moic to Bahr-el-abad 
From Senna:.!- to. Bahhadin 

From Bahhadin to Menajcl . . . 

from Men^jel to the Bahr-el-abiad. 


- S. W. I 

- w.s. w. I.; 

. S.S.W. oi 

- s. w. 2 

W. 2 


Road to Gondar, 

From Sennaar to Terfeia - . . 

From Terfeia to Subi-deleib - - . 

From Subi-deleib to Wullad Midani 
From Midani to the Bahr-el-aliek 

From the river to Mendala - - - 

From Mendala to Kaila . . . 

Kaila is mountainous. 

Frok Kaila to Embutteik . . . - 

Mountainous and deep/and. 

From Embutteik to Goze, or the funds - . . 

from Goze to the Atbara - , . 

This country is inhabited by the Bilharin virabs, who are Moham¬ 
medans. ' "’ 

From Atbara to Gebel Cufla 
From Gebel Cufla to Gebel en Narr 
From Gebel en Narr to Gondar 
# 

A Route which feems to be uncertain, and of which the Bearings are not 

accuratelf ^iven. 

From the Goze or fands of the Atbara, above'mentioned, to 
El-Edd belonging to the Bijje - - , 

lit 
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A-'rom El-Edd to i 4 \vakem 
This road is filled W3',h Arabs, 

From Swakem to Gebel-el-Hellc 
From GebeI-el-Hcll6 to Gcbcl-el-SIlIah 
From Gebel-el-Sillah to Gabcl-el-Beit 
From Gebebcl-Beit to Birbir 

All this road from Svvakcm to Birbfr is reprefented as rocky. 
Birbir i.s fitiiated in a clayey (oil. 

From Bii’bir to Wullad-el-Mapfedub 
From Wullad-el-Magedub to Bifliaric 
Fi'om Bifliaric to Slulk^'ic - - - 

Bifliaric are a foreii^n race, but Shbkiiric fpeak Arabic as their 
native lanpjuage. 

Jlrabs- - From Shukuric to Hellali6 - - - 

From Ilellalic to B,ihr-el-afrck - . . 

From liahr-el-afrck to Em-ufliar - - - 

From j'.m-ufhar to Wulhul-el-f(lrdk - - . 

From Wullad-el-furuk to Ilummur - . . 

Clayey foil. 

Mohammedans —From Hiimmfir to Senfit abfid 


;} ' {i 


4 

I 

I 

I 
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From Ibeit to Emdurman and ILdfeia, and return to Ibeit by dnother 

road. 

From Ibeit to Bahra .... 

From Bahra to Emganatir , 

From Emganatir to Shegeik . . - 

From Shegeik to Gimmoyc - - - . 

From Giminoyd to I'inidurmiln . _ . 

All this country is inhabited by Mohammedans, who fpeak Arabic 
alone.—Gimmoyc and Emdurman are both on the W. bank of the 
Bahr-el-abiad, and the latter is at the place of union between that river 
and the Abawi.—Returning W. 

From Emdurman to Harraza, a mountain of difficult paiTage 
Road dcfcrt and dejiitute of water. 

The inhabitants of Harraza are idolaters, of mixed compi ;xion, 
but moll of them of a redddh hue.—They breed fome horl'es, wiiich 
they mount. 

From Harraza to Abu-hadid. , - 

From Abuhad'd to Zerawy 

From Zerawy to Efherfliar . - . 

Eflierihnr is famous for its fait, which is gathered by the Arabs, 
tranfported to other places and fold. The people of mis laft place 
are virabs, but thofe of Zetawy, Harraza, and Abu-hadid, n^her 
Arabs nor Mohammedans. 

From Eflierlhar to Bilheri6 . . 

Road dejert. 

Bilher.e is full of palm-tfees. 

From Biflierie to Bahra - - - . > 

From Bahra to Ibeit ... . . ^ 


E. 

N. E. 
N.E. 
N. ’ 

N. 


S,W. 
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Route from Ibeit to SheibSn, where are geld mines^ and other \if>laces, 

returning to Ibeit. 

From Ibeit to Bahra . . . - 

From Bahra to Khbkjc - • - - 

From Khiilsje to Abu-jeniich . , - 

From Abu<jenuch to Seije ... 

From Seije to Tummara - - ' 

Between the two laft places is a rocky road, w'ith intervals of 
deep fand and clay. 

From Tummara to Demik " * ’ 

The people from Abu-jenbch hither are idolaters, and deftitute of 
clothing. The foil at and near Demik is clay. 

From Demik to Khega - - - - 

From Khega to Dibri . - - - 

Mountainous and rocky. 

From Dibri to Sheibon - - - - 

Clayey foil. 

Near this place, in a deep glen or valley, much gold is found, 
both duft and in fmall pieces. The natives colletl: the duft in quills 
of the oftrich and vulture, and in that condition fell it to the mer¬ 
chants. They have a ceremony on difeovering a large piece of gold, 
of killing a fheep on it before they remove it. The people are all 
black, as are thole above mentioned from Abu-jenhch hither. They 
have fome form of marriage, i. e. of an agreement between man and 
woman to cohabit. Women of full age wear a piece of platted grafs 
on their parts. I'he younger and unmarried are quite naked. 'Fhe 
Haves, which are brought in great numbers from this quarter, are 
fome prifoners of war among themfelves, (for their wars are frequent,) 
and fome feduced by treachery anil fold. But it is faid to be a 
common pradlice for the father in time of fcarcity to fell his 
children. 

At Sheibbn are fome Mohammedans, who live among the idolaters 
and wear clothing ; it is not faid whether Arabs or not. 

The people above deferibed arc independent tribes of negroes, who 
have no otnfer ruler than their refpeftive chiefs, the authority of whom 
is very fmall, except in time of war. The Mecque of Sennaar ufed 
to claim fome tribute from the people of Sheibon, but received 
nothing regularly. 

From Sheibon to Sharrfl - - -1 

From Shurru to Luca - - - - J 

Luca is another place where refides an independent chief: it is alfo 
famous for its gold, which, as at Sheibon, is the only medium of 
exchange among the inhabitants. 

From Luca to Koheiia - - - * - 

In Koheiia are Arabs, not fubjeft to any monarch of the country. 
Some idolaters alfo live among them. * 

• From Koheiia to Tfinga, a town - * - • 0 

* People of Tlinga Mohammedans.—This country is called by the > 

Arabs Dar Kinnana j 
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From Tlinjga to G^el Sahd 
Gebel Sahd is within .the dominion ofSeunaar 
From Gebel Sahd fo Baha-eS-din 
Still Dar Kinnana. 

From Baha-ed-din to Gebel-el-abid 
From Gebel-el-abid to TumbCll 

Tumbul is under the government of the king of the 
Tuclawi. 

From Tumbril to Seifaban 
Seifabin is inhabited by Arabs alone. 

From SeilabAn to Abdome 

From Abdome to Tuggala, capital of the king of Tuclawi 
This diflricl is called Sagurnie, country of the mountaineers. 

From 'I'uggala to J'> ir ... 

From Deir to Gebcl-el-deir 
From Gebel-cl-deir to Gebel-le-Buccle 
From Gebel-cl-Bucclc to Ibeit 
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From Ril to IVara^ capital of Bergoo, 

From Ril to Gebel Marra, deep fand ... W. 

Gcbcl Marra to Bifhara Taib - - ' - W. 

Bifliara Taib to the confines of Fur > . - W. 

All this road is mountainous and rocky, and the inhabitants 
from Ril W. to the confines of Fur are Mohammedans. The 
water on Gebel Marra, which is a ’ofty mountain, rifes with fome 
remarkable circumftances, and it is faid to be fulphureous. The 
people there feed partly on wheat, which grows near the place, partly 
on Mahreik. 

'I’he people who inhabit the confines of Ffir W. are called 
Tiimurkec. 

From the confines to Dar Ruma - - - W.-JN. 8 

Dcfert^ fand and day, fome water. 

From Dar Ruma to Kibbcid - - . fa 

Kibbdd is fitmied on a hill or rock. 

From Kibbcid to Kajachfa - - - j j i 

From Kajachfa to Bendala - - - j j i-j 

Bendala is inhabited by the {laves of the Sultan of Bergoo.—The 
people of Ruma, and thence to Bendala are idolaters. |* N.E. 

From Bendala to Wullad-el-Bucca 
Dacca is a mountainous diJiriFl. 

From Bucca to Dar MiiTelfld ... 

From Dar Miffelad to Wara, the refidence of the Sultan of 
Bergoo * ’ - * ■ '. 
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“ ' From TVara to' Bahr-eUGazalle. 

From Wara toNimr, whei e the merchants refijje, as atlCobM 

inr>ar-Fur - - - - 

From iNimr to Battah - - 

Battah is i:. 'Jtetl on a fmall river, which flows from the S. and 
then deviating rtj the W. falls into the Bahr el Fittr^. Battah be¬ 
longs to the MiflelAd. ^ 

From Battah to Dirota _ . . . 

From Dirota to Dar HummAr - . . 

Road, clayey foil. 

From Dar Hummar to Cofeidt 
Dar Hummar rocky. 

From Cofeiat to ShungeiSt - - 

Two towns of idolaters. 

From ShungeiiU to Dar Dajeou— Caffres ' - 

Cooka, Mohammedans —From Dar Dajeou to Dar Cooka 

From Cooka to Muddago - - - 

In Muddago are Mohammedans, who are governed by a petty 
prince under the king of Bergoo. 

From Buddago to Bahr-cl-Fittrc . . 

The people on the banks of Bahr-el-Fittre are called Abu-femmin, 
and are Mohammedans. They ufc little boats for the purpofe of 
pairing" from one place to another on the river. 

From Bahr-el-Fittre to Bahr-cl-Gazalle 
Road deep fund, no trees. 

The neighbourhood of the Bahr-el-Gazalle is Inhabited by Arabs, 
who feed camels and Iheep, and feme oxen. 
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Route from Khukje to the Bahr-el-ada, and thence towards the Babr- 

eUabiad. 

From Khukjeiio Baraka ... 

Baraka is inhabited by independent Arabs, 

The greater part of this road is deep land : the remainder, from 
Baraka b||the Bahr-el-ada, is clay. 'I'he part of that river, which 
is here meant, is occupied by tribes of Arabs feeding cows and Iheep; 
they are called Miflirie. 'I'his part of the river is alio frequented by 
v/ild gpd ferocious animals. The Miliirid Arabs comb their hair 
back, twill it, and fallen it in the form of a fc(|roion’s tail behind. 
They colleft honey of the wild kind in great quafraty, and hunt the 
ekphant. 

From Baraka to Thrrht . . . 

Ffom Turrut to Jungeidn . - . 

The people of Jungeidn are tall and black; they hatte cows, 
Iheep, and goats, and feed on the Mahriek or white maize. They 
colled the dung of the animals mentioned, dry it, roall It on the 
fire, ai.d aiterwards ufc it for a bed. Thefe people are very numerous. 
The country in their neighbourhood is all a plain, and fhe foil clay. 
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They have a praftice, apparently fupfrftitious, of milking their cows 
into a veffel with a natrt mouth,«that the milk may not be feen', and 
never pour it into a difh or bowl; and any ftranger who vifits them 
is obliged to drink of the dugs of the cow, as do the calves. 

From Jungeion to Shild - . - - S, E. i 

From Shad to Inigulgule - - - * N. Oj 

Route from Khukjc to the Bahr~cl-ada^ thence toward th Sahr-el-abiady 

and returning to RiL 


The inhabitants of Inigulgule are idolaters. They clothe them- 
ves with a kind of cotton cloth. 

From Inigulgule to the refidence of the king of Ibbe - . - E. AN. i j. 

From faid refidence to the coniines of Dar-FClr - - N. W. 4 

I’rom the confines to Tubcldic - . , 2, 

From 'rubcldic to Ril - - . g 

jIH this road is fandy, but Jilled with many and large trees. 


Rond from Bahr-cl-Gazallc to Bornou. 


From Bahr-e!-gaz;alle to the capital of Dar Baghermc , 
From the laid refidence to Kottocom 
The inhabitants of this diltnft are Mohammedans. In the road 
two rivers are crolTed by the traveller, one of which is called Kitchena. 
It runs from S. IC. to N. W. ... 

From Kottocom to Bornou, the ’’'■'perial city 
The road lies in part through fand, in part through deep clay. 
There are many trees. 'I’he neighbourhood of the Bahr-el-ga/.;.d„ 
feems by the defeription to be a foreft. 

The city Bornou is furrounded by a wall, in which there are four 
gates, opening E., W., N., and S. A fmall river runs near it, whichis 
falls into the Bahp-el-gazallc. 

Bergoo is faid to be fifteen days in extent from E. to W., and 
from N. to S. twenty days.— Baghermc, in the former diredion, 
twelve; in the latter, fifteen days.—Baghermc has many troops, but 
Bergoo is eftimated the Itrongell. I'he people of Bergoo are re- 
markable for their zealous attachment to the faith, and read the Koran 


daily. 
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Some defeription of Bergoo. 

Within about a day’s journey of Wara are faid to be eight large 
mountains, the inhabitants of each of which ufe a diftind language. 
They are Mohammedans, und faid to be brave, furnilhing the armies 
of the Sultan of Bergoo with recruits as often as required. One of 
the mountains, called Kergna, is fituated S.E.; another W. v Aich 
is inhabited by a people called Wullad Maze j Gebel Mirni N., 
Gebel Abltnhm E , Gebel Abdurrug E. 
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I ' I - Bearing. Dayj 

Other mountains of Bergoo are, Gebel Tama, N., Gebel Kalaiinirld, 

W., each of them two days flora Wara. Gebel Abu-hadic^ £. the 
iame diUance. 

Three days W. of Wara is the river called Bahr MilTelad. 


Rottte from Wara to Cubcabeu in Dar-Fur, and another route from 
laji place back to Wara. 

From Wara to Abu fhareb 
From Abu-fliareb to the confines of F£ir 
From the coniines to Emdoknc 
From Fmdokne to Dat Mifleladin - ' 

.From Mifleladin to Cubcabea 
From Cubcabea to Jell6 
From Jelle to Jimmer 
The Sultan of Jimmer is fubje£f to Fur.—The people are Moham¬ 
medans. In the road is found water, and the foil is fund and 
rock. 

From Jimmer to Zeghawa - - • - E. ^ N. 2 

Mountainous. 

The Sultan of Zeghawa is alfo dependent on FCir. 

From Zeghawa tb Tama - - 

From Tama to the confines . - * J ’ ’ ( 1 

From the confines to Abu-fenfin ... 2 

From Abu-feaCin to Wara ... W. 8 
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A Route fometimes taken by the Merchants of Bergoo. 

From Wara to EmjfifCir ... 2 

From Emjfiffir to Time Degeou - - - 1 


Another Route, 

From Wara to Jumbo 
Frolh Jumbo to Doreng 
From Doreng to Dageou 
Sandy road — Mohammedans. 

.From Dageou to Kergna 
From iCergna to Ghannim " V 

From Ghannim to Dreida . 'W - 

This road is mountainous, foil fandy, tnttny trees. 

The people Mohammedans, under the government of Bergoo. 
‘from Dreida to Beneia 
From Beneia to Dongata - 

From t)ongata to Bendala - - * 

Mountain. , • 

From Bendala t® Berjid « - 

From Berjid to Kibbeid - • ‘ • 

Mountainous. 
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From Kibbdid to Kaja^hfa 
From Kajachfarto Baui^n 
From Baui&n to Ain 
From Ain to Kuddano 
From Kuddano to GizSn 
From Gizan to Wara 

Another Route from Wara, and returning thithc". 

From Wara to Middeists - . - 

From Middeists to Beit-el-Habb6ba 

From Beit-el-Habb<Ilba to Truanie 

From Truani6 to Gidtd - - - 

From Gidtd to Kuddano 

From Kuddano to Wara 




Another Route. 


From Wara to Birket-el-Rumli - . . 

From Birket-el-Rumli to Goze, or the fands 
From Goze to Dirota .... 

From Dirota to Butta - - - 

From Butta to Wara - - - - * - 

Near Butta is a fmall river, of which my informer remembered not 
he name.—This road is full of a fpecies of tree, whofe leaves are 
iefcribed as white, and which bears a fruit, which, however, is 
lot eaten, except by the camels, wf >h are fond of it} it is called 
Kulkul, forfan Cajfta tora Fors i 
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Route from Cobbe to the Copper Mines of Fertiu 


From Cobbe to Cufle 

From Cufle to Currio . . - - 

From Currio to Treiga - . . 

Sandy road. 

From Treiga to Beit Melek Eide - - 

FTom Beit Melek Eide to Dar MilTel^d 
Rocky. 

From Dar Miflel&d to Dar Mar^ - - - 

. Caffres—Yrom Dar Marra to Dair Fungaro 

One day and a half mountain, the remainder foreji and clayey 
foil. 

From Dar Fungaro to Dar-el-abid-ef-Sultan-Fur 
From the latter to Dar-el-Nah^s - ' - 

Rocky road, earth vfhere vifible is red. 

The people wear a flight covering over the parts of gencrat’ 'n, 
in other refpefts are quite naked. ■* 

From Dar-el-Nahas to BahrTaiftia - - * - 

F'rom Bahr Tailha to Bahr-el-abiad 
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Bcjiring. 

The former falls into the latter at a place called TenderrM^ which 
is peopled by idolaters, called Cufni. This fpot is full of pf.lm trees, 
and another kind of tree, which by defcription would feem to be the 
cc'coa. 

Here it is feen that the diftance between Cobbe and the copper 
mine is 23 ! clays, direftion nearly S. and that a certain ftation on the 
Bahr-cl-abiad is •]\ days cliftant from that place, diredion gene¬ 
rally E. 

Route from Dar Bergoo to the Sources of the Bahr-cl-abiad, 

From Abu Telf^n South, ten days journey, is faid to be the fource 
of the Bahr-el-abiad : but the particulars of the route my informer 
was vmable to give me, he not having travelled it. The place is called 
Donga, and is the relidence of a chief or king of an idolatrous nation. 

The country there is very mountainous, and in the fpot where the 
river rifes are faid to be forty diftind hills: thefe are called Kumri. 

From them a great number of fprings iflue, which uniting into one 
great channel form the Bahr-cl-abiad. The people of Bergoo go ‘ 
thither fometimes to feize captives, but there is no trade between 
them and the natives. The people are quite naked, black, and 
idolaters. I'he plact is faid to be twenty days removed from the 
confines of Bomou. All the road thither is mountainous. From 
Donga to Shilluk 30 days. 
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TR A VEI.S 

IN THE 

INTERIOR DISTRICTS OF AFRIQA. 

By Mungo Park,* 


CHAP. I. — The Author proceeds to Wajftboo—is joined by fame fugitive Kaartans, whs 
accompany him in his Route through Bambarra.—Difcovers the Niger.—Some Account 
of Sego, the Capital of Bambarra. — Man/hng, the King., refufes to fee the Author., but 
fends him a prefent.—Great Hofpitality of a Negro IP'oman. 

■^^t'AWRA is a fmall town furrounded with high walls, and inhabited by a mixture 
of Mandingoes and Foulahs. The inhabitants employ themfelves chiefly in cul¬ 
tivating corn, M-hich they exchange with the Moors for fait. Here, being in fecurity 
Ironi the Moors, and very much fatigued, 1 refolved to reft myfelf; and meeting with 
a hearty welcome from tlie Dooty, whofe name v'as Flancharee, I laid myfelf down 
upon a bullock’s hide, and flept foundly for about two hours.. The curiofity of the 
people would not allow me to fleep any longer. 'I’hey had fecn my faddle and bridle, 
and were aflcmbled in great number to learn who 1 was, anci whence I came. Some 
were of opinion that I was an Arab : others inlilied that I was fomc Moorilh Sultan j 
and they continued to debate the matter with Inch warmth, that the noife awoke me. 
The Dooty (who had formerly beet . Gambia) at laft mterpofed in my behalf, and 
alfured them that I was certainly a white man ; but he was convinced, from my appear¬ 
ance, that 1 was a very poor one. 

In the courfe of the day, fcveral woircn, hearing that I was going to Sego, came 
and begged me to inquire of Manfong, the king, what was become of their children. 
One woman, in particular, told me that her foil’s name was Mamadet ; that he was 
no Heathen, but prayed to God morning and evening, and had been taken from her 
about three years ago, by Manfong's aimy; fince which (he had never heard or him. 
She laid, file often dreamed about him ; and begged me, if 1 Ihould fee him* either in 
Bambarra, or in my own country, to tell him, that his mother ami filter were ftill alive. 
In the afternoon, the l.'ooty examined the contents of the leatln r Ii.ig, in which I had 
packed up mv clothes; but finding nothing that was worth taking, he returned and 
told me to depart in the morning. 

July 6th. It rained veiy much in the night, and at daylight I departed, in company 
with a Negio, who was going to a tow’n called Dmgyee for corn : but we had not pro; 
ceeded above a mile, before the afs up* u which he rode kicked him ofl', and he re. 
turned, leaving me to profecute the journey by myfelf. * 

I reached Dingyee abou| noon; but the Dooty and moft of the inhabitants had gone 
into the fields to cultivate corn. An old Foulah, obfervim; me wanderirtg about the 
town, defired me to come to his hut, where I wa^ well enter: ned ; and the Dooty, 
when he returne*d, fent me fome vittuals for myfelf, and corn for my horfe. 


Ju^y 
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July 7th. the morning, when I was about p deparl|> my landlord, with a great 
deal of diffidence, begged me to giye him a lock of my h^f. JHe had been told, he 
faid, that white men’s hair made a faphie, that would give t# the poffcffor all the know- 
ledge of white men. I had never before heard of fo finiple a mode of education, but 
inftantly complied with the requeft; and my landlord’s third for learning was 
fuch, that, wkh cutting and pulling, he cropped one fide of my head pretty clofely; 
and would have done the fame with the other, had I not fignified my difapprobation 
by putting on my hat, and affuring him, that 1 wiflied to referve fome of this precious 
merchandize for a future occafion. 

I reached a final! town called Waffiboo, about twelve o’clock, where I was obliged 
to ftop until an opportunity Ihould offer of procuring a g^uide to Satile, which is diftant 
a very long day’s journey, through woods without an) beaten path. 1 accordingly 
took up my refidence at the Dooty’s houfe, where I ftaid four days; during which time 
I amufed myfelf by going to the fields with the family to plant com. Cultivation is 
carried on here on a very extenfive fcale; and, as the natives themfelves exprefs it, 

“ hunger is never known.’’ In cultivating the foil, the men and women work together. 
They ufe a large (harp hoe, much fuperior to that ufed in Gambia: but they are 
obliged, for fear of the Moors, to carry their arms with them to the field. Ihe inafter, 
with the handle of his fpear, marks the field into regular plats, one of which is afligned 
to every three Haves. 

On the evening of the nth, eight of the fugitive Kaartans arrived at Waffiboo.— 
They had found it irtpoflible to live under the tyrannical government of the Moors, 
and were now going to transfer their allegiance to the King of Bambarra. 1 hey 
offered to take me along with them as far as Satile; and 1 accepted the offer. 

July 12th. At daybreak we fet out, and travelled with uncommon expedition until 
funfet: we Hopped only twice in the courfe of the day; once at a watering-place in the 
woods, and another time at the ruins of a town, formerly belonging to Daify, called 
Illa-Compe (the corn town)., When we arrived in the neighbourhood of Satile, the 
people who were employed in the com fields, feeing fo many horfemen took us for a 
party of Moors, and ran fereaming away from us. The whole town was inftantly 
alarmed, and the Haves were leen, in every direction, driving the cattle and horfes to¬ 
wards the town. It was in vain that one of our company galloped up to undeceive them. 
it only frightened them the more; and when we arrived at the town, we found the gates 
fliut, and the people all under arms. After a long parley we were permitted to enter j 
and as there was every appearance ot a heavy tornado, the Dooty allowed us to fleep in his 
baloon, and gave us each a bullock’s hide for a bed. 

July 13th. Early in the miming we again fet forward. The roads were wet and 
flippel'y, but the country was very beautiful, abounding with rivulets, which ^were 
increafed by the rain into rapid ft 1 earns. About |en o’clock we came to the rums of 
a village, which had been deftroyed by war about fix months before : and in ord^ to 
prevent any town from being buJt there in fuiilre, the large Bentang tree, under which 
the natives fpent the day, had been burnt down ; the wells filled up ; and every thing 
that could make the fpot defirable, completely deftroyed.^ 

About noon, my horfe was fo much fatigued that 1 could not keep up with my 
companions ; I therefore dilmounted, and defired them to ride on, telling them, that 
I would follow as foon as my horfd had refted a little. But I found them unwilling 
' to leave me; the lions, they faid, were very numerous in thofe parts, and though they 
might not fo readily attack a body of people, they would foon find out an individual j 
iljwas therefoie agreed, that one of the company Ihould ftay with me, to * 
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driving my horfe, while the others paffed on to Galloo, to procure lodrings, and col- 
le£l grafs for the horfes befcre night. Accompanied by this worthy Wegr®, I drove* 
my hoi fe before me until about four o’clock, when we in fight of G'<ltqo,a con- 
fiderable town, ftandingin^a fertile and beautiful valley, iarrounded with hij n rocks. 

As my companions had thoughts of fettling in this neighbourhood, they l)ad a fine 
iheep given them by the Booty; and 1 was fortunate enough to procure plenty of com 
for my horfe. Here they blow upon elephants teeth when they announce evening 
prayers, in the fame manner as at Keinmoo. 

Early next morning (July lAth), having firft returned many thanks to our landlord 
for his hofpitality, while niy fellow-travellers offered .p their prayers that he might 
never want, we let forward ; and about three o’clock arrived at Moorja j a large town, 
famous for its trarle in fajt, which the Moors bring here in great qaanti ies, to ex¬ 
change for com and cotton cfoth. As moft of the people here are Mahomedans, it is 
not allowed to the Kafirs to drink beer, which they call Ne»-dollo (corn fpirit,) except 
in certain houfes. In one of thel'e 1 faw about twenty people fitting wound large vef- 
fels of this beer, with the greatt fl conviviality ; many of them in a ftate of intoxication. 
As corn is plentiful, the inhabitants are very liberal to flrangers ; I believe we had as 
much corn and milk lent us by different people, as would have been fufficient for 
three rimes our nun.ber; and though we remained here two days, we experienced no 
diminution of their hofpitality. 

On the morning of the 16th, we again fet forward, accompanied by a coflle of 
fourteen affeh loaded with fait, bound for Sanfanding-. 'J’he road Was particularly ro¬ 
mantic, between two rocky hills ; but the Moors fometimes lie in wait here to plunder 
ftrangers. As loon as w'e had reached the open country, the mafter of the fait coffle 
thanked us lor having ffaid with him fo long, atfd now deftred us to ride on. The 
fun was almofi fer before we reached Datliboo. In the evening we had a moft tre¬ 
mendous tornado. I he houfc in whlcn we lodged, being flat-roofed, admitted the rain 
in ftrean.s , the floor was foot; ank.it deep the fire extinguifhed, and we were left to 
pafs ti e night upon fome l it. idles of fire-wood, that happened to lie in a corner. 

July 17th. We departed from l /ailiboo ; and about ten o’clock paifed a large cofile 
returning from Sego, with corn hoes, mals, and other houfehold utenfils. At five 
o’cl' ' k we cattle to a lur e village, uhcre we intended to pafs the night, but the 
Dooly would not receive ns. When we departed from this place, my horfe was fo 
much fatigued that I was u.i fer the necelfity of driving him, and it was dark before 
we reached Fanimboo, a Imsil village *, the Booty of which no fooner heard that I 
was a while mac, than he brought out three old mufkets, and was much difappointed 
when he wa.s mid that 1 cmild not repair them. 

July 18th. We continue.] our journey; but, owing to a light fupper the preceding 
night, we felt ourfelves rather hungry this morning, and endeavoured to procuA fome 
corn at a village ; but wifht'Ut I’uccefs. 1 he tow'iis were now more numerous, and 
the land that is not employed in cultivation afl'ords excellent pafturage for large 
herds of cattle ; but owing to the gieai c.incourfe of people daily going to and lA- 
turning from Sego, the inhabitants are lct.s hofpitable to ftrapgers. ^ 

My horfe becoming weaker and weaker eve'-y day, was now of very little fervice to 
me: I was obliged to dfive him before me for the greater irar* of the .day ; and did 
not reach Geoforro until eight o’clock in the evening. I found > ,y companions wrang¬ 
ling with the Booty, who had abfolutely rcfufetl* to give or i , them any provifions ; 
and as none of us had taftecl victuals for the laft twenty .four Tiours, we were by no 
means difpofed to faft another day, if we could help it. But finding our ertrtatieS 

i2t without 
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without effeft, and being very much fatigued, 1 fell afleep, from which I was awakened, 
'about midnight, with the jt^yful information “ Kinnenata’* (Iftinviftuals is come). This 
made the, remainder of the nig^t pafs away pleafantiy ; and at day-break, July 19th, we 
refumed our journey, propofing to ftop at a village called D/oUnkeaboo, for the night 
following. My fellow-travellers, having better horfes than myfelf, f/on left me, and I 
was walking barefoot, driving my horfe, when I was met by a coffle of flaves, about 
feventy in nui]:\ber, coming from Sego, I'hey were tied together by their necks with 
thongs of a bullock’s hide, twifted like a rope, feven flaves upon a thong, and a man 
with a mulket between every feven. Many of the flaves were ill-conditioned, and a 
great number of them women. In the rear came Sidi Mahomed’s fcrvant, whom I re¬ 
membered to have feen at the camp of Benowm : he prefently knew me, and told 
me that thefe flaves were going to Morocco, by the way ot Ludamar, and the Great 
Defert. 

In the afternoon, as I approached Dooli'tkeaboo, I met about twenty Moors on horfe- 
back, the owners of the flaves 1 had feen in the morning ; they were well armed with 
muikets, and were very inquifltive conceri.ing m hut not lb i-ude as their countrymen 
generally are. From them I learned that Sidi Mahomed was not at Sego, but had 
gone to Kancaba for gold dull. 

When 1 arrived at Doolinkeaboo, I was informed that my fellow-travellers had gone 
on; but my horfe was fo much fatigued that 1 could not pofllbly proceed after them. 
The Booty of the town, at my requelf, gave me a draught of water, which is generally 
looked upon as an earneft of greater hofuitality ; and I had no doubt of making up 
for the toils of the day, by a good fupper and a found fleep: unfortunately, I had 
neither, one nor the other. The night was rainy and tempeftuous, and the Booty 
limited his hofpitality to the drau,ght of wamr. 

July 20th. In the morning, I endeavoured, both by entreaties and threats, to pro¬ 
cure fome viftuals from the Booty, but in vain. I even begged fome corn from one 
of his female flaves, as fhe was wafhing it at the well, and had the mortification to 
be refufed. However, when the Booty was gone to the fields, his wife fent me a 
handful of meal, which I mixed with water, and drank for breakfail. About eight 
o’clock, I departed from Boolinkeaboo, and at noon flopped a few minutes at a large 
Korree; where I had fome milk given me by the Foulahs. And iiearing that two 
Negroes were going from thence to Sego, I was happy to have their company, and we 
fet out immediately. About four o'clock we flopped at a fmall village, where one of 
the Negroes met with an acquaintance, who invited us to a fort ot public entertainment, 
which wascoududled with more than common propriety. A difli made of four milk and 
meal, called Sinkatoo, and beer made from their corn, v/as diflribuled with great 
liberality; and the women were admitted into the fociety : a circumflance I had never 
before‘obferved in Africa. There was no compulfion ; every one v. as at liberty to 
drink as he pleafed : they nodded to each other when about to drink, and on fetting 
down the calabafli, commonly faid berka, (thank you). Both men and women appeared 
to be fomewhat intoxicated, but they were far from being quarrelfome. 

Beparling from thence we pafl'ed feveral large villages, where I was conftantly taken 
for a Moor, and becanie the fubjeft of much merriment to the Bambarrans; who, 
feeing me drive my horfe before me, laughed heartily at my a^ipearance.—He has been 
at Mecca, fays one ; you may fee that by his clothes: another allied me if my horfe 
was tick; a third wilhed to purchaft it, &c.; fo that I believe the very flaves were 
afhamed to be feen in niy company. Juft before it was' dark, we took up our lodging 
for the night at a fmall village, where I procured fome victuals for. myfelf and Ibmu 

t ij corn 
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com for my horfe, at the ipoderate price of a button; and was told that I fjjould fee 
the Niger {'which the Ne^oes call Joliba or the great water), early the next day. The 
lions are here very numerous; the gates are fhul a liffle after funfev, ard nobody 
allowed to go out. The thoughts of feeing the Niger in the morning, and the trouble- 
fome buzzing of mufketoes, prevented me from fliutting my eyes during the night j 
and I had faddled my horfe and was in readinefs before daylight j but, on account of 
the wild beafts, we were obliged to wait until the people were ftirring, and the gates 
opened. This happened to be a market-day at Sego, and the roads were every where 
filled with people carrying diflerent articles to fell. We ^ afled four large villages, and 
at eight o’clock faw the fmoke over Sego. 

As we approached the town, I was fortunate enough to overtalce the fugrive Kaar- 
tans, to Whofe kindnefs I had been fo much indebted in my journey through Bambarra. 
They readily agreed to introduce me to the king ; and we rode together through fome 
marfliy ground, where, as I was anxioufly looking around for the river, one of them 
called out, geo affilH (fee the water) ; and looking forwards, I faw with infinite plea- 
fure the great objed of my miffion ; the long-fought-for majeftic Niger, glittering to 
the morning fun, as broad as the Thames at Weftminfter, and flowing flowly to the 
cafiward. 1 haftened to the brink, and having drank of the water, lifted up my fer¬ 
vent thanks in prayer, to the Great Ruler of all things, for having thus far crowned 
my endeavours with fuccefs. 

The circumfiance of the Niger’s flowing towards the eaft, and its collateral points, 
did not, however, excite my furprife; for although I had left lljurope in great hefita- 
tion on this fubjeft, and rather believed that it ran in the contrary dirediun, I had made 
fuch frequent inquiries during my progrefs, concerning this river, and received from 
Negroes of different nations fuch clear and decifive affurances that its general courfe 
was towards the riftngfun, asfcarce left any doubt on my mind; and more efpecially 
as I knew that Major Houghton colleded fimilar information, in the fame 
manner. 

Sego, the capital of Bambarra, at which I had now arrived, conliits, prcmerly fpeak- 
ing, of four diftind towns; tw'o on the northern bank of the Niger, called oego Korro, 
and Sego Boo; and two on the fouthern bank called Sego Soo Korro, and Sego bee 
Korro. They are all furrounded with high mud walls} the houfes are built of clay, of 
a fquare form, with flat roofs; fome of them have two ftories, and many of them are 
white-wafhed. Befides thefe buildings, Moorifh mofques are feen in every quarter; 
and the flreets, though narrow, are broad enough for every ufeful purpofe, in a coun¬ 
try where wheel carriages are entirely unknown. From the beft inquiries 1 could make, 
I have reafon to believe that Sego contains altogether about thirty thouiand inhabitants. 
The King of Bambarra conftantly refides at Sego See Korro j he employs a great many 
flaves in conveying people over' the river, and the money they receive (though the fare 
is only ten kowrie fhells for each individual) furnifhes a confiderable revenue to the 
king, in the courfe of a year. The canoes are of a Angular conftrudion, each df them 
being formed of the trunks of two large trees, rendered concave, and joined together, 
not fide by fide, but end w'aysj the juntfion being exaftly ai«ofs the middle the 
canoe: they are therefore,very long and difproportionably narro’v, and have neither 
decks nor malts; they are, however very roomy; for I obierved in one of them four 
horfes, and feveral people crbffing over the river. .When wear* ved at this ferry, with 
a view to pafs over to that part of the town in which the king relrdes, we found a great 
number waiting for a paffage; they looked at me with filent wonder, and I diftingr-ilhcd 
VOL. XVI. 5 0 witli 
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* with coneem, many Moors among them. There were thr«» different places of embark¬ 
ation, apd the ferrymen were very diligent and expeditious ; but, from the crowd of 
people, I could not immediately obtain a p^ffage j and fat ^own upon the bank of the 
river, to wait for a more favourable opportunity. The view of this extenfive city ; the 
numerous canoes upon the river; the crowded population and the cultivated ftate of the 
furrounding country, formed altogether a profpeft of civilization and magnificence 
which I little expeSed to find in the bofom of Africa. 

I waited more than two hours without having an opportunity of crofiing the 
river; during which time the people who had crolfed, carried information to 
Manfong the king, that a white man was waiting for a palTage and was coming 
to fee him. He immediately fent over one of his chief men, who informed me 
that the king could not pofiibly fee me until he knew what had brought me into 
his country ; and that I mud not prefumc to crofs the river without the king’s 
permiffion. He therefore advifed me to lodge at a didant village, to which he 
pointed, for the night ; and faid that in the morning he would give me further 
inftruftions how to condud myfelf. This was very difeouraging. However, as there 
was no remedy, I fet off for the village ; where I found, to my great mortification, 
that no perfon would admit me into his houfe. I was regarded with aftoniftiment and 
fear, and was obliged to fit all day without viduals, in the lhade of a tree ; and the 
night threatened to be very uncomfortable, for the wind rofc, and there w^as great ap¬ 
pearance of a heavy rain ; and the wild beafts are fo very numerous in the neighbour¬ 
hood that I Ihould hawe been under the neceflity of climbing up the tree, and refting 
among the branches. About funfet, however, as 1 was preparing to pafs the night 
in this manner, and had turned my horfe loofe, that he might graze at liberty, a 
woman returning from the labours of the field. Hopped to obferve me, and perceiving 
that I was weary and dejefted, inquired into my fiiuation, which I briefly explained to 
her: whereupon, with looks of great compaffion, flic took up my faddlc and bridle, 
and told me to follow her. Having condufted me into her hut, fhe lighted up a 
lamp, fpre:^^ a mat on the floor, and told me I might remain there for the night. 
Finding that 1 was very hungry, Ihe faid fhe would procure me foincthing to eat. 
She accordingly went out, and returned in a fhort time with a very fine fifh ; which 
having caufed to be half broiled upon fome embert, fire gave me for fupper. 'J’he rites 
of hofpitality being thus performed towards a ftranger in diftrefs, my worthy benefac- 
trefs (pointing to the mat, and telling me 1 might fleep there without apprehenfion) 
called to the female part of her family, who had ftood gazing on me all the while in 
fixed aftonifhment, to refume their talk of fpinning cotton; in which they continued 
to employ themfelves great pan of the night. They lightened their labour by fongs, 
one of which was compofed extempore; for I was myfelfthefubjedl; ©f it. It was fung 
by one of the young women, the reft joining in a fort of chorus. The air was fweet 
and pl^aintive, and the words, literally tfanflated were thefe.—“ The wiads roared, and 
•“ the rains fell.—'i'he poor white man, faint and weary, came and fat under our tree. 
—-he,has no mother to bring him milk ; no wife to grind his corn.— Chorus. Let us 
“ pity the white man*; no mother has he, &c. &c.”—Trifling- as this recital may 
appear to the reader, to a perfon in iny fituation, the circumftance was affeding in the 
higheft degree. I was oppreffed by fuch ^unexpeded kiqdnefs ; and fleep fled from 
my eyes. In the morning I prefented my compaffionate landlady with two of the four 
brafs buttons which Remained on my waiftcoat: the only recompenfe 1 could make 
her. 



park's travels in AFRICA. 


845 

July 41 ft. I continued in the village all this day, in converfation with the natives, ‘ 
vrho came in crowds to fee me; but was rather uneafy towards evening, to find that 
no meffage had arrived from, the king, the more fo,*as the f)eople began to v. ufper that 
Manfong had received fome* very unfavourable accounts of me, from the Moors and 
Slatees refiding at Sego; who it feems were exceedingly fufpicious concerning the 
motives of my journey. I learnt that many confultations had been held t^ith the Idng, 
concerning my reception and difpofal: and feme of the villagers frankly told me, that 
I had many enemies, and muft expeft no favour. 

. July 22 ( 1 . About eleven o’clock, a meffengcr arrive*', from the king; but he gave 
me very little fatisfaftion. He inquired particularly it I had brought any pre^ nit ; 
and feemed much difappointed when he was told that I had been robbec^ of e ery thing 
by the Moors. When I propeffed to go along with him, he told me to Hop until the 
afternoon, when the king would fend for me. 

July 23 . In the afternoon another mefl'enger arrived from Manfong, with a bag 
in his hands. He told me it was the king’s pleafure that I fhould depart forthwith 
from the vicinage of Sego : but that Manfong, wifliing to relieve a white man in diltrefs, 
had fent me five thoiifand kowries,* to enable me to purchafe provifions in the courfe 
of my journey ; the meffenger added, that if my intentions were really to proceed to 
Jenne, he had ortlers to accompany me as a guide to Sanfanding. I was, at firft, 
puzzled to account for this behaviour of the king; but from the converfation I ha(l 
with the guide, 1 had afterwards reafon to believe that Manfong would willingly have 
admitted me into his prefence at Sego ; but was apprehenfive he might not be able to 
protedd me againft the blind and inveterate malice of the Moorifh inhabitants. ,His 
condud, therefore, was at once prudent and liberal. The circuraftances under which 
I made my appearance at Sego, were undoubtedly fuch as might create in the mind of 
the king, a w'ell-warranted fufpicion that I wifhed to conceal the true objeft of my 
journey. He argued, probably, as my guide argued : who, when he was told, that 1 
had come from a great diftance, and through many dangers, to behold the Joliba river, 
naturally inquired, if there wore no rivers in my own country, and whether one river 
was not like another. Notwithftanding this, and in fpite of the jealous machinations 
of the Moors, this benevolent prince thought it fufficient, that a white man was found 
in his dominions, in a condition of extrv.tue wrelchedncfs, and that no other plea was 
neceflary to entitle the fufferer to his bounty. 

CilAP. \\.-^Departure from Sego^ and Arrival at Kabha. — Dcfn-iplion of the Shea 
or vegetable Butter Tree.—The Author and his Guide arrive at Sanfanding .— 
Behaviour of the Moors at that Place.—The Author purfues bis Journey to ihg 
Eajlward.—Incidents on the Road.-^Arrives at Modihoo, and proceeds fgr l^a ; 
but obliged to leave his Ilorfe by the 11 ay.—Embarks at Kca in a Fiflsermans Canos 
for Moorzan ; is conveyed from thctice acf'ofs the Niger to Silla,—Determines t» 
proceed no further Eajlward,—Some Account of the further Courfe of the Niger, and 
the Towns in its Vicinage, towards the Ead. 

BEING, in the manner that has been related, compelled to leave Sego, I was 
condu(^led the fame evening *to a village about feven miles to the calhvard, with fome 

«* 

• Mention has already been made of thefc little thella,’which pafs ci *^ent as imncy in many 
parts of the Eaft Indies as well as Africa, In Bambarra, and the adjacent eoifhtries, where the iipcef- 
faries of life are very cheap, one hundred of them would commonly purchafe a day’s provifions for myfch'. 
•and corn for my horfe. I reckoned about two hundred and fifty kovrries equal to one (liilling. 
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of the inhabitants of which my -guide was acquainted, and by whom we were well 
receivefl.* He was very friendly ,and communicative, and fpoke highly of the hof- 
pitality of his countrymen;* but withal t9ld*me, that if Jenne was the place of my 
deftination, which he feemed to have hitherto doubted, ’l had undertaken an enter- 
prize of greater danger than probably I was apprized of: for, although the town of 
Jenne was, nominally, a part of the King of Bambarra's dominions, it was in fad, he 
faid, a city of the Moors; the leading part of the inhabitants being Bufhreens, and 
even the governor himfelf, though appointed by Manfong, of the fame fedf. Thus 
was I in danger of falling a fecond time into the hands of men who would confider it* ' 
iiot only juftifiable, but meritorious, to deftroy me: and this reflexion was aggravated 
by the circumiiance that the danger increafed, as I advanced in my journey; for I 
learned that the places beyond Jenne were under the Moorilh influence, in a Hill 
greater degree than Jenne itfelf; and Tombuftoo, the great objeft of my fearch, 
altogether in pofleflion of that favage and mercilefs people, who allow no Chriftian to 
live there. But i had now advanced too far to thmk of returning to the weftward, on 
fuch vague and uncertain information, and determined to proceed ; and being accom¬ 
panied by the guide, I departed from the village on the morning of the 24th. About 
eight o’clock, we pafled a large town called Kabba, fituated in the midft of a beautiful 
and highly cultivated country ; bearing a greater refemblance to the'centre of England, 
than to what I fhould have fuppofed had been the middle of Africa, The people were 
every where employed in colleding the fruit of the Shea trees, from which they pre¬ 
pare vegetable butter.—Thefe trees grow in great abundance all over this part of 
Bambarra. They are not planted by the natives, but are found growing naturally 
in the woods; and in clearing wood land for cultivation, every tree is cut down but 
the Shea. The tree itfelf very much refembles the American oak; and the fruit, 
from the kernel of w'hich, being firft dried in the fun, the butter is prepared, by 
boiling the kernel in water, has fomewhat the appearance of a Spanilh olive. The 
kernel is enveloped in a fweet pulp, under a thin green rind; and the butter 
produced from it, befides the advantage of its keeping the whole year without fait, 
is whiter, firmer, and, to my palate, of a richer flavour than the beft butter I ever 
tailed made from c )w’s milk. The growth and preparation of this commodity, feem 
to be among the firft, objeds of African induftry in this and the neighbouring ftates; 
and it conlUtutes a main article of their inland commerce. 

We pafled, in the courfc of the day, a great many villages, inhabited chiefly .by 
fiflierinen ; and in the evening about five o’clock arrived at Sanfanding; a very large 
town, containing, as I was told, from eight to ten thoufand inhabitants. This place 
is much reforted to by the Moors, who bring fait from Beeroo, and beads and coral 
from the Mediterranean, to exchange here for gold dull, and cotton cloth. This cloth 
they fell to great advantage in Beeroo, and other Moorifli countries, where, on account 
of the want of rain, no cotton is cultivated. 

I defired ray guide to conduft me to the houfe in which we were to lodge, by 
the^moft private way poflible. We accordingly rode along between the town and the 
river, pa fling by a cVeek or harbour, in which I obferved twenty large canoes, moft of 
them fully loaded, and covered with mats, to prevent the'rain from injuring the goods. 

As we proceeded, three other canoes arrived, two with paflengers, and one with goods. 

«/ 

* 1 (hould have befort: obferved, that I found the language of Bambarra, a fort of corrupted Mandingo. 
After a little piadice, I underftood, and fpoke it without difficulty. 

I was 
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I was happy to find that all the Negro inhabitants took me for a Mopr; under whicji 
charafter I fliould probably have paned unmolefted, had not a Moor, who w 4 s fitting by 
the river fide,’ difcovered the mifiake, and feta’ng uy a loud exdama'lon, brought 
together a number of hhifountrymcn. 

■When I arrived at the houfe of Counti Mamadi, the Dooty of the town, I was furr 
rounded with hundreds of people, fpeaking a var'ety of different dialeds, all equally 
uniiitelligiblc to me. At length, by the afliftance of my guide, who aded as in¬ 
terpreter, I underftood that one of tlie fpedlators pretended to have feen me at one 
place, and another at fome other place; and a Moor-fii woman ablblutely fw’ore that 
flic had kept my houfe three years at Gallam ot ftk river Senegal. It was plain that 
they iniftook me for fome other perfon j and 1 deilred two of the moff cf r.'lJent, to ' 
point towards the place where they had feen me. They pointed due fouth ; hence I 
think it probable that they came from Cape Couft, where they might have feen many 
white men. Their language was different from any I had yet heard. The Moors now 
aflembled in great numbers; with their ufual arrogance, compelling the Negroes to 
ftand at a diftance. They immediately began to queftion me concerning my religion; 
but finding that I was not mailer of the Arabic, they fent for two men, whom they 
call llhuidi (Jews), in hopes that they might be able to converfe with me. Thefe 
Jews, in drefs*and apj^earance, very much refemble the Arabs j but though they fo 
far conform to the religion of Mahomet, as to recite, in public, prayers from the Koran, 
they are but little refpedJed by the Negroes ; and even the Moors thcmfelves allowed, 
that though I was a Chriftian, I was a better man than a Jew. They, however, in¬ 
filled, that, like the Jews, I mull conform fo far as to repeat the Mahomedan prayers j 
and when I attempted to wave the fubje£t, by telling them that I could not {peak 
Arabic, one of them, a Shereef from Tuat, in the Great Defert, ftarted up and fwore 
by the Prophet, that if I refufed to go to the mofque, he would be one that would 
affift in carrying me thither. An.’ there is no doubt but this threat would have been 
immediately executed, had not my landlord interpofed in my behalf. He told them, * 
that I was the king’s llranger, and he could not fee me ill tie it jd, whilft I was under 
his proteclion. He therefore advifed them to let me alone for the night; alluring 
them, that, in the morning I Ihould be fent about my bufmefs. This foraewhat appeafed 
their clamour •, but they compelled me to afeend a high feat, by the door of the mofque, 
in order that every body might fee me; for the people had affembled in fuch numbers 
as to be quite ungovernable j climbing upon the houfes, and fqueezing each other, 
like the fpeftators at an execution. Upon this leat I remained until funfet, when I 
was condudled into a neat little hut, with a fmall court befiire it; the door of which 
Counti Mamadi Ihut, to prevent any perfon from difturbing me. But this precaution 
could not exclude the Moors. They climbed over the top of the mud wall, and came 
in crowds into the court, in order, they laid, to fee me perform viy evening devotions, 
and eat eggs. The former of thefe ceremonies, I did not think proper to comply with ; 
but I told them I had no objeflion to eat eggs, provitled they would bring me eggs, 
to eat. My landlord immediately brought me feven hen’s eggs, and was much fiir- 
prifed to find that 1 could not eat them raw; for it feems 'o be a prevalent opinion 
among the inhabitants of the interior, that Europeans fubllll almoli entirely on this 
diet. When I had fucceeded, in perfuading my landlord that this opinion was without 
foundation, and that 1' would gladly partake of any vif' lals which he might think 
proper to fend mej he ordered a flieep to be killed, and |jart of it to be drefftd for 
my fupper. About midnight, when the Moors had left me, he paid me a vifit, 'and 
with much earneftnefs defired me to write him a faphie. “ If a Moor’s faphie is good, 
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^fjud this hofpitable old man), a white man’s muft needs be better.” I readily fur- 
nilhed him' with one, pofleffcd of all the virtues I could concentrate; for it contained 
the Lord's prayer. The pen R-ith which it was written was made of a reed ; a little 
charcoal and gum-water made very tolerable ink, and a thii/board anfwered the pur- 
pofe 6f paper. • 

July 25th. Early in the morning, before the Moors were aflembled, I departed 
from Sanfanding, and flept the enfuing night at a fmall town call Sibili; from whince, 
on the day following, I reached Nyara, a large town at fome diftance from the river, 
where I halted the 27th, to have my clothes walked, and recruit my horfe. The Booty 
^ there has a very commodious houfe, flat roofed, and two ftories high. He Ihewed 
me fome gunpowder of his own manufadturing; and pointed out as a great curiofity 
a little brown monkey, that was tied to a flake by the door, telling me that it came 
from a far-diflant country, called Kong. 

July 2 8th. I departed from Nyara, and reached Nyamee about noon. This town 
is inhabited chiefly by Foulahs, from the kingdom of Mafina. The Booty (1 know 
not why) would not receive me, but civilly lent his fon on horfeback, to condudt me 
to Modiboo; which, he affured me, was at no great diftance. 

We rode nearly in a direft line through the woods ; but in general went forwards 
with great circumfpedtion. I obferved that my guide frequently flopped, and looked 
under the bulhes. On inquiring the reafon of this caution, he told me that lions 
were very numerous in that part of the country, and frequently attacked people tra¬ 
velling through the woo^s. While he was Ipeaking, my horfe ftarted, and lottking 
round, I obferved a large animal of the camelopard kind, Handing at a little diftance. 
The nedk and fore legs were very long ; the head was furniflied with two fliort black 
horns, turning backwards; the tail, which reached down to the ham joint, had a 
tuft of hair at the end. The animal was of a moufe colour j and it trotted away from 
us in a very fluggilh manner; moving its head from fide to fide, to fee if we were 
purfuing it. Shortly after this, as w'c w’ere crofting a large open plain, where there 
were a few flattered buflies, my guide, who was a little way before me, wheeled his 
horfe round in a moment, calling out fomething in the Foulah language, which I did 
not underftand. I inquired in Mandingo what he meant; Wanvb'tlli billi, a very large 
lion, faid he; and made figns for me to ride away. But my horfe was too much 
fatigued : fo we rode flowly paft the bufh, from which the animal had given us the 
alarm. Not feeing any thing myfelf, however, 1i thought my guide had been miftaken, 
when the Foulah fuddenly put his baud to his mouth, exclaiming, Soubnh an alluhi 
(God preferve us !) and to my great furprife 1 then perceived a large red lion, at a 
fliort diftance from the bufh, with his head couched between his fore paws. I expetfed 
he would inftantly fpring upon me, and inftinctively pulled my feet from my flirrups 
to throw rayfeif on the ground, that my horfe might become the victim, rather than 
myfelf. But it is probable the lion was not hungry; for he quietly fiifi'ered us to 
pals, though we were fairly within his reach. My eyes were fo rivetted upon this 
Ibvereign of the beafts, that I found it impoffible to remove them, until we were at 
a confiderable diftance. •We now took a circuitous route, through fome fwampy 
ground, to avoid any more of thefe difagreeable rencounters.. At funfet we arrived 
at Modiboo, a delightful village on the banks of the Niger, commanding a view of 
the river for many miles, both to the. eaft and weft. The* fmall green iflands (the 
peaceful retreat or fome induftrious Foulahs, whofe cattl? are here fecure from the 
depredations of wild beads,) and the majeftic breadth of the river, which is here much 
larger than at Sego, render the fituation one of the moft enchanting in the world. 

Here 
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Here are caught great plenty of fifti, by means of long cotton nets, which the natives 
make themfelves, and ufe nearly in the fame manner as nets are ufed in Europe. 1 * 
obferved the head of a crocodile lying upon ono of th^ houfes, which they, told me 
had been killed by the ft-°pherds, in a fwamp near the town. Thefe animals are not 
uncommon in the Niger; but I believe they are not oftentimes found dangerous. 
They are of little account to the traveller, when compared with the amazing fwarms 
of mufquetoes, which rife from the fwamps and creeks, in fuch numboi'S as to harafs 
even the moll torpid of the natives; and as my clothes were now almoft worn to 
rags, I was but ill prepared to refill their attacks. I ufually pafled the night without 
fliutting my eyes, walking backwards and forwards, fr uiinjj; myfelf with my hat; their 
(lings railed numerous blillers on my legs and arms; which, together with : want 
of reft, made me very levetilli and uneafy. 

July 29th. Early in the morning, my landlord obferving that I was fickly, hurried 
me away; lending a fervant with me as a guide to Kea. But though 1 was little 
able to walk, my horfe was ftill lefs able to carry me ; and about fix miles to the eaft 
of Modiboo, in eroding fome rough clayey ground he fell; and the united ftrength 
of the guide and inyfcll, could not place him again upon his legs. I fat down for 
fome time befide this worn-out aflbeiate of my adventures; but finding him ftill unable 
to rife, I took Qlf the faddle and bridle, and placed a quantity of grafs before him. I 
furveyed the poor animal, as he lay panting on the ground, with fympathetic emotion ; 
for 1 could not fupprefs the fad apprehenfion that I Ihould myfelf, in a Ihort time, lie 
down and perilh in the fame manner, of fatigue and hunger. With this foreboding 
1 left my poor horfe; and with great reludance followed my* guide on foot, along 
the bank of the river, until about noon ; when wc reached Kea, which 1 foand to 
be nothing more than a fmall filhiiig village. The Booty, a furly old man, who was 
fitting by the gate, received me very coolly ; and when 1 informed him of my fituation, 
and begged his proteclion, fold me with great indifterence, that he paid very little 
attention to fine fpeeches, and that 1 fltould not enter his houfe. My guide remon- 
ftralcd in my favour, but to no purpofe; for the Booty remained inflexible in his 
determination. I knew not where to reft my wearied limbs, but was happily relieved 
by a filhing canoe, belonging to Silla, w'hich %vas at that moment coining down the 
river, 'fhe Booty waved to the fiiherman to come near, and delired him to take 
charge of me as far as Moorzan. The fiflicrman, after fome hefitation, confented to 
cai^'y me ; and I embarked in the canoe, in company with the fiflierman, his wife, and 
a boy. 1 he Negro who had conducted me from Modiboo, now left me j 1 requefted 
liim to look to ray horfe on his return, and take care of him if lie was ftill alive, 
which he proun’fed to do. 

Beparting from Kea, wc proceeded about a mile down the ri\ er, when the fiftier- 
man paddled the canoe to the bank, and defired me to jump out. Having tfed the 
canoe to a ftakc, ho ftripped off his clothes, and dived for fuch a length of time, that 
1 thought he had actually drowned himfelf, and was furprifed to fee his wife behave 
with fo much iadiffercnce upon the occafion ; but my fears were over when he raiftd 
up his head aftern of the canoe, and called for a rope. tVith this rope he dived a 
feeond time, and then got iijto the canoe, and ordered the boy to affift him in pulling. 
At length, they brought'*up a large bafket, about ten feet in diameter, oontaining two 
fine fifh, which the lifnerman (after returning the balket into 'he water) immediattly 
carried afliore, and hid in the grafs. We then’went a littk lurthcr down, and took 
up another balket, in which '{vas one fifh. The fifherman now left us, to carry his 
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prizes to fome neighbouring market; and the woman and boy proceeded with me in 
the canoe,'down the river. 

About-four o’clock we arrived at*Moorzan, a fiihing-town on the northern bank; 
from whence I tvas conveyed acrofs the river to Silla, a Targ^ town; where I remained 
until it was quiie dark, under a tree, furrounded by hundreds of people. But their 
language was very ditferent from the other parts of Bambarra ; and I was informed 
that in my progrefs eaftward, the Bambarra tongue was but little underft(,'od, and thlt 
when I reached Jenne, I Ibould find that the majority of the inhabitants fpoke a dif* 
ferent language, called Jenne KummOy by the Negroes; and Kalam Soudan, by the 
Moors. 

With a great deal of intreaty, the Dooty allowed me to come into his baloon, to 
avoid the rain; but the place was very damp, and I had a fmart paroxyfm of fever 
during the night. Worn down by ficknefs, exhaufted with hunger and fatigue ; half 
naked, and without any article of value, by which I might procure provifious, clotlies, 
or lodging ; I began to fefleft ferioufly on my fituation. I was now convinced by 
painful experience, that the obftacles to my further progrefs were infurmouutable. 
'rhe tropical rains were already fet in with all their violence; the rice grounds and 
fwamps were every where overflowed; and in a few days more, travelling of every 
kind, unlefs by water, would be completely obftrufted. The kowries which re¬ 
mained of the King of Bambarra’s prefent, were not fufficient to enable me to hire a 
canoe for any great diftance; and I had but little hopes of fubfifting by charity, in a 
country where the Moors have fuch influence. But above all, 1 perceived that 1 was 
advancing more and hiore within the power of thofe mercilefs fanatics; and from 
my reception both at Sego and Sanfanding, I was apprehenfive that, in attempting to 
reach even Jenne (unlefs under the protedion of foine man of confequence amongll 
them, which I had no means of obtaining), I Ihould facrifice my life to no purpofe ; 
for my difeoveries would perifti with me. The profped either way was gloomy. In 
returning to the Gambia, a journey on foot of many hundred miles prefented itfelf 
to my contemplation, through regions and countries unknown. Ncverthelefs, this 
feemed to be tne only alternative; for I faw inevitable deflruclion in attempting to 
proceed to the eaftward. With this convidion on my mind, I hope my readers will 
acknowledge, that I did right in going no farther. I had made every effort to exe¬ 
cute my miflion in its fulleft extent, which prudence could juftify. Had there been 
the moft diftant profpt d of a fuccefsful termination, neither the unavoidable hardflfips 
of the journey, nor the dangers of a fecond captivity, fhould have forced me to defiil. 
This, however, neceftity compelled me to do; and whatever may be the opinion of 
my general readers on this point, it affiirds me inexpreffible fatisfadion, that my 
honourable employers have been pleafed, lince my retuni, to exprefs their full appro¬ 
bation' of my condud. 

Having thus brought my mind, after much doubt and perplexity, to a deter-, 
mination to return weftward; 1 thought it incumbent on me, before I left Silla, to 
colled from the Morrifh and Negro traders, all the information I could, concerning 
the fuBther courfe of ^he Niger eaftward, and the fituation and extent of the king¬ 
doms in its vicinage; and the following few notices I .received from fuch various 
quarters, as induce me to think they are authentic. 

Iwo fliort days journey to the eaftward of Silla, is the town of Jenne, which is 
fituated on a fmall iflaqd in the river; and is faid to contain a greater nuqiber of inha¬ 
bitants than Sego itfelf, or any other town in Bambarra. At the diftance of two days 
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more, the river fprcads into a confiderable lake, called Dibbie (or the dark lake)t 
concerning the extent of which, all the information I could obtain was, that in eroding 
it, from weft to eaft. the canoes lofc fight of land on<» whole day. From this lake 
the water iffues in many liifferent ftrearns, which terminate in two large branches, one 
whereof flows towards the north-eaft, and the other to the eaft; but thcl'c. branches 
join at Kabra, which is one day’s journey to the fouthward of Tombn^o, uiid is the 
port or Ihipping-place of that city. The traft of land which the two ftreams encircle, 
if called Jinbala, and is inhabited by Negroes } and the whole diftance, by land, from 
Jenne to Tombuftoo, is twelve days’ journey. 

From Kabra, at the diftance of eleven days’ journey, down the ftream, 'he river 
pafles to the fouthward of lloufla, which is two days’ journey diftant from the river. 
Of the further progrefs of diis great river, and its final exit, all the natives with 
whom I converfed, feemed to be entirely ignorant. Their commercial purfuits feldoni 
induce them to travel further than the cities of Tombudloo and Houfla; and as the 
foie obje6t of thofe journies is the acquirement of wealth, they pay but little attention 
to the courfe of rivers, or the geography of countries. It is, however, highly probable 
that the Niger aftbrds a fafe and eafy communication between very remote nations. 
All my informants agreed, that many of the Negro merchants who arrive at Tom- 
buftoo and Houfla, from the caftward, fpeak a different language from that of S^m* 
barra, or any other kingdom with which they are acquainted. But even thefe mer¬ 
chants, it would feem, are ignorant of the termination of the river, for fuch of them 
as can fpeak Arabic, deferibe the amazing length of its courfe ia very general terms; 
faying only that they believe it runs io the world’s end. , 

The names of many kingdoms to the eaftward of Houfla, are familiar to the 
inhabitants of Bambarra. I was fhewn quivers and arrows of very curious workman- 
fhip, which I was informed came from the kingdom of Kaffina. 

On the northern bank of the Nigi ", at a fhort diftance from Silla, is the kingdom 
of Mafina, which is inhabited by Foulahs. They employ themfelves there, as in other 
places, chiefly in pafturage, and pay an annual tribute to the King ot Bambarra, for 
the lands which they occupy. 

To the north-eaft of Mafina, is fituated the kingdom of Tombudoo, the great objed 
of European refearch: the capital of this kingdom being one of the principal marts 
for that extenfive commerce which the Moors carry on with the Negroes. The 
hopes of acquiring wealth in this purfuit, and zeal for propagating their religion, 
have filled this extenfive city with Moors and Mahomedan converts ? the King himfelf, 
and all the chief officers of ftatc are Moors; and they are faid to be more fevere and 
intolerant in their principles than any other of the Moorifh tribes in this part of Africa. 

I was informed by a venerable old Negro, that when he firft vifited Tombuftocy he 
took up his lodging at a fort of public inn, the landlord of which, when he conducted 
.him into his hut, fpread a mat on the floor, and laid a rope upon it; faying, “ If 
“ you are a Muffulman you are ray friend, fit down; but if you are a Kafir, you are . 
“ my flave, and with this rope I will lead you to market.” The prefent Kin^ of 
Tombuftoo is named Abu Abrahma ; he is reported to poflefs li unenfe riches. His 
wives and concubines are faid fo be clothed in filk, and the chief officers qf ftate live 
in confiderable fplendour. The whole expence of his govemin ut it defrayed, as I was 
told, by a tax upon merchandize, which is collcfted at the gates f the city. 

The city of Houfla (the capita] of a large kingdom of the fame name, fituated to 
the eaftward of Tombqftoo,) is another great mart for Moorifh commerce. I converfed 
with many merchants who had vifited that city; and they all agreed that it is larger, 
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and more populous, than Tombuftoo. The trade, police, and government, are nearly 
the fame in both} but in Houfla, the negroes are in greater proportion to the Moors, 
and have fome lharc in the government. 

Concerning the fraall kingdom of Jinbala, I was not able/to colleft much informa¬ 
tion. The foil is faid to be remarkably fertile, and the whole country fo full of 
creeks and fwsynps, that the Moors have hitherto been baffled in every attempt to 
Subdue it. The inhabitants are Negroes, and fome of them are faid to live in con- 
fiderablc affluence, particularly thofe near the capital j which is a refting-place*^ 
for fuch merchants as tranfport goods from Tombuftoo to the wcftern parts of 
Africa. 

To the fouthward of Jinbala, is fituated the Negro kingdom of Gotto, which is 
faid to be of great extent. It was formerly divided into a number of petty flatcs, 
which were governed by their own chiefs ; but their private quarrels invited* invafion 
from the neighbouring kingdoms. At length a politic chief, of the name of Moofee, 
had addrefs enough to make them unite in hoftilitics againft Bambarra'; and on this 
occafion he was unanimoufly chofen general j the different chiefs confenting for a 
time to afl: under his command. Moofee immediately difpatched a fleet of canoes, 
loaded with provifions, from the banks of the lake Dibbie up the Niger, towards Jenne, 
and viBth the whole of his army pulhed forwards into Bambarra. He arrived on the 
banks of the Niger oppofite to Jenne, before the townfpeople had the fmalleft intima¬ 
tion of his approach ; his fleet of canoes joined him the fame day, and having landed the 
provifions, he embarked part of his army, and in the night took Jenne by ftorm. This 
event fo terrified the King of Bambarra, that he fent meffengers to fue for peace, and 
in order to obtain if, confented to deliver to Moofee a certain number of flaves every 
year; and return every thing that had been taken from the inhabitants of Gotto. 
Moofee, thus triumphant, returned to Gotto, where he was declared king, and the cajiital 
of the country is called by his name. 

On the weft of Gotto is the kingdom of Baedoo, which was conquered by the pre- 
fent King of Bambarra about feven years ago, and has continued tributary to him 
ever fince. 

Weft of Baedoo is Maniana j the inhabitants of which, according to the beft informa¬ 
tion I was able to collefl, are cruel and ferocious : carrying their refentment towards 
their enemies fo far as never to give quarter ; and even to indulge themfelves with 
unnatural and difgufting banquets of human flelh. 

I am well aware that the accounts which the negroes give of their enemies, ought to 
be received with great caution; but I heard the fame account in fo many different king¬ 
doms, and from fuch variety of people, whofe veracity I had no occafion to fufpe£f, that 
I am difpofed to allow it fome degree of credit. The inhabitants of Bambarra, in the 
courfe of a long and bloody war, muft have had frequent opportunities of fatisfying 
themfelves as to the faff; and if the report had been entirely without foundation,’ I* 
cannot conceive why the term Madmmulo (man caters), fhould be applied exclufively 
to the inhabitants of Maniana. 
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CHAP. HI.— The Author returns Wejlward — arrives at Modiboo, and recovers 
his Horfe—finds preat Difficulty in travellingf in corficquence of the P .pjiy and the 
ovcrfioiving of the River^; — is infortned that the King of Bambarra had fent Perfons 
to apprehend him ; — avoids Sego, and profecutes his Journey along the Banks of the 
Niger. — Incidents on the Road. — Cruelties attendant on African Wars.^ The Author 
crojfes the River Frinay and arrives at Tafiara. ^ ,4 

t 

HAVING, for the reafons afligned in the lad cluprer, determined to proceed no 
farther eaft ward than Silla, 1 acquainted the dooty with my intention of returning to Stgo, 
propofing to travel along the fouthern fide of the river ; but he informed ree, uiatfrom 
the number of creeks and ftvamps on that fide, it was impoffible to travel by any 
other route than along the northern bank ; and even that route, he faid, would foon 
be impaflable on account of the overflowing of the river. However, as he commended 
my determination to return weftward, he agreed to fpcak to fome one of the filher- 
men to carry me over to Moorzan. I accordingly Itepped into a canoe about eight 
o’clock in the morning of July 30th, and in about an hour was landed at Moorzan. 
At this place I hired a canoe for fixty kowries, and in the afternoon arrived at 
Kea; where, for forty kowries more, the dooty permitted me to fleep in the fame 
hut with one of his flaves. This poor Negro, perceiving that I was ficklyf and 
that my clothes were very ragged, humanely lent me a large cloth to cover me for 
the night. 

July 31 ft. The dooty’s brother being going to Modiboo, 1 embraced the oppor¬ 
tunity of accompanying him thither, there being no beaten road. He promifed to’ carry 
my faddle, which I had left at Kea when my horfe fell down in the woods, as I now 
propofed to prefent it to the King of Bambarra. 

We departed from Kea at eight r'-'bek, and about a mile to the weftward obferved, 
on the bank of the river, a great number of earthen jars piled up together. They 
were very neatly formed, but not glazed; and were evidently r f that fort of pot¬ 
tery which is manufaftured at Downie (a town to the weft of Tombudoo), and 
fold to great advantage in diflFerent parts of Bambarra. As we approached towards 
the jars, my companion plucked up a large handful of herbage, and threw it upon 
them; making figns for me to do the fame, which I did. He then, with great 
ferioufnefs, told me that thefe jars belonged to fome fupcrnatural power; that they 
were found in their prefent fituation about two years ago: and as no perfon had 
claimed them, every traveller as he pafled them, from refpeft to the invifible pro¬ 
prietor, threw fome grafs, or the branch of a tree, upon the heap, to defend the jars 
from the rain. • 

Thus convcrfing, we travelled in the moft friendly manner until, unfortunately, 
%e perceived the footfteps of a lion, quite frefh in the mud, near the river fide. My 
companion now proceeded with great circumipeftion j and at laft, coming to lome 
thick underwood, he infifted that I fhould walk before him. I endeavoured to 
excufe myfelf, by alledging that I did not know the road; Imt he obftmately per- 
fifted ; and after a few high words and menacing looks, threw down the faddle and 
went away. This very much difconcerted me: but as I had given up’all hopes of 
obtaining a horfe, I could nbt think of encumberipg myfelf wit' a faddle j and taking 
off the ftirrups and girths, I threw the faddle into the river. .The Negro no fooner . 
faw me throw the fa4dle into the water, than he came running from among the bufties ] 
where he had concealed himfelf, jumped into the river, and by help of his fpear, 
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> brought 9Ut the faddje, and ran away with it. I continued my courfe along the bank; 
but as the wood was remarkably thick, and 1 had reafon to believe that a lion was at 
no great diftance, I became much afarmed, and took a long circuit through the bufhes 
to avoid him. f 

About four in the afternoon I reached Modiboo, where I found my faddlc. The 
guide, who had got there before me, being afraid that I fhould inform the King of his 
conduft, hacl'*brought the faddle with him in a canoe. 

Wliilo I was converfmg with the dooty, and remonftrating againft the guide for 
* having left me in fuch a fituation, I heard a horfe neigh in one of the huts; and the 
dooty inquired, with a fmile, if I knew who was fpcaking to me ? lie explained himfelf, 
by telling me that my horfe was ftill alive, and fomewhat recovered from his fatigue; 
but he infilled that I Ihould take him along with me; adding, that he had once kept a 
Moor’s horfe for four months, and when the horfe had recovered and got into good 
condition, the Moor returned and claimed it, and refufed to give him any reward for 
his trouble. 

Aug. I ft. I departed from Modiboo, driving my horfe before me : and- in the 
afternoon reached Nyamee, where I remained three daysj during which time it 
rained without intermiflion, and with fuch violence, that no perfon could venture out 
of ^ors. • 

' Aug. 5th. I departed’ from Nyamee; but the country was fo deluged, that I was 
frequently in danger of lofmg the road, and had to wade acrofs the favannahs for 
miles together, Imce Jeep in water. Even the corn ground, which is the drieft land 
in the country, was fo completely flooded, that my horfe twice ftuck fall in the mud, 
and was not got out without the greateft difficulty. 

In the evefting of the fame day I arrived at Nyara, where I was well received 
by the dooty; and as the 6th was rainy, I did not depart until the morning of 
the 7th; but the water had fwelled to fuch a height, that in many places the road 
was fcarcely paflablc; and though I waded breaft deep acrofs the fwainps, 1 could 
only reach a fmall village called Nemaboo, where, however, for an hundred 
kowries, I procured from fome foulahs plenty of corn for niy horfe, and milk for 
myfelf. 

Aug. 8th. The difficulties I had experienced the day before, made me anxious 
to engage a fellow-traveller; particularly as I was affured, that, in the courfe of a 
few days, the country would be fo completely overflowed, as to render the road 
utterly impaffable; but though I oiFered two hundred kowries for a guide, nobody 
Would accompany me. However, on the morning following, (Auguft 9th,) a Moor 
and his-wife, riding upon two bullocks, and bound lor Sego with fait, paifed the 
village; and agreed to take me along with them: but I found them of little fer- 
vice, for they were wholly unacquainted with the road, and being accuftomed to a 
fandy foil, were very bad travellers. Inftead of wading before the bullocks, to feeT 
if the ground was folid, the woman boldly entered the firft fwatnp, riding upon the 
top of the load ; but when Ihe had proceeded about two hundred yards, the bullock 
funk iflto a hole, and threw both the load and herfelf among the reeds. 'I’he frightened 
hufband ftood for fome time fecmingly petrified with honlar, and fuffered his wife to be 
alnioft drowned before he went to her affiftance. 

About funfet we reached Sibity.: but the dooty received me very coolly; and 
. when I Iblicited for a guide to Sanfanding, he told m^ his people were otherwife em- 
. ployed. I was Ihewn into a damp old hut, where 1 palled a very iipcomfortable night; 
ibr when the walls of the hut are foftened by the rain, they frequently become too 
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weak tq fupport the weight of the roof. I heard three huts fall during the nigh/, 
and was apprehenfive that the hut I lodged in would be the fourth. In the homing, as 
I went to pull fome grafs for my horfe, I couifted foyrteen huts which l ad fallen in 
this manner fince the commencement of the rainy feafon. 

It continued to rain with great violence all the loth; and as the dnoty refufed to 
give me any provifions, I purchafed fome corn, which I divided with nxv horfe. 

Aug. iith. The dooty compelled me to depart from the town, ifnd I fet out foij, 
Sanfanding without any great hopes of faring better there than I had done at 
Sibity; for I learned from people who came to vi< t me, that a report prevailed, 
and was univerfally believed, that I had come to Baiubarra as a fpy ; and as Manfong 
had not admitted me into his prefence, the dooties of the different tc were at 
liberty to treat me in whatmianner they pleafed. From repeatedly hearing the fame 
ftory, I had no doubt of the truth of it; but as there was no alternative, I deter¬ 
mined to proceed, and a little before funfet I arrived at Sanfanding. My reception 
was what I cxpe6led.. Counti Mamadi, who had been fo kind to me formerly^ 
fcarccly gave me welcome. Every one wiflicd to flnin me, and my landlord fent a 
perfon to inform me, that a very unfavourable report was received from Sego concern¬ 
ing me, and that he vvilhed me to depart early in the morning. About ten o’clock at 
night Counti Mamadi himfelf came privately to me, and informed me, that Manfong 
had difpatched a canoe to Jeiine to bring me back j and he was afraid I fhould find 
great difficulty in going to the weft country. He advifed me, therefore, to depart from 
Sanfanding before daybreak; and cautioned me againl^ ftopj:>ing at Diggani, or any 
town near Sego. 

Aug. 12 th. I departed from Sanfanding, and reached Kabba in the afifernoon. 
As I approached tlic town, 1 was furprifed to fee feveral people afl'embled at the gate; 
one of whom, as I advanced, came running towards me, and taking my horfe by the 
bridle, led me round the walls of ih own; and then pointing to the weft, told me to 
go along, or it v iild fare worfe with me. It was in vain that I reprefcnied the dan¬ 
ger of being benighted in fhc woods, expofed to the inclcmem y f the weather, and 
to the fury of wild beails. “ Go along,” was all the anfwer j and a number of 
people coming up, and urging me in the fame manner with great earneftnefs, I 
fufpefted that fome of the King’s meffengers, who were fent in fearch of me, were 
in the town; and that thefe Negroes, from mere kindnefs, conduced me paft it 
with a view to facilitate my efcape. I accordingly took the road for Sego, with the 
uncomfortable profpeft of palling the night on the branches of a tree. After travel¬ 
ling about three miles, I came to a fmall village near the road. The dooty was 
fplitting flicks by the gate; but I found I could have no admiaance; and w'hen 
1 attempted to enter, he jumped up, and with the ftick he held in hi;: hand 
threatened to ftrike me off the horfe, if I prefumed to advance another ftep.* 

■ At a little diftance from this village (and farther from the road), is another fmall 
one. I conjedured, that being rather out of the common route the inhabitants might 
have fewer objedions to give me houfe-room for the night; and having crofted fofltie 
corn fields, I fat down under a tree by the well. Two or thr''.; women cameHo draw 
water; and one of thc;n perceiving I was a ftrangei, inquired whither 1 was going. 
I tq^ her I was going for Sego, but being benighted on 'l.o road, I wllhed to Itay "at 
the village until morning*; and begged llie wopld acquaint e dooty with my liru- 
ation. In a little time the dooty lent for me, and pen .ued mo to fleep in a 
large baloon, in one corner of which was conftruded a kiln for drying the' fruit o‘f 
the Ihea trees: it contained about half a cart load of fruit, under which wjis icept 
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up a dear wood fire. I was informed that in three days the frtiit would be ready for 
*pounding*and boiling«; and that the butter thus manufadured, is preferablte to that; 
which is. prepared from fruit dried in the fun, efpecially in the rainy feafon, when the 
procefs by infolaiion is always^tedious, and oftentimes ineffedual. 

Aug. 13th. About ten o’clock I reached a fmall vilKtge within half a Inile of 
Sego, where I endeavoured, but in vain, to prpeure fome provifions. Every one 
feemed anxioUf. to avoid me j and I could plainly perceive, by the looks and behaviour 
of the inhabitants, that fome very unfavourable accounts had been circulated con¬ 
cerning me. I was again informed that Manfong had fent people to apprehend me; 
and the dooty’s fon told me I had no time to lofe, if I wilhed to get fafe out of 
Bambarra. I now fully faw the danger of my fituation, and determined to avoid Sego 
altogether. I accordingly mounted my horfe, and takir\g the road for DIggani, tra¬ 
velled as fall as I could, until I was out of fight of die villagers, when I (truck to the 
weftward, through high grafs and fwampy ground. About noon, I (lopped under a 
tree, to confider what courfe to take ; for I had now no doubt but that the Moors and 
Slatees had mifinformed the King refpefting the objedt of my niilTion, and that the 
people were abfolutely in fearch of me to convey me a prifoncr to Sego. Sometimes I 
had thoughts of fwimming my horfe acrofs the Niger, and going to the fouthward for 
Cape Coall; but refledting that I had ten days to travel before I (hould reach Kong, 
and afterward an extenfive country to traverfe, inhabited by various nations, with 
whofe language and manners I was totally unacquainted, I relinqui(hed this fcherae, 
and judged, that I (hould better anfwer the purpofe of my raillion, by proceeding 
to the weftward along 'the Niger, endeavouring to afeertain how far the river was 
navigable in that direftion. Having refolved upon this courfe, I proceeded accord¬ 
ingly ; and a little before funfet arrived at a Foulah village called Sooboo, where, 
for two hundred kowries, I procured lodging for the night. 

Aug. 14th. I continued my courfe along the bank of the river, through a popu¬ 
lous and well cultivated country. I pafTed a walled town called Kanialia*, without 
flopping j and at noon rode through a large town called Samee, where there happened 
to be a market, and a number of people affembled in an open place in the middle 
of the town, felling cattle, cloth, corn, &c. I rode through the midft of them without 
being much obferved ; every one taking me for a Moor. In the afternoon I arrived 
at a fmall village called Binni, where I agreed with the dooty’s fon, for one hundred 
kowries, to allow me to (lay for the night; but when the dooly returned, he infifted 
that I (hould inftantly leave the place j and if his wife and fon had not interceded for 
me, I mull have complied. 

Aug. 15th. About nine o’clock I paffed a large town called Sai, which very 
much excited my curiofity. It is completely furrounded by two very deep trenches, at 
about two hundred yards diftant from the walls. On the top of the trenches are a 
number of fquare towers ; and the whole has the appearance of a regular fortification. 
Inquiring into the origin of this extraordinary intrenchment, I learned from two of 
thd townfpeople the following particulars; which, if true, fumilh a mournful pifture 
of the eHormities of African wars. About fifteen years ago, when the prefent King 
of Bambarra’s father defolated Maniana, the dooty of Sai bad two fons (lain in battle, 
fighting in the King’s caufe. He had a third fon living; and when the King deraa^cd 
a further reinforcement of men, and this youth among the»reft, the dooty refufecr to 

fend him. This condu£); fo enraged the King, that when he returned from Maniana, 

• « 

* There is another town of this name hereafter to be mentioned. 
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about the beginning 0^ the rainy feafon, and found the dooty protected by the inhabi¬ 
tants, he fat down before Sai with his army, and furroundedfc the town* with the* 
trenches Fhad now feen. After a fiege of tw^p months, the townfpcople jecame in¬ 
volved in all the horrors of femine; and wKilft the King’s army were feafting in 
their trenches, they faw \lflth pleafure the mifcrable inhabitants of Sai devour the' 
leaves and bark of the bentang tree that flood in the middle of the town. Finding, 
however, that the bcfieged would fooner perifli than furrender, the Kin^ad recourfe 
to treachery. He promifed, that if they would open the gates, no perfon fliould be ’ 
, put to death, nor fuff'er any injury but the dooty alone. The poor old man deter-> 
mined to facrifice himfclf, for the fake of hi%fellow-( lizens, and immediately walked 
over to the King’s army, where he was put to death. His fon, in attempting . 0 Tcape, 
w'as caught and raaffacred in the trenches; and the refl of the townl'people were 
carried away captives, and fold a 3 *flaves to the different Negro traders. 

About noon I came to the village of Kaimoo, fituated upon the bank of the river ; 
and as the corn 1 had puvehafed at Sibili, was exhaufled, I endeavoured to purchafe 
a frcffi fupply ; but was informed that corn was become very fcarce all over the 
country ; and though I offered fifty kowrics for a fmall quantity, no perfon would 
fell me any. As I was about to depart, however, one of the villagers (who probably 
miftook me for a Moorilh ftiercef) brought me fonic as a prefent; only defiring me 
in return, to beflow my bleffing upon him ; which I did in plain Englifli, and he 
received it with a thoufand acknowledgments. Of this prefent I made my dinner j 
and it was the third fucceffive day that I had fubfifted entirely upon raw corn. 

In the evening I arrived at a fmall village called Song, tlfe furly inhabitants of 
which would not receive me, nor fo much as permit me to enter the gate; but as 
lions were very numerous in this neighbourhood, and I had frequently, in the courfe 
of the day, feen the impi effion of their feet on the road, I refolved to flay in the 
vicinity of the village. Having colh ’•ed fome grafs for my horfe, I accordingly lay 
down under a tree by the gate. About ten o’clock I heard the hollow roar of a 
lion at no great diftance, and attempted to open the gate; but tlie neople from within 
told me, that no perfon mufl attempt to enter the gate without the dooty’s permif- 
fion. I begged them to inform the dooty that a lion was approaching the village, 
and I hoped he w’ould allow me to come within the gate. I waited for an anfwer to 
this meffage with great anxiety ; for the lion kept prowling tound the village, and 
once advanced fo very near me, that I heard him ruftling among the grafs, and climbed 
the tree for fafety. About midnight the dooty with fome of his people opened the 
gate, and defired me to come in. They were convinced, they laid, that I was not a 
Moor; for no Moor ever waited any time at the gate of a village, wirliout curling the 
inhabitants. 

Aug. 16th. About ten o’clock I paffed a confiderable town, with a mbfque, 
called Jabbe. Here the country begins to rife into hills, and I could fee the fum- 
mits of high mountains to the weflward. 1 had very difagrccable travelling all this 
day, on account of the fwampinefs of the roads ; for the river was now rifen to fuch 
a height, as to overflow great part of the flat land on both fides; and from th** tnud- 
dinefs of the water, it wjis difficult to difeern its depth. In croffmg one of thefe 
fwai^, a little to the weflward of a town called Gangu, my hurfe being up to the 
belly in water, flipt fudderlly into a deep pit, aqd was almo ' drowned before he 
could difengage his feet froin the fliff clay at the bottom, .ndeed both the horfe 
and his rider were fq completely covered with mud, that in pafiing the village of Cal-* 
li mana, the people compared us to two dirty elephants. About noou 1 flopp-d at a* 
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fmall village near Yamina, where I purchafed fome corn, and dried giy papers and 
'clothes, t 1 ^ 

The tpwn of Yamina, at a mlianpe, has a very fine appearance. It cov^frs nearly 
the fame extent of ground ds Sanfanting; but having been plundered by Daify, 
•“King of Kaarta, about four years ago, it has not yet refppied its former profjjerity; 
nearly one half of the town being nothing but a heap of ruins : however, it is ftiU a 
confiderable pl^ce, and is fo much frequented by* the Moors, that I did not think it 
* fafe to lodge in it: but, in order to fatisfy myfelf refpeding its population and extent, 
I refolved to ride through it; in doing which, I obferved a great many Moors fitting 
upon the Bentangs, and other places of public refort. Every body looked at me 
wth aftonifliment; but as I rode brifkly ^long, they had no time to alk queftions. . 

I arrived in the evening at Farra, a walled village j where, without much difficulty, 

I procured a lodging for the night. ^ 

Aug. 17th. Early in the morning I purfued my journey, and at eight o’clock 
paiTed a confiderable town called Balaba: after which the road quits the plain, and 
ftretches along the fide of the hill. I paffed in the courfe of this day the ruins of 
three towns; the inhabitants of which were all carried away by Daify, King of 
Kaarta, on the fame day that he took and plundered Yamina. Near one of thefe 
ruins I climbed a tamarind tree, but found the fruit quite green and four; and the 
profpeQ: of the country was by no means inviting ; for the high gfafs and buflics 
feemed completely to obftruft the road, and the low lands were all fo flooded by 
the river, that the Niger had the appearance of an extenfive lake. In the evening I 
arrived at Kanika, where the dooty, who was fitting upon an elephant’s hide at the 
gate, received me kindly; and gave me for fupper fome milk and meal; which I 
confidered (as to a perfon in my fituation it really was) a very great luxury. 

Aug. 18th. By miftake I took the wrong road, and did not difeover my error 
until I had travelled near four miles; when coming to an eminence, I obferved the 
Niger confiderably to the left. Directing my courfe towards it, I travelled through 
long grafs and bufhes, with great difficulty, until two o’clock in the afternoon ; when 
I came to a comparatively fmall, but very rapid river; which I took at firft for a 
creek, or one of the ftreams of the Niger. However, after I had examined it with 
more attention, I was convinced that it was a diftinft river ; and as the road evidently 
croffed it (for 1 could fee the pathway on the oppofite fide), I fat down upon the 
bank, in hopes that fome traveller might arrive, who would give me the neceflfary 
information concerning the fording place ; for the banks were fo covered with 
reeds and bufhes, that it would have been almoft impoffible to land on the other 
fide, except at the pathway; which, on account of the rapidity of the ftream, it 
feemed very difficult to reach. No traveller, however, arriving, and there being a 
great appearance of rain, I examined the grafs and bufhes, for fome way up the bank, 
and determined upon entering the river confiderably above the pathway, in order tp 
reach the other fide before the flream had fwept me too far down. With this view I 
faftened my clothes upon the faddle, and was (landing up to the neck in water, pul¬ 
ling my^Jiorfe by the bridle to make him follow me, when a man came accidentally 
to the place, and feeing’me in the water, called to me witjt great vehemence to come 
out. The alligators, he faid, would devour both me artd my horfe, if we at¬ 
tempted to fwim over. When I had got out, the ftranger, who had never bwbre 
feen a European, feemed wonderfuKy furprifed. He twice put his hand to his 
mouth, exclaiming in a* low tone of voice, “ God preferve me! who is this?” but 
when he heard me fpeak the Bambarra tongue, and found thae I was going the 
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fame way jis timfelf, he promifed, to affift me in crolling the rive*if thp name <>f 
* which he told .me was Frina. He then went a little way along the bank, and 
called to forae perfon, who anfwered from the other rfide. In a Ihorj .ime a canoe, 
with two boys, came pad/lh’ng from among the reeds: thefc boys agreed for fifty 
kq,wries, to tranfport me and my horfe over the river, which was eftefted without 
much difficulty ; and I arrived in the evening at Tafl'ara, a walled ^own ; and foon 
difcovercd that the language of the natives was improved, from the corrupted dialefib 
of Bambarra, to the pure Mandingo. 


CHAP. IV.— hihofpit able Reception at Taffara. — A Negro Funeral at Fooba.—~The 
Author continues his Route through fcvcral Villages along the Banks of the Niger, 
until he comes to Koolikorro. Supports himfelf by writing Saphies — Ma¬ 

ra boo—lofes the Road; and after many DiJJiculiics arrives at Bammakoo.—Fakes the 
Road for Sibidooloo—meets with great Kindnefs at a Village called Kooma is after¬ 
wards robbed, f ripped, and plundered by Banditti .— The Author's Ref ource and 
Confolalion under exquifite Di/lrcfs. ~ He arrives in Safety at Sibidooloo. 

ON my arrival at Taffara, I inquired for the dooty, but was informed that he had 
died a few days before my arrival, and that there was, at that moment, a meeting of the 
chief men for cledting another ; there being fome difpute about the fucceflion. It was 
probably owing to this unfettled ftate of the town that I experienced fuch a want of 
hofpitality in it j for though I informed the inhabitants that 1 Ihould only,remain 
with them for one night, and affured tltcm that Manfong had given me fome kowries 
to pay for my lodging, yet no perfon invited me to come in ; and I was forced to fit 
alone under the bentang tree, exnofed to the rain and wind of a tornado, which 
lafted with great violence until miuuight. At this time the ftranger, who had alliftcd 
me in crofling the river, paid ml a vifit, and obferving that I had not found a lodging, 
invited me to take part of his fupper, which he had brought to the door of his hut: 
for being a guefl himfelf, be could not, without his landlord’s confent, invite me to 
come in. After this, I flept upon fome wet grafs in the corner of a court. My horfe 
fared ftill worfe than myfelf; the coni I had purchafed being all expended, and I could 
not procure a fupply. 

Aug. 20th. I paffed the town of Jaba, and flopped a few minutes at a village called 
Somino, where I begged and obtained fome coarfe food, which the natives prepare from 
the hulks of corn, and call Boo. About two o’clock I came to the village of Sooha, 
and endeavoured to purchafe fome corn from the dooty, who was fitting by the gatej 
but without fuccefs. I then requefted a little food by way of charity, but waut told he 
had none to fpare. Whilft I was examining the countenance of this inhofpiiable old 
man, and endeavouring to find out the caufc of the fullcn difeontent, which was \ ifible 
in his eye, he called to a Have who was working in the corn-field at a little diflance, 
and ordered him to bring his hoe along with him. The dooty then told him to dig 
a hole in the ground; pointing to a fpot at no great diftai.ce. The Have,"with his 
hoe, began to dig a pit»inthe earth ; and the dooty, who app.-ared to.be a man of a 
vcry’fretful difpofition, k(jpt muttering and talking to himfelf antil the pit was alraolfc 
finiflied, when he repeatedly pronounced the •words dank :;!j (good for nothing); 
jankra lemon (a real plague)which exprefllons I thouglit coifld be applied to nobody 
but myfelf; and as the pit had very much the appearance of a grave, 1 thought it pru¬ 
dent to mount my horfe, and was about to decamp, when the Have, who had before 
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j^ne into tl)e vt|^ge, to tny furprife, returned with the corpfe of a bojr about nine 
or ten years of age, quite naked. The negro carried the body by a leg and an 
arm, and threw it into the pit \{.dth a'favage indifference, which I had never before 
feen. As he covered the body with earth, the dootv often expreffed bimfelf 
naphula att'miata (money loft); whence I concluded that tKc boy had been one of his 
flaves. * 

Departing frohi this (hocking fcenc, I travelled by the fide of the river until funfet, 
when I came to Koolikorro ; a confiderable town, and a great market for fait. Here 
I took up my lodgmg at the houfe of a Bambarran, who had formerly been the Have 
of a Moor, and in that chara£tcr had traveled to Aoran, Towdinni, and many other 
places in the Great Defert; but turning Muflulman, and his inafter dying at Jenne, he 
obtained his freedom, and fettled at this place, where he carries on a confiderable trade 
in fait, cotton-cloth, &c. His knowledge of the world has not lelfencd that fuperftitious 
confidence in fapffies and charms, which he had imbibed in his earlier years; for when 
he heard that I was a Chriftian, he immediately thought of procuring a fapliie; and for 
this purpofe brought out hiswa/Aa, or writing board; affuring me, that he would drefs 
me a fupper of rice, if I would write him a faphie to protcdl him from wicked men. 
The propofal was of too great confequence to me to be refufed; I therefore wrote 
the board full from top to bottom, on both fides; and my landlord, to be certain of 
having the whole force of the charm, waflied the writing from the board into a cala- 
bafh with a little water, and having faid a few prayers over it, drank this powerful 
draught; after which, Ipft a fingle word fliould efcape, he licked the board until it was 
quite dry. A faphie writer was a man of too great confequence to be long concealed ; 
the important information was carried to the dooty, who lent his fon with half a fliect 
of writing-paper, defiring me to write him a naphulafaphie (a charm to procure wealth). 
He brought me, as a prefent, fome meal and milk ; and when I had finiflicd the faphie, 
and read it to him with an audible voice, he feemed highly fatisfied with his bargain, 
and promifed to bring me in the morning fome milk*for my breakfaft. When 1 had 
fmifhed my fupper of rice and fait, I laid myfelf down upon a bullock’s hide, and flept 
very quietly until morning; this being the firft good meal and refrefiiing fleep that I had 
enjoyed for a long time. 

Aug. 21 ft. At daybreak I departed from Koolikorro, and about noon paffed the 
villages of Kayoo and Toolumbo. In the afternoon I arrived at Maraboo ; a large town, 
and, like Koolikorro, famous for its trade in fait. 1 was condudted to the houfe of a 
Kaartan, of the tribe of lower, by wly.im 1 was well received. This man had acquired 
a confiderable property in the Have trade: and, from his hofpitaliiy to ftrangers, was 
called by way of pre-eminence, Jattcc (the landlord); and his houfe was a fort of public 
inn for .all travellers. Thofe who had money were well lodged, for they always made 
him fome return for his kindnefs; but thofe who had nothing to give, were content to 
accept whatever he thought proper ; and as I could not rank rnyfelf among the monic'd 
men, I was hap]iy to take up my lodging in the fame hut with feven poor fellows who 
had come from Kancaba in a canoc. But our landlord fent us fome viduals. 

Aug.*2 2d. One of the landlord’s fervaiits went with me a. little way from the 
town to fhew me what road to take; but whether from Ignorance or defign 1 know 
not, ho dire£lccl me wrong ; and I did not difeover my miftake until the day was fsj^ad- 
vanced; when, coming to a deep creek, I had fome thoughts'of turning back; but as by 
that means I forefaw that 1 could not poflibly reach Bamipakoo before night, Irefolved 
to croffi it; and leading my horfe clofe to the brink, I went behind hijn, and pufiied him 
Jieadlong into the water, and then taking the bridle in my teeth, fwain over to the 
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'Othei* fide. This was the third creek I had croffed in this manner liice I had left’ 
Sego; but having fecured my notes and memorandums in the crown of my hat, I 
received little or no inconvenience from fuch adventurls. * The rain and heavy dew 
kept my*clothes conllantly \,et; and the roads being very deep and full of mud, fuch 
a walking was fometimes pleafant, and oftentimes necelTary. I continued travelling, 
through high grafs, without any beaten road, and about noon came to ihe river; the 
banks of which are here very rocky, and the force and roar of the water were very 
great. The King of Bambarfa’s canoes, however, f equently pafs thefe rapids, by 
keeping clofe to the bank; perfons being ftationed oi. the Ihore with ropes fallened 
to the canoe, while others pulh it forward with long poles. At this time, j c wever, 
it would, I think, have been a jnatter of great difficulty for any European boat to have 
croffed the ftream. About four o’clock in the afternoon, having altered my courfe 
from the river towards the mountains, I came to a I'mall pathway, which led to a vil¬ 
lage called Frookaboo, where I llcpt. 

Aug. 23d. Early in the morning I fet out for Bammakoo, at which place I arrived 
about five o’clock in the afternoon. I had heard Bammakoo much talked of as a great 
market for fait, and I felt rather difappointed to find it only a middling town, not quite 
fo large as Marraboo ; however, the fmallncfs of its fize is more than compenfated by 
the riches of its inhabitants; for when the Moors bring their fait through Kaarta or 
Bambarra, they conllantly reft a few days at this place; and the Negro merchants here, 
who are well acquainted with the value of fait in different kingdoms, frequently pur- 
chafe by wholefale, and retail it to great advantage. Here I lod|[cd at the houfe of a 
Scra-Woolli negro, and was vifited by a number of Moors. They fpoke very^ood 
Mandingo, and were more civil to me than their countrymen had been. One of them 
had travelled to Rio Grande, and fpoke very highly of the Chriftians. He fent me in 
the evening fome boiled rice and mil!. I now endeavoured to procure information 
concerning my route to the weftt^rd, from a Have-merchant who had refided fome 
years on the Gambia. He gave me fome imperfeft account of tli'" liftancc, and enu¬ 
merated the names of a great many places that lay in the way; but withal told me that 
the road was impaffable at this fealbn of the year: he was even afraid, he faid, that I 
Ihould find great dilliculty in proceeding any farther; as the road croffed the Joliba 
at a tow'n about half a day’s journey to the weftward of Bammakoo; and there being 
no canoes at that place large enough to receive my horfe, I could not polfibly get him 
over for fome months to come. This was an obftruflion of a very fcrlous nature; but 
as I had no money to maintain myfelf even for a tew days, I rclbivcd to pulh on, and 
if 1 could not convey my horfe acrofs the river, to abandon him, an.! Iwim over my¬ 
felf. In thoughts of this nature I pafl’ed the night, and in the morning confulted with 
my landlord how 1 Ihould furmount the prefent difficulty. He informed me that one 
road Hill remained, which was indeed very rocky, and fcarcely paffable for horfes; but 
that if 1 had a proper guide over the hills ;;o a town called Sibidooloo, he had no 
doubt, but with patience and caution, 1 might travel forwards through Manding. I* 
immediately applied to the dooty, and was informed that a Jilli Kta (finging mam) was 
about to depart for Sibidooloo, and would Ihcw me the road over the hills. With this 
man, who undertook to be’my conductor, I travelled up a rocky glen aboijt two miles, 
when we came to a fmall village; and here my mufical fellow-:i seller found out that 
he had brought me the wrong road. He told me ’that the hor, -.road lay on the other 
fide of the hilk, and throwing Ms drum upon his back, mounted up the rocks, where 
indeed no horfe could follow him, leaving me to admire his agility, and trace out a 
road for myfelf. As I found it impoflible to proceed, 1 rode back to the level ground, 
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"and dire6Hng%iy courfe to the eaftward, came about noon to another glen, and dif- 
covered a path on which I obferved the marks of horfes’ feet: following this path, I 
came in a Ihort time to fomi Ihepherds’ huts, where I was informed that I was in the 
right road, but that 1 could not poffibly reach Sibidoo^o before night. S6on after 
this I gained the fuintnit of a hill, from whence I had an extenfive view of the country. 
Towards (he fouth-eaft, appeared foine very diftant mountains, which I had formerly 
feen from an eminence near Marraboo, where the people informed me, that thefe 
mountains were fituated in a large and powerful kingdbm called Kong ; the fovereign 
of which could raife a much greater army than the King of Bambarra. Upon this 
height the foil is fliallow ; the rocks arc iron-ftonc and fehiftus, with detached pieces 
of white quartz. , 

A little before funfet, I defeended on the north-weft fide of this ridge of hills, and 
as I was looking about for a convenient tree under which to pafs the night (for I had 
no hopes of reaching any town), I defeended into a delightful valley, and foon 
afterwards arrived at a romantic village called Kooma. This village is furrounded 
by a high wall, and is the foie property of a Mandingo merchant, who fled hither with 
his family during a former war. The adjacent fields yield him plenty of com, his 
cattle roam at large in the valley, and the rocky hills fecure him from the depreda¬ 
tions of war. In this obfeure retreat he is feldom vifited by ftrangers, but whenever 
this happens, he makes the w'eary traveller welcome. I foon found myfelf furrounded 
by a circle of the harmlefs villagers. They aiked me a thoufand queftions about my 
country; and, in return for my information, brought corn and milk for myfelf, and 
grafs for my horfe; kindled a fire in the hut where I was to fleep, and appeared very 
anxious to ferve me. 

Aug. a5th. I departed from Kooma, accompanied by two fticphcrds, who were 
going towards Sibidooloo. The road was very fteep and rocky, and as my horfe had 
iiurt his feet much in coming from Bammakoo, h,e travelled flowly and with great 
difficulty; for in many places the afeent was fo marp, and the declivities fo great, 
that if he had made one falfe ftep, he muft inevitably have been dallied to pieces. The 
fliepherds being anxious to proceed, gave themfelves little trouble about me or my 
horfe, and kept walking on at a confiderable diftauce. It was about eleven o’clock, 
as I flopped to drink a little water at a rivulet (my companions being near a quarter 
of a mile before me), that I heard fome people calling to each other, and prefentiy 
a loud fereaming, as from a perfon in great diftrefs. I immediately conjedtured that a 
lion had taken one of the fliepherds, and mounted my horfe to have a better view of 
what had happened. The node, however, ccafed ; and I rode flowly towards the 
place from whence I thought it had proceeded, callitig out, but without receiving any 
anfwer. In a little time, however, I perceived one of the fliepherds lying among 
the long grafs near the road ; and though I could fee no blood upon him, I concluded 
he was dead. But when I came clofe to him, he whifpered me to flop; telling me that 
•a party of armed men had feized upon Jus companion, and fliot two arrows at himl'elf 
as IiQ was making his^efcape. I flopped to confider what courfc to take, and looking 
round, faw at a little diftance a man fitting upon the ft.unip of a tree; 1 diftinguiflied 
alfo the he&ds of fix or feven more, fitting among the j^rafs with mulkcts in their 
bands. I bad now no hopes of cfcaping, and therefore determined to ride forward 
towards them. As I approached fhem, I was in hopes they were elephant hunters: 
and by way of opening the convCrfation, inquired if they had fliot Any thing; but 
without returning an anfwer, one of them ordered me to difinount; and then, as if 
recollecting himfelf, waved with his hand for me to proceed. I accordingly rode 
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part, and had with fome difficulty crolTed a deep rivulet, when I heard fomebojiy 
holloa j and looking behind, faw thofe I had taken for elephant htintere, running 
after me, smd calling out to me to turn back. • I flopped until they werj all come 
up } when they informed me that the King of the Foulahs had fent them on purpofe 
to bring me, my horfe, ^,nd every thing that belonged to me, 'to Fvioladoo; and 
that therefore I mufl turn back, and go along with them. Without hefitating a 
moment, I turned round and followed them, and we travelled together near a 
quarter of a mile, without exchanging a word ; when coming to a dark place of the 
wood, one of them faid, in the Mandingo languaj's “this place will do;” and 
immediately fnatched my hat from my head. Tho jgh I was by no means free of 
apprehenfion, yet I refolved to fhew as few figns of fear as poflible, and '’..erefore 
told them, that unlefs my hat was returned to me, I fltould proceed no further. But 
before I had time to receive an anfwer, another drew his knife, and feizing upon a 
metal button which remained upon my waiftcoat, cut it off, and put it into his 
pocket. Their intentions were now obvious ; and 1 thought that the cafier they were 
permitted to rob me of every thing, the lefs I had to fear. I therefore allowed them 
to fearch my pockets without I'efiftance, and examine every part of my apparel, 
which they did with the mofl: fcrupulous exadnefs. But obferving that I had one 
waiftcoat under another, they infilled that I fhould caft them both off; and at laft, to 
make fure work, ffripped me quite naked. Even my half boots (though the foie of 
one of them was tied on to my foot with a broken bridle rein) were minutely 
infpeded. Whilft they were examining the plunder, I begged thepi, with great 
earneftnefs, to return my pocket compafs; but when I point^ it out to them, as it 
was lying on the ground, one of the banditti, thinking 1 was about to tako it up, 
cocked his mulkct, and ftvore that he would lay me dead on the fpot, if I prefumed to 
put my hand upon it. After this, Ibine of them went away with my horfe, and the 
remainder flood confidering whet’ — they fhould leave me quite naked, or allow me 
fomething to flielter me from^iie fun. Humanity at laft prevailed: they returned 
me the vvorft of the two fhirts, and a pair of trowfers ; and, a^- thf-y went away, one of 
them threw back my hat, in the crown of which I kept my memorandums ; and this 
was probably the reafon they did not wifli to keep it. After they were gone, I fat for 
fome time looking around me with amazement and terror. Whichever way I turned, 
nothing appeared but danger and difficulty. I faw myfelf in the • midft of a vail 
wildernefs in the depth of the rainy fcafon, naked and alone; furrounded by favage 
animals, and men ftill more favage. I was five hundred miles from the neareft 
European fettlement. All thefe circumflanccs crowded at once on my recolle^lion ; 
and 1 confefs that my fpirits began to fail me. I confidcred my fate as certain, and 
that I had no alternative, but to lie down and perifh. The influence of religion, 
however, aided and fupported me. I rc-fletled that no human prudence or forefight 
could poffibly have averted my prefent fufForings. I was indeed a ftranger in a ftrange 
land, yet I was ftill under the proteding eye of that Providence who has conde- 
feended to call himfelf the ftrahger’s frierul. At this moment, painful as my reflec¬ 
tions were, the extraordinary beauty of a finall mofs, in frudification, icrefiftibly 
caught my eye. I mention this to flicw from what trifling circumflanccs the mind 
will fometimes derive confolation; for though the whole plai.t was aot larger than 
the top of one of my fingers, I could not contemplate the d; 'icate conformation of its 
roots, leaves, and capfula, without admiration. Can th. .Being (thought I), who 
planted, watered, and brought to perfedion, inlhis obfeure part of the world, a thing 
which annears of'fo finaii imeortance. look with unconcern unon the fitu Aioa and 
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• that wh^ I faw my forfe ftiortinp; in the water, I thought it was impoflible to fave 
him. The inhabitants of the village, however, immediately alTembled, and having 
tied together a number of withes * they lowered a man down into the well, who 
faftencd thofe withes round the body of the horfe; and the people, having firft 
drawn up the man, took hold of the withes, and tom/furprife pulled the horfe out 
with the greateft facility. The poor animal was now reduced to a mere Ikeleton, 
and the roads were fcarcely paffable, being either very rocky, or elfe full of mud 
and water; I therefore found it imprafticable to travel with him any farther, and 
was happy to leave him in the hands of one who 1 thought would take care of 
him. I accordingly prefented him to my landlord; and defircd him to fend my 
faddle and bridle, as a prefent, to the manfa of Sibidooloo; being the only return 
I could make him, for having taken fo much trouble in procuring my horfe and 
clothes. 

I now thought it neceflary, fick as I was, to take leave of my hofpitable landlord. On 
the morning of Sept. 8th, when I was about to depart, he prefented me with his fpear, 
as a token of remembrance, and a leather bag to contain my clothes. Having con¬ 
verted my half boots into fandals, I travelled with more eafe, and flept that night at 
a village called Ballanti. On the gth, I reached Nemacoo ; but the manfa of the 
village thought fit to make me fup upon the camelion’s difh. lij way of apology, 
however, he alTured me the next morning, that the fcarcity of corn was fuch, that he 
could not poffibly allow me any. I could not accufe him of unkindnefs, as all the 
people aftually appeared to be ftarving. 

S^pt. loth. Itrainetl hard all day, and the people kept themfelvcs in their huts. 
In the afternoon I was vifited by a Negro, named Modi Lemina raiira, a great trader, 
who fufpefting my diftrefs, brought me fome vidluals ; and proinifed to conduft me 
to his houfe at Kinyeto the day following. 

Sept. iith. I departed from Nemacoo, and arrived at Kinyeto in the evening; 
but having hurt my ancle in the way, it fwelled and inflamed fo much that I could 
neither walk nor fet my foot to the ground the next day, without giving pain. 
My landlord obferving this, kindly invited me to flop with him a few days ; and 
I accordingly remained at his houfe until the 14th; by which time I felt much 
relieved, and could walk with the help of a ftalF. I now fet out, thanking my land¬ 
lord for his great care and attention ; and being accompanied by a young man, who 
was travelling the fame way, I proceeded for Jerijang, a beautiful and well cul¬ 
tivated diflrid, the manfa of which is reckoned the moll powerful chief of any in 
Manding. 

On the 15th, I reached Dofita, a large town, where I flaid one day on account of 
the rain ; but continued very fickly, and was flightly delirious in the night. On the 
17th I fet out for Manfia, a confiderablc town, where fmall quantities of gold are 
collefled. The road led over a high rocky hill, and my ftrength and fpirits were fo 

, much exhaufted, that before I could reach the top of the hill I was forced to lie down 
three times, being very faint and fickly. I readied Manfia in the afternoon. The 
manfa of this town h?id the charader of being very inhofpitable; he however fent me a 
little corn ^or my fupper, but demanded fomething in return ; and when I ^ured 
him that I had nothing of value in my pofleflion, he told me (as if in jeft), that my 
white Ikin Ihould not defend men if I told him lies. 'He then Ihewed me the hut 
wherein I was to flefcp; but took away my fpear, faying that it fliould be returned 


* Ftoid a plant called kabha, that climbs like a vine upon the trees. 
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ttt me in the morning. This trifling circumftance, when jollied to the character V 
had heard of the man, made me rather fufpicious of him; and I jprivately deflred one 
of the inhabitants of the place, who had a bow and quiver, to fleep in the fame hut with 
me. About midnigjit, I heard fomebody approach the door, and obferving the ftioon- 
light ftrike fuddenly into tht hut, I ftarted up, and faw a man ftepping cautioufly over 
the threfhold. I immediately fnatched up- the Negro’s bow and quiver, the rattling 
of which made the man withdraw ; and my companion looking out, anured me that 
it was the manfa himfelf, and advifcd me to keep awake until the morning. I clofed 
the door, and placed a large piece of wood behind i., and was wondering at this 
unexpefted vifit, when fomebody prefled fo hard againft the door, that the N^ro 
could fcarcely keep it Ihut. But when I called to him to open the door, tUe intruder 
ran off, as before. * 

Sept. i6th. As foon as it was light, the Negro, at my requeft, went to the manfa's 
houfe and brought away my fpear. He-told me that the manfa was afleep, and left 
this inhofpitable chief fhoilld devife means to detain me, he advifed me to fet out before 
he was awake, which I immediately did j and about two o’clock reached Kamalia, a 
fmall town, fituated at the bottom of fome rocky hills, where the inhabitants collet 
gold in considerable quantities. The buflireens here live apart from the kafirs, and have 
built their huts in a fcattered manner, at a fliort diftance from the town. They have a 
place fet apart for performing their devotions in, to which they give the name of tnijjfura, 
or mofque; but it is in fadt nothing more than a fquare piece of ground made levd, and 
furrounded with the trunks of trees, having a fmall projedion towards the eaft, where 
the marraboo, or prieft, ftands when he calls the people to prayers. Mofques qf this 
conftrudion are very common among the converted Negroes; but having neither walls 
nor roof, they can only be ufed in fine weather. When it rains, the buflireens perform 
their devotions in their huts. 

On my arrival at Kamalia, I \v„b condufted to the houfe of a buflireen named 
Karfa Taura, the bi other of him to whofe hofpitality I was indebted at Kinyeto. He 
was colledinga coffle of flrvcs, with a view to fell them to the Europeans on the 
Gambia as foon as the rains fliould be over. I found him fitting in his baloon furrounded 
by feveral flatees, who propofed to join the cofile. He was reading to them from an 
Arabic book; and inquired, with a fmile, if I underftood it ? Being anfwered in the 
negative, he defired one of the flatees to fetch the little curious book, which had been 
brought from the weft country. On opening this fmall volume, I was furprifed and 
delighled, to find it our Book of Common Prayer ; and Karfa erprefled great joy to 
hear that I could read it j for fome of the flatees who had feen the Europeans upon 
the coaft, obferving the colour of my flein (which was now become very yellow from 
ficknefs), my long beard, ragged clothes, and extreme poverty j were unwillihg to 
admit that I was a white man, and told Karfa, that they fufpefled I was fome Arab 
in difguife. Karfa, however, perceiving that T could read this book, had no doubt 
concerning me ; and kindly promifed me every afliftance in his power. At the fame, 
time he informed me that it was impoflible to crofs the Jallonka wildemefs for ^any 
months yet to come, as no lefs than eight rapid rivers, he faid, lay in the way. He 
added, that he intended to fet out himfelf for Gambia as foon as ‘.he rivers were ford¬ 
able, and the grafs burnt; and advifed me to ftay and accoippany him. He remarked, 
that when a caravan of the natives could not travel through t' . country, it was idle 
for a Angle white man to attempt it. I readily admitted that *fuch an attempt was 
an aft of raflmefs, but I aflured him that I had now no alternative \ for hafirg ao 
money to fupport myfelf, I muft either beg my fubfiftence, by travelling from place to 
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, place, or perilh for Karfa now looked at me with great eameftnefe, and inquired 

u I could eat the common visuals of the country j afluring me he had never before 
feen a white man*. He added, thatdf I would remain with him «ntil the rains were 
over,, he would give me plenty of viduals in the meantime, and a hut to fleep in; 
and that after he had conduced me in fafety to the Gambia, I iftight then make him 
what return I thought proper. I aiked him if the value of one prime flave would 
fatisfy him. He anfwered in the affirmative; and immediately ordered one of the 
huts to be fwept for my accommodation. Thus was I delivered, by the friendly care 
of this benevolent Negro, f* from a fituation truly deplorable. Diftrefs and famine 
preiFed hard upon me; I had, before me, the gloomy wilds of Jallonkadpo, where the 
traveller fees no habitation for five fucceffive days. I had obferved at a diftance, the 
rapid courfc of the river Kokoro. I had almoft marked out the place where I was 
doomed, I thought, to perifli, when this friendly Negro ftretchcd out his hofpitable 
hand for my relief. 

In the hut which was appropriated for me, I was provided with a mat to fleep on, 
an earthen jar for holding water, and a fmall calabafli to drink out of; and Karfa 
fent me from his own dwelling, two meals a day ; and ordered his flaves to fupply me 
with fire-wood and water. But I found that neither the kindnefs of Karfa, nor any 
fort of accommodation could put a flop to the fever which weakened me, and which 
became every clay more alarming. I endeavoured as much as poflible to conceal my 
diftrefs; but on the third day after my arrival, as I was going with Karfa to vifit 
fome of his friends, I found myfclf fo faint that I could fcarcely walk, and before we 
reached the place, I ‘ftaggerecl, and fell into a pit from which the clay had been 
takeif to build one of the huts. Karfa endeavoured to confole me with the hopes 
of a fpeedy recovery ; aflTuring me, that if I would not walk out in the wet, I Ihould 
foon be well. I determined to follow his advice, and confine myfelf to my hut; 
but was ftill tormented with the fever, and my health continued to be in a very pre¬ 
carious ftate for five enfuing weeks. Sometimes I could crawl out of the hut, and 
fit a few hours in the open air j at other times I was unable to rife, and pafled the 
lingering hours in a very gloomy and folitary manner. I was feldom vifited by 
any perfon except my benevolent landlord, who came daily to inquire after my 
health. When the rains became lefs frequent, and the country began to grow dry, 
the fever left me; but in fo debilitated a condition, that I could fcarcely ftand 
upright, and it was with great difficulty that I could carry my mat to the fliade of 
a tamarind tree, at a fliori diflancc, to enjoy the refrelhing finell of the corn;^elds, 
and delight my eyes with a profpeft of the country. I had the picafurc, at lerigtii, 
to find myfelf in a ftate of convaJefcence : towards which the benevolent and 
fimpl^ n.anners of the Negroes, and the periftal of Karfa’s little volume, greatly 
contributed. 

In ilie mean time, many of the flatees who refided at Kamalia, having fpent ’all 
(heir money, and become in a great mcafure dependent upon Karfa’s hofpitality, 
beheld me with an eye of envy, and invented many ridiculous and trifling ftories 
to leflcn me in Karia’i efteem. And in the beginning of December, a Sera-Woolli 
flatee, with five Haves, arrived from Sego : tliis man too, fprfad a number of malicious 
reports concl’raing me ; but Karfa paid no attention to them, and continued to ffiew 
me the fame kindnefs as formerly^ As I was one converfing with the flaves 
^ which this flatee had brought, one of them begged me to give him fome viftuals. I 
* told him 1 was a (Irangcr, and had none to give. He* replied, I gave you yiftuals 
' when you was hungry. -—Have you forgot the man who brought you milk at Kar- 
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rankalla? But ('added he, with a figh) irons were not upon my kp !** I* 
immediately recollefted him, and begged fome ground nuts from Karfa to give him, as 
a return for his former kindnefs. He told me that He had been taken by the ’ .ambarrans, 
the day after the battle at Joka, and fent to Sego, where he had been purchafed by his 
prefent mafter, who was ca.»rying him down to Kajaaga. Three more of thefe flaves 
were from Kaarta, and one from Waffela, all of them prifoners of war. They ftopped 
four days at Kamalia, and were then taken to Bala, where they remained*until the river 
Kokoro was fordable, and the grals burnt. 

In the beginning of December Karfa propofed to c niplete’ his purchafe of flaves; 
and for this purpofe colletled all the debts which were owing to him in his own 
country. And on the 19th, being accompanied by three llatees, he departed for 
Kancaba, a large town on the banks of the Niger; and a great flave-market. Moft of 
the flaves, who are fold at Kancaba, come from Bambarra ; for Manfong, to avoid the 
expence and danger of keeping all his prifoners at Sego, commonly fends them in 
fmall parties to be fold at the different trading towns; and as Kancaba is much 
reforted to by merchants, it is always well fupplied with flaves which are fent thither 
up the Niger in canoes. When Karfa departed from Kamalia, he propofed to return 
in the courfe of a month; and during his abfence I was left to the care of a good old 
bufhreen who afted as fchoolmafter to the young people of Kamalia. 

Being now left alone, and at leifure to indulge my own i^fleftions, it was an 
opportunity not to be neglefted of augmenting and extending the obfervations I had 
already made on the climate and produftions of the country;j and of acquiring a 
more perfed knowledge of. the natives, than it was pollible for me to obtain in the 
courfe of a tranfient and perilous journey through the country. I endeavoured* like- 
wife to colled all the information I could concerning thofe important branches of 
African commerce, the trade for gold, ivory, and flaves. Such was niy employment, 
during the remainder of my ftay at L. ..ualia; and I fhall now proceed to lay before my 
readers the refult : f my refearches and inquiries; avoiding, as far as I can, a repetition 
of thofe circumftances and obfervations, which were related, as ocwafion arofe, in the 
narrative of my journey. 

CHAP. VI. — Of the Climate and Seafans.-^Winds.-^ Vegetable ProduSlions, 
Population.—General Obfervations on theCharaBer and Difpqfition of the Mandin- 
go^-i and a fummary Account of their Manners and Habits ef Ltfct their Mar- 
ri^s, Itfc. 

THE whole of my route, both in going and returning, having been confined to 
a trad of country bounded nearly by the 12th and 15th parallels of latitude, the j;eader 
mull imagine that I found the climate in moft places extremely hot; but no where 
did I feel the heat fo intenfe and oppreffive as in the camp at Benowm, of which 
mention has been made in a former place*. In fome parts, where the country afiSends 
into hills, the air is at all tim^ comparatively cool j yet rone of the diftrids which 
I traverfed, could properly be called mountainous. About ‘l*e middle of June, the 
hot and fultryatmofphere, is'agitated by violent gufts of wind (called tol^nadoes'), ae- 
companied with thunder and rain. Thefe uflier in what is denominatfed the rainy 
feafon ; which continues until the month of Noveijiber. iDurin this time the diurnal 
rains are very heavy; and the prevailing winds are from the fouui -weft. The termination 
of the ramy feafon, js likewile attended with violent tornadoes} after which the wind 

* Not inferted in this extrad.>--£dlt. 
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jttiifts to the north-eafl|fend continues to blow from that quarter, during the reft of 
the year.' 

When the wind fets in from the north-eaft it produces a wonderful change in the 
face of the country. The grafs foon becomes dry and withered ; the rivers fubfide 
very rapidly, and many of the trees fhed their leaves. About this period is commonly 
felt the harmattan, a dry and parching wind, blowing from the north-eaft, and ac¬ 
companied by 4 thick fmoky haze; through which the fun appears of a dull red colour. 
This wind, in palling over the great defert of Sahara, acquiresa very ftrong attraction 
for humidity, and parches up every thing expofed to its current. It is, however, 
reckoned very falutary, particularly to Europeans, who generally recover their health 
during its continuance. I experienced immediate relief from ficknefs, both at Dr. 
Laidley’s and at Kamalia, during the harmattan. Indeed, the air, during the rainy 
feafon, is fo loaded with moifture, that clothes, Ihoes, trunks, and every thing that is 
not clofe to the fire, become damp and mouldy; and the inhabitants may be faid to 
live in a fort of vapour bath; but this dry wind braces up the folids, which were 
before relaxed, gives a cheerful flow of fpirits, and is even pleafant to refpiration. Its 
ill effects are, that it produces chaps in the lips, and afflicts many of the natives with 
fore eyes. 

Whenever the grafs is fufliciently dry, the Negroes fet it on firo; but in Luda- 
mar, and other Moorilh countries, this practice is not allowed; for it is upon the 
withered ftubble that the Moors feed their cattle, until the return of the rains. The 
burning the grafs in Manding exhibits a feene of terrific grandeur. In the middle of 
the night, I could fee the plains and mountains, as far .as my eye could reach, 
varigated wirfi lines of fire; and the light reflected on the Iky, made the heavens 
appear in a blaze. In the daytime, pillars of fmoke were feen in every direction; 
while the birds of prey were obferved hovering round the conflagration, and pouncing 
down upon the fnakes, lizards, and other reptiles, which attempted to efcape from 
the flames. This annual burning is foon followed by a frefh and fweet verdure, and 
the country is thereby rendered more healthful and pleafant. 

Of the moft remarkable and important of the vegetable productions, mention has 
already been made ; and they are nearly the fame in all the diftriCts through which 
I paffed. It is obfervable, however, that although many fpccies of the edible roots 
which grow in the Weft India iflands, are found in Africa, yet I never fa^, in any 
part of my journey, either the fugar-cane, the coffee or the cocoa tree; nor could I 
learn, on inquiry, that they were known to the natives. The pine apple, ^||^he 
thoufancl other delicious fruits, which the induftry of civilized man (improviifig^the 
bounties of nature', has brought to fuch great perfection in the tropical climates of 
Amerjpa, are here equally unknown. I obferved, indeed, a few orange and banana 
trees near the mouth of the Gambia ; but whether they were indigenous, or were 
formerly planted there by fome of the white traders, I could not pofitively learn. ‘ I 
fufpeCl that they were originally introduced by the Portuguefe. 

' Concerning property in the foil; it appeared to me that the lands in native woods 
were confidered as belonging to the King, or (where the government was qpt monar- 
chial) totheftate. When any individual of free condition,,had the means of culti¬ 
vating more land than he actually poffefled, he applied to the chief man of the diftrift, 
who allowed him an extenfihn of territory, on condition* of forfeiture if the lands 
were not brought into.cultivation by a given period. The condition being fulfilled, 
the foil became vefted in the poffeflbr; and for aught that appeared to me, defeended 
'to his heirs. 
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The populatiqni however, confidering the extatt and of the foil, and the 

cafe with which labds are obtained, is not very great, in the*countries which I vifitdB. 
I found many extenfive and beautiful diftri£ks, entirely deftitute of inhabi*^ants; and in 
general, the borders of the different kingdoms were .either very thin^ peopled or en¬ 
tirely deferted. Many places are likewife unfavourable to population, from being un¬ 
healthful. The fwampy banks of the Gambia, the Senegal, and o^her rivers towards 
the coafl:, are of this defeription. Perhaps it is on this account chiefi)^ th^t the interior 
countries abound more with inhabitants than the maritime diftrids; for all the Negro 
nations that fell under my obfervation, though divided into a number of petty in¬ 
dependent ftates, fubfift chiefly by the fame mean , live nearly in the fame tempera¬ 
ture, and poffefs a wonderful fimilarity of difpofition. The Mandingoes, it. n rtlcular, 
are a very gentle race; cheerful in their difpofitions, inquifitive, credulous, Ample, 
and fond of flattery. Perhaps the moft prominent defed in their charader, was that 
infurmountable propenfity, which the reader mull have obferved to prevail in all 
claffes of them, to ltca\ from me the few efleds I was poffeffed of. For this part 
of their condud no complete juftification can be offered, becaufe theft is a crime in 
their own eftimation ; and it muft be obferved, that they are not habitually and gene¬ 
rally giiilty of it towards each other. This, however, is an important circumftance in 
mitigation ; aqd before we pronounce them a more depraved people than anv other, 
it were well to confider whether the lower order of people in any part of Europe, 
would have acted, under fimilar circuraftances, with greater honefty towards a 
ftranger, than the Negroes acted towards me. It muft not be forgotten, that the 
laws of the country afforded me no protedion ; that every one was at liberty to rob 
me with impunity; and finally, that fome part of my effods were of as great value, 
in the eftimation of the negroes, as pearls and diamonds would have been in.the eyes 
of a European. Let us fuppofe a black merchant of Hindoftan to have found his way 
into the centre of England, with a :>ox of jewels at his back ; and that the laws of the 
kingdom afforded him no fecurity ; in fuch a cafe, the wonder would be, not that the 
ftranger was robbed of any part of his riches, but that any part was left for a fecond 
depredator. Such, on lober refledion, is the judgment I have formed concerning the 
pilfering difpofition of the Mandingo Negroes towards myfelf. Notwithftanding 1 was 
fo great a fufferer by it, I do not confider that their natural fenfe of juftice was per¬ 
verted or extinguiflied : ii was overpowered only, for the moment, by the ftrength of 
a temptation which it required no common virtue to refill. 

• other hand, as fome counterbalance to this depravity in their nature, allow¬ 

ing! fuch, it is impolfible for me to forget the difmterefted charity, and tender 
folicitude, with which many of thefe poor heathens (from the fovereign of Sego, to 
the poor women who received me at different times into their cottages when I was 
perilhing of hunger) fympathifed with me in my fufferings; relieved my dillreffes ; 
and contributed ro my fafety. This acknowledgment, however, is perhaps more pp*- 
ticularly due to the female part of. the nation. Among the men, as the reader 
muft have feen, my reception, though generally kind, was fometimes otherwife. It 
varied ^cording to the various tempers of thofe to whom I, made applicatiopi. The 
hardnelrbf avarice in foms, and the blindnefs of bigotry in others, had clofed up the 
avenues to compaflion; but I do not recolle£l a Angle inftauce of bardhearte 4 nefs 
towards me in the women. In all my wanderings aikd wre uhednefs, I found them 
uniformly kind and compalfionate j and I can'truly fay as my predeceffor Mr. Led- 
yard, has eloquently faid before me ; “ To a woman, I never addreffed mvfelf in the 
** language of decency and friendlhip, without receiving a decent and friendlj anfwer. 
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« was hungry or !|Srfty, wet or fick, they did hot hefitate, like the men, to per- 
** form a generous aftion. In fo free and fo kind a manner did they contribute to 

my relief; that if I was dry, I drank the fweeteft draught, and if hungry, I eat the 
« coarfeft morfel with a double relifli.” 

It is furely reafonable to fuppofe, that the foft and aigiable fympathy of nature, 
which was thus fpontaneoufly manifcfted towards me in my diftrefs, is difplayed by 
thefe poor people as occafion requires, much more ftrongly towards perfons of their 
own nation and neighbourhood, and efpecially when the objefts of their compaffion are 
endeared to them by the ties of confanguinity. Accordingly, the maternal affedion 
(neither fuppreffed by the reftraints, nor diverted by the folicitudes of civilized life) is 
every where confpicuous among them; and creates a correfpondent return of tender- 
nols in the child. An illuftration of this has been given 4 “ Strike me,” faid my at¬ 
tendant, ** but do not curfc my mother.” The fame fentiment I found univerfally to 
prevail, and obferved in all parts of Africa, that the greateft affront which could be 
offered to a Negro, was to refleft on her who gave him birth., 

It is not ftrange, that this fenfe of filial duty and affection among the Negroes, 
fliould be lefs ardent towards the father than the mother. The fyftem of poligamy, 
while it weakens the father’s attachment, by dividing it among the children of difoent 
wives, concentrates all the mother’s jealous tendemefs to one point, the proteftion of 
her own offsprfhg. I perceived with great fatisfadion too, that the maternal folicitude 
extended not only to the growth and fecurity of the perfon, but alfo, in a certain 
degree, to the improvement of the mind of the infant; for one of the firft leffons in 
which the Mandingo women inftrud their children, is i/je pradicc of truth. In 
the cafe of an unhappy mother, whofe fon was murdered by Moorilh banditti, at 
Funingkedy, her only confolation in her uttermoft diffrefs was the refledion that the 
poor boy, in the courfe of his blamelefs life, had never told a lie. Such teftimony 
from a fond mother, on fuch an occafion, muft have operated powerfully on the 
youthful part of the furrounding fpedators. It was at once a tribute of praife to the 
deceafed, and a leffon to the living. 

The Negro women fuckle their children until they are able to walk of themfelves. 
Three years nurfing is not uncommon; and during this period the hulband devotes 
his whole attention to his other wives. To this pradice it is owing, I prefume, that 
the family of each wife is feldom very numerous. Few women have more than five 
or fix children. As fuon as an infant is able to walk, it is permitted to run about 
with great freedom. 'I'he mother is not over felicitous to preferve it from flight ^jUs, 
and other trifling accidents. A little pradice foon enables the child to take car^of 
itfelf, and experience ads the part of a nurfe. As they advance in life, the girls are 
taught to fpin cotton, and to beat corn, and are inftruded in other domeftic duties ; 
and the'boys are employed in the labours of the field. Both fexes, whether bufli- 
reens or kafirs, on attaining the age of puberty are circumcifed. This painful opera¬ 
tion is not confidcred by the kafirs fo much in the light of a religious ceremony as a 
matter of convenience and utility. 'J'hey have, indeed, a fuperftitious notion that it 
contribujes to render the marriage ftate prolific. The opei*ation is perfornifd upon 
feveral young people at the fame time; all of whom are exempted from every' fort of 
labour for two months afterwards. During this period, they form a fociety called 
Sokmana. They vifit the towns and villages in the neighbourhood, where they 
dance and fing, and are well treated by the inhabitants. I had frequently, in the 
ceurfe of my journey, obferved parties of this deferiptibn, but they were all mal^. 
l.had, however, an opportunity of feeing a female Solimana at Kamalia. 
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In the courfe of the celebration, it frequently happens tfeat feme of the young 
women get married. If a man takes a fancy to any one of them, it is not conf 2 
dered as abfolutely neceflary, that he fhould i»ake an overture to the r;irl herfel£ 
The firft objeft is to agree with the parents, concerning the recomp^ct. to be given 
them, for the lofs of the company and fervices of their daughter. The value of 
two flaves is a common price, unlefs the girl is thought very handfome •, in which 
cafe, the parents will raife their demand very confiderably. If thp lover is rich 
enough, and willing to give the fuin demanded, he then communicates his wilhes to 
the damfel j but her confent is by no means neceflary to the match j for if the parents 
?grec to it, and eat a few kolla^nuts, which are prefo tod by the fuitor as an eameft of 
the bargain, the young lady mult either have the man of their choice, or r ntinue 
unmarried, for fhe cannot afterwards be given to another. If the parents ihould 
attempt it, the lover is then authorized, by the laws of the country, to feize upon, 
the girl as his flave. When the day for celebrating the nuptials is Axed on, a fele^ 
number of people are \nvited to be prefent at the wedding; a bullock or goat is 
killed, and great plenty of viduals drefled for the occafion. As foon as it is dark*, 
the bride is conduced into a hut, where a company of matrons affift in arranging 
the wedding drefs, which is always white cotton, and is put on in fuch a maimer as 
to conceal the bride from head to foot. Thus arrayed, Are is feated upon a mat, in 
the middle of the floor, and the old women place themfelves in a circle round her. 
They then give her a leries of inftruftions, and point out, with great propriety, 
what ought to be her future conduft in life. This feene of inftrudion, however, is 
frequently interrupted by girls, who amufe the company with fongs and dances, which 
are rather more remarkable for their gaiety than delicacy. While the bride nemains 
within the hut with the women, the bridegroom devotes his attention to the guefts of 
both foxes, who alTenible without doors, and by diftributing among them fmall pre- 
fents of kolla-nuts, and feeing thp very one partakes of the good cheer which is 
provided, he conrributes much to the general hilarity of the evening. When fupper 
is ended, the company fpend the remainder of the night in Anging and dancing, 
and feldoin feparate until day-break. About midnight the bride is privately con* 
du£led by the women into the hut which is to be her future refidence j and the 
bridegroom, upon a lignal given, retires from his company. The new married 
couple, however, arc always dillurbcd towards morning by the women, who affemble 
to inl'pc£t the nuptial flicct (according to the manners of the ancient Hebrews, as re- 
cor^d in i'eripture), and dance round it. T'his ceremony is thought indifpenfably 
nc’COTar), nor is the marriage confidcred as valid without it. 

Tile Negroe.s, as hath been frequently obferved, whether Mahomedan or Pagan, 
allow a plurality ol wives. The Mahomedans alone, are by their religion confined to 
four; and as the liufliaud commonly pays a great price for each, he requires iVum all 
of them the ulmoft deference and fubmiflion, and treats them more like hired fer- 
vanis than companions. They have, however, the management of domcftic affairs, and 
each in rotation is miftrefs of the houfchold, and has the care of drefling the victuals, 
overlooj^ipg the female flaves, &c. But though the African b'jfhands are poUeffed of 
great authority over their wives, I did not obferve, that in general they treat them 
with cruelty; neither difl I perceive that mean jealoufy in ihcii difpofiuons, which is 
fo prevalent among the Moors. They permit their wives f- partake of all public 
diverfions, and this indulgence is feldora abufed ; for thou j. the Negro women are 
very cheerful and frank in tlleir behaviour, they are by no means given to intrigue: 
I believe thatinftahees of conjugal infidelity are not common. When the lvn es quar¬ 
rel 
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themfelves,#circumftance which from the nature of their fituation* mud 
i&equently'^happen, the .huiband decides between them; and fometimes fin(i^ it ne< 
ce^ry to adminifter a little corporal ‘chaftifement, before tranquillity can be reftored. 
Bht if any one of the ladies coibplains to the chief of the town, that her hulband has 
unjuftly puniflied her, and (hewn an undue partiality to foqae other of his wives, the 
affair is brought to a public trial. In thefe palavers, however, which are conduded 
chiefly by marri’d men, I was informed that the complaint of the wife, is not al¬ 
ways confidered in a very ferious light; and the complainant herfelf is fometimes 
convided of ftrife and contention, and left without remedy. If Ihe murmurs a 
the decifion of the court, the magic rod of Mumbo Jumbo foon puts an end to the 
bufmefs. 

The children of the Mandingoes are not always named after their relations ; but 
frequently in confequence of fome remarkable occurrence. Thus, my landlord at 
Kamalia, was called Karfa^ a word fignifying to replace ; becaufe he was bom fhortly 
after the death of one his brothers. Other names are deforiptive of good or bad 
<|ualitics j as Modi, **■ a good man Fadibba, “ father of the town,” &c.: indeed the 
very names of their towns have fomething deferiptive in them ; as Sibidooloo, “ the town 
of ciboa trees;*’ Kenneyeto, “ viftuals here;” Dojita, “ lift your fpoon.” Othersfeem 
to be given by way of reproach, as Bammakoo, wafli a crocodile;” Ksrankalla, no 
cup to drink from,” &c. A child is named, when it is feven or eight days old. The 
ceremony commences by fliaving the infant’s head; and a dilh called Dega, made of 
pounded corn and four milk, is prepared for the guefts. If the parents are rich, a fheep 
or a goat is commonly added. The feaft is called Ding koon lee, “ the child’s head 
fhaving.*” During my ftay at Kamalia, I was prefent at four different feafts of this 
kind, and the ceremony was the fame in each, whether the child belonged to a’^bulh- 
reen or a kafir. The fchoolmafter, who officiated as prieft on thefe occafions, and 
who is neceffarily a bufhreen, firft faid a long prayer over the dega ; during which 
every perfon prefent took hold of the brim of the calabalh with his right hand. After 
this, the fchoolmafter took the child in his arms, and faid a fecond prayer; in which 
be repeatedly folicited the bleffing of God upon the child, and upon all the company. 
When this prayer was ended, he whifpered a few fentences in the child’s ear, and fpit 
three times in its face; after which he pronounced his name aloud, and returned the 
infant to the mother. This part of the ceremony being ended the father of the child 
divided the dega into a number of balls, one of which he diftributed to every perfon 
prefent. And inquiry was then made, if any perfon in the town was dangcroully 
it being ufual, in fuch cafes, to fend the party a large portion of the dega ; which is 
thought to poffefs great medical virtues. * 

Amoijg the Negroes, every individual, befides his own proper name, has likewife 
a kontong, or fumame, to denote the family or clan to which he belongs. Some of thefe 
families are very numerous and powerful. It is impoffible to enumerate the various 
kontongs which arc found in different parts of the country; though the knowledge of 
mahy of them is of great fervice to the traveller : for as eve^ Negro plumes himfelf 
upon tho importance or the antiquity of his clan, he is much flattered when ^'^is ad- 
dreffed by his kontong. 

Salutations among the Negroes to each other, when they meet, are always obferved; 
but thofe in moft general ule among jhc kafirs, Rre Abbe haeretto — £ ning feni, —» 

*• Soon after baptifm, the children are marked in different parts of tlie Ikin, in a manner refembling what 
U<called^at/o«i*iir^m the South-fca Iflamdt. 


Anawari, 
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/Inawari, &c.ali of which have nearly the fame meaning, and fignify, an you iSel 0 bx tp 
that effeci. There are likewife falutations which are ufed at different times bf the day, 
as E ning fomo, good morning, &c. The genera^ anfwer to all falutations is to repeat 
the kontong of the perfon who falutes, or elfe to repeat the falutation it{( If, firft pro¬ 
nouncing the word marbabn, my friend. 


CHAP. VII. — The Account of the Mundingoes continued. — Their Notions in refpeSl 
of the Planetary Bodies, and the Figure of the Frrth, — Their religious Opinions, 

and Belief in a Future State - Their Difeafes mJ Methods of Treatment. — Their 

Funeral Ceremonies, Amufements, Occupations, Diet, Arts, Manufa/lurrs, Lr. 

THE Mandingoes, and, llnilieve, the Negroes in general, have no artificial method 
nf dividing time. They calculate the years by the number of rainy feafons. They por¬ 
tion the year into moons, and reckon the days by fo many funs. The day they divide 
into morning, mid-day, and evening; and further fubdivide it, when neceffary, by 
j5oiniing to the fun’s place in the heavens. I frequently inquired of fomc of them 
what became of the I'un during the night, and whether we Ihould fee the fame fun, 
or a difl'erent one, in the morning: but L found that they confidered the queftion 
as very childifli. I'he fubjeft appeared to them as placed beyond the reach of human 
invclligaiiuu ; they had never indulged a conjefture, nor formed any hypothefis about 
the matter. The moon, by varying her form, has more attraded their attention. 
On the firft appearance of the new moon, which they look up»n to be newly created, 
the Pagan natives, as well as Mahoraedans, fay a Ihort prayer ; and this feeras to.be the 
only vilible adoration which the kafirs offer up to the Supreme Being. This prayer is 
pronounced in a whifper ; the party holding up his hands before his face : its purport 
(as I have been affured by many different people) is to return thanks to God for his 
kindnefs through the exiftence oi' Uie pall moon, and to folicit a continuation of his 
favour during that of the new one. At the conclufion, they fpit upon their hands, 
and rub them over their faces. This feems to be nearly the fame ceremony which 
prevailed among the heathens in the days of Job. * 

Great attention, however, is paid to the changes of this luminary, in its monthly 
courfe ; and it is thought ’'ery unluclty to begin a journey or any other work of con- 
fequcncc in the laft quarter. An eclipfe, whether of the fun or moon, is fuppofed to 
be effeded by witchcraft. The ftars arc very little regarded ; and the whole ftudy of 
aftrdftomy appears to them as a ufelefs purfuit, and attended to by fuch perfons only 
as deal in magic. 

Their notions of geography are equally puerile. They imagine that the world is 
an extended plain, the termination of which no eye has difeovered ; it being, thtey fay, 
overhung with clouds and darknefs. They deferibe the fea as a large river of fait water, 
on the farther Iliore of which is fituated a country called Tohaubo doo, “ the land of 
the white people-” At a diftance from Tobaubo doo, they deferibe another country, 
which they alleduc is inhabited by cannibals of a gigantic fize, called Koomi. This 
country %ey can Jong fang doc, “ the land where the flaves’are fold.” Buf of all 
countries in the world thfir own appears to them as the beft, and their own people as 
the happieft ; and they pity the fate of other nations who havt been placpd by Provi¬ 
dence in lefs fertile and lefs fortunate diftritfs. 

’ * Chap xxxi. ver. i6, jy, 28. 
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« lf)lfrne of the religious opinions of the Negroes, though blended with the weakeft cre¬ 
dulity and* fuperftition, are not unworthy of attention. I have converfed with all ranks 
and conditions upon the fubjeft of their faith, and can pronounce, without the fmall- 
eft fliadow of doubt, that the'belief of one God, and of a future ftate of reward and 
punifhment is entire and univerfal among them. It is re^iarkable, however, that ex¬ 
cept on the appearance of a new moon, as before related, the Pagan natives do not 
think it necelfdry to offer up prayers and fupplications to the Almighty. They repre- 
fent the Deity, imleed, as the creator and preferver of all things; but in general they 
Confuier him as a Being fo remote, and of fo exalted a nature, that it is idle to imagine 
the feeble fupplications of wretched mortals can reverie the decrees and change the 
purpofes of unerring Wifdom. If they are alked for what reafon then do they offer 
up a prayer on the appearance of the new moon; the answer is, that cuftom has made 
it ncceffary ; they do it, bccaufe their fathers did it befdre them. Such is the blindncl's 
of unaffifted nature ! The concerns of this world, they believe, are committed by the 
Almighty to the fuperintendance and direflion of fubordinate fpirits, over whom they 
fuppole that certain magical ceremonies have great induencc. A white fowl fuf- 
pended to the branch of a particular tree; a fnake's head, or a few handfuls of fruit, 
are offerings which ignorance and fuperftition frequently prefent, to deprecate the 
wrath, or to conciliate the favour of thefe tutelary agents. But it is not often that 
the Negroes make their religious opinions the fubjed of converfation : when interro¬ 
gated, in particular concerning their ideas of a future ftate, they exprefs themfelves 
with great reverence, but endeavour to fhorten the difcuffion by obferving — m o 
fno inta allot “ no man ^nows any thing about it.” They are content, they fay, to 
follow'the precepts and examples of their forefathers, through the various viciflitudes 
of life ; and when this world prefents no objeifts of enjoyment or comfort, they feenr 
to look with anxiety towards another, which they believe will be better fuited to their 
natures; but concerning which they are far from indulging vain and dclufive con- 
jefturcs. 

The Mandingoes feldom attain extreme old age. At forty, moft of them become 
grey haired, and covered with wrinkles; and but few of them furvive the age of fifty- 
five or fixty. They calculate the years of their lives, as I have already obferved, by 
the number of rainy feafons (there being but one fuch in the year); and diftinguilh 
each year by a particular name, founded on fome remarkable occurrence which hap¬ 
pened in that year. Thus they fay the year of the Farbanna "war ; the year of the 
Kaaria war ; the year on which Gadou was plundered, i^fc.; and 1 have no doubt 
that the year 1796, will in many places be diftinguiflied by the name of Tobaubo iambi 
fang, “ the year the white man paffedas fuch an occurrence would naturally form an 
epoch in their traditional hiftory. 

But notwithftanding that longevity is uncommon among them, it appeared to me, 
that their difeafes are but few in number. Their fimple diet, and adive way of life, 
preferve them from many of thofe diforders which imbitter the days of luxury and idle- 
nefs. Fevers and fluxes are the moft common, and the moft fatal. For thefe, they 
generally apply faphies fo different parts of the body, and perform a great n^ny other 
fuperftitious ceremonies; fome of which are, indeed, well* calculated to infplre the pa- 
tiem with the‘hope of recovery, and divert his mind from brooding over his own dan- 
g^. But I have fometimes obferved among them a more fyftematic mode of treatment, 
pn the firft attack of a«fever, when the patient complains of cold, he is frequently 
placed in a fort of vapour: this is done by fpreading branches of the naucka orientalis 
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■upon hot wood embers, and laying the patient upon them, wrapped up in a lirge 
cotton cloth. Water is then fprinkled upon the branches, which defcending to thd 
hot embers, foon covers the patient with a cloud cf vapour, in which he is allowed to 
temain until the embers are almoft extinguiflied. This^radice commonly produces a 
profufe perfpiration, and wonderfully relieves the fuflerer. 

For the djrfentery, they ule the bark of different trees reduced to powder, and mixed 
with the patient’s food: but this praftice is in general very unfuccefsfuU 

The other difeafes which prevail among the Negroes, are the yaws: the elepbantiajis; 
and a leprofy of the very word kind. This laft mentioned ^ complaint appears, at the 
beginning, in fcurfy fpots upon diflerent parts of the ’ ^ody, which finally fettle upon the 
hands or feet, where the Ikin becomes withered, and cracks in many places. .V ’ength, 
the ends of the fingers fweli and ulcerate } the difcharge is acrid and fetid ; the nails 
drop off, and the bones of the •fingers become carious, and feparate at the joints. In 
this manner the difeafe continues to fpread, frequently until the patient lofes all his 
fingers and toes. Even she hands and feet are fometimes dcftroyed by this inveterate 
malady, to which the Negroes give the name of balla you, “ incurable.” 

The Guinea worm is likewife very common in certain places, efpecially at the com¬ 
mencement of the rainy feafon. The Negroes attribute this difeafe, which has been 
deferibed by maay writers, to bad water; and allege that the people who drink from 
wells are more fubjeft to it than thofe who4lrink from ftreams. To the fame 
caufe, they attribute the fwelling of the glands of the neck (goitres), which are very 
common in fome parts of Bambarra. I obferved alfo, in the interior countries, a 
few inftances of funple gonorrhoea; but never the confirmed *lues. On the whole it 
appeared to me that the Negroes are better furgeons than phyficians. I found them 
very fuiScefsful in their management of fraftures and dillocarions, and their fpluits and 
bandages are fimple and eafily removed. The patient is laid upon a foft mat, and 
the fraftured limb is frequently bath 'd with cold water. All abceffes they open with 
the adual cautery: and die dreffings are compofed of either foft leaves. Shea butter, or 
cows’ dung, as the cafe feems, in their judgment, to require. Towards the coaft, 
where a fupply of European lancets can be procured, they ioraetiraes perform phlebo¬ 
tomy ; and in cafes of local inflammation, a curious fort of cupping is pradifed. This 
Operation is performed by making incifions in the part, and applying to it a bullock’s 
horn, with a fmall hole in the end. The operator then takes a piece of bees-wax in, 
his mouth, and putting his lips to the hole, extrads the dr from the horn; and by a 
dexterous ufe of his tongue, flops up the hole with the wax. This method is found 
to anfwer the purpofe, and in general produces a plentiful difcharge. 

When a perfon of confequence dies, the relations and ncighbourr meet together, and 
tnanifeft their forrow by loud and difmal bowlings. A bullock or goat is killed for 
fuch perfons as come to aflift at the funeral; which generally takes place in the even¬ 
ing of the fame day on which the party died. The Negroes have no appropriate burial 
places, and frequently dig the grave in the floor of the deceafed’s hut, or in the fliade 
of a favourite tree. The body is drefled in white cotton, and wrapped up in a mat. 
It is cani^ to the grave in the dulk of the evening by the relations. If the ^rave is 
without the walls of the jown, a number of prickly bulhes are laid upon it, to prevent 
the wolves from digging up the body; but I never obferved that any ftone was placed 
over the grave, as a monument or memorial. 

Hitherto I have confidered the Negroes chiefly in a moral I’ ^pt; and confined niyfelf 
to the mod prominent features in their mental charader ^ their domellic amufciuents', 
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/Kcupations, and diet; their arts dnd manufactures, with fome other fubordinate objeCts, 
are now t*o be noticed- 

Of their mufic and dances, fome* account has incidentally been given in diiferent 
parts of my journal. On the' firft of thefe heads, I have now to add a lift of their mu- 
fical inftrumenfs, the principal of which are,—the kooniin^^ a fort of guitar, with three 
ftrings;— t korro, a large harp, with eighteen ftrings; — the ftmbing, a fmall harp 
with feven ftriRgs ; — the balafou^ an inftrument compofed of twenty pieces of hard 
wood of different lengths, with the ftiells of gourds hung underneath, to incrcafe the 
found;—the tangtnng^ a drum, open at the lower end ; and laftly, the tabala, a large 
drum, commonly ufed to fpread an alarm through the country. Befides thefe, they 
make ufe of frnall flutes, bowftrings, elephants’ teeth, and bells; and at all their 
dances and concerts clapping of hands appears to conftitute a ncceffary part of the 
chorus. * 

With the love of mufic is naturally connected a tafte for poetry ; and, fortunately 
for the poets of Africa, they are in a great meafure exempted from that negleCt and 
indigence, which in more poliflied countri(?s commonly attend the votaries of the 
Mufes. They confift of two claffes; the moft numerous are the Jinghig-mcn, called 
Jilli kea, mentioned in a former part of my narrative. One or more of thefe may be 
found in every town. They fing extempore fongs in honour of their chief men, or 
any other perfons who are willing to*give “ folid pudding for empty praife.” But a 
nobler part of their office is to recite the hiftorical events of their country : hence, in 
war, they accompany the foldiers to the field in order, by reciting the great aCtions of 
their anceftors, to awa*ken in therh a fpirit of glorious emulation. The other clafs 
are devotees of the Mahometan faith, who travel about the country, tinging devout 
hymns, and performing religious ceremonies, to conciliate the favour of the Annighty; 
either in averting calamity, or enfuring fuccefs to any enterprife. Both defcriplions of 
thefe itinerant bards are much employed and refpeCted by the people, and very liberal 
contributions are made for them. 

The ufual diet of the Negroes is fomewhat different in different diftriCls ; in general, 
the people of free condition breakfaft about daybreak, upon gruel made of meal and 
water, with a little of the fruit of the tamarind, to give it an acid tafte. About two 
o’clock in the afternoon, a fort of hafty pudding, with a little Shea butter, is the com¬ 
mon meal; but the fupper conftitutes the principal repaft, and is feldom ready be¬ 
fore midnight. This confifts almoft univerfally of koulkous, with a fmall portion of 
animal food, or Shea butter, mixed with it. In eating, the Kafirs as well as Maho- 
medans, ufe the right hand only. 

The beverage of the Pagan Negroes are beer and mead ; of each of which they fre¬ 
quently drink to excefs. The Mahomedan converts drink nothing but water. The 
natives of all deferiptions take fnuft', and fraokc tobacco j their pipes are made of 
wood, with an earthen bowl of curious workmanlhip. But in the interior countries, 
the greateft of all luxuries is fait. It would appear ftrange to an European, to fee a 
dhild fuck a piece of rock-falt, as if it were fugar. This, however, I have frequently 
feen; iilthough, in the«inland parts, the poorer clafs of inhabitants are fo very rarely 
indulged with this precious article, that to fay a man eati fa^t with his viSluals, is the 
fame as fly^ing, he is a ri^ man. I have myfelf fuffered great inconvenience from the 
fcarcity of this article. The long ufe of vegetable food creates Jo painful a longing for 
fait, that no words canfufliciently del'cribe it. 

The Negroes in general, and the Mandingoes in particular, are confidered by the 
whites on the coaft as an indolent and inadfive people j I think without reafon. The 
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nature of the climate is, indeed, unfavourable to great exertion; but furely a peopje 
cannot juilly be denominated habitually indolent, whofc wants are fupplied,*not by the 
fpontaneous produdbons of nature, but by theif own exertions. Few people work 
harder, when occafion requires, than the Mandingoes; but not having many oppor¬ 
tunities of turning to advan'^age the fiiperfluous produce of their labour, they are con¬ 
tent with cultivating as much ground only as is necefl’ary for their own fupport. The 
labours of the field give them pretty full employment during the rains y and in the dry 
feafon, the people who live in the vicinity of large rivers employ thcmfelves chiefly in 
filhing. The fifli are taken in wicker bafkets, or wii’! finall cotton nets ; and arc pre- 
ferved by being firll dried in the fun, and afterwards rubbed with Shea butter, to pre¬ 
vent them from contradbng frelh moillure. Others of the natives emphy tlic-mfelves 
in hunting. Their weapons* arc bows and arrows; but the arrows in common ufe 
are not poifoned *. They are very dexterous markfmen, and will hit a lizard on a 
tree, or any other fmall objedi, at an amazing diftance. They likewife kill Guinea- 
fowls, partridges, and pigeons, but never on the wing. While the men are occupied in 
thefe purfuits, the women are very diligent in manufadturing cotton cloth. I’hey pre¬ 
pare the cotton for fpinning, by laying it in fmall quantities at a time, upon a linooth 
fionc, or piece of wood, and rolling the feeds out with a thick iron fpindle; and they 
I'pin it with the'diflaff. The thread is not fine, but well twifted, and makes a very 
durable cloth. A woman, with common diligence, will fpin from fix to nine garments 
of this cloth in one year; which, according to its fmenefs, will fell for a minkalli and a 
half, or |vvo minkallies eachf. The weaving is performed by the men. The loom is 
made cxacUy upon the fame principle as that of Europe; but fo fmall and narrow, that 
the web is I’cldoin more than four inches broad. The fhuttle is of the comrrmn con- 
firudlio'h ; but as the thread is coarfe, the chamber is fomewhat larger than the 
European. 

The women dye this cloth of a . m and lafting blue colour, by the following fimple 
procefs: the leaves of the indigo when frefh gathered, are pounded in a wooden mortar, 
and mixed in a large eioThen jar, with a ftrong ley of woou a.lies; chamber-ley is 
fomctiines added. The cloth is fleepcd in this mixture, and allowed to remain until 
it has acquired the proper lhadc. In Kaarta and Ludamar, where the indigo is not 
plentiful, (hey colled the leaves, and dry them in the fun ; and when they wilh to ufe 
them, they reduce a fufficient quantity to powder, and mix it with the ley as before 
mentioned. Either way, the colour is very beautiful, with a fine purple glofs ; and 
equal, in my opinion, to the bell Indian or European blue. This cloth is cut into 
various pieces, and fewed into garments, with needles of the natives’ own making. 

As the arts of weaving, dying, I'ewing, &c. may eafily be acquired, thofe who 
cxcrcife them are not confidered in Africa as following any particular profcfljon ; for 
almoft every flave can weave, and every boy can few. The only artifis which are 
diftindly acknowledged as fuel) by the Negroes, and who value themfelves on exercifing 
appropriate and peculiar trades, are the manufadurers of leather and of iron. The 
firft of thefe, are called Karrankca (or as the word is fometimes pronounced, Getun- 

• • 

* Poifoned .nrrows arc nfeij diltfly in war. The poifon, which is faid to be very deadly, i» prepared 
from a fliriib called jfoenfl (a fpecics of cfdto), which is very common in the woods. Ufe leaves of this 
ihrub, when boiled with a fmall cjuaniity of water, yield a thick black jiii-. *, into which the Negroes dip 
a cotton thread ; this thread they fallen round the iron r>f the arrow , ! inch a manner that it is nimoit 
impoflible to extraft the arrow, wl^fii it has funk beyond the barbs, wiJsout leaving,the iron point, aud 
the poifoned thread, iij the wound. * 

A minkalli is a quantity of gold, nearly equal iu value to ten (hillings ftcrling 
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^ay). They are to be found in almoft every town, and they frequently travel through 
the countr*y in the excrcife of their calling. They tan and drefs leather with very 
great expedition, by fteeping the hidt; firll in a mixture of wood-afhes and water, until 
k parts with the hair; and afterwards by ufing the poynded leaves of a tree called 
goo, as an aflringent. They are at great pains to render, the hide as foft and pliant 
as poffible, by rubbing it frequently between their hands, and beating it upon a ftone. 
The hide;: of ‘bullocks are converted chieiy into faiidals, and therefore require lefs 
care in dreffing than the Ikins of flieep and goats, which are ufed for covering quivers 
and faphies, and in making ihcaths for I'words and knives, belts, pockets, and a 
variety of ornaments. Theic fleins are commonly dyed of a red or yellow colour; 
tlie red, by means of millet ftalks reduced to powder; and the yellow, by the root of 
a plant the name of which I have forgotten. * 

• T he raamifaftiires in ii'on are not fo numerous as Ihe Karrnnkeas; ; but they ap¬ 
pear to have lliidied their bufinefs with equal diligence. The Negroes on the coall 
being cheaply fupplied with iron from the European traders,*never attempt the manu¬ 
facturing of this article themfelves ; but in the inland parts, the natives fmelt this ufe- 
ful metal in fuch quantities, as not only to fupply themfelves from it with all neceifary 
weapons and indruments, hut even to make it an article of commerce with fotnc of 
the neighbouring dates. During my day at Kamalia, there was a fm^liing furnace at 
a fhort dillance from the hut where 1 lodged, and the owner and his workmen made 
no fecret about the manner of condufting the operation; and readily allowed me to 
examine the furnace, and adid them in breaking the iron done. 'I'he furnace was a 
circular tower of clay, about ten feet high, and three in diameter; furrounded in two 
places "with witJies, to prevent the clay from cracking and falling to pieces by the vio¬ 
lence of the heat. Round the lower part, on a level with the ground (but not fd low as 
the bottom of the furnace, which was fomewhat concave), were made feven openings, 
into every one of which were placed three tubes of clay, and the openings again 
plaflered up in fuch a manner that no air could enter the furnace, but through the 
tubes; by the opening and ihutting of which they regulated the fire. Thefe tubes 
were formed by plaftering a mixture of clay and grafs round a fmooth roller of 
wood, which as foon as the clay began to harden was withdrawn, and the tube left to 
dry in the fun. Tiie iron-ftone which I faw was very heavy and of a dull red colour, 
with greyifli (peeks; it was broken into pieces about the fize of a hen’s egg. A bun¬ 
dle of dry wood was firft put into the furnace, and covered with a confiderable quan¬ 
tity of charcoal, which was brought ready bunit from the woods. Over this was laid 
a ilratum of iron-ftone, and then another of charcoal, and fo on, until the furnace 
was quite full. The fire was applied through one of the tubes, and blown for fome 
lime wijh a bellows made of goats’ (kins. The operation went on very (lowly at firft, 
and it was fome hours before the flame appeared above the furnace; but after this, it 
burnt with great violence all the firft night; and the people who attended put in at 
times more charcoal. On the day following the fire was not fo fierce, and on the 
feCond night fome of the tubes were withdrawn, and the air allowed to have freer 
accefs to the furnace; bot the heat was (fill very great, and a bluKh flame rofe fome 
feet above the top of the furnace. On the third day from'the commencement-of the 
operation, all'the tubes were taken out, the ends of many of them being vitrified 
with the heat; but the metal was nof removed until fome 'days afterwards, when the 
whole was petfedly cooJ. Part of the furnace was thep taken down, and the iron 
appeared in the form of a large irregular mafs, with pieces of charcoal adhering to 
if. It was fonorous; and when any portion was broken off, the fraff ure exhibited 
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a granulated appearance, like broken fled. The owner informed me that many parts 
of this cake were ufdds, but flill there was good iron enough to repay him for hiS 
trouble. This iron, or rather flee!, is formed,into various inftrument■^ by being 
repeatedly heated in a forge, the heat of which is urged by a pair of dou;)Ic bellows,, 
of a very fimplc couflrudion, ‘being made of two goats’ fkins ; the tubes from which 
unite, before they enter the forge, and fupply a conflant and very regular blafl. 
The hammer, forceps, and anvil are all very fimple, and the workm^fhip (particu¬ 
larly in the formation of knives and fpears) is not deflitute of merit. The iron,, 
indeed, is hard and brittle j and requires much labour before it can be made to- 
anfwer the purpofe. 

Moft of the African blackfmiths are acquainted alfo with the method of f citing 
gold, in which procefs they.ufe an alkaline fait, obtained from a ley of burnt 
corn-flalks evaporated to drynefs. They likewife draw the gold into wire, and 
form it into a variety of ornaments, fome of which are executed with a great deat 
of tafle and ingenuity. . 

Such is the chief information I obtained concerning the prefent flate of arts 
and mannfaflures in thofe regions of Africa which I explored in my journey. I might 
add, though it is fcarce worthy obfervation, that in Bambarra and Kaarta, the natives 
make very beautjful balkets, hats, and other articles, both for ufe and ornament, from 
rujhes, which they ftain of different colours; and they contrive alfo to cover their cala- 
baflics with interwoven cane, dyed in the fame manner. 

In all the laborious occupations above deferibed, the mailer and his flaves work 
together, without any dillinclion of fuperiority. Hired fervants, by which I mean 
perfons of free condition, voluntarily working for pay, are unknown in Africa; and 
this obfervation naturally leads me to conlider the condition of the flaves, and the 
various means by which they are reduced to fo miferable a flate of fervitude. This 
unfortunate clafs are found, I belicvr. in all parts of this extenfive country, and conlli- 
tute a confiJcrable branch of commerce, with , the dates on the Mediterranean, as 
well as with the nations of Europe. 


CHAP. VIII. — Obfervations concerning the State and Sources of Slavery in Africa. 

A STATE of fubordination, and certain inequalities of rank and condition, are 
inevitable in every Itage of civil focicty ; but when this fubordination is carried to fo 
great a length, that the perfons and fervices of one part of the community are entirely 
at the difpol'al of another part, it may then be denominated a flate of flavery; and 
in this condition of life, a great body of the Negro inhabitants of Africa have con¬ 
tinued from the moll early period of their hillory; with this aggravation, tha’t their 
children are born to no other inheritance. 

The flaves in Africa, I fuppofe, are nearly In the proportion of three to one to the 
freemen. They claim no reward for their fervices, except food .and clothing; and a»e 
treated with kindnefs or feverity, according to the good or Ijad difpofition gf their 
mailers. Cullom, howevci^ has eftabliffied certain rules with regard to the treatment 
of flaves, which it is thought dilhonourable to violate. Thus, the domeftic flaves, or 
Inch as are born in a ntan’s own houfe, are treated with more • nity than thofe which 
are purchafed with money. The authority of tlfb mailer ovc. ^liie domeftic Have, as I. 
have elfewhere obferved, extends only to reafonable corredlion; for the mailer cannof 
fell his domeftic, Vi^thout having firft brought him to a public.trial, before the chief 

men 
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men of the place*. But thefe reftridions on the power of the mailer extend not 
to the cafe'of prifoners taken in war, nor to that of Haves purchafod with money. 
All thefe’unfortunate beinffs are confidered as ftrangers and foreigners, who have no 
right to file protection of the' law, and may be treated with feverity, or fold to a 
llrangcr, acconlmg to the pleafure of their owners. There are, indeed, regular mar¬ 
kets where Hives of this defeription arc bought and fold; and the value of a Have 
in the eye of ait African purchafer, incroafes in proportion to his diftance from his 
native kingdom ; for when flaves arc only a few days’ journey from the place of their 
nativifv, they frequently elFeiSt their efcape; but when one or more kingdoms inter¬ 
vene, cfcapc being more dillicnlt, they are more readily reconciled to their fituation. 
On this account the unhappy Have is frequently transferred from one dealer to another, 
until he has loll all hopes of returning to his native klngdoni. The flaves which are 
purchafed by the Europeans on the coall, arc chiefly of this defeription; a few of 
them arc colledlcd in the petty wars, hereafter to be deferibed, which take place near 
the coall; but by far the greater number are brought down in large caravans from the 
inland countries, of which many are unknown, even by name, to the Europeans. 
The flaves which are thus brought from the interior, may be divided into two dif- 
tindl claflls; /Irji, fuch as were flaves from their birth, having been born of enflaved 
mothers; fccondly, fuch as were born free, but who afterwards, by whatever means, 
became flaves. Thofe of the firll defeription are by far the moll numerous; for 
prilbncrs taken in war (av leall fuch as are taken in open and declared war, when one 
kingdom avows hoftilitics againll another) are generally of this defeription. 'I he com¬ 
paratively fmall proportion of free people to the enflaved, throughout Africa, has 
already been noticed; and it mult be obferved, that men of free condition have 
many advantages over the flaves, even in war time, d’hey are in general better armed, 
and well mounted ; and can either fight or efcape with fomc hopes of fuccefs; but 
the flaves, w’ho have only their fpears and bows, and of whom great numbers are 
loaded w’ith baggage, become an eafy prey. Thus, when Manfong, King of liambarra, 
made war upon Kaarta (as I have related in a former Chapter), he took in one day 
nine hundred prifoners, of which number not more than feventy were free men. This 
account I received from Daman Jumma, who had thirty flaves at Kemmoo, all of 
whom were made prifoners by Manfong. Again, when a freeman is taken prifoner, his 
friends will fometimes ranfom him by giving two flaves in exchange; but when a Have 
is taken,' he has no hopes of fuch redemption. To thefe difadvantages it is to be 
added, that the Slatees, who purchafe flaves in the interior countries, and carry them 
down to the coall for fale, conllantly prefer fuch as have been in that condition of life 
from their infancy, well knowing that thefe have been accullomed to hunger and 
fatigue^ and are better able to fullain the hardlhips of a long and painful journey than 
free men ; and on their reaching the coall, if no opportunity offers of felling them to 
advantage, they can eafjly be made to maintain themfelves by their labour; neither 
are they fo apt to attempt making their efcape, as thofe who have once tailed the 
biellings of freedom. 

Slaver of the fecond defeription, generally become fuch by one or other of the 
following caufes, i. Captivity, 2. Vamine. 3. Infolvcncy. ^4. Crimes. A freeman 

* In time of famine, the maRer is pemitted to fell one or more of' his donu-Rics, to purchafe pro- 
viJlon* for hid family ; and in cafe of the maRct’s infolvency, the donieRic flaves are lotnetiinesfeized upon 
hy the creditorsand if the'maller cannot redeem them, they are liable to he fold for payment of his 
debts. Thefe arc the only cafes that. 1 recollcdt, in which the domeftic flaves arc.liable to be fold,,with¬ 
out any niifconduA or demeut of ihcir own. 
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may, by the eftabliflied cuftoms of Africa, become a Have by being taken in Wc*-. 
War is, of all others, tlje moft produftive fource, and was probably the origin of 
flavery; for when one nation had taken from a’nothei; a greater nuinbt;; of captives 
than could be exchanged on equal terms, it is natural to fuppofe that tbe conquerors,’' 
finding it inconvenient to maintain their prifoners, would compel thetn to labour; 
at firft, perhaps, only for their own fupport, but afterwards to fupport their mafters. 
Be this as it may, it is a known fad, that prifoners of war in Africa are the Haves of 
the conquerors; and when the weak or unfuccefsful warrior begs for mercy beneath 
the uplifted fpear of his opponent, he gives up at tb ; fame time his claim to liberty, 
and purchafes his life at the expence of his freedom. 

In a country, divided into a thoufand petty ftates, moftly independent and jealous 
of each other; where every^ freeman is accuftomed to arms, and fond of military 
achievements; where the youth who has prafliifed the bow and fpear from his infancy, 
longs for nothing fo much as an opportunity to difplay his valour, it is natural to 
imagine that wars frequently originate from very frivolous provocation., Wiien one 
nation is more powerful than another, a pretext is feldom wanting for commencing 
hoftilities. Thus the war between Kajaaga and KaCTon was occafioned by the detention 
of a fugitive flave: that between Bambarra and Kaarta by the lofs of a few cattle. 
Other cafes of the fame nature perpetually occur, in which the folly or mad ambition 
of their princes, and the zeal of their religious enthufiafts give full employment to the 
feythe of defolation. 

The wars of Africa are of two kinds, which arc diflinguifljed by different appel¬ 
lations : that fpecies which bears the greatefi; refeinblance to our European contefts, 
is denominated killi, a word fignifying “ to call out,” becaufe fuch wars are 
openly avowed and previoufly declared. Wars of this defeription in Africa com¬ 
monly terminate, however, in the courfe of a fingic campaign. A battle is fought; 
the vanquiflied feldom think of r^.l/ing again ; the whole inhabitants become panic 
flruck 5 and the conquerors have only to bind the Haves, and carry off their plunder 
and their viftims. Such of the prifoners as, through age or infirmity, are unable 
to endure fatigue, or are found unfit for fale, are confidered as ufelefs; and I 
have no doubt are frequently put to death. The fame fate commonly awaits a chief, 
or any other perfon who has taken a very diflinguiflted part in the war. And here 
it may be obferved, that, notwithllanding this exterminating fyflem, it is furprif- 
ing to behold how foon an African town is rebuilt and repeopled. The circum- 
ftance arifes probably from this j that their pitched battles are few; the weakcfl 
know their own fituafion, and feek fafety in flight. When their country has been 
defolated, and their ruined towns and villages deferted by the enemy, fuch of the 
inhabitants as have efcaped the fivord, and the ibain, generally return, though) with 
cautious fteps, to the place of their nativity ; for it f'eems to be the univerfal wifh of 
mankind to fpend the evening of their days where they paffed their infancy. Tht' poor 
Negro feels this defire in its full force. To him no water is fweet but what is drawn 
from his own well j and no tree has lb cool and pleafant a fliadc as the iabba tree • of 
his native village. When \yar compels him to abandon the dt *ghtful fpot in \^ich he 
firft drew his breath, ai^l feek for fafety in feme other kinjidoru, his time is fpent in 
talking about the country of his anceftors ; and no fooncr is ;'eace reftored than he 
turns his back upon the’land of ftrangers, rebuilds with i\. te his fallen walls, and 
exults to fee the fmoke afeend^ from his native village. 

* . ... - • 

• This is a large fpreading tree (a fpecies of Jlercul'td) under wliich the bentang it commonly placed. 
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i The Other fpecies of African warfare is diftinguilhed by the appellation of tegrtay 
** plundering or Healing.” It arifes from a fort of hereditary feud which the inhabi¬ 
tants of one nation or diftrift bear toWards another. No immediate caufe of hoftility 
js afligned, or notice of attack given; but the inhabitants of each watcH every oppor¬ 
tunity to plunder and diftrefs the objefts of their animof^fy by predatory excurfions. 
Thefe are very common, particularly about the beginning of the dry feafon, when the 
labour of the hirveft is over and provilions are plentiful. Schem e of vengeance are 
then meditated. The chief man furveys the number and aftivity of his vaffals, as they 
brandiih their fpears at feftivals; and elated with his own importance, turns his whole 
thoughts towards revenging fome depredation or infult, which either he or his anceftors 
may have received from a neighbouring Hate. 

Wars of this defeription arc generally conduced with great fecrccy. A few re-, 
folute individuals, headed by fome perfon of enterprile and courage, inarch quietly 
through the woods, furprife in the night fome unprotefled village, and carry off the 
inhabitants and their effefts, before their neighbours can come to their affiHance. 
One morning, during my Hay at Kamalia, we were all much alarmed by a party of 
this kind. The King of Fooladoo’s Ibn, with five hundred horfemcn, paffed fecrctly 
through the woods, a little to the fouthward of Kamalia, and on the morning following 
plundered three towns belonging to Madigai, a powerful chief in Jallonkadoo. 

The fuccefs of this expedition encouraged the governor of Bangaffi, a town in Foo- 
ladoo, to make a fccond inroad upon another part of the fame country. Having af- 
fembled about two hundred of his people, he paffed the river Kokoro in the night, 
and carried off a great number of prifoners. Several of the inhabitants who had 
efcapecl thefe attacks, were afterwards feized by the Mandingoes, as they wandered 
about in the woods, or concealed themfelvcs in the glens and Hrong places of the 
mountains. 

Thefe plundering excurfions always produce fpeedy retaliation: and when large 
parties cannot be collefled for this purpofe, a few friends will combine together, and 
advance into the enemy’s country, with a view to plunder, or carry off the inhabitants. 
A fingle individual has been known to take his bow and quiver, and proceed in 
like manner. Such an attempt is doubtlefs in him an aft of rafhnefs ; but when it is 
confidercd that in one of thefe predatory wars he has probably been deprived of his 
child, or his neareH relation, his fituation will rather call for pity than cenfure. The 
poor fufferer, urged on by the feelings of domeHic or paternal attachment, and the 
ardour of revenge, conceals himfclf among the bufhes, until fome young or unarmed 
perfon paffes by. He then, tyger-like, fprings upon his prey, drags his victim into the 
thicket, and in the night carries him off as a have. 

Wben a Negro has, by means like thefe, once fallen into the hands of his enemies, 
he is either retained as the Have of his conqueror, or bartered into a dillant kingdom j 
for an African, when he has once fubdued his enemy, will feldoru give him an oppor¬ 
tunity of lifting up his hand againH him at a future period. A conqueror commonly 
difpofes of his captives according to the rank which they held in their native kingdom. 
Such rff the domeHic’Haves as appear to be of a mild difpofition, and particularly 
the young women, are retained as his own flaves. Others,that dilplay marks of dif- 
content, are’difpofed of in a diHant country ; andfuch of the freemen, or flaves, as 
have taken an aftivc part in the waf, are either fold to the flatees or put to death. 
..War, therefore, is certainly the moH general and inofl produftive fource of flavery ; 
and the dcfulations of war often (but not always) produce the .fecond caufe qf fla¬ 
very, famine ; in which cafe a freeman becomes a flave to avoid a greater calamity. 
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Perhaps, by a philofophic and reflefting mind, death itfelf would fcarcely, be confi^ 
dered as a greater calamity than flavery ; but t^e poor Negro, when fainting with 
hunger, thinly like Esau of old ; “ Behold I am at the point to die^ and what profit 

Jhall this birthright do to me V' There are many inftances of freemen voluntarily^ 
furrendering up their liberty to fave their lives. During a great fcarcity which lafted 
for three years, in the countries, of the Gambia, great numbers of4)eople became 
flaves in this manner. Dr. Laidley affured me that, at that time, many freemen came 
and begged, with great earneftnefs, to be put upon his Jlavc-chain, to lave them from 
perilhing of hunger. Large families are very often < \pofed to abfolute want: and 
as the parents have almoft unlimited authority over . lieir children, it frequently h^- 
pens, in all parts of Africa, that fome of the latter arc fold to purchafe prov>';./.is for 
the reft of the family. When I was at Jarra, Daman Jumma pointed out to me three 
young Haves which he had purchafed in this manner. I have already related another 
inftance which I faw at Wonda : and I was informed that in'Tooladoo, at that time, it 
was a very common praftice. 

The third caufe of flavery, is infolvency. Of all the offences (if infolvency may be fo 
called) to which the laws of Africa have affixed the puniffiraent of flavery, this is 
the moft commqp. A Negro trader commonly contrafts debts on fome mercantile 
fpcculation, either from his neighbours, to purchafe fuch articles as will fell to advan¬ 
tage in a diftant market, or from the European traders on the coaft; payment to be 
made in a given time. In both cafes, the fituation of the adventurer is exadly the 
fame. If he fucceeds, he may fecure an independency. If he is unfuccefsful, his 
pei-fon and fervices are at the difpofal of another ; for in Africa, not only the efeds 
of the infolvent, but even the infolvent himfelf, is fold to fatisfy the lawful demands of 
his creditors *. 

The fourth caufe above enumerated, is the commijjion of crimes, on which the laws 
if the country affix flavery as a puniffi "vt. In Africa, the only offences of this clafs are 
murder, adultery, and witchcraft; and I am happy to fay, that they did not appear to me 
to be common. In cafes of murder, I was informed, that the re^reft relation of the 
deceafed had it in his power, after conviction, either to kill the offender with his 
own hand, or fell him into flavery. When adultery occurs, it is generally left to the 
option of the perfon injured, either to fell the culprit, or accept fuch a ranfom for him 
as he may think equivalent to the injury he has fuftained. By witchcraft, is meant 
pretended magic, by which the lives or healths of perfons are affeCted : in other words, 
it is the adrniniftcring of poifon. No trial for this offence, however, came under my 
obfervation while I was in Africa; and I therefore fuppofe that th'- crime and its punifh- 
ment occur but very feldoin. 

When a freeman has become a flave by any one of the caufes before mentioned, he 
generally continues fo for life, and his children (if they are born of an enflaved 
mother) are brought up in the fame ftate of fervitude. There arc, however, a few 
inftances of flaves obtaining their freedom, and fometimes even with the confent o£ 

When a Negro takes up goods op credit from anyof the Europeans on the cv,aft, and does not make pay¬ 
ment at the time appointed, the .jluroptan is authori/.cd, by the laws of the country, to feize upon the debtor 
himfelf, if he can find him ; or if he cannot be found, on any perfon of his fami'v ; or in th'e lall refort, on 
any native of the fame kingdom. Tlic perfon thus feized on is detained vrhiir liis ttiends are fent in quell of 
the debtor. .When be is found, a meeting is called of the thief people of i place, and the debtor is 
compelled to ranfom his friend by fulfelling his engagements. If he is u. nt to do this*, bis perfon is 
immediately fecured and, fetit down to the coaft, and the other releafed. If the debtor cannot be 
found, the pcrfoii feized on is obliged to pay double the amount of the debt, or is himfelf fold into flavery, 

I was given to underttand, however, that this part of the law is feldom enforced. 
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'iheir mailers; as by performing fome fingular piece of fervice, or by going to battle, 
and bringing home two Haves as a ranfom; but the common way of regaining free¬ 
dom is by efcape : and when /laves "have once fet their minds on running away, they 
often fucceed. Some of them will wait for years before an opportunity prefents itfelf, 
and during that period llicw no figua of difeontent. In general, it may be remarked 
that flaves who come from a hilly country, and have been much accullotned to hunting 
and travel, are more apt to attempt their efcape, than fudb as are born in a flat country, 
and have been employed in cultivating the land. 

Such arc the general outlines of that fyltem of flavery which prevails in Africa; 
and it is evident from its nature and extent, that it is a fyltem of no modern date. It 
probably had its origin in the remote ages of antiqpity, before the JVIahomedans 
explored a path acrofs the dcl'crt. How far it is maintained and 1 ‘upported by the flave 
traffic, which, for two hundred years, the nations of llurope have carried on with the 
natives of the coall, it iR neither within niy province, nor in my power, to explain. 
If luy foiuiments Ihould be required concerning the effefl which a difcontituiance of 
that commerce would produce on the manners of the natives, 1 Ihould have no hefitation 
in obferving, that, in the prefent unenlightened Hate of their minds, my opinion is, the 
effed would neither be to cxtenfive or beneficial, as many wife and worthy perfons 
fondly exped. 


CHAP. IX. — Of Go/J-du/?, and the Manner in ’which it is colleded. — Procefs of 
Waging it. — Its Value in Jlfrica. — Of Ivory. — Surprife of the Negroes at the 
Eagernefs of the Europeans for this Commodity. — Scattered Teeth frequently picked up 
in the Woods. — Mode of hunting the Elephant. — Some Rejiedions on the unimproved 
State of the Country^ tsic. 

THOSE valuable commodities, gold and ivory (the next objeds of our inquiry) 
have probably been found in Africa from the firft ages of the world. They are 
reckoned among its moft important produdions in the earlieft records of its hiltory. 

It has been obferved, that gold is feldom or never difeovered except in mountainous 
and barren countries; nature, it is faid, thus making amends in one way for her 
penurioufnefs in the other. This, however, is not wholly true. Gold is found in con- 
fiderable quantities throughout every part of Handing; a country which is indeed 
hilly, but cannot properly be called mountainous, much lefs barren. It is alfo found 
in great plenty in Jallonkadoo (particularly about Boori), another hilly, but by no means 
an infertile country. It is remarkable, that in the place laft mentioned (Boori), which 
is fitiAitcd about four days’ journey to the fouth-weft of Kamalia, the falt-market is 
often fupplied, at the fame time, with rock-falt from the Great Defert, and fea-falt from 
the Rio Grande ; the price of each, at this dillance from its fource, being nearly the 
fame; and the dealers in each, whether Moors from the north, or Negroes from 
the weft, are invited ^hither by the fame motives, that of bartering their fait for 
gold. 

The gold of Handing, fo far as I could learn, is never found in any matrix or vein, 
but always in fmall grains, nearly in a pure ftate, from thp fize of a pin’s head to that 
of a pea ; fcattered through a large body of fand or clay ; and in this ftate jt is called 
by the Mandingoes fahoo munko, “ gold powder.” It is, however, extremely probable, 
by what I could learn of thefituation of the ground, that moft of*it has originally been 
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yalhed down by repeated torrents from the neighbouring hills. The manner in whiok 
it is colleded is nearly as follows: ’ . 

About the beginning of December, when the harveftjsover, and theftror' ns and tor¬ 
rents have greatly lubfided, the manfa, or chief man of the town, appoints a day tQ/ 
begin fanoo koo, “ gold w^^ing and the woaiisn are fure to have theinVdves in rea- 
dinefs* by the time appointed. A hoe or I'pade for digging up the fand, two or three 
calabalhes for walhiiig a in,^and a few quills for containing the gold Suft, are all the 
implements necofl’ary for the purpofe. On the morning of their departure, a bullock is 
killed for the firll day’s entertainment, and a number of prayers and charms are ufod 
to enlure fuccefs; for a failure on that day is th ught a bad omen. The manfa 
of Kamalia, with fourteen ^of his people, were, I remember, fo much difan 'ointed 
in their firft day’s wafliing, th^it very few of them had refolulion to pei .evere; and 
the few' that did, had but very indifferent fuccefs; which indeed is not much to be 
wondered at; for inftcad of opening fome untried place, they continue to dig and wafh 
in the fame fpot where they had dug and wafhed for years ; and where, of courfe, but 
few large grains could bo left. 

The wafhing the lands of the ftreams is by far the eafiefl way of obtaining the gold- 
duft; but in moft places the fands have been fo narrowly fearched before, that unlefs 
the ftreain rakes fome new courfe, the gold is found but in fmall quantities. While 
fome of the party are bufied in wafhing the funds, others employ themfclves farther up 
the torrent, where the rapidity of the ftream has carried away all the clay, fand, &c. 
and left nothing but fmall pebbles. The fearch among thefe is»a very troublefomc talk. 

I have feen women who have had the Ikin worn olF the tops of their fingers in this 
employment. Sometimes, how'ever, they are rewarded by finding pieces oF gold^ 
which they call fanoo birro^ “ gold Hones,” that amply repay them for their trouble. 
A woman and lier daughter, inhabitants of Kamalia, found in one day two pieces of 
this kind ; one of live drachms, nd the other of three drachms, weight. But the 
moft certain and profitable mode ot wafhing is praftifed in the height of the dry 
feafon by digging a deep pit, like a draw-well, near fome hill which has previoully 
been difeovered to contain gold. I'he pit is dug with fmall ipatles or corn hoes, and 
the earth is drawn up in large calabalhes. As the Negroes dig through the different 
ftrata of clay or fand, a calabalh or two of each is wafhed, by way of experiment; 
and in this manner the labourers pioceed, until they come to a llratum cuntaiuing 
gold ; or until they are (bftrudled by rocks, or inundated by water. In general, when 
they conje to a ftraturn of fiii'.* rcdtlilh fand, wUh fmall black fpccks thei cin, they find 
gold in fome proportion or other, and fend up large calabalhes full of the land, for the 
women to waih ; for though the pit is dug by the men, the gold is always ^alhcd by 
the women, who are accuftomed from their infancy to a fimilar operation, in feparating 
the hulks of corn from the meal. 

As I never dclcended into any of thefe pits, I cannot fay in what manner they are 
worked under ground. Indeed, the fituation in which 1 was placed, made it lu ceffary 
for me to be cautious not to incur the fufpicion of the natives, by examining too Var 
into the riches of their coiyatry; but the manner of fcpaiating the gold from\he fand 
is very fimpie, and is fnequently performed by the women iu ihe middle of the town ; 
for when the fearchers return from the valleys in the evening, they commonly bring 
with thepi each a calabalh or two of fand, to walhed by h eil of the femali^ as re¬ 
main at home. 'I’he operatiejn is fimply as follows: ’ • 

A. portion of faad or clay (for gold is foinetimes found in a brown coloured clayj, 
is put into a large calaballi, and mixed with a fufficient quantity of water. I’he. woman, 

whofa 



888 park’s travels in Africa. 

*■ 

v^hofe officp it is, then (hakes the calabafh in fuch a manner as to niBfc the fand and 
water tO}»cther, and give the whole a rotatory motion; at firft gently, but afterwards 
more quick, until a fmall portion , ot fand anl water, at every revolution, flies over 
the brim of the calabafh. The fand thus feparated, is only the coarfeil particles 
mixed with a iittle muddy water. After the operation hts been continued for fome 
time, the fand i^s allowed to fubfide, and the water poured olF; a portion of ioarfe 
fand, which is now uppermoft in th^’calabafh^ is removed by the hand, and frefli 
water being added, the operation is repeated until the water comes off almofl; pure. 
The woman now takes a fecond calabafli, and fliakes the fand and water gently from 
the one to the other, referving that portion of fand which is next the bottom of the 
calabafh, and which is moft likely to contain the gold. ,This fmall quantity is mixed 
with fome pure water, and being moved about in the oalabafli, is carefully examined. 
If a few particles of gold are picked out, the contents of the other calabafh are ex¬ 
amined in the fame manner; but, in general, the party is well contented, if fhe can 
obtain three or four grains from the contents of both calabalhes. Some women, 
however, by long pra£lice, become fo w-ell acquainted with the nature of the fand, and 
the mode of wafhing it, that they will colletf gold, where others cannot find a fingle 
particle. The gold-duft is kept in quills, flopt up with cotton ; and ;he wafhers are 
fond of difplaying a number of thefe quills in their hair. Generally fpeaking, if a 
perfon ufes common diligence, in a proper foil, it is fuppofed that as much gold may 
be collefted by him in the courfe of the dry feafon as is equal to the value of two 
flaves. » 

Thuf Ample is the procefs by which the Negroes obtain gold in Manding; and it is 
evident, from this account, that the country contains a confiderable portion of this 
precious metal; for many of the fmaller particles muff neceffarily efcape the obfer- 
vation of the naked eye ; and as the natives generally fcarch the fands of ftreams at a 
confiderable diftance from the hills, and confequently far removed from the mines 
where the gold was originally produced, the labourers are fometimes but ill paid for 
their trouble. Minute particles only of this heavy metal can be carried by the current 
to any confiderable diftance; the larger muft remain depofited near the original fource 
from whence they came. Were the gold-bearing ftreams to be traced to their foun¬ 
tains, and the hills frota whence they fpring properly examined, the fand in which the 
gold is there depofited would, no doubt, be found to contain particles of a much larger 
fize * ; and even the fmall grains might be collecfed to confiderable advantage by the 
ufe of quickfilver, and other improvements, with which the natives are at prefent 
unacquainted. 

Part of this gold is converted into ornaments for the w'omen ; but, in general, thefe 
ornam^its arc more to be admired for their weight than their workmanftiip. They 
are mafl'y and inconvenient, particularly the car-rings, which are commonly fo heavy 
as to pull down and lacerate the lobe ot the ear; to avoid which they are fupported by 
a .thong of red leather, which paffes over the crown of the head from one ear to the 
other. The necklace c|jfplays greater fancy; and the proper arrangement of the dif¬ 
ferent beads and plates of gold, is the great criterion of tafte and elegance. When a 

C 

* I am informed that the gold mine, as it is called, in Wicklow, in Ireland, which w'as difeovered in the 
year i7ji|5, is near the top, and upon the fleep^flope of a mountain. Here pieces of gold of feveral ounces 
weight were frequently found. What would have been gold-dull two miles below was heic goltien gravel; 
that is, each grain was like a fmall pebble in fize, and one piece wSS found which weighed near twenty- 
tfvo ounces troy. ' 
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lady of confeij^nce is in full drefs, her gold ornaments may be worth altogether 
from fifty to ei^ty pounds fterling. . 

A fraall quantity of gold is Hkewife qpiployed by the Slatees, in defrayirV the ex- 
pences of their journies to and from the coaft; buf by*far the greater proportion is, 
annually carried away by the Moors in exchange for fait and other merchandize.* 
During my ftay at KamaliaJ the gold collefted by the difterent traders at that place> 
for falfhlone, was nearly equal to one hundred-pd ninety-eight poundis fterling; and 
as Kamalia is but a fraall town, and not much reforted to by the trading Moor?,, this 
quantity muft have borne a very fmall proportion to the gold colledled at Kancaba, 
Kankaree, and fome other large towns. The value of '..ll in this part of Africa is very 
great. One llab, about two feet and a half in length fourteen inches in breadth, and 
two inches in thicknefs, will fometimes fell for about two pounds ten fliillln ^s Iterling, 
and from one pound fifteen Ihilllhgs to two pounds, may be confidered as the common 
price. Four of thefe flabs are confidered as a load for an afs, and fix for a bullock. 
The value of European merchandize in Manding varies very much, according to the 
fupply from the coaft, or the dread of war in the country; but the return for fuch 
articles is commonly made in Haves. The price of a prime flave, when I was at 
Kamalia, was from nine to twelve minkallies, and European commodities had then 
nearly the follovfing value: 

18 gun flints, 

48 leaves of tobacco, 

20 charges of gunpowder, 

A cutlafs, 

A muiket from three to four minkallieo. 

The produce of the country, and the different neceffaries of life when exchanged 
for gold, fold as follows : 

Common provifions for one day. the weight of one teelee’kijjiy (a black bean, 
fix of which make the weight of minkalli);—a chicken, one teelee-kifli, — a 
fliecp, three teeki.-kifli, — a bullock, one minkalli, —- a horfe from ten to feventeen 
minkallies. 

The Negroes weigh the gold in fmall balances, which they always carry about 
them. They make no diflerence in point of value, between gold dull and wrought 
gold. In bartering one article for another the perfon who receives the gold always 
weighs it with his own teelee-kiffi. Thefe beans are fometimes fraudulently foaked in 
Shea butter, to make them heavy; and I once faw a pebble ground cxadly into the 
form of one of them : but fuch pratticcs are not very common. 

Having now related the fubftance of what occurs to my recoileclion conc^ning the 
African mode of obtaining gold from the earth, and its value in barter, I propeed to 
the next article, of which 1 propofed to treat, namely, ivory. 

■ Nothing creates a greater furprife among the Negroes on the fea coaft, (ban the 
eagernefs difplayed by the European traders to procure elephants’ teeih ; it being ex¬ 
ceedingly difficult to make them comprehend to what ule it is applied. Alihouglx 
they are fliewn knives with ivory hafts, combs, and toys o^' the"fame material, and are 
convinced that the ivory ihds manufactured, was originally j . rts of a tooth, they are 
not fatisfied. They fufpe£t that this commodity is more frequendy converted in Eu¬ 
rope, to purpofes of far greater itnpoi-iance; (lie true nao.re .>f which is fludioully 
concealed* from them, lelt the price ot ivory ftiould be enha. .d. 'Ihey cannoi, they 
fay, eafily perfuade^themfelveS that Ihips would be built, aiiu voyages undertaken, to’ 
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l^rocure an article, which had no other value than that of fumifhing li^pidles to knives, 
&c. when 'pieces of wood would anfwer the purpofe equally well. 

Elephants are very numerous in *the inte^r of Africa, but they appear to be a 
.diftint^ fpecies from thbfe found *in Aha. Blumenbach, in his .figures of otjefts of 
natural hiilory, has given good drawngs trf a grinder of each*; and the variation is 
evident. M. Cuvier alfo has given in .the Magazin Encytlopedique, a clear account of 
the difference between them. As I|^ever examined the Afiatic elephant, 1l have 
chofen rather to refer to thofe writers, than advance fhis as an opinion of my own. 
It has been faid that the African elephant is of a lefs docile nature than the Afiatic, 
pxd incapable of being tamed. The Negroes certainly do not at prefent tame them; but 
when we confider that the Carthaginians had always tame elephants in their armies;, 
and aQ:ually tranfported fome of them to Italy in the courfe of the Punic ware ; it feems 
more likely that they ihould have poffeffod the art (Jf taming their own elephants, 
than have fiibmitted to the expence of bringing fuch vaft animals from Afia. Perhaps, 
the barbarous practice of hunting the African elephants for the fake of their teeth, has 
rendered them more untraftable and favage, than they were found to be in.former 
times. 

The greater part of the ivory which is fold on the Gambia, and Senegal rivers, is 
brought from tfit? interior country. The lands tow'ards the coaft are too fwampy, 
and too much interfered with criecks and rivers, for fo bulky an animal as the ele¬ 
phant to travel through, without being difeovered; and when once the natives difeern 
the marks,of his feet in the earth, the whole village is up inarms. The thoughts of 
feafting on his flcfli, making fandals of his hide, and felling the teeth to the Europeans, 
infpirC every one with courage; and the animal feldom efcapes from his purfuers; but 
in the plains of Bambarra and Kaarta, and the extenfive wilds of Jallonkadoo, the ele¬ 
phants are very numerous ; and, from the great fcarcity of gunpowder in thofe diftrirs, 
they are lefs annoyed by the natives. 

Scattered teeth are frequently picked up in the woods, and travellers are very dili¬ 
gent in looking for them. It is a common praftice with the elephant to thruft his 
teeth under the roots of fuch flirubs and bufiies as grow in the more dry and elevated 
parts of the country where the foil is fliallow. Thefc bufiies he cafily overturns, and 
feeds on the roots, which are in general more tender and juicy than the hard woody 
branches or the foliage ; but when the teeth are partly decayed by age, and the roots 
more firmly fixed, the great exertions of the animal, in this practice, frequently 
caufes them to break fhort. At Kamalia I faw two teeth, one a very large one, which 
were found in the woods, and which were evidently broken off in this manner. In¬ 
deed it i»?difficuk other vvif ; to account for fuch a large proportion of broken ivory, as 
is daily ollered for fale, at the different fatbories; for when the elephant is killed 
in hunting, unlefs he dafhes himfelf over a precipice, the teeth are always extrafted 
entire. 

'1 here are certain feafons of the year when the elephants colleff into large herds, 
and traverfe the country in quefi of food or water; and as all that part of the country 
to the'noiih of the Niger is deffitute of rivers, whenever the pools in the woods 
are dried up, the elephants approach towards the banks of that river. Here they 
continue unbl the commencement of the rainy feafon, in the'months of June or July; 
and during this time they are much hunted by fuch of the Bambarrans as have gmi- 
, powder to fpare. The elephant hunters feldom go out fingly; a party of four or five 
join together; and having each furnilhed himfelf with'powdei* and ball, and a quan- 
' tity of corn-meal in a leather bag, fuffident for five or fix days* provifion, they enter 
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the moft unfrequtnted parts of the'wopd, and examine with great care every thmg that ■ 
can lead to the difcovery of the^elephants. In this puri'uit, notwithftanding'the bulk 
of the animal) very great nicety of obfefVation is Vqguised. The broken branches, 
the fcattered dung ef the animal, and the marks of hjs feet, are carefdUy infpefted j 
and many of the hunters have, by long experience and attentive obfervation, become 
fo expeiR in their fearch, that as foon as they obferve the foot-marks of an elephant, 
they win tell ahnoft to a certainty at '^hat time it paffed, and at what dfiftance it will 
be found. 

When they difcover a herd of elephants, they follow iJiem at a diilance, until they 
perceive fome one ftray from the reft, and come into x ach a fituation as to be fired 
at with advantage. The hunters then approach with great caution, creepinsr a ’-.^ngfl: 
the long grafs, until they have got near enough to be fare of their aim. Itiey then 
difeharge all their pieces at once, and throw themfelves on their face^ among the 
grafs. The wounded elephant immediately applies his trunk to the different wounds, 
but being unable to extract the balls, and feeing nobody near him, becomes quite 
furious, and runs about amongft the bufhes, until by fatigue and lofs of blood he has 
exhaufted himfelf, and affords the hunters an opportunity of firing a fccond time at 
him, by which hg is generally brought to the ground. 

The (kin is now taken off, and extended the ground with pegs, to dry; and 
fuch parts of the ftefli as are moft efteemed, are cut up into thin dices, and dried in the 
fun, to ferve for provifions on fome future occafion. The teeth are ftruck out with a 
light hatchet, which the hunters always carry along with them; not only for that 
purpofe, but alfo to enable them to cut down fuch trees as contain honey; for though 
they carry with them only five or fix days’ provifions, they will remain in the woods 
for months, if they are fuccefsful; and fupport themfelves upon the flelh of fuch 
elephants as they kill, and wild honey. 

The ivory thus collefted, is fclJr ' brought down to the coaft by the hunters 
themfelves. They difpofe of it to the itinerant merchants, who come annually from 
the coaft with arms and ammunition, to purchafe this valuable commodity. Some 
of thefe mei chants will colled ivory in the courfe of one feafon, fufficient to load 
four or five affes. A great quantity of ivory is likewife brought from the interior, 
by the flave coffles; there are, however, fome Slatees, of the Mahomedan perfuafion, 
who, from motives of religion, will not deal in ivory, nor eat of the flelh of the 
elephant, unlefs it has been killed with a fpear. 

The quantify of ivory colleded in this part of Africa, is not fo great, nor are the 
teeth in general, fo large as in the countries nearer the Line: lew of th^ weigh 
more than eighty, or one hundred pounds; and upon an average, a I'ar^of European 
merchandize may be reckoned as the price of a pound of ivory. • 

I have now, I truft, in this and the preceding chapters, explained with fufficient 
ininutenefs, the nature and extent of the commercial connedion which at prefent 
prevails, and has long fubfifted, between the .Negro natives of thofe parts of 
Africa which I vifited, and the nations of Europe; and it appears that flaves, gold, 
and ivory, together with a few other articles, viz. bees-wax and honey, hides, *gutns, 
and dye-woods, conftitut© the whole catalogue of exportable commodities. Other 
produdions, however, havf been incidentally noticed as the growth’of Africa; 
iuch as g](ain of different kinds, tobacco, indigfo, cotton-wool and perhaps as few 
others; but all of thefe (which can inly ^ obtained by culf adon and*labour) the 
natives, raife fufficient only for their own immediate expenditure; nor, under the 
prefent fyftem of their laws, manners, trade, and government, ran any thing 
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Luther be expected from them. It cannot^ however, admit of a doubt, that all the 
ric 1 b and ’^luable produftions, both of the Eaft and Indies, might eafily be natu¬ 
ralized, and brought to the ivniojl‘perfection, in the tropical parts of this immenfe 
continent. Nothing is wanting to this end but example, to enlighten the minds of the 
natives, and inftruSion to enable them to^ direCt their in^uftiy to proper objeds. It 
was not poffible for me to behold the wonderful fertility of the foil, the vaft <^rds of 
cattle, proper‘both for labour and food, and a variety of other circumftances favour¬ 
able to colonization and agriculture, and reflefl:^ withal, on the means which prefented 
themfelves of a vaft inland navigation, without lamenting that a country, fo abundantly 
ipifted and favoured by nature, fhould remain in its prefent favage and negleftcd 
ftate. Much more did I lament, that a people of mar\pers and difpofttion fo gentle 
and benevolent, ftiould either be left as they now ar^ immerfed in the grofs and un¬ 
comfortable blindnefs of pagan fuperftition, or permitted to become converts to a fyf- 
tem of bigotry and fanaticifm ; which, without enlightening the mind, often debafes 
the heart. On this fubject many obfervations might be made; but the reader 
will probably think that 1 have already digrefled too largely } and I now, therefore, re¬ 
turn to my fituation at Kanialia. 

f 

I..'' 

CH AP. X. — Tranfa^lions at Kamalia refimed. — Arabic MSS. in Ufe among the 
Mahomedan Negroes. — Reflections concerning the Converflon and Education of 
the Negro Children*—Return of the Author's BenefaClor, Karfa. — Far/Arr Ac¬ 
count of the Purchafe and Treatment of Staves. — Fafl of Rhamadan^ how obferved 
by the Negroes. — Author’s Anxiety for the Day of Departure. — The Caravan fets 
out. — Account of it on its DepartwrCy and Proceedings on the Road until its Arrival 
at Kinytakooro. 

THE fchoolmafter, to whofe care I was entrufted during the abfence of Karfa, was 
a man of a mild difpofition, and gentle manners; his name was Fankooma; and 
although he himfelf adhered ftriClly to the religion of Mahomet, he was by no means 
intolerant in his principles towards others who differed from him. He fpent much of 
his time in reading ; and teaching appeared to be his pleafure, as well as employ¬ 
ment. His fchool confifted of feventeen boys, moft of whom were fons of Kafirs; 
and two girls, one of- whom was Karfa’s own daughter. The girls received 
their inftruCtions in the day-time, but the boys always had their leffons by the 
light of a large fire before daybreak, and again late in the evening; for being 
confidei*^, during their fcholarfhip, as the domeftic Haves of the mafter, they were 
employed in planting corn, bringing fire-w'ood, and in other fervile offices through 
the day. 

Excluffve. of the Koran, and a book or two of commentaries thereon, the fchool- 
mafter poffeffed a variety of manuferipts, which had partly been purchafed from the 
trading Moors, -and pjirtly borrowed from bulhreens in the neighbourhood, and copied 
with great care. Other manuferipts had been produced to me at different places in the 
courfe of my journey ; and on recounting thole I had before feen, and thofe which 
were now mewn to me, and interrogating the fchnolrp^fter on the fubjeCt, I dif- 
covered that the negroes are in poffeflion (among others) of an Arabic y^rfion of 
■ the Pentateuch of Mbfes, which they call Taureta la Moofa, This is fo highly 
^ efteemed that it is often fold for the value of one prime Have. They have likewife a 
verfion of the Pfalma of David CZabora DawidiJ \ and, laftly, the book of Ifaiah, 
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which they call Lingeeli la JJa, and it is in very high efteem. I fufpeft, indeed, tha» 
in all thefe copies, there are interpolations of fome of the peculiar tenets of Mahomet, 
for I could diftinguifh in many paffages the name of^he, prophet. It 15 poQble, how- 
ever, that this circumftance might otherwifu have been accounted for, tf my knowledge 
of the Arabic had been more extenfive. By means of thofe books, many of the con¬ 
verted ^Negroes have acquired an acquaintance with fome of the remarkable events 
recorded in the Old Tcftament.; The account of our firft parents; the*daath of Abel; 
the deluge; the lives of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob ; the ftory of Jofeph and his bre¬ 
thren ; the hiftory of Mofes, David, Solomon, &c. \il thefe have been related to 
me in the Mandingo language, with tolerable exaftni. :s, by different people j and my 
furprife was not greater on hgaring thefe accounts from the lips of the Negi than 
theirs, on finding that I was already acquainted with them ; for although me Negroes 
in general have a very great idea of the wealth and power of the Europeans, I am afraid 
that the Mahomedan converts among them think but very lightly of our fuperior attain¬ 
ments in religious knowledge. The white traders in the maritime diftrifts take no pains 
to counterafl: this unhappy prejudice; always performing their own devotions in 
fecret, and feldom condefeending to converfe with the Negroes in a friendly and 
inftru£tive manner. To me, therefore, it was not fo much the fubjeft of wonder 
as matter of regret, to obferve, that while the fuperftition of Mahomet has, in this 
manner, fcattcred a few faint beams of learning among thefe poor people, the pre¬ 
cious light of Chriftianity is altogether excluded. I could not but lament, that 
although the coaft of Africa has now been known and frequented by the Europeans 
for more than two hundred years, yet the Negroes ftill remain entire ftrangers to the 
doftrines of our holy religion. We are anxious to draw from obfeurity the opinions 
and records of antiquity, the beauties of Arabian and Afiatic literature, &c.; but 
while our libraries are thus flored with the learning of various countries, we diftribute 
with a parfimonious hand the blefT -js of religious truth to the benighted nations of 
the earth. The ;iatives of Afia derive bm little advantage in this refpeft from an in- 
tercourfe with us ; and even the poor Africans, whom we affefl to confider as barba¬ 
rians, look upon us, I fear, as little better than a race of formidable but ignorant 
heathens. When I produced Richardfon’s Arabic grammar to fome flatees on the 
Gambia, they were aftonilhed to think that any European (hould underftand and write 
the facred language of their religion. At firft they fufpeaed that it might have 
been written by fome of the flaves carried from the coaft; but on a clofer examina¬ 
tion, they were fatisfied that no bufhreen could write fuch beautiful Arabic; and one 
of them offered to give me an afs, and fixteen bars of goods, if 1 would part with the 
book. Perhaps, a Ihort and eafy introdudion to Chriftianity, fuch as is found 
in fome of the catechifms for children, elegantly printed in Arabic, and diftributed 
on different parts of the coaft, might have a wonderful effeft. The,,expence would 
be but trifling; curiofity would induce many to read it; and the evidqjt fuperiority 
which it would poffefs over their prefent manuferipts, both in point of elegance and 
cheapnefs, might at laft obtain it a place among the fchool-boojts of Africa. 

The reflexions which I have thus ventured to fubmit to my leaders on this important 
fubjeX, naturally fuggefted themfelves to my mind on perceiving the encouragen^t 
which was thus given to ).earning (fuch as it is) in many parts of Africa. 1 have 
obferved,. that the pupils at Kamalia were moft of them th ; children of Pagans; 
their parents, therefore, could have had no predileXioii f / the doftrinea of Ma¬ 
homet. Their aini was their children’s improvement; and if a more enlightened, 
fyftem* had prefented itfelf, it would probably have been preferred. The children,’ 
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too, wanted not a fpirit of emulation} which it k the aim of the tutor to encou. 
rage. When aij^y^ne of them has read through tl^ Koran, and performed a cer. 
^tain number of public prayers, a feaft is prepared by the fchooltnafter, and the 
fcholar undergoes an examination, or (in European terms) taket out his degree. I 
attended at three different inaugurations of this fort, spd heard with pleafure, the 
diftina and intelligent anfwers which the fcholars frequently gave to the buflireens, 
who affeniijiipd on thofe occafions, and a£led as examiners. When the buflireens 
had fadsfied themfelves refpefting the learning and abilities of the fcholar, the laft 
page of the Koran was put into his hand, and he was defired to read it aloud ; after 
^he boy had flniihed this leflbn, he preffed the paper againft his forehead, and pro¬ 
nounced the word slfmen ; upon which all the bumreen| rofe, and fliaking him cor¬ 
dially by the hand, beftowed upon him the title of bq/hreen. 

When a fcholar has undergone this examination, his parents are informed that he 
has completed his education, and that it is incumbent on them to redeem their fon, 
by giving to the fchoolmafter a flave, or the price of a flave in exchange; which is 
always done, it the parents can afford to do it; if not, the boy remains the domeflic 
flave of the fchoolmafter until he can, by his own induftry, colleft goods fufficient to 
ranfom himfelf. 

About a week after the departure of Karfa, three Moors arrived at Karaalia with 
a confiderable quantity of fait, and other merchandize, which they had obtamed 
on credit, from a merchant of Fezzan, who had lately arrived at Kancaba. Their 
engagement was to pay him his price when the goods were fold, which they expeded 
would^ be in the courfe of a month. Being rigid buflireens, they were accommo¬ 
dated with two of Karfa's huts, and fold their goods to very great advantage. 

On the a4th of January, Karfa returned to Kamalia with a number of people, and 
thirteen prime flaves, which he had purchafed. He likewife brought with him a 
young girl whom he had married at Kancaba, as his fourth wife, and had given her 
parents three prime flaves for her. She was kindly received at the door of the baloon 
by Karfa’s other wives, who conduded their new acquaintance and co-partner into 
one of the heft huts, which they had caufed to be fwept and white-wafhed, on pur- 
pofe to receive her.* 

My clothes were by this time become fo very ragged, that I was almoft afliamed to 
appear out of doors} but Karfe, on the day after his arrival, generoufly prefented 
me with fuch a garment and trowfers, as are commonly worn in the country. 

T he flaves which Karfa had brought with him were all of them prifoners of war; 
they had been taken by the Bambarran army in the kingdoms of Waffela and Kaarta, 
and carried to Sego, where fome of them had remained three years in irons. From 
Sego they were fent, in company with a number of other captives, up the Niger in 
two large cano|js, and offered for fale at Yamina, Bammakoo, and Kancaba; at 
which pl^es |he greater number of the captives were bartered for gold-duft, and 
t^ remainder fent forward to Kankaree. 

Eleven of them Gon(efled to me that they had been flaves from their infancy; hut 
the oth'er two retufed to give any account of their former condition. They were all 
very inquifitive; but they viewed me at firft with looks oi horror, and repeatedly 
aflted if my countrymen were cannibals. They were vqry deiirous to know what 
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became of the flavcs after they had croffed the falt-water. I told them, that Aey w#re 
employed in cultivatii^ the l^d; but they would not believe nje} and ofte of ISiem, 
putting his hand upon the ground, faid with gfeat fipiplicity, “ Have y< u really got 
“ fuch ground as this to fet your feet upon ?” A deeply-rooted idea that theVlwIs 
purchafe Negroes for the, purpofe of devouring them, or of felling them to others, 
that they may be devoured hereafter, naturally makes the flaves contemplate a journey 
towards the coaft with great terror; infomuch that the flatees are forC^to keep them 
conftantly in irons, and watch them very clofely to prevent their efc^e. They are 
commonly fecured, by putting the right leg of one, and the left of another, into the 
fame pair of fetters. By fupporting the fetters win a firing, they can walk, thoi^h 
very flowly. Every four flaves are likewife faftened together by the neik', with a 
ftrong rope of twifled thongg; and in the night an additional pair of fetters is put on 
their hands, and .fometimes a light iron chain paffed round their necks. 

Such of them as evince marks of difcontent are fecured in a different manner. A 
thick billet of wood is cut about three feet long, and a fmooth notch being made upon 
one fide of it, the ankle of the flave is bolted to the fmooth part by means of a ftrong 
iron ftaple, one prong of which paffes on each fide of the ankle. All thefe fetters 
and bolts are ,made from native iron; in the prefent cafe they were put on by the 
blackfiniih as foon as the flaves arrived from Kancaba, and were not taken off until 
the morning on which the cpffle departed for Gambia. 

In other refpefts, the treatment of the flaves during their ftay at Kamalia, was 
far from being harfh or cruel. They were led out in their fetters every morning, to 
the fhade of the tamarind tree, where they were encouraged to play at games of hazard, 
and fmg diverting fongs, to keep up their fpirits; for though fome of them'fuftained 
the hardfhips of their fituation with amazing fortitude, the greater part were very 
much dejedled, and would fit all day in a fort of fullen melancholy, with their eyes 
fixed upon the ground. In the r ''ming, their irons were examined, and their hand- 
fetters put on; after which they were conduced into two large huts, where they, 
were guarded during the night by Karfa’s domeftic flaves. But notwithftanding all 
this, about a week after their arrival, one of the flaves had the addrefs to procure a 
fmall knife, with which he opened the rings of his fetters, cut the rope, and made 
his efcape: more of theni would probably have got off, had they affifted each other; 
but the flave no fooner found himlelf at liberty, than he refufed to ftop and aflift in 
breaking the chain which was faftened round the necks of his companions. 

As all the flatees and flaves belonging to the coffle were now affembled, either at 
Kamalia, or fome of the neighbouring villages, it might havi been expefted that we 
fhould have fet out immediately for Gambia } but though the day of our departure 
was frequently fixed, it was always found expedient to change it. Some of ahe people 
had not prepared their dry provifions; others had gone to vilit their relations, or collefl 
fome trifling debts; and, laft of all, it was neceflary to confult whether the day 
would be a lucky one. On account of one of thefe, or other fuch caufes, our 
departure was put off, day after day, until the month of February was far advanced; 
after which all the flatees agreed to remain in their prefent quarters, until the j%/?- 
fnot>n was ever. And»here I may remark, that lofs of time is an objeft of no great 
importance in the eyes of a Negro. If he has any thing of confequence to perform, 
it is a .matter of indifference to him whether he does it *u.day or to-morrow, or a 
month or two hence; fo long as he can fpend the prefent i/omeut with any degree of 
cor^ort, he gives himfelf very little concern about the future. 
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‘ J’he fiaift Qf Rhattiadan was obferved with great ftri£hiefs, by all the buihreens; but, 
inftead of tompelling me to follow their example, a| the Moors did on a flmiiar 
occafion, Karfa frankly told that I was at liberty to purfue my^ own inclination. 
In order, however, to manifeft a refpeft for their religious opinions, I voluntarily 
fdled three days, which was thought fufficient to fcreen pae from the reproachful 
epithet of kalir. During the faft, all the flatees belonging to the coffle affembled 
every morninjMif Karfa’s houfe, where the fchoolmafter read to them fome religious 
leffons, from a large folio volume, the author of which was an Arab, of the name of 
She^a. In the evening, fuch of the women as had embraced Mahomedanifm affembled, 
aij^ faid their prayers publicly at the Mifura. They were all dreffed in white, and 
v^t through the different proftrations, prefcribed by th^ religion, with becoming 
folemnity. Indeed, during the whole faft of Rhamadan, the Negroes behaved 
themfelves with the greateft meeknefs and humility ; forming a ftriking contrail to 
the favage intolerance and brutal bigotry, which at this period cnaraderife the Moors. 

When the firft month was almoft at an end, the Bulhfeens affembled at the 
Mifura, to watch for the appearance of the new moon; but the evening being rather 
cloudy, they were for fome time difappointed, and a number of them had gone 
home with a refolution to faft another day, when on a fudden this dejightful objeft 
Ihowed her lharp horns from behind a cloud, and was welcomed with the clapping 
of hands, beating of drums, firing mulkets, and other marks of rejoicing. As this 
moon is reckoned extremely lucky, Karfa gave orders that all the people belonging 
to the coffle Ihould immediately pack up their dry provifions, and hold themfelves in 
readinefs; and on the 16th of April, the Slatees held a confultation, and fixed on the 
19th of the fame month, as the day on which the coffle Ihould depart from Kamalia. 
This refolution freed me from much uneafinefs; for our departure had already been 
fo long deferred, that I was apprehenfive it might ftill be put off until the commence¬ 
ment of the rainy feafon; and although Karfa behaved towards me with the greateft 
kindnefs, I found my fituation very unpleafant. The flatees were unfriendly to 
me; and the trading Moors, who were at this time at Kamalia, continued to plot 
mifehief againft me, from the firft day of their arrival. Under thefe circumftances, 
1 reflefted, that my life in a great meafure depended on the good opinion of an 
individual, who was daily hearing malicious ftories concerning the Europeans; and 
I could hardly expedl that he would always judge with impartiality between me and 
his countrymen. Time had, indeed, reconciled me, in fome degree, to their mode 
of life; and a fmoky hut, or a fcanty fupper, gave me no great uneafinefs; but I 
became at laft wearied out with a conftant ftatc of alarm and anxiety, and felt a 
painful longing for the manifold bleffings of civilized fociety. 

On theoinorning of the 17th, a circumftance occurred, which wrought a confider- 
abie change in my favour. The three trading Moors who had lodged under Karfa’s 
protc^Hon, ever fince their arrival at Kamalia, and had gained the efteem of 
all the bulhreens, by an appearance of great fandity, fuddenly packed up their 
effects, and, without once thanking Karfa for his kindnefs towards them, marched 
over the hRls to Bala. l?very one was aftonilhed at this unexpefted removal; but 
the affair was cleared up in the evening, by the arrival of the Ftzzan hierchant /rom 
Kancaba (mentidned in p. 894.); who affured Karfa, that ^ thefe Moors had bor¬ 
rowed all their fait and goods from him,, and had fent for him to come to Kajnalia, 
-md. receive payment. When he was told that they had* fled to the weft ward, he 
wiped a tear from each eye with the fleeve of his cloak, and exclaimed, “ Thefe Jhir- 
“■ r'ukas (robbers) are M^omedans, but they are not men ; they have robbed me of 
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** two hundred minkallies.” From this merchant, I^ecdved inforiftation of the capture 
of our Mediterranean convoj^by the French, in Odober 1795. * . 

April tpth. The long wiflied-for day of 6ur departure was at ler jth arrived: 
and the flatees, having taken the irons from their flaves, affemblc^ with them ‘at me 
door of Karfa*s houfe, vyhere the bundles were all tied up, and every one had his 
load affigned him. The coffle, on its departure from Katnalia, confi'fted of twenty- 
feven flaves for fale, the property of Karfa and four other flatees; tfhype were after¬ 
wards joined by five at Maraboo, and three at Bala; making in all tSty-five flaves. 
The free men were fourteen in number, but moll of them had one or two wives 
and fome domeftic flaves, and the fchoolmafter, wl 0 was now upon his return for 
Woradoo, the place of nativity, took with him eight of his fcholars, 'o .hat the 
number of free people and .domeftic flaves amounted to thirty-eight, and the whole 
amount of the coffle was I'eventy-three. Among the freemen were fix Jilli keas 
(finging men), whofe mufical talents were frequently exerted, either to divert our fa¬ 
tigue, or obtain us a welcome from ftrangers. When we departed from Kamalia, we 
were followed for about half a mile by molt of the inhabitants of the town, fome of 
them crying, and others fhaking hands with their relations, who were now about to leave 
them ; and vihen we had gained a piece of riling ground, from which we had a view 
of Kamalia, all the people belonging to the coffle were ordered to fit down in one place, 
with their faces towards the weft, and the towns-people were defired to fit down in another 
place, with their faces towards Kamalia. In this fituation, the fchoolmafter, with two of 
the principal flatees, having taken their places between the two parties, pronounced a long 
and folcmn prayer; after which, they walked three times round the coffle, making an im- 
preflion in the ground with the ends of their fpears, and muttering fpmething by way 
of charm. When this ceremony was ended, all the people belonging to the coffle 
fprang up, and without taking a formal farewell of their friends, fet forwards. As 
many of the Haves had remainei' Sr years in irons, the hidden exertion of walk¬ 
ing quick, wi^b heavy loads upon their heads, occafioned fpafmodic contractions 
of their legs, and we had not proceeded above a mile, before it was found neceffary 
to take two of them from the rope, and allow them to walk more flowly until we 
reached Maraboo, a walled village, where fome people were waiting to join the coffle. 
Here we itopt about two hours, to allow the fttrangers time to pack up their pro- 
vifions, and then continued our rout to Bala, which town wc reached about four in 
the afternoon. The inhabitants of Bala, at this feafon of the year, fubfift chiefly on 
fifli, which they take in great plenty from the ftreams in the neighbourhood. We re¬ 
mained here until the afternoon of the next day, the 20th, when wc proceeded to Wo- 
rumbang, the frontier village of Manding, towards Jallonkadoo. As we propofed 
Ihortly to enter the Jallonka Wildernefs, the people of this village furniflied us with 
great plenty of provifions; and on the morning of the 21ft we entered the woods 
to the weftward of Worumbang. After having travelled fome little way, a confulta- 
tion was held, whether we ftiould continue our route through the Wildernefs, or 
fave one day’s provifions by going to Kinytakooro, a town in Jallonkadoo. After 'de¬ 
bating the mafter for fome time, it was agreed that we ihould take the» road for 
Kinyt^|cooro; but as that town was a long day’s journey diitanf, it was neceffary to 
take fome refrelhment., Accordingly every perfon opened his pre/vifion-bag, and 
brougly; a handful or two of meal, to the plape where karf-' and the flatees were fit¬ 
ting. When every one had brought his quota, and the Sis was properly arranged 
in fniall gourd fhells, the fchoolmafter offered up a fhort prayer; the iubftance of which 
was, that God and the holy Prophet might preferve us from robbers and all b?d j^eople. 



gggc VhKK*^ m4%iSL8 tN AFRICAN 

that our proTiiionjp.iliyghttiBver'iul'us, nor our limbs become hidgued. This c^mon]i 
being ended* every one pa^ookof the meal, and draOk a^ little watd*; after which we 
let forward (rather 'nmniog thaji walking), until we came to tht' river Kokoro, a 
branch of the Senegal, where we halted about ten minutes. The banks of this river 
are very high, and from the grafs and brulliwood which had been left by the ftream, 
it was evident that at this place the water had rifen more than twenty feet perpendicu¬ 
lar, during the rainy feafon. At this time it was only a fmall dream fuch as would 
turn a mill, fwarming with filh; and on account of the number of crocodiles, and the 
danger of being carried pad the ford by the force of the dream in the rainy fea¬ 
fon, it is called Kokoro (dangerous). From this place we continued to travel with the 
greeted expedition, and in the afternoon eroded two fmall branch^ of the Kokoro. 
About funfet we came in fight of Kinytakooro, a confiderable town, nearly fquare, 
fituated in the middle of a large and well cultivated pfain; before we entered the 
town, we halted, until the people who had fallen behind, came up. During this day’s 
travel, two Oaves, a woman and a girl belonging to a ilatee of Bala, were fo much 
fatigued that they could not keep up with the coffle; they were feverely whipped, and 
dragged along until about three o’clock in the afternoon, when they were both affefted 
with vomiting, by which it was difeovered that they had eaten clay. This praflice is 
by no means uncommon amongd the Negroes; but whether it arifes from a vitiated 
appetite, or from a fettled intention to dedroy themfelves, I cannot affirm. They were 
permitted to lie down in the woods, and three people remained with them until they 
had reded themfelves; byt they did not arrive at the town until pad midnight; and 
were then fo much exhauded, that the flatee gave up all thoughts of taking them acrofs 
the woods in their prefent condition, and determined to return with them to Bala, and 
wait for another opportunity. 

As this was the drd town beyond the limits of Manding, greater etiquette than 
ufual was obferved. Every perfon was ordered to keep in his proper dation, and 
wemarched towards the town, in a fort of proceffion, nearly as follows:—In front, five 
or fix ringing men, all of them belonging to the coffle; thefe were followed by the 
other free people; then came the flaves fadened in the ufual way by a rope round 
tl\eir necks, four of them to a rope, and a man with a fpear between each four; after 
them came the domedic flaves, and in the rear the women of free condition, wives of 
the flatees, &c. In this manner we proceeded until we came within a hundred 
yards of the gate, when the finging men began a loud fong, well calculated to flatter 
the vanity of the inhabitants, by extolling their known hofpitality to drangers, and 
their particular friendfliip for the Mandingoes. When we entered the town, we pro¬ 
ceeded to the bentang, where the people gathered round us to hear our dentegi (hif- 
tory ); this was related publicly by two of the finging men ; they enumerated every 
little circumdance which had happened to the coffle; beginning with the events of 
the prefent day, and relating every thing, in a backward feries, until they reached Ka- 
malia. When this hidory was ended, the mader of the town gave them a final! pre- 
fenf; and all the people of the coffle, both free and enflaved, were invited by fome per¬ 
fon or other, and accommodated with lodging and provifionsi for the night. 
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CHAP. (Joffle crojjes the JallonkaWiUernefs.'~--Miferablt Fate rf one of 

the female Slaves arrives at Soojeeta; proceeds to Mannas Some Account 

of the JaHonkas. — Crojfes the main Stream of the Senegal. — Bridge of a Jingular 
Conjlrutiion. —- Arrives dt Malacotta, — Remarkable Conduit of the King of the 
Jalofs. 

WE continued at Kinytakooro until noon of the 22d of April, when we removed to a 
village about feven miles to the weftward; the inhabit nts of which being apprehen- 
five of hoftilitics from the foulahs of Fooladoo, were at this time employed con- 
flructing fmall temporary hut's among the rocks, on the fide of a high hill ciofe to the 
village. 'I he fitu.uion was alnioft impregnable, being every where furrounded with 
high precipices, except on the eaftern fide, where the natives had left a pathway 
fufficient to allow one perfon at a time to afeend. Upon the brow of the hill, imme* 
diately over this path, I obferved feveral heaps of large loofe ftones, which the people 
told me Were intended to be thrown down upon the foulahs, if they ihould attempt 
the hill. 

At day-break’ on the 23d, we departed from this village, and entered the Jallonka 
wilderncfs. We pafled, in the courfe of the morning, the ruins of two fmall towns, 
which had lately been burnt by the foulahs. The fire mull have been very intenfe j 
for I obferved that the walls or many of the huts were llightly .vitrified, and appeared 
at a difiance as if covered with a red varnifti. About ten o’clock w'e came to the 
river Wonda, which is fomewhat larger than the river Kokoro; but the ftrcaTn was 
at this lime rather muddy, which Karfa affured me was occafioned by amazing 
fhoals of filh. 1 hey were indeed feen in all diredions, and in fuch abundance, that 
I fancied the water itfelf rafted and f '^It fifty. As foon as we had croffed the river, 
Karfa gave orders that all the people of the cofHe ftould in future keep ciofe together, 
and travel in their proper ftation; the guides and young men were accordingly 
placed in the van, the women and flaves in the centre, and the freemen in the rear. 
In this order, we travelled with uncommon expedition through a woody, but beautiful 
country, intorfperfed with a pleafing variety of hill and dale, and abounding with par¬ 
tridges, guinea-fowls, and deer, until funfet; when we arrived at a molt romantic 
ftream calU d Co-meiffang. My arms and neck having been expofed to the fun during 
the whole day, and irritated by the rubbing of my drefs in walking, were now very 
much inflamed and covered with blifters; and I was happy to embrace the oppor¬ 
tunity, wh.le the cofile refted on the bank of this river, to bathe myfelf in the ftream. 
This pradice, together with the cool of the evening, much dimiuifted the inflamma¬ 
tion. About tliree milts to the weftward of the Co-mcillang we halted in a thick 
wood, and kindled our fires for the night. We were all by this time very much 
fatigued ; having, as I judged, travelled this dr.y thirty miles; but no perfon was heard 
to complain. Whilft fupper was preparing, Karfa made one of the flaves break foraS 
branches from the trees for rpy bed. When we had finifhed our fupper of koflfkous, 
moifteued with fome boilftg water, and put the flaves in irons, we all laydown to 
fleep; but we were IVequently diflurbed in the night by the ho’ ding of ‘wdd beafts j 
and we found the linail brown ants very troublcfome. 

April 24th. Before day break the buftreens laid their n mg prayers, and moft. 
of the.free people drank a little mocning (a fort of gruel), part of which was likewife 
given to fuch of ihe flaves as appeared lead able to fuflain the fatigues of the day. 
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One of Karfa’s female flaves was very fulky, and when fome gruel was oftered to her, 
flTe refufed to drink it. As foon as day dawned we" fet out, and travelled the whole 
morning over a wild and rocky country, by which my feet were very much bruifed; 
and I was fadly afprehenfive that I Ihould not be able to keep up with the coffle during 
the day; but I was in a great meafure relieved from this anxiety, when I obferved 
that others were more exhaufted than myfelf. In particular the woman flave, who 
had refufed vidt’ials in the morning, began now to lag behind, and complain dreadfully 
of pains in her legs. Her load was taken from her, and given to another flave, and 
fhe was ordered to keep in the front of the coffle. About eleven o’clock, as we were 
refting by a fmall rivulet, fome of the people difeovered a hive of bees in a hollow tree, 
and they were proceeding to obtain the honey, when the largeft fwarm I ever beheld, 
flew out, and attacking the people of the coffle, made us fly in all diredions. I 
took the alarm firft, and I believe was the only perfdn who cfcaped with impunity. 
When our enemies thought fit to defift from purfuing us, and every perfon was 
employed in picking out the flings he had received, it was difeovered that the poor 
woman abovementioned, whofc name was Nealee, was not come up ; and as many of 
the flaves in their retreat had left their bundles behind them, it became necelTary 
for fome perfons to return, and bring them. In order to do this with I'afety, fire was 
fet to the grafs, a confiderable way to the eaftward of the hive, and tiie wind driving 
the fire f'urioully along, the party pufhed through the fmoke, ‘and recovered the 
bundles. They hkewile brought with them poor Nealee, whom they found lying by 
the rivulet. She was very much exhaufted, and had crept to the ftream in hopes to 
defend herfclf from tfie bees by throwing water over her body, but this proved 
jinefi'ctlual; for flie was flung in the moft dreadful manner. 

When the flatees had picked out the flings as far as they could, fhe was wafhed 
with water, and then rubbed with bruifed leaves; but the wretched woman obfti- 
natt ly refufed to proceed any farther ; declaring that fhe would rather die than walk 
another ftep. As eutrcaiies and threats were ufed in vain, the whip was at length 
applied : and alter bearing patiently a few ftrokes, flie flarted up, and walked with 
tolerable expediiion for four or five hours longer, when flie made an attempt to run 
away from the coffle, but was fo very weak, that Ihe fell down in the grafs. 'I'hough 
fhe was unable to rife, the whip was a focond time applied, but without clTcft ; upon 
which Karfa defirad two of the flatees to place her upon the afs which carried our 
dry provifions; but fhe could not fit ereft; and the afs being very refraftory, it was 
found impoflible to carry her forward in that manner. The flatees however were 
unwilling to abandon her, the day’s journey being nearly ended ; they therefore made 
a fort of litter of bamboo canes, upon which fhe was placed, and tied on it with flips of 
bark: jhis litter was carried upon the heads of two flaves, one walking before the other, 
and they were followed by two others, who relieved thenvoccafionally. In this manner 
the woman was carried forward until it was dark, when we reached a ftream 4)f water, 
at the foot of a high hill .called Gankanm-Kooro ; and here we ftopt for the night, 
and fet about preparing our fupper. As we had eat only one handful of meal fince 
the preceding night, ahd travelled all day in a hot fun, many of the flaves, who had 
loads upon their heads, were very much fatigued: and fljme of them fnapt their 
fingers, which among the Negroes is a fure fign of defp<apation. The flatees imme¬ 
diately put them all in irons; and fuch of them as had»eviliced figns of great defpon- 
deiicy, were kept apart from the reft,’ and had their hands tied. In the moi'hing they 
were found greatly recovered. 
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April 25th. At day-break poop Nealce was awakened ; but her limbs were nojv 
become fo ftifF and painful, that £he could neither walk nor Hand; fhe wtft! therefore 
lifted, like a corpfe, upon the back of the afs j 5 nd thp flatees endeavouro ‘ to fecure 
her in that fituation, by faftening her hands together under the afs’s neck and her feet 
under the belly, with long flips of bark; but the afs was fo very unruly that no fort of 
treatment could induce him‘to proceed with his load ; and as Nealee made uo exertion 
to prevent herfelf from falling, Ihe^ was quickly thrown off, and had*one of her legs 
much bruifed. Every attempt to carry her forward being thus found inefFe£lua\, the 
general cry of the coffle was, kang-tegi, kang-te^i^ “ ci t her throat, cut her throat 
an operation I did not wifli to fee performed, and therefore marched onwards with 
the foremoft of the coffle. !^had not walked above a mile when one of Karfn’s ? ..neflac 
flayes came up to me, with pogr Nealee’s garment upon the end of his bow, and ex¬ 
claimed Nealee affeeleeta (Nealcc is loft). I afked him whether the flatees had given 
him the garment as a reward for cutting her throat; he replied, that Karfa and 
the fqhoolmafter would not confent to that meafure, but had left her on the 
road, where undoubtedly (he foon perilhed, and was probably devoured by wild 
beafts. 

The fad fate of this wretched woman, notwithftanding the outcry before men¬ 
tioned, made a ftrong impreflion on the minds of the whole coffle, and the fehooU 
mafter fafted the whole of the enfuing day, in confequence of it. We proceeded in 
deep filcnce, and foon afterward crofled the river Furkoomah, which was about as 
large as the river Wonda. We now travelled with great expedition, every one being 
apprehcnfive he might otherwife meet with the fate of poor Nealee. It was how¬ 
ever with great difficulty that I could keep up, although I threw away my fpear, and 
every thing that could in the leaft obftrud me. About noon we faw a large herd of 
elephants, but they fuftered us to pafs unmolefted, and in the evening we halted near a 
thicket of bamboo, but found no wr ’ ; fo that we were forced to proceed four miles 
farther, to a fmall ftream, where we ftopt for the night. We had marched this day, as 
I judged, about twenty-fix miles. 

April 26th. This morning two of the fchoolmafter’s pupils complained much of 
pains in their legs, and one of the flaves walked lame, the foies of his feet being very 
much bliftered and inflamed ; we proceeded, notwithftanding, and about eleven o’clock 
began to afeend a rocky hill called Boki-Kooro, and it was paft two in the afternoon 
before we reached the level ground on the other fide. This was the moft rocky road 
we had yet encountered, and it hurt our feet much. In a fhort time wc arrived at a 
pretty large river called Boki, which we forded: it ran fmooth and clear, over a bed 
of whinftone. About a mile to the weftward of the river, we came to a road which 
leads to the north-eaft towards Gadou, and feeing the marks of many horfes* fec*t l ipon 
the foft fand, the flatees conjeSured that a party of plunderers had lately rovie that 
way, to fell upon fome town of Gadcu; and left they fhould difeover, upon their 
return, that we had pafled, and attempt to purfue us by the marks of our feet, the coffee 
was ordered to difperfe, and travel in a loofe manner through thg high grafs and bulhes. 
A little before it was dark, having crolTed the ridge of hills tf> the weftward* of the 
river Boki, we came to a*well called cullong qui (white fand well), and here we refted 
for the night. " 

April 27th. We departed from the well early in the mornir ., and walked on, with 
the greateft alacrity, in hopes of reaching a town before night. The rotfd, during the 
forenoon, led through extenfive thickets of dry bamboos. About two o’clock we came^ 
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to aftream called Nunkolo, where we twere each of^s regaled with a handful of meal, 
wfiich, ac.co'-ding to a fuperftitiouscuftom, was not to*be eaten until it was firft'moiftened 
with water from tbis ftream. About four o’clock we reached Soofeeta, a fmall 
Jallonka village, fituated in the* diftrift of Kullo, which comprehends all tliat trad of 
country lying along the banks of the Black river, or main branch of the Senegal. 
Thefe were the firil human habitations we had feen fince we left the village to the; well- 
ward of Kinytafoooro; having travelled in the courfe of the laft five days upwards of 
one hundred miles. Here, after a great deal of entreaty, we were provided with 
huts to fleep in ; but the mailer of the village plainly told us that he could not give 
us any provifions, as ihere had lately been a great fcarcity in this part of the country. 
He alfured us, that before they had gathered in their prefent crops, the whole inhabitants 
of Kullo had been for twenty-nine days without tailing edfn ; during which time, they 
fupported themlelves entirely upon the yellow powder Vhich is found in the pods of 
the «///«, fo called by the natives, a fpecies of mimofa ; and upon the feeds of the 
bamboo cane, which when properly pounded and drelTcd, talle very much like nee. 
As our dry provifions were not yet exhaufted, a confiderable quantity of kouikous was 
dreffed forfupper, and many of the villagers were invited to take part of the repall; 
but they made a very bad return for this kindnels; for in the night they feized upon 
one of the fchoolmaller’s boys, who had fallen afleep under the Bditang tree, and 
carried him away. The boy fortunately awoke before he was far from the village, and 
fetting up a loud feream, the man who carried him, put his tiand upon his mouth, and 
ran with him into the \yoods: but afterward underllanding that he belonged to the 
fchoolmaller, whofe place of refidence is only three days journey dillant, he thought, 
I fuppdfe, that he could not retain him as a Have without the fchooinialler’s knowledge; 
and therefore llripped off the boy’s clothes and permitted him to return. 

April* 28th. Early in the morning we departed from Soofeeta, and about ten o’clock 
came to an unwalled town called Manna ; the inhabitants of which were employed in 
collefling the fruit of the nitta trees, which are very numerous in this neighbourhood. 
The pods are long and narrow, and contain a few black feeds enveloped in the fine 
mealy powder before mentioned ; the meal itfelf is of a bright yellow colour refem- 
bling the flour of fulphur, and has a fweet mucilaginous talle: when eaten by itfelf it 
is clammy, but when mixed with milk or water, it conllitutes a very pleafant and nou- 
rifhing article of diet. 

The language of the people of Manna is the fame that is fpoken of ail over that ex- 
^enfive and hilly country called Jallonkadoo. Some of the words have a great affinity 
to the Mandingo, but the natives themfelves confider it as a diltind language: their 
aumerab are thefe, 


One 

— 

Kidding. 

Two 


Fiddiug, 

Three 


Sarra. 

Four 


• Nani. 

•Five 

■- 

Soolo, 

Six 

-- 

Seni. ^ 

Seven 


Soolo ma fiMing 

Eight 


Soolo ma fafra. 

Nine 


Soolo ma nani. 

Ten 

— 

I^uf. • 
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The Jallonkas, like the Mandingops, are governed by a number of petty chiefs, who 
are,in af'great meafure, independent of oath other; tlic’y have no common fovereign ) 
and the chiefs arc feldom upon fuch terms of friend (hip as to affift each other, even in 
wartime. The chief of Manna, with a number ol» his people, accon .^anied us to 
the banks of the Baling, or Black River (a jn incipal, branch of the Senegal), which we 
ci'ofled upon a bridge of bamboos, of a very fingular conffrudion. The river at this 
place is finooth and deep, and has very little current. 'I'wo tall trges, when lied to¬ 
gether by the tops, are fufficiently long to reach from oik' fide to the other; the roots 
refting upon the rocks, and the tops floating in th( water. When a few trees have 
been placed in this diredion, they are covered with ' y bamboos, fo as to form a float¬ 
ing bridge, with a floping gangway at each end, wIkto the trees r..ft upon the rocks. 
'Lillis Inidgc is carried away every year by the fwclling of the river i i tli. laiiiy feafpn, 
and is conllantly rebuilt by the inhabitants of Manna, who, on that account, exped a 
frnall tribute from every paflenger. 

In the afternoon we pafl'ed leveral villages, at none of which could we procure a 
lodging; and in the twilight we received information that two hundred Jallonkas had 
aflcmbled near a town called Melo, with a view to plunder the coflle. 'J’his induced us 
to alter our courfc, and we travelled with great fecrecy until midnight, when we ap. 
preached' a fhwn called Koba. Before wc entered the town, the names of all the 
people belonging to the coflle were called over, and a freeman and three flavos were 
found to be mifling. Every perfon immediately concluded that the Haves had mur¬ 
dered the freeman, and made their efcape. It was therefore agreed that fix people 
fhnuld go back as far as the lafl village, and endeavour to* find his body, or collect 
fomc information concerning the flaves. In the mean time the coffle was ordered to 
lie concealed in a cotton field near a large nitta tree, and nobody to fpeak except 
in a whifper. It was towards iiiorning before the fix men returned, having heard 
nothing of the man or the Haves. As none of us had tailed viffuals for the lafl- twenty- 
four hours, it was agreed that w^ mould go into Koba, and endeavour to procure fome 
provifions. W e accordingly entered the town before it was quite day, and Karfa pur- 
cirifcd from the chief m.i >, for three firings of beads, a confid i able quantity of ground 
nuts, which we roafied and cat for breakfall; wc were afterwards provided with huts, 
and refied here for the clay. 

About eleven o’clock, to our gr .at joy and furprife, the freeman and flaves, who 
had parted from the coflle the preceding night, entered tiie town. One of the flaves, 
it feems, had hurt his foot, and the trtght being very dark, they foon lofi fight of the 
coffle. The freeman, as foon as he found hirnfelf alone with the flaves, was aware of 
his own danger, and infifted on putting tliem in irons. I’hc flaves were at firfl rather 
unwilling to fiibmit, but when he threatened to flab them one by one with his Ipear, 
they made no further refifiance; and he reinained with them among the bufli. s until 
morning, when he let them out of irons, and came to the town in hopes < f hearing 
which route the cofllf'had taken. The inlormation that we received concerning the 
Jallonkas, who intended to rob l he coffle, was this day Ci>nlirined, and we were forevd to 
remain here until theaficrnooii of the 3c th ; when Ear ft hii^d a number of, people to 
prote6l us, and wc proceeded to a village called I'inkingiaug. Departing from this 
village on the day following, we crofli u a high ridge of mountains to.the well of die 
Black River, and travcHed over a rough llony country until funfet, when we arrived 
at Liiigicotta, a fniali village in the diltrift of Woradoo. icrewe fhook out rlic lafi 
handful of meal.from our* dry pfbvifion bags ; this being the fecund day (linceVe 
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croffed the Black River) that we had travelled front morning until night without tailing 
ond morfel of food. ' 

May adl We departed from Lingicotta; but the flaves being very much fatigued, 
we halted for the night at a village about nine miles to the weftward, aijd procured 
fome provifions through the intereft of the fchoolmafte'r, who now fent forward a 
meffengfer to Malacotta, his native town, to inform his friends of his arrival in the 
country, and to dgfire them to provide the neceflary quantity of viduals to entertain 
the coffle for two or three days. 

May jd. We fet out for Malacotta, and about noon arrived at a village, near a con- 
fiderable ftream of water which flows to the weftward; here we (determined to ftop 
for the return of the meflenger which had been fet to Malacotta the day before ; and 
as the natives aflTured me that there were no crocodiles in thft ftream, I went and bathed 
myfelf. Very few people here can fwim; for they came^in numbers to diffuade me 
from venturing into a pool, where they faid the water would come over my head. 
About two o’clock the meflenger returned from Malacotta; and the fchoolmafter’s 
elder brother being impatient to fee him, came along with the meflenger to meet him 
at this village. The interview between the two brothers, who had not feen each other 
for nine years, was very natural and affecting. They fell upon each other’s neck, 
and it was fome time before either of them could fpeak. At lengrti, when the 
fchoolmafter had a little recovered himfelf, he took his brother by the hand, and 
turning round, “ This is the man,” (faid he, pointing to Karfa) “ who has been my 
“ father in Manding; I would have pointed him out fooner to you, but my heart was 
« too full.” 

We reached Malacotta in the evening, where we were well received. 'This is an 
unwalled town ; the huts for the moft paVt are made of fplit cane, twifted injo a fort 
of wicker-work, and plaftered over with mud. Here we remained three days, and 
were each day prefented with a bullock from the fchoolmafter ; we were likewife well 
entertained by the townfpeople, who appear to be very adivc and induftrious. They 
make very good foap, by boiling ground nuts in water and then adding a ley of 
wood alhes. They likewife manufadure excellent iron, which they carry to Bondou 
to barter for fait. A party of the townfpeople had lately returned from a trading 
expedition of this kind, and brought information concerning a war between Almami 
, Abdulkader King of Foota Torra, and Darnel King of the Jaloffs. The events ^f 
this war foon became a favourite fubjed with the finging men, and the common 
topic of converfation in all the kingdoms borddling upon the Senegal and Gambia ; 
and as the account is fomewhat Angular, I fhall here abridge it for the reader’s informa¬ 
tion. The King of Foota Torra, inflamed with a zeal for propagating his religion, had 
fei't an emjsaffy to Darnel. The ambaffador,on the occafion, was accompanied by two of 
the principal bufltreens, who carried each a large knife, fixed on the top of a long pole. 
As foon as he had procured adraiffion into the prefence of Darnel, and announ<^ the 
pleafure of his fovereign, he ordered the bulhreens to prefent the emblems of his million. 
The two knives were accordingly laid before Darnel, and the ambaffador explained him- 
fclf as follofws: “ With this knife, (faid he) Abdu&ader will condefeend to lhave the 

head of Darnel, if Darnel will embrace the Mahomedan faith^; and with this other 

knife, Abdulkader will cut the throat of Darnel, if Darnel Fifufes to embrace it: —■ 
“ take your choice.” Darnel coolly told the ambaffador that hd had no choice to make: 
he neither chofe to have his head lhaved,*nor his throat cut^ and with this anfwhr the 
ambaffador was civilly difmiffed. Abdulkader to(^ his meafures accordingly, and 
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with a powerful army invaded Darnel’s country. The inhabitants of the towns and 
villages filled up. their wells, defthoycd their provifions, carried off their^ effeds, and 
abandoned their dwellings, as he approached.' «By this means he was I d on from 
place to place, until he had advanced three days jdurney into the country of the 
Jaloffs. He had, indeed, met with no oppofition; but his army lud fuffcrcd fo 
much from the fcarcity o^ water, that feveral of his men had died by the way* This 
induced him to direft his march towards a watering place in ‘the woods, where his 
men, having quenched their thirft, and being overcome with fatigue, lay down care- 
lefsly to fleep among the bullies. In this fituation thcv w'ere attacked by Darnel b< tore 
daybreak, and comfjetely routed. Many ot ihem ^ ,re trampled to death as they lay 
afleep, by the Jaloff horfes; others were killed in attempting to make ihf"'- jfcape; 
and a Hill greater number Vere taken prifoners. Among the latter, was, Abdiilkader 
himfelf. This ambitious or father frantic prince, who, but a month before had fent 
the threatening meffage to Darnel, was now himfelt led into his prefence, a miferable 
captive. The behaviour of Darnel on this occafion is never mentioned by the finging 
men .but in terms of the higheft approbation; and it was indeed fo extraordinary in 
an African prince, that the reader may find it difficult to give credit to the recital. 
When his royal prifoner was brought before him in irons, and thrown upon the 
ground, the ftiagnanimous Darnel, inftead of fetting his foot upon his neck, and 
ftabbing him with his fpear, according to cuftom in fuch cafes, addreffed him as fol¬ 
lows : “ Abdulkader, anfwer me this queftion. 11 the chance of war had placed me 
“ in your fituation, and you in mine, how would you have ^reared me?” “ I would 
“ have tliruft: my fpear into your heart,” returned Abdulkader with great firmnefs; 
“ and I know that a fimilar fate awaits me.” “ Not fo,” faid Darnel; “ my fpear is 
indeed red with the blood of your fubjeflis killed in battle, and 1 could now give it 
“ it a deeper ftain, by dipping it in your own; but this would not build up my towns, 
“ nor bring to life the thoufands v ho fell in the woods. I will not therefore kill you 
“ in cold blood, but 1 will retain you as my flave, until I perceive that your prefence 
“ in your own kingdom will be no longer dangerous to yoir- n- ighbours; and then 
“ I will confider of the proper way of difpofing of you.” Abdulkader was accord¬ 
ingly retained, and worked as a flave for three months; at the end of which period 
Darnel liftened to the felicitations of the inhabitants of Foota Torra, and reftored to 
them their king. Strange as this ftory may appear, 1 have no doubt of the truth of 
it: it was told me at Malacotta by the Negroes; it was afterwards related to me by 
the Europeans on the Gambia; by feme of the French at Goree; and cojifirmed 
by nine flave%. who were taken prifoners along w'ith AbJuD.ader, by the watering 
place in the woods, and carried in the fame fliip with me to the ^Veft Indies. 


• CHAP*,XII. Caravan proceeds to Konkadoo, and rrojfes the FalemS River;-— 
its Arrival at. Btiniferile^ Kirwani, and Tambacunda .— Incidents on the Ruud. — A 
Matrimonial Cafe.-—The Caravan proceeds through many Toxins and Villages, *and 
arrives at lengthen the Banks of the Gambia ; pajfes throf.y^h Medina, the Capital 
ef H' ooll ; and finally Jlops at jindey. — The Author, ac’ompanied by Karfa, pro¬ 
ceeds to Psfana. — farms Occurrences previous to his Def' r,..re frone Africa. 

ON the yth of JVIay we departed from Malacotta, ai;.i uiving croffed the Ba Ice, 
Honey river,” a branch oT the Senegal, we arrived m the evening at a walled town, 
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caljed Bintingala; where we refted two days. From thence, in one day more, we 
proceeded, te Dindikoo, a fniall town fituated at the bottom of a h^h ridge of hills 
from which this diftrid is named Konkadoo, “ the country of mountains.” Thefe hills 
are very produftivc of gold. Twaslhewn a„fmall quantity of this metal, which had 
been lately collected : the grains were about the ufual fize, but much flatter than thofe 
of Manding, and were found in white quartz, which had beoti broken to pieces by ham¬ 
mers. At this tewn 1 met with a Negro, whofe hair and fkin were of a dull white 
colour. He was of that fort which are called in the Spanifh Weft Indies Jlbinos, or 
White Negroes. Thefkiu is cadaverous and unfightly, and the natives confidered this 
complexion (I believe truly) as the eft'eft of difeafe. 

May nth. At daybreak wc departed from Dindikoo, and after a toilfome day’s 
travel,'arrived in the evening at Satadoo, the capital of a*diftridl of the fame name. 
This town was formerly of confiderable extent; but •many tamilies iiad left it in 
confequence of the predatory incurfions of the loulahs of Foota Jdlla, who made 
it a pra£ticc to come fecretly through the woods, and carry ofl' people from the com- 
ftelds, and even from the wells near the town. In the afternoon of the i2fh, we 
croffed the Faleme river, the lame which I had formerly crofted at Bondou in my 
journey eaftward. This river, at this feafon of the year, is eafilv forded at this 
place, the ftream being only about two feet deep. The w'ater is very pare, and flows 
rapidly over a bed of fand and gravel. We lodged for the night at a fmall village 
called Medina, the fol*’ property of a Mandingo merchant, who, by a long inter- 
courfe with Europeans, hps been induced to adopt ibme of iheir cuftoms. His viduals 
were ferved up in pewter dilbes, and even his houfes were built after the falhion of the 
Englifh houfes on the Gambia. 

May 13ih. In the morning, as we were preparing to depart, a coflle of Haves be¬ 
longing to fot.'e Serawoolli traders, croffed the river, and agreed to proceed with us 
to Baniferile, the capital of Dcntila ; a very long day’s journey from this place. We 
accordingly fet out together, and travelled with great expedition through the woods 
until noon; w^hen one of the Serawoolli Haves dropt the load from his head, for 
which he w'as fmartly whipped. The load was replaced ; but he had not proceeded 
above a mile before he let it fall a fecond time, for which he received the fame punifti- 
ment. After this he travelled in great pain unui about tw'o o’clock, when we ftopt to 
breathe a little, by a pool of water, the day being r luarkably hot. The poor flave was 
now fo contpletfly exhaufted that his mailer was obliged to releafe him from the rope, 
for be lay motionlefs on the ground. A Serawoolli tiierefbrc undertook to remain 
with him, and endeavour to bring him to the town durintr the cool of thj? night; in the 
meanwhile we continued our route, aud after a very hard day’s travel, arrived at 
Banifenlv late in the evening. 

Cue of cur flatees. was a na'j’'e of ilis ph ee, from which he had been abfent three 
years. This man invited me to go vitith him to luj Icufe; at the gate of wluch his ■ 
friir.ds nsei him, v.ith many expn ftons of joy : Ihakcig hands with him, embracing 
hin'i, t nd fingii g a. d d ii-cing bvlore him. As focn as he had iVated himfelf upon a 
mat, by the tli4(fl> id of^ii; door, a young w'.maB!'; his intended bride) t.'rought a little 
water in a culal'afl), ami kneeling down before him. or-fired him to wafli his hands; 
when had den.e this, the girl, vith a tear of joy fpaikliag m her eyes,.dhank the 
water; this being confulered 'he gr ateft proof ft' ei-uid give him of her fidelity and 
attachment, .’.bout eight o’c..)tk the lime evonm|;, the Serawoolli, who hadbeeft left 
in the w'oods to take ca'^e of the fatigued flave, returned arid told us that he was dead ; 
th'e general opinions however, was thua he hinife|r had killed him, or left him to perifli 
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on the road; for the Serawoollies are faid to be infinitely more croel in their tre|t- 
ment of flaves than the Mandingoes. We remained at Baniferile two days^in, ordfer to 
purchafe native iron, Shea-butter, and fome other«articles for fale on the G- nbia; and 
here the flatee, who had invited me to his,houfe, and Ivho poflefled three flaves, part 
of the coffle, having litbtained information that the price on the coaft was very -low, 
determined to feparate,from»us, and remain with his flaves, where he was, until an 
opportunity fliould offer of difpofing of them to advantage; giving «is to underftand 
that he fhould complete his nuptials with the young woman before mentioned, in the 
mean time. , . 

May 16th. We departed from Baniferile, and travelled through thick woods 
until noon, when we faw at a diftance, the town of Julifunda, but did not .'^^j^roach 
it; as we propofed to reft fbr the night at a large town tfelled Kirwani, which we 
reached about four o’clock itf the a&moon. This town ftancls in a valley, and 
the country, for more than a mile round it, is cleared of wood and well cultivated. 
The inhabitants appear to*be very aftive and induftrious, and feem to have carried the 
fyftem.of agriculture to fome degree of perfeftion; for they colleft the dung of their 
cattle into large heaps during the dry feafon, for the purpofc of manuring their 
land with it at the proper time. I faw nothing like this in any other part of 
Africa. Near (he town are feveral fmelting furnaces, from which the natives obtain 
very good iron. They afterwards hammer the metal into fraall bars, about a foot in 
length, and two inches in breadth, one of which bars is fuffigient to make two Man- 
dingo corn hoes. On the morning after our arrival, we were tyfited by a flatee of this 
place, who informed Karfa, that among fome flaves he had lately purchafed, was a 
native of Foota Jalla; and as that country was at no great diftance, he could not 
fafely employ him in the labours of the field, left he fliould efFed his efcape. The 
flatee was therefore defirous of exchanging this flave for one of Karfa’s, a^ offered 
fome cloth and Shea-butter, to induce Karfa to comply with the propolal, which, 
was accepted. The flatee thereupon fent a boy to order the flave in queftion to bring 
him a few ground nuts. The poor creature foon afterwards entered the court in which 
we were fitting, having net fufpicion of what was ncgociating, until the niafter caufed 
the gate to be fhut, and told him to fit down. The flave now faw his danger, and 
perceiving 4he gate to be fliut upon him, threw down the nuts, and jumped over the 
fence. He was immediately purfued and overtaken by the flatecs, who brought him 
back, and fecured him in irons, after which one of Karfa’s fla\'es was rcleafed and 
delivered in exchange. The unfortunate tRptive was at firft very much dejected, 
but in the courfij of a few days his melancholy gradually fubfidc J ; and he became at 
length as cheerful as any of his companions. , , 

Departing from Kirwani on the morning of the 20th, wc entered the Tenda ^iliicr- 
nefs of two days journey. The woods were very thick, and the couiitry flielved towards 
the fouth-jveft. About ten o’clock we met a coffle of twenty-fix people, and feven 
loaded zttes, returning from the Gambia. Moft of the men were armed with mulkets, 
and had broad belts of fcarlet cloth over their flioulders, and European hats uport 
their heads. They informed us that there was very little demand for flaves «n the 
coaft as no veffel had arrived for fome months paft. On liearing this, the Sera¬ 
woollies whQ.had travelfed^with us from the Falamc river, h-p-rated thsmfelves and 
their flaves from the coffle. • They had not, they faid, the mcanr of maintaining their 
flaves ki Gambia, until a veffel ffiould arrive; hnd were m dlling to.fell them to. 
difadvantace ; they therefore departed to the northward for Kajaaga. We continued 
our route through the Wildemefs, and travelled all day through a rugged ccaniry, ■ 
° * 6 A covcrevl 
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covered with extenfive thkk|ts of bamboo. At funfet, to our great joy, we arrived at 
a pool of w. ter near a large tabba tree, whence the place is called Tabba-gee, and 
here we refted a feV hours. The water at this fealbn of the year is by no means plen¬ 
tiful in thefe woods ; and as the days were infufferably hot, Karfa propofed to travel 
in the night. Accordingly, about eleven o clock, the flaves wei& taken out of fhtir 
irons, and the people of the cofRe received orfers to keep clofe together; as well to 
, prevent the flavas from attempting to efcape, as on account of the wild beafts. We 
travelled with great alacrity until day-break, when it was difeovered that a free woman 
had parted from the code in the night: her name was called until the woods 
refounded ; but no anfwer being given, we conjeftured that Ihe had either miftaken 
the road, or that a lion had feized her unperceived. At length it was agreed that 
four people fhould go back a few miles to a fmall rivulet, where fome of the cofllehad 
ftopt to drink, as we palled it in the night; and tiiat the code fhould wait for 
their return. The fun was about an hour high before the people came back with the 
woman, whom they found lying fall afleep by the ftream.- We now refumed our 
journey, and about eleven o’clock reached a walled town called Tambacunda, where 
we were well received. Here we remained four days, on account of a palaver which 
was held on the following occafion: Modi Lemina, one of the llatees belonging to the 
code, had formerly married a woman of this town, who had borne him two children; 
he afterwards went to Handing, and remained there eight years, without fending 
any account of himfelf, during all that time, to his deferted wife; who, feeing no 
profpeft of his return, at the end of three years, had married another man, to whom 
fhe had likewife borne two children. Lemina now claimed his wife ; but the fecond 
hufbartd refufed to deliver her up ; infilling that by the laws of Africa, when a man 
has been three years abfent from his wife, without giving her notice of his being alive, 
the woraaii is at libeisty to marry again. After all the circumllances had been fully 
inveftigated in an alTembly of the chief men, it was determined that the wife Ihould 
make her choice, and be at liberty either to return to the firft hulband, or continue 
with the fecond, as Ihe alone fhould think proper. Favourable as this determination 
was to the lady, Ihe found it a difficult matter to make up her mind, and requefted 
time for confideration: but I think I could perceive that JirJl love would carry the 
day. Lemina was indeed fomewhat older than his rival, but he was alfo mvich richer. 
What weight this circumftance had in the fcale of his wife’s affedtions, I pretend not 
to fay. 

On the morning of the 26th, as we departed from Tambacunda, Karfa obferved 
to me that there were no Shea trees farther to the wellward than this town. I had col- 
Jedled and brought with me from Handing the leaves and flowers of this tree j but they 
were ft greatly bruifed on the road that I thought it bell to gather another fpecimen 
at this place. The appearance of the fruit evidently places the Shea tree in the natural 
order of fapotee., and it has fome refemblance to the mudhupa tree, deferibed by 
Lieutenant Charles Hamilton in the Afiatic Refearches, Vol. 1 . page 300. About one 
o'clock we reached Sibikillin, a walled village, but the inhabitants having the cha- 
radler 'of inhofpitality'towards flrangers, and of being much addidled to theft, we 
did not think proper to enter the gate. We refted a fhort time under a tree, and then 
continued our route until it was dark, when we halted foi^ the night by .a fmall ftream 
running towards the Gambia. Next day the road led ove» a wild and rocky country, 
every where rifing into hills, and abounding with fnonkies aind wild beafts. In the 
rivulets among the hills, we found plenty of lifh. This was a very hard day’s journey, 
and it was not until funfet that we reached the village of Koombod, near to which are 
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th e ruins of a la^e town formerly deftroyed by war. The fcHlibUants of Koomboo, like 
thofe of Sibikiilin, havefo bad a reputation, that ftrangersfeldom lodge in^hfc village; 
we accordingly refted for the night in the fields, Vherft we erefted |empo.ary huts for 
our«protedion, there being great appearance of rain. 

May 28th. We departed from Kogtnboo, and fleptat a Foulah town about *feven 
miles to the weft ward; frcAn which oii'the day following having croffei„a confider- 
able branch of the Gambia, called Neola Koba, we reached a well mhabited part of , 
the country. Here are feveral towns within fight of each other, colleftively called 
Tenda, but each is diftinguilhed alfo by its particu’..r name. We lodged at one of 
them called Koba Tenda, where we remained the day following, in order L' ; -ocure 
provifions for our fupport in, crofting the Simbani woods. On the jotn we reached 
Jalacotta; a confiderable towy, but much infefted by Foulah banditti, who come 
through the woods from Bondou, and fteal every thing they can lay their hands on. A 
few days before our arrival, they had ftolen twenty head of cattle, and on the day fol¬ 
lowing made a fecond attempt; but were beaten off, and one of them taken prifoner. 
Here,' one of the flaves belonging to the coffle, who had travelled with great diffi¬ 
culty for the laft three days, was found unable to proceed any farther: his mafter 
(a finging man) propofed therefore to exchange him for a young girl, belonging to 
one of the townfpeople. The poor girl was ignorant of her fate, until the bundles 
were all tied up in the morning, and the coffle ready to depart; when, coming with fome 
other young women to fee the coffle fet out, her mafter took her by the hand, and 
delivered her to the finging man. Never was a face of fcrenity*more fuddenly changed 
into one of the deepeft diftrefs : the terror (he manifefted on having the load put upon 
her head, and the rope faftened round her neck, and the forrow with which flie bade 
adieu to her companions, were truly affefting. About nine o'clock, we croffed a large 
plain covered with ciboa trees (a fpedes of palm), and came td the river Nerico, a 
branch of the Gambia. This was oat a fmall river at this time, but in the rainy 
feafon it is often dangerous to travellers. As foon as we had croffed this river, the 
finging men began to vociferate a particular fong, expreflive ot their joy at having 
got fare into the weft country, or, as they expreffed it, the land of the fetting fun. Tlie 
country was found to be very level, and the foil a ipixture of clay and fand. In the 
afternoon it rained hard, and we had recourfe to the common Negro umbrella, a 
lafge ciboa leaf, which being placed upon the head, completely defends the whole 
body from the rain. We lodged for the night under the fliade of a large tabba tree, 
near the ruins of a village. On the morning following, we croffed a ftream called 
Noulico, and about two o’clock, to my infinite joy, I few myfeif once more on the 
banks of the Gambia, which at this place being deep and fmooth is navigable; but 
the people told me that a little lower dovm the ftream is fo ihallow that the coffle fre« 
quently crofs it on foot. On the fouth fide of the river oppofite to this place, is a 
large plain of clayey ground, called Toombi Toorila. It is a fort of morafs, in which 
people are frequently loft, it being more than a day's journey acrofs it. In the after¬ 
noon we met a man and two women, with bundles of co:ton cloth upon their heatte. 
They were going, they faid, for Dentila, to purchafe iron, the/c being a great'Vcardty 
of that article on the Gambia. A little before it was dark, w ‘ arrived at a village 
in the kmgdom of Woolli^ called Seefukunda. Near vi'lage there are great 
plenty of nitta trees, and 'the flaves in pafling ^long had coll- led large bunches of 
the fruit*; but fuch was the fqperftition of the inhabitants, that they would not permit 
any pf the fruit to be brought into the village. They had been told, they faid, \hat; 
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fame cataftrophe woutdlSippen to the place when people lived upon nittas, and negleded 
to cultivdte'^corn. . , 

June ad. ’ We departed frotji SeeTukunda, and pafled a number of villages, at none 
of which was the coffle permitted to ftop, although we were all verymucit fa¬ 
tigued : it was four o’clock in the afternoon b^ifore we reached Baraconda,- where we 
relied Departing from Baraconda mn the mo/ning of the 4th, we reached 

in a few hours* Medina, the capital of the King of WoolH’s dominions, from whom 
I had received an hofpitable reception in ,the beginning of December 1795, in 
my,'^journey eaftward. I immediately inquired concerning the health of my good 
old benefaftor,- and learnt with great concern that he was dangeroufly ill.. As 
Karfa would not allow the cofile to ftop, I could not^ prefent my 'refoedls to the 
King in perfon ; but I fent him word, by the officer to whom we paid cuftoms, that 
his prayers for my fafety had not been unavailing. We continued our route until 
funfet, when we lodged at a fmall village a little to the wellward of Kootakimda, 
and on the day following arrived at Jindey; where, eighteen months before, I. had 
parted from my friend Dr. Laidley; an interval, during which I had not be¬ 
held the face of a Chriftian, nor once heard the delightful found of my native 
language. ^ 

Being now arrived within a fliort diftance of Pifania, from whence my journey origi¬ 
nally commenced, and learning that my friend Karfa was not likely to meet with 
an immediate opportunity of felling his flaves on the Gambia j it occurred to me 
to fuggeft to him that he would find it for his intereft to leave them at Jindey, until 
a market fhould offer. Karfa agreed with me in this opinion; and hired, from the 
chief man of the town, huts for their accommodation, and a piece of land on which 
to employ, them, in raifmg corn, and other proyifions for their maintenance. With 
regard to himfelf, declared that he would ribt quit me until my departure from 
Africa. We fet out accordingly, Karfa, myfelf, and one of the Fouiahs belonging to 
the coffle, early on the morning of the 9th ; but although I was now approaching the 
end of my tedious and toilfome journey, and expeded in another day to meet with 
countrymen and friends, I could not part, for the laft time, with my unfortunate fellow, 
travellers, doomed, as I knew mqft of them to be, to a life of captivity and flavery, in 
a foreign land, without great emotion. During a wearifome peregrination of more 
than five hundred Britifh miles, expofed tV the burning rays of a tropical fun, thefe 
poor flaves, amidft their own infinitely greater fufferings would coinmiferate mine ; 
and frequently, of their own accord, bring water to quench my third, and at night 
colled branches and leaves to prepare me a bed in the wildernefs. We parted with 
reciprocal expreffions of regret and benedidion. My good wifhes and prayers 
were ail 1 could beftow upon them; and it afforded me fome confolation to be told, 
that they were fenfible I had no more to give. 

My anxiety to get forward admitting of no delay on the road, we reached Tenda- 
epnda in the evening, and where hofpitably received at the houfe of an aged black fe¬ 
male called Seniora Cqjnilla, a perfon who had refided many years at the EngUfli fac¬ 
tory, afid fpoke our language. I ivas known to her before I had left the Gambia, at 
the outfet of my journey; but my drefs and figure were now different from the ufual 
appearance of an European, that fhe was very excufable ih miftaking raeffor a Moor. 
When I told her my name and country, fhe furveyed ml wth great aftonifltraent, 
and feemed unwilling t& give credit to the teftimony of^her fenfes. She affured me 
that none of the traders on the Gambia ever expeSed to fee ane again j having 
’ „ I been 
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been informed long ago, that the Moors of Ludaqiar h<|fi murdered me, as they 
had murdered Major Houghton. I inquired for my "'two attendants. JTohnfotf and 
Demba, and learnt, with great forrow, that neither of them ret urned. Kark, 
whe had never before heard people converfe in Englifli, lifteniisa to us with great 
attention. Every thing he faw feemed wonderful. The furniture of the houfe, 
the. chairs, See. and pajticularly b^s with curtains, were objefts of hi§ great 
admiration; and he afked me a thoufand queftions concerning jhe and ne- 
ceflity of different articles} to forae of which I found it difficult to give fatisfadlory* 
anfwers. 

On the morning of the i oth, Mr. Robert Ainiky, having learnt that I was at Ten- 
dacunda, came to meet me, and politely offered me the ufe of his horff\ iIc informed 
me that Dr. Laidley had removed all his property to a place called Kaye, a little farther 
down the river, and that hS was then gone to Domafanfa with his veffel, to pur- 
chafe rice; but would return in a day or two. He therefore invited me to flay with 
him at Pilania, until tht do£tor’s return. I accepted the invitation,'and being accom¬ 
panied by my friend Karfa, reached Pifania about ten o’clock. Mr. Ainfley’e fchooner 
was lying at anchor before the place. This was the moft furprifmg objeft which Karfa 
had yet fecn. He could not eafily comprehend the ufe of the marts, fails, and rigging; 
nor did he conceive that it was poffible, by any fort of contrivance, to make fo large 
a body move forwards by the common force of the wind. The manner of fallen- 
ing together the difi’erent planks which compofed the veffel, and filling up the 
feams fo as to exclude the water, was pcrfedly nev^ to him; and I found that the 
fchooner with her cable and anchor, kept Karfa in deep meditation the greater part 
of the day. • , 

About noon, on the 12th, Dr. Laidley returned from Doomafanfa, and received 
me with great joy and fatisfaftion, as one rifen from the dead. Finfling that the 
wearing apparel which I had left -uder his care was not fold nor font to England, I lort 
no time in refnming the Englilh drefs ; and difrobing my chin of its venerable incum¬ 
brance. Karfa furveyed me in iny Britilh apparel with great '’elight; but regretted 
exceedingly that I had taken off my beard; the lofs of which, he (aid, had converted 
me from a man into a boy. Dr. Laidley readily undertook to difoharge all the pecuniary 
engagements I had entered into fince my departure from the Gambia, and took my draft 
upon the Affociation for the amount. My agreement witli Karfa (as I have already 
related) was to pay him the value of one prime flave, for which I had given him my 
bill upon Dr. Laidley, before we departed from Kamalia; for, in cafe of my death on 
the road, 1 was unwilling that my benefaftor lliould be a lofei. But this good creature 
had continued to manifeft towards me fo much kindnefs, that I diought I made "him 
but an inadequate recorapenfe, when I told him that he was now to receive double the 
fum I had originally promifed; and Dr. Laidley affured him that he was ready to 
deliver the goods to that amount, whenever he thought proper to fend for them. Karfa 
was overpowered by this unexpefted token of my gratitude, and ftill more fo, when 
he heard that I intended to fend a handfome prefent to the good old fchoolmafter, 
Fankooma, at Malacotta. He promifed to carry up the g,Jods along with his own j 
and Dn Laidley affured him that he would exert himfelf in affirting him to difpofe of 
his flaves to the beft atlvantage, the moment a flave veflll luould arrjye. Thefe and 
other inrtances of attention and kindnefs (hewn him by Dr.adley, were not loft upon 
Karfa.* He would often fay to me, “ my journey bus i.deed been profperous!” 
But, obferving fhe improved ftate of our manufactures, and our manifeft fuperiority 

. in 
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in the arts of civilized life, Jie would fometimes appear penfive, and exclaim with 
an involuntary figh, fing inter feng^ “ black men are nothing.” At other 
times, he would afk me with great ferioufnefs, what could poflibly have induced 
who was no trader, to think oi exploring fo miferable a country as Africa ? *He 
meant by this te fignify that, after what I muft have witneffed in my own' country, 
nothing in ^fica could in his opinion deferve a moment^s attention. I have pre- 
ferved thefe^little traits of charader in this worthy Negro, not only from regard 
to the man, but alfo becaufe they appear to me to demonftrate that he poffeffed a 
mintW/^ow /jis condition : and to fuch of my readers as love to contemplate human 
nature in all its varieties, and to tract its progrefs from rudenefs to refinement, I hope 
the account I have given of this poor African will not be unacceptable. 


A Vocabulary of the Mandingo language. 


Above, fanto. 

Abfent, inteegee: (literallyy ** not here.”) 
Abufe, V. anenni. 

Add, akeejce. 

Afraid,Tivm/ec. 

Afternoon, oora. 

Air, fonio. 

Alike, beakillin. 

Alive, a -begee (is here). < 

All, bea. 

Always, toomtoma. 

And, ning. 

bota: (literally, the heart 
comes out.”) 

Angel, melika. 

Arm, boulla: (the fame for hand,) 
Arrived, footata. 

Arrow, binni. 

Afcend, Jilli. 

Afleep, ftnoula, 

Affift, maquoi. 

Axe, terang, 

A 

Back, ko. 

Bad,yotf. 

Bag, bota. 

Barter, v. fallan. 

Baflard, dirg: (literally, “nobody’s 
''child.”) 

Bcad.s, connoo. 

Beard, bora. 

Beal, V. ogojji, , 

Bees, lek'fft, 

' Bed, larong* 


Beer, dolo : (the fame for ftrong liqudr of 
any kind.) 

Before, neata: (“ within fight.”) 
Behind, kq/i. 

Belly, konno. 

Big, awarata. 

Bind or tie, afeeti. 

Bird, com. 

Bite, V. keeng. 

Black, 

Blood, yo///V. 

Blue, Jingma: (blackilh.) 

Boil, v.fagee. 

Bone, cooloo. 

Book, kittSba. 

Borrow, la. 

Bottom, joo. 

Bow, kalla. 

Boy, kea ding ; (literally, “ male child.”) 
Brave, fatte. 

Bread, munko. 

Break, v. affdra : (the fame word figni- 
fies “ to kill,” or “ to deftroy.”) 
Breafts, fonjoo. 

Bring, infambo. 

Brother, ba-ding-kea: (literally, ** mother’s 
male child.”) 

Bum, V. ageni. 

Buy (or fell), faun^^ 

Call, V, akillU 
Carry, afambo. 

Cat, neancon. 

Catch, V. amuta. 


Cheft 
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Cheft or coffer, koontf. 

Child, ding ; (if very young, dingding.) 
Cloth, fauno, 

0 |»ld, ninnoy 
Collie, na. 

Coming, ahenali. 

Completely, betiki. 

Cook, V. tabbec.” 

Com, mo. 

Country, doo. 

Cow, nejfee moofa. 

Crowd, n.fetima. 

Cry, V. akumbo. 

Cunning, n. a. kijfee, 

Cu , V. iegi. 

Danger, torvo. 

Dark, dibbk. 

Daughter, dhig moofa: (literalky “ female 
child.”} 

Day, tcclee. 

Dead, afata. 

Deep, adoonta. 

Deft (I, all00. 

Dew, combi. 

Die, V. fa. 

Dirt, no. 

Difeafe,yi'’«^nx. 

Difpute, degama. 

Dog, wooia. 

Door, da: (this is a word of very exten- 
five ufe, being applied to whatever opens 
and Ihuts.) 

Down, ad. dooma. 

Dream, v. fbota. 

Dream, n.f. fibo. 

Drink, v. ameen. 

Dry (arid), ajata. 

_ Ear, toola. 

Earth (foil), banko. 

Earth (globe), banko kang. 

Eaft, teetee bo: (“ fun rife.”) 

Eat, adummo. 

Elephant, famma. \ 

Empty, fng ftgee: (“ nothing here.”) 
Enough, keyenio. 

Entertain (a gueft),/7»<fa. , 

Expert, cumering-: (“ a£tive, clever, &c.”) 
Eye, nea» 


m 

Face, (the fame as for the eye.) 

Fall, V. bni. 

Far off, jangfata. 

Fall,* V. j^ong. 

Fat, keng. 

Father, fa. 

Fear, v.feclan. 

Feather, tcc; (it fignifits alf^** hair, and 
wool.) 

Female moofa. 

Fever, candca. 

Few, do. 

Fight, V. akilli. 

Fill, afundi. 

Finger, bouUa bonding. 

Fire, deemba. 

Filh, yco. 

Flelh, fooboo. 

Food, kinnee. 

"i'ool^foaring. 

Foot, Jing; (ftgnifies alfo “ the leg.”) 
Forget, neanta. 

Free, horea. ♦ 

Frefh, kinde : (ftgnifies alfo, healthy.) 
Friend, barrio. • 

Fruit, eree ding; (“ child of tl\e tree.”) 

Full, ajfata. 

Give, infong. 

Glad, lata. 

Go, D. ta. 

God, Alla. 

Gold, fanoo. 

Good, bettie. 

Grafs, bing. 

Great, baa. 

Gray, aqueia. 

Guard, v. tenkoong. 

Half, tdla. 

Handfome, aniniata. 

•Hahg up, deng. 

Hate, V. akoong. . 

He, .etti. 

Head, koon. 

Hear, mot. 

Heart, jufu. 

jrfeaven,j^w/i! • (the Mahomedah Negroe 
commonly fay, iljinna ) 

Heavy, 
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Heavy, accoliato. 

WQ\\f johaniba, 

Wexit foofee tiiofa. 

Herb, jambo. 

Here, jang. . 

Hide, n, goolo. 

Hill, konko^ •& 

Hoff, leaJt * 

Hole, dinka! 

Honey,' lee^. 

Horn, bint. 

Horfe,yo(j. 

Hot, candiaia. 

Houfe, bsong. 

Hungry, konkola. 

1 , inia. 

Idle, nare. 

Increafe, aboonia. 

Induftrious, fayata. 

Interpret, konno for: (literally, to pierce the 
belly.') 

Iron, nega. 

Ifland,yo«w. 

Jump, v.faun. 

Kill, affera. 

King, manfut 
Knife, mooro. 

Know, alia. 

Lamp, fitina. 

Laugh, v.jilli. 

Lend, infoo. 

Lie (down), v. la jang. 

Lie (falfity),yo«/(?. 

Lift, achika. 

'Lxghtnmgyfanfata. 

Lion, jatta: (in the interior countries, 
war a.) 

Little, miejfa. 

I.ong, jang. 

Look, V. affille. 

Lofe, afcek. 

Loll, affeeleeta. 

Love, V. konie. 

Make, V. dada. 

Male, kea. 


Man (homo) mo, 

Man (vir) fato. 

Many, fitimata. 

Market, he. 

Mafter, marree. 

Mat, bafo. 

Meet, V. beng. 

Middle, taima. 

Milk, nunno. * 

Milk, V. bectce. 

Mine, pr. talem. 

Money, napbulc: (it fignifies alfo merchan- 
dizCy or any effc^s of value.) 

Month, korro: (the fame word fignifies 
the moon.) 

Morning, fomo. 

Mother, ba. 

Mouth, da. 

Narrative, deniigi. 

Name, aito. , 

Near (nigh), tnun jang: (not far.) 

Neck, bang. 

Never, abada. 

Night, footon. 

No, inta: (literally, is not.) 

Noon, teelee kooniata: (literally, the fun 
over head.) 

North, faheel. 

Nofe, noong. 

Now, feng. 

Oil, toulou. 

Obtain, futto. 

Old, accottata. 

Only, kinftng. 

Open, V. yelli. 

Out of, banta. 

Pain, deeming. 

Paper, co'itoo. 

Pafs, V. tambi. 

Pafs, atambita: (gone by.) 

Pay, V. jo. 

Pen, kalla. 

People, molo. 

Pierce, for. 

Pity, V. d'mi. 

Pleafure, di. 


Pleafanr, 
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Pleafant, adiata. 

Plenty, afiata. 

Voqr, doiaja. 

Prefent (gift), boonia. 

Pfomife, V. moindce. 

Proud, teelingabalia: (literally, Jlrait bo- 
die dJ) 

Pull, afabba, 

Pufh, aneury. 

Put down, alondu 

Quarrel, quiaia. 

Quick, cat aba. 

Quiet, dea. 

Quiver, n. s. toong. 

Rain, fangce: (literally, water from above.") 
Rat, ninee. 

Read, akarra.' 

Red, wooiitna. 

Releafe, offering: (untie.) 

Reft, lo. 

Reftorc, ferrat. 

Return, v. n. afeiia. 

Ripe, mot a. 

Riic, V. •wooli. 

River, ba: (the fame as for moth '--) 
Road, jcelo. 

Rob, boitaca. 

Rock, knoro. 

Rope, julie. 

Rotten, accorala. 

Row, V. ajah. 

Run, boorie. 

Sad, doi. 

Safe, torro iniccgec: (literally, no danger.) 
Salt, ko. 

Sand, hint, kini. 

Sandals, famata. 

Say, affo. 

Sea, babagee. 

Seat, ferong. 

Sec, CO gee. 

Send, kee. 

Separate, ailulla. 

Shake, Mghjiggi. 

Shame, mala. 
voL. xvj. 


Shew, aita.. 

Ship, caloon. 

Short, futta. 

Shut, tou.* 

Sick, mun kinde. 

Side, carra. 

Silent, dering. 

Silver, a>dy. 

Sing, ' i.i: (the lame to dance.) 

Sifter, ba ding moofa ; (ntotherV female 
child.) 

Sit, fee. 

Sky; fang. 

Slave, jong. 

Sleep, v. finoo. 

Smell, V. foomhoola. 

Smoke, fcifcc. 

Snake, feu. 

Something, fenke. 

Son, ding kca : (imde child.) 

Soon,yh’/tf fang: (now now.) 

Sour, acoo'uiata. ^ 

South, bouUaba: (literally the right band.) 
Speak, akummo. 

Spear, iamha. 

Spin, V. worondi. 

Spoon, dofe. 

Star, loh. 

Steal, foonia. 

Stink, V. n. kaffa. 

Stone, birro. 

Stop, mania. 

Stranger, hunt ong. 

Strike, abooii. 

Sun, tcelce. 

Swear, koUi. 

Sweet, tcejniata. 

Swell, foonoo. 

Swim, noo. 

Sword, fong. 

Tail, finnio. 

Thief, foon. ' 

'\'\\m,'feaia: (tiender.) 

'i'hink, mei'-n. 

Thirft, mindu. 

Thread, bori. 

Throw, fy. 


Tt,, 
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I'hunder, fangfata. In contradiftinfllon Wearyj umbatata. 

to lightning, it is Kallam Alla. (Arab) Weep, akujji. 

“ the voice of God.”) Weigh, Jimaag. 

Tie, V. nfeetee. ' Well, n. a. awa. 

To-day, bee. Well, n.f cullong. 

To-morrow, finny. Weft, teelee gee. 

Tongue, nlng. Wet, ftnunta. 

Touch, V. ma. What, mun. 


To'wn, kiinda. 
Trade, v.feeree. 
Tree, eree. 

True, tonia. 
Truft, V. la. 
Turn, acltma. 

Underftand, inoi. 


Where, minio. 
White, qiii. 

Who, jema. 

Why, munka.ig. 
Wind, n. funnio. 
WoXUfooloo. 
Woman, inoofa. 
Wildcrnefs, woolla. 


Until, hiining. Yes, awa. 

Yefterday, koona. 

Walk, tama. You, ecta^ when fimplj pronounced: 

War, killi. when joined to any other word, it is ee» 

Wafli, V. coo. Young, y'tf/w. 

Water, gee. 


The following questions and answers may be ufeful in ihe Weji Indies. 

Do you underftand Mandingo } - ee Mandingo kummo moi? 

T underftand it, - - - ya moi. 

I do not underftand you, - - ma moi. 

Come hither, - - - - na na ree. 

Is your father or mother living ? • ce fa, ou ee ba abeagee ? 

—- alive, . - - - abeegee. 

-dead, - - . - afata. 

Have you any brothers or fifters ? - ee ba ding abeegee ? 

Wliere are they ? - - - biminto? 

Are they in Africa ? ... abcc faio fingdoo? 

Are they on board the fliip ? - abbe Tobaubo Calcon ou konno ? 

Point them out. ... aitanna. 

What is the matter with you ? - mun bcla ? 

Are you in health ? . - • ho ce kindc ? 

1 am ftek- .... mun kindc. 

Shew me your tongue. - • ee ning aitanna. 

Give me your Ijand. - - • ce bouUa adima. 

Are yoa hungry ? - - - konkolabinna ? 

I ani hungry. .... kcnkolabinna. 

Are you tliirfty*? - - . mindolabinna ? 


‘1 am 
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I am thirfty. - - 

I am not' hungry. 

I am not thirfty. 

Does your head ache ? 

It does ache. - - . 

It does not ache. 

Does your ftomach pain you r 
Do you flecp well ? - 

Are you feverifh ? - - 

Do not be afraid. 

There is no danger. - 
Drink this medicine. - -* 

It will do you good. - 


- the fame word repeated* 

- kotiko intee^ce. 

- mindo inteegec* 

- ee koon bideetninn ? 

- bideemina. 

- intademing. 

- ee konno bideemina. 

- koo cc finoo betika ? 

- acandeata ? 

- kanna feelan. 

» torro inteegee. 

- ning borri ameen. 

• - aee kijfi. * 
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